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FOREWORD 


Miranda  C.  Stringham,  the  author  of  "Locality  History  of 
Basalt-Firth"  has  been  a  busy  and  prolific  writer  of  history  and 
poetry  over  the  years.   She  is  a  high  school  graduate,  has  taken  a 
course  in  American  History  from  Brigham  Young  University,  ex- 
tension courses  in  the  arts  from  the  University  of  Idaho,  and  a 
semester  in  journalism  at  West  Millard  High  School  in  Utah. 

Miranda  had  her  first  poem  published  at  the  age  of  eight. 
She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Idaho  Poets'  and  Writers'  Guild  for 
ten  years,  publishing  poetry  and  editorials  in  the  "Guild",  and 
wrote  the  "Branch  Locality  History"  in  the  areas  that  she  and  her 
husband  served  on  their  mission  in  Texas,  1966.   She  and  her  hus- 
band, Bryant,  also  served  a  mission  in  the  northwest,  1953. 

In  her  busy  life,  Miranda  raised  three  children  of  her  own 
and  took  the  responsibility  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  (a  fam- 
ily of  six)  when  her  mother  died. 

Miranda  submitted  a  number  of  articles  on  the  counties  when 
the  "Idaho  Story"  was  published.   Other  historical  articles  writ- 
ten by  her  are  "People  of  the  Hills",  a  history  of  the  Willow 
Creek  Drainboard,  "History  of  the  Cedar  Point"  (Firth-Basalt  area), 
and  histories  of  various  old  timers  around  the  Shelley-Firth  vici- 
nity. 

We  now  acknowledge  with  deep  appreciation,  this  latest  his- 
tory, "Basalt-Firth  Since  1900".   Her  efforts  and  accomplishments 
entitle  her  to  be  considered  an  outstanding  citizen  and  historian 
of  Idaho. 

Betty  Clayton,  Secretary 

"Idaho  Poets'  and  Writers'  Guild" 


Address  all  correspondence: 

Miranda  Stringham 
Route  #1  -  Box  160 
Firth,  Idaho  83236 
Phone:   (208)  346-4984 
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EXPLANATION 

The  following  people  could  not  be  located.   Some  people  came 
and  went  in  such  a  short  period  of  time  that  their  identity  has  not 
been  found.   There  is  proof  in  the  old  minutes  of  meetings  that 
these  people  were  in  Basalt  and  Firth  at  one  time. 

The  following  have  not  been  identified:   Barretts;  Lamaun 
Edwards;  JoAnn  Ward;  Steeds;  James  E.  Helm;  Joseph  Hale;  Carey 
Cheney;  Irene  Hampton;  Hannah  Gibson;  Serva  Krebs;  Mrs.  Erastus 
Larson;  Founds;  Holgates;  Heward  Hunt;  Hardys;  Prescotts;  Talbots; 
Pruitt  Dobson;  Nibleys;  Sedgewicks ;  Thurbers ;  Wyatts;  Workmans; 
Ballards;  Haycocks;  Alva  Hatch;  Blackburns;  Veasey;  Heaton;  Had- 
locks;  and,  Nor tons. 

Advertisements  for  information  about  former  residents  of  Ba- 
salt-Firth were  filed,  but  no  word  was  received  from  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  families.   Please  try  to  understand  that  nothing 
can  be  published  if  no  facts  are  made  known. 

Miranda  C.  Stringham 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  SEQUEL 


With  due  respect  to  the  present  settlers,  who  reside  here,  the 
children  and  grandchildren  of  the  first  ones  who  blazed  the  trails, 
it  is  with  deep  veneration  that  their  names  are  mentioned  in  this 
second  edition. 

Nelson  A.  Just,  Presto  Burrell  were  the  first  ones  who  came 
over  one  hundred  years  ago,  in  1870.   These  men  settled  on  the 
Blackfoot  River. 

The  railroad  went  through  to  Butte,  Montana,  in  1879,  and  named 
their  water  stop  "Basalt"  because  of  the  basaltic  formation  along 
the  Snake  River.   Andrew  0.  Inglestrom  and  his  wife,  had  been  working 
on  the  hospital  in  Blackfoot,  and  had  camped  near  Basalt,  where  he 
filed  a  claim  in  1885.   The  Henry  Whitmills  came  to  the  Cedar  Point 
in  1884.   Lorenzo  Firth  and  William  and  Richard  Thomas  Dye  came  and 
filed  homesteads  in  1885.   Joseph  Dye  came  with  his  older  brothers, 
but  was  too  young  to  file.   He  settled  with  his  wife,  in  1888.   The 
Huband  family,  Heber,  Felix,  and  others  came  before  1885,  and  lived 
south  of  Shelley.   Charles  Criddle,  Moroni  Hess,  Gustavus  Nelson,  and 
John  Croft  came  around  1887.   Harry  Friedman  and  Samuel  Love,  David 
Pope,  Reese  Jones,  Charles  McCurdy  came  about  1890.   Jens  Nielsen  and 
John  Hans  Berg  came  about  1892. 

In  1894,  two  more  of  the  Dye  brothers,  James  and  Walter,  came 
and  settled  near  their  three  brothers.   Solomon  Edwards,  Peter  Wil- 
liam Wernette.  John  Johnson,  Andrew  L.  Wicklund,  Jan  Johnson,  Reuben 
Jensen,  Chris  Peterson  and  Severine  Christensen  came  between  1894 
and  1897. 

The  West  Firth  Homesteaders  came  -  Gustav  Wilhelm,  Mr.  Ceder- 
berg,  the  Sundquist  brothers,  the  Burkman  boys,  John  Nelson,  Felix 
Johnson,  Ole  Anderson,  Claus  Larsen,  and  probably  others  who  stayed 
a  short  time  and  were  not  identified.   Those  named  stayed  and  built 
homes  and  helped  build  the  communities. 

Mr.  Friedman,  a  Jew,  and  Mr.  Love,  his  son-in-law,  had  bought 
and  homesteaded  property  above  the  canal,  so  Bishop  Inglestrom  asked 
Louis  Reuben  Jensen  to  buy  lots  from  them  and  start  a  community. 
This  town  was  hoping  the  railroad  would  swing  east  and  border  their 
town  and  then  back  north  to  and  up  the  hill,  but  such  was  not  the 
case.   The  new  town  was  all  laid  out  by  1910,  and  incorporated  with 
a  town  board,  mar shall,  church  and  school. 

Many  histories  that  were  not  in  the  first  edition,  "History  of 
the  Cedar  Point"  in  1970,  will  be  found  under  the  various  vocations 
in  this  second  edition,  "Basalt-Firth  Since  1900",  which  will  be 
published  in  1972. 

Still  carrying  on  in  this  twentieth  century  with  the  wonderful 
heritage  that'  was  bestowed  upon  the  first  settlers  are  the  descen- 
dants of  a  noble  people. 

Miranda  C.  Stringham 


CORRECTIONS  TO  "HISTORY  OF  THE  CEDAR  POINT" 


Page  18 

Harry  and  Henry  Whitmill  are  the  same  man.   Henry  married 
Stella  Luna  Whitmill. 

Page  15 

Eva  Nelson  was  a  Teacher's  Aid  in  1970. 

In  Foreword 

Miranda  Stringham  was  not  Camp  Captain,  but  County  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  1960.   She  was  Camp  Lesson  Leader  in  1959. 

Pages  24  and  26 

William  and  Julia  Dye's  picture  are  in  place  of  Joseph  and 
Nellie  Dye. 

Page  58 

Charlotte  had  a  little  home  of  her  own,  she  did  not  live  with 
her  children. 

Page  67 

Reese  Jone's  wife  in  the  picture  is  Kathryn  and  not  Clara. 

Page  67 

Clyde  Dye  married  Ellen  Crofts,  not  Ellen  Jones. 

Pages  72  and  73 

Anna  Berg  and  Adelia  Berg  were  not  mentioned  with  the  Berg 
family. 

Page  91 

Delwyn  Fielding  was  Counselor  to  William  Messick,  and  Ronald 
Esplin  was  Clerk. 

Page  93 

This  was  only  a  partial  list  of  missionaries. 

The  map  of  the  Cedar-Point  Canal  on  the  last  page  is  upside  down. 

An  apology  is  made  for  these  errors,  and  they  are  recognized. 
Remorse  is  felt  because  of  them. 

Miranda  Stringham,  Compiler 
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BRYANT 

AND  OUR  THREE  CHILDREN 

BRYCE,  FORREST  AND  FLOREINE 

AND 

OUR  TWENTY-FOUR  GRANDCHILDREN 

AND 

TO  ALL  WHO  MAY  FIND  INFORMATION 

THEREFROM 


INTRODUCTION 


In  keeping  with  an  agreement  and  a  challenge  made  in  the  pre- 
ceeding  volume  "HISTORY  OF   THE  CEDAR  POINT" ,  the  compiler  has  ful- 
filled this  agreement  as  completely  and  authentically  as  was  pos- 
sible with  the  scarcity  of  information  available.   As  no  history 
had  ever  been  compiled  before  of  this  complete  area  Basalt-Firth, 
all  material  was  obtained  from  personal  contacts,  conversation 
with  old  timers  and  interviews  with  early  companies  and  busines- 
ses.  Hours  and  months  of  research  have  been  made  in  county,  sch- 
ool, and  churches  to  obtain  information. 

In  the  last  and  concluding  chapter  of  the  preceeding  volume 
the  promise  was  made  of  another  edition  to  follow.   This  edition 
would  contain  all  the  peoples,  businesses,  and  activities  since 
1900,  up  and  including  the  present  1971.   A  great  attempt  to  be 
made  to  show  the  growth  of  this  locality.   This  new  addition  or 
sequel  will  be  called,  "BASALT-FIRTH  SINCE  1900." 

The  following  is  this  history.   An  earnest  attempt  has  been 
made  to  mention  and  identify  each  family  except  a  few  who  did  not 
wish  their  names  involved. 


BASALT-FIRTH 


Having  accepted  the  name  of  Basalt,  as  the  railroad  had  given 
the  train  water  stop,  the  early  homesteaders  and  the  few  places  of 
business  also  accepted  the  challenge  to  start  a  new  community. 
This  community,  mainly  businesses,  consisted  of  two  stores,  a  sec- 
tion house,  a  post  office,  a  cheese  factory,  blacksmith  shop,  but- 


cher  shop,  and  a  saloon.   Most  were  built  between  the  river  and 
near  the  railroad  tracks  for  convenience  and  protection. 

When  the  railroad  decided  to  raise  the  grade  and  widen  the 
rails  from  a  narrow  gauge  to  the  present  rails,  this  little  set- 
tlement was  compelled  to  move.   The  land  for  one  half  mile  or  so 
on  each  side  of  the  track  was  dug  up,  levelled  and  graded.   This 
did  not  effect  the  farmers,  most  of  them  had  built  on  the  home- 
stead ground  they  had  acquired  from  the  United  States  Land  Office, 
and  from  the  little  town. 

Lorenzo  Firth  had  lived  in  the  section  house  at  old  Basalt, 
while  getting  his  log  house  built.   He  had  been  a  section  foreman 
and  track  walker  for  the  railroad  company.   When  the  railroad  pro- 
claimed the  removal  of  the  water  tank,  section  house  and  business, 
Firth  offered  ground  to  put  the  buildings  on,  if  the  town  would  be 
called  after  his  name,  "Firth". 

The  removal  of  the  tank  and  building  commenced  at  once.   This 
was  just  after  1900.   The  only  sign  of  a  church  or  school  had  been 
built  to  the  north  and  east.   "Loves'  Hall"  was  on  the  hill  to  the 
east,  across  north  from  Tena  Bergs  tall  house.   School  elections 
and  voting  had  been  held  in  this  building. 

The  LDS  Bishop,  Andrew  Inglestrom  had  received  instruction 
from  the  general  authorities  in  Salt  Lake  City  to  gather  the  mem- 
bers into  a  community  and  had  advised  Louis  Jensen  and  Stephen 
Love  to  buy  up  the  land.   A  Mr.  Freidman  had  obtained  much  of  the 
sage  brush  bench  where  Basalt  is  now.   They  began  selling  the  land 
in  building  lots,  above  the  government  canal.   Basalt  was  deter- 
mined not  to  lose  their  Post  Office. 

The  trains  stopped  at  Basalt  and  left  mail  since  1885,  when 
Andrew  Inglestrom  had  the  Post  Office  in  his  home.   He  was  offici- 
ally made  Post  Master  in  1888. 

Basalt  became  a  Precinct  July  11,  1894,  by  an  act  of  Bingham 
County  Commissioners.   The  Precinct  was  eighteen  miles  long  and 
ten  miles  wide. 

To  satisfy  all  the  people  concerned,  Basalt  was  given  a  mail 
stop  schedule  in  1903  and  Firth  in  1904.   Both  had  a  Post  Office. 
Before  all  this,  all  the  community  east,  north,  and  south  and 
those  west  of  the  river,  received  mail  from  the  Basalt  Post  Office, 

No  Fear  Davis  built  a  new  store  up  in  Basalt.  Other  small 
buildings  were  built  after  a  town  was  plotted.  Charles  Criddle 
took  care  of  the  mail  service. 

As  Basalt  was  the  Post  Office  that  was  moved  and  Firth  had  to 
start  a  new  one,  Basalt  will  be  first  in  this  story: 


BASALT 


Basalt  became  a  village  on  August  26,  1906.   The  lots  in  the 
townsite  were  sold  for  twenty  dollars  each.   During  1907,  these 
were  graded  and  in  1909,  two  hundred  trees  were  purchased  at  thirty 
cents  each  and  set  out.   On  June  20,  1902,  the  boundary  lines  be- 
tween Basalt,  Shelley,  and  Goshen  were  established.1 

In  1902,  the  basement  of  the  church  was  completed  but  the  top 
was  not  finished  until  1904. 

A  school  house  was  started  one  block  west  and  one  block  north 
of  the  church.   It  was  finished  in  1906.   It  had  two  stories  and 
four  rooms. 


OLD  TOWN  MINUTES  OF  BASALT2 


A  group  of  community  spirited  family  men  met  and  chose  a  town 
board  on  April  15,  1907.   The  first  chairman  was  Charles  Criddle, 
with  Robert  T.  Quinn  as  clerk.   John  Hans  Berg  and  Abinadi  Porter 
as  committeemen.   Officers  were  duly  sworn  in. 

The  Cedar  Point  Canal  was  close  and  had  been  finished  in  the 
late  1880fs.   In  1896,  it  was  called  the  Snake  River  Valley.   Reu- 
ben Jensen  had  built  a  ditch  to  his  farm  north  and  west.   The  vil- 
lagers were  to  get  permission  to  use  water  from  this  ditch. 

Albert  Crofts  was  the  first  marshall.   William  Dye  and  Char- 
les McCurdy  were  the  men  to  police  and  supervise  work  on  this  ditch. 

The  LDS  community  was  strict  on  enforcing  law  and  order.   No 
drunkenness  was  permitted.   A  school  house  and  church  house  were 
built  from  1904-06. 

In  1906-08  a  board  was  chosen  to  lay  out  the  town.   Differ- 
ent men  on  the  board  were  nominated  and  replaced  others.   The  town 
board  was  active  and  doing  everything  possible  to  get  a  new  village 
started.   Mr.  Aaron  Croney  was  appointed  to  build  bridges  over  var- 
ious ditches  and  canals.   The  Blackfoot  Canal  had  been  finished  by 
this  time. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  1911,  the  sale  of  lots  was  the  main 
item  of  business.   Twenty-seven  people  paid  for  lots  at  this  time. 
Other  lots  were  sold  as  became  necessary  after  this.   It  may  be  in- 
teresting to  mention  those  who  paid  for  the  first  lots  as  of  Jan- 
uary 10,  1911  were:   J.  W.  Bailey,  E.  N.  Freeman,  Sanford  Twitchell, 
J.  C.  Quinn,  R.  T.  Quinn,  Ben  Herman,  No  Fear  Davis,  C.  L.  Ander- 
son, Anna  Anderson,  J.  C.  Gregorson,  W.  J.  Stoddart,  J.  R.  White, 
Lockyear,  Howard  Johnson,  J.  C.  Sorensen,  Tena  Berg,  Jane  Davis, 


Harriett  Chapman,  J.  H.  Berg,  Joseph  Davis,  Charles  Criddle, 
Marie  Jensen,  Saioma  Hymas,  Martha  May,  Elizabeth  Egbert,  Mary 
Ann  Arave,  Shelley  Merc,  Carrie  Thompson,  Marcellus  Webb,  Fird 
Olsen,  Dan  R.  Johnson,  and  Albert  Crofts. 

Joseph  Dye  became  chairman  in  March  of  1912.   Joseph  Dye  and 
family  had  moved  to  Basalt  from  south  of  Firth  to  operate  the 
Shelley  Merc,  at  Basalt.   John  H.  Shelley  was  helping  to  finance 
the  new  store.   Dye  had  bought  the  store  from  No  Fear  Davis.   A 
new  village  attorney,  Mr.  Bealsley,  had  been  secured  and  he  acted 
in  this  capacity  in  1912. 

Space  will  not  permit  the  names  of  all  who  served  on  the  town 
boards,  but  an  ernest  attempt  has  been  made  to  obtain  the  chair- 
men and  their  accomplishments.   F.  White  and  John  Berg  were  chair- 
men in  1913,  with  Mary  A.  Johnson  as  clerk,  Hans  Johnson,  con- 
stable, Luther  Tufts  and  Duff  Quinn  took  once  bought  lots  by  Duff's 
brothers,  J.  C.  and  R.  T.  Quinn.   In  1914,  sixty  lots  for  the  Ba- 
salt Cemetery  were  purchased  from  John  Berg.   The  store  was  chang- 
ed from  the  Shelley  Merc,  to  Basalt  Co-op  Mercantile  Company.   N. 
C.  Thompson  was  chairman  in  1915.   James  Quinn  had  moved  to  Black- 
foot.   A  new  bridge  was  built  across  the  Cedar  Point  Canal.   Char- 
les Criddle  was  appointed  the  Notary  Public.   H.  A.  Johnson  was  to 
care  for  the  cemetery.   In  1918-1919  board  sidewalks  were  built  in 
front  of  stores,  and  the  cemetery  was  fenced.   Otto  Jorgensen  was 
Clerk  of  the  Town  Board. 

At  a  meeting  in  1924,  the  board  agreed  to  put  electric  lights 
on  the  streets.   This  was  a  big  task  for  a  village  whose  finances 
were  meager,  but  the  lights  were  turned  on  March  8,  1927. 

In  1924,  in  a  deed  signed  by  lawyer  L.  Ivan  Jensen,  the  vil- 
lage of  old  Basalt  was  given  to  new  Basalt,  the  land  was  used  for 
agriculture.   The  plot  where  Reed  Christensen  lives  is  absorbed 
and  is  no  more. ^ 

Isreal  Porter,  Barber  Dye,  Warren  Dye,  Jonas  Brown,  were  put 
on  the  board  about  1929-33.   Law  and  order  were  paramount  at  all 
times.   At  one  time,  there  was  a  group  who  tried  to  establish  a 
saloon  in  Basalt,  but  the  LDS  community  out  voted  its  action. 

In  1934,  a  district  LDS  Seminary  was  established  to  be  called 
Basalt-Firth-Goshen  Seminary  District.4  While  Vernon  Olsen  was 
chairman  in  1936,  with  Isreal  Porter  as  clerk,  a  special  meeting 
was  called  about  a  town  well.   The  one  hundred  and  thirty  foot 
well  was  finished  April  of  1937.   Bids  were  called  for  sale  of 
bonds  for  the  water  works. 

1937  -  Plans  were  made  for  a  new  LDS  Chapel. 

1939  -  George  Larsen  was  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board,  which 
agreed  to  apply  all  tax  on  liquor  to  the  water  fund.   Liquor  must 
have  been  sold  in  one  of  the  stores.   The  public  fund  was  to  be 
used  with  the  go  ahead  from  Barzilla  W.  Clark  the  state  authority. 

4 


The  work  was  to  be  under  the  WPA.   Isreal  Porter  was  appointed 
as  treasurer  as  bonds  were  sold  to  raise  funds. 

Dogs  and  loose  cows  and  stock  were  a  nuisance  so  town  laws 
provided  a  pound  and  a  warning.   Clara  Copa  was  clerk  of  the  town 
board  for  many  years.   Austin  Brown  served  as  chairman  a  short 
time  in  1943-44. 

In  1944,  the  streets  were  graveled  and  Isreal  Porter,  the 
instigator  and  promoter  of  the  street  lights,  had  passed  away. 
The  old  hall  was  dismantled  in  1945  and  replaced  by  a  lovely, 
modern  block  chapel  with  a  recreation  hall  and  classrooms. 

There  was  a  constable  at  all  times  and  no  shooting  was  al- 
lowed within  the  village  limits.   Leo  Harper  was  chairman  from 
1949-51,  with  Violet  White  as  clerk. 

The  state  agreed  to  call  the  Chairman  of  the  Village  Boards 
Mayors.   From  then  on  they  will  be  known  as  Mayors.   Ross  Berg 
was  the  first  Mayor  in  1951.   A  fifteen  mile  an  hour  speed  limit 
was  placed  in  the  town.   Civil  Defense  became  an  issue,  but  not 
much  was  done  about  it. 

While  William  Messick  was  mayor,  a  pump  house  was  built  in 
the  town  center,  and  a  grader  was  purchased  to  keep  the  roads 
graded.   Culverts  and  ditches  were  repaired  and  a  twenty-five 
mile  per  hour  speed  limit  was  erected. 

With  Jesse  Wiseman  as  chairman  and  Arthur  Kennedy  overseeing, 
the  city  hall  grounds  were  improved  and  more  street  lights  were 
installed.   Streets  were  graveled  and  black  topped.   The  Post  Of- 
fice at  Basalt  was  saved,  after  a  stormy  conference  with  post  of- 
fice officials  and  the  board.   The  train  stopped  at  the  crossing 
to  leave  mail  until  1955.   Since  that  time  it  has  been  delivered 
to  the  Post  Office  by  Wycoff  Truck.5 

Charles  Lyon  was  the  mayor  from  1959-61.   A  police  judge, 
Mary  Ellen  Thompson  was  also  clerk.   Loose  dogs  had  also  become 
a  problem.   Mildred  Pike  was  water  collector.   The  water  bills 
were  to  be  paid  at  the  store.   Ronald  Whiting  had  taken  over  the 
store  and  Post  Office  in  1956. 

The  disposal  of  garbage  had  become  a  problem  and  resulted  in 
a  town  truck  gathering  the  garbage  with  volunteer  labor,  always  a 
committeeman  in  charge. 

In  1961,  a  four  way  stop  sign  was  placed  on  corners  in  the 
center  of  town.  The  board  agreed,  that  water  for  culinary  pur- 
pose must  be  tested  through  the  years. 

During  the  tenure  of  office  of  Frank  Coil  as  mayor  in  1966, 
he  made  a  great  deal  of  effort  to  wage  a  war  on  roadside  weeds 
which  were  always  a  problem.   The  irrigation  pipes  were  to  be  en- 
larged, unlighted  bikes  kept  off  the  streets.   Forrest  Stringham, 
while  mayor  in  1966,  made  a  great  effort  to  improve  the  town  water 


system  and  had  the  approval  of  the  board  to  ask  for  federal  funds, 
Mayor  Jesse  Wiseman  in  1968,  who  succeeded  Stringham,  put  this  up 
for  vote.   The  majority  voted  for  the  new  system.   The  expansion 
was  made  and  dedication  of  the  LDS  Chapel  in  1968  was  made  by  El- 
der Marion  D.  Hanks. 

Plans  for  a  new  sewage  lagoon  was  approved.   The  DUP  were 
given  permission,  erected  and  dedicated  a  marker  commemorating 
the  first  settlers  in  1970.   In  1971,  the  Basalt  streets  were  re- 
surfaced.  Election  was  held  in  November  1971,  and  William  Mes- 
sick  elected  mayor  to  take  office  January  1972.   Basalt  had  pro- 
gressed and  come  a  long  way  from  the  sage  brush  flat  of  1900. 


FIRTH 


After  the  railroad  and  Mr.  Firth  agreed  to  move  the  water 
tank  and  section  house  to  land  given  by  Firth,  a  legal  trans- 
action took  place.   August  31,  1905,  Lorenzo  and  Dorcas  Firth  wil- 
led a  plot  of  land  for  the  Firth  town  site,  witnessed  by  the  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  Soren  Jorgensen.   The  official  description  for 
the  county  records  reads  thus:   "N^  of  NE^  of  So^  of  Sec.  25  1  So. 
36E."6 

Another  recording  in  the  county  commissioners  records  reads: 
"On  May  29,  1923,  Lorenzo  and  Dorcas  Firth  sold  the  land  for  the 
school  as  recorded  in  Warranty  Deed  Book  #44,  page  577,  in  the 
Bingham  County  Court  House  at  Blackfoot.7 

A  log  and  a  frame  building  had  been  built  on  this  corner  be- 
fore 1898.   These  were  moved  away.   All  agreements  about  any  pre- 
vious schools  must  have  been  verbal  as  there  are  no  county  records 
of  a  public  school  before  1923,  but  we  have  records  of  people  go- 
ing to  school  in  Firth  as  early  as  1898. 

The  research  of  the  beginning  of  Firth  has  not  been  easy  - 
it  seems  that  the  railroad  governed  Firth  Village  while  the  LDS 
Church  organized  Basalt.   Basalt  had  a  village  board  and  the  town 
plotted  by  1909  and  from  the  research  we  have  been  able  to  do,  the 
Dye  Store  was  built  in  Firth  in  1918,  with  the  people  going  back 
to  Basalt  for  all  public  elections. 

The  first  registered  school  in  Firth  was  in  1923  when  the 
brick  school  was  built.   After  this  time,  elections  and  public  me- 
etings were  held  in  the  Ramsey  or  the  old  Theatre  Building  built 
by  Bill  Hutchinson  and  Lew  Hurt.   These  buildings  were  all  com- 
pleted about  the  same  time,  but  we  can  find  no  definite  dates  of 
any  town  meetings  until  1929  when  Leo  Gushwa  was  Chairman  of  the 
Board.   This  was  verified  by  Grant  Collett  who  remembers  that  the 
first  ordinance  was  in  1929. 

The  railroad  gave  Firth  a  schedule  in  1904  and  a  depot  was 


built  before  1913.  The  exact  date  of  its  erection  is  not  avail- 
able. Otto  Balka  and  his  family  came  to  Firth  in  1913.  The  de- 
pot was  finished  as  they  went  there  to  get  their  mail.8 

The  mail  delivery  was  moved  soon  after  to  a  building  across 
the  street  west  of  the  depot.   This  could  have  been  the  building 
the  Lion's  Club  gave  the  village  or  in  an  old  building  where  Lyon 
Implement  is  today. 

Some  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Firth  Townsite  were:   Earl 
Humphries,  1920;  Leo  Gushwa  in  1927;  Sterline  Hone,  1928;  Grant 
Collett  in  1929;  Leo  Gushwa  was  the  first  President  of  the  Lion's 
Club  in  1930. 

Grant  Collett  claims  the  first  ordinance  for  the  town  was  in 
1929.   There  were  no  mayors  or  laws  much  before  1937.   They  did 
get  a  water  system,  however,  in  1935. 

From  the  first  minutes  obtainable  dated  the  board  of  trust- 
ees for  Firth  Village  were  organized  with  Leo  Gushwa,  chairman, 
Bert  Winschell,  clerk  and  Lockyer  as  mar shall. 

These  dates  correspond  with  the  U.  S.  Postal  records,  as 
Bert  Winschell  was  installed  as  post  master  at  Firth  in  1937,  til 
he  died  in  1938.   Then  his  son,  Harold,  was  Post  Master  until 
1942. 

Firth  was  slow  in  getting  a  Village  Board  going,  but  after 
they  were  organized,  many  improvements  were  made.   The  compiler 
was  given  permission  by  the  town  mayor  to  do  research  through  old 
minute  books  of  the  town  board.   The  following  was  obtained  from 
these  records: 

In  1938,  the  first  street  lights  were  installed.   New  members 
came  on  the  board  -  Bill  Hutchinson,  Sterling  Hone,  A.  Andrus,  Milo 
Andrus,  Earl  Corey  as  the  attorney,  A.  J.  Neal,  Fred  Keifer,  Alex 
Robertson.   City  streets  were  improved.   Earl  Rogers  was  fire  chief. 
A  fire  extinguisher  was  obtained. 

January  4,  1938,  Alex  Robertson  was  police  judge,  L.  J.  Tufts 
a  new  board  member.   Sale  of  beer  in  town  was  approved  by  the 
board.   The  Lutheran  Church,  x^hich  had  been  built  since  1911  re- 
quested a  water  line  be  put  to  their  church.   W.  S.  Hutchinson  was 
marshall;  Earl  Warren  and  J.  H.  Slayton,  who  was  the  first  trea- 
surer, were  new  members.   Street  curbs  and  sidewalks  and  cross 
walks  were  constructed  in  town.   Earl  Warren  was  very  civic  minded. 

The  Shockey  Addition  east  of  the  tracks  applied  for  building 
permits  in  1938.   A  new  flag,  five  feet  by  eight  feet  was  purchased 
for  the  town.   The  first  streets  were  oiled  in  1941.   Earl  Humph- 
ries was  on  the  board. 

A  new  town  board  was  installed  in  1943  with  L.  W.  Gushwa, 
chairman,  Alex  Robertson,  clerk,  and  trustees:   C.  S.  McConville, 
Carl  Humphries,  Harold  Brighton  and  Al  Tschicof . 


Firth  had  problems  about  their  water  supply  and  decided  to 
drill  another  well  about  1945.   Another  problem  was  chat  a  new  pump 
had  to  be  purchased  for  the  sub  water.   The  old  one  was  too  small. 
This  was  a  serious  problem  every  year. 

New  street  lights  were  turned  on  the  first  time  December  12, 
1945.  The  Community  Hall  was  given  to  the  Lions  Club  by  the  Vil- 
lage as  a  gift  about  1945. 

While  Cliff  McConville  was  clerk  of  the  village  board,  R.  E. 
Fenner  came  on  the  board.   He  started  the  first  newspaper  called 
the  "Firth  Record"  about  1943-45.   Fenner  called  Firth,  "The  lit- 
tle town  with  a  big  future." 

New  playground  equipment  was  purchased  for  the  playground  and 
paid  for  by  the  Lions  Club  and  the  village. 

Leo  Gushwa  was  released  in  1949  when  he  moved  to  northern 
Idaho.   He  had  been  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Village  Board,  and 
a  public  figure  for  many  years.   Eldon  Jolley  was  installed  at  the 
time  of  Leo's  release.   Austin  Brower  became  fire  chief,  and  later 
town  marshall.   He  worked  hard  to  maintain  peace  in  the  village. 
Gradually,  the  village  was  becoming  a  town. 

An  ordinance  was  passed  on  parking  in  town  and  excessive 
speed;  city  limits  were  posted.   An  air  strip  was  purchased  west 
of  town.   A  house  was  moved  off  it  to  Al  Tschicofs.   The  town  re- 
ceived ten  more  street  lights  in  1950.   More  people  were  coming 
to  town  and  new  members  were  on  the  board. 

In  1951,  several  projects  -  a  trash  dump  was  obtained  and  a 
garbage  truck  purchased.   A  telephone  building  was  built  back  of 
the  cafe.   Permits  were  granted  for  a  new  potato  warehouse.   Aft  on 
Crofts  was  chairman. 

Wayne  Johnson  started  his  fruit  stand  about  1952  -  he  obtained 
a  permit  from  the  village.   It  was  at  the  north  end  of  town  under 
a  spreading  shady  tree.   Center  street  was  oiled,  not  enough  but 
much  improved.   Drains  were  installed  in  the  town.   This  was  while 
Blessinger  was  chairman  in  1953  -  a  new  water  system  still  on  the 
agenda . 

Natural  gas  was  an  issue  to  be  discussed.   Sub  water  is  again 
a  menace  in  1955  as  it  has  been  many  times  in  the  history  of  Firth. 
Firth  had  a  street  Christmas  Tree  while  Max  Snow  was  chairman  in 
1956.   It  was  north  of  the  depot. 

Another  problem  of  Firth's  town  board  was  the  weeds  so  preva- 
lent on  empty  lots  and  sloughs.   A  weed  ordinance  was  passed  that 
vacant  lots  must  be  mowed. 

Firth  purchases  some  fire  fighting  equipment  -  only  a  dry  che- 
mical extinguisher,  but  better  than  nothing  -  about  1958.   There 
was  really  cutter  races  in  Firth  -  somewhere  in  1958-59. 

When  Joseph  Lyon  was  put  in  as  chairman,  that  board  would  meet 
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in  the  Lyons  Implement  House,  because  it  was  already  warm  in  the 
winter  time. 

A  new  grader  was  obtained  and  the  streets  were  smoothed.   Nat- 
ural gas  came  to  town  about  1959.   Howard  Knapp  started  a  trailer 
court.   Permit  was  given  to  build  a  new  school  in  1958.   Between 
the  years  1958-70,  many  building  permits  were  granted  around  Firth. 

A  volunteer  fire  department  had  its  birth  about  1958-59.   The 
new  elementary  school  was  dedicated  in  1961.   While  Ed  Hall  was 
chairman,  the  new  LDS  Church  was  started  east  of  town. 

After  the  election  of  1962,  a  new  board  was  formed  with  Merlin 
Jolley  as  chairman,  Norma  John  as  clerk  -  she  had  been  for  years. 

Firth  boasted  a  laundry  mat  in  1963.   It  was  operated  by  Glen 
Pratt.   It  was  adjacent  to  the  Post  Office  so  he  could  manage  both. 

The  disposal  of  garbage  and  waste  had  been  another  of  Firth's 
problems.   A  lagoon  had  been  on  the  agenda  and  where  to  have  one, 
but  nothing  definite  had  been  agreed,  it  was  finally  agreed  to 
amend  five  acres  to  the  city  behind  the  high  school  for  a  sewer 
lagoon. 

A  new  high  school  was  completed  in  1968  and  the  Junior  High 
School  name  changed  to  the  'HARDING  GIBBS  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL1  in 
May,  1971. 

The  sewer  lines  were  extended  as  new  homes  were  built.   More 
streets  were  oiled,  the  city  park  was  enlarged.   A  twenty  mile  an 
hour  speed  limit  was  enforced  and  the  AEC  workers  were  given  a 
definite  parking  area. 

In  1970,  a  curfew  law  was  passed,  all  under  sixteen  years  to 
be  off  the  streets  after  10:00  P.M. 

In  1971,  sub  water  again  was  a  menace,  much  higher  than  for 
many  years.   Basements  were  full  of  water  for  the  first  time. 

All  passenger  trains  were  ended  in  1971.   Al  Tschicof  was 
elected  as  mayor  again  with  Barbra  Johnson  to  continue  as  clerk. 
More  new  homes  were  built  -  the  town  is  expanding.   1971  will  be 
a  year  long  remembered. 

The  following  men  have  been  chairmen  of  the  board  of  mayors 
since  1937:   Leo  Gushwa  from  1937  to  1949;  Eldon  Jolley,  Afton 
Crofts,  James  Blessinger,  T.  L.  Tracy,  C.  C.  Tolman,  Max  Snow,  Ed 
Hall,  Joseph  Lyon,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Merlin  Jolley,  Ken  Flygare,  Keith 
Whittle,  Warland  Larson  and  Al  Tschicof. 

If  any  mayors  have  been  omitted  it  is  an  oversight  in  research. 


NOTICE 


ERRAR  -  TOWN  BOARD  OF  FIRTH 

Earl  Humphries  came  to  Firth  in  1920.   The  Town 
Board  of  Firth  was  not  established  for  several  years 
after.   Earl  thinks  it  was  about  1929-30.   Earl  served 
on  the  board  for  many  years.   In  1936,  while  in  the 
Veteran's  Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Earl  received 
papers  to  sign  to  install  a  city  well.   Leo  Gushwa, 
George  Wernette,  M.  D.  Andrus,  E.  Glen  Pence  as  Clerk, 
and  Earl  Humphries,  were  on  the  board  at  that  time. 
Earl  thinks  there  may  have  been  others,  possibly  Mr. 
Lockyer  or  Earl  Warren.   Glen  Pence  was  Manager  of 
Boise  Payette  in  Firth  at  that  time.   No  minutes  have 
been  found  until  1937, 


HISTORY  OF  POTATOES  AND  POTATO  GROWERS 


The  Americans  were  not  the  first  to  have  the  delightful  pota- 
to.  The  Indians  of  Peru  raised  them  in  the  highlands  of  South  Am- 
erica and  gave  them  to  the  Spanish  who  were  their  first  discovers 
back  as  far  as  1524. 

Potatoes  were  vultivated  and  irrigated  by  a  very  fine  system 
of  irrigation  and  furnished  a  great  portion  of  the  food  for  the 
Indians.   The  Spanish  ate  potatoes  and  declared  they  were  deli- 
cious and  took  some  back  to  Spain.   They  were  grown  more  as  a  nov- 
elty than  as  a  food.   Later,  samples  were  taken  to  Germany  and 
France.   In  France  potatoes  were  used  as  a  substitute  for  grain, 
as  they  were  an  easy  crop  to  raise;  the  common  people  soon  adopted 
them.   It  is  possible  that  the  name,  "French-Fried",  originated 
from  this  country.   Sir  Walter  Raleigh  raised  potatoes  on  his  es- 
tate and  took  them  to  Ireland,  where  they  were  given  the  name  of 
"Irish  Potatoes." 

Although  the  potato  originated  in  America,  it  took  two  hun- 
dred years  in  Europe  to  establish  it  as  a  food. 

From  the  tiny  yellow  tuber  the  Spanish  brought  from  Peru  over 
four  hundred  years  ago  the  potato  has  developed  into  many  varieties 
as  we  have  them  today,  the  "Idaho  Russet"  being  king  of  them  all. 

Luther  Burbank  of  California  was  the  horiticulturist  who  noti- 
ced the  many  seed  eyes  and  by  a  careful  selection  of  plants  and 
seeds,  Burbank  developed  the  "Burbank  Russet".   A  Mr.  Jackson 
brought  this  seed  to  Idaho  and  started  the  "Idaho  Russet."   In 
1905  J.  C.  Jacobsen  came  to  Idaho  and  started  growing  and  ship- 
ping potatoes.   Many  potatoes  were  affected  by  scab.   This  was 
overcome  by  experimentation.   In  1906,  Jacobsen  planted  scab  resi- 
stant potatoes  and  the  industry  became  popular  all  over  Bingham 
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County. 

Joe  Wilson  and  Mrs.  John  Watson  were  some  of  the  first  to 
raise  potatoes  in  this  area.   In  1889  they  shipped  the  first  car 
load  from  here.   William  Dye  of  Firth  was  a  horticulturist  and  was 
one  of  the  first  men  of  this  area  to  introduce  the  culture  of  beg- 
etables  and  fruits  here.   When  the  potato  industry  was  accepted 
by  other  farmers  many  were  skeptical  and  would  raise  only  a  few 
rows,  peddling  them  to  stores  or  using  ;hem  for  feed.   Those  who 
were  larger  producers  would  sell  to  warehouses  in  Blackfoot  or 
Shelley.   L.  D.  Wilson  was  a  spud  buyer.   A  Fred  Volger  worked  at 
the  railroad  freight  office  and  encouraged  the  farmers  to  raise 
them.   The  railroad  bought  many  of  the  first  potatoes  in  Bingham 
County.   The  mines  in  Montana  and  Wyoming  demanded  potatoes  and 
sent  in  orders.   Mr.  Wilson  went  up  and  down  the  valley  to  get 
farmers  to  grow  them.   Little  supply  cellars  were  made  near  the 
railroad  stops  and  the  farmers  would  unload  their  potatoes  and 
store  them  until  railroad  cars  were  available.   Soon  extra  refrig- 
eration cars  were  spotted  and  left  on  a  side  track  near  a  loading 
place.   Soon  potatoes  became  known  by  a  common  name,  'spuds'.   Far- 
mers would  bag  the  spuds  and  load  the  bags  on  wagons  that  were 
later  unloaded  into  railroad  cars. 

The  roads  were  muddy  and  bad  and  a  team  of  horses  could  only 
pull  out  about  thirty  sacks.   The  Bond  Brothers  were  some  of  the 
first  to  build  a  potato  warehouse  in  Bingham  County  in  1897. 

One  of  the  first  warehouses  in  Firth  was  Joe  Weedmans.   Most 
of  the  potatoes  were  hauled  to  Shelley  before  this.   They  sold  to 
Billy  Wilson.   Joe  had  an  old  hand  turner  sorter.   The  railroad 
cars  were  lined  with  dry  straw,  the  potatoes  went  through  a  hand 
shaker  and  loaded  into  the  cars  as  the  farmers  brought  them  from 
the  field.   Lell  Armstrong  said  he  worked  for  fifteen  cents  an 
hour  for  a  ten  hour  day  sorting,  and  then  they  were  loaded.   The 
sorters  had  to  bring  their  own  lunch  and  sit  on  a  pile  of  bags  to 
eat  it,  they  rested  a  few  minutes  then  back  on  the  job — wet 
gloves,  cold  feet,  and  a  cold  stomach,  having  swallowed  some 
lunch  that  was  partially  frozen,  as  these  warehouses  were  not  heat- 
ed.  Many  of  the  potatoes  were  hauled  into  the  warehouses  in  sleighs 
with  straw  in  the  box  or  on  a  hay  rack  and  covered  with  canvas. 
(Onions  and  cabbage  were  handled  the  same; . 

Great  achievements  often  come  from  simple  beginnings.   Jack 
Simplot  was  a  sorter  and  worked  in  the  warehouse  at  Firth.   Today 
Jack  has  a  great  industry  of  his  own  and  is  known  all  over  the  na- 
tion.  Delbert  Robinson  also  worked  in  this  warehouse.   Mark  Arm- 
strong, (Lell's  son)  works  for  Simplots  today. 

In  the  "old  mill"  was  a  corporation  headed  by  George  Wurnet- 
te.   Hardin  Burnette  had  a  warehouse,  a  red  building  where  Idaho 
Potato  Growers  are  today.   Joe  Tucker  worked  with  Burnette.   In 
1939,  Al  Tschicof  operated  a  warehouse  for  Hansen  and  Wood  for 
eleven  years.   In  1952,  they  sold  to  McMillan,  he  worked  for  them 
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three  years.   Bill  Stringham  operated  a  cellar  on  the  Goshen  Rail- 
road Spur  for  years,  just  across  east  from  the  sub  station.   Bill 
sorted  and  packed  the  potatoes  into  railroad  cars  and  shipped 
them.   Bob  Brewington  (Bill's  father)  had  a  warehouse  at  Firth. 
Bryant  Stringham  sold  his  first  potatoes  to  Idaho  Potato  Growers 
around  1938-40,  while  living  at  Shelley. 

It  appears  from  the  research  made  that  the  early  producers 
and  members  around  Basalt-Firth  were:2   Arnold  Backlund,  Roy  Bur- 
tenshaw,  Ernest  M.  Carlson,  Louis  Corgettelli,  Ray  Corgetelli, 
Leonard  Cox  Jr.,  Stanley  G.  Dye,  Warren  E.  Dye,  Lorenzo  Firth, 
George  Gunnarson,  Lyle  Hillman,  Peter  M.  Jorgensen,  Carl  Kellar, 
Max  Kendall,  Roland  Larsen,  John  Lyon,  Warren  Lyon,  William  Ceder- 
berg,  Heward  Madsen,  Clarence  Nelson,  Oscar  Nelson,  Fred  Nelson, 
Axel  Nelson,  Joe  Newman,  John  Palleria,  Carl  Steele,  Ed  Stolworthy 
and  sons,  Rodney  Tew,  Farney  and  Johnathan  Webb,  Elmer  Wicklund, 
Ellis  Killpack,  George  Stallings,  Sylvan  Anderson,  Lawrence  C. 
Lyon,  Van  Nelson,  Albert  Gentillon,  Marcel  and  Maurice  Gentillon, 
John  Newman,  Dale  Nelson,  Glen  and  Paul  Breggren,  Roy  Adolfson, 
Garth  Holm,  Earl  H.  Tew,  Vernon  Herbst,  Gary  Steffler,  John  E. 
Chapman,  Merlin  Prestwich,  Bryant  Stringham,  Elwin  W.  Clayson, 
Ronald  C.  Whiting,  Dale  E.  Jemmett,  Paul  Weber,  Thomas  Christensen, 
Louie  Cox,  Claude  Kelsey,  Clyde  Eaton,  Lewis  Easton,  Earl  and 
Frank  Olson,  George  Jacobsen,  Dell  Jensen,  Max  Mundt,  Arnfred  Chr- 
istensen, Eldon  Jolley. 

Potato  industries  were  developed  and  established.   A  starch 
plant  and  alcohol  plant  at  Idaho  Falls,  starch  plant  at  Blackfoot 
(starch  plants  consume  possible  2%  of  annual  disposal) ,  processing 
plants  at  Lewisville,  Idaho  Falls,  and  Blackfoot,  at  Firth  a  pro- 
cessing plant,  "Idaho  Supreme"  Potato  Company,  established  in 
1966.   It  packs  fresh  graded  potatoes,  too.   More  will  be  written 
of  this  under  "Idaho  Supreme  Potato  Company." 


IDAHO  POTATO  GROWERS  1922 


Necessity  often  makes  a  way  for  progress  and  organization. 
About  1921,  a  group  of  public  spirited  potato  growers  around  Idaho 
Falls,  New  Sweden,  and  Shelley,  grouped  together  to  sort  and  load 
potatoes.   They  were:   Fred  Gustavson,  Charley  Carlson,  S.  A.  John- 
son, H.  W.  Jacobsen,  and  probably  some  others. 

They  would  sell  their  potatoes  to  track  buyers,  load  them  on 
railroad  cars,  and  ship  them  to  market.   When  the  checks  were  re- 
ceived the  expenses  were  deducted  and  each  farmer  was  paid  accord- 
ing to  his  hundred  weight,  over  the  market,  if  any  was  above,  it 
was  allocated  back  to  the  grower. 

This  was  quite  successful  so  the  farmers  decided  to  organize. 
Of  course,  there  was  always  a  spokesman  who  represented  the  growers 
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and  meetings  were  held. 

Frank  Jordan  was  the  first  office  manager  when  the  group  had 
a  building  on  south  side  near  the  Challenge  Creamery.   They  called 
it  the  Idaho  Terminal . 

The  organization  sold  to  track  buyers  for  cash  until  Harry 
Young,  a  Kansas  City  Broker  came  to  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  Sales  Man- 
ager -  1936  -  and  sold  through  brokers.   The  Idaho  Potato  Growers 
moved  to  100  Utah  Avenue,  where  it  is  today.   Austin  Brown,  from 
Basalt,  was  field  man  about  1959.   He  had  been  working  for  Leonard 
Crosset  and  Riley  1932-42  and  as  state  inspector  1935-39  at  Firth. 

The  processing  plant  was  built  in  Idaho  Falls  about  1942.  It 
was  organized  by  Spiro,  who  was  spokesman.  Speeches  were  made  all 
over  the  valley.   He  acted  as  sort  of  a  crusader. 

Ferrell  Hansen  built  several  warehouses  and  was  the  director 
of  the  original  one.   Vera  Criddle  Yorgesen  began  working  in  the 
office  about  1940.   She  has  worked  for  potato  growers  for  thirty- 
one  years.   Vera  is  a  sister  to  Vita  Christensen  of  Goshen.   She 
was  born  in  Basalt,  moved  away  when  she  was  about  seven  years  old. 

L.  L.  Branthoover  of  Idaho  Falls  came  into  the  picture  about 
1943.   He  has  been  a  big  figure  since  the  very  beginning.   After 
World  War  II,  about  1946,  the  company  established  a  better  system 
of  dividends.   They  would  send  retain  checks  every  ten  years  to 
che  growers.   The  purpose  of  the  retain  checks  was  to  have  a  lit- 
tle in  reserve  in  case  of  crop  failures. 

Whitman  was  hired  as  a  specialist  in  seed  potatoes  and  in  help- 
ing farmers  to  get  better  yields.   Rex  Blodgett  succeeded  Whitman. 

Other  men  were  hired  to  help  the  farmers  with  marketing  and  pro- 
duction.  Some  helped,  but  others  proved  of  little  value.   The  far- 
mers fought  for  their  rights  and  expected  men  who  were  hired  to  work 
for  the  good  of  the  farmers  also. 

Shelley  bought  a  warehouse  for  Idaho  Potato  Growers  before 
Firth  Potato  Growers  became  active.   Many  of  the  first  Idaho  Potato 
Growers  hauled  to  Shelley. 

The  Firth  Potato  Growers  bought  an  old  building  and  remodeled 
it  for  their  warehouse,  about  1944.   This  history  deals  with  the 
Basalt-Firth  area.   Directors  for  Idaho  Potato  Growers  first  board 
were:   William  H.  Cederberg,  chairman;  Warren  Dye,  Jim  Lyon,  Arn- 
fred  Christensen,  and  Eldon  Jolley. 

The  organization  originated  in  1945  with  Earl  Asper  first  man- 
ager. Nate  Johnson  succeeded  Asper  in  1946,  with  James  Woodward  as 
manager  in  1947.   He  was  replaced  by  Austin  Brown  in  1948. 

William  Messick  was  bookkeeper  for  the  company  part  of  the 
years  Brown  was  manager.   Ross  Berg  was  keeping  books  while  Austin 
was  manager,  but  no  definite  years  are  recorded,  presumably  from 
1948-53. 
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Austin  was  field  man  in  the  general  plant  at  Idaho  Falls. 
William  Messick  was  manager  for  four  years  of  Potato  Growers  in 
Firth.   He  became  field  man  in  1963  at  the  main  plant  and  Austin 
Brown  was  buyer  for  french  fry  from  1963-66  for  Idaho  Potato  Gro- 
wers in  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  retired  from  Potato  Growers  in  1966. 

William  Messick  worked  with  the  Western,  Eastern,  and  South- 
ern Potato  Company  before  the  companies  merged,  and  became  Western 
Farmers.   Western  Farmers  and  Idaho  Potato  Growers  merged  in  1969. 
Angus  Miles  was  the  last  manager  at  Firth  of  Western  Farmers  be- 
fore they  merged  with  Idaho  Potato  Growers. 

Ferrell  Hansen  was  over  all  the  districts  of  the  Idaho  Potato 
Growers  from  1922 — or  the  beginning,  until  he  was  succeeded  by  L. 
L.  Branthoover.   Ferrell  passed  away  and  Mr.  Petersen  replaced  him, 

William  Messick  was  released  from  Western  Farmers  in  January 
1970,  and  went  into  real  estate  as  an  agent  for  Wayne  Esplin  as 
broker.   They  bought  and  sold  farms. 

1969  was  the  termination  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  that  had 
been  a  successful  organization  for  the  Idaho  farmers  for  forty- 
seven  years.   The  company  had  afforded  employment  to  hundreds  of 
men  and  women  through  the  years  and  had  maintained  a  healthy  mar- 
ket for  farmers. 


ARTHUR  HOLM 


Arthur  Holm  and  his  son,  Garth  Holm,  have  their  own  way  of 
harvesting  potatoes.   Garth's  mother,  Thelma  Hayward  Holm,  and  his 
wife,  Leona  Maurene  Allen  Holm,  are  big  helpers  in  their  harvest- 
ing.  Arthur  was  the  son  of  Hjlmer  Holm,  who  came  from  Sweden  to 
the  New  Sweden  District  in  1905.   Some  of  the  best  potato  growers 
were  in  this  area  at  that  time,  and  Arthur  grew  up  in  New  Sweden; 
he  knows  the  ins  and  outs  of  potato  growing.   Arthur  and  Thelma 
purchased  the  old  Freeman  Mallory  place  in  1937,  which  was  one  and 
one-fourth  miles  east  of  the  north  Basalt  crossing.   Holmes  had 
two  children,  Garth  and  Carol.   Both  attended  school  at  Basalt  and 
were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Garth's  children  are  David  G., 
Norman  Larry,  and  Deborah  Ann.   Thelma  grew  up  in  Idaho  Falls  and 
Arthur  in  New  Sweden.   Garth  married  Maurene  Allen  and  Carol  mar- 
ried Ronald  Esplin,  (their  histories  elsewhere) . 

The  Holm's  have  their  own  private  potato  business.   They  raise 
a  special  kind  of  potato  and  have  their  own  van  to  haul  them  to  a 
market  in  Salt  Lake  City.   The  potatoes  they  raise  are  made  into 
potato  chips.   Arthur  and  Thelma  have  seven  grandchildren. 

Thelma  writes  poetry  and  is  a  very  efficient  homemaker  and 
companion  to  her  husband.   She  has  been  active  in  the  ward  Relief 
Society,  MIA,  and  several  other  responsible  positions.4 
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HISTORY  OF  POTATOES  AND  POTATO  GROWERS 


HAND  PLOW  POTATO  DIGGER 


SHALSER  SORTER  1910 


NEW  SWEDEN  POTATO  FIELD  19 3C 


ONE  OF  THE  FIRST  POTATO  HARVESTERS  1940 


THE  POTATO  HARVESTER  OF  1971 


POTATO  DIGGER  1930 


POTATO  COMBINE  1971 


POSTAL  SERVICE  AND  POST  OFFICES 


BASALT 


CHARLES  CRIDDLE,  SR.  -  Mail  -  1897-1918 

Charles  and  Harriett  Criddle  bought  the  cemetery  school 
house.   They  moved  it  from  north  of  the  cemetery  to  where  Al- 
vin  lives  today.   Two  rooms  were  made  from  it.   Additional  rooms 
have  been  built  on.   After  the  New  Basalt  was  started,  Charles 
rented  his  farm  home  and  lived  in  the  new  village,  1905.   He  was 
the  Post  Master,  so  Harriett  carried  the  mail  from  the  railroad 
stop,  the  crane,  to  the  little  building  that  was  near  the  pre- 
sent store.   Bessie  and  Alvin  were  their  only  children  of  Har- 
rietts', as  she  was  his  second  wife.   Emma  Croft,  his  first 
wife,  had  drowned  while  living  on  the  farm  north  of  Basalt.1 

Charles  and  his  first  wife,  Emma,  had  eleven  children: 
Irene  M. ,  Sylvia  L.,  Mary  E. ,  Charles,  Henry  P.,  Elsie  A.,  Daisy 
D.,  Emma  E.,  John  W. ,  George  (deceased),  Lottie  (drowned  with 
her  mother  in  the  Cedar  Point  Canal) . 

The  children  were  small,  but  remember  helping  Harriett,  who 
carried  the  mail  until  1941.   They  would  get  the  mail  in  a  little 
hand  sleigh,  sometimes  used  when  the  snow  was  deep.   In  the  sum- 
mer when  no  other  vehicle  was  available,  they  would  use  a  small 
wagon.   Charles  Sr .  was  Post  Master  until  his  death  in  1936,  with 
just  a  brief  intermission  during  the  years  of  1905-1910  when  his 
son,  Charles  Jr.,  took  his  place.   Charles  Jr.  had  also  operated 
the  Shelley  Mercantile  Store  at  Basalt.   Charles  had  married 
Ethel  Bybee,  a  beautiful  school  teacher  from  Fountain  Green, 
Utah.   Charles  Jr.  moved  to  Blackfoot  in  1910  and  worked  for 
Boyle  Hardware.   In  later  years  he  moved  to  Pocatello  where  he 
resides  today,  1971. 
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Charles  Jr.  and  Ethel  had  six  children:   Vita  (Christensen) , 
Vera,  Cecil,  Donald,  Melvin,  and  Glenn.   Charles  Jr.  filled  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Western  States  in  1902.   He  had  received  schooling  at 
Basalt,  and  high  school  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  also  the  town  Mar- 
shall and  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Village  Board  in  1907. 

Charles  and  Ethel  had  a  meat  market  and  confectionery  on  the 
south  side  of  the  street  in  Basalt.   There  was  a  board  walk  ex- 
tending to  where  Alfred  Twitchell  now  resides. 

Charles  was  Sheriff  of  Bonneville  County.   He  moved  to  Idaho 
Falls,  1920-1930.   He  also  worked  for  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company, 
and  C.  W.  &  M.  Company.   He  and  George  Dawson  were  in  the  candy 
business  and  even  printed  their  own  wrappers.   He  played  the  drums 
and  clarinet  in  a  band.2 

His  children  were  fairly  educated  and  held  responsible  posi- 
tions.  Cecil  worked  for  Western  Union,  radio  department;  Vita 
attended  school  at  Pocatello,  Ricks,  and  B.Y.U.,  and  taught  sch- 
ool for  twenty-two  years  at  Taylor,  Basalt,  and  the  Firth  area. 
She  married  Othello  Christensen,  a  cattle  buyer.   They  now  live 
in  the  Goshen  area.   Vera  attended  school  at  I.S.U.  in  Pocatello, 
and  worked  for  many  years  for  Zion's  Cooperative  Mercantile  In- 
stitute in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  as  Secretary  for  Idaho  Potato  Gro- 
wers many  years.3 

A  complete  history  was  printed  in  the  authors  other  book  en- 
titled "History  of  Cedar  Point"  of  Charles  Criddle  Sr .   His  large 
family  have  all  moved  away  from  this  area  and  many  have  passed 
on.   He  was  the  Post  Master  for  many  years. 


WALTER  LARSON 

George  Walter  and  Laura  Mae  came  from  Utah  to  Goshen  in  1912, 
moving  to  Basalt  about  1916.   Walter  had  a  team  of  horses  that 
were  very  dependable  and  he  and  his  team  were  much  in  demand  in 
cleaning  and  building  the  ditches  and  canals  in  the  area.   Much 
of  his  time  was  working  on  a  canal  near  the  Victor  Frandsens, 
where  Ross  Berg  resides  today.   This  made  possible  the  enlarging 
and  repairing  of  the  Cedar  Point  Canal  as  it  had  been  built  many 
years  earlier. 

Walter  starred  carrying  mail  1917-1918,  from  the  Firth  Post 
Office  which  was  successfully  located  in  several  places.   The  Post 
Office  was  just  north  of  the  Melba  Theater,  then  it  was  moved  a- 
cross  the  street  where  Bert  Walton  now  lives.   At  one  time,  it 
was  in  the  little  house  where  the  Lions  Club  meet. 

During  the  Harold  Winchell  tenure  as  Post  Master,  it  was 
moved  to  its  present  location. 

Walter  carried  the  mail  when  Route  #1  was  first  started.   It 
used  to  extend  almost  to  Rose,  but  was  later  cut  off  at  Burten- 
shaws,  and  the  Blackfoot  River  area  was  added  to  Route  //l,  Firth. 
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This  goes  south  of  Firth  to  Berkley  Larsens,  past  Lower  Presto 
over  to  the  river  then  up  the  Blackfoot  River  past  Agnes  Just 
Reid's,  over  the  hill  north  and  back  down  by  George  Hansens  and 
back  to  the  Goshen  Highway  at  Sand  Creek  Corner. 

This  route  is  practically  the  same  as  Lynn  Dye  carries  to- 
day.  Walter  became  ill  and  passed  away  in  March  of  1945.   He  had 
carried  mail  faithfully  for  twenty-eight  years,  over  unimproved 
roads,  many  of  them  with  no  gravel.   He  was  often  buried  in  mud 
holes  and  snow  drifts.   Many  times  he  left  his  vehicle  and  walked 
to  get  his  mail  delivered  in  the  boxes. 

In  the  winter  then,  the  mail  was  carried  with  horses,  some- 
times on  horse  back. 

Walter  and  Laura  Mae  were  stalwarts  in  the  Basalt  Community 
and  Church  for  many  years.  Their  oldest  son,  George,  had  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board,  and  was  instrumental  in  getting 
liquor  tax  money  applied  to  the  Water  Fund  about  1939.  The  cul- 
inary water  system  was  installed  while  George  was  chairman,  with 
W.P.A.  doing  the  work.   Bonds  were  sold  to  raise  funds.4 

Laura  Larson  was  President  of  the  Relief  Society  for  two 
years,  1924-1926. 

Walter  and  Laura  Mae  had  six  children:   George,  Lael,  Lorin, 
Warland,  Yale,  and  Dean  (died  young).   Most  of  the  children  live 
away  except  Warland. 


J.  WARLAND  LARSON 

Warland  was  chosen  as  best  suiter  by  the  attractive  Lois 
Catron  of  Shelley. 

Warland  and  Lois  were  very  devoted  to  each  other  and  were 
both  fond  of  dancing,  which  they  did  very  gracefully.   Both  were 
good  in  activities  with  youth,  and  served  many  years  in  the  Ward 
and  Stake  M.I. A.  groups,  helping  the  youth  of  the  church. 

Most  of  their  early  married  years  were  in  and  around  Basalt, 
a  few  were  in  Montana,  where  Warland  did  ranching. 

They  milked  cows  at  one  time  and  sold  their  milk  to  Chal- 
lenge. 

Warland  was  put  in  as  assistant  to  his  father  as  mail  car- 
rier in  1935,  substituted  for  him  for  ten  years  then  substituted 
for  Lynn  Dye  for  five  years. 

Lois  and  Warland  had  the  "Trading  Post"  in  Firth  for  many 
years,  a  mercantile  business.   They  have  made  apartments  in  the 
back  where  they  reside  at  present. 

Four  children  came  to  bless  their  home:   Carolyn  Ann  (mar- 
ried Wayne  Lyon  of  Firth.)   She  is  a  help  to  her  community  in 
musical  functions  as  she  was  during  her  school  years. 
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John,  (who  married  the  former  Betty  McSpadden)  lives  in  Ririe. 
He  is  a  teacher.   He  gave  several  years  to  the  Korean  Conflict, 
working  with  the  court  proceedings.   Lael,  who  lives  in  Bozeman, 
Montana,  and  Winn,  who  is  married  and  has  one  of  his  parents  apart- 
ments . 

All  of  the  children  were  Firth  High  School  graduates  and  at- 
tended college  elsewhere. 

Warland  is  now  a  truck  driver  for  Idaho  Supreme,  where  he  has 
been  since  their  beginning. 


LYNN  A.  DYE  -  1942 

Lynn  was  the  youngest  son  of  Joseph  H.  Dye  and  Nellie  Childs 
Dye,  both  of  English  descent,  Lynn  had  received  his  schooling  in 
Basalt  and  at  Firth  High  School. 

As  his  father  had  taken  over  two  mercantile  stores,  he,  as  a 
young  man  took  over  the  Post  Office  that  was  near  the  store.   It 
was  put  into  the  store  in  1936.   In  1934,  Lynn  had  married  Vita, 
daughter  of  George  and  Jessie  Kent  Brower.   She  attended  elemen- 
tary school  in  Ashton,  Burley,  Shelley,  and  the  Firth  High  School. 
Lynn  and  Vita  took  care  of  the  Post  Office  and  worked  in  the  store 
and  other  stores  until  1942,  when  Uncle  Sam  took  Lynn  into  the 
Army,  where  he  served  until  1946,  working  in  the  Postal  Department 
in  Hawaii  and  Okinawa.   After  his  discharge,  he  started  carrying 
mail  while  Claud  Overson  was  the  Post  Master  in  Firth  in  1946. 
Vita  had  helped  in  the  store  and  had  been  assistant  mail  carrier 
in  Lynn's  absence.   Lynn  is  still  carrying  mail  in  1971  -  and  has 
been  in  the  Postal  Service  for  thirty-five  years. 

He  also  drove  a  school  bus  and  each  fail  would  weigh  beets 
at  the  dumps.   He  also  likes  carpentry  work.   He  has  served  as 
assistant  M.I. A.  Superintendent,  Stake  Mission  Clerk  and  has 
been  in  the  Bishopric,  as  well  as  Bishop,  for  nine  years.   (Vita's 
story  in  D.U.P.  Chapter  includes  story  here.)5 

All  mail  is  not  papers  and  letters,  this  parcel  post  was 
much  heavier  -  bricks.   The  following  incident  was  taken  from  a 
Postal  NRTA  Journal  from  Lynn  Dye.   (Used  by  permission  of  NRTA) . 


THE  BANK  THAT  WAS  SENT  BY  MAIL 

"With  a  contagious  Irish  smile,  Nicholas  J.  Meagler,  a  ninety- 
one  year  old  patriarch  of  Western  Bankers,  relaxed  in  his  brown 
leather  chair,  in  Vernal,  Utah  and  related  the  following:   He  re- 
counted the  hectic  summer  of  1916  when  the  bank  earned  its  unique 
title:   "The  Parcel  Post  Bank,"  the  only  one  ever  shipped  through 
the  U.  S.  Mail. 

The  town  of  Vernal  had  outgrown  his  old  bank,  with  'cashiers 
cage'  overwrapped  with  many  layers  of  fine  mesh  steel  wire,  intended 
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to  keep,  or  stop  bandits  '44'  caliber  bullets. 

W.  H.  Coltharp,  a  prominent  merchant  was  erecting  a  new  build- 
ing which  would  house  the  bank.   He  had  promised  it  would  be  the 
most  modern  building  between  Salt  Lake  and  Denver ... .homemade  brick 
was  good  enough  for  the  inside,  but  Coltharp  planned  to  use  textured 
brick  from  Salt  Lake  (four-hundred  and  twenty-seven  miles  away)  for 
the  outside. 

In  July,  eighty  thousand  face  brick  were  to  be  ordered. ...  the 
cost  of  wagon  freight  was  too  costly  and  long.... he  found  another 
way,  the  Post  Office.   Actually,  the  mail  had  to  travel  the  same 
torturous  miles  as  wagon  freights  and  on  the  same  set  of  wheels. 
But,  it  cost  less  than  half  as  much  to  ship  forty  tons  of  brick  by 
parcel  post. 

Postal  regulations  limited  parcels  to  fifty  pound  packages, 
but  no  restrictions  on  number  of  packages.   Forty  tons  of  brick 
was  ordered  to  be  shipped  in  fifty  pound  packages. 

The  first  shipment  of  individually  wrapped  in  newspaper  and 
lath  wire  fifty  pound  crates,  startled  the  U.  S.  Post  Master  as 
well  as  set  a  trigger  to  a  chain  of  events  to  Post  Master  General 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  D&RG  Railroad  that  carried  mail  sacks  to  Mack,  usually 
kicked  them  off.   Suddenly,  without  notice,  there  was  a  two  thou- 
sand pound  shipment  of  parcel  post  brick,  and  the  train  had  to 
stop  for  half  an  hour  to  unload.   All  the  schedules  were  upset. 

The  Uintah  Railroad  promised  to  deliver  all  mail  from  Mack  to 
Vernal  in  seven  days.   Suddenly,  there  were  tons  of  undelivered 
brick  at  the  Post  Of f ice. . . . this  was  reported  to  the  Post  Master 
General,  who  called  a  top  staff  meeting  and  rewrote  the  regulations, 
limiting  to  two  hundred  pounds  total  weight  of  one  consignor.... 
but  it  was  too  late  for  some  thirty  tons  of  brick  that  were  already 
in  the  mail  system. .. .with  ten  ton  more  to  come.   At  Vernal,  Col- 
tharp was  desperately  trying  to  get  the  brick  before  winter. 

The  new  postal  regulation  was  a  blow,  but  Coltharp  was  sup- 
ported by  merchants  and  ranchers  who  volunteered  to  receive  the 
twenty  thousand  pound  shipment  of  bricks. 

The  Vernal  Post  Master  not  only  had  to  receive  them,  but  also 
had  to  deliver  them  to  Consignors  five  miles  out  on  rural  routes. 

The  ranchers  hauled  them  to  the  place  of  building  where  moun- 
tains of  crates  were  piled.   Finally,  the  job  was  finished  and 
trains  went  back  on  schedule,  tired  wagon  horses  rested ... .whis- 
kered drivers  quit  cursing.   The  new  Bank  of  Vernal  opened  three 
new  teller  windows.   Coltharp  was  satisfied  and  the  people  of 
Vernal  were  proud  of  their  new  bank. 

The  U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  wiped  their  brows  all  the  way 

back  to  Washington,  D.C forty  tons  of  brick  had  been  delivered 

and  without  losing  a  single  one." 
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Barber  Dye,  Vita  Dye,  Warland  Larsen,  and  Ronald  Whiting,  Sr. 
were  all  assistant  carriers  to  Lynn  A.  Dye. 


CLARA  COPA  (HANSEN) 

Clara  was  born  in  Basalt,  the  second  child  to  Maud  Jones  and 
Walter  Crofts.   Her  oldest  sister,  Ellen,  married  Clyde  Dye.   She 
had  a  brother,  Charles,  and  three  other  sisters,  Fay  (deceased), 
Coral,  and  Winona.   She  attended  elementary  school  at  Basalt  before 
it  burned,  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  taught  kindergarten 
after  taking  a  course  in  teaching  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  was  a  janitor 
of  the  old  hall  in  Basalt  with  her  grandmother.   Clara  had  June, 
Delia,  Joy  and  Charles  by  Mr.  Furness,  and  Amy,  (a  high  school  tea- 
cher in  Alaska  who  went  on  a  world  tour  in  1971),  Fay,  and  Kent,  by 
Mr.  Copa.   All  her  children  were  schooled  in  Firth.   Her  son,  Cha- 
rles Furness,  was  a  Navy  Petty  Officer.   He  made  the  Navy  his  care- 
er.  He  was  in  the  Navy  thirteen  years  and  lived  three  years  in 
Honolulu  before  his  death  from  a  heart  attach  in  February,  1971. 
He  had  seen  most  of  the  world. 

Clara  was  Post  Master  before  she  was  a  carrier,  when  the  Post 
Office  was  in  Lynn  Dye's  store,  back  of  the  counter.   She  was  of- 
ficially sworn  in  by  Inspector  Dodds.   She  bought  the  store  and 
Post  Office  from  Lynn  Dye  in  1942,  and  sold  it  to  M=  Prestwich,  who 
then  sold  it  to  Mel  Berkham  in  1944 . 

Clara  said,  "I  carried  mail  from  1945-1954  from  the  mail 
crane  near  Baileys.   Many  times  I  walked  on  winter  days.   How 
well  I  remember  that  terrible  winter  of  194  7-1948.   One  time  I 
crawled  on  my  knees,  the  ground  was  so  slick  and  icy.   It  was  bit- 
ter cold  at  6:30  a.m.  when  I  met  the  train.   Many  times  it  was 
late,  and  I  could  not  leave  no  matter  how  cold.   At  3:30  p.m.  I 
had  to  meet  the  train  again,  most  of  the  winter  days,  I  walked  to 
and  from  the  Post  Office  to  the  crane  and  carried  the  mail  bag. 
I  bought  the  big  rock  house  on  the  west  part  of  town  from  Ira  Mil- 
ler.  Andrew  Inglestrom  had  homesteaded  the  place.   The  Quinn  bro- 
thers, Jim  and  Robert,  had  built  the  rock  houses,  both  mine  and 
Farnsworth  across  to  the  east",  (now  owned  by  Amber  Glenn.) 
(Quote  by  Clara  Copa).7 

Clara  married  Lester  Hansen  of  Wapello  where  they  live  at 
the  present,  1971. 


MEL  BENHAM 

Mel  and  Fontella  F.  Benham  came  to  Basalt  in  1944.   They  took 
over  the  store  and  the  Post  Office.   They  lived  in  the  back  of  the 
store  and  did  their  own  hauling  that  was  not  delivered  by  whole- 
sale companies.   They  sold  the  business  in  1946  to  Glenn  Gneiting. 
Benhams  moved  from  the  store  building  to  the  little  white  house 
near  Burdette  Bates. 

In  1951,  they  sold  the  place  and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   Mel 
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worked  for  a  construction  company,  making  roads  out  near  Arco.   He 
was  killed  while  on  this  job,  by  a  gravel  truck. 

Benhams  had  three  children:   Norma  (married  Yale  Larsen) ,  Jim 
(married  Arilla  Chuctt),  and  Monte  (married  Evelyn  Hogan)  all  of 
which  have  moved  away  from  Basalt.   Jim  served  in  the  Air  Force  in 
Hawaii. 

Fontella  married  Bert  Hyatt  and  resides  on  Jefferson  Avenue  in 
Idaho  Falls. 

Clara  Copa  carried  the  mail  while  Benhams  took  care  of  the 
Post  Office. 


MARY  EDNA  GNEIIING 

Glenn,  the  son  of  Gotlet  C.  Gneiting  and  Freida  Weber  Wise 
married  Mary  Edna  Dunn,  the  daughter  of  Albert  B.  and  Lydia  Beard 
of  Tetonia.   She  received  her  schooling  in  Tetonia  and  Rigby  High 
School . 

Glenn  and  Edna  farmed  for  some  years,  and  they  sold  milk  to 
both  Kraft  and  Challenge  at  different  times. 

In  1947,  they  bought  the  store  at  Basalt  from  Mert  Prestwich 
who  had  taken  it  over  from  Mel  Benham.   Prestwich  only  had  it  for 
three  months.   The  Post  Office  was  in  the  store,  so  both  went  to- 
gether.  Mary  Edna  said  she  was  frightened  one  day  while  in  the 
store,  by  a  Mexican-Indian  who  had  been  drinking.   He  threatened 
to  shoot  her,  but  she  escaped  his  threat. 

In  1956,  the  Gneitings  sold  out  to  Ronald  and  Capitola  Whiting 
and  bought  on  the  property,  Sec.  1  of  Margeret  Williams  place. 
They  built  a  new,  modern  home  just  across  from  the  new  high  school, 
north, 

Edna  works  for  Charles  Just,  Inc.,  of  Idaho  Falls,  where  she 
has  worked  for  the  last  nine  years.   Glenn  works  for  a  construc- 
tion company  as  operator  of  heavy  equipment. 

The  Gneitings  had  three  children:   Marcia  A.,  married  and  re- 
ceived her  schooling  in  Taylor,  Basalt  and  Firth;  Sandra  K. ,  who 
received  her  schooling  in  Firth  and  married  Ted  Jones  of  Firth, 
but  now  lives  in  lona;  and  Linda  L.  who  also  received  her  schooling 
in  Firth  and  is  now  married  to  Claude  Mecham  and  they  live  in 
Firth, 


CAPITOLA  WHITING 

Capitola  was  born  at  Ammon,  Idaho  to  James  Andrew  Carter  and 
Maud  Gardner.   She  attended  school  in  Ammon  and  Provo.   Capitola 
taught  her  girls  to  sew,  and  she  did  much  sewing  herself.   She  met 
Ronald  G.  Whiting,  the  son  of  Lyman  J.  and  Josephine  Nuttal  at 
school.   They  were  both  raised  at  Ammon. 
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They  lived  at  Shelley  for  several  years,  then  bought  the  Sjo- 
berg  place  west  of  Riverview  where  Lyle  Hillman  lives.   While  at 
Riverview,  Capitola  was  Chairman  of  the  Hot  Lunch  Program  at  the 
school  without  pay.   She  acquired  much  experience  of  purchasing 
and  managing  that  helped  prepare  her  for  the  years  to  come  in  the 
store. 

Ronald  was  a  graduate  of  Ammon  and  attended  B.Y.U.  for  two 
years.   He  was  a  farmer  and  they  sold  their  milk  to  Challenge  for 
many  years.   He  was  in  the  Armed  Forces  in  World  War  II. 

While  living  in  Riverview,  one  of  their  daughters,  Sherrie 
was  stricken  with  Polio,  in  1949.   She  recovered  with  no  bad  ef- 
fects, in  answer  to  fervent  prayers. 

Capitola  has  also  served  as  Secretary  of  the  P.T.A. 

In  April  of  1957,  the  Whitings  bought  the  Basalt  Store  and 
lived  in  the  back.   Of  course,  the  Post  Office  was  included  and 
Capitola  was  officially  made  the  Post  Master.   The  building  was 
small  and  inadequate  as  all  postal  service  was  over  the  counter. 
Whitings  remodeled  and  enlarged  by  building  additions  on  three 
sides,   A  separate  room  was  made  for  the  Post  Office  with  an  at- 
tractive floor  covering  and  a  table  to  write  on.   The  Post  Office 
went  from  fourth  class  to  third  class  as  of  July  1,  1969. 

A  gift  room  was  also  built  onto  the  store,  the  living  quarters 
were  extended,  making  the  store  and  Post  Office  more  efficient  and 
attractive. 

Ronald  drove  a  school  bus  for  seventeen  years  and  has  received 
his  safety  certificate  from  Safeco  Insurance  Company  each  year  with 
a  seal,  and  a  pin;  the  certificate  reads,  "without  a  preventable 
accident". 

Ronald  and  Capitola  have  been  very  active  in  the  LDS  Church. 
They  filled  a  two  and  one-half  year  Stake  Mission  together.   All 
their  children  have,  or  will  have  been  missionaries  or  are  married 
to  one.   LaNae  has  been  working  at  the  Polynesian  Center  in  Hawaii 
and  just  received  a  call  to  go  on  a  mission. 

The  Whitings  also  participated  in  the  youth  Indian  Placement 
Program  and  had  a  young  girl  in  their  home  for  three  years.   Five 
children  have  been  blessed  to  the  Whiting  home.   They  are:   Peggy 
Ann,  married  to  Bruce  Ricks,  Manager  of  Idaho  Supreme  Potatoes  of 
Firth.   They  have  seven  children  and  live  at  Moreland,   Deanna, 
married  LaRelld  Kunz .   He  is  District  Seminary  Co-ordinator  in 
Lawrence,  Kansas.   They  have  two  boys  and  three  girls.   They  have 
both  graduated  from  B.Y.U.   Sherrie,  married  Maurice  Daw  and  they 
live  in  Shelley.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  in  China.   They  have 
two  girls  and  two  boys.   Maurice  is  a  farmer.   Their  oldest  boy 
was  hit  by  a  car  and  almost  lost  his  life.   Faith  and  prayers  saved 
him.   LaNae  attended  two  years  at  Ricks  and  one  year  at  the  L.D.S. 
Church  College  at  Hawaii.   She  is  single.   Ronald  J.,  married  Doris 
Jones.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  Holland,  and  served  in  the 
Armed  Forces.   He  works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   They  have  five  children, 
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They  have  a  new  home  on  the  farm  north  of  Basalt.   The  father,  Ron- 
ald G.,  operates  the  farm.8 

After  Basalt  was  moved  above  the  canal,  in  1900,  both  Firth 

and  Basalt  had  a  post  office  or  some  way  of  getting  mail.   The 

first  Post  Office  was  a  pigeon  hole  in  the  homes  of  those  willing 
to  be  responsible. 


FIRTH 


if1 


EMMA   FIRT 

The  first  official  installation  was  March  7,  1906,  when  Emma 
Firth,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Dorcas  Firth  was  installed  as  Post 
Master  in  a  little  building  that  was  where  the  Lyon  Implement  is 
today. 

Emma  had  married  Bert  Robbins,  they  lived  down  at  Lavaside 
across  from  Eldro  Reid.   Bert  was  a  day  laborer.   The  Robbins  had 
two  girls. 

Emma  was  mentioned  as  Post  Master  as  Emma  Robbins  from  May  9, 
1917,  to  May  13,  1919.   She  had  been  Post  Master  twice  before  and 
after  marriage. 

The  record  states  Emma  Robbins  as  Post  Master  January  17, 
1906,  and  after  the  Rogers  had  it  in  their  home,  Emma  had  it  a 
third  time  from  1910  to  1917. 

The  Robbins  moved  to  Nampa  and  Emma  and  Bert  Robbins  passed 
away  at  Nampa. 

FRANCIS  C.  ROGERS 

The  Rogers  lived  in  a  little  house  one-half  mile  south  of 
Firth,  across  from  Duff  Quinns.   Duff  Quinn  owned  the  place  later. 
This  house  burned  down  later.   Francis  had  the  Post  Office  in  part 
of  her  home  May  9,  1910.   Mr.  Rogers  was  the  Depot  Manager,  as  the 
water  tank  and  section  house  had  been  moved  and  the  town  of  Firth 
established,  the  train  schedule  started  for  Firth  in  1904.   The 
mail  was  received  in  a  place  in  the  depot. 

Mr.  Rogers  must  have  been  here  several  years  as  Laura  Wernette 
relates  of  Rogers  assisting  with  the  Red  Cross  during  World  War  I, 
in  Firth.   This  was  from  1917-1919. 

After  Rogers  left  Firth  they  moved  to  Akron,  Ohio.   They  had 
one  son.   It  was  rumored  that  they  went  to  South  America.   It  was 
then  that  Emma  Robbins  took  over  the  post  office  a  third  time, 
May  31,  1917-1919.   There  is  nothing  definite  about  where  the  Post 
Office  was  at  this  time. 
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BERT  WINCHELL  -  1917-1922;  1937-1939C 

Bert  taught  school  at  Riverview  before  the  brick  building  was 
made.  He  taught  in  a  frame  building  just  one  room  with  all  grades 
in  this  one  room. 

Bert  Winchell  came  from  Soda  Springs,  Idaho.   Bert  lived  on 
Franklin  Street  in  Firth.   The  Post  Office  could  have  been  in  the 
old  hotel  that  stood  where  Lyon  Implement  is,  as  old  timers  state 
that  it  was  there  one  time.   Bert  married  Ida  May  Womack.   Ida  May 
was  the  daughter  of  William  N.  and  Henrietta  Hansen  Womack.   She 
spent  her  early  years  in  the  Snake  River  Valley  although  she  was 
born  in  Soda  Springs,  Idaho,  in  1883. 

Her  people  came  here  later.   She  married  Bert  Winchell  in 
1906  at  Blackfoot  and  they  made  their  home  in  Firth.   Ida  May  died 
in  1970,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 

Bert  Winchell  was  Post  Master  the  first  time  in  1919-1922  at 
Firth,  then  again  from  1937  to  1939  making  four  years  that  he  ser- 
ved in  this  capacity.   Bert  and  Ida  May  had  seven  children. 

The  Post  Office  has  been  in  several  places  over  the  years. 
After  it  had  been  in  the  Depot  and  the  old  hotel,  the  Post  Office 
was  at  the  end  of  the  Stop  and  Shop  and  later  was  in  a  cement 
building  on  the  side  street  facing  the  south.   From  there  it  was 
moved  to  its  present  location. 

FLORENCE  SHOCKEY  -  1922-1923° 

Florence  was  Post  Master  a  short  time.   She  owned  some  real 
estate  east  of  the  tracks,  they  called  it  the  Shockey  Addition. 
Shockeys  came  to  Firth  in  1919  from  Colorado.   Shockeys  built  two 
homes  -  one  where  Afton  Croft  (who  bought  from  Florence)  lived, 
the  other  nearby.   Florence  sold  this  one  to  Jack  Foster  who  work- 
ed at  the  Lumber  Company,  which  is  where  the  Riverview  Grange  is 
today.   Later,  it  was  in  the  Drug  Store  that  was  south  of  where 
Warrens  had  it. 

Florence  had  three  children:   Leatha  Jane,  Laura  Jane,  and 
Fred,  who  married  Fondella  Johnson.   Florence  was  bookkeeper  for 
Firth  Mill  and  Elevator  for  sometime. 


HAROLD  WINCHELL  -  1939-1942^ 

Harold  took  over  the  Postal  Service  January  1,  1939.  His 
father  passed  away  in  December,  1939.  Harold  served  until  Octo- 
ber 27,  1942,  probably  when  he  went  into  the  Army,  where  he  was  in 
the  Pacific  Islands.  Harold  and  Mickey  (Anderson)  his  wife,  had 
an  apartment  in  part  of  his  father's  home  on  Franklin,  in  Firth. 
They  had  no  family,  and  moved  to  Seattle  after  Harold  had  served 
in  the  Army. 
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FRED  SHOCKEYF 

Fred  and  Fondella  Shockey  took  over  the  Mercantile  Store  and 
installed  freezer  units  in  the  basement.   Fred  would  rent  the  lock- 
ers for  so  much  a  year.   He  had  three  hundred  and  fifteen  units. 
Fred  and  Fondella  were  very  warm,  friendly  people  and  had  many 
friends  around  Firth.   Fred  served  on  the  town  board.   After  he  left 
Firth  he  worked  for  the  electric  company  and  a  typewriter  company  in 
Idaho  Falls. 

Fred  and  Fondella  adopted  three  children;  one  was  killed  in  a 
gravel  pit  near  their  apartment  in  Firth. 

HAZEL  VICKRY  LAWTON  -  1923— 1937G 

Hazel  was  Post  Master  from  1923  until  1937.   She  took  over  the 
job  after  Florence  Shockey.   Hazel  married  Bob  Lawton  while  she  was 
in  the  Postal  Service.   He  was  a  day  laborer.   Hazel  worked  at  the 
State  Hospital  South  from  1943  to  1956.   Hazel  was  Post  Master  for 
fourteen  years. 

Hazel  had  three  children:   Roberta,  Kathleen  and  Gerald.   Rob- 
erta attended  elementary  school  at  Firth,  the  others  finished  at 
Blackf oot . 

Hazel  has  now  retired  and  resides  in  the  Cottage  Hotel  in  Bla- 
ckf oot  . 


BARBARA  K.  COBBLEY7* 

Barbara  was  raised  around  Presto  and  attended  the  elementary 
school  there  and  high  school  in  Firth.   She  was  the  daughter  of 
Peter  Kalford,  a  farmer. 

After  Barbara  married  Paul  Cobbley,  she  was  Post  Master  from 
October  27,  1942  to  June  of  1943.   Barbara  carried  Route  #1,  after 
Walter  Larson  died,   Gary  Bolander  also  carried  mail  a  short  time. 
Paul  worked  in  the  Firth  Mill,  and  for  Bill  Wilson  in  the  warehouse 
He  is  now  a  dispatcher  in  the  Bonneville  Service  Company  of  Idaho 
Falls,   Barbara  is  a  telephone  operator  where  she  has  been  for 
eighteen  years.   They  had  no  family. 

CLAUD  OVERSON1 

Mrs.  Barbara  Cobbley  was  released  as  Post  Master  in  1943. 
Claud  Overson  was  officially  installed  June  10,  1943.   Claud  worked 
around  Firth  and  had  herded  sheep  for  John  Lyon.   He  later  married 
Leah  Lyon,  the  daughter  of  Elgina  Ingles trom  and  John  Lyon.   Claud 
and  Leah  had  lived  at  Firth  since  1933,  working  at  different  jobs. 
Leah  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

After  Claud  became  Post  Master  he  and  Leah  became  active  in 
civic  and  church  activities  around  Firth. 
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A  Route  #1  had  been  carried  by  Walter  Larsen  and  Lynn  Dye.   The 
new  mail  carrier  was  sworn  in,  in  1946,  during  Claud's  tenure  in 
office  as  Post  Master. 

The  Post  Office  had  been  moved  to  its'  present  location  from 
the  place  in  back  of  Collet's  Bar  where  the  Bert  Walton's  live  to- 
day. 

Claud  and  Leah  moved  to  Tremonton,  Utah,  where  she  is  assisting 
in  some  mailing  service  and  Claud  works  for  Thiokol  Chemical  in  the 
Photographic  Department. 

Their  five  sons  have  been  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  have  made  the  ser- 
vice a  career.   They  are:   Fred,  LaMaun,  Lonny,  Jerry  and  Jimmy. 
They  have  seen  much  of  the  world  and  the  three  oldest  have  almost 
completed  their  careers. 

LEATHA  (LYON)  SPAULDINGJ 

Leatha  was  the  second  oldest  child  in  a  family  of  eight.   She 
was  the  daughter  of  Elgina  Inglestrom  and  John  Lyon  of  Firth.   Her 
parents  came  from  Bear  Lake  in  1901.   Leatha  was  born  just  three 
months  after  her  father  had  gone  on  a  mission  to  the  Southern  States 
John  was  a  farmer  and  a  stockman;  also,  a  director  of  the  Old  Firth 
Mill,  and  the  first  Bishop  of  Firth.   Leatha  was  raised  in  a  home 
of  moderate  means  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   She  attend- 
ed the  Normal  School  at  Albion,  and  taught  school  for  many  years. 
She  married  Curtis  Spaulding  of  American  Falls,  Idaho.   They  had.  two 
children:   Betty,  who  married  a  Glenn,  and  Oren  who  married  Gerald 
Dye.   Leatha  was  appointed  Post  Master  on  May  11,  1948.   She  served 
almost  one  year,  became  ill,  and  then  was  replaced  by  Glenn  Pratt. 
Leatha  Spaulding  died  in  1951.   Ida  McConville  was  postal  clerk 
for  many  years. 

GLENN  PRATT  -  1949-1970* 

Glenn  W.  Pratt  received  his  commission  from  President,  Harry 
S.  Truman  on  June  3,  1949,  and  was  installed  officially  on  July  13, 
1949. 

For  years  he  was  trainer  of  Post  Masters  in  Idaho,  and  was 
chosen  the  Post  Master  of  the  Year  of  1962.   He  was  the  State  Presi- 
dent of  the  Idaho  Post  Masters  in  1965. 

Glenn  moved  with  his  parents,  William  and  Jeanette  Pratt,  from 
Malad,  Idaho,  to  Lower  Presto  when  just  a  boy.   He  attended  school 
at  Lower  Presto,  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   For  two  years 
he  attended  school  at  Idaho  State.   He  worked  for  his  father  to  get 
money  to  attend  three  years  at  Moscow,  where  he  majored  in  Animal 
Husbandry  and  graduated  with  a  B.S.  degree.   He  taught  vetereans  in 
AG  and  Shop  and  also  radio  school  during  the  depression.   Glenn  has 
been  Post  Master  at  Firth  for  twenty-one  years,  the  longest  of  any 
Post  Master  in  this  area. 
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Glenn  married  Blanche  Eardley,  a  pretty  little  school  teacher 
who  had  taught  her  first  at  Bone,  Idaho  District  #48,  then  at  Lower 
Presto.   She  also  taught  at  Goshen  and  Firth.   She  received  her 
certificate  trom  Gooding.   Altogether,  Blanche  has  taught  a  total 
of  fifteen  years.   Blanche  has  been  active  in  the  LDS  Church.   She 
and  Glenn  had  three  girls:   Susan,  Margaret,  and  Sally,  all  of  whom 
received  their  schooling  at  Firth.   Susan  has  attended  the  LDS 
Business  College  in  Salt  Lake.   She  also  attended  B.Y.U.   She  is 
currently  in  California  studying  in  History  and  English.   Margaret 
is  in  her  senior  year  at  college.   She  is  majoring  in  English. 
She  is  married  to  Barry  Berg,  who  is  currently  a  coach  at  Dubois, 
Idaho.   Sally  is  through  high  school  and  took  a  course  from  Clarks 
Business  College  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  is  presently  employed  at 
Idaho  Supreme  in  Firth. 

Glenn  and  Blanche  sold  their  Firth  Launder-Center  to  Rulon 
and  Lynada  Crezee,  who  live  south  of  Firth. 

Glenn  retired  on  September  4,  1970.   He  and  Blanche  are  tra- 
veling and  doing  gardening,  and  will  continue  their  interests  in 
high  school  and  sports  in  Eastern  Idaho. 

Mrs.  Vera  Marsden  Beebe  acted  as  Post  Master  with  Fern  Nick- 
erson  as  clerk  until  the  summer  of  1971  when  David  Johnson  was  ap- 
pointed our  Post  Master. 

DAVID  BURTON  JOHNSON  -  1971L 

David  is  the  new  Post  Master  at  Firth,  having  come  in  June 
of  1971.   He  is  the  son  of  Carlos  Otto  Johnson  and  Louise  Stewart. 
He  was  raised  at  Pocatello  and  attended  both  elementary  and  high 
school  there. 

David  spent  three  years  on  ship  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  visited 
such  places  as  Hawaii,  Cuba,  Panama,  and  others.   His  position  was 
that  of  storekeeper. 

David  is  the  descendent  of  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom  through  his 
father,  the  Johnson's.   The  Howard  Johnsons  who  formerly  lived  in 
Basalt  was  his  father's  uncle.   Howard  married  Jilma  Inglestrom, 
daughter  of  Andrew  0.   David  married  Martha  Talbot,  daughter  of 
Albert  Vernon  Talbot  and  Alveretta  Talbot.   The  Johnson's  have  five 
children:   Barry,  married;  Randy,  in  the  Navy  (who  also  refused  a 
scholarship);  Marsha,  who  has  entered  many  4-H  exhibits  and  has  won 
many  blue  ribbons  for  her  efforts;  Thomas,  and  Neil;  the  last  three 
at  home. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  living  in  the  Jerry  Hjelm  home.   He  wants  to 
sell  his  home  in  Pocatello  and  buy  around  Firth.   He  has  had  postal 
training  in  Pocatello  where  he  has  served  as  clerk  for  twenty  years. 
David  is  our  present  Post  Master  and  we  hope  that  he  has  many  suc- 
cessful years  here. 
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POSTAL  CLERKS  AND  ASSISTANTS 

There  has  been  no  record  kept  of  all  the  people  who  assisted 
with  the  mail  as  clerks  and  assistants.   The  list  may  not  include 
all  who  have  assisted,  but  these  are  some  of  those  who  were  of- 
ficially accepted: 

Leah  Lyon  Overson,  who  assisted  her  husband  Claud,  who  was 
the  Post  Master.   Leatha  Spaulding  assisted  and  later  was  Post 
Master.   Melva  Lyon  was  clerk  for  one  year  with  Leatha  Spaulding, 
her  sister-in-law.   While  Glenn  Pratt  was  the  Post  Master,  he  was 
assisted  by  Ida  McConville,  Mrs.  Leatha  Mickey,  Alice  McCurdy  and 
Vera  Marsden  Beebe. 

Barbara  Johnson  has  been  a  postal  assistant  since  David  John- 
son was  installed,  but  possibly  worked  some  before. 

We,  as  a  community,  are  grateful  for  the  expansion  of  our 
Post  Office  and  for  the  courteous  and  prompt  service  that  has  been 
rendered  by  those  people  working  for  Uncle  Sam. 

Mary  Ellen  Thompson  has  officially  been  sworn  in  as  assistant 
carrier  to  Lynn  A.  Dye  for  the  Route  #1  service,  as  of  September, 
1971. 

There  have  been  other  people  who  have  been  assisting  Uncle 
Sam  as  mail  carriers  and  assistants:   Dale  Dwayne  Stech,  a  grad- 
uate of  Firth  High  School,  worked  for  several  years  in  our  service. 
Bryant  J.  Stringham  carried  mail  from  Idaho  Falls  to  Bone,  Star 
Route,  for  four  years,  1926-1930.  Miranda,  his  wife,  was  his  as- 
sistant and  carried  it  during  the  harvest  seasons.   Bryant  String- 
ham  also  assisted  in  carrying  mail  during  the  winter  months  for 
Hazan  Jensen,  on  Route  #1,  Shelley.   Heber  Landon,  before  he  came 
to  Basalt,  carried  mail  on  horse  back  from  Logan,  Utah,  to  Garden 
City,  Nevada,  a  fourteen  to  sixteen  hour  trip. 

CHARLES  K.  BURGESS  -  Blackfoot  Postal  Clerk  (married  Delva  C.  Orton) 

Delva,  daughter  of  Delbert  and  Alberta  Orton,  married  Charles 
K.  Burgess  of  Provo,  Utah.   Delva  was  born  at  Goshen,  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   Charles  spent  two  years  in  the  Navy,  and  filled 
a  mission  in  the  southern  states.   Delva  and  Charles  were  dance  dir- 
ectors while  they  lived  in  Basalt  from  1969-1970.   Delva  likes  to 
sing  and  Charles  likes  to  work  with  electronics.   The  Burgess's 
lived  in  the  old  Claud  Kelsey  place  while  they  were  in  Basalt.   He 
obtained  the  position  of  Postal  Clerk  after  they  had  lived  in  Basalt 
for  a  year,  so  they  moved  to  Blackfoot  so  that  he  could  be  closer  to 
his  work. 

The  Burgess's  have  three  children,  they  are:   Kathryn,  Charles 
Delbert,  and  Cora  LaRue.   One  day,  Delva  and  the  oldest  girl,  Kath- 
ryn, had  gone  to  visit  Delva 's  parents,  the  Orton' s.   Charles  and 
the  little  two  year  old  boy,  "Chuck",  as  they  called  him  were  asleep, 
Due  to  some  faulty  wiring,  the  ceiling  caught  fire.   The  little  boy 
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beat  on  his  father's  chest  to  awaken  him,  then  pointed  to  the  ceil- 
ing and  the  smoke.  Then  Charles  awoke  and  with  the  help  of  a  neigh- 
bor, put  the  fire  out.  Probably  both  would  have  burned  had  not  the 
little  boy  awakened  his  father. 


OTHER  POST  OFFICES 
GOSHEN 


Before  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  settlement  of  Goshen  was 
getting  mail  from  Basalt  as  the  train  stopped  at  the  crane.   The 
Inglestrom  sisters  would  carry  the  mail  from  Basalt  to  Goshen. 
Joseph  Christensen  had  a  Post  Office  in  his  home  and  acted  as  Post 
Master  for  a  few  years  from  1900-1902.   This  was  in  his  old  home 
which  was  situated  near  where  Ardeena,  his  widow,  resides  today. 
Route  //l  came  out  from  Shelley  formerly  south  and  east  to  James- 
ton,  Goshen  and  Presto.   A  Clarence  Mann  was  an  early  carrier. 
Zetland  Mitchell  was  carrier  on  Route  //2  after  Woodville  was  es- 
tablished on  a  route.   Zetland  carried  mail  until  he  was  retired. 
Then  Route  #1,  Shelley  took  west,  east  and  north  of  Shelley,  and 
Route  #2,  gets  Goshen  to  Upper  Presto,  and  the  east  residents  of 
Basalt.   After  the  routes  carried  the  mail  the  Post  Office  at  Go- 
shen was  closed. 


ALDRIDGE 

Sometime  during  the  early  1900 's  the  Aldridge  Post  Office 
was  established  with  a  man  named  Durfee  as  Post  Master.   Aldridge 
was  served  as  a  star  route  twice  weekly  from  the  Post  Office  at 
Firth. 

The  name  was  chosen  from  a  number  submitted,  possibly  by  Dur- 
fee, probably  for  the  land  in  the  area  that  was  nothing  but  ridges. 
There  was  a  search  made  through  several  postal  guides  and  nothing 
can  be  found  of  an  Aldridge  in  any  other  state  of  the  nation.   It 
was  truly  unique. 

The  Durfees  became  discouraged,  left  the  hills  and  the  Post 
Office  was  moved  up  the  creek  about  a  mile  to  the  Mayford  L.  and 
Kate  Lockyer  home,  about  1901.   Lockyers  homesteaded  the  place. 
Soon  after  it  was  discontinued.   However,  it  was  established  again 
in  1920,  with  Clifford  Jemmett  as  post  master.   It  was  located  in 
the  Jemmett  home,  where  the  roads  forked,  one  going  up  Cedar  Creek, 
the  other  up  the  Blackfoot  River.   Dick  and  Laura  Lockyer  were  there 
about  1930-1936.   Dick  was  a  range  rider  for  Leonard  Cox. 

During  the  next  thirty  years  the  mail  left  Aldridge  at  9:00 
a.m.,  Monday  and  Thursday.   Now  hours  were  set,  and  patrons  were 
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free  to  bring  or  get  mail  at  any  hour  of  their  convenience.   The 
last  day  of  service  was  February  15,  1950. 

The  carriers  on  the  trial  run  were:   Alfred  Manning  and 
Brown.   Mr.  Brown  got  the  contract.   Later  carriers  were:   Ches- 
ter Brown,  Mrs.  Lois  Jemmett,  Russell  Jemmett,  Maurine  Jemmett, 
and  Bob  Dial. 

However,  the  folks  up  the  river  made  a  bid  for  the  summer 
service  during  the  time  Aldridge  Post  Office  was  discontinued. 
If  memories  are  right  the  office  was  located  in  the  Joe  Davis 
home  and  (Kate)  Mrs.  Oscar  Sorenson,  took  the  mail  by  horseback." 
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CHURCHES  -  MISSIONARIES  -  CHURCH  CUSTODIANS 


In  most  communities  the  church  was  the  nucleus  from  which  all 
community  activities  and  growth  were  stimulated  and  achieved.   The 
church  was  the  gathering  place  of  friends  and  neighbors,  the  media 
of  news  exchange,  and  the  main  source  of  instruction  and  direction. 
Bishops  or  ministers  acted  as  counselors  and  as  shepherds  of  a 
flock. 

Such  was  tho  position  of  Reverend  Gustav  Cederberg,  west  of  the 
river,  in  Riverview,  before  the  bridge  spanned  the  Snake  River.   New 
people  and  settlers  met  and  were  instructed  and  given  lodging  at  the 
Community  House  built  by  Mr.  Cederberg,  about  1895.   The  Swedish 
Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  1903.   The  same  was  true  east  of  the 
river  at  Basalt.   In  1903  Bishop  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom  was  the  father 
and  guide  for  the  LDS  community  where  all  the  life  and  activity  was 
most  prevalent  around  the  church  and  school.   There  were  a  few  who 
patronized  the  saloons.   Soon  after  the  train  stop  was  scheduled  in 
Firth. 

After  the  bridge  was  finished  and  the  Lutherans  and  Baptists 
built  churches  in  Firth,  community  life  commenced  and  organization 
was  prevalent  around  the  churches.   Order  and  growth  was  observed 
in  the  town. 

In  1924,  Firth  LDS  ward  was  organized  from  the  division  of 
Basalt  ward,  the  Dye  School  District  #4  received  a  deed  for  the 
ground  and  a  new  red  brick  school  house  was  built  in  1923.   Commun- 
ity life  began  in  earnest  after  a  village  board  was  organized  about 
1929. 


ASSEMBLY  OF  GOD 


Gustav  Wilhelm  Cederberg  was  the  first  Minister  of  the  Swedish 
Baptist  Church  that  was  started  in  1894.   Two  families  met  at  first 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  nucleus  of  Assembly  of  God  Church 
The  river  was  crossed  only  by  boat  until  1906.   Reverend  Cederberg 
held  meetings  at  the  Community  House  which  he  built  to  accommodate 
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newcomers  and  provide  their  spiritual  needs.   In  1895  and  after, 
Ludwig  Swenson  taught  the  membership  the  Swedish  language. 

A  little  church  was  built  at  Lavaside,  but  was  abandoned  when 
one  was  built  at  Firth. 

In  1902,  Reverend  J.  D.  Johnson  came  as  a  missionary  of  the 
Sunday  School  Union,  and  organized  a  Sunday  School.   This  was  held 
in  the  school  house,  district  #44. 

On  May  10,  1903,  Reverend  G.  W.  Cederberg  met  with  fifteen 
people  and  organized  the  Swedish  Baptist  Church  of  Basalt,  with  of- 
ficers as  constituted. 

In  1907,  this  Swedish  Baptist  Church  joined  with  the  Swedish 
Baptist  Church  of  Montana  and  formed  the  Montana-Idaho  Swedish  Bap- 
tist Conference. 

On  November  16,  1907,  the  church  was  incorporated  under  state 
laws.   The  name  was  changed  to  Swedish  Baptist  of  West  Firth. 

Mr.  Cederberg  resigned  his  ministerial  position  and  remained 
as  chairman.   Mr.  Cederberg  had  donated  his  spiritual  guidance. 
Reverend  H.  E.  Lydum  was  the  first  paid  minister  in  1907.   In  1926 
the  activities  of  the  church  were  transferred  to  a  vacant  store 
building  in  Firth.   The  name  was  changed  to  Firth  First  Baptist 
Church. 

The  next  year,  1927,  lots  were  bought  for  a  new  building,  and 
a  house  east  of  the  tracks  was  purchased  for  a  parsonage.   Ground 
was  broken  for  a  basement  -  all  labor  except  the  concrete  forms  was 
donated.   It  was  dedicated  in  1928,  and  has  remained  as  the  present 
structure. 

In  1928-29,  Blanche  Scott  held  revivals  and  was  asked  to  be  the 
Pastor.   In  1929,  the  congregation  took  the  full  name,  "Firth  Taber- 
nacle Church  of  Full  Gospel."   In  1930,  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Howard 
Gear  were  chosen  as  new  pastors.   These  people  were  given  the  large 
tent  by  the  Evangilistic  Party.   The  Gears  resigned  in  1932  and 
went  as  traveling  Evangilists. 

Reverend  Allen  Brown  came  in  1932-34.   An  unanimous  vote  was 
taken  and  affiliation  was  made  with  the  Assembly  of  God  Church  in 
Springfield,  Missouri.   After  the  church  became  the  Assembly  of  God, 
the  pastors  were:   Joe  Long  and  wife;  Oscar  Arnesen's,  who  started 
the  Bible  School;  Cecil  Grice  and  wife;  Klassens  (deceased)  origi- 
nated The  Light  Bearers  Quartette;  William  E.  Kirsckes,  started 
revivals,  National  S.S.  Sect.;  Fermans,  went  to  Africa  as  missiona- 
ries; Douglas  Sinder  and  wife  (had  to  leave  due  to  illness);  Wil- 
lard  Leisy  and  wife,  in  Juneau,  Alaska;  E.  S.  Caldwell  and  wife, 
Springfield,  Miss.;  George  McNutt  and  wife;  U.  S.  Morris  and  wife, 
Baker,  Oregon;  Reverend  and  Mrs.  Cummins,  1969  to  present. 

The  Deacons  are:   Kay  Cederberg,  Jimmy  Wicklund,  Glenn  Breg- 
gren,  Paul  Breggren,  Treasurer,  and  Ebba  Cederberg  as  Sect. 

The  Trustees  are:   Elmer  Wicklund,  Art  Anderson,  Glen  Berggren, 
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Jimmy  Wicklund,  and  Paul  Breggren.   Sunday  School  Departments  are: 
Adeline  Wicklund,  Supt.,  and  Violet  Wicklund,  Sect.   Teachers  are: 
Kay  Cederberg,  adults;  Carol  Cummins,  homemakers  and  young  marrieds; 
Glen  Breggren,  teenagers;  Jimmy  Wicklund,  intermediates;  Ebba  Ceder- 
berg, junior  age;  Mavis  Cederberg,  primary,  with  Sylvia  Wicklund  as 
substitute;  and  Doris  Berggren,  beginners.   Youth  Group,  "Christ's 
Ambassadors",  sponsored  by  Glen  Berggren  and  his  wife,  with  Danny 
Cummins  as  President. 

Women's  Missionary  Group:   Ebba  Cederberg,  President;  Esther 
Anderson,  Vice  President;  Myrtle  Berggren,  Secretary;  and  Mary  Ced- 
erberg, Treasurer. 

Royal  Rangers,  boys,  have  spiritual  lessons  and  the  out-of- 
doors,  and  citizenship.   Missionettes,  girls,  have  spiritual  lessons, 
homemaking  and  citizenship.   Children's  Groups,  conducted  by  Philip 
Cummins  during  the  worship  service,  to  help  keep  children  quiet. 
Adeline  Wicklund  is  Sunday  School  Organist  and  Mavis  Cederberg  is 
organist  for  Sunday  Evening  Service.   Myrtle  Breggren  is  organist 
for  Mid-week  Service.   Song  Leaders  are  Carol  Cummins,  Paul  and 
Glen  Breggren  and  Kay  Cederberg  as  alternate.   The  families  all  take 
turns  taking  care  of  the  custodial  duties.1 


BETHEL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 


In  1900,  the  Lutheran  members  around  Firth  were  mostly  people 
who  had  migrated  from  New  Sweden  and  had  been  attending  services 
at  Eagle  Rock  (Idaho  Falls);  they  were  Swedes.   The  distance  had 
been  made  with  horse  and  buggy,  and  the  need  of  a  church  nearby 
arose. 

The  first  church  service  was  held  at  Gustar  Nelson's  home  Apr- 
il 27,  1889.   A  building  committee  was  appointed. 

In  1909,  the  congregation  bought  a  school  house  in  Shelley  and 
drove  there  to  hold  services.   This  was  not  an  ideal  arrangement, 
so  in  1910  the  Congregation  arranged  to  use  the  school  house  on  the 
townsite.   This  must  have  been  the  Basalt  School,  as  Firth  had  no 
school  on  the  townsite  until  the  high  school  was  built  in  1922. 

Henry  and  Simon  Peterson  constructed  a  frame  building  along 
the  highway  west  of  the  railroad  tracks,  very  close  to  where  the  new 
church  stands  today. 

In  January  1911,  a  funeral  was  held  in  the  unfinished  chapel, 
for  Mrs.  George  Wernette.  Planks  were  placed  on  nail  kegs  to  seat 
the  congregation.   Luther  Stromquist  acted  as  pastor. 

The  new  church  was  named  "Bethel"  which  means  "House  of  God". 

Families  and  members  planned  and  financed  the  building.  They 
were:  Gustav  Nelson,  Alfred  Styhls,  Petersen  brothers,  Claus  Lar- 
son, Edwin  Johnston,  John  Bloomquist  and  George  Wernette. 
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The  first  services  were  in  the  Swedish  tongue,  but  gradually- 
English  prevailed.   The  Sunday  School  was  the  vital  part  of  Bethel, 
classes  were  held  for  all  ages.   The  Women's  Auxiliary,  or  "Ladies 
Aid"  came  into  being  soon  after  the  church  was  organized.   These 
ladies  assisted  with  socials  and  get-togethers.   The  Ladies  Aid 
purchased  a  church  bell  for  the  church.   Since  1963,  the  ladies  of 
the  Lutheran  churches  have  been  known  as  L.C.W.,  Lutheran  Church 
Women.   Missionary  meetings  are  held  at  the  homes  of  the  members. 
The  L.C.W.  sponsor  annual  Father  and  Son  Banquets,  Mother  and  Dau- 
ghter Banquets,  and  Fellowship  and  Harvest-Time  Festivals. 

The  Luther  League  takes  care  of  the  youth,  and  encourages  them 
to  participate  in  worthwhile  projects.   Firth  L.L.  bought  a  large 
picture  of  Christ  for  the  chapel.   Blackfoot  Bethel  Lutheran  and 
Firth  Bethel  Lutheran  have  combined  and  support  one  pastor. 

The  parsonage  was  built  by  Henry  Peterson  just  south  of  the 
chapel.   It  is  a  bungalow,  three  bedroom  home.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don 
Mortensen  have  just  recently  occupied  the  parsonage.   Both  are 
school  teachers  at  Firth,  1971.   Most  of  the  pastors  have  lived 
in  Blackfoot  and  the  parsonage  at  Firth  is  rented. 

The  pastors  who  have  served  Bethel  are  the  following:   A. 
Gunberg,  Shipp,  C.  E.  Bangston,  Luther  Stromquist,  L.  B.  Benson, 
Luther  Cornay,  Walter  Peterson,  Arthur  Petersen,  Alfred  Marinson, 
C.  W.  Johnson,  Enoch  Sandeen,  Arthur  Pierce,  R.  C.  Carlson,  Philip 
Leaf,  Thure  Johnson,  Conrad  Madson,  Maynard  Wellington,  Charles  E. 
Johnson,  David  Sward,  A.  C.  Anderson,  N.  Luther  Swanson,  John  F. 
Paulson,  Vernor  Johnson,  and  the  present  pastor,  Jerry  Lynch,  1971. 

In  1954,  when  Luther  Swanson  was  the  shepherd,  a  planning  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  either  renovation  or  building  new. 

Most  of  the  committee  were  descendants  of  those  who  built  the 
original  Bethel  Church.   The  committee  decided  to  build  new.   The 
cost  was  $35,000.   This  was  met  by  pledges  from  members.   The  dedi- 
cation was  in  April  28,  1967.   Pastor  Luther  Swanson  officiated. 
The  mortgage  was  burned  by  Pastor  Vernor  Johnson  in  1967. 

The  old  church  was  sold  for  $500  and  was  moved  on  an  adjacent 
lot,  where  it  was  turned  into  apartments  and  a  business. 

N.  A.  Johnson,  a  Bethel  member  constructed  the  altar,  pulpit, 
and  lectern.   In  1916  an  organ  was  installed,  and  later  a  new  piano. 

On  the  70th  anniversary,  Pastor  Jerry  Lynch  gave  the  church  a 
Bethel  Lutheran  Church  Directory. 

June  Madsen  is  Secretary  of  Bethel  and  Lou  Wetherbee  is  Treas- 
urer.  Trustees  for  1971  are:   George  Gunnarson,  Bob  Wetherbee,  Ed 
Hall  and  Warren  Meina.   The  families  of  the  church  membership  take 
turns  in  taking  care  of  the  chapel.2   (Contributed  by  Mrs.  Vincent 
Reid)  . 
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EXPLANATION  OF  LATTER-DAY-SAINT  CHURCH 


COMBINED  BASALT  AND  FIRTH  WARDS  -  ALL  L.D.S.  CHURCHES 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  when  the  railroad  track  was  being 
widened  and  the  grade  raised,  old  Basalt  was  torn  up  and  community 
life  somewhat  disrupted  for  a  short  time,  but  services  were  held 
each  Sunday,  sometimes  in  crowded  quarters. 

A  warranty  deed  signed  by  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom,  Charles  Cr id- 
die,  and  Joseph  H.  Dye  as  Trustees,  for  the  Basalt  Ward,  for  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day-Saints,  was  dated  January  29, 
1901,  and  was  witnessed  by  James  E.  Steele,  President  of  Bingham 
Stake.   Shelley  Stake  was  organized  in  1914  with  Joseph  H.  Dye  as 
Stake  President. 

The  ward  of  Basalt  had  been  functioning  since  1888  and  as  a 
branch  for  several  years  before,  in  1883-85  -  called  Cedar  Point. 
The  ward  had  purchased  six  lots  from  Mrs.  Stephen  Love  for  $2.50 
each. 

In  1902,  the  basement  for  the  hall  and  church  was  completed 
and  meetings  were  held  in  the  basement  until  the  top  was  completed 
in  1904.   The  basement  was  then  used  for  recreational  functions. 
All  meetings,  socials,  and  public  activities  were  held  in  this 
hall,  as  it  was  called.   The  building  had  one  of  the  best  stages 
in  the  valley.   Curtains  were  used  to  separate  classes.   This  hall 
was  used  for  forty-one  years. 

In  1937,  while  Frank  Christensen  was  bishop,  plans  were  made 
for  a  new  church,  the  cost  was  set  at  $27,000.  However,  when  all 
the  expenses  were  totalled,  it  cost  $35,000.  This  new  chapel  was 
made  of  pressed  cinder  blocks  manufactured  by  the  members  of  the 
priesthood,  in  an  old  spud  cellar  near  the  Kellar  farm  north  of 
Firth,  which  belonged  to  Oscar  Armstrong.  Later,  the  blocks  were 
made  in  a  potato  warehouse  in  Firth. 

Most  of  the  labor  was  donated  by  the  members  of  the  ward. 
Tithing  from  the  presiding  bishopric  took  care  of  the  rest,  with 
some  assessments.   The  chapel  was  built  of  Grecian  architecture 
with  modern  kitchen,  recreation  hall  and  class  rooms.   It  was  paid 
tor  in  1945. 

This  chapel  sutficed  very  well  until  1966.   It  began  bursting 
at  the  seams  as  the  ward  membership  was  nearly  500;  heating  and 
accoustics  needed  improving.   So,  plans  were  drawn  up  and  approved 
by  the  general  authorities  of  the  church  for  another  expansion.   A 
new  chapel  was  built  on  the  north  and  new  offices  for  the  bishop 
and  clerks.   The  older  part  was  renovated  and  made  into  a  Relief 
Society  room  and  class  rooms. 

This  was  all  accomplished,  paid  for,  and  dedicated  November 
24,  1968  by  Elder  Marion  D.  Hanks,  a  general  authority  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.3 
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LATTER-DAY-SAINT  CHURCH  AUXILIARIES 

The  Latter-Day-Saint  Church  have  auxiliaries  that  take  care  of 
the  recreational  and  spiritual  needs  of  all  age  groups.   The  organi- 
zations are  the  same  all  over  the  world.   Primary  takes  care  of  the 
children  from  the  cradle-roll,  3  years  old,  to  the  age  of  12  years. 
Primary  is  a  week-day  meeting  where  children  are  taught  to  pray,  to 
sing,  and  are  taught  lessons  about  the  Savior  and  His  Gospel.   They 
are  taught  to  make  articles  with  their  hands,  and  how  to  speak  and 
act.   Sunday  School  takes  care  of  the  Sunday  morning  departments 
of  various  age  groups  of  all  the  church.   All  classes  are  taught 
the  gospel  in  a  forty-five  minute  class  period.   M.I. A.,  Mutual  Im- 
provement Association,  is  a  week-day  instruction  for  the  church 
youth  from  age  12  to  60,  mainly  the  teenagers.   Here  the  youth  are 
taught  to  dance,  sing,  speak  and  participate  in  drama  and  all  kinds 
of  sports.   Scouting  is  sponsored  by  the  M.I. A.   Relief  Society  is 
the  week-day  worship  and  study  organization  for  the  women  of  the 
church  over  eighteen  years  of  age.   This  affords  the  women  and 
girls  college  courses  in  spiritual  living,  cultural  refinement, 
social  relations,  and  homemaking  discussions,  and  demonstrations. 
One  of  these  subjects  is  taught  each  week. 

The  Priesthood  of  the  church  is  in  two  divisions  for  all  worthy 
male  members,  Aaronic  Priesthood,  12-19;  Deacons,  12-14;  Teachers, 
14-16;  Priests,  16-19.   Elders,  or  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  over  19. 
Seventies  are  the  minute  men  or  the  missionary  group  of  the  church 
who  go,  as  called,  by  General  President  and  Prophet  to  teach  the 
gospel  in  any  part  of  the  world  for  two  years.   High  Priests  are 
the  presiding  authorities  of  the  church.   A  High  Priest  is  also  an 
Elder,  a  Seventy,  a  Priest,  a  Teacher  and  a  Deacon,  as  he  has  at- 
tained and  grown  into  these  different  offices  by  his  worthiness. 

The  Sacrament  Meeting  is  the  worship  service  of  the  L.D.S. 
Church,  and  is  held  on  Sunday  evening,  where  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  administered  and  passed  to  the  members  by  the 
Priesthood  of  the  ward.   The  Seminary  Program  is  in  conjunction 
with  high  school  age  -  seminary  buildings  are  built  near  a  high 
school.   The  members  are  students  who  desire  instruction  by  college 
graduates  in  the  field  of  religion.   One  year  of  church  history, 
one  year  of  Book  of  Mormon,  and  one  year  of  Old  and  New  Testament. 
This  seminary  is  the  preparatory  schooling  for  missionaries.   After 
graduating  from  four  years  of  seminary,  attending  college  two  years 
and  if  accepted  as  missionaries,  they  attend  language  school  for 
three  months.   The  boys  19  and  the  girls  21  are  sent  to  Salt  Lake 
City  and  instructed  by  professors  for  several  classes.   Then,  they 
are  sent  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  proclaim  the  Restoration 
of  the  Gospel.   A  Branch   is  a  small  group  of  members  not  large 
enough  to  be  a  ward.   A  branch  is  presided  over  by  an  elder  or  high 
priest.   A  Ward   has  a  bishop  who  is  a  high  priest  and  acts  as  shep- 
herd of  a  flock,  usually  numbering  from  300-600  people.   A  Stake 
comprises  several  wards  from  six  to  ten,  or  more,  and  is  presided 
over  by  a  high  priest,  a  stake  president.   A  Region   or  District   is 
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composed  cf  several  stakes. 

The  headquarters  of  the  L.D.S,  Church  is  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  where  the  General  Authorities  preside  over  the  wards  and 
stakes  in  ali  the  world. 

Basalt  Bishops  since  1900  are:   Andrew  0,  Inglestrom,  Wil- 
liam M.  Dye,  Philip  Paskett,  Rulon  Jensen,  Earl  Kelsey,  Frank 
Chrlstensen,  Austin  S,  Brown,  G,  Wayne  Esplin,  Earl  H.  Tew,  Ross 
Berg,  William  Messick,  Lynn  A«  Dye,  and  the  present  1971,  Forrest 
Stnngham.   Basalt's  membership  is  nearing  600  in  1971.   In  1930 
Basalt  had  a  membership  of  259^ 


L  D  S.  CHURCH  CUSTODIANS' 


Some  of  the  most  important  people  of  the  churches  are  the 
people  who  clean  the  walks  when  the  snow  piles  high,  who  goes  to 
the  chapel  at  all  hours  to  let  someone  in  to  rehearse  or  prepare 
for  a  program.   One  who  cleans  the  mud  tracked  halls  and  the 
clogged  toilets,  who  repairs  that  broken  window  when  a  carefree 
child  was  throwing  rocks =   Then,  when  not  doing  all  the  extra 
tasks  that  careless  people  cause,  the  custodian  has  to  clean  all 
the  rooms  and  have  them  the  correct  temperature  for  attenders. 
The  custodian  must  hear  and  try  to  comply  with  all  complaints  by 
old  and  young  without  losing  his  temper.   Custodians  must  be  a 
genius . 

An  attempt  cf  long  research  has  been  made  to  find  who  and 
when  these  responsible  people  are  and  the  years  they  served. 
This  list  is  not  complete,  but  mention  is  made  here  of  the  majori- 
ty of  custodians  of  the  L.D.S.  hall  and  chapels.   No  dates  will  be 
mentioned, 

Robert  Quinn,  Frank  Wallace  Farnsworth,  Severin  Christensen, 
Otto  Jorgensen,  Lorin  Freeman,  William  Messick,  Pearl  Christensen, 
Bert  McCurdy,  William  Petersen,  Lynn  Dye,  Freeman  Family,  Cyril 
Thompson,  Verdell  Prestwich,  and  Austin  Brown, 

The  histories  of  these  faithful  people  have  been  included  in 
other  chapters  under  their  various  vocations.   All  personal  his- 
tories in  this  volume  are  used  by  permission. 

FRANKLIN  WALLACE  FARNSWORTH  -  Custodian  and  Carpenter 

ANNA  REBECCA  ANDREASON 

Anna  worked  for  Brigham  Young's  wife,  Lucy  B. ,  in  the  Beehive 
House  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  when  a  young  lady  in  1877.   Anna 
was  a  Danish  convert.   Frank  and  Anna  went  into  San  Juan  County 
with  twenty  other  families  to  settle  the  Blue  Mountain  area.   They 
crossed  the  Colorado  River  several  times,  sometimes  on  horses, 
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other  times  on  a  ferry.   Either  way  was  a  frightening  experience. 
They  worked  with  the  Navajo  Indians  across  the  river  from  Bluff 
and  Monticello,  Utah. 

Farnsworths  came  to  Idaho  in  1894-98.   They  lived  in  Taylor, 
Iona  and  Milo  before  coming  to  Basalt  in  1918. 

Anna  was  Primary  President  in  Basalt.   She  boarded  school 
teachers,  and  took  care  of  a  county  patient.  Anna  did  beautiful 
quilts,  afghans  and  doilies. 

Frank  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.   He  was  custodian  of  the 
L.D.S.  Church  for  many  years.   Frank  was  a  very  spiritual  man. 
He  was  helped  by  the  Lord  to  heal  many  people.   He  owned  a  horse 
who  disliked  the  female  sex.   The  horse  would  chase  women  when  he 
would  see  them.   One  of  the  young  girls,  Chloe,  was  struck  by  the 
horses'  hoofs  as  she  was  trying  to  get  into  the  rock  house  where 
her  grandparents  lived.   This  house  still  stands,  it  is  owned  by 
Amber  Glenn  and  is  vacant  now. 

Farnsworths  were  truck  gardners,  had  lots  of  berries.   Before 
coming  to  Basalt  they  had  a  large  boarding  house  in  Idaho  Falls, 
where  the  Staker  Photo  Shop  is.   It  faced  C  Street  on  Memorial 
Drive.   Frank  died  in  1929  of  anemia  and  Anna  returned  to  Idaho 
Falls. 

Fontella  Benham  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  Farnsworths. 
She  married  Melville  Benham.   They  operated  the  Basalt  Store  and 
Post  Office  for  several  years.   Only  two  children  came  here.   (Fon- 
tella's  history  is  under  Postal  Service).   Another  daughter,  Anna 
Luella  married  Lawrence  Thornton.   They  lived  south  of  Firth,  neigh- 
bors to  Duff  Quinn. 


LAWRENCE  THORNTON  -  ANNA  LUELLA  FARNSWORTH  -  Carpenter 

Lawrence  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.   After  he  married  Luella 
they  moved  to  Firth,  about  1920.   Lawrence  learned  the  knack  of 
gardening  from  Duff  Quinn,  as  Lawrence  had  worked  for  Duff  in  his 
truck  gardening  business.   Lawrence  and  Luella  rented  a  yellow  L- 
shaped  house  across  from  Duff  and  were  close  to  their  work. 

Lawrence  and  Luella  had  eleven  children:   Elda,  Erma,  Sadie, 
Erlin,  Chloe,  Genevive,  Virgil,  Ruth,  Margaret,  Raymond  and  Lapreal 

The  Thorntons  moved  to  the  Kimball  Ward.   Anthonys,  Tolmans, 
Hutchinsons,  and  Kendalls  were  their  neighbors. 


OTTO  JORGENSEN  -  Custodian 

Otto  was  the  son  of  Amos  and  Harriett  Jorgensen.   He  had  lost 
one  leg  when  the  brake  on  his  wagon  broke  while  going  down  a  steep 
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grade   His  disability  was  never  a  handicap  to  Otto.   He  accompli- 
shed much  more  than  any  ordinary  man  with  two  legs.   He  came  to  Ba- 
salt about  1920,   He  had  a  fine  intellect  and  was  quick  to  observe 
the  needs  of  his  fellow  men.   He  was  outstandingly  good  to  the 
scouts  and  younger  people.   He  worked  with  the  boys  of  the  communi- 
ty.  Otto  lived  across  the  street  from  Rhoda  Bryant's  place.   He 
had  honey  bees  and  belonged  to  the  Bee  Mans  Co-op.   He  helped  his 
mother  with  bees  many  years.   His  extracting  house  was  back  of  Kot- 
ter's  place  -  his  old  home.   Otto  operated  a  store  in  Basalt  in  1911, 
and  he  worked  for  Joseph  Dye,  no  one  knows  for  how  long.   He  had  an 
ice  house  near  where  Kotters  live.   He  would  saw  large  blocks  of  ice 
from  the  Snake  River,   It  was  hauled  to  the  ice  house  and  buried  in 
clean  sawdust.   The  boys  of  the  town  surely  loved  the  cold  lemonade 
with  ice  from  Otto's  ice  house.   Otto  was  a  counselor  of  the  Basalt 
Ward  to  Bishop  Philip  Paskett  in  1924-28.   A  book  could  be  written 
of  the  kind  things  Otto  did  for  others. 

He  was  clerk  of  the  town  board  when  the  cemetery  was  fenced  in 
1923.   Otto  was  a  Sunday  School  Superintendent.   He  was  constable 
of  Basalt  for  many  years.   OLto  and  his  wife,  Vida  had  one  son,  Ver- 
non, living  in  Denver,  Colorado,   And  a  daughter,  Bell.   Otto  moved 
to  California  where  he  passed  away. 


WILLIAM  PETERSON  -  VETA  MONSON  -  Custodian 

William  came  from  Hyrum,  Utah,  to  Goshen,  where  he  met  Veta  Mon- 
son,  daughter  of  Helma  Winger  and  Peter  Monson  of  Goshen.   Veta 
lived  with  her  parents  in  Washington  and  Oregon  for  many  years  where 
Peter  worked  on  the  railroad,   Veta  loved  the  waterways  and  the  fer- 
ries.  She  spent  hours  near  the  ocean. 

After  moving  to  Goshen,  the  Monsons  homesteaded  on  the  east  side 
of  Big  Sand  Creek,  east  of  Firth.   Peter  was  Bishop  of  the  Goshen 
Ward,   Veta  attended  Goshen  school.   She  was  brought  up  in  a  reli- 
gious home. 

William  and  Veta  made  their  home  in  Goshen  for  many  years. 
Their  seven  children  were  born  there;  Virginia,  Wayne,  Hazel,  Donna, 
Carol,  Dean  and  Ross.   The  Petersons  had  28  grandchildren  and  seven 
great-grandchildren.   Only  two  lived  around  Basalt  and  Firth.   Dean 
lived  at  Firth.   He  passed  away  in  1970c   He  worked  for  R.  T.  French 
in  Shelley.   Hazel  married  Charles  Lyons,  lives  across  the  street 
from  the  chapel  in  Basalt.   The  other  children  have  married  and  moved 
away, 

In  1945  they  moved  to  Basalt.   They  bought  the  home  where  Ar- 
dell  Messick  lives.   William  was  a  lover  of  flowers.   He  was  care- 
taker of  the  Basalt  Chapel  for  two  years,  where  fresh  flowers  adorned 
the  stand  from  Peterson's  garden.   William  passed  away  in  1949. 
Veta  lived  alone  and  tried  to  keep  the  flowers  growing  that  William 
had  planted,   Veta  never  tasted  death,  as  was  promised  her  in  a  pat- 
riarichal  blessing,   She  died  in  her  sleep  in  1969.   She  took  care 
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of  her  home  and  self  to  the  very  last.   (One  of  her  poems  is  in  the 
Art  Chapter), 


C.  Wo  MCCURDY  -  BERT  MCCURDY  AND  IDA  D.  BERG 

The  father  and  mother  of  Charles  and  Laura  Berg,  sister  to  Hans 
Berg,  McCurdy  came  from  Mississippi  in  1902,  as  converts  to  the  L.D. 
S.  Church .   Charles  served  the  north  in  the  Civil  War.   His  amnesty 
has  the  signature  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln.   (From  commissioners 
record  Vol.  C.  P.  33). 

C.  W.  McCurdy  was  registrar  of  the  Basalt  Precinct  July  19, 
1902c   In  November,  1902,  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Basalt 
Townsite.   In  1904,  his  name  was  on  the  election  ticket.   The  elec- 
tion was  held  at  Basalt.   On  July  13,  1906,  C.  W.  McCurdy  was  still 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  (Unquote) 

From  the  preceding  information  we  know  the  McCurdy' s  were  here 
when  the  townsite  was  laid  out. 

The  McCurdy 's  built  a  two  room  log  house  close  by  the  river. 
They  fished  for  food  many  times.   Mr.  McCurdy  bought  the  old  church 
and  made  three  rooms.   This  is  still  part  of  the  Bailey  home  on  the 
Yellowstone  Highway  where  old  Basalt  used  to  be. 

Charles  worked  in  Blackfoot;  he  also  taught  school  in  Firth. 
The  school  children  were  divided,  the  older  McCurdy  children  attended 
the  cemetery  school,  now  dismantled,  the  younger  ones  in  the  basement 
of  the  new  school  in  Basalt  Townsite. 

Bert  McCurdy  married  Ida  Druselle  Berg  in  1928.   Bert  and  Ida 
lived  in  a  little  frame  house  across  east  of  Aldie  Pike,  where 
Frank  Bailey  built  the  brick  housec   Alvin  Neilsen  lives  there  now. 
Vernon  and  Myrtle  Olson  lived  there  before  McCurdys. 

Bert  was  custodian  of  the  L.D.S.  Chapel  for  several  years.   He 
was  released  in  1947.   William  Peterson  was  custodian  until  his 
death  in  1949. 

Bert  found  work  that  took  him  away  from  his  children.   His  wife 
died  in  1938  and  left  Bert  with  two  children,  Darlene  and  Kay.   Gran- 
dma Berg  helped  so  much  with  mothering  them. 


LORIN  FREEMAN  -  (1)  EMMA  E.  CROFTS  -  (2)  DELORES  FREEMAN  -  Custodian 

Carpenter 

Lorin  and  Emma  Crofts  were  married  in  1909.   He  had  helped  his 

parents  move  from  Arizona,  Lorin  built  a  small  house  of  two  rooms, 

just  north  of  his  father's  house,  on  his  father's  lot.   Ed  Nelson 
lived  in  this  house. 

Lorin  was  a  carpenter  and  made  a  fair  living.   He  had  the  first 
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threshing  machine  in  Basalt,  and  did  custom  work.   He  made  coffins. 
They  could  not  be  purchased  ready  made  at  that  time.   He  built  cup- 
boards and  helped  remodel  for  friends.   He  was  custodian  of  the 
L.D,S.  Chapel  for  many  years.   He  was  custodian  of  the  Basalt 
School c   Lor in  and  his  father,  Elijah,  hauled  cedar  wood  from  the 
lavas  and  sold  some  to  help  buy  groceries.   They  kept  a  large  pile 
in  the  yard  for  use.   One  rime  the  hot  ashes  from  the  kitchen 
range  were  dumped  near  the  wood.   A  huge  fire  blazed  and  burned  most 
everything  but  the  house.   The  neighbors  helped  save  it.   Lorin  took 
time  to  homestead  on  Miner  Creek  in  1914  (more  is  told  of  this  in 
the  chapter  on  Homesteading) . 

Lorin  married  Delores  Jensen  Hyatt,  a  sister  to  Dell  Jensen  in 
1928.   Delores'  husband  was  deceased.   Lorin  and  Delores  moved  into 
the  father's  home  as  the  parents  were  deceased.   Lorin  adopted  two 
children  of  Delores',  and  he  had  six  of  his  own.   Both  Lorin  and 
Delores  worked  hard  to  feed  and  clothe  all  of  the  children.   Lorin 
was  handy  with  tools,  after  working  as  a  carpenter  all  day  he  would 
spend  hours  in  his  shop  sharpening  picks  and  shovels. 

He  tried  farming  near  Woodrow  Petersens.   He  had  a  large  ice 
house  with  clean  sawdust  in  it.   He  would  go  to  the  Snake  River  in 
the  winters  cut  blocks  of  ice  and  preserve  them  in  the  sawdust. 
Many  of  the  townspeople  bought  ice  to  make  homemade  ice  cream. 
Zella,  his  daughter,  remembers  he  would  lift  the  ice  with  large 
ice  tongs. 

Lorin  and  Delores  had  eight  more  children,  making  a  family  of 
sixteen;  Lavon,  Zella,  Kenneth,  Paul,  Melvin,  Franklin,  Jerry  and 
Richard.   Carl  and  Marjorie  were  the  adopted  children  from  Delores 's 
first  marriage.   Lorin  held  two  jobs  most  of  the  time  to  provide 
for  them.   His  health  was  poor  and  he  often  worked  in  his  shop  for 
reliefs   Many  of  the  homes  in  Basalt  have  some  of  his  carpenter  work, 
He  served  as  a  counselor  to  Bishop  Earl  Kelsey  in  1930-33.   He  was 
Superintendent  of  Sunday  School  three  times,  besides  the  other  posi- 
tions.  He  had  been  custodian  of  the  L.D.Sc  Chapel  when  he  passed 
away  in  January,  1964,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.   He  is 
buried  in  Basalt  cemetery,   Only  a  few  of  the  first  family  live  in 
the  Shelley  Stake. 

Delores  has  a  mobile  home  in  Basalt* 


LORIN  AND  EMMA'S  CHILDREN 
JESSE  DYE  -  BEATRICE  FREEMAN  -  Farmer 

Beatrice  married  Jesse  Dye,  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  Peck  Dye. 
Jesse  has  farmed  most  of  his  life,   Both  he  and  Beatrice  have  held 
many  responsible  ward  and  stake  positions.   Beatrice  is  County  Cap- 
tain of  North  Bingham  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers.   She  has  other 
ward  positions.   Beatrice  works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Four  of  their 
sons  filled  missions   They  have  two  daughters.   Jesse  has  worked 
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on  the  school  board .  The  Dyes  have  retired  and  live  in  their  com- 
fortable home  south  and  east  of  Shelley  on  the  toes  of  the  Shelley 
Butte. 

NEIL  FREEMAN  -  GLADYS  MCBRIDE  -  Farmer  and  Idaho  Supreme 

Neil  and  Gladys,  daughter  of  McBrides  who  formerly  lived  in 
Basalt,  bought  a  farm  north  and  east  of  Goshen.   Neil  is  farming 
and  Gladys  works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Neil  and  Gladys  have  six  child- 
ren, one  in  college. 


LORIN  AND  DELORES'S  CHILDREN 

All  the  sixteen  children  received  their  education  in  the  Basalt 
and  Firth  High  Schools. 

CARL  -  married  Virginia  Moore.   He  served  overseas.   He  is  Superinten- 
dent of  Ready  Mix  Concrete  in  Idaho  Falls.   Carl  and  Virginia  had 
five  children  when  Virginia  passed  away.   Carl  married  Marcella  Bar- 
ton in  1971 o   He  has  remodeled  and  made  a  comfortable  home  in  Basalt. 

KENNETH  -  married  a  little  German  girl,  Bessie  Hass,   He  served  over- 
seas.  He  is  supervisor  at  Ready  Mix  Concrete  in  Idaho  Falls,   They 
have  three  children. 

JERRY  -  married  Wilma  Weimer .   He  was  in  the  service  in  Hawaii.   He 
works  with  bees.   They  have  three  children. 

MELVIN  -  continued  his  education  and  attended  college.   He  is  a  tea- 
cher.  He  has  taught  school  several  years.   He  served  the  U.  S.  in 
Hawaii,   Melvin  married  Lois  Gary  Clements. 

PAUL  -  married  Helen  Joy  Parrmer.   They  built  a  new  home  in  Basalt. 
Paul  served  the  U.  S.  in  Austria  and  Italy.   Paul  is  a  foreman  for 
Ready  Mix  Concrete  in  Idaho  Falls. 

FRANKLIN  -  married  Nancy  Schripture,   He  works  for  P.M.L.,  Pacific 
Missile  Insulation,   He  helps  build  missiles  and  filters.   He  was  in 
the  service.   They  have  three  children. 

RICHARD  -  is  not  married ,   He  is  a  barber.   He  also  served  in  Hawaii 
for  the  U.  S.   Six  sons  of  Lorin  and  Delores  served  in  the  Armed 
Forced  during  World  War  II. 

ZELLA  -  married  Mr.  Darmehl.   She  lives  in  Idaho  Falls,   Her  husband 
works  for  Ready-To-Pour .   It  is  a  family  concern,  evidently.   Zella 
is  Librarian  in  the  Bush  Elementary  School.   She  has  two  sons  in 
the  Air  Force.   She  has  nine  children. 

MARJORIE  -  married  Reed  Bates.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls  and  have 
nine  children, 

42 


AUSTIN  S.  BROWN  -  ELIDA  BERG  -  Custodian 

Austin's  parents,  John  Milton  and  Annie  E.  Brown,  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent.   Austin  was  born  a  Canadian.   Received  his  schooling 
in  Canada,   He  came  to  Basalt  in  1923.   He  worked  in  the  Sugar  Fac- 
tory for  one  year.   He  lived  in  Arizona  for  two  years.   He  rented  a 
farm  for  two  years.   He  worked  for  the  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation 
District  two  summers  and  in  the  potato  warehouses  in  the  winters. 
He  worked  for  Leonard  Crosett  and  Riley  Company  in  1932-33.   Austin 
was  State  Inspector  of  Potatoes  from  1943-48,  when  he  operated  the 
warehouse  for  Idaho  Potato  Growers  until  1959.   Austin  bought  for 
French  Fry  for  Idaho  Potato  Growers  until  1966. 

Since  1966,  Austin  has  been  doing  custodial  work  at  the  L.D.S. 
Chapel  and  the  past  summer,  1971,  has  been  Sexton  for  the  Basalt 
Cemetery c 

After  Austin  and  Elida  were  married  in  1936,  they  lived  around 
where  Austin  worked.  They  bought  the  Luther  Tufts  house,  one  block 
west  cf  the  chapel.   They  have  lived  in  the  same  house  since  1942, 

Elida  was  raised  in  Basalt,  where  she  attended  school.   All 
the  years  Austin  has  been  custodian,  Elida  has  been  helping  him. 
She  took  good  care  of  her  mother  before  she  passed  away.   Austin  and 
Elida  had  five  girls:   Sonja,  the  oldest,  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
ten  with  a  nervous  asthma;  Carolee,  married  Don  Dial  and  lives  in 
Clearfield,  Utah.   Mona,  married  Verdell  Prestwich  and  has  a  beauty 
shop  in  her  basement,   Delsa  married  Robert  Quim,  and  they  live  in 
Provo.   Kathryn  is  at  home,   She  is  not  married.   She  was  injured  in 
a  car  accident. 

The  girls  all  received  awards  in  4-H  and  were  graduates  of  Firth 
High  School.   Elida  relates  a  spiritual  occasion,  "When  the  church 
house  was  dedicated,  August  26,  1945  by  LeGrand  Richards,  we  had  Bis- 
hop LeGrand  Richards,  President  Berkley  Larsen  and  Brother  Anderson, 
the  church  architect  over  to  our  house  for  dinner.   Before  going  to 
church  that  evening,  Bishop  LeGrand  Richards  blessed  our  home.   Aus- 
tin was  the  Bishop  of  the  Ward  at  this  time  of  the  dedication  " 

Austin  was  Bishop  of  the  Basalt  Ward  from  1943-47.   He  was  high 
councilman  from  1951-1961,   Austin  filled  two  missions  for  the  L.D.S. 
Church,  both  to  the  southern  states.   First,  was  from  Canada  in 
1919-22;  second,  from  1925-26  -  six  months.   Austin  served  as  first 
counselor  to  Bishop  Philip  Paskett  1928-29,   Elida  and  the  girls  have 
all  been  ardent  workers  in  the  different  organizations. 


REED  CHRISTENSEN  -  MABEL  CHRISTENSEN  -  Custodian 

Not  all  the  custodians  have  been  in  buildings  at  Basalt  or 
Firth,   Some  people  do  custodial  work  as  a  vocation,  such  as  Reed 
Christensen,  who  works  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  as  custodian  and  jani- 
tor, where  he  has  worked  for  seven  years.   Reed  and  Mabel  came  to 
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Basalt  from  Grant,  Idaho  in  1939.   They  purchased  a  small  acreage 
from  Nora  E0  Jones  and  raised  strawberries  and  raspberries .   They 
had  a  few  milk  cows  and  sold  to  Challenge  from  1937-42.   Reed  drove 
a  Challenge  truck  for  a  few  months  as  a  substitute.   Reed  and  Mabel 
went  to  the  west  coast  where  Reed  worked  as  a  welder  in  the  Kaiser 
Ship  Yards  near  Portland,  Oregon.   In  1945  the  Christensens  returned 
to  Basalt  where  Reed  worked  as  a  laborer  for  Wilson  Potato  Company, 
and  for  Utah  and  Idaho  Sugar  Company  until  he  was  injured  when  a 
stack  of  sugar  fell  on  him  in  1958.   Reed  was  discharged,  but  still 
tried  to  make  a  living.   In  1959,  Mabel  took  nurses  training  and 
has  been  employed  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  since.   She  is  now  an  LPN. 

Reed  cells  this  story,  "After  the  depression  of  1929,  wages 
were  $30„00  a  month,  work  was  scarce.   I  shot  jack  rabbits  near 
Roberts  and  sold  them  for  four  cents  each  to  help  buy  some  grocer- 
ies.  This,  at  one  time,  was  my  only  source  of  income." 

Reed  and  Mabel  have  worked  in  wards  where  they  have  lived. 
Mabel  is  Secretary  of  Relief  Society  at  Basalt  at  present.  She 
and  Reed  commute  to  and  from  the  hospital  tc  work  each  day. 

Five  children  were  born  to  them;  Marion,  was  valedictorian, 
married  Dean  Esplin,  who  is  a  teacher  at  Shelley;  Dale,  specialized 
in  music  and  carpentry.   He  has  been  Bishop  of  Firth  since  1970  and 
works  as  a  carpenter.   He  married  Beth  Bolander;  Lorraine  works 
with  music  and  is  married  to  Wayne  Schorzman;  Maxine,  tied  as  salu- 
tatorian  from  elementary  school,  married  Merril  Fife  and  lives  in 
Glendora,  California;  Darlene,  went  to  state  with  a  debating  team. 
Reed  and  Mabel  have  twenty-six  grandchildren. 


FIRTH  WARD  -  1924 

Most  of  the  Latter-Day-Saints  lived  on  farms  when  the  town  of 
Firth  was  started.   There  were  very  few  members  in  the  Firth  Town- 
site.   All  members  had  been  going  to  Basalt  since  the  beginning,  in 
1885  -  with  never  a  thought  of  division,  even  after  the  canal  caused 
the  first  community  house  tc  be  moved.   The  church,  after  it  was 
moved,  was  a  part  of  the  Bailey  home.   Still,  all  the  church  were  as 
one. 

After  the  town  of  Basalt  was  moved  from  the  railroad  up  on  the 
bench  and  Firth  received  stores  and  a  Post  Office,  the  L.D.S.  still 
attended  the  church  that  they  so  willingly  helped  build. 

At  a  Sunday  School  in  1917,  some  four  hundred  people  were  in  at- 
tendance.  The  old  hall  where  they  had  been  meeting  since  1906  was 
bulged.   Whisperings  were  going  around  of  a  division  or  an  expansion. 
The  ward  of  Basalt  had  a  membership  of  1,215  people  in  1924,   In- 
dependent primaries  had  been  held  two  years  before  the  division,   The 
ward  was  divided  in  1924,  the  boundary  lines  between  Goshen,  Shelley 
and  Firth.   The  Goshen  spur  of  railroad  was  used  as  a  dividing  line 
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for  many  years. 

The  Firth  members  had  no  church,  so  the  top  of  the  Ramsey  Build- 
ing was  rented.  The  upstairs  had  one  large  room  and  four  classrooms, 
two  on  each  side  of  the  hall.  The  building  had  been  an  old  apartment 
house. 

The  Firth  Ward  was  organized  June  16,  1924,  with  John  Lyon  as 
Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward.   The  little  ward  struggled  and  prospered 
after  many  years  of  strenuous  effort  and  lack  of  money  raising  pro- 
jects.  For  ten  years  the  ward  people  used  the  Ramsey  Building.   The 
population  was  growing  and  membership  increasing  to  the  extent  that 
there  was  insufficient  room  and  accommodations  for  all  the  members.^ 

Plans  were  formulated  and  blueprints  drawn  up  for  a  new  chapel. 
Bishop  Lyon  and  the  building  committees  had  met  with  and  obtained 
approval  of  the  General  Authorities  in  Salt  Lake  City  who  had  visited 
Firth  Ward  and  observed  the  dire  need  of  a  chapel . 

A  small  red  brick  chapel  with  a  small  recreation  room,  kitchen 
and  basement,  and  a  small  chapel  room  was  dedicated  August  30,  1935. 
Bishop  Franklin  Albert  Hanny  had  been  bishop  about  one  year.   This 
little  chapel  was  built  two  blocks  east  of  the  tracks  on  the  corner, 
north  of  the  Dye  or  Firth  School. 

The  members  were  grateful  for  the  comfortable  quarters,  but  al- 
ways regretted  that  the  building  had  not  been  made  larger,  as  the 
membership  was  growing  so  fast.   This  was  the  home  of  the  Firth  L.D.S, 
Ward  for  thirty  years. 

The  Mutual  Improvement  Association's  program  became  so  extensive 
and  basketball  and  other  sports  were  encouraged  with  no  room  to  play. 
The  Junior  Sunday  School  had  grown  beyond  capacity  to  take  care  of 
the  children.   Classrooms  were  crowded,  the  heating  obsolete  and  the 
chapel  room  filled  each  Sunday  with  an  overflow  on  the  stage. 

A  new  chapel  was  dreamed  about  for  several  years  before  it  mat- 
erialized.  A  building  fun  raising  committee  was  chosen  and  hung  a 
large  thermometer  within  the  chapel.   The  mercury  raised  slowly  but 
steadily. 

When  Afton  Crofts  was  Bishop,  a  building  committee  was  chosen, 
plans  were  made,  blueprints  given  approval  and  a  new  modern  cinder- 
block  building  with  brick  facing  was  erected.   It  was  large  and  spa- 
cious enough  to  house  the  growing  population  and  membership  of  the 
Firth  Ward.   Ic  has  an  adequate  recreation  room  and  numerous  class- 
rooms, a  modern  kitchen  and  delightful  Relief  Society  Room. 

The  chapel  was  dedicated  March  7,  1965  by  Presiding  Bishop  of 
the  Church,  John  H.  Vandenberg. 

Bishops  of  the  Firth  Ward  since  1924  are:   John  Lyon,  Franklin 
Albert  Hanny,  Stanley  G.  Dye,  John  Chapman,  Afton  Crofts,  Lloyd  Bol- 
ander  and  Dale  Christensen,  the  present  bishop,  1971. 
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Firth's  membership  is  nearing  1,000.   In  1930,  Firth  had  a  mem- 
bership of  236. 

FIRTH  CHURCH  CUSTODIANS 

When  the  Firth  Ward  was  holding  services  in  the  Ramsey  Building 
up  above  the  store,  the  families  took  turns  at  cleaning  the  rooms. 

After  the  little  red  chapel  was  built,  Arney  and  Ingelborg  Bol- 
stad  helped  do  the  janitorial  work  for  some  time.   Myron  and  Lucy 
Dye  assisted  at  one  time.   Barber  Dye  was  custodian  for  many,  many 
years  until  his  death  in  1962.   His  sister,  Ada  Johnson,  helped  by 
doing  the  cleaning  for  the  chapel  for  about  a  year.   After  Barber 
passed  away,  Reed  Daines  was  custodian  until  his  retirement  in  1971. 
Hyrum  Mecham  is  the  present  custodian^   Other  custodian  histories 
are  in  other  chapters . 

REED  DAINES  -  VERA  EDMUND  -  BERNEICE  SLIGHTON  (Deceased)  -  Custodian 

The  Daines  came  from  Hyde  Park,  Utah,  and  bought  a  farm  south 
and  east  of  Firth,   Reed  married  Berneice  Slighton  from  Woodville. 
Two  children  were  born  to  them:   Eldon  and  Norene.   Berneice  passed 
away  in  1949.   Reed  tried  to  farm  and  keep  the  children.   He  sold 
milk  to  Kraft  from  1938-63.   Reed  married  Vera  Edmund  a  few  years 
later. 

The  Daines  sold  their  farm  and  bought  a  place  in  Firth  Townsite 
in  1964c   Reed  became  custodian  of  the  Firth  Chapel,  where  Vera  helped 
him  for  six  years.   The  Daines  had  been  farmers  before.   Vera  became 
ill  and  could  not  help  Reed  as  before.   Her  eyes  were  afflicted  from 
her  diabetic  condition. 

Vera  joined  the  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers  in  1958,  as  a  charter 
member  and  was  chairman  for  years.   She  has  retired  from  all  public 
positions . 

Reed  and  Vera  have  outstanding  high  bred  roses.   One  of  the 
roses  measured  bh   inches  across.   Their  back  porch  is  filled  with 
numerous  potted,  hanging  and  boxed  plants.   The  yard  is  an  array  of 
color  all  summer.   Vera  and  Reed  are  retired  and  enjoy  their  flowers. 

HYRUM  MORONI  MECHAM  -  MILDRED  VIVIAN  PASKETT  -  Custodian 

Hyrum' s  parents  were  Moroni  Leonard  and  Amelia  Curtis  Mecham. 
Hyrum  came  to  Firth  as  a  child  where  he  attended  both  elementary  and 
high  school.   He  married  Mildred  in  1937,  a  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Gerra  Paskett  of  Basalt.   She  attended  Basalt  elementary  and  was  a 
graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Most  of  Mildred's  life  was  lived  in 
the  big  rock  house,  Marie  Jensen's  home  in  Basalt, 
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Hyrum  and  Mildred  purchased  some  lots  in  the  Nielson  Addition 
west  of  the  water  tank  in  1938.   These  lots  were  in  sage  brush,  which 
they  removed  and  moved  a  house  on  it.   Later,  they  built  a  house  on 
the  lot  west  of  it.   Mecham's  still  own  the  lots.   Hyrum  has  worked 
at  several  vocations.   Spud  house,  lumber  company,  was  given  a  mana- 
gers position  at  Shoshone,  where  he  lived  two  years.   In  1945,  Hyrum 
worked  for  the  county  as  Weed  Supervisor,  and  to  Jerome  at  the  same 
position.   In  1952,  he  purchased  Firth  Mill  and  Elevator  from  W.  P. 
Wilson  and  E.  T.  Pixton.   In  1961,  Hyrum  became  owner  as  Midlands 
closed  their  control.   Hyrum  expanded  the  business  and  operated  until 
1971,  the  dust  became  a  hazard  to  his  health.   Hyrum  sold  the  busi- 
ness to  Claude  L.  Mecham,  who  had  worked  at  the  elevator  for  years. 

Hyrum  was  a  member  of  the  town  board  and  of  the  Lions  Club  for 
twenty-five  years,  having  held  every  office  in  the  club.   Hyrum 
worked  as  counselor  to  Lloyd  Bolander  as  bishop  for  five  years. 
During  this  time  there  was  many  ward  positions  held  by  Hyrum.   Hy- 
rum is  custodian  at  the  L.D.S.  Chapel  in  Firth. 

Mildred  has  held  responsible  positions  in  Business  and  Profes- 
sional Women's  Club,  Ladies  Lyon  Club,  Sunday  School,  Primary  and 
M.IoA.  worker.   Mildred  was  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School  and  has  been 
in  the  ward  Relief  Society  Presidency  for  eight  years,  and  still 
maintains  that  position.   In  the  meantime,  Hyrum  and  Mildred  raised 
a  family  of  five  children:   Larry  J.  and  Garda  Hale  -  five  children. 
Larry  graduated  from  U.S.U.  at  Logan  as  a  medical  technologist.   He 
has  been  employed  in  Wyoming,  Arizona  and  California  in  hospitals. 
He  is  attending  chiropractic  school  after  hours.   Sherman  L.  mar- 
ried June  Butler  of  Shelley,  spent  one  year  at  U.S.U.  at  Logan,  fil- 
led a  mission,  attended  Ricks  College,  met  and  married  June.   They 
both  attended  B.Y.U.  at  Provo.   Sherman  graduated  with  a  B.A.  degree, 
and  is  coach  at  Firth,   Marsha  L.,  born  while  her  father  was  in  the 
service.   A  graduate  of  Ricks  College,  has  worked  as  a  secretary  and 
married  John  Tucker.   They  lived  in  Connecticut  until  John  was  dis- 
charged.  He  is  a  teacher  part  time  at  Firth  High  School  and  will 
graduate  from  I.S.U,  in  the  spring.   They  have  two  children:   Phil- 
lip D.,  was  manager  of  football  and  basketball,  attended  Ricks  Col- 
lege one  semester,  married  Nancy  Ricker  of  Shelley.   Employed  at 
R.  T.  French  in  Shelley. 
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L.D.S.  MISSIONARIES 


The  main  concern  of  the  early  settlers  after  they  had  built 
shelter  for  themselves  and  livestock  was  to  get  their  ground  cleared 
from  brush  and  make  canals.   It  took  twelve  years  to  accomplish  this. 
By  1890-1900  several  were  getting  comfortable  dwellings  and  their 
land  moderately  improved.   The  next  important  things  for  the  people 
of  the  L.D.S.  Church  to  do  was  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  all  the  world.   Missionaries  were  being  called  from  all  communi- 
ties where  the  people  were  financially  able  to  support  them.   These 
missionaries  would  spend  a  week  in  Salt  Lake  City  in  the  Missionary 
Home  learning  the  basics  and  then  were  sent  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  they  were  required  to  spend  their  full  time  in  studying 
and  proselyting  for  two  years. 

As  Basalt  and  Firth  were  in  the  same  ward  until  1924,  the  mis- 
sionaries will  be  listed  from  Basalt  until  that  date: 


NAME 


PLACE 


DATE 


BASALT 


Joseph  Dye 
John  Berg 
John  Berg 
Charles  Criddle 
Andrew  0.  Inglestrom 
John  Lyons 
L.  Ivan  Jensen 
Hyrum  Cooper 
John  Amor 
James  Quinn 
Bert  L.  Pope 
Floyd  Pope 
Doyle  Jensen 
Charles  F.  Pope 
Earl  G.  Frandsen 
Hans  C.  Gregorson 
Walter  E.  Dye 
George  L.  Messick 
Francis  E.  Kelsey 
Alfred  Armstrong 
Eva  Dye 
Rachel  Dye 
George  J.  Davis 
James  D.  Dye 
Albert  Hanny 
Irven  Christensen 
George  E.  McBride 
Andrew  M.  Johnson 
Albert  Dewey  Nilsson 


Southern  States 
Norway 
Norway 

Great  Britian 
Sweden 

Southern  States 
Northern  States 
Central  States 
Northern  States 
Southern  States 
Southern  States 
Southern  States 
Germany 

Southern  States 
Netherlands 
Southern  States 
Eastern  States 
Southern  States 
Central  States 
Central  States 
Central  States 
Central  States 
Central  States 
Central  States 
Switzerland 
Western  States 
Southern  States 
Southern  States 
Canadian 
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1899- 
1901- 
1908- 
1904- 
1904- 
1905- 
1906- 
1907- 
1907- 
1907- 
1908- 
1909- 
1908- 
1909- 
1911- 
1912- 
1913- 
1913- 
1915- 
1915- 
1915- 
1915- 
1915- 
1916- 
1916- 
1916- 
1919- 
1918- 
1919- 


-1901 
•1903 
-1910 
■1905 
-1906 
•1907 
•1908 
•1909 
■1909 
■1909 
•1910 
•1911 
•1910 
1911 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1915 
1917 
1917 
1917 
1917 
1917 
1918 
1918 
1918 
1921 
1920 
1921 


NAME 

Maiden  Dye 

Hattie  Jensen 

Lorenzo  Berg 

Louis  Nebeker 

Doyle  Jensen 

Beatrice  Jensen 

Thelma  Robinson  Hoskins 

Lloyd  V.  Frandsen 

Merrill  Gregorson 

Frank  C.  Paskett 

Philip  Paskett 

Cyril  Thompson 

Leo  C.  Harper 

Reed  Johnson 

Hattie  Jensen  (2nd) 

Lewis  F.  Willis 

Grant  E.  Blake 

Elizabeth  Anderson 

Verna  M.  Thompson 

Dalyle  A.  Esplin 

Ar  thur  Dye 

Charles  Berg 

Ross  Peterson 

Val  Christensen 

Merlyn  Jensen 

Bryant  J.  Stringham 

Miranda  C.  Stringham 

Leon  Esplin 

Milan  E.  Roundy 

Dell  D.  Steck 

Sterling  Morris 

Ronald  J.  Whiting 

Norman  D.  Daines 

Allan  C.  Lyons 

Lyle  Verdell  Hillman 

Gerald  Esplin 

L.  Dorene  Gibbs 

Larry  Esplin 

Darrell  Trent  Hillman 

S.  Kirstine  Gibbs 

Willis  F.  Howell 

Deanna  R.  Armstrong 

Carolee  Brown 

Ed  L.  Christensen 

Danny  K.  Armstrong 

Robert  H.  Messick 

Irene  Gibbs 

LaRee  Thompson 

Larry  Heward  Madsen 

Jerry  Dale  Roundy 


PLACE 


DATE 


Eastern  States 

1920-1922 

Southern  States 

1920-1922 

Western  States 

1920-1922 

Southern  States 

1923-1925 

California 

1928-1930 

Central  States 

1928-1930 

Central  States 

1929-1931 

Central  States 

1929-1931 

Central  States 

1929-1931 

North  Central  States 

1930-1932 

North  Central  States 

1930-1932 

California 

1935-1937 

East  Central  States 

1935-1937 

Western  States 

1937-1939 

Southern  States 

1938-1940 

California 

1942-1944 

Spanish  American 

1942-1944 

North  Central  States 

1942-1944 

California 

1946-1948 

North  Central 

1946-1948 

Central  States 

Central  States 

North  Western 

1953-1959 

North  Western 

1953-1959 

Northern  States 

1955-1957 

Western  States 

1955-1957 

California 

1955-1957 

East  Central 

1956-1958 

Netherlands 

1957-1959 

South  Australian 

1958-1960 

West  Spanish  American 

1959-1961 

New  England 

1960-1962 

Great  Lakes 

1960-1962 

New  Zealand 

1960-1962 

North  British 

1960-1962 

Great  Lakes 

1960-1962 

West  Canadian 

1961-1963 

Florida 

1961-1963 

Canadian 

1961-1963 

Southern  States 

1961-1963 

French  East 

1961-1963 

Central  States 

1961-1963 

Australian 

1963-1965 

Southern  States 

1967  (6  mo.) 

Eastern  States 

1964-1966 

Irish 

1964-1966 

Chilean 

1964-1966 

4  9 


NAME 


PLACE 


DATE 


William  James  Young 

Michael  R.  Berg 

Richard  F.  Matheson 

Dee  Jess  Snowball 

Bryant  J.  Stringham  (3rd) 

Miranda  C.  Stringham  (3rd) 

Delsa  Brown 

Craig  E.  Berg 

Craig  G.  Criddle 

Lynn  D.  Mads en 

Thomas  Christensen,  Jr. 

Steven  Berg 

Leslie  Gibbs 

Clay  M.  Stringham 

F.  Greg  Stringham 

LaNae  Whiting 


Urguary 

S.  W.  British 

Urguary 

W.  German 

Texas  South 

Texas  South 

New  England 

New  England 

Texas 

Cumorah 

Samoan 

California 

Southern  States 

Japan  West 

Central  German 

Argentine 


1964- 
1964- 
1964- 
1965- 
1966- 
1966- 
1967- 
1967- 
1967- 
1968- 
1969- 
1969- 


1966 
1966 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1969 
1969 
1970 
1971 
■1971 


1971-1973 
1971-1973 
1971-1973 


L.D.S.  MISSIONARIES  FROM  THE  FIRTH  WARD  SINCE  IT  WAS  CREATED  IN  1924 


NAME 

Willard  E.  Dye 
Florence  D.  Hanny 
Eugene  F.  Olson 
Hans  Weeding  Bolstad 
Elvin  G.  Lyon 
Alma  Woodrow  Peterson 
Reva  Baird 
Ronald  0.  Howell 
Oliver  Donald  Dainey 
Warren  Dye 
Wanda  Anthony 
Max  Landon 
Robert  Warren 
Elmo  Crooks 
Ruel  V.  Dye 
Wilford  Chapman 
Bonnie  Ruth  Stoddard 
Florence  Hanney  (2nd) 
Jay  Verl  Daines 
Weldon  J.  Daines 
Bonnie  Lyons 
Floyd  Orin  Hillman 
Joseph  Albert  Hanny 
John  Boyd  Lyons 
Kenneth  Sheldon  Lyon 
Frank  Dell  Christensen 
Gary  Dean  Killpack 
Philip  Neil  Crofts 
Stanley  Elias  Gardner 


PLACE 

Canadian 
Western  States 
Spanish  American 
Western  States 
New  England 
California 
New  England 
Denmark 
Southern  States 

New  England 
Denmark 

Texas -Louisiana 
Great  Lakes 
Western  States 
New  Zealand 
Western  Canada 
California 
West  Central 
West  Central 
Western  States 
North  Central 
Texas-Louisiana 
Northern  States 
East  Central 
Australian 
Central  Atlantic 
British 
Mexican 
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DATE 

1929- 
1933- 
1937- 
1941- 
1941- 
1941- 
1946- 
1947- 
1948- 

1942- 
1949- 
1950- 
1951- 
1955- 
1955- 
1953- 
1953- 
1954- 
1955- 
1955- 
1955- 
1955- 
1955- 
1955- 
1956- 
1956- 
1956- 
1956- 


1931 
1935 
1939 
1943 
1943 
1943 
1948 
1949 
1950 

1944 
1951 
■1952 
•1953 
•1957 
■1957 
1955 
■1955 
1956 
■1957 
■1957 
■1957 
■1957 
•1957 
1957 
•1958 
■1958 
•1958 
•1958 


NAME 

Vaughn  Ray  Daines 

Ben  Carl  Brower 

Darwin  C.  Hopkins 

Phillis  Nickerson 

John  Wayne  Gifford 

Donald  Gifford  Hill 

Lariy  Pratt 

Ray  Alma  Hillman 

Sherman  LeRoy  Mecham 

Tracy  H.  Jorgensen 

Myron  John  Dye 

Maurice  Arnold  Backlund 

Clifford  Quentin  Brower 

John  Barry  Berg 

Dion  Jolley 

Merrill  Lamond  Barney 

Delane  Hyrum  Crofts 

Kent  Russell  Bolander 

Kerry  Eugene  Dye 

Del  Ray  Johns 

Edward  Lamon  Lyons 

Douglas  Wayne  Crofts 

John  William  Chapman 

Alexia  Page  Chapman 

Jeanette  K.  Lyon 

Kenneth  William  Berg 

Donna  Nadine  Hansen 

David  Elvin  Clayson 

John  Jerome  McCracken 

Bruce  Nephi  Tew 

Janice  Hone 

Wesley  Blaine  Crezee 

Craig  Lyle  Tew 

Richard  Hammond  Telford 

Mark  Allen  Bolander 
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PLACE 


DATE 


West  German 

1956-1958 

West  German 

1956-1958 

North  Mexican 

1956-1958 

North  Central  States 

1958-1960 

California 

1958-1960 

West  Canada 

1958-1960 

Central  States 

1958-1960 

California 

1960-1962 

California 

1960-1962 

New  England 

1961-1963 

Western  States 

1962-1964 

Swedish 

1962-1964 

South  West  Indian 

1962-1964 

East  Central  States 

1962-1964 

New  Zealand 

1963-1965 

Scottish 

1963-1966 

Central  States 

1964-1966 

California 

1964-1966 

North  Argentine 

1964-1966 

Cumorah 

1965-1967 

Spanish  American 

1966-1968 

West  Canada 

1966-1968 

Australian 

1966-1968 

Australian 

1966-1968 

Chilean 

1966-1968 

California 

1966-1968 

Canadian 

1966-1968 

Great  Lakes 

1966-1968 

Andes  South 

1967-1969 

Central  British 

1968-1970 

West  German 

1969-1971 

S.  W.  Indian 

1969-1971 

Pennsylvania 

1970-1972 

Japan  West 

1971-1973 

Pennsylvania 

1971-1973 

SEMINARIES 

Seminary  is  an  outgrowth  of  Regligion  Class.   Since  the  first 
year  after  the  church  was  organized,  it  has  maintained  schools  in 
which  religion  has  been  taught.   Even  in  their  early  persecutions  and 
drivings,  wherever  a  sufficient  number  of  members  settled  in  any  loca- 
lity, some  suitable  person  was  selected  to  teach  and  a  school  was 
organized.   Religion  was  always  a  prominent  study  as  was  the  study  of 
the  Bible.   Most  schools  of  the  nation  would  have  some  Bible  study  be- 
fore the  state  interferred.   After  the  schools  were  maintained  by  the 
state,  all  people  of  every  religion  were  obliged  to  pay  taxes  for  the 
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support  of  the  schools.   Religion  and  Bible  reading  was  banished, 
because  of  jealousy  over  religious  tenents. 

When  this  movement  reached  the  settlements  of  the  L.D.S. 
people  in  the  west,  they  yielded  to  it,  but  to  make  up  the  loss  the 
General  Authorities  established  a  system  of  religion  classes  to  be 
held  after  school.   These  classes  were  voluntary  and  taught  without 
pay  for  many  years  until  it  was  put  into  the  seminary  system. 

In  these  religion  classes  was  provided  a  course  of  graded  in- 
struction in  theology  and  religion  which  is  offered  as  a  supplement 
and  complement  to  the  purely  secular  teachings  of  the  non-denomina- 
tional schools. 

In  these  religion  classes  the  more  practical  principles  of  the 
gospel  were  taught.   The  organization  and  methods  of  teaching  re- 
sembled those  of  day  school.   The  classes  were  held  only  once  a  week, 
but  the  original  purpose  and  ultimate  aim  was  to  have  them  meet  daily 
as  other  school  classes.   In  this  way  the  religious  and  moral  ele- 
ments, now  so  lacking  in  public  schools,  and  so  much  needed  to  guide 
and  control  intellectual  efficiency  was  supplied. 

The  religion  classes  were  a  part  of  the  church  school  system  and 
were  under  the  supervision  of  the  Church  Commissioners  of  Education 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Classes  were  organized  in  almost  every  ward  in  the  church.   From 
1900-1950  there  were  23,218  in  Senior  Seminary  and  3,270  in  Junior 
Seminary.   The  course  was  called  Seminary  instead  of  religion  class, 
(from  church  history) . 

The  seminary  of  the  Basalt-Firth  District  met  at  Basalt  on  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1934.   This  Seminary  District  was  called,  "Basalt-Goshen- 
Firth  Seminary  District".   (Town  minutes). 

The  religion  classes  were  held  in  Old  Basalt  from  1897  to  1900. 
Maria  Inglestrom  was  the  first  one  to  supervise.   Later,  Arnold  G. 
Bowman,  Charles  Criddle,  Reuben  Belnap ,  and  Maiden  Dye  were  super- 
visors. 

During  the  Convention  of  Religion  Classes  held  in  the  Shelley 
Stake,  October  26,  1924,  the  problem  of  changing  to  seminary  was  dis- 
cussed.  At  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  wards,  November  1924, 
both  Basalt  and  Firth  had  seminary.   Saloma  Lyon  was  the  first  super- 
visor in  Firth  in  1924. 

The  seminary  started  in  the  Shelley  Stake  on  March  31,  1925, 
with  six  classes  of  one  hundred  twenty  students.   This  was  held  in 
the  north  seminary  room  of  the  stake  house.   The  group  studied  Old  and 
New  Testament. 

All  who  wished  to  take  seminary  in  the  stake  were  required  to  go 
to  Shelley  until  1947,  when  Firth  established  a  seminary  at  Firth  for 
all  of  the  south  part  of  the  Shelley  Stake. 
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The  first  seminary  building  at  Firth  was  a  one  room  frame  house 
which  stood  on  the  same  corner  as  the  present  brick  seminary  building 
in  Firth.   Before  this  time  the  classes  were  held  in  the  Stake  House. 
The  first,  little  seminary  house  was  about  30  x  40  feet  with  one  large 
room  and  lavatory  facilities.   It  had  a  tiny  office  where  the  books 
and  teacher  could  lock  and  keep  records. 

The  first  seminary  committee  was  the  four  bishops  involved:   Bis- 
hop Tolman  from  Kimball,  Rulon  Christensen  from  Goshen,  Stanley  Dye 
from  Firth,  and  Wayne  Esplin  from  Basalt.   These  four  men  worked 
under  the  direction  of  the  stake  presidency. 

The  first  class  was  not  very  large,  but  the  program  and  enroll- 
ment grew  rapidly.   The  seminary  was  under  voluntary  enrollment  and 
the  teachers  were  paid  by  the  church  headquarters  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Earl  Warren  donated  the  land  to  put  the  house  on  and  all  members 
with  children  in  seminary  donated  labor  on  the  building.   All  the 
members  were  asked  to  donate  books.   The  first  classes  were  held  in 
1947,  with  a  small  enrollment  of  about  50-60  students.   The  first 
graduating  class  was  in  1949,  which  was  held  at  Shelley. 

This  seminary  was  mostly  a  local  church  affair,  but  as  the 
building  was  made  larger  and  additions  were  added  appropriation  was 
made.   Marion  Esplin,  Jr.,  did  the  building  of  the  frame  house. 

Goshen  donated  a  light  oak  pump  organ  to  the  seminary. 

In  1955,  an  appropriation  was  made  for  a  new  building.   This 
was  made  of  brick  and  finished  modern  and  comfortable.   In  1970, 
another  addition  was  built  on  to  the  brick  building  and  another 
classroom  and  offices  were  included,  with  an  enrollment  of  over 
200. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Seminary  Teachers  since  1947: 

1947-1951  -  Lavell  Ricks 
1951-1952  -  William  C.  Tanner 
1952-1954  -  Richard  A.  Bush 
1954-1956  -  A.  Kelsey  Chatfield 
1956-1958  -  Melvin  S.  Tagg 
1958-1960  -  Kenneth  Godfrey 
1960-1966  -  Vernon  Mattson 

1966-1967  -  Robert  Almond 

iq/-,  -in^o   n      4.-   tt-1        Two  teachers 
1967-1968  -  Curtis  Wilson 

1968-1971  -  Steve  and  Mrs.  Clark 

1971        Steven  Neil  and  Steve  Clark 

1971-1972  -  Lyle  E.  Shamo  and  William  McClure 

The  enrollment  in  1971  was  around  200.   Better  classes  are  held 
because  of  more  room  and  there  is  room  to  show  slides  and  have  mod- 
ern teaching  devices.   A.  Lavar  Thornock  has  been  the  District  Co- 
ordinator since  1963. 
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The  following  was  found  in  the  school  annual  of  1948:   1947- 
1948  was  the  first  year  of  seminary  of  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Firth. 
Neil  Baird  was  First  President.   Jean  Dial  was  Vice  President,  and 
Arlyn  Christensen  was  Secretary.10 


BASALT  WARD 

BASALT  CLERKS  AND  BISHOPRICS  -  1888-1972 

ANDREW  0.  INGLESTROM  -  1888-1904.   Joseph  H.  Dye,  Charles  Criddle, 
William  Dye,  Felix  Huband  and  Teddy  Fames. 

WILLIAM  DYE  -  1904-1924.   John  White,  Louis  Jensen,  Joseph  Dye, 
George  H.  Davis,  Robert  Quinn,  Marion  Esplin,  Sr.,  Abinadi  Porter, 
Philip  Paskett.   Clerks:   Daniel  W.  Arave,  John  J.  Lyon,  Anton  Ped- 
erson,  Edward  Webb,  L.  Ivan  Jensen,  Aaron  Crony,  Oscar  Rider,  Frank 
L.  Porter,  Oscar  F.  Freeman,  John  L.  Lyon,  James  A.  Quinn  and  Wal- 
ter F.  Dye. 

PHILIP  PASKETT  -  1924-1928.   Robert  Quinn,  Otto  Jorgensen,  Austin 
Brown.   Clerk,  Leo  Sorenson. 

RULON  JENSEN  -  1928-1930.   Wilburn  Robinson,  Warren  Dye,  Frank 
Christensen.   Clerk,  Leo  Sorensen. 

EARL  KELSEY  -  1930-1933.   Frank  Christensen,  Lorin  F.  Freeman. 
Clerk,  Leo  Sorenson. 

FRANK  CHRISTENSEN  -  1933-1943.   Earl  McBride,  Merrill  Gregorson, 
Merlyn  Jensen,  John  Morris.   Clerk,  Leo  Sorenson. 

AUSTIN  BROWN  -  1943-1947.   Clyde  Eaton,  Ellis  Armstrong.   Clerk, 
William  Messick. 

G.  WAYNE  ESPLIN  -  1947-1952.   Bryant  Stringham,  William  Messick. 
Clerk,  Jesse  Howell,  Ross  Berg  and  Ronald  Whiting. 

EARL  H.  TEW  -  1952-1954.   Ross  L.  Berg,  Harding  Z.  Gibbs.   Clerk, 
Rulon  Lords  and  Ronald  Whiting. 

ROSS  BERG  -  1954-1962.   Forrest  Stringham,  Harding  Gibbs,  Lyle  Hil- 
lman,  George  Jacobsen.   Clerk,  Ronald  Esplin,  Gayle  Robinson  and 
Lynn  Dye. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  -  1962-1966.   Lynn  Dye,  Bruce  Ricks,  Delwin  Field- 
ing.  Clerk,  Ronald  Esplin  and  Garth  Holm. 

LYNN  A.  DYE  -  1966-19  71.   Delwin  Fielding,  Ronald  Esplin.   Clerk, 
Garth  Holm,  John  Morris,  Verdell  Prestwich  and  Ronald  Whiting. 

FORREST  L.  STRINGHAM  -  1971.   Darwin  Jolley,  Philip  Hatley.   Clerk, 
Francis  Matheson  and  Verdell  Prestwich.11 
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RELIEF  SOCIETIES 


The  first  Relief  Society  was  held  in  the  little  building  that 
is  now  part  of  Eleanor  Bailey's  home  on  the  Yellowstone  Highway 
where  Old  Basalt  was  located.   This  meeting  was  held  September  6, 
1888,  with  Bishop  A.  0.  Inglestrom  in  charge.   Ellen  Croft  was  the 
first  president.   Maria  Inglestrom  and  Emma  Criddle  were  first  coun- 
selors and  Luna  Whitmill  was  secretary. 

A  picture  was  taken  of  those  present  that  day.   They  were: 
Ellen  Inglestrom,  Nellie  Criddle,  Hannah  Everson,  Jane  Hess,  baby 
Eli,  Wilimena  Neilsen,  Hilma  Inglestrom,  Emma  Hess,  Andrew  Jacob- 
sen,  Elsie,  Emma  and  Jane  Criddle,  Jane  Pope,  Lizzie  Inglestrom, 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  baby,  Sarah  Inglestrom,  Emma  Inglestrom.   (Some 
of  these  were  children) . 

The  Relief  Society  Presidencies  of  both  wards  were  the  same 
until  1924,  when  the  wards  were  divided. 

Basalt  and  Firth  combined  were: 

Ellen  Crofts,  1888-1889;  Emma  Criddle  1889-1897;  Maria  Inglestrom 
1897-1906;  Nellie  Dye  1906-1914;  Julia  Dye  1914-1924. l la 


BASALT  AFTER  1924 

Laure  Larson  1924-1926;  Mary  A.  Johnson  1926-1928;  Hilma  John- 
son 1928-1930;  Luella  Frandsen,  Myrtle  Olsen,  Margaret  Thompson, 
Thelma  McBride,  secretary  -  1930-1942;  Adelaide  White,  Margaret 
Thompson,  Verna  Larson,  Ellen  Jensen  -  1942-1946;  Lillian  Esplin, 
Gladys  Esplin,  Lela  Wiseman,  Minnie  Hardy  -  1946-1947;  Ellen  Jensen, 
Jennie  Twitchell,  Bertha  Johnson,  Elva  Frandsen  -  1947-1951;  Lettie 
Dunn  -  1951-1952;  Irene  Eaton  -  1952-1954;  Karma  Messick,  Elida 
Brown,  Mary  Kidd,  Lela  Wiseman,  Capitola  Whiting  -  1954-1956;  Aloy 
Jensen,  Helen  Berg,  Lorena  Richards,  Lela  Wiseman,  Bessie  Miller  - 
1958-1960;  Naomi  Christensen,  Alice  Hebdon,  Emma  Berg,  Bessie  Mil- 
ler -  1962-1965;  Viola  Hillman  and  Berneice  Jacobsen  were  in  with 
Emma  Berg  for  a  short  time  in  1968-1969;  Verda  Armstrong,  Marilyn 
Fielding,  Viola  Hillman,  Josie  Telford,  Bessie  Miller  -  1968-1971. 
Lemoyne  Stringham,  Alice  Hebdon  were  in  a  few  months  with  Verda 
Armstrong.   Leona  Barnhard,  Emma  Berg,  Odetta  Olive,  Mabel  Christ- 
iansen and  Mary  A.  Lott  -  1971, 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  1888-1900 


The  following  was  taken  from  the  world  wide  Jubilee  History  of 
the  Latter-Day-Saints  Sunday  School  -  1849-1899,  as  published  in 
1900,  by  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
(Used  by  permission  of  Vita  Brower  Dye). 
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Cedar  Point  Sunday  School  was  later  changed  to  Basalt.   Basalt 
was  the  name  the  railroad  gave  the  stop  where  they  pumped  water 
from  the  Snake  River  into  their  engines.   Along  the  river  was  a 
basaltic  formation  of  rock  from  which  the  name  was  derived. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  of  the  Sunday  school: 
Charles  Criddle  was  the  first  superintendent  installed,  in  February, 
1886,  with  William  Dye,  John  Crofts,  Frances  Huband  and  Elizabeth 
Penfold.   Other  assistants  were:   Felix  Huband,  John  Amor,  John 
Crofts  and  Emma  Criddle.   Andrew  0.  Ingles trom,  Joseph  Dye  and 
Charles  Criddle  were  the  first  bishopric. 

In  1886,  Joseph  Dye  was  sustained  as  superintendent  with  the 
following  assistants:   Felix  Huband,  Moroni  Hess,  John  Crofts, 
Abinadi  Porter,  John  Amor,  Philip  Paskett  and  James  Dye.   The  fol- 
lowing served  as  secretaries  during  the  years  1888-1900:   Emma  J. 
Criddle,  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom,  Edwin  J.  Fames,  William  Dye,  James 
Dye,  William  Krebs,  Nellie  Crofts  and  Hattie  Hutchinson.   There 
were  twenty  officers  and  teachers  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  school  at 
this  time.   The  Sunday  school  had  an  enrollment  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  students. 


THE  FIRST  L.D.S.  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

On  November  1,  1885,  a  group  of  interested  people  met  at  the 
home  of  Ann  Huband  who  lived  two  miles  south  of  Shelley.   This  was 
a  branch  of  the  Lewisville  Ward  and  later,  when  Eagle  Rock  (Idaho 
Falls)  was  made  a  ward,  Cedar  Point  was  annexed  to  that  ward. 
Aaron  Nebeker  was  acting  as  superintendent  and  Augustus  Gordon  as 
secretary.   Andrew  0.  Inglestrom  was  presiding  elder  from  1886 
until  November  25,  1888,  when  he  was  officially  sustained  as  Bishop 
of  the  Basalt  Ward  at  a  conference  held  at  Lewisville.   Joseph  Dye 
was  superintendent  with  Fanny  Huband  as  secretary.   The  community 
never  fully  accepted  the  name  of  Basalt  until  they  moved  the  town 
up  above  the  canal,  where  it  is  today. 

In  1904,  in  the  new  community,  William  Dye  was  made  bishop. 
This  new  territory  of  Basalt  included  all  the  ecclesiastical 
boundaries  of  the  church  from  Eagle  Rock  to  Thomas,  making  Basalt 
a  parent  ward  for  several  other  wards. 


BASALT  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

The  town  of  Basalt  was  moved  up  on  the  bench  above  the  canal. 
The  ward  of  Basalt  and  Firth  were  together  until  1924. 

Charles  Criddle,  James  Dye,  John  Lyon  and  Polly  Belnap  were 
officers  from  1901  to  1908.   The  same  officers,  with  the  exception 
of  Edna  Johnson  supervised  up  to  1910.   John  Lyon,  Philip  Pasket, 
the  same  superintendency  until  1915,  except  Olive  Johnson,  Alice 
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Johnson  and  Grace  Davis  as  secretaries. 

Otto  Jorgensen,  Walter  F.  Pope,  Oscar  Freeman,  Earl  G.  Frand- 
send,  Ida  Berg,  George  Davis,  Henry  L.  Christensen,  Willard  Dye, 
1915-1923. 

Lorin  Freeman  and  Hyrum  Crofts  as  assistants  until  1924. 

Vernon  Bailey,  George  McBride,  John  Bailey,  George  Larsen, 
1924-1925. 

George  McBride,  John  Bailey,  Frances  Kelsey,  Warren  Dye, 
Beatrice  Dye,  1925-1926. 

George  McBride,  Peter  Yorgensen,  Volney  Bailey,  George  Larson, 
Jr.,  1926-1928. 

Lorin  Freeman,  Frank  Christensen,  Oscar  Armstrong,  Leila 
Fawcett,  1928-1929. 

Lorin  Freeman,  Erastus  Freeman,  Ellis  Armstrong,  Curtis  Pas- 
kett,  LeVaun  Berg,  Hans  Johnson,  Mae  Tufts,  Stella  Paskett,  1929- 
1935. 

Carl  A.  Armstrong,  William  Messick,  Victor  Merrill,  1935-1937. 

William  Messick,  Dell  Hanks,  Lynn  Dye,  1937-1940. 

William  Messick,  Marion  Sorenson,  Dell  Hanks,  Melba  Messick, 
1940-1941. 

Marion  Sorenson,  Delbert  Orton,  Clyde  Eaton,  Melba  Messick, 
1941-1943,  with  Leon  Duce  and  Darlene  Duce  replacing.   In  1943  the 
ward  was  disorganized. 

Carl  Armstrong,  Leon  Duce,  Jesse  Howell,  Idonna  Eaton,  1943- 
1945,  with  Darlene  McCurdy  as  secretary. 

Carl  Armstrong,  Jesse  Howell,  George  Jacobsen,  Thora  Johnson, 
1946-1948. 

George  Jacobsen,  Harding  Gibbs,  Charles  Berg,  Arlyn  Christen- 
sen, Clyde  Eaton,  Leon  Duce,  1948-1953. 

Emil  Roundy,  Dell  Jensen,  Irvin  Thompson,  Thomas  Christensen, 
Carol  Holm,  Diane  Armstrong,  1953-1956. 

Thomas  Christensen,  Carl  Armstrong,  Val  Christensen,  Glenn 
McMurray,  Emma  Lyon,  Odetta  Jacobsen,  Diane  Armstrong,  1958-1961, 
with  Sharon  Miller  as  secretary  during  1959-1961. 

Raymond  Young,  Leon  Esplin,  John  Morris,  Sharon  Miller,  1961- 
1962. 

Heward  Madsen,  Gale  Robinson,  Dewaine  Haggard,  Sharon  Miller, 
1962-1964. 
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Gale  Robinson,  Harry  Wilhelm,  Alvin  Criddle,  Diane  Robinson, 
1964-1967. 

Lyle  Hillman,  George  Jacobsen,  Alvin  Criddle,  Diane  Robinson, 
1967-1971,  with  Harding  Gibbs  assistant  the  last  two  years. 

Garth  Holm,  Clifford  Olive,  Leon  Esplin,  Sheila  Thompson, 
Dorothy  Madsen,  1971. 


BASALT  YMMIA 

Basalt  and  Firth  had  the  same  officers  until  1924,  when  the  ward 
was  divided. 

The  first  recorded  minutes  after  the  town  of  Basalt  was  moved  up 
above  the  canal  are: 

1907  -  John  Lyon,  Justin  Chipman,  Hyrum  Johnson,  Oscar  Freeman. 

1908  -  Nels  Thompson,  Marion  Esplin,  Sr . ,  Edward  Webb,  Joseph  A.  Dye. 
1910  -  John  E.  White,  Enos  Jorgensen,  Burt  L.  Pope,  William  D.  Quinn. 

1912  -  John  E.  White,  Joseph  L.  Davis,  Enos  Jorgensen,  Doyle  Jensen. 

1913  -  Vernon  B.  Bailey,  Otto  Jorgensen,  Hyrum  P.  Johnson,  Lorin 

Freeman. 

1915  -  Otto  Jorgensen,  James  D.  Dye. 

1916  -  Same  as  previous  year. 
1917-18-19  -  nothing  recorded. 

1920  -  Irvin  Christensen,  Philip  J.  Paskett,  Charles  W.  Davis, 

Willard  E.  Dye. 

1921  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1922  -  Albert  F.  Hanny,  Dewey  Nilsson,  Rulon  Jensen,  Joseph  Lyon. 

1923  -  Albert  F.  Hanny,  Rulon  Jensen,  Barber  Dye,  Joseph  Lyon. 

1924  -  Clinton  Jensen,  William  Miller,  Clyde  Gardner,  Andrew  Johnson. 

1925  -  Rulon  Jensen,  Warren  Dye,  Carl  Armstrong,  Lloyd  Frandsen. 

1926  -  Rulon  Jensen,  Austin  Brown,  Carl  Armstrong,  Leland  Johnson. 
1926-1928  -  Austin  Brown,  Curtis  Paskett,  Lloyd  Frandsen,  Carl  Arm- 
strong. 

1929  -  Otto  Jorgensen,  Willis  Howell,  Arvil  Daw. 

1930  -  Otto  Jorgensen,  Willis  Howell,  George  Larsen,  Jr.,  Arvil  Daw. 

1931  -  Lloyd  Frandsen,  Carl  Armstrong,  William  Messick,  Alonzo  Over- 

son. 

1932  -  Same  as  1930  except  Clyde  Johnson. 

1933  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1934  -  Otto  Jorgensen,  Merlin  Jensen,  Frank  Winders,  Clive  Johnson. 

1935  -  Otto  Jorgensen,  Charles  White,  Vernon  Olsen,  Sterling  Mer- 

rill. 

1936  -  Vernon  Olson,  Charles  White,  Cyril  Thompson,  Alfred  Armstrong, 

Arvil  Daw. 

1937  -  Vernon  Olson,  Charles  White,  Joseph  Daw,  Leland  Johnson. 

1938  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1940  -  Leo  Harper,  Warland  Larsen,  Vernon  Frandsen,  Ray  Messick. 

1941  -  Cyril  Thompson,  Leland  Johnson  with  the  above. 
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1942  -  Lorin  Freeman,  Otto  Jorgensen,  Harding  Gibbs,  Leland  Johnson, 

1943  -  Disorganized. 

1944  -  Marion  Esplin,  Jr.,  Warland  Larsen,  William  Armstrong,  Delar 

Morris . 

1945  -  Charles  White,  John  Morris,  Dell  Jensen,  Ross  Peterson. 

1946  -  Charles  White,  Dell  Jensen,  John  White,  Ross  Peterson. 

1947  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1948  -  Clark  Hardy,  Russell  Christensen,  Gerald  Stolworthy,  Leland 

Johnson. 
1948  -  1958  -  Not  available  -  in  microfilm  office. 

1958  -  Norman  Crofts,  Dean  Esplin,  Allen  Lyon,  Danny  Armstrong. 

1959  -  Missing 

1960  -  Dell  Jensen,  Ronald  Whiting,  Eugene  Hardy,  Robert  Messick. 

1961  -  Vaughn  Lilenquist,  Lamon  Esplin,  Robert  Messick. 

1962  -  Edwin  Hebdon,  J.  Warland  Larsen,  Ronald  Jensen,  Verdell 

Hillman. 

1963  -  Same  as  1962,  except  John  Larsen. 

1964  -  Ronald  Jensen,  Robert  Wood,  Dennis  Speas ,  Ronald  Whiting,  Jr 

1965  -  Ronald  Jensen,  Dennis  Hjelm,  Allen  Lyon,  Bruce  Kennedy. 

1966  -  Ronald  Jensen,  Allen  Lyon,  Philip  Hatley,  Greg  Stringham. 

1967  -  Forrest  Stringham,  Verdell  Prestwich,  Don  R.  Telford,  Ronald 

Whiting. 

1968  -  Don  Richard  Telford,  Ross  Moser,  Alvin  Nielsen,  Heward 

Madsen,  Ronald  Whiting. 

1969  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1970  -  Record  missing.   Probably  the  same  as  1969. 

1971  -  Seth  Lott,  Harold  Wilhelm,  Ronald  Whiting,  Delbert  Orton. 

1972  -  Delwin  Fielding,  Ronald  Esplin,  Earl  Tew.15 


BASALT  YWMIA 

The  MIA  organizations  are  the  same  for  both  Basalt  and  Firth 
until  1924,  when  the  ward  was  divided  or  established. 

1907  -  Cleona  Chipman,  Lucy  Davis,  Mary  Webb,  Mary  Dye,  Emma  Sor en- 

son. 

1908  -  Clara  Chipman,  Lucy  Davis,  Mary  Webb,  Emma  Sorenson. 
1910  -  Elizabeth  Armstrong,  Amanda  Palmer,  Ada  Pope,  Elsie  Lyon. 

1912  -  Harriet  Armstrong,  Ethel  Criddle,  Edna  Lyon,  Emma  Davis. 

1913  -  Harriet  Armstrong,  Anna  Davis,  Gena  Paskett,  Anna  Berg. 

1914  -  Same  as  1913  except  Anna  Johnson. 

1915  -  Harriet  Armstrong,  Myrtle  Olsen,  Ruth  Blair,  Adelia  Berg. 

1916  -  Harriet  Armstrong,  Myrtle  Olsen,  Linda  Winterbottom,  Edna 

Dye. 

1920  -  Eva  Z.  Dye,  Mary  E.  Johnson,  Gertrude  Gardner,  Irene  Johnson. 

1921  -  Eva  Z.  Dye,  Mary  E.  Johnson,  Eunice  Short,  Irene  Johnson. 

1922  -  Eva  Z.  Dye,  Mary  E.  Johnson,  Rachel  Christensen,  Mary  Johnson 

1923  -  Same  as  1922  except  Irene  Dye. 

1924  -  Myrtle  Hyatt,  Hilma  Johnson,  Ruth  Jensen,  Cleo  Robinson. 
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1925  -  Doris  Johnson,  Hilma  Johnson,  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Hilma 

Johnson. 

1926  -  Dora  Johnson,  Hilma  Johnson,  Ruth  Jensen,  Kaddy  McBride. 

1928  -  Emma  Messick,  Vada  Bigelow,  Lucille  Dye,  Kaddy  McBride. 

1929  -  Dora  Johnson,  Winona  Armstrong,  Irene  Frandsen,  Bessie 

Criddle. 

1930  -  Dora  Johnson,  Selma  Freeman,  Elida  Berg,  Bessie  Criddle. 

1931  -  Dora  Johnson,  Verna  Larsen,  Bertha  White,  Mae  Tufts. 

1932  -  Dora  Johnson,  Jessie  Brower,  Lillian  Howell,  Beth  Baird. 

1933  -  Dora  Johnson,  Jessie  Brower,  Selma  Freeman,  Bessie  Criddle. 

1934  -  Dora  Johnson,  Jessie  Brower,  Larue  Duce,  Bessie  Criddle. 

1935  -  Dora  Johnson,  Jessie  Brower,  Larue  Duce,  Vita  Dye. 

1936  -  Larue  Duce,  Gertrude  Morris,  Beryl  Felt,  Vita  Dye. 

1937  -  Larue  Duce,  Mildred  Davis,  Columbia  Frandsen,  Wanda  Thompson, 

1940  -  Lois  Larsen,  DeEsta  Howell,  Jennie  Davenport,  Florence 

Fowler. 

1941  -  Gertrude  Morris,  Vita  Dye,  Lucille  Sorenson,  Golda  Chris- 

tiansen. 

1942  -  Gertrude  Morris,  Vita  Dye,  Lucille  Sorenson,  Florence 

Fowler. 

1944  -  DeEsta  Howell,  Irene  EAton,  Verda  Armstrong,  Winona  Croft. 

1945  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1946  -  Verda  Armstrong,  Miranda  Stringham,  Leona  Williams,  Elva 

Pope. 

1947  -  Miranda  Stringham,  Violet  Esplin,  Thora  Johnson,  Hazel  Lyon. 
1948-1951  -  Miranda  Stringham,  Elda  Christensen,  Margaret  Stol- 

worthy . 
1948-1958  -  Records  are  missing.   Probably  in  the  microfilm  office. 

1958  -  Dora  Lee  Hatley,  Arlene  Armstrong,  Melba  Wiseman,  Carolee 

Brown. 

1959  -  Missing. 

1960  -  Same  as  1958,  except  Maveene  Mitchell  and  Elida  Brown. 

1961  -  Leona  Clements,  Margaret  Stolworthy,  Lois  Larsen,  Maveene 

Mitchell,  Elida  Brown. 

1962  -  Lois  Larsen,  Karma  Messick,  Capitola  Whiting,  Beth  McSpadden. 

1963  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1964  -  Margaret  Stolworthy,  Mardella  Coil,  Mary  Kidd,  Barbra  Lyon. 

1965  -  Mary  Kidd,  Shirley  Grimmett,  Reva  Matthews,  Shirley  Robinson. 

1966  -  Mary  Kidd,  Shirley  Grimmett,  Reva  Matthews,  Mary  Ellen 

Thompson. 

1967  -  Carol  Esplin,  Nedra  Speas ,  Dorothy  Madsen,  Mary  Ellen 

Thompson. 
1968-1970  -  Carol  Esplin,  Carol  Robinson,  Marilyn  Fielding,  Hazel 
Lyon. 

1971  -  Marilyn  Fielding,  Naida  Jensen,  Mona  Prestwich,  Mary  Ellen 

Thompson,  Thelma  Holm. 

1972  -  Marilyn  Barrus ,  Doris  Gentillon,  Jaqueline  Nelson,  Nedra 

Speas . 
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BASALT  PRIMARY 

Mention  was  made  of  a  primary  in  the  early  history  of  the  In- 
glestroms.   No  officers  are  mentioned  before  July  22,  1888.   The 
earliest  minutes  were  May  8,  1892,  Clara  Jones  presiding. 

After  the  ward  was  organized,  the  following  served  as  presi- 
dents : 

1888-1940  -  Clara  Winks  Jones,  Emily  S.  Hess,  Ellen  Crofts,  Julia 
Dye,  Martha  Car ling,  Anna  Farnsworth,  Harriet  Armstrong,  Emma  Mes- 
sick,  Ruth  Jensen,  Beatrice  Dye,  Ellen  Jensen,  Winnifred  Baird , 
Adelaide  White,  Mary  Larson. 

The  counselors  and  secretaries  are  with  the  presidents  as 
follows : 

1940-1941  -  Lucille  Sorenson,  Gertrude  Morris,  Ellen  Jensen,  Clara 

Furness . 
1941-1943  -  Lorna  Cox,  Delores  Freeman,  Ora  Johnson,  Florence 

Fowler,  DeEsta  Howell. 
1944  -  Marjorie  Cox,  Elida  Brown,  Lois  Larsen,  Karma  Messick. 
1946-1948  -  Lenna  Gibbs,  Sarah  Frandsen,  Pearl  Christensen,  Jennie 

Davenport. 
1948  -  Lois  Larsen,  Gladys  Esplin,  Karma  Messick,  Marie  Harvey. 
1948-1958  -  Records  not  available. 
1958-1960  -  Ilene  Johnson,  Lemoyne  Stringham,  Mildred  Pike,  Carol 

Esplin. 
1960-1962  -  Dorothy  Madsen,  Deon  Croft,  Lelia  Grange,  Ladine  Gen- 

tillon,  June  Jane. 
1962-1966  -  Lemoyne  Stringham,  Rose  Marie  Mickelson,  Doris  Gentil- 

lon,  Hazel  Lyon. 
1966  -  New  bishopric  was  William  Messick,  Lynn  Dye,  Ronald  Esplin. 
1966-1967  -  Grace  Wilhelm,  Leola  Esplin,  Deanna  Jolley,  Hazel  Lyon. 
1967-1968  -  Leola  Esplin,  LuAnn  Hjelm,  Melba  Bailey,  Hazel  Lyon. 
1968-1970  -  Luann  Hjelm,  Doris  Gentillon,  Coral  Esplin,  Mona 

Prestwich. 
1970-1971  -  Luann  Hjelm,  Odetta  Olive,  Louise  Trent,  Mona  Prestwich, 

Leona  Barnhard ,  Odetta  Olive,  Leola  Esplin,  Carol  Esplin. 
1972  -  New  bishopric  was  Forrest  Stringham,  Darwin  Jolley,  Phil  Hat- 
ley,  Carol  Esplin,  Mona  Prestwich,  Leola  Esplin  and  Louise 

Trent. 17 


BASALT    CHURCH    -    About    19  2  0 

Comments:       Wilma    Miles    Madsen 

"The  things  which  I  remember  most  about  the  church  may  have  al- 
ready been  put  down.  I  will,  however,  give  them  in  case  someone  did 
not   get   the   same   impression  as    I.      The   steps  had  no   carpets   during 
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the  early  days.   In  fact,  we  were  truly  lucky  to  have  a  church  to 
meet  in.   I  remember,  as  one  climbed  these  steps,  we  could  hear  each 
step,  because  of  the  creaks  which  the  stairs  put  forth  with  each 
step  taken.   To  a  small  girl  they  seemed  so  steep  to  my  short  legs. 
I  would  not  be  a  bit  surprised  if  I  may  have  crawled  up  and  down,  if 
I  felt  safer  in  this  manner. 

The  building  was  cold  in  winter  and  hot  in  summer.   One  summer 
Sunday  the  windows  were  all  lowered  to  let  in  as  much  fresh  air  as 
possible.   A  bat  entered  through  one  of  the  open  windows,  swooping 
down  over  the  heads  of  all  of  us.   The  speaker  of  the  evening  looked 
dismayed,  the  kids  giggled,  the  older  folks  whispered  and  ducked.   I 
am  sure  the  speaker  wished  he  would  hurry  up  and  find  his  way  out 
again.   Finally,  his  wish  was  granted  and  order  was  again  restored, 
much  to  the  relief  of  all. 

During  the  summer  months,  some  of  the  children  who  did  not  have 
to  attend  church  were  allowed  to  stay  outside  and  play,  "Annie  I  Over", 
Now  and  then  the  speaker  would  be  interrupted  by,  "Annie  I  over,  An- 
nie Come  Back",  which  seemed  to  go  on  all  during  the  evening.   I  was 
never  allowed  to  join  in  their  fun,  as  we  knew  what  our  parents  re- 
quired us  to  do. 

One  passtime  of  the  boys  was  to  attach  a  sunshade  visor  (a  cap 
type)  to  a  string.   When  one  climbed  the  stairs  the  first  thing  he 
saw  was  the  sunshade  lying  on  the  floor,  and  being  a  good  Samaritan 
he  bent  down  to  pick  it  up  only  to  have  the  article  pulled  away  from 
him.   This  delighted  the  boys,  until  someone  came  and  ended  their  fun. 

The  basement  classrooms  had  benches  which  were  handmade  and  very 
uncomfortable.   Being  a  very  poor  reader  I  always  sat  as  far  away  from 
the  teacher  as  I  could.   He  always  called  on  someone  to  help  read  part 
of  the  lesson.   He  had  the  only  book  so  we  could  not  study  ahead  of 
time  and  learn  all  the  hard  words.   He  usually  picked  on  those  a  lit- 
tle closer  to  the  front  of  the  room.   It  was  a  bit  embarrassing  when 
one  could  not  pronounce  all  the  words. 

I  well  remember  the  primary  Mrs.  Carpenter  held  at  her  home  for 
those  of  us  who  lived  too  far  away  from  Basalt  to  attend  on  a  reg- 
ular basis.   It  was  held  during  the  summer  months  when  school  was 
not  in  session.   Her  home  and  yard  became  our  primary  once  a  week. 
I  attended  each  summer  until  I  was  too  big  to  attend.   But,  I  am 
sure  she  must  have  known  how  hurt  I  would  be  if  she  told  me  that  I 
was  too  old,  so  she  asked  some  of  us  to  come  and  help  her.   I  can't 
remember  if  I  actually  helped  or  not,  but  it  was  not  long  until  she 
had  a  good  primary  going  with  both  young  and  older  children  attend- 
ing regularly. 

Dances  were  also  held  in  the  old  church  house.   I  have  jitter 
bugged  there  until  I  am  sure  the  rafters  began  to  moan.   Good  thing 
I  got  married  and  moved  away.   I  am  quite  sure  there  were  those  who 
thought  it  was  a  most  disgraceful  way  to  dance.   However,  I  must  not 
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have  turned  out  too  badly  and  the  church  must  have  been  a  good  in- 
fluence, as  I  have  since  taught  in  all  the  organizations  of  the 
church  and  held  other  positions,  which  were  considered  important 
positions. 

My  folks  lived  in  at  least  three  different  houses  along  Sand 
Creek  while  we  were  in  the  Basalt  District. 

The  old  "swimming  hole"  brings  back  fond  memories  to  me.   No 
one  dared  invade  our  private  willow  dressing  room.   We  had  so  much 
fun.   Our  swimming  suits  were  the  latest  creation  from  the  rag  bag. 
Cut  off  overalls,  a  shirt  or  dresses  with  flour  sack  bloomers.   I 
do  believe  that  when  the  boys  really  wanted  the  old  swimming  hole 
for  themselves  they  made  up  some  wild  stores  about  a  dog  with  rabies 
headed  our  way;  or,  that,  "so  and  so's  bull  was  loose".   We  were 
none  the  wiser.   Screaming  and  hurrying  to  get  dressed,  we  were  all 
thumbs.   Trying  to  hurry,  we  ran  for  home.   As  I  think  back  now,  I 
really  do  not  believe  there  were  that  many  wild  animals." 


FIRTH  WARD 


FIRTH  BISHOPRICS  AND  CLERKS  SINCE  1924 

1924-1930  -  John  Lyons,  Walter  Dye,  George  Davis,  Maiden  Dye. 
1930-1938  -  Franklin  A.  Hanny,  Stanley  Dye,  Herschell  Mecham, 

Maiden  Dye. 
1938-1951  -  Stanley  G.  Dye,  Herschell  Mecham,  Clyde  Gardner, 

Maiden  Dye. 
1951-1960  -  John  Chapman,  Afton  Crofts,  Clyde  Gardner,  Elvin  Lyon. 
1960-1965  -  Afton  Crofts,  Lloyd  Bolander,  Max  Landon,  Elvin  Lyons, 

E.  Warren,  Orin  Turner,  George  Bolander. 
1965-1970  -  Lloyd  Bolander,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Woodrow  Peterson, 

Sterling  Hone. 
1970  -  Dale  Christensen,  John  E.  Chapman,  Vance  Bolander,  Sterling 

Hone,  Ruel  Dye,  Richard  Telford. 


FIRTH  RELIEF  SOCIETY  -  1924 

1924-1932  -  Julia  A.  Dye,  Elgene  Lyon,  Sarah  Dye,  Charlotte  Free- 
man, Irene  Dye,  Emma  Lyon 

1932-1934  -  Annie  Davis,  Sarah  Dye,  Ada  Johnson,  Ida  Gardner. 

1934-1940  -  Sarah  Dye,  Ada  Johnson,  Ida  Gardner,  Emma  Lyon,  Sarah 
Mitton. 

1940-1944  -  Ada  Johnson,  Gene  M.  Paskett,  Ida  Gardner,  Winnifred 
Baird,  Sarah  Mitton. 

1944-1948  -  Ruth  C.  Dye,  Alexia  Chapman,  Ida  Gardner,  Nora  Bolander, 
Ada  Johnson. 

1948-1952  -  Nellie  Roos,  Mary  Croft,  Vera  Marsden,  Ada  Johnson, 
Lila  Daines . 
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1952-1953  -  Mary  Crofts,  Eva  Nelson,  Lila  Daines. 

1953-1955  -  Lila  Daines,  Eva  Nelson,  Blanch  Mecham,  Nora  Bolander. 

1955-1965  -  Blanch  Mecham,  Eva  Nelson,  Bertha  Womack,  Josephine 

Cooper,  Beth  Lyon,  Wanda  Crooks,  Goldie  Rund,  Mildred  Mecham. 
1965-1972  -  Lavern  Hillman,  Mildred  Mecham,  Wanda  Crooks,  Althera 

Crofts,  Dorthella  Leavitt,  Barbra  Johnson,  Ila  Backlund. 


FIRTH  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

The  Firth  Sunday  School  officers  will  be  the  same  as  Basalt  until 
1924.   The  boundary  between  Basalt  and  Firth  was  the  branch  line  of 
the  O.S.L.R.R.  to  Goshen,  the  railroad  built  a  spur  to  the  beet 
dump  there.   This  is  the  line  and  to  the  Blackfoot  Canal,  thence, 
to  the  boundary  line  to  the  north  to  the  sec.  line  then  to  the 
Snake  River.   A  new  boundary  line  had  been  made  in  1916  as:   east 
line  of  sec.  36  township  1-range  37  east  B.M.  to  the  center  of  the 
section.   (Taken  from  Basalt  Historical  Record  -D:120).   There  are 
still  many  records  to  be  microfilmed  on  the  table  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Some  of  these  are  the  records  of  the  wards  of  Basalt-Firth. 


FIRTH  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  1925-1972 

1924-1926  -  James  Dye,  George  Lyon,  Heber  Hansen,  Beatrice  Dye. 
1926-1928  -  Same  as  previous  year  except  Henry  Seebaron. 
1928-1932  -  James  Dye,  George  Lyon,  Austin  Hanny,  Vivian  Frandsen, 

Beatrice  Dye. 
1932-1934  -  Jens  Sorenson,  Estella  Whitmill 

1934-1937  -  Maiden  Dye,  Warren  Dye,  James  Lyon,  Estella  Lyon. 
1937-1940  -  Joseph  Lyon,  Leo  Mecham,  Wayne  Johnson,  Estella  Lyon, 

Gladys  Quinn. 
1940-1941  -  Leo  Mecham,  Elmer  John,  Floyd  Hillman,  Patrina  Lyon. 
1941-1944  -  Oliver  Daines,  Floyd  Hillman,  Warren  Lyon,  George 

Bolander,  Grant  Hanny,  Patrina  Bolander,  Gilberta  Bolander. 
1944  -  Edna  Lyon  and  Reva  Baird  acted  as  secretaries  with  Oliver 

Daines  the  last  year  he  was  in  the  superintendency . 
1945-1947  -  Woodrow  Petersen,  Leo  Mecham,  Clyde  Gardner,  Beth  Lyon 

Alien  Lyon. 
1947-1948  -  Woodrow  Petersen,  Leo  Mecham,  Clyde  Gardner,  Keith 

Baird,  Beth  Lyon,  Julia  Johnson. 
1948-1958  -  Records  are  in  the  archives  on  the  table  of  unmicrof ilmed 

records . 
1956-1972  -  Records  are  still  in  the  wards. 

1956-1959  -  John  Berg,  Arlin  Taylor,  Arnold  Backlund,  Ila  Backlund. 
1959-1965  -  Sterling  Hone,  George  Stallings,  Orin  Turner,  Cleo 

Turner.   Lorraine  Duce,  Charles  McCurdy,  Nadine  Hansen  on 

the  board  until  1965. 
1965  -  Firth  received  a  new  bishop  -  Lloyd  Bolander. 
1965-1970  -  Gary  Bolander,  Lyle  Lindsay,  Roy  Hansen,  Nadine  Hansen, 

Dayley  Hendricks,  Lorraine  Taylor,  Jay  Johnson,  Lorraine  Duce. 
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1970  -  A  new  bishop  was  installed  and  the  ward  was  reorganized. 

Dale  Christensen,  John  Chapman,  Vance  Bolander,  Richard 

Telford. 
1970-1972  -  Jack  Leavitt,  Jay  Johnson,  Woodrow  Peterson,  Lorraine 

Duce. 


FIRTH  YOUNG  MENS  MUTUAL  IMPROVEMENT  ASSOCIATION 

Prior  to  1896,  the  records  were  lost.   In  1896,  Charles  Criddle, 
James  Dye,  James  Nielson,  Walter  Dye  took  care  of  the  MIA  for  the 
men.   Abinadi  Porter,  Walter  Dye,  George  Munson,  Parley  Johnson 
were  in  before  1900.   Maiden  Dye,  Walter  Dye,  John  Rider,  Daniel 
Arave  and  Lot  Hess  in  1900.   There  seems  to  be  no  records  micro- 
filmed until  after  1920.   The  records  may  be  with  those  yet  to  be 
microfilmed  or  else  they  are  lost. 


FIRTH  YMMIA  AFTER  1924 

1924-1925  -  Albert  Hanny,  Barber  Dye,  Robert  D.  Stanley 
1925-1926  -  Albert  Hanny,  Ernest  Dye,  Joseph  Lyon,  Warren  Lyon. 
1927-1928  -  Earl  Kelsey,  Clyde  Gardner,  Joseph  Lyon,  Warren  Lyon. 
1927-1928  -  Earl  Kelsey,  Ernest  Dye,  Clyde  Gardner,  Warren  Lyon. 
1927-1929  -  William  C.  Gardner,  Stanley  Dye,  Barney  Whitmill, 

Warren  Lyon. 
1930-1931  -  Irvin  Christensen,  Barber  Dye,  Warren  Lyon,  Elwyn  Quinn, 
1931-1932  -  Warren  Dye,  Warren  Lyon,  Leonard  Dye,  Howard  Johnson. 

1932  -  George  Lyon,  Barney  Whitmill,  Barber  Dye,  Warren  Lyon. 

1933  -  Afton  Crofts. 

1934-1935  -  George  Lyon,  Barber  Dye,  Afton  Crofts,  Evan  Mecham. 

1936  -  Marvin  Hopkins. 

1936-1937  -  Barber  Dye,  Marvin  Hopkins,  Jack  Croft,  Hans  Bolstad. 

1938  -  Jack  Croft,  Marvin  Hopkins,  James  Lyon,  Hans  Bolstad. 

1939-1941  -  George  Lyon,  Joseph  Lyon,  James  Lyon,  Robert  Warren. 

1942  -  Afton  Croft,  John  Chapman,  Hoyt  Plamer,  Robert  Warren. 

1942-1944  -  Elvin  Lyon,  Lloyd  Bolander. 

1944  -  Lloyd  Bolander,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Sterling  Hone,  Lawrence  Lyon. 

1945-1946  -  Sterling  Hone,  Boyd  Johnson,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Robert 

Warren. 
1947-1948  -  Arnold  Backlund,  Elmer  Johns,  Vance  Bolander,  Mark 

Gardner. 
1948  -  Arnold  Backlund,  Ruel  Moss,  Wren  Brooks,  Verdall  Sorenson. 
1948-1956  -  Records  not  available. 
1956-1957  -  Ralph  Duce,  Lynn  Walker,  John  Chapman. 
1957-1958  -  Reuben  Petersen,  John  Jowers,  Donald  Ard,  Elmer  Johns. 
1958-1960  -  Gary  Bolander,  Neil  Crofts,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Elmer  Johns. 
1960-1963  -  Gary  Bolander,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Keith  Dye,  Elmer  Johns. 
1964  -  Jack  Leavitt,  Rodney  Tew,  Vance  Bolander,  Reuben  Petersen. 
1964  -  Same  as  1962  except  Max  Howell  was  secretary. 
1965-1967  -  Bruce  Ricks,  War land  Larson,  Vance  Bolander,  Max  Howell, 
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1967-1970  -  Calvin  Dye,  Merlin  Jolley,  Wilford  Chapman,  Max  Howell. 

1970  -  Richard  Telford. 

1970  -  New  bishopric.   Dale  Christensen,  John  Chapman,  Vance  Bolander, 

Don  Richard  Telford. 
1971-19  72  -  Sherman  L.  Mecham,  Boyd  Jolley,  Eldon  Morrel,  Kent 

Burch,  Dale  Killpack. 


FIRTH  YWMIA 

The  Young  Womens  Mutual  Improvement  Association  of  Basalt  and  Firth 
are  the  same  until  1924. 

1893  -  Maria  Inglestrom  had  classes  for  the  young  people,  but  the 
minutes  were  lost. 

1896  -  Maria  Inglestrom,  Nellie  Dye,  Estella  and  Laura  Whitmill, 
Julia  Dye. 

1900  -  Marie  Jensen,  Nellie  Dye,  Harriett  Hutchinson,  Laura  Whit- 
mill, Julia  Dye. 

1900  -  Same  except  Lizzie  Inglestrom  was  secretary. 

1924  -  Ruth  Dye,  Clara  Edwards,  Ada  Allen,  May  Dye. 

1926  -  Rachel  Christensen,  Ruth  Dye,  Lily  Haycock,  Melva  Christensen, 

1927  -  Lily  Haycock,  Ida  Gardner,  Ongeborg  Bolstad. 

1928  -  Same  except  Leila  Christensen. 

1929  -  Ida  Gardner,  Ellen  Mecham,  Lucetta  Fife,  Verda  Dye. 
1920  -  Ida  Gardner,  Mary  Croft,  Lucille  Dye,  Verda  Dye. 

1931  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1932  -  Cleo  Priest,  Alice  Brewington,  Merle  Petersen,  Etha  Quinn. 

1933  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1934  -  Mary  Croft,  Lucille  Dye,  Libya  Olsen,  Leah  Lyon. 

1935  -  Lucille  Dye,  Ida  May  Dye,  Vera  Baird,  Mabel  Dye. 

1936  -  Same  as  previous  year. 

1938  -  Ellen  Mecham,  Leah  Campbell,  Marie  Beebe,  Edna  Lyon 

1940  -  Ellen  Mecham,  Norma  Johns,  Lucille  Dye,  Mildred  Mitten. 

1941  -  Stella  Lyon,  Daveen  Dye,  Lucille  Dye,  Sarah  Mitten. 

1942  -  Alexia  Chapman,  Daveen  Dye,  Leah  Overson. 

1943  -  Same  as  1942  except  Mary  Croft. 

1944  -  Melva  Lyon,  Ellen  Mecham,  Miranda  Stringham,  Florence  Beus . 

1945  -  Althera  Croft,  Lila  Daines,  Margery  Toone,  Florence  Beus. 

1946  -  Etha  Dye,  Louise  Lowe,  Edna  Lyon,  Florence  Beus. 

1947  -  Etha  Dye,  Mildred  Mecham,  Edna  Lyon,  Melva  Lyon. 

1948  -  Etha  Dye,  Mildred  Mecham,  Edna  Lyon,  Ila  Dye,  Velta  Brower. 
1949-1956  -  Records  missing. 

1956  -  Rea  Snow,  Annie  Marie  Anderson,  Phyllis  Nickerson,  Genevive 

Humphries,  Etha  Dye. 

1957  -  Annie  M.  Anderson,  Joyce  Killpack,  Leila  Pixton,  Blenda  Hone. 

1958  -  Same  as  1956. 

1960  -  Ailene  Lyon,  Lenna  McCracken,  Georgia  Mattson,  Blenda  Hone. 

1961  -  Same  as  1960. 

1963  -  Ailene  Lyon,  Ida  Rawlins,  Melba  Staples,  Blenda  Hone. 

1964  -  Cleo  Turner  was  on  the  board. 


66 


1965  -  New  bishopric  -  Lloyd  Bolander = 

1966  -  Fern  Nickerson,  Nelda  Brittian,  Ida  Lott,  Blenda  Hone,  Jean 

McNeal . 

1967  -  Fern  Nickerson,  Nelda  Brittian,  Mary  Alice  Dye,  Blenda  Hone, 

Ida  Lott. 

1968  -  Nelda  Brittian,  Mary  Alice  Dye,  Donna  Whittle,  Blenda  Hone, 

Ida  Lott. 

1969  -  Same  as  1968. 

1970  -  Same  as  1968  and  1969,  except  Daveen  Dye  as  secretary. 

1971  -  Lois  Bolander,  Marsha  Tucker,  Donna  Meek,  Virginia  Lindsay. 

1972  -  Lois  Bolander,  Marsha  Tucker,  Donna  Meek,  Virginia  Lindsay, 

Margaret  Chapman  and  Beth  Lyon.20 


FIRTH  PRIMARY 

After  the  ward  was  organized  in  1924,  the  independent  primaries  that 
had  been  held  in  the  homes  were  discontinued  and  a  full  primary  was 
organized  with  the  following  officers: 

Elgena  Inglestrom,  Florence  Hanny,  Ada  Johnson. 

Florence  Hanny,  Jesse  Davis,  Irene  Johnson,  Lilly  Hansen,  Lapriel 

Frandsen,  Vera  Marsden,  Sarah  Mitton,  Althera  Crofts,  Ruth 

Dye,  Rosa  Whitmill. 
Winnifred  Baird,  Ella  Martin,  Maude  Croft,  Vera  Baird. 
Ellen  Jensen,  Verna  Young,  Beulah  Whitmill. 
Ruth  Dye,  Estella  Lyon,  Thelma  Dye,  Nora  Bolander. 
Nora  Bolander,  Louise  Lowe,  Ida  Petersen,  Lila  Daines . 
Ellen  Mecham,  Ella  Lords,  Eva  Nelson. 
Claudine  Howell,  Leila  Mecham,  Elda  Christensen,  Estella  Lyons, 

Althera  Crofts,  Lucy  Dye,  Norma  John. 
Estella  Lyons,  Ruby  Hansen,  Lenna  McCracken,  Velta  Brower. 
Lorraine  Chapman,  Patrina  Lyons,  Donna  Petersen. 
Carol  Hopkins,  Amy  Christensen,  Sharon  Crofts. 
June  Butler  Mecham,  Linda  Larsen,  Carla  Dye,  Maxine  Weatherston. 21 
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2ND  BASALT  CHURCH 
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BASALT  CHURCH  -  OLD  HALL 


PART  OF  THE  BAILEY  HOME 

WHERE  THE  FIRST  R.S.  WAS  ORGANIZED 


BASALT  CHAPEL  1972 


CEDERBERG  COMMUNITY  HOUSE 


KIMBALL  CHAPEL 


SWEDISH  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


BIRTH  PLACE  OF  IRENE  WHITWORTH 


ASSEMBLY  OF  GOD  CHURCH 


FIRST  L.D.S.  CHAPEL  AT  FIRTH  1935 


FIRST  BISHOP 
JOHN  J.  LYON  1924 


FIRTH  L.D.S.  SEMINARY  1971 


BETHEL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  1971 


BETHEL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  1971 
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HOMESTEAD  I NG 


The  government  of  a  country  passes  laws  to  make  it  easy  for 
people  to  buy  land.   In  1862  the  United  States  government  passed 
the  Homestead  Act.   Any  man  could  apply  for  a  tract  of  one  hundred 
sixty  acres  of  land.   He  should  live  on  it  and  improve  it  and  build 
a  house  and  fences  and  after  five  years  this  farmer  would  become 
owner  of  the  land.   Later,  a  law  was  provided  that  men  who  served 
in  the  Army  could  count  that  time  as  part  of  the  five  years.   Still 
later,  the  size  of  the  acreage  was  increased  to  six  hundred  forty 
acres,  which  is  called  a  section,  equal  to  one  square  mile.1 

About  the  turn  of  the  century,  between  1900  and  1910,  the  home- 
steaders were  allowed  three  hundred  twenty  acres.   Idaho  was  one  of 
the  states  that  opened  much  new  land  for  homesteading .   Most  of  the 
land  in  the  Snake  River  Valley  had  been  homesteaded  or  bought. 
Many  had  bought  lots  in  Basalt  or  Firth  or  a  small  acreage  and  wish- 
ed to  acquire  more  to  have  enough  to  make  a  living. 


Most  of  this  homesteading  was  in  the  hills  and  mountains  east 
of  the  valley.  From  1898  to  1915,  many  families  took  advantage  of 
the  act  and  took  out  claims  on  Miner,  Trail  and  Cedar  Creek. 

Automation  was  still  in  its  infancy.   Horse  power  was  the  only 
source  of  getting  there  and  back.   It  was  a  common  sight  to  see  a 
light  spring  wagon  or  a  white  top  buggy  loaded  with  a  hand  plow, 
grub  box,  shovels  and  stakes  pulled  by  a  team  of  horses  driving  from 
point  to  point  through  the  brush. 

The  desired  plot  of  land  was  found,  a  stake  was  driven  and  a 
white  flag  made  of  an  old  sheet  or  petticoat  was  tied  to  it  as  a 
sight.   When  the  ascent  was  too  steep  for  the  wagon,  the  horses  were 
unhitched  and  mounted  by  the  riders  to  the  highest  hill  where  the 
sights  of  the  terrain  were  made  and  other  stakes  driven.   The  only 
way  of  measuring  was  with  a  tape  or  by  stepping  off  the  distance  each 
way  from  the  white  flag.   It  was  no  easy  task  to  step  off  one  hundred 
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sixty  or  three  hundred  twenty  acres  in  this  way.  Many  stakes  were 
almost  perfect  when  government  surveyors  came,  years  later,  to  ex- 
amine and  verify  before  it  was  proved  upon  and  recorded. 

A  homesteader  was  required  to  live  so  many  months  of  each  year 
on  the  land  he  chose  for  five  years.   After  approval  by  the  state, 
the  homesteader  became  legal  possessor  of  the  land  to  maintain  and 
improve  it  as  long  as  he  desired.   Many  homesteaders  proved  up  on 
their  dry  farms  then  sold  them  to  get  money  to  purchase  homes  in 
the  valley . 

Houses  were  usually  built  near  a  spring  or  a  stream.   In  such 
a  place,  small  communities  would  spring  up  and  schools  would  be 
built.   Some  homesteaders  made  ditches  to  get  water  to  their  yards 
and  gardens. 

Others  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  have  any  water  on  their 
dry  farms.   These  farmers  made  cisterns  of  cement  and  would  haul 
water  in  water  tanks  during  the  lull  season  to  fill  these  cisterns. 
Some  homes  placed  hand  pumps  over  these  cisterns  to  bring  the  water 
up  when  needed  for  culinary  purposes. 

The  livestock  had  to  be  driven  to  the  stream  or  river  each 
day  to  get  a  drink.   The  lucky  farmer  would  have  his  pasture  where 
the  animals  had  access  to  the  streams. 

When  Sundays  came  the  work  horses  were  allowed  to  graze  in  the 
lush  pastures,  unless  it  was  an  only  team  and  they  had  to  be  driven 
to  church  or  to  the  neighbors  for  a  visit  and  dinner. 

Old  Dabbin  and  Betsy  were  not  neglected.   Tucked  away  under  the 
spring  seats  were  horse  nose  bags  filled  with  sweet  oats  to  munch 
while  the  people  had  dinner  and  a  good  chat  with  friends.   Before 
hitching  them  up,  the  beasts  of  burden  were  led  to  the  stream  or 
trough  for  a  refreshing  drink. 

Neighbors  knew  when  company  was  coming  as  clouds  of  dust  fol- 
lowed the  conveyance  along  the  ungraveled  roads.   This  gave  them 
time  to  sweep  the  floor  and  comb  their  hair  before  the  guests  ar- 
rived c 

Homesteaders  were  so  eager  to  see  neighbors  and  friends  that 
their  mountain  hospitality  was  highly  deflated  if  "you  didn't  stay 
for  dinner." 

It  would  take  an  hour  to  get  dinner  ready .   This  delicious 
meal  consisted  of  home  cured  ham,  baked  potatoes,  freshly  churned 
butter,  homemade  bread  and  ice  cream  made  from  the  morning  skim  of 
milk,  frozen  in  a  hand  turned  freezer  from  snow  carried  from  the 
sheltered  cove  where  during  the  early  spring  a  snow  bank  had  been 
covered  with  fresh  straw.   It  all  tasted  as  good  to  these  mountain 
folk  as  any  elaborate  dinner  cooked  by  a  French  Chef. 
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Butter  and  milk  were  kept  cool  in  a  spring  house,  if  near  a 
spring,  or  in  a  cool  cellar.   The  cellar  usually  led  off  the  back 
porch  or  was  near  the  back  door.   It  was  partly  underground,  with 
boarded  sides  and  roof,  covered  with  earth.   Inside  it  was  white 
washed  and  lime  sprinkled  on  the  dirt  floor  to  keep  it  sweet  and 
clean.   It  was  always  damp  and  cool.   Steps  led  up  to  the  ground 
level.   Butter  was  put  in  a  bright  milk  pan  with  another  pan  over 
it.   Milk  could  be  kept  cool  in  a  shiny  lard  pail. 

Some  people  had  homemade  coolers  or  evaporators  made  of  slats 
of  wood,  covered  with  two  thicknesses  of  burlap.   Shelves  were  on 
the  inside  -  a  pan  of  cold  water  was  placed  on  top  from  which  strips 
of  wool  or  heavy  material  drained.   The  material  being  placed  be- 
tween the  thicknesses  of  burlap.   As  the  water  evaporated,  the  cool- 
ing commenced. 

Some  of  the  first  homesteaders  were  in  Paradise  Valley.   It  is 
located  between  Blackfoot  Reservoir  and  Brush  Creek. 

John  Miles,  grandfather  of  Angus,  taught  school  in  Paradise 
Valley.   His  son,  Arthur,  took  a  claim  on  three  hundred  sixty  acres 
as  a  homestead  right  in  1917. 

Dave  Cousins,  Earnest  Hughes,  a  bachelor,  and  Ernest  Giesler 
from  Rigby  were  homesteaders  in  this  valley  also. 

When  a  baby  was  expected,  the  mothers  went  to  Shelley  or  Poca- 
tello  to  be  confined. 

John  Palleria  came  from  Italy  and  used  his  homestead  right  in 
Paradise  Valley.   At  this  early  year,  1917,  the  roads  were  rough 
and  steep,  especially  through  Brush  Creek  and  up  Rawlins  Creek  to 
where  other  homesteaders  had  claims. 

Jesse  Gjettrup  of  Woodville  had  a  claim  beyond  the  others.   Leo 
Sorenson,  Victor  Frandsen,  Luella  Frandsen  had  claims  on  Rawlins 
Creek.   Ellis,  Oscar  and  Alfred  Armstrong  were  on  Miner  Creek  and 
Poison  Creek.   Crofts  were  on  Miners  Creek  and  Brush  Creek.   R. 
Reid  had  a  claim  on  Poison  Creek.   One  thousand  acres  must  have  been 
claimed  between  1910  and  1915. 

Ellis  Armstrong  tells  of  raising  hogs  on  the  homestead  and  of 
driving  them,  when  fat  enough,  to  the  market  at  Blackfoot  or  Shelley, 
This  sometimes  took  two  or  three  days  to  trail  them  out.   Wolverine 
Creek  must  have  been  a  tempting  wallow  for  the  hot  hogs. 

Armstrong's  raised  the  first  seed  potatoes  on  Miner  Creek. 

Many  French  Basques  were  hired  as  sheep  shearers  and  herders. 
Elizabeth  Armstrong,  mother  of  the  boys,  would  cook  for  the  shearers 
in  a  large  bunk  house  or  sometimes  in  a  tent.   Many  of  the  dry  far- 
mers ate  under  willow  boweries  because  of  the  heat  in  the  small 
cabins . 
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The  homesteaders  seeded  by  hand  and  threshed  by  horse  power. 
Six  or  eight  head  of  horses  hitched  to  an  auger  that  run  a  belt  con- 
nected to  the  thresher.   It  was  a  perpetual  vigil  to  keep  the  horses 
moving. 


ARTHUR  MILES  AND  ADA  J.  NEIBAUR 

Arthur  was  the  oldest  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Miles.   The  other 
eight  sons  and  daughters  are:   Arthur  W. ,  lives  in  Jackson,  Montana; 
Emily  Chilson,  Boise,  Idaho;  Harold  J.,  Shelley,  Warren  D.  of  Salt 
Lake  City  and  Angus  E.,  Shelley,  Route  #2;  Richard  C.  at  Blackfoot; 
Elizabeth  Chorruca,  Firth  and  Wilma  Madsen  of  Idaho  Falls  who  submit- 
ted the  material  of  the  Miles  history. 

Arthur  and  Ada  were  married  in  Paris,  Idaho  in  1902.   Shortly 
after  leaving  Paris,  the  Miles  took  up  their  homestead  in  Paradise 
Valley  where  they  spent  most  of  their  summers  and  many  of  the  winters 
when  the  only  travel  was  on  skiis  or  sleigh. 

The  following  story  Wilma  told  us:   "My  parents  never  had  elec- 
tricity until  about  1932.   After  coming  to  the  valley  where  they 
lived  on  Sand  Creek  near  Basalt.   Our  studies  were  done  by  kerosene 
lamps.   If  the  other  neighbors  did  not  move  to  the  valley  in  the  win- 
ter, John  Miles,  the  teacher,  would  take  all  the  school  age  children 
to  the  valley  where  he  taught  school  in  Goshen,  and  Basalt,  among 
other  places. 

Father  did  the  butchering  and  cured  the  hams  in  a  little  four- 
sided  house  without  windows ,      Applewood  was  preferred  for  the  smoking, 
Wood  was  hauled  from  the  lavas  or  Wolverine.   Two  days  were  spent  to 
get  one  load  to  its  destination. 

Father,  Arthur,  owned  the  only  ditch  digger  and  loaned  it  until 
it  was  completely  worn  out.   He  repaired  his  old  Model  T  with  wire 
and  string  and  it  would  run.   His  watermelon  patch  was  often  raided 
by  mischievous  boys. 

The  Miles  lived  in  the  Davis  place  near  Sand  Creek  north  of  Wic- 
lundSo   The  children  rode  on  a  old  cart  to  school  until  the  buses 
came. 

Father,  Arthur,  sold  the  farm  in  World  War  II.   All  the  men  were 
inducted »   Arthur  and  family  moved  to  Draper,  Utah  and  operated  a 
poultry  farm  owned  by  Angus .   While  at  Draper,  they  lived  in  their 
first  and  only  modern  home  they  ever  knew. 

Father  returned  to  Goshen  and  rented  the  old  Pierce  place.   He 
died  in  November,  1948." 

During  the  winter  of  1918,  Arthur  Jr.,  a  boy  of  twelve,  rode  a 
horse  belly  deep  in  snow  to  the  Blackfoot  River  from  Paradise  Valley 
for  help  for  his  mother,  Ada,  and  baby,  Wilma,  who  were  stricken  with 
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influenza. 

A  Mr.  Williams  met  him  with  a  sleigh  and  took  the  stricken  ones 
to  a  doctor  at  Shelley.   Many  people  died  during  this  epidemic  of 
flu,  1918-19. 

The  Miles  lived  on  Sand  Creek  in  three  different  places,  after 
moving  from  Paradise  Valley  -  where  Ockerman's  live,  where  Jacobsens 
live  and  north  of  Jolleys.   The  little  log  cabin  still  stands  out  in 
the  field. 

Arthur's  family  moved  back  to  Utah  and  bought  Angus  out,  and  he 
moved  to  Goshen,  bought  the  Pierce  place  where  he  resides  today.   The 
Angus  Miles  family  have  been  raised  and  schooled  at  Basalt-Firth 
area. "2 


EDWARD  AND  KITTY  BLAIR 

Edward  and  Kitty  Blair  filed  on  a  claim  on  the  tributary  to  the 
Blackfoot  River,  west  of  Paradise  Valley.   The  Blairs  lived  on  it 
four  summers  and  improved  and  proved  up  on  it.   Then  it  was  sold  to 
the  Eastern  Idaho  Grazing  Association „ 

It  must  be  remembered  that  several  of  these  families  homesteaded 
in  several  different  places.   Reuben  Belnap's  place  was  down  the  river 
and  near  Ed  Blair's  place.   Further  on  down  was  Richard  Dye,  Sam  Ken- 
dall, Oscar  Sorenson  and  Stoddards. 

DeLaun  Cox  had  a  homestead  claim  up  near  the  head  of  Poison  Cre- 
ek, near  Blue  Mountain.   Leonard  Cox  bought  out  many  of  the  home- 
steads after  the  drouth  and  World  War  II  years. 

John,  Hiram  and  Sam  Davis  were  over  the  hill  on  Miner  Creek. 
Tom  Davis  and  Tom  Dye  each  had  a  claim  on  Trail  Creek,  another  tri- 
butary to  the  Blackfoot  River. 

Oscar  Sorenson  owned  land  near  the  river  and  became  acquainted 
with  Kate  while  on  the  homestead. 

Other  Trail  Creek  settlers  were  Frandsen's  and  Leo  Sorenson. 
Chris  Thompson  and  Hobart  Thompson.   Israel  Porter  was  on  the  west 
side  of  the  creek  where  it  emptied  into  the  Blackfoot  River.   The 
Reid  family  was  across  the  terrain  to  the  west. 


LORIN  FREEMAN 

Lor in  Freeman  was  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Mary  Farley  and  the 
sixth  of  nine  children.   He  had  been  schooled  in  Arizona,  came  to 
the  Snake  River  Valley  and  Basalt  in  1906,  married  Emma  E.  Crofts 
in  1909,  and  built  a  two  room  home  on  his  father's  lot,  where  Ed 
Nelson  lived. 
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About  this  time  people  were  getting  homestead  fever.  It  real- 
ly hit  Lorin  in  1914.  He  and  his  brother  homesteaded  three  hundred 
twenty  acres  on  Miner  Creek.   Their  claims  cost  them  $16.00  each. 

The  flu  epidemic  was  raging  in  1918,  and  Lorin  took  his  family 
to  the  hills  to  avoid  it,  but  all  of  them  had  it.   His  wife  was  seri- 
ously ill.   Lorin  brought  the  family  out  of  the  hills  in  a  sheep 
camp  the  13th  of  November.   The  next  day  his  wife,  Emma,  died.   Lorin 
was  left  with  five  children  under  nine  years  of  age.   His  parents, 
Elijah  and  Mary,  who  lived  in  the  house  south  of  him  on  the  corner, 
helped  raise  these  children.  (More  about  Lorin  under  Builders.) 

Twitchell  was  below  Freeman.   He  made  snowshoes  for  the  men  to 
get  out  of  Paradise  Valley  one  winter.   Marion  Sorenson  and  Oscar 
Armstrong  were  on  Miner  Creek. 

In  the  Spring  Creek  vicinity,  farther  down  the  Blackfoot  River 
were  the  John  Bergs,  Klemmensens,  Tena  Berg's  parents  and  Vernon  31- 
sens . 

Floyd  Womack  and  J.  Peterson  were  down  the  river,  closer  to  Al- 
dridge,  on  Cedar  Creek.   Also  on  this  creek  were  the  John  Dials, 
Lockyears,  Jemmetts,  James  Reid,  Murphys  and  Bairds.   John  Dial  also 
had  land  on  the  Blackfoot  River. 

Leonard  Cox  and  his  family  had  found  vacant  claims.   He,  his 
wife,  Diantha,  his  daughter,  Anna,  his  sons,  DeLaun  and  Louie,  and 
possibly  other  children,  all  used  their  homestead  rights  in  the 
hills.   Some  around  Cedar  Creek,  others  on  Johnes,  Wolverine  and 
Poison  Creeks. 

A.  E.  Brown  built  a  water  wheel  on  the  Blackfoot  River.   The 
wheel  had  a  contraption  of  buckets  fastened  to  the  paddles.   As  the 
wheel  would  turn  the  buckets  would  fill,  then  as  they  emptied  into  a 
pipe  the  water  was  forced  up  the  hill  near  the  house,  to  water  the 
stock.   It  is  said  that  there  was  not  much  water,  not  enough  to  ir- 
rigate a  garden  or  crops,  but  possibly  plenty  to  quench  the  thirsty 
throats  of  cattle  and  stock.   The  Brown  home  and  the  water  wheel 
have  all  disappeared  and  Lloyd  Stolworthy  now  owns  the  land  on  the 
bench. 


JOHN  DIAL  AND  ELSIE  JEMMETT 

If  any  man  deserves  credit  for  persistence,  this  man  did.   He 
came  to  Shelley  from  Utah  in  1906,  attended  the  Shelley  schools  and 
used  his  homestead  right  in  1916.   He  filed  on  Cedar  Creek  and  mar- 
ried Elsie  Jemmett,  whose  parents  also  were  homesteaders. 

School  was  held  in  a  log  room.   Eight  grades  in  the  same  room 
with  about  twenty-eight  pupils  and  one  teacher.   About  1915,  a  nice, 
frame  building  was  made  at  Aldridge  or  Cedar  Creek. 
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Dial's  children  attended  school  at  Aldridge  several  winters. 
Cows  were  milked  and  cream  hauled  to  the  small  stations  at  Firth  and 
Shelley. 

John  remembers  raising  sugar  beets  in  1945,  when  they  averaged 
twenty  ton  to  the  acre.   The  beets  were  hauled  to  the  Goshen  and  Shel- 
ley dumps  by  truck. 

The  Dial  children  are:  Thelma  Fowler  in  Pocatello;  Nona  Phiefer, 
Firth;  Bob  married  Beasley  Thurup ;  Betty  (his  twin)  married  Larry  Pol- 
son  and  lives  in  Shelley. 

John  said  he  and  Rulon  Ziegler  on  Wolverine  Creek  were  about  the 
last  to  leave  the  mountains.   Aldridge  School  District  #62  was  moved 
to  Grace,  Idaho  and  the  school  disolved.   Ziegler  moved  to  Salmon, 
John  to  Firth  in  1959. 3 

Cedar  Creek  had  a  school  and  Post  Office  at  Aldridge.   More  in- 
formation under  Schools  and  Postal  Service. 

These  homesteaders  lived  a  frontier  life,  and  a  life  of  hard- 
ships and  disappointments.   Many  times  the  ground  would  be  so  dry  by 
the  time  it  was  plowed,  harrowed  and  planted  with  horse  power,  the 
seed  had  no  moisture  left  to  make  it  sprout. 

Years  of  drouth  prevailed  and  still  some  noble  ones  would  not 
give  up  their  homes.   Some  tried  living  in  the  mountains  through  the 
winters,  but  for  a  short  time  only. 

The  Cox's,  Stolworthy 's ,  Birds  came  in  with  their  diesels  and 
power  machinery  and  have  bought  up  these  homesteads,  drilled  wells 
and  the  stalwart  pioneers  moved  to  the  valley.   Most  of  them  were 
gone  from  the  hills  during  the  1930' s.   These  big  landowners  farm 
two  to  three  thousand  acres  now  and  still  have  moisture  in  the  ground 
because  they  move  so  fast  they  have  a  much  better  chance  to  subdue 
the  elements. 

The  little  rancher  has  been  pushed  out  to  find  other  more  pro- 
mising pursuits.   Industry  has  supplied  them. 

Many  of  the  homesteaders,  too  far  up  to  drag  machinery,  have 
sold  out  to  grazing  companies  and  herds  of  sheep  and  cattle  find  sum- 
mer range. 

Yes,  homesteading  is  a  has-been,  but  the  toil  and  efforts  of  the 
ones  who  lived  and  sacrificed  will  always  be  a  fond  recollection. 
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THE  TLOOV  OF   '62 

The  tpAtng  thawt  came.  A.n  wivitoji,  they  brought  havoc  and  dettAuction 
The  gn.ound  wot  fiutl  ofa  lea  and  \n.ott,   and  no  place  ion.  collection. 
Oft  waten.  made  by  melting  Anon),  -in  mountain*  and  In  valleys 
The.  wanm  n.alnt  made,  new  faeAhett  that  attembled  In  the,  gulleyt 
Tilling  them  to  overflowing,  thut  flooding  land*  and  tectiont. 

Sand  bag* ,  dint,  and  bale*  ofi  hay,  and  help  {n.om  eveAy  diAectlon 
WeAe  uted  to  Atop  the.  staging  ttneam,  and  lmpn.ovlte  pn.ote.ctA.on 
All  night  long  many  cAewt  labored  hand  to  pfie.ve.nt  dettAuction  o{> 

thelA  dAeamt 
Many  hornet  wene  Inundated  and  ttock  lott  In  the.  great  deluge 
The  city  lott  amounted  to  millions  and  to  the  ^anmeAt  it  wot  huge. 

People  came  In  mattet  to  tee  the  tpectaculan.  event, 

Red  Cn.ott,  Relief  and  Wel&a/ie  groupt  wene  on  hand  whenever  tent. 

The  ttricken  were  huddled  neon  radlot  In  hornet  o{±  relatives  dean, 

Where  they  listened  with  anticipation  o&  other  retcuet, 

Hoping  the  end  o&  the  rampage  wot  neon. 

A^ter  thn.ee  dayt  o^  tente  wo  iking  and  waiting, 

The  tun  had  come  out  bnlghtly  and  warm 

Huge  Ice  ^lowt  were  moved  In  Snake  Riven.,  and  it  teemed  to  extend 

Its  great 
knm  to  receive  o{  the  water  that  had  broken  through 
VettAoylng  and  -tnundattng   faanmt. 

Becaute  o^  It't  frozen  condition,  the  river  failed  to  perform  at 

detttned 
TonAentt  o^  water  ruthed  hene  and  thene,  WAJth  no  place  to  go 
Trying  to  make  uplt't  mind. 

Mattlve  cattlet  ofi  ice  were  dltlodged  by  man' t  blattt 
To  keep  brtdget   firom  being  to  An  firom  theln  mooAlngt  to  fiatt. 

All  that' t  le^t  now  to  do  am  the  cleaning  up  job, 

Von.  the  great  deluge  u>  pott. 

Vet,  the  deluge  aj>  pott,   but  lit  damage  will  be  lelt  ion.  yeaAt 

At  we  clean  up  the  refute  and  debAtt,  with  hand  labor  and  theddlng 

ofi  teaAt 
Bn.oth.enly  love  hat  been  taught  by  the  letton  o&  God. 

-  Miranda  C,  StAlngham 
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AHL STROM  HOMESTEAD  1906 
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LOFQUISTS  AND  DUG  OUT  1903 


SINGLETON  FAMILY 


THOMAS  MITCHELL  HOME  -  SHELLEY 
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ALBERT  HJELM  FAMILY 


AMUSEMENTS,  RECREATION  AND  CLUBS 


The  real  early  settlers  never  had  much  time  for  recreation 
that  demanded  a  great  lot  of  preparation.   After  the  men  had  worked 
the  horses  all  day,  along  with  their  own  hard  manual  labors,  they 
usually  welcomed  night  and  rest.   They  did  find  time  for  a  barber 
shop  quartet  or  a  good  square  dance  on  some  very  special  occasion. 

The  24th  of  July  celebration  in  1900  was  the  last  one  held  down 
in  the  old  townsite  of  Basalt  on  the  railroad.   There  was  further 
division  when  the  boundary  lines  between  Basalt,  Shelley  and  Goshen 
were  made  in  June  29,  1908. 

In  1909,  when  Basalt  and  Firth  were  still  one  ward,  an  Amuse- 
ment Committee  was  formed.   A  new  chapel  and  hall  with  a  stage  in 
it  was  built  in  the  new  Basalt.   There  was  a  maple  floor  laid  so  the 
benches  could  be  pushed  back  for  dancing  and  the  west  end  was  ele- 
vated for  a  stage  and  orchestra.   Classrooms  were  formed  by  drawing 
the  curtains. 

Tickets  for  the  dances  were  sold  for  $1.00  per  month,  per  fam- 
ily, and  with  this  money  they  kept  missionaries  in  the  field  and 
did  other  good  deeds  such  as  constructing  homes  for  widows  and  pro- 
vided them  with  food  and  fuel. 

For  twenty  years ,  the  ward  expense  was  kept  up  through  amuse- 
ments.  Gas  lights  were  replaced  by  delco,  later  by  electricity. 
Money  was  given  to  Ricks  Academy,  War  Bonds  and  Stamps,  L.D.S.  Hos- 
pital, and  to  aid  people  stricken  with  influenza  during  the  epi- 
demic of  1918-1919. 

Bishop  William  Dye  and  his  counselors  moved  from  their  farms 
and  built  homes  in  the  townsite  to  help  make  a  town  of  Basalt. 
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Jim  Dye  played  the  violin  and  Duff  Quinn  would  accompany  him 
on  the  piano.  There  were  others  who  would  bring  their  accordians 
and  harmonicas  to  help  out  with  the  music. 

The  Town  Band  was  composed  of  members  from  town  and  farm  and 

was  directed  by  Reuben  Jensen,   Basalt  was  proud  of  this  brass  band. 

They  had  colorful  uniforms  and  were  hauled  around  to  celebrations 
in  a  beet  box. 1 

After  the  chapel  was  built  and  the  trees  grew  in  the  park  in 
back  of  it,  the  crowds  would  gather  in  the  park  to  hear  the  band 
play  and  to  watch  the  boys  play  baseball.   Sometimes  there  seemed 
to  be  a  contest  of  where  the  men  would  be  -  in  the  game  or  in  the 
band. 

Duff  Quinn  was  a  star  pitcher  and  rode  a  horse  to  practice. 
One  day,  in  1908,  he  pitched  two  complete  games. 

James  Lyon  was  the  catcher  and  was  killed  when  a  bridge  col- 
lapsed with  him  while  he  was  driving  a  tractor  across  it.  He  was 
drowned. 

This  Basalt-Firth  team  played  games  from  June  to  August  during 
1908-1910.  They  played  games  in  McCammon,  Pocatello,  Mackay,  Idaho 
Falls  and  in  Saint  Anthony . 

Those  who  played  were:   Duff  Quinn,  pitcher;  James  Lyon,  cat- 
cher; Bill  Gutke  from  Shelley;  John  and  George  Harker  from  James- 
ton;  Jesse  Chipman,  Bill  Hutchinson  of  Firth;  Frank  McCurdy;  a  Mr. 
Merkley  from  Wapello;  Leaf  Johnson  (brother  to  Ezra);  George  Lyon 
as  outfielder;  Ariel  McCurdy,  short  stop;  Rulon  Jensen,  Ervin  Chri- 
stiansen.  The  Dye  and  Berg  boys  also  played  baseball.   Perhaps 
there  were  others  who  we  have  not  been  able  to  find.2 

Merlin  Jensen  and  Ezra  Johnson  were  good  mixers  and  were  in 
charge  of  the  dances.   These  were  mostly  square  dances,  as  round 
dances  were  frowned  upon.   It  was  thought  that  the  young  people 
danced  too  close.   The  dances  were  successfully  conducted,  no  smo- 
king or  drinking  was  allowed. 

An  outsider,  Mr.  Orr ,  built  a  public  dance  hall  on  Yellowstone 
Highway  where  the  old  Basalt  stood.   There  is  still  a  grove  of 
trees  there  today.   He  allowed  any  number  of  round  dances  and  drink- 
ing and  smoking.   This  made  a  problem  for  Basalt  because  they  had 
always  had  such  high  standards.   This  public  place  burned  down  after 
a  few  years.   Some  say  it  was  set  fire  because  of  the  bad  environ- 
ment. 

A  Dramatic  Group  was  organized  after  the  new  town  was  started, 
and  the  hall  with  the  stage  was  completed.   It  was  one  of  the  finest 
and  largest  stages  in  the  valley  and  many  famous  traveling  troupes 
would  present  their  productions  there. 
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One  performance  many  old-timers  remembered  was,  "Foust",  where 
men  fought  with  swords.   Ophelia  Bybee  Curd  took  the  leading  role 
in  many  of  the  first  plays .   She  also  took  charge  of,  and  made,  many 
of  the  costumes.   Her  husband,  Jack,  was  a  mule  skinner  at  Mud  Lake. 
Her  home  was  north  of  Austin  Browns.   Her  home  and  all  the  costumes 
burned . 

Sam  Kendall,  the  father  of  Lell  Armstrong's  wife,  Wionina ,  took 
the  part  of  the  villain  many  times.   One  night  he  was  portraying  his 
part  of  anger  and  lost  his  false  teeth.   Another  time,  too  much  wad- 
ding was  put  in  the  bullet  and  it  really  knocked  him  down  and  out. 
His  wife  screamed  as  she  thought  it  was  real.   The  shot  left  a  mark 
on  him,  but  he  was  not  hurt. 

Several  of  the  local  people  took  part  in  these  plays.   Charles 
and  Ethel  Criddle,  Aaron  Croney  and  wife,  and  many  others.   There 
is  record  that  these  plays  were  taken  to  Arco  and  Ucon  during  the 
years  1910-1912.   (Submitted  by  Vita  Criddle  Christensen) . 3 

Dances  were  held  every  week  in  the  old  hall.  People  came  from 
miles  away  because  of  the  good  music.  Some  of  those  who  played  were: 
Rastus  Freeman,  Israel  Porter,  Jim  Porter,  Jim  Dye,  John  and  Newt 
Johnson  on  violins;  and,  Winona  Kendall,  Duff  Quinn,  Minnie  White 
(she  lived  across  from  Gale  Robinson) ,  and  Vita  Brower  Dye  on  the 
piano.  Ras  Freeman  taught  Vita  to  cord  when  she  was  only  twelve. 
Browers  moved  to  Basalt  in  1931,  and  have  played  a  prominent  part 
in  music  for  dancing  and  singing  since  then. 

GLENDORA  PLAYERS  -  Glen  Taylor  from  Pocatello,  and  his  wife,  Dora, 
became  managers  of  theGlendora  Players  for  some  time.   Basalt  was 
the  home  of  this  theatrical  group.   Many  of  their  plays  were  western, 
but  they  usually  had  a  full  house.   Glen  was  a  United  States  Senator 
in  1945. h 

24TH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATIONS  -  Basalt's  24th  of  July  celebrations  were 
known  up  and  down  the  valley.   There  was  something  in  the  line  of 
amusement  all  day.   One  remembers  Luther  Tufts  dressing  his  old  mare 
in  a  pair  of  overalls  for  the  parade.   Tufts  lived  where  Austin 
Brown  lives  today. 

Otto  Yorgensen  handled  the  soft  drinks.   Lemonade  was  made  in  a 

forty  gallon  barrel  and  was  served  free  to  everyone  at  the  program. 

Servers  walked  through  the  group  with  a  pitcher  and  a  cup,  and  every- 
one had  a  chance  to  quench  their  thirst. 

For  many  years,  Mamie  Johnson  was  often  in  charge  of  the  food. 
They  made  good  profit  as  it  was  sold  in  a  carnival  type  atmosphere. 

The  program  was  usually  under  the  direction  of  the  M.I. A. 
which  consisted  of  stump  speeches,  special  speakers,  dramas,  singing 
and  instrumental  numbers.   Hand  fans  were  kept  busy  trying  to  create 
a  breeze. 
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Eating  dinner  in  the  cool,  shady  park  was  relaxing  to  all  and 
consisted  of  fried  chicken,  potato  salad,  new  peas  and  potatoes, 
delicious  apple  pie  and  homemade  ice  cream.   After  two  hours  to 
eat  and  relax,  the  ball  games  for  oldsters  and  games  for  the  child- 
ren would  commence, 

Warren  Dye  took  charge  of  many  of  the  ball  games.   Lynn  Dye, 
Arvil  and  Bud  Daw,  Chick  Wiseman,  Ross  Berg,  Delow  Daw,  and  many 
others  were  good  players . 

Lorin  Freeman,  Ezra  Johnson  and  Merlin  Jensen  were  promoters 
of  many  July  24th  celebrations.   Vita  Brower  Dye  said,  "One  of  the 
best  celebrations  I  remember  was  before  the  ball  park  was  made.   A 
pit  was  dug  and  a  whole  pig  was  barbecued.   It  was  put  on  the  hot 
rocks  and  cooked  all  night.   It  was  so  delicious.   One  could  smell 
it  all  over  town." 

Leo  Harper  was  a  good  celebration  man  and  helped  put  on  some 
fine  programs.   After  the  foot  races,  the  sack  races,  and  ball 
games  were  over,  people  who  had  chores  to  do  would  dash  home  and  do 
them.   Others  would  remain  at  the  church  or  visit  with  friends. 
All  would  return  for  the  big  dance  at  night,  where  they  knew  no 
generation  gap,  as  all  had  fun  together.   Many  times  a  children's 
dance  was  held  in  the  afternoon  and  those  under  twelve  would  remain 
at  home  or  baby-sit  while  the  older  ones  danced,  sometimes  until 
long  after  midnight. 

George  Jacobsen  was  in  charge  of  the  little  rodeo  that  was 
held  in  connection  with  the  other  sports.   George  would  gather  the 
bucking  stock  from  the  farm  herds,   Nothing  professional,  but  lots 
of  fun. 

Winter  was  a  time  for  sports  and  recreation,  too.   Candy  pulls, 
sleigh  rides,  skating  on  the  canals  and  school  plays  and  programs. 
The  young  men  delighted  in  getting  their  best  girl  in  a  bob  sleigh 
with  a  foxy  team  then  whirling  them  by  cutting  the  horses  sharply 
in  the  intersections.   These  would  be  almost  like  glass,  and  the 
girls  would  scream  while  the  boys  would  thrill. 

The  roads  were  so  slick  that  grandmas  were  afraid  to  walk  on 
them  as  they  came  for  their  mail  to  the  town  square. 

After  the  youth  program  was  inaugurated  in  the  M.I. A.  in  the 
forties,  drama,  music,  speech  and  dancing  were  all  under  supervision 
of  the  officers  of  the  M.I. A.   Church  ball  games  soon  came  under  the 
same  program  and  the  young  people  from  twelve  to  twenty-five  have 
grown  up  under  supervised  recreation.   These  entertainments  have  been 
offered  to  non-L.D.S.  as  well,  and  many  have  been  active  along  with 
members. 

LITTLE  BUCKAROO  RODEO  -  The  little  Buckaroo  Rodeo  gives  plenty  of 
lively  action  to  the  people  of  Firth  and  surrounding  areas.   This 


year,  1971,  marked  their  fifth  year.   This  annual  affair  is  spon- 
sored by  the  Riverview  Grande.   The  serving  committees  for  19  71 
were:   Eldo  Pratt,  chairman;  Lawrence  Brower ,  parade;  Edna  Hall 
and  Marlene  Rogers,  tickets  and  queen  contest;  Deaunae  Nelson, 
advertising;  Dale  Nelson,  rodeo  grounds;  Claude  Mecham,  rodeo  con- 
testants; Betty  Cederberg,  concessions;  Neil  Bithel,  raffle  of 
one-half  beef,  (Don  Sage  was  the  winner);  and  Deaun  Johnson,  dance. 

Debbie  Freeman  was  named  Queen  and  her  attendants  were:   Tresa 
Brower  of  Firth  and  Karla  Hedin  of  Groveland.   There  were  five  con- 
testants for  the  title.   Winners  received  prizes  donated  by  area 
business  firms. 

The  street  parade  usually  starts  at  2:00  p.m.  with  the  High 
School  Cougarettes,  business  entries,  Cub  Scouts  and  bikes  with 
children  as  entrees.   The  rodeo  starts  at  8:00  p.m. 

In  1971,  Kent  Just  was  the  announcer,  Eldro  Pratt  the  clown, 
and  between  the  two  of  them,  they  kept  the  action  going. 

Contestants  for  the  rodeo  range  in  age  from  five  to  fourteen. 
Such  stunts  as  calf  roping,  goat  tying,  barrel  racing,  bareback 
riding,  steer  riding  and  clowning  offered  thrills  and  hilarity  to 
the  large  crowd  of  spectators.5 

MELBA  THEATRE  -  This  theatre  was  opened  about  1921  under  the  partner- 
ship of  Bill  Hutchinson  and  Lew  Hurt.   Bill  also  ran  the  pool  hall. 
Movies  were  shown  and  sometimes  vaudeville  acts  were  between  features 
Shows  were  put  on  in  spurts  and  jumps  and  the  theatre  would  open  for 
a  while,  close  down  and  reopen.   It  was  open  for  a  while  during  late 
1940.   In  1968,  the  Firth  School  District  rented  the  theatre  for  the 
Thespians  and  the  kids  worked  hard  to  clean  and  paint  the  old  build- 
ing so  the  school  plays  could  be  produced  there,  but  to  date  none 
has  been  done. 

OTHER  PUBLIC  AMUSEMENTS  -  Dances  and  basketball  games  were  held  in 
the  hall  above  Colletts.   All  of  the  upper  floor  was  occupied.   Once 
there  was  a  doctor's  office  upstairs.   Later,  this  was  converted  into 
apartments. 

Dancing  was  held  in  the  hexagonal  shaped  building,  later  bought 
by  Gushwa  and  turned  into  the  North  Star  Garage.   Ed  Manion  and 
Gushwa  were  partners  in  a  grocery  store  where  Colletts  Bar  is  today. 
At  first  it  was  west  of  Colletts  Bar.   Grant  and  Melba  live  on  West 
Center  in  Firth,  next  door  to  Lu  Warren. 

Dog  Races  -  One  old  timer  relates  having  attended  dog  races  on 
sleds  on  the  streets  in  Firth. 

Ski  Races  -  There  have  always  been  people  who  liked  to  ski. 
Before  the  Ski  Lodges  were  built,  people  would  go  to  the  slopes,  or 
build  ski  jumps.   Some  of  these  were  at  Firth.   Man  made  jumps, 
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where  snow  was  scraped  to  a  height  and  skiers  were  pulled  by  a  long 
rope  behind  a  horse  and  then  when  approaching  the  jump  would  let  go 
of  the  rop  and  see  how  far  he  could  jump. 

Today,  still  many  go  skiing,  but  it  is  to  the  elaborate  lodges. 
Water  skiing  is  also  a  very  popular  sport,  where  the  same  idea  is 
used  as  the  horse  and  skiis,  only  the  water  skier  is  pulled  by  a 
motor  boat. 

CEDAR  CREEK  SNOWMOBILE  AREA  -  was  organized  in  1970.   They  have  a 
modern,  attractive  lodge  on  Cedar  Creek,  eighteen  miles  east  and 
south  of  Firth  where  many  local  people  have  learned  to  enjoy  their 
snowmobiles  and  skiis. 

The  lodge  has  a  large  fireplace  and  facilities  to  stay  over- 
night.  It  is  a  good,  warm  hut  for  people  who  are  playing  in  the 
snow. 

Maurice  Gentillon  is  president  of  the  association.   Marcel  Gen- 
tillon,  Kenneth  Johnson  and  Dewaine  Haggard  belong  to  the  Cedar 
Creek  Grazing  Association,  the  group  who  are  sponsoring  this  resort. 

They  are  pulling  members  in  from  Pocatello  to  Ashton  and  the 
road  to  this  area  is  being  kept  open  by  the  county  so  more  people 
can  have  access  to  this  beautiful  spot.6 

SOFTBALL  -  GIRLS  -  During  the  latter  thirties  and  early  fifties, 
girl's  softball  games  were  organized.   The  boys  and  men  had  played 
baseball  since  the  turn  of  the  century.   The  girls  and  women  usual- 
ly sit  on  the  sidelines  and  cheer.   Girls  teams  were  organized  all 
through  the  church  organization,  and  it  was  made  part  of  the  M.I. A. 
program  by  1940. 

The  program  and  area  is  divided  into  regions,  when  a  team  be- 
comes a  winner  of  a  ward,  then  they  compete  for  stake  championships; 
then,  for  regional,  which  extends  from  Firth  to  Salmon. 

The  Firth  Ward  girls  won  the  regional  this  year,  1971,  in  soft- 
ball.   Their  coach  was  Mrs.  Wilford  Chapman.   This  is  the  ninth 
trophy  won  the  past  two  years,  for  best  playing  softball,  volleyball, 
and  basketball. 

On  the  team  roster  were:   Cindy  Tschiof ,  Connie  Chapman,  Deb- 
bie Bowne,  Patty  Whittle,  Carolee  Taylor,  Debbie  Crooks,  Laurel 
Crooks,  Dawn  Lyon,  Michelle  Bolander,  Marilyn  Bolander,  Laurie 
Adolfson,  Gail  Brower,  Georgia  Sorensen,  Becky  Berg,  Katherine  Bur- 
well,  Rona  Eldrington  and  Jolene  Duce. 

The  Basalt  girls,  coached  by  Sharron  Bates  and  assisted  by  Mary 
Ann  Lott,  took  second  place  in  both  junior  and  senior  competition. 
On  the  junior  team  that  was  not  allowed  to  go  into  region  were: 
Nanette  Barrus ,  Judy  Fink,  Laurie  Jensen,  Cherri  Freeman,  Linda  El- 
lsworth, Julie  Speas,  Kerri  Pike,  Fawn  Grange  and  Becky  Hjelm. 
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On  the  senior  team  that  went  to  region  were:   Gwen  Jensen,  Cindy 
Jensen,  Leslie  Telford,  Christina  Johnson,  Vicki  Fielding,  Barbara 
Johnson,  Sharron  Ellsworth,  Robin  Fielding,  Jeanette  Gentillon, 
Denise  Hjelm,  Pamela  Thompson,  Sheree  Fielding,  Bonnie  Tew,  Carol 
Stringham,  Gail  Christensen.   Mary  Hjelm  is  score  keeper.7 

MOUNTAIN  MUSIC  -  DANCES  -  Many  of  the  homesteaders  danced  to  the  good, 
old  mountain  music  of  the  Jemmetts  on  accordian,  mouth  harps  and 
guitars.   Jimmy  and  Doris  Shay  also  played  guitar  and  accordian. 
This  music  really  made  your  feet  want  to  keep  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heath  were  teachers  and  would  allow  dancing  in  the 
schoolhouse  at  Aldridge  where  they  would  dance  with  the  others. 
Those  who  attended  never  thought  of  going  home  until  after  midnight 
lunch  and  dancing  after  that.   Sometimes  it  was  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning.   So  many  miles  were  between  the  homesteaders  and  transpor- 
tation so  slow  with  horses  that  people  really  postponed  the  hour  of 
departure  from  such  good  times. 

TOBOGGANING  -  Not  all  the  young  people  owned  skiis,  but  a  toboggan 
would  suffice  for  five  or  six  and  was  just  as  invigorating  and  ex- 
citing.  Johnny  could  even  be  seated  next  to  his  best  girl,  Mary, 
on  a  toboggan  and  during  the  swift  descent,  often  found  Mary  in  his 
arms,  screaming  and  crying  for  more  thrills. 

These  toboggans  were  usually  built  of  hardwood,  often  homemade, 
steamed  to  a  curve,  and  waxed  on  the  bottom  to  make  them  slick. 
Some  toboggans  were  covered  with  a  sheet  of  tin  or  galvanized  mat- 
erial.  They  were  from  six  to  eight  feet  long  and  about  two  feet 
wide,  with  a  rope  as  a  guide  and  to  pull  it  back  up  the  hill.   The 
weight  and  sway  of  the  six  passengers  would  be  the  only  guide  and 
sometimes  the  ride  got  a  little  wild.   Maynard  Dye  had  his  back 
broken  tobogganing  in  the  hills. 

HORSEBACK  RIDING  -  Don't  ever  think  the  early  settlers  led  a  dull 
life.   Each  farm  had  their  ponies  and  all  the  children,  as  well  as 
the  parents,  knew  how  to  ride  and  care  for  a  horse.   The  horse  was 
the  main  means  of  transportation.   To  get  the  girls  to  the  dates, 
the  kids  to  school,  dad  to  work  and  the  family  to  church. 

Although  all  were  not  trained  in  what  they  call  horsemanship 
today,  they  knew  how  to  ride  and  keep  in  a  saddle  or  bareback, 
whichever  was  convenient. 

Races  were  indulged  in,  horse  swimming  contests  where  large 
areas  of  water  were  located.   The  horses  would  exhibit  their  swim- 
ming abilities  with  a  rider  on  it's  back.   The  first  time  this 
writer  ever  remembers  seeing  Bill  Messick  was  at  one  such  contest. 

PICNICS  -  Kraft  never  could  package  such  food  and  tasty  morsels  as 
was  packed  in  a  lunch  basket,  if  dainty  and  on  a  date;  or,  in  the 
good,  old  grub  box  which  served  as  refrigerator,  conveyor  and  larder. 
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The  chicken  had  cold  grease  on  it,  but  was  juicy  and  tender  inside. 
Homemade  cinnamon  buns  rolled  in  brown  sugar  satisfied  the  sweet 
tooth,  and  there  was  the  home  cured  ham,  cooked  and  wrapped  in 
clean,  damp  tea  towels,  then  in  newspapers  to  keep  it's  flavor. 
The  spiced,  red,  home  grown  beets  were  taken  from  the  cellar  shelf 
in  the  same  glass  container  with  economy  clamps,  that  they  were 
canned  in.   Spring  water  was  found  to  drink,  as  most  picnics  were 
into  the  higher  mountains  where  the  springs  were  free  from  contami- 
nation. 

The  pine  clad  coves  and  grassy  dells  were  much  more  numerous 
then  than  they  are  today.   After  an  appetizing  lunch,  explorations 
were  made  to  the  highest  peak,  or  watercress  spring;  some  would 
gather  rocks  or  leaves  for  the  school  collection,  or  just  walk  and 
bask  in  the  beauty  of  a  lovely  world  of  the  out-of-doors,  nature's 
pavillion. 

LUTHERAN  BIRTHDAY  PARTIES  -  The  women  of  the  Lutheran  Church  hold 
an  annual  Birthday  Party  and  honor  all  ladies  over  70  years  of  age. 
This  has  been  an  activity  of  the  Lutheran  Church  for  over  twenty 
years,  possibly  longer.   The  annual  event  is  honoring  Senior  Citi- 
zens with  a  program,  a  guest  speaker  and  each  lady  is  presented  with 
a  corsage. 

The  same  league,  the  L.C.W.,  sponsors  a  Bazaar  and  Harvest 
Festival  every  year  where  they  buy  the  meat  that  is  used  and  every- 
thing else  is  donated. 

LUTHERAN  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP  -  The  Lutheran  Youth  Fellowship  has 
taken  the  place  of  the  Lutheran  League,  since  the  combining  of  four 
Lutheran  Churches  in  the  United  States.   The  Firth  area  go  to  Seat- 
tle for  their  conventions,  and  belong  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  Synod. 

The  L.Y.F.  have  a  junior  and  a  senior  group.   Glen  Mundt  is 
the  president  today,  19  71.   They  meet  bi-monthly.   The  group  have 
study  periods,  hay  rides,  roller  skating  parties,  ice  cream  socials 
and  other  monthly  events.   The  first  meeting  of  the  month  is  a  busi- 
ness meeting  with  a  guest  speaker  and  instruction.   The  second 
gathering  is  for  a  social.   Blackfoot  and  Firth  Leagues  meet  to- 
gether.  At  Christmas  time  boxes  of  fruit  are  donated  and  taken  to 
hospital  patients.   Reverend  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Lynch  are  the  leaders 
and  live  in  Blackfoot.   The  Lutheran  Church  also  sponsor  Mother- 
Daughter  socials,  and  Father-Son  outings.8 

FIRTH  HIGH  SCHOOL  SKI  CLUB  -  In  many  of  the  high  schools  in  the 
United  States  there  are  ski  clubs  organized.   The  ski  clubs  are  a 
national  organization  and  discount  passes  are  issued  to  various 
resort  areas  in  the  United  States.   In  the  larger  cities  such  as 
Salt  Lake  City,  Pocatello  or  Idaho  Falls,  a  coupon  book  is  avail- 
able issued  by  the  United  States  Ski  Association  -  USSA. 
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The  coupons  give  a  discount  on  such  things  as  lift  passes, 
shows,  pizzas,  dinners,  etc.   The  members  have  to  furnish  their  own 
skiis.   The  entrance  fee  is  $2.00.   The  age  requirement  is  fifteen 
and  over. 

The  Firth  Ski  Club  has  been  functioning  for  several  years. 
Keith  Hall  is  the  present  president  and  Steven  Clark  has  been  an 
advisor.   Steve  has  moved  to  Shelley  to  teach,  so  a  new  advisor 
will  probably  be  chosen.   Steve  would  rent  a  school  bus  and  he  would 
drive  it  to  the  lifts  of  Sun  Valley,  Targhee,  Taylor  Mountain  or 
Teton  Village.   The  Firth  Ski  Club  has  twenty-five  to  thirty  mem- 
bers . 

FARM  BUREAU  -  There  has  been  much  uncertainty  about  when  the  first 
Farm  Bureau  was  organized  in  Bingham  County.   There  were  extension 
classes  and  demonstrations  held  in  Bonneville  County  during  and  be- 
fore World  War  I,  1917-1919. 

Daveen  Dye,  xdio  has  been  in  a  Bingham  County  office  the  past 
eighteen  years  believes  the  Farm  Bureau  was  first  organized  about 
1917.   Whatever  the  date,  this  first  one  just  faded  out, 

About  1938-1940,  Eric  Sundquist  had  been  affiliated  with  East- 
ern Idaho  State  Fair,  and  was  one  of  the  agitators  in  getting  the 
people  Farm  Bureau  minded.   Eric  enthused  Melba  Miller  and  Shirley 
Webb  and  the  three  worked  hard  to  revive  the  Farm  Bureau.   Melba 
acted  as  secretary.   Robert  Webb  was  chairman  until  he  was  taken 
by  the  state  and  put  on  the  state  board.   After  Robert  came  Ernest 
Escott.   Shelley,  Aberdeen  and  Firth  were  organized  before  Blackfoot 
local  or  the  county  was  organized.  ° 

About  1942-1944,  a  group  came  from  Grace,  Albert  Ziegler,  Jed 
Ashton,  secretary  from  Tyhee,  and  possibly  others  came  to  Firth  to 
help  organize.  Mary  Cederberg  was  secretary.  This  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Firth  local.  Aberdeen  came  in  after  Firth.  Shelley 
had  an  organization.  Blackfoot  and  Bingham  County  Farm  Bureau  was 
organized  soon  after. 

George  Hansen  wrote  the  first  car  insurance,  after  the  insurance 
was  included  in  the  program.   Harold  Redford  from  Bancroft  and  Bryant 
Stringham  of  Firth  did  much  of  the  promotion  of  car  insurance  in 
north  Bingham  County. 

George  Hansen  was  installed  as  Bingham  County  Chairman  with 
Herb  Hahn  and  Ernest  Escott  and  Mildred  Montague  as  secretary.  Mil- 
dred served  faithfully  as  secretary  for  twenty-one  years.   She  was 
installed  in  1947,  and  had  to  be  released  in  1968.   Mildred  tripped 
on  a  rug  and  fell  in  her  home,  breaking  the  mouth  bone  in  her  hip. 
Three  times  Mildred  went  into  surgery  on  her  hip.   She  is  able  to 
walk  with  the  aid  of  crutches.   Mildred  was  in  the  Farm  Bureau  when 
the  office  was  in  the  top  of  the  old  bank  building  in  Blackfoot. 
In  1957,  the  office  was  moved  into  the  little  block  building  on 
West  Pacific  in  Blackfoot. 
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The  locals  were  organized  and  functioning  fairly  well  in  1948. 
Ror tense  Hansen  of  Shelley  was  the  State  President  of  the  women's 
group.   When  Miranda  Stringham  was  ch;  Lrman  and  Mrs.  Victor  Jensen, 
was  co-chairman  of  the  Firth  Local,  thev  worked  together  with  Mrs. 
Hansen  and  other  county  officers  and  asked  the  State  Patrol  and 
proper  authorities  to  assist  in  getting  driver's  tests  in  the  high 
schools.   Shelley  was  the  first  high  school  in  the  state  to  give 
these  driver's  tests.   The  first  one  was  in  front  of  the  Shelley 
High  School.   This  was  in  August,  1947.   The  young  high  school  stu- 
dents ranged  in  age  from  thirteen  to  nineteen.   The  first  group, 
fifty-one  local  youths  was  given  tests  and  no  one  was  allowed  to 
have  a  driver's  license  who  did  not  pass  with  at  least  an  80% 
passing  grade. 

The  Skilled  Drivers  Club  was  started  with  those  getting  the 
highest  scores  serving  as  officers.   George  E.  Vaughn  was  the  State 
Safety  Director  and  he  lectured  to  the  young  people,  showed  a  film 
in  the  old  Shelley  First  Ward  Church.   The  kids  had  been  given 
printed  material  to  study  two  weeks  previous  to  the  tests.   The 
officers  from  Firth  for  the  Drivers  Club  were:   Robert  Hansen,  son 
of  Ammon,  Lucille  Hansen;  Floreine  Stringham,  daughter  of  Bryant 
and  Miranda  Stringham. 

Since  this  program  was  started  in  Shelley,  Drivers  Education  is 
now  taught  all  over  the  state  through  the  high  schools. 

The  Farm  Bureau  sponsored  the  Blue  Cross  Insurance  program, 
organized  control  prices,  organized  the  S.C.S.  programs,  named  the 
county  lands  and  erected  the  signs;  provided  the  first  fire  trucks 
in  town,  conducted  upholstery  and  textile  classes,  maintained  booths 
each  year  at  the  Eastern  Idaho  State  Fair,  selected  nominees  for 
'Mother  of  the  Year',  established  Women's  Camp,  and  many  other 
worthwhile  projects. 

Miranda  Stringham  served  as  County  Chairman  of  the  Women's 
Organization  in  1951-1952.  n 

Granges  have  been  organized  all  over  the  United  States  since  it  was 
founded  in  1967,  by  the  order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  by  Oliver  H. 
Ke.llev.   Grange  is  an  association  of  american  farmers  to  promote 
agricultural  interest.'-. 

Grange  is  a  word  that  was  used  in  England  many  years  ago.   It 
means  "farm".   Farmers  were  eager  to  learn  more  modern  methods  of 
farming.   The  movement  spread  quickly.   By  1875,  there  were  800,000 
grangers  in  the  midx^est.   It  became  so  strong  it  was  able  to  get 
laws  passed  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers,  such  as  rates  on  rail- 
roads, the  hauling  of  produce,  better  farm  to  market  roads,  price 
supports  and  other  problems. 

The  problems  are  discussed  at  the  grange  meetings  and  sometimes 
representatives  are  sent  to  congress  to  represent  the  farmers. 


84 


Many  people  join  the  grange  for  the  social  part  of  it;  picnics, 
card  parties  and  other  activities.   The  Grange  has  activities  for 
those  under  fourteen,  many  bring  their  families. 

There  is  some  uncertainty  about  who  was  the  first  grange 
master  at  Riverview.   Albert  Hjelm  acted  as  master  or  supervisor 
about  1927-1929. 

In  1929,  the  Riverview  Grange  was  organized  with  William  Ceder- 
berg  as  master.   Bert  Winchell  replaced  Cederberg  shortly  after  as 
William  had  been  given  some  other  responsibility.   Bert  was  teach- 
ing school  at  Riverview  in  a  one  room  school  -  the  school  that  burned 

down, 

The  following  have  been  submitted  as  masters,  although  not  in 
sequence:   Bert  Winchell,  Albert  Hjelm,  William  Cederberg,  Don 
Fraker,  Martin  Williams,  Carl  Adolfson,  Paul  Hjelm,  Roy  Adolfson, 
Jerry  Hjelm,  Ed  Hall  was  master  in  1955.   Jimmy  Burkman,  Samuel 
Mickelsen,  Harold  Brewerington,  Kent  Miller,  Ishmael  Scott,  Max 
Johnson,  Iloyd  Brower,  and  the  present,  Bob  Wecherbee,  1971=   Betty 
Cederberg  is  the  secretary  in  1971. 

The  Riverview  Grange  functioned  many  years  as  a  city-farm 
organization.   Ic  has  many  activities  for  the  betterment  of  the  farm 
folk.   They  sponsor  spaghetci  suppers,  the  annual  Little  Buckaroo 
Rodeo.   They  have  had  booths  at  the  Eastern  Idaho  State  Fair.   The 
grange  built  a  little  rodeo  grounds  near  the  Snake  River  at  Firth. 
The  plan  of  the  grange  is  to  have  the  students  of  the  high  school 
help  with  the  beautif ication  program. 

The  grange  was  moved  from  the  Riverview  School  to  the  Grange 
Hall  in  Firth.   This  old  hall  was  formerly  a  lumber  company < 

Some  of  the  past  secretaries  are:   Dolphia  Hjelm,  Olga  Adolf- 
son, Helen  Backlund ,  Deaune  Nelson,  Lena  Nelson  and  Betty  Ceder- 
berg. l2 

FIRTH  HOMEMAKERS  -  The  following  women  are  members  of  the  before 
mentioned  club:   Esther  Anderson,  Helen  Backlund,  Alice  Beeleart, 
Patsy  Berggren,  Leah  Brewerington,  Ebba  Cederberg,  Mary  Cederberg, 
Lucille  Everett,  Virginia  Fredricksen,  Neva  Jones,  Rose  Levin,  Jo- 
Ann  Nelson,  Lena  Nelson,  Neva  Nungester,  Joyce  Rishell,  Ethel 
Steele,  Ella  Tschicof ,  Violet  Wicklund,  Bessie  Wilson. 

This  club  meets  monthly  and  have  various  homemaking  projects; 
pillows,  quilts,  etc.   This  year,  there  will  be  a  drawing  for  a 
quilt  among  the  members.   Their  dues  are  $1.00  per  year,  and  this 
is  used  for  flowers  for  sickness  and  death.   They  have  a  yearly 
luncheon  for  the  family  and  a  Mother's  Day  Luncheon  for  just  the 
mothers  in  May.   They  also  take  tours  to  different  places  of  in- 
terest and  education.   They  exchange  gifts  among  the  members  of 
their  club  at  Christmas. 


The  officers  for  1971  are:   Neva  Nungester,  president;  JoAnn 

1  q 

Nelson,  vice  president;  and  Neva  Jones,  secretary.0 


LIONS  CLUB  -  Was  organized  July  12,  1931,  with  Leo  Gushwa  as  first 
president.   The  Lions  Club  was  something  new.   Firth  was  about  the 
third  in  the  state  to  be  organized.   The  Lion's  Club  of  Grace,  Idaho 
came  and  assisted  with  the  organization. 

The  charter  members  are:   L.  J.  Thomas,  W.  F.  Reumke,  J.  E. 
Gallogry,  Joe  Dye,  Jack  Slayton,  Joe  Tucker,  Earl  Warren,  G.  S.  Col- 
lett,  Albert  Hjelm,  Sterling  Hone,  Gene  Hutchinson,  Ed  Manion,  Al 
Morgan,  J.  A.  Neal,  M.  L.  Lockyer,  Harold  Brighton,  Al  Burkman, 
W.  H.  Cederberg,  David  Dye,  Leo  Gushwa,  A.  D.  Hadlock,  Ed  Hampton, 
Frank  Telford,  George  Hansen,  Michael  Fraker,  D.  L.  Cump,  L.  E. 
Oyler ,  Austin  Summer,  A.  L.  Andrus  and  Amasa  Baird. 

The  Firth  Lions  Club  has  made  calendars,  supplied  wheel  chairs 
to  the  disabled,  built  a  tennis  court,  bought  eye  glasses  for  two 
children.   This  year,  1971,  the  club  is  planning  an  eye  examination 
for  all  school  children.   Pancake  breakfasts  have  proven  another 
successful  project  for  the  club. 

The  present  members  are:   Robert  Warren,  Flovd  Hillman,  Hurum 
Mecham,  Larry  Kohler,  Elmer  John,  Sterling  Hone,  John  Meek,  Bill 
Bolinder,  Clifford  Cluff,  Leon  Esplin,  Stanley  Kress,  and  Robert 
Miller.   Floyd  Hillman  is  serving  as  president  at  present,  and 
Robert  Miller  is  the  secretary.14 
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RECREATION 


DOCTORS  AND  NURSES 


Fathers  and  mothers  had  to  be  doctor  and  nurse  to  their  child- 
ren in  the  early  homes.   Distance  and  mode  of  transportation  pre- 
vented anything  else.   Fathers  were  often  compelled  to  bandage  deep 
wounds  and  improvise  splints  for  broken  bones  until  a  midwife  or 
more  experienced  person  could  be  found. 

MARIA  INGLESTROM 

One  of  the  first  midwives  was  Maria  Inglestrom,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  where  she  may  have  learned  much  from  her  mother's  experience 
in  the  old  country.   She  was  one  of  the  first  women  to  settle  in 
this  area.   She  delivered  many  babies,  crossing  the  Snake  River  in 
a  boat  at  times  to  do  so.   Being  the  mother  of  nine  children,  she 
was  well  experienced. 

ANN  HUBAND 

Ann  was  a  sister  to  Marie  Inglestrom.   Ann  had  settled  two 
miles  south  of  Shelley,  with  her  husband,  Heber.   Many  patients 
were  doctored  in  her  home.   She  also  acted  as  midwife  and  helped 
deliver  babies.   These  women  were  not  graduates  of  medicine,  only 
from  the  school  of  experience.   Ann  delivered  children  for  two  sis- 
ters in  Basalt,  Mrs.  Mamie  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Ruben  Belnap. 

ALICE  SESSIONS 

Alice  lived  in  Goshen,  but  came  to  Basalt-Firth  many  times, 
traveling  with  a  horse  and  wagon,  or  a  buggy.   Many  times,  when  a 
new  wee  one  was  added  to  the  family,  she  stayed  several  days  in  the 
home  to  care  for  the  mother  and  infant. 

MRS.  ELIZA  JEMMETT 

Mrs.  Jemmett  was  probably  the  first  trained  midwife  between 
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Shelley  and  Blackfoot.   She  had  received  training  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  probably  from  Dr.  Shipp,   Many  women  were  paid  by  the  Relief 
Society  to  take  such  a  course.   Eliza  took  this  training  after  she 
had  one  child  of  her  own. 

Eliza  had  a  horse  named,  'Nig',  which  she  drove  hitched  to  a 
one  horse  buggy.   The  distance  was  never  too  far.   The  roads  were 
dusty  and  rough.   Many  times  she  had  to  travel  through  tall  sage 
brush.   She  had  a  radius  of  thirty  miles.   She  took  care  of  the 
mother  and  baby  for  ten  days.   Her  pay  was  usually  meat,  sugar,  or 
flour.   Sometimes  nothing.   This  helped  with  her  oncoming  family. 

MRS.  ABIDIAH  WADSWORTH 

Mrs.  Wadsworth  did  some  nursing  and  delivering  north  of  Firth 
around  the  Taylor  district.  She  also  traveled  long  distances  with 
horse  and  buggy  with  little  or  no  pay,  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 

SALOMA  LYON 

Saloma  Hymas  married  Charles  Lyon,  Jr.  There  is  no  record  of 
her  training,  but  she  did  help  deliver  babies  and  helped  with  home 
nursing. 

DR.  BURNDAGE 

No  one  knows  from  whence  he  came,  but  he  lived  around  Shelley. 
He  drove  a  horse  and  buggy  and  carried  a  little  black  bag.   Child- 
ren used  to  wonder  if  he  carried  babies  in  that  little  black  bag. 
He  set  many  broken  bones  and  sewed  many  lacerations,  as  well  as 
bringing  new  babies  into  the  world.   However,  he  usually  had  a 
woman  nurse  to  take  care  of  the  mother  and  baby. 

ANNIE  HIATT 

Annie  lived  at  Ammon,  but  would  travel  by  horse  to  other  towns. 
She  was  a  nurse  by  training.   In  later  years  of  her  practice,  she 
had  a  maternity  home  at  Ammon.   She  delivered  several  children  in 
Ammon  for  Mrs.  David  Campbell,  mother  of  the  writer. 

Annie  would  not  drive  so  the  farmers  would  have  to  go  get  her 
and  take  her  home  after  the  confinement  of  their  wives  which  was 
usually  from  five  to  ten  days.   Many  times  these  midwives  rode 
horses  and  the  farmer  would  have  to  feed  the  pony  as  well  as  the 
nurse  for  the  duration. 

MRS.  RAPPLEY 

Mrs,  Rappley  took  care  of  Mamie  Johnson  when  her  twins,  Leland 
and  Lela  were  born.   No  one  knows  where  she  came  from. 

EDWIN  CUTLER 

Edwin  was  raised  in  Orderville,  Utah,  and  received  his  early 
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education  there.   He  graduated  from  B.Y.U.,  then  he  received  his  B.S 
from  the  University  of  Chicago,  and  became  an  M.D.  in  1906. 

He  practiced  with  his  younger  brother  one  year  in  Preston, 
Idaho.   He  came  to  Shelley  in  1907,  and  built  a  hospital  on  the  cor- 
ner across  west  from  the  Shelley  City  Park.   His  office  and  home 
were  on  the  ground  floor  and  the  hospital  rooms  were  upstairs.   At 
one  time,  75%  of  the  Shelley  people  were  brought  into  the  world  by 
Dr.  Edwin  Cutler.   The  England  Real  Estate  occupied  the  old  hospital 
for  several  years. 

He  married  Minda  Minerva  Harris  and  they  had  eleven  children. 
Edwin  H. ,  Harold,  Genevive  Adamson,  Marion,  Glen,  Gladys  Dean, 
Orville  and  Orvilla,  Quine,  Cliff  and  Hortense.   One  was  born  dead. 

Dr.  Cutler  drove  a  horse  and  buggy  for  many  years.   He  pur- 
chased the  first  automobile  in  Shelley  in  1909.   He  was  Bishop  of 
the  Shelley  First  Ward  for  five  years.   He  was  a  familiar  figure. 
Old  and  young  knew  Dr.  Cutler.   He  had  a  happy  countenance  and  an 
optimistic  nature.   He  had  a  way  with  little  children. 

Aggie,  a  young  widow,  was  one  of  the  nurses  who  helped  in  the 
hospital.   After  Minda  passed  on,  he  married  Aggie  and  they  had  one 
son,  Gerald.   They  later  separated.   Aggie  is  94  today  and  is  in 
the  hospital  with  a  broken  hip. 

MRS.  EMMA  MESSICK  CUTLER,  LPN 

Emma  did  much  nursing  around  the  Basalt,  Firth  and  Shelley 
area.   She  usually  accompanied  Dr.  Cutler  when  he  was  delivering 
babies.   The  nurse  would  remain  in  the  home  and  care  for  the  mother 
and  infant  until  the  mother  was  able.   She  worked  as  his  nurse  for 
twenty-five  years.   The  doctor  was  on  call  day  or  night  and  trav- 
eled long  distances. 

Dr.  Edwin  and  Emma  were  married  October  8,  1946.   He  came  to 
Basalt  and  lived  in  her  home.   Emma  was  a  sweet,  considerate  nurse 
to  Edwin  in  his  declining  years.   She  said  to  me,  "Doctor  was  good, 
kind,  patient  and  faithful.   He  was  always  a  gentleman." 

He  and  Emma  lived  happily  together  for  three  years.   He  died 
in  1949.   Emma  sold  her  home  to  William,  her  son,  and  moved  to 
Idaho  Falls. 

She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children  when  she  married  Doctor 
Cutler.  They  are:  William,  Carma  Holland,  CeBelle,  Leo  Harper, 
Viola,  Wayne  Bair ,  Ray,  Diantha  Cox,  and  Melva  Christensen, 

JOSEPH  ALMA  DYE 

Alma  was  the  oldest  son  of  noble  pioneers,  Joseph  and  Nellie 
Childs  Dye.   He  was  born  in  their  first,  little,  log  home  south  of 
Firth.   Alma  was  one  of  the  first  four  to  graduate  from  Dye  School 
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District  #4,  in  1907.   He  attended  Weber  and  Ricks  Academy  until 

1913.   He  enrolled  at  BYU  and  graduated  with  a  B.A.  Degree  in 

1916,   He  received  an  appointment  to  Cornell  University  Medical 
Center  in  Ithaca,  New  York. 

He  married  Dorothy  C.  Young,  great-granddaughter  of  Brigham 
Young,  in  1917.   They  had  a  beautiful  reception  in  the  McCune  home 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

They  moved  to  Ithaca  to  live  in  1919.   He  became  ill  and  spent 
the  next  four  years  in  Basalt  at  his  father's  home  recuperating. 

He  returned  to  Cornell  with  his  family,  a  wife  and  three 
children:   Gordon,  Howard,  and  Wesley,  in  1923.   He  graduated  with 
a  Doctorate  Degree  from  Cornell  in  1925.   In  1926,  he  was  advanced 
to  professional  work  on  the  university  staff. 

In  1933-1934,  he  visited  medical  schools  in  Europe  and  pub- 
lished a  text  book  for  research  which  is  used  in  many  universities. 

He  traveled  all  over  the  United  States.   He  spent  many  months 
on  research  in  genealogy  in  Salt  Lake  City.   He  served  as  an  in- 
structor in  Physics  to  the  service  men  during  World  War  II,  1944- 
1946, 

He  served  as  Branch  President  and  as  District  Councilman  of 
the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Ithaca,  New  York,  for  eleven  years.   On  one 
occasion,  while  the  mission  president  was  visiting  the  Dye  home, 
Dorothy  and  the  neighbors  had  put  every  effort  toward  a  good  din- 
ner; the  young  son,  Wesley,  aged  seven,  piped  out,  "Mother,  what 
kind  of  meat  is  this,  wolf  or  horse?"  The  look  on  the  president's 
face  was  one  never  to  be  forgotten,  as  he  looked  at  his  partially 
empty  plate. 

Increasing  Alma's  already  busy  schedule,  he  was  put  in  as 
District  President  of  the  newly  organized  Seneca  District  in  New 
York.   Many  hours  were  spent  in  travel  to  visit  the  scattered 
branches.   The  sons  of  Alma  and  Dorothy  were  baptized  on  the  Jos- 
eph Smith  Farm  in  Palmyra,  New  York. 

The  children  all  graduated  from  Cornell  University,  are  mar- 
ried, and  have  beautiful  homes  and  outstanding  families.   Gordon 
is  affiliated  with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company;  Howard  is 
on  the  University  Faculty  of  Texas  and  Tennessee;  Wesley,  is  an 
art  designer  in  California.   Dorothy,  wife  of  the  professor,  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir.   Richard  is  with  the  Ford 
Foundation  in  Lima,  Peru. 

In  1960,  Alma  retired  from  Cornell  and  moved  to  Salt  Lake 
City.   After  a  year  or  so,  he  was  called  back  to  Ithaca,  New  York, 
and  helped  establish  an  L.D.S.  Seminary  there. 

A  large  portrait  of  Professor  Joseph  Alma  Dye  hangs  in  the 
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Reception  Room  at  the  new  Veterinary  College  at  Cornell.   When  he 
retired,  a  banquet  was  held  in  the  State  Hotel  in  New  York,  honor- 
ing this  very  accomplished  son  from  a  humble  Basalt  pioneer,  al- 
though he  never  practiced  nor  taught  here,  his  life  is  worthy  to 
be  recognized  as  a  great  doctor.   Alma  died  December  17,  1966,  and 
is  buried  by  his  parents  in  the  Firth  Cemetery. 

DR.  ROBERTS 

Dr.  Roberts  was  a  general  practitioner  who  practiced  in  the 
Shelley  and  surrounding  areas  for  many  years. 

MABEL  CHRISTENSEN 

Mabel  raised  her  five  children,  then  took  up  practical  nurs- 
ing.  She  has  had  twelve  years  of  nursing.   She  worked  in  a  nurs- 
ing home  for  five  years.   For  the  last  two  years  she  has  worked 
on  the  medical  floor  at  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S.  Hospital. 

NEVA  CHRISTENSEN 

Neva  took  nurses  training  the  same  time  as  Joyce  Esplin. 
They  took  their  training  at  Ricks  College  and  the  L.D.S.  Hospital 
in  Idaho  Falls.   They  are  both  R.  N.'s.   Neva  married  Kent  Christ- 
ensen  and  they  live  in  Las  Vegas.   She  has  three  children. 

JOYCE  ESPLIN  WASDEN 

Joyce  and  Neva  were  close  friends  for  many  years.   They  went 
through  school  and  into  the  professions  together.   After  she  got 
her  R.  N.  Degree,  she  worked  in  Idaho  Falls  and  Salt  Lake  City. 
She  married  Barry  Wasden  and  is  presently  living  in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.   They  have  four  girls,  the  first  two  being  twins. 

VAUNA  OLSEN  JOSE  DAWSON 

Vauna  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  Vernon  and  Myrtle  Miller 
Olsen,  who  lived  south  of  Firth.   She  went  to  school  in  Salmon  and 
Hyrum,  Utah,  and  graduated  from  the  Firth  High  School. 

She  bought  part  of  the  Friedman  homestead  in  Basalt  and  built 
a  new  home.  Her  husband  is  deceased  -  he  worked  for  the  Canal  Co- 
mpany. 

Vauna  has  five  children:   LaVerl  Jose,  Gary  Jose,  Sandra  Wel- 
ler,  lone  Weller  and  Dee  Prestwich.   All  of  the  older  children 
have  attended  Ricks  or  B.Y.U.   She  practically  raised  her  family 
with  her  own  income. 

She  is  a  graduate  L.P.N.   At  present,  she  is  on  the  L.P.N. 
Advisory  Board  at  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S.  Hospital. 

After  her  son,  LaVerl,  was  discharged  from  the  U.  S.  Navy,  he 
worked  for  R.  T.  French  in  Shelley,  where  he  got  his  right  hand 
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caught  in  an  auger  and  lost  two  fingers,   This  left  his  fingers 
stiff,  so  he  was  discharged  from  his  job  at  R.  T.  French.   He  is 
at  present,  attending  a  trade  school  learning  to  be  an  electronics 
technician. 

LUANN  HJELM 

LuAnn  was  raised  in  Ririe,  the  daughter  of  Clarence  and  Emma 
Park   She  was  a  graduate  from  Ririe  High  School.   She  took  nurses 
training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  and  attended  classes  at  Ricks  Col- 
lege.  She  graduated  as  a  Registered  Nurse  in  1959.   She  married 
Dennis  Hj elm  in  1962  and  moved  to  Basalt. 

LuAnn  has  a  lovely  voice.  She  is  a  devoted  mother.  She  and 
Dennis  have  maintained  their  family  of  ten  children  and  still  have 
found  time  and  the  means  to  build  on  to  their  home.  It  is  beauti- 
ful and  modern.  Their  children  are:  Mary  D.,  William,  Rickey  L. , 
(an  Eagle  Scout),  Danny  J.,  Rebecca  A.,  Jamie,  Susan  K. ,  Nathan  P. 
Ronald  J.  and  Melissa  S. 

LAVON  BERG 

LaVon  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Hans  and  Tena  Berg  and  a  twin  to  LaMaun.   She  took  nurses 
training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  was  a  special 
nurse  for  the  county.   She  worked  at  the  Saint  Anthony  Hospital. 
During  World  War  II,  she  worked  many  places  as  an  Army  Nurse.   At 
present,  she  is  living  in  Alaska.   She  married  Maynard  Taylor  and 
they  have  three  children. 

NOLA  BOLANDER  BARNHART 

No la  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Nora  McGary  Bolander. 
She  was  raised  near  Shelley.   She  took  L.P.N,  training  at  the 
Idaho  Falls  L.D.S.  Hospital.   She  has  worked  in  the  hospital,  and 
ran  a  foster  home  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.   She  is  the  wife 
of  Or  rice  Barnhart  of  Basalt,  and  they  have  five  children. 

KAY  MCCURDY 

Kay  was  born  in  his  Grandma  Berg's  home  at  Basalt,  June  10, 
1934,  to  Bert  M.  McCurdy  and  Ida  Brusilla  Berg.   Darlene,  his 
only  sister  remembers  the  occasion,  although  there  were  only  four 
years  between  them.   Kay  cannot  remember  his  mother,  as  she  pas- 
sed away  with  Cancer  when  he  was  only  four  years  old. 

Bert,  the  father,  tried  hard  to  keep  his  tiny  family  together, 
but  had  to  work  at  manual  labor  to  make  a  living  for  them.   He  had 
been  a  miner,  a  farmer  near  Salmon,  Idaho,  and  a  day  laborer. 
Many  times  his  work  took  him  away  from  home  and  Darlene  and  Kay 
would  stay  with  their  grandma,  Tena  Berg.   Later,  the  children 
made  their  home  at  Bergs.   This  was  a  help  to  Tena,  as  her  health 
was  beginning  to  fail. 
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Kay  worked  at  different  jobs,  as  a  young  man,  to  help  get 
through  school.   He  had  always  wanted  to  be  a  coach  until  his  best 
pal,  Milo  Jacobsen,  who  had  the  same  aspirations,  was  paralized 
when  he  broke  his  neck  swimming.   Kay  loved  Milo  so  much,  and  when 
he  saw  his  disabilities,  changed  his  mind  and  specialized  in  Phy- 
sical Therapy. 

Kay  had  gone  through  school  with  pretty,  Ailene  Peterson, 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Ida  Brag  Petersen.   They  were  married  in 
1954,  and  Ailene  worked  in  a  bank  to  help  put  Kay  through  college. 
Prior  to  this  time,  he  had  spent  four  years  in  the  Marines.   He 
was  in  San  Francisco  most  of  the  time  he  was  in  the  service.   How 
mature  and  handsome  he  looked  in  his  'Marine  Dress'  uniform  when 
he  was  home  on  a  furlough. 

Ailene  was  a  great  strength  and  support  to  him,  as  was  his 
sister,  Darlene.   She  encouraged  and  sustained  her  brother  and 
seemed  like  a  second  mother  to  him.   Kay  attended  college  at  USU 
in  Logan,  Utah;  then,  he  was  in  finishing  schools  for  six  years. 

Kay  and  Ailene  live  in  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  has  his 
own  business  as  a  Physical  Therapist.   His  office  is  in  downtown 
Portland.   He  also  does  work  for  various  doctors  at  the  Portland 
hospitals . 

They  have  three  children:   Kayleen,  Mark  and  Kimberly.   These 
children  have  received  their  schooling  in  Utah,  California  and 
Portland. 

Kay  is  another  example  of  how  a  person  can  attain  their  ideals 
with  persistence  and  hard  work.   He  was  not  left  a  legacy,  nor  did 
he  receive  much  help  from  his  parents.   His  desire  to  change  his 
life  and  better  it  has  been  the  great  motivating  force  to  push  him 
to  higher  goals. 

RAE  JEANNE  YOUNG 

Rae  Jeanne  is  the  daughter  of  Raymond  Young  and  Lillian  Es- 
plin.   She  graduated  from  Firth  High  School  and  attended  B.Y.U. 
for  four  years,  majoring  in  nursing.   She  received  her  R.  N.  and 
Masters  Degree  in  Denver,  Colorado.   She  has  taught  nursing  at 
BcY.U.  and  U.C.L.A.   To  date  she  has  not  married. 

NANCY  SALOMA  SINGLETON 

Nancy  acted  as  a  midwife  at  Wilford  in  her  younger  days  and 
also  after  she  came  to  Basalt  in  1916,  until  her  death  in  1919. 

ELLEN  So  JENSEN 

After  all  her  children  were  married  Ellen  sold  her  home  to 
Ronald  and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   She  took  L.P.N.  training  and 
passed  the  course  with  some  of  the  best  grades  in  her  class.   She 

93 


practiced  nursing  in  the  L.D.S-  Hospital  for  many  years,  until  her 
mission  call  in  1959.   When  she  returned  she  again  became  active 
in  nursing. 

AMY  P.  CHRISTENSEN 

Amy  was  born  and  raised  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Arizona.   She 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Pratt.   She  came  to  Idaho 
Falls  to  take  nurses  training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  and  at  Ricks. 
She  has  worked  most  of  the  years  since  graduated  in  1956  with  a 
R,  N»  Degree. 

VIRGINIA  PALMER 

Virginia  received  her  training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in 
1941,  and  graduated  in  1945.   For  years  she  worked  as  a  special- 
ist.  She  is  now  a  school  nurse.   She  visits  six  different  schools 
in  this  capacity.   They  are:   Snake  River,  Moreland,  Pingree, 
Thomas,  Rockford  and  Firth. 

Virginia  started  in  the  Head  Start  Program  in  kindergarten 
for  migrant  workers  at  the  six  week  summer  school.   School  nurses 
administer  first  aid,  dental  supplies,  glasses,  and  work  with  par- 
ents of  underprivileged  children. 

GLADYS  HOFF  OLIVER 

Gladys'  father  was  in  the  Hoff  Coal  and  Ice  Company  in  Idaho 
Falls,  where  they  sold  feed,  grain,  coal  and  ice.   It  was  a  family 
affair.   She  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  Hoff.   They  farmed 
in  the  Taylor  area  and  also  homesteaded  south  of  Firth.   Blanche 
Mecham  and  sons  have  some  of  the  old  Hoff  place.   The  Hoffs  came 
in  1911  and  sold  to  Mechams  in  1934. 

Gladys  married  Guy  Oliver  and  the  newly  weds  bought  across 
from  the  railroad  tracks  east  by  the  Riverview  Grange <      Guy  retired 
with  poor  health. 

Gladys  took  nurses  training  at  the  Lutheran  Hospital  in  Los 
Angeles.   She  is  a  Registered  Nurse  and  has  worked  at  the  State 
Hospital  South  for  twenty  years.   She  did  private  nursing  for  five 
years.   She  belongs  to  the  Nurses  Association  and  was  president 
for  two  years.   Guy  and  Gladys  had  no  children. 

MINNIE  HARDY  WRIGHT 

Minnie's  growing  up  days  were  spent  on  her  father's  (Leonard 
Cox)  farm  two  miles  south  of  Shelley.   All  of  Leonard's  children 
attended  and  graduated  from  Shelley  school.   Minnie  worked  very 
hard  on  her  father's  farm.   He  had  many  herds  of  sheep. 

Minnie  married  Clark  Hardy,  who  was  a  graduate  of  U.S.U. 
He  was  Stake  Grazing  Fire  Chief  in  the  Dixie  Forest  in  Southern 
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Utah.   His  work  was  in  forestry  before  coming  to  Idaho.   Their 
children  were  born  in  Richfield,  Utah. 

Clark  and  Minnie  came  to  Basalt  to  live  and  farm  in  1944. 
During  the  two  years  it  took  them  to  build  their  brick  home,  the 
Hardys  lived  in  Andrew  Johnson's  block  home  in  the  Basalt  town- 
site. 

The  Hardys  milked  cows  and  sold  to  Challenge  from  1947  to 
1963.   After  Eugene  went  to  college  the  cows  were  sold.   Beef 
cattle  were  fed  as  an  income  some  years. 

Clark  was  Superintendent  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A.  for  several  years. 
Minnie  also  worked  in  church  positions. 

Three  children  came  to  the  Hardy  home.   Clark  ElDon  married 
Karen  Lords,  is  a  graduate  of  I.S.U.  and  is  employed  with  the 
Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   He  repairs  cars  as  a  hobby  and  an  extra 
job.   ElDon  and  his  family  live  on  the  family  farm  at  Basalt. 

Eugene  Cox  Hardy  married  Marilyn  Hansen.   He  received  a  sch- 
olarship in  athletics  and  graduated  from  U.S.U.   He  is  employed 
with  a  large  concern  in  Boulder,  Colorado. 

Carol  married  Dale  Killpack.   He  works  for  Aerojet  Nuclear 
Company.   The  Killpacks  have  a  home  at  Kimball. 

Clark  became  seriously  ill  with  a  lung  abcess  in  1950.   He 
was  in  the  hospital  three  months  and  had  surgery  three  times. 
The  upper  lobe  of  his  lung  was  removed,  then  all  of  the  lung.   At 
one  time,  Clark  rallied  and  Minnie  had  chartered  a  plane  to  bring 
him  home  from  Salt  Lake  City.   Infection  set  in  and  Clark  died  in 
a  short  time. 

Minnie  took  L.P.N,  training  in  1960  at  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S. 
Hospital.   The  day  after  she  graduated  she  married  Mr.  Wright. 
Mr.  Wright  has  a  business  at  Pasco,  Washington.   Minnie  spends 
her  time  nursing,  and  on  vacation  with  her  husband  in  Washington. 
The  Wrights  have  a  home  in  Idaho  Falls . 

CAROL  KELLER  MECHAM 

Carol  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   She  received  her 
nurses  training  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Carol  participated  in  F.H.A.  and  4H  during  her  school  years.   She 
married  Monte  Mecham,  son  of  Orin  Mecham,  who  is  on  the  Police 
Force  in  Shelley.   The  Mechams  are  building  a  new  home  on  the  Yel- 
lowstone Highway  north  of  Firth  on  part  of  the  Keller  land.   Monte 
and  Carol  have  a  three  year  old  daughter,  Marie. 

NOLA  DYE  PECK 

Nola  is  the  oldest  daughter  of  Stanley  and  Daveen  Clark  Dye. 
She  is  a  native  of  firth  and  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 
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Noia  took  her  nurses  training  at  the  L,D,S.  Hospital  and  Ricks 
College.   She  married  Steven  Peck,  who  is  a  Chemist  in  the  Navy. 
As  of  this  writing,  they  are  in  Hawaii. 

BERTHA  DIAL  BRIGHTON 

Bertha  came  to  Firth  from  Wyoming.   She  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Dial  and  Eliza  Twitchell,  originally  from  Kansas.   Bertha 
took  her  nurses  training  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls, 
She  worked  for  the  Sacred  Heart  Hospital  for  seven  years  and  has 
been  at  the  Idaho  State  Hospital  for  ten  years. 

THELMA  RAINSDON 

Thelma  has  worked  at  the  Bingham  Memorial  Hospital  since  1962. 
She  worked  seven  years  at  the  State  Hospital.   She  is  in  the  Psychi- 
atric Ward,  and  acts  as  a  traveling  nurse  to  the  boarding  home  and 
to  three  hundred  other  patients  who  are  boarding  out  in  different 
towns  in  the  valley.   Only  the  chronic  patients  remain  at  the  hospi- 
tal.  Several  are  at  the  Van  Orden's  Rest  Home  in  Swan  Valley. 

GENEVA  PETERSEN  DAVIES 

Geneva  was  a  determined  little  girl  and  she  had  cause  to  be. 
She  had  one  leg  a  bit  shorter  than  the  other  caused  from  an  attack 
of  polio  when  she  was  ten  years  old. 

One  busy  August  in  1943,  Geneva  worked  for  the  writer,  Mrs. 
Stringham  to  earn  money  to  enter  nurses  training  in  September, 
1943.   Geneva's  class  was  one  of  the  largest  beginner  classes  on 
record  at  the  L.D„S.  Hospital.   Caps  were  presented  to  thirty-five 
of  the  forty  who  enrolled.   The  nurses  were  required  to  train  for 
three  years.   Geneva  finished  in  Denver,  Colorado.   She  received 
her  Registered  Nurse  Degree  in  1947. 

Geneva  married  Delmar  Davis,  one  of  her  patients  while  train- 
ing in  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  is,  today, 
confined  to  a  wheel  chair;  however,  he  is  able  to  hold  a  position 
in  a  sports  shop  in  Twin  Falls,   Geneva  works  part  time  in  the  Twin 
Falls  Hospital. 

The  Davis'  had  one  child  who  died  at  birth.   They  adopted  a 
little  girl,  Mary  Ann,  then  had  another  girl,  Penny. 

SHIRLEY  NELSON  MCMURTREY 

Shirley  is  the  daughter  of  F.  Edward  Nelson  and  Ruby  Johnson 
Nelson*   She  attended  Basalt  Elementary  and  Firth  High  School.   She 
also  spent  one  year  at  Ricks.   She  married  Lowell  McMurtrey  of  Shel- 
ley.  He  is  an  electrician. 

In  196  7,  Shirley  took  nurses  training  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Hospi- 
tal in  Idaho  Falls.   Since  then  she  has  worked  part  time  at  the 
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hospital.   She  also  sings  with  the  Choraliers,  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Music  Club  for  fifteen  years  and  plays  the  French  Horn  in  the 
Idaho  Falls  Symphony  Orchestra. 

Shirley  and  Lowell  have  four  children.   The  oldest  son  is  an 
apprentice  mechanic;  their  oldest  daughter,  a  beautician  at  Sun 
Valley,  and  the  other  two  children  are  active  in  music  in  school. 

RUBY  NELSON 

Ruby  is  a  sister  to  Shirley.   She  never  married  and  she  is  a 
Registered  Nurse  in  Los  Angeles  General  Hospital. 

THEDA  RAE  TOLMAN 

Theda  is  the  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Gertrude  Tolman  of  Kimball. 
Theda  attended  Kimball  Elementary  and  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School.   She  took  nurses  training  and  graduated  in  June,  1953,  as 
a  Registered  Nurse.   Theda  married  Martell  Killpack  in  1953. 
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MVN1GHT  TRAIN 


Like,  a  long   lieAy  cOiagon 
With.  eye*  gleaming  bright 
Sou  twibh  down  the  valley 
In  the.  dead  ofi  the.  night. 

At  each  cA066ing  you  bellow 
And  act  oat  a  fait 
That  -bounds  like,  a  mad  hon*e 
Fawning  the.  bit. 

The.  clanking  o&  hoover 
Ane  hea/id  in  6 till  nightA 
Rolling  bteel  upon  6teel 
A-6  you  put  mile*  to  flight. 

Inside,  thi*  mon*ten  you  cahAy  youA  pn.ey 
To  ^oa  distant  land* --to  borne,  not  ^ok  away 
When  my  eyei>  won't  bleep  I  ju*t  can't  tie&tiain 
¥h.om  viewing  passing  o^  midnight  txain. 

-  HOianda  Siting  ham 


SERVICE  AND  NURSES 
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WORLD  WAR  I  VETERANS 


DOUGH  BOYS  WORLD  WAR  I 
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DAIRYING  AND  OTHER  FARMING 


The  farm  income  was  meager  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and  for 
many  years  after.   All  extra  cash  had  been  invested  in  building 
homes  and  canals.   Most  of  the  farmers,  around  this  area,  owned  a 
few  cows,  mainly  for  the  milk  consumption  of  their  family.   First, 
they  skimmed  the  milk  by  hand,  the  milk  that  had  been  set  in  bright 
tin  pans.   Later,  the  cream  separator  became  the  popular  way,  and 
excess  cream  was  taken  to  small  cream  testing  stations  that  were 
located  in  most  towns  and  villages,  such  as  the  Blackfoot  Creamery, 
which  was  run  in  1920  by  Lee  R.  Howell  and  was  changed  to  Velvet 
Foods  after  1952.   The  cream  was  tested  and  the  producer  paid  so 
much  a  pound  for  the  butterfat  content.   Many  housewives  churned 
the  cream  into  butter,  molded  it  into  one  pound  bricks,  and  folded 
a  printed  waxed  paper  around  them.   These  were  taken  to  the  nearby 
grocery  store  and  exchanged  for  other  items.   Cafes,  restaurants, 
sheep  men,  and  other  large  concerns  who  had  to  feed  men  would  also 
buy  the  printed  butter.   Commercial  churns  were  not  yet  improved. 
Butter  in  these  one  pound  packages  could  be  salted  and  kept  for 
some  time  where  it  was  cool.   Fresh  ranch  butter  was  much  in  de- 
mand. 

After  the  cream  was  separated  from  the  milk,  it  left  gallons 
of  skimmed  milk.   This  was  fed  to  fatten  calves  and  weaner  pigs, 
another  source  of  income  for  the  farmer. 

Cars  and  trucks  were  becoming  very  popular  in  the  early 
twenties  and  automation  was  accepted  to  remove  farm  products  to 
market.   Trucks  were  used  to  haul  cream  and  bulk  milk  to  market. 

KRAFT  (taken  from  a  brochure,  "Kraft  in  Idaho".) 

In  1922,  J.  L.  Kraft  was  asked  by  the  Blackfoot  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  visit  Idaho  to  map  out  a  dairy  program.   Jay  Ell  was 
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the  man  who  came  to  Boise  in  May  of  that  year.   He  impressed  Gover- 
nor D,  W.  Davis  so  much  that  a  private  railroad  car  toured  the  state 
with  twenty-five  dairy  leaders  to  help  promote  dairying.   Within 
two  years  forty-five  cheese  factories  were  opened  and  operating. 
The  cheese  was  shipped  to  the  Kraft  Processing  Plant  in  San  Franci- 
sco. 

In  1924,  Kraft  established  operations  in  Pocatello,  Idaho. 
This  station  was  used,  along  with  Chicago  and  New  York,  to  carry 
Kraft  Cheese.   Due  to  the  increasing  demand  for  natural  cheese  from 
other  plants,  the  Pocatello  Plant  was  closed  in  February,  1955. 
Later,  it  was  reopened  as  a  cheese  cutting  and  wrapping  plant,  and 
has  been  enlarged  many  times.   Today,  Kraft  owns  five  cheese  plants, 
located  in  Aberdeen,  Blackfoot,  Carey,  Ririe,  and  Rupert. 

Kraft  has  played  a  big  part  in  the  development  of  the  state 
and  the  Basalt-Firth  areas. 

Mr.  Lloyd  Phippen,  a  Kraft  veteran  of  thirty-seven  years  is 
now  field  procurement  supervisor.   He  has  encouraged  farmers  to 
provide  better  facilities,  better  cows  and  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  feed. 

The  closest  Kraft  plant  to  the  Basalt-Firth  area  is  at  Black- 
foot. 

Many  of  the  farmers  of  this  area  have  sold  to  Kraft,  at 
Blackfoot.   They  have  two  haulers,  David  Tolman,  the  cans,  and 
James  M„  Priest,  for  bulk,  who  do  the  contract  hauling  for  the 
Basalt-Firth  area.   J.  LaThare  Hale  is  Dairy  Farm  Specialist. 

Last  year,  the  Kraft  Company  spent  more  than  seven  million 
dollars  for  milk,  employees,  labor  and  other  expenses.   Today, 
the  plant  is  managed  by  Gordon  Purser. 

In  the  forty  years  Kraft  has  operated  the  plant  in  Pocatello, 
there  have  been  just  four  managers:   H.  S.  Brown,  A.  B.  Arps ,  Harry 
Yearsley,  and  Paul  Willecke. 

An  effort  has  been  made  by  the  editor  to  contact  the  producers 
who  have  sold  or  still  sell  to  Kraft  from  this  area.   This  list  may 
not  include  all.   They  are:   Carl  Adolphson,  Elvin  Clayson,  Stanley 
Dye,  Albert  Gentillon,  Roy  Adolphson,  Max  Mundt,  Emil  Nelson,  Jack 
Leavitt,  Lyle  Hillman,  and  Dennis  Hjelm. 

Those  who  still  sell  to  Kraft  from  this  area,  as  of  August  16, 
1971,  are:   Nels  Jensen,  Dennis  Hjelm,  Max  Mundt,  Roy  Adolphson, 
Howard  Nelson,  Lynn  J.  Parris ,  Darrell  Fullmer,  Steven  Fullmer, 
Francis  Whitten,  Elmer  Moser,  Ronald  Moser,  John  R.  Taylor,  Rozelle 
and  Ted  Taylor,  Ross  Moser,  and  Elwin  Clayson.   (Used  by  permission 
of  Kraft.) 1 

There  are  several  farmers  who  are  still  adding  to  their  income 
with  dairy  products.   Some  have  gone  into  the  business  quite  ex- 
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tensively,  with  Grade  A  Barns  and  improved  equipment,  while  others 
have  just  a  few  cows  and  sell  their  milk  in  cans  that  the  haulers 
pick  up  each  morning. 

CHA1LENGE  ((used  by  permission) 

In  1929,  farm  prices  were  low,  dairy  farm  income  was  down  cri- 
tically to  thirteen  cents  a  pound  for  butter  fat.   Stock  markets 
had  taken  a  nose  dive.   It  was  during  that  year  that  a  group  of  far 
sighted  dairymen  established  the  Upper  Snake  River  Valley  Dairy- 
mens '  Association,  a  cooperative  organization.   Thirteen  hundred 
members  with  a  total  of  ten  thousand  cows  were  signed  up.   Each 
paid  five  dollars  per  cow.   Businessmen  throughout  the  valley  made 
financial  contributions  by  purchasing  preferred  stock.   A  loan  was 
also  made  from  the  Federal  Farm  Board. 

This  was  a  time  of  great  depression,  so  the  first  few  years 
were  lean  ones.   In  1933,  the  association  was  practically  broke. 
Through  the  Federal  Farm  Loan,  creditors  were  paid  fifty  cents  on 
the  dollar.   In  1946,  the  remainder  was  paid  off. 

The  association  first  purchased  butter,  both  in  Idaho  Falls, 
and  in  Rexburg   In  1930,  they  had  become  affiliated  with  the  head 
firm,  Challenge  Cream  and  Butter  Association,  in  Los  Angeles.   In 
1936,  powder  was  manufactured.   This  was  discontinued  later  and 
cottage  cheese  became  a  popular  item,  and  still  is  today. 

Since  1944,  both  the  Idaho  Falls  and  Rexburg  plants  have  pro- 
duced cheddar  cheese.   In  1948,  sweet  cream  was  shipped  to  Los 
Angeles.   The  same  year,  Grade  A  Milk  processing  was  added  to  the 
list  of  products  such  as:   buttermilk,  half  and  half,  whipping 
cream,  orange  juice,  and  other  commodities. 

The  association  markets  it's  products  under  the  Challenge  and 
Cream  Top  labels. 

Twelve  can  truck  routes  and  three  bulk  tank  procurement  area 
routes  deliver  milk  to  the  plants  daily  from  nine  counties:   Ban- 
nock, Bingham,  Bonneville,  Caribou,  Fremont,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Power  and  Teton.   Each  hauler  owns  and  operates  his  own  truck. 
Routes  are  operated  on  a  contract  basis.   Each  member  herd  passes 
strict  federal  regulations.,   Bulk  tanks  and  steel  holding  tanks 
hold  the  milk  briefly  before  the  processing  cycle  starts. 

The  Field  Service  Staff  offers  dependable  and  professional 
advice  to  aid  the  dairy  farmers.   Full  time  laboratory  technicians 
carefully  test  for  purity  and  the  quality  of  the  milk  received  at 
the  plant. 

Fresh  raw  milk  makes  a  swift  trip  through  pasturization  and 
homogenization.  Automated  handling  helps  eastern  Idaho  families 
to  enjoy  Challenge  Milk  and  Cream  Top  products  hours  after  leaving 


100 


the  farm.   Thompson's  Cream  Top  has  merged  with  Challenge.   Butter 
is  churned  in  huge  aluminum  churns  which  do  three  thousand  pounds 
at  one  time. 

In  1971,  there  are  twenty-six  hundred  owner/members  in  the 
Upper  Snake  River  Valley  Dairymen's  Association.   During  the  past 
year,  the  business  has  exceeded  seven  million  dollars. 

Challenge  employs  one  hundred  fifty  people  in  the  various 
plants  throughout  eastern  Idaho  and  southwestern  Montana. 

Challenge  has  been  a  great  industry;  it's  payroll  help  pay 
the  taxes,  build  schools,  homes  and  contribute  greatly  to  the 
growing  prosperity  of  this  area.   (From  the  brochure,  "Upper  Snake 
River  Valley  Dairymen's  Association".) 

An  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  compiler  to  obtain  names  of 
all  the  Challenge  haulers  and  her  only  hope  is  that  some  have  not 
been  omitted.   The  haulers  since  1929,  in  the  Basalt-Firth  area 
are:   Leslie  Bareman,  Gordon  Munson,  Laurel  Hansen,  Andrew  Nielsen, 
Henry  Williams,  Joe  Bartausky,  a  Mr.  Nulf ,  Gale  Robinson,  Tom 
Pharis,  Blaine  Pharis,  Ronald  Jensen,  Keith  Talbot,  Blaine  Hill- 
man,  Erlin  Sorenson,  Carl  E.  Holm  and  Alma  Chaffin. 

The  two  bulk  haulers  in  1971  are:   Wendell  Jolley,  who  owns 
two  trucks  and  runs  several  routes;  and,  Vearl  Haderly  who  has  one 
truck. 

Producers  since  1929  are:   Henry  Meina,  Phillip  Swenson, 
Francis  Matheson,  Art  Anderson,  Bill  Cederberg,  George  Cederberg, 
R.oland  Larson,  Cyprian  Gentillon,  Isador  Gentillon,  Albert  Gentil- 
lon,  George  Jacobsen,  Axel  Nelson  and  sons,  John  Lyon,  Marvin  Hop- 
kins, Ross  Berg,  Vern  Young,  Max  Howell,  Leo  Mecham,  Ralph  Hampton, 
Cy  Tolman,  Vernon  Olson,  John  Chapman,  Heward  Madsen,  Ed  Hebdon, 
Annie  Olson  and  sons,  Frank  and  Earl,  Clyde  Eaton,  Lewis  Eaton, 
Woodrow  Peterson,  Lloyd  Bolander,  George  Bolander,  Floyd  Hillman, 
Lyle  Hillman,  Deloy  Mecham,  Oscar  Sorenson,  Stanley  Dye,  Warren 
Dye,  Ed  Keller,  Emil  Roundy,  Wilhelms,  Car lyle  Esplin,  Raymond 
Young,  Lee  Patchm,  Harding  Gibbs,  Art  Holm,  Garth  Holm,  Ervin 
Thompson,  Ronald  Esplin,  Andy  Johnson,  Ronald  Jensen,  Verdell 
Sorenson,  Claude  Mecham.   Jennie  Harris  is  eighty- two  years  old 
and  is  still  caring  for  the  milkers  and  still  sells  to  Challenge. 

Other  producers  are:   Elvin  Lyon,  Zavan  Green,  Leo  Walton, 
George  Mclnelley,  Lionel  P.  Madsen,  Ben  Sage,  Bonnie  Hunter,  Claud 
Grange,  Frank  Bailey,  Orris  Barnhardt,  Wilburn  Robinson  (when  he 
lived  where  Hebdons  now  live),  Ed  Miller,  Marvin  Bateman,  Ed  Bar- 
tusky,  Nathan  Young,  Bill  Bolinder,  Herchel  Mecham,  Walt  Orr ,  Mor- 
oni Johnson,  Marion  Esplin,  Reed  Adams,  Gale  Robinson,  Oliver 
Dames,  Barber  Dye,  Ree  Daines,  Dell  Jensen,  Kenneth  Johnson,  Lynn 
Dye,  Clark  Hardy,  Phil  Hatley,  Leroy  Burtenshaw,  Bryant  Stringham, 
who  joined  in  1929  and  was  one  of  the  charter  members.   Several  of 
these  are  still  selling.   Several  have  passed  away.   Others  have 
sold  their  cows. 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  CHALLENGE 

The  Presidents  of  Challenge  for  the  past  thirty-seven  years  are: 
John  J.  Poitevin,  E.  S.  Trask,  J.  T.  Fisher,  W.  F.  Burtenshaw,  Bert 
Loveland,  Ben  Summers,  J.  Arthur  Park  and  Norman  Jones. 

CHALLENGE  MANAGERS 

R.  E.  Sorenson,  E.  A.  Jensen,  E.  S.  Trask,  G.  MacKay,  Leonard 
Manwaring.   The  1971  manager  is  Ivan  R.  Miller. 

CHALLENGE  DIRECTORS 

Challenge  Directors  of  Bingham,  Bannock  and  Power  Counties  are: 
H.  A.  Nielsen,  George  Risenmay,  W.  H.  Cederberg,  George  R.  Bailey, 
Claude  B,  Going,  J.  Arthur  Park,  N.  W.  Olsen,  Orvil  L.  Murdock  and 
Norman  Ee  Jones. 

The  Dairy  Association  has  been  a  big  factor  in  stabilizing  the 
dairy  industry  by  returning  to  the  owner /members  all  returns  of 
sales  above  processing  and  distributing  costs. 

J.  Arthur  Park  of  Shelley,  was  re-elected  by  the  producers  to 
head  the  Idaho  Dairy  Products  Commission  for  this  district  during 
1971. 

The  following  are  dairymen  who  went  into  dairying  as  a  prof- 
ession.  Some  are  still  producers. 

GEORGE  JACOBSEN 

George  and  Berniece  came  from  Elba,  Idaho,  and  bought  the  farm 
that  has  been  their  home  since  1943,  from  Ed  Steffler.   Jeff  Davis 
built  the  house.   He  also  built  the  Ockerman  place  across  the  Sand 
Creek c   Jacobsens  have  since  remodeled  the  house.   They  bought  the 
place  with  ten  and  thirty  cent  a  pound  pigs,  sixty  head  at  one  time. 
They  went  into  the  dairy  business  gradually.   At  one  time,  the 
Jacobsens  had  sixty  head  of  cows,  but  usually  had  about  thirty-five 
head.   First,  they  separated  the  milk  and  sold  cream.   Later,  they 
built  a  Grade  A  Barn  and  sold  larger  quantities  of  milk  to  Challenge. 

One  night,  about  two  years  after  they  had  gone  into  greater 
production,  Berniece  came  home  from  a  M.I. A.  Road  Show  and  saw  that 
the  straw  barns  were  on  fire,  due  to  faulty  wiring.   The  Holstein 
Cows  happened  to  be  outside.   All  that  was  lost  were  two  pigs,  one 
calf  and  the  straw  barns. 

In  1963,  George  sold  the  cows  and  started  raising  sheep.   To- 
day, he  has  beef  cattle  and  sheep.   The  dry  stock  are  sent  to  the 
mountains.   George  operates  three  hundred  acres  for  J.  Berkley  Lar- 
sen,  eighty  acres  of  another  place,  and  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of 
his  own.   He  raises  mostly  hay  and  grain. 
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Berniece  worked  for  R.  T.  French  for  six  years,  and  has  worked 
for  Idaho  Supreme,  Inc.,  nearly  six  years. 

George  and  Berniece  have  five  children:   Milo,  Odell,  Odetta, 
Bonnie  and  Larry.   All  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Odell 
was  in  the  Army  Medical  Corps  during  World  War  II,  in  Switzerland. 

Milo,  who  was  in  the  Marines  in  Japan,  Korea  and  Hawaii,  was 
preparing  to  be  a  coach.   He  was  injured  in  the  service  and  now  his 
body  is  confined  to  a  wheel  chair,  but  his  mind  is  alert  and  he  is 
helpful  to  all  those  around  him.   Never  has  his  injury  disabled  his 
intellect.   He  supports  himself.   At  present,  1971,  Milo  lives  with 
the  Ray  Carlsons. 

Odell  won  a  cow  in  dairying  in  F.F.A.  and  also  a  trophy.   He 
won  championships  with  the  pigs  he  raised.   All  the  boys  won  champ- 
ionships in  raising  pigs. 

Odetta,  who  is  married  to  Cliff  Olive,  attended  Ricks  College 
and  now  is  a  big  help  in  her  ward  and  community.   She  lives  in  Ba- 
salt with  her  husband  and  five  children:   Rebecca,  Cora  Lee,  Camilla, 
Brett  and  Ty. 

Larry  has  had  three  years  of  college.  He  is  at  home  with  his 
parents.  Bonnie  is  married  to  Thomas  John  and  lives  with  her  hus- 
band and  three  children,  Trina,  Lisa,  and  Jared,  in  Elko,  Nevada. 

GEORGE  GUNNARSON 

George  and  his  wife,  Esther  Blomberg  Gunnarson,  came  from 
Sweden  to  Chicago  in  1920.   He  was  sixteen  and  she  was  fifteen. 
They  came  to  Riverview  the  same  year,  and  bought  land  from  John  Berg. 
Eighty  acres  where  George  lives  were  purchased  from  Charles  Dorg, 
who  homesteaded  the  eighty  acres. 

The  New  Sweden  Canal  was  finished,  but  the  Gunnarsons  helped 
make  the  ditches  and  roads.   Gunnar  and  Esther  had  three  children: 
George,  Bertil  (deceased),  and  Alice  Mundt .   Gunnar  died  in  1961; 
Esther  in  1964. 

George  married  Mildred  Johnson  (Felix's  daughter).   She  had  at- 
tended school  at  Kimball,  and  George  at  Riverview.   Both  were  grad- 
uates of  Firth  High  School.   After  George  and  Mildred  were  married, 
they  built  a  beautiful,  modern  home  near  the  old  Gunnarson  home.   All 
the  Gunnarsons  were  devoted  and  active  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
George  served  as  a  council  member  in  1971.   He  also  served  on  the 
high  school  board,  1960-1961. 

They  were  charter  members  of  the  Challenge  Dairymen's  Associa- 
tion, and  still  are  in  business  with  a  Grade  A  Barn.   He  has  his  own 
milk  tank,  and  also  has  customers  who  come  to  the  farm  and  buy  milk. 
George  has  Holstein  Cows. 
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For  many  years  they  were  in  the  poultry  business.   They  bought 
baby  chicks  from  Davenports  in  Sugar  City,  Idaho. 

George  is  a  member  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   He  was  Canal  Dir- 
ector for  New  Sweden  Irrigation  Company  for  six  years. 

Mildred  works  at  R.  T.  French  Company.   George  keeps  busy  with 
the  farm  and  the  cows. 

The  old  home  has  been  renovated  and  rented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lynn 
Longhurst . 

George  and  Mildred  had  four  children:   Elizabeth,  Sandra,  Julia 
and  Kenneth.   All  were  educated  in  the  Firth  Elementary  and  High 
School.   The  girls  participated  in  4-H. 

LEROY  BURTENSHAW 

LeRoy  married  Ila  Davenport.   They  farmed  at  Shelley  before 
coming  to  Firth  in  1945.   Ila  attended  schools  in  Woodville  and  Shel- 
ley.  The  Burtenshaws  have  belonged  to  Challenge  for  many  years  and 
have  kept  a  few  cows  all  their  married  life.   The  Burtenshaws  still 
milk  cows  and  have  Challenge  Haulers  pick  it  up  in  their  cans.   The 
old  Lava  Side  Church  is  their  cow  barn.   LeRoy  was  a  member  of  the 
Idaho  Potato  Growers. 

LeRoy  and  Ila  had  six  children  of  their  own:   Eunice  Harding, 
Idaho  Falls;  Darrel,  Idaho  Falls;  Keith  (died  in  1964);  Gary,  Idaho 
Falls;  Delmar,  California;  and,  Judy,  California. 

Through  necessity  they  adopted  their  son,  Keith's  children, 
after  his  death.   They  are  Mike,  Julia  and  Sandra.   All  these  child- 
ren have  attended  school  at  Firth.   This  was  a  great  strain  on  the 
Burtenshaws,  as  Ila  was  not  strong,  having  been  seriously  injured  in 
a  car  accident.   LeRoy  and  Ila  have  been  ardent  parents  to  these  un- 
fortunate children  and  love  them  as  their  very  own. 

When  younger,  LeRoy  won  awards  in  F.F.A. ,  and  Julia  in  4-H.   All 
are  members  of  the  L.D.S.  Church.   LeRoy  and  Ila  have  been  faithful 
workers .   They  still  live  at  Lavaside. 

RONALD  ESPLIN 

Ronald  Esplin  is  one  of  our  present  producers  of  milk.   He  is 
the  son  of  Carlyle  and  Lillian  Armstrong  Esplin.   The  parents  came 
to  this  area  from  Cedar  City,  Utah  in  1944.   The  older  Esplins  bought 
the  Corgetelli  place.   Corgetelli  did  not  homestead  it.   Ronald's 
land  was  actually  homesteaded  by  Louis  J.  Skog,  Charles  Criddle,  and 
John  Hans  Berg. 

After  Ronald  and  Carol  were  married  they  lived  in  a  little  house 
on  his  mother's  place  until  they  bought  land  of  their  own  east  of  the 
Monroe  Beet  Dump.   Ron  and  Carol  built  a  beautiful,  modern  home  on 
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the  hill  across  the  road  south  of  his  parent's  home. 

Ronald  received  some  schooling  in  Cedar  City,  Utah.   He  grad- 
uated from  Firth  High  School  and  attended  Ricks  College. 

Ronald's  wife,  Carol,  was  the  only  girl  of  Arthur  and  Thelma 
Hayward  Holm.   Carol  has  lived  in  Basalt  all  her  life.   She  has  ex- 
celled in  all  her  school  and  church  endeavors.   She  was  a  graduate 
of  Firth  High  School. 

Ronald  has  been  a  counselor  in  three  bishoprics,  and  has 
served  in  several  other  capacities  in  the  ward.   Carol  has  been 
active  in  M.I. A.,  as  president;  Relief  Society;  and  is  presently 
President  of  the  Primary. 

Carol  and  Ronald  have  four  children:   Keith,  Brian,  Melanie, 
and  Blair.   All  are  still  in  school  and  at  home.   They  all  enjoy 
boating  and  snowmobiling  as  a  recreation.   The  family  all  have  re- 
sponsible chores  with  five  hundred  twenty  acres  to  farm.   The  land 
is  farmed  with  the  most  modern  equipment.   Besides  the  acreage  to 
care  for,  Esplins  have  eighty-five  Holstein  Cows  to  milk  and  a 
Grade  A  Dairy.   They  are  members  of  Challenge  Creamery,  Idaho  Pot- 
ato Growers,  and  the  N.F.O. 

In  1967,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Shelley  awarded  Ronald  a  plaque 
for  his  outstanding  agricultural  and  leadership  ability.   The  Es- 
plin  family  are  a  good  example  of  character  and  industry.   The 
writer  asked  Ronald  to  write  a  little  personal  part  of  his  life. 
The  following  is  his  own  story  of,  "My  Dairy  Life": 

"When  I  was  a  boy,  we  always  had  ten  or  fifteen  cows.  I  help- 
ed with  the  chores,  taking  over  most  of  the  milking  during  the  sum- 
mer I  was  10.  When  I  was  twelve,  my  father  was  killed  instantly  by 
a  train.   I  then  took  over  the  care  of  the  dairy  herd. 

I  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty.   I  had  three  or  four  cows 
of  my  own.   Carol  and  I  rented  my  mother's  farm  and  cows  for  five 
years.   Our  own  gradually  increased,  until  our  herd  was  about  fifty 
head.   In  the  summer  of  1971,  we  purchased  another  thirty-five  head, 
and  built  new  cement  corrals  and  individual  loose  stall  sheds  to 
help  keep  our  cows  clean.   We  are  also  installing  a  new,  one  thou- 
sand gallon  tank  and  pipe  line  system  with  automatic  washing.   We 
have  always  had  Grade  Holstein  Cows.   The  past  few  years  they  have 
each  averaged  around  five  hundred  pounds  of  butterfat  a  year." 

G.  WAYNE  AND  DEAN  ESPLIN 

Wayne  came  from  Cedar  City,  Utah,  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Car- 
oline Haight  Esplin.   He  attended  schools  at  Cedar  City,  Utah,  and 
the  Agricultural  Branch  College  there. 

He  served  a  mission  to  the  Netherlands  before  marriage.   Shortly 
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after  returning  from  his  mission,  he  was  thrown  from  a  horse.   While 
recuperating  he  came  to  Shelley,  Idaho,  to  stay  with  his  cousin, 
Marion.   Wayne  obtained  work  from  Leonard  Cox.   At  this  time,  he 
met  the  charming  school  teacher,  Miss  Gladys  Nilsson.   They  were  mar- 
ried in  June,  1931.   They  lived  in  Cedar  City,  Utah,  for  three  years. 
Gladys  had  been  raised  in  Canada.   In  1934,  they  bought  the  Charles 
Bailey  place  east  of  the  Monroe  Beet  Dump.   Gladys  and  Wayne  had  two 
children:   Dean  and  Joyce, 

They  built  up  and  improved  a  herd  of  dairy  cows .   They  remodeled 
the  buildings  and  house  and  built  a  Grade  A  Barn  in  1936.   Dean  had 
grown  to  manhood  and  was  his  dad's  right-hand  man  with  the  cows. 
They  separated  milk,  sold  cream  and  had  brought  some  cans  from  Utah. 
In  1952,  Dean  did  much  of  the  milking  and  dairy  work.   Wayne  and  Dean 
were  close  pals,   Wayne  was  Bishop  of  the  Basalt  Ward  in  1947.   Es- 
plins  had  fifty  registered  Holsteins  while  he  was  Bishop.   They 
raised  most  of  their  feed  and  sold  their  milk  to  Challenge. 

Wayne  died  of  Cancer  March,  1971.   Upon  death,  those  who  had  re- 
mained with  Challenge  were  given  returns  from  the  retainer  checks 
from  the  milk  given .   This  was  a  big  help  to  Gladys  at  the  time  of 
Wayne's  death. 

Wayne  went  into  real  estate,  after  leaving  the  farm  to  his  son, 
Dean.   Gladys  and  Wayne  moved  to  Shelley  in  1958.   Wayne  worked  with 
Black  Real  Estate  with  Bill  Messick  and  Grant  Kohler,  building  new 
homes  and  selling  them.   He  was  also  associated  with  Insurance 
firms.   He  served  on  the  Shelley  City  Council  for  four  years.   Gla- 
dys' history  will  be  mentioned  in  the  School  Teacher  Section. 

Dean  and  Joyce  received  elementary  training  in  Firth  and  gra- 
duated from  Firth  High  School,   Dean  attended  Ricks  College  and 
BYU:   After  his  marriage  to  Marion  Christensen,  he  finished  college 
at  USU  at  Logan.   He  has  his  Masters  Degree.   Dean  has  been  teaching 
Social  Studies  and  Science  at  the  Shelley  Junior  High  for  four 
yearsc   He  still  has  his  dairy  business. 

Joyce  received  nurses  training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho 
Falls.   She  graduated  from  Ricks  as  a  Registered  Nurse  and  worked  in 
Idaho  Falls  and  Salt  Lake  City.   They  have  four  girls:   the  first 
two  were  twins.   She  and  her  family  live  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

DEAN  ESPLIN 

Dean  was  born  in  Cedar  City,  Utah  to  Wayne  and  Gladys  Nilsson 
Esplin,   His  mother  was  expecting  Joyce  when  they  moved  to  Idaho  in 
1934,   Some  of  the  original  cows  that  Wayne  bought  have  helped  make 
Dean's  herd.   Dean  has  twenty-five  Registered  Jerseys.   He  lived  at 
Roberts  after  leaving  the  farm  in  1958.   Dean  married  Marion  Christ- 
lanson,  daughter  of  Reed  and  Mabel  Christenson.   Marion  received  her 
education  at  Basalt  and  Firth.   She  graduated  with  honors  from  Firth 
High  School. 
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Dean  bought  a  farm  north  and  west  of  Shelley.  He  has  a  fine 
dairy  herd  and  his  daughters  are  his  main  help.  They  operate  the 
milkers  and  care  for  the  cows. 

Marion  and  Dean  have  eight  children:   Tarla,  Bonnie,  Heidi, 
Becky,  Shannon,  Scott,  John,  and  Sabra. 

HEWARD  MAD SEN 

Milking  cows  seems  an  unpleasant  task  to  many  people.   To  the 
Madsen  family  it  is  a  joy. 

Heward  was  raised  in  Goshen,  the  son  of  Enoch  and  Eliza  Heward 
Madsen.   He  attended  school  in  Goshen  before  the  consolidation  and 
is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

Dorothy's  parents,  John  W.  Charlesworth  and  Eva  Stoddard, 
moved  to  Goshen.   They  had  lived  in  Star  Valley  and  in  Idaho  Falls, 
where  Dorothy  attended  schools. 

Heward  was  foreman  for  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  for  three  years 
in  Idaho  Falls.   Dorothy  is  a  Golden  Gleaner  and  Heward  is  a  Master 
M-Man.   Heward  is  a  farmer  and  a  dairyman.   Madsens  bought  the 
Oliver  Daines  place  in  1959.   Heber  Christenson,  a  brother  of  Ezra 
Chris tenson  of  Goshen,  had  homes teaded  the  place.   Heward  and  Doro- 
thy started  to  sell  milk  to  Challenge  twenty  years  ago,  and  have 
increased  and  improved  their  herd  until  they  now  have  a  Grade  A 
Tank  Dairy. 

Heward  served  in  the  Army  in  Japan  as  a  Bugler.  The  Madsens 
have  had  a  farm  flock  of  sheep. 

They  received  quite  a  recognition  at  the  opportunity  school  of 
which  their  daughter,  Patty,  is  a  member.   It  was  named  Madsen  Op- 
portunity School  -  the  first  in  the  state. 

They  have  six  children:   Larry,  who  married  Linda  Jenkins,  works 
for  O.K.  Tires  in  Idaho  Falls;  Patty,  the  retarded  one,  at  home; 
Lynn,  who  was  an  Eagle  Scout,  works  for  the  Kraft  Creamary  and  has 
won  dairying  awards;  Jackie,  who  has  attended  Ricks  College  and  works 
for  Idaho  Supreme,  Inc.;  Jay,  who  is  an  Eagle  Scout  and  a  high 
school  sophomore  and  has  won  dairyman's  awards;  and,  Kay,  who  is 
soon  to  be  an  Eagle  Scout,  attends  Firth  Elementary  School  and  is 
living  at  home. 

The  following  is  a  story  about  "Dairying  at  the  Madsen  Farm", 
as  related  by  Dorothy  Madsen: 

"What  a  joy  it  is  to  be  part  of  a  happy  family!   Our  day  be- 
gins between  5:30  and  6:00  a.m.   We  milk  thirty  to  sixty  cows.   Jay 
and  Kay  fill  the  bins  full  of  grain  and  beet  pulp  to  start  the 
milking.   We  have  three  bucket  units  and  stanchions  to  hold  six 
cows,  usually  there  are  four  in  the  barn  at  one  time.   Kay  has  the 
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responsibility  of  feeding  the  cows  the  right  amount,  according  to 
the  amount  of  milk  they  give,  and  not  overfeed  or  underfeed.   Jay, 
our  sixteen  year  old,  helps  dad  get  them  into  the  holding  pen. 
As  they  come  in,  Kay  feeds  them,  Jay  washes  them  and  salves  any 
with  udder  trouble.   Reward  and  I  take  care  of  the  buckets,  see 
that  the  cows  are  milked  dry  and  dump  milk  from  the  buckets  into 
the  tank.   Jay  then  keeps  the  cows  moving  in  and  out  as  needed. 
When  the  cows  are  milked,  the  half  cows  are  brought  in.   Kay  has 
the  job  of  bringing  the  calves  to  put  on  the  cows. 

The  barn  is  washed  down,  and  the  outside  calves  are  fed  on 
the  bottle.   While  Kay  does  this,  Jay  and  I  wash  the  milkers  and 
strainers,  while  dad  feeds  the  calves,  cows  and  the  bull.   The 
Grade  A  Milk  House  is  washed  down  and  the  silage  fed. 

In  the  summer,  Heward  often  has  irrigating  streams  of  water 
to  change,  so  we  all  try  to  help  him  with  the  feeding. 

Haying  is  also  a  family  affair.   Dad  and  the  older  brother, 
Lynn,  mow  the  hay.   I  bale  the  hay,  then  Kay  and  Jackie  roll  the 
bales ,      Kay  then  drives  the  tractor  wagon  while  dad  and  the  boys 
put  the  baled  hay  on  it  and  into  the  stack.   All  have  fun  jolting 
on  a  hay  wagon. 

The  milking  must  be  finished  by  8:00  a.m.  because  the  child- 
ren have  to  catch  the  bus  to  school.   Jackie,  the  youngest  girl, 
usually  has  breakfast  ready  by  the  time  we  are  through  milking. 

All  the  children  have  had  4-H  projects  with  their  Registered 
Holsteins  and  they  have  received  many  ribbons.   They  find  joy  in 
working  with  their  animals.   Each  cow  has  a  disposition  and  person- 
ality and  must  be  handled  accordingly. 

There  is  sadness  when  baby  calves  die  and  old  pet  cows  must 
be  sold  or  die.   Some  of  the  cows  let  the  children  ride  to  keep 
out  of  the  wet  dew. 

There  is  eagerness  in  waiting  for  a  new  calf  with  wobbly 
legs  and  searching  mouths.   There  was  gratefulness,  when  Jay  beat 
the  bull  to  the  fence,  as  the  bull  tore  his  pants  and  his 
back  with  it's  horns.   There  is  concern  when  the  milk  is  low  in 
the  bank,  but  dairying  is  a  challenge.   There  is  beauty  in  con- 
tended black  and  white  cows  feeding  in  green  pastures  so  glossy 
and  clean.   The  peaceful  sound  of  clinking  neck  chains  in  the 
morning  when  noises  can  be  heard  for  miles,  and  the  glowing  sun 
is  just  coming  up,   There  is,  indeed,  joy  in  all  this,  and  in  be- 
ing grateful  for  all  that  you  have." 

FRANK  GRANGE 

Frank  Grange  was  a  very  profound  man  of  English  descent.   A 
man  with  conservative  ideals  and  frugal  characteristics.   Frank 
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was  the  first  boy  to  graduate  from  the  church  academy  at  Castle 
Dale.   He  attended  BYU  one  year. 

Frank  was  active  with  the  construction  of  canals,  and  irri- 
gation systems  in  Utah.   This  kind  of  work  was  mostly  completed 
when  he  came  to  Idaho  from  Huntington,  Utah,  in  1933. 

His  first  concern  was  his  church  work,  mainly  genealogy. 
He  also  served  as  bishop  in  Utah,  and  as  a  high  councilman  in 
the  Shelley  Stake,  and  held  several  other  responsible  positions. 

Frank  was  a  dairy  farmer  and  made  a  good  living.   He  raised 
his  own  hay,  grain,  corn  and  pasture.   His  dairy  was  known  as, 
"Grange's  Highway  Dairy".   He  supplied  milk  to  most  of  the  Shel- 
ley people,  as  well  as  to  the  stores.   His  sons  helped  him  until 
they  had  homes  of  their  own.   After  Frank  quit  the  dairy  business 
he  raised  herford  cattle. 

Mary  I.  Weibye  Grange  was  a  meticulous  housekeeper  and  a 
devoted  mother  who  loved  to  sew  for  her  family.   She  was  a  beauti- 
ful seamstress.   She  crocheted  and  did  embroidery  work.   Her 
specialty  was  flowers. 

Frank  and  Mary  have  passed  on,  but  have  left  a  great  post- 
erity:  Wendella  Weight,  lives  in  Springville,  Utah,  a  graduate 
of  Snow  College  and  Ricks  College.   She  filled  a  mission  to  the 
Western  States.   Isabella  G.  Baird,  a  school  teacher  in  Shelley, 
graduated  from  Snow  College  and  Ricks  College.   She  received  a 
B.S.  Degree  from  BYU  and  lives  in  Goshen.   Claude  F.  Grange  was 
a  bus  driver  for  several  years  for  School  District  #59.   He 
lives  on  his  father's  farm  south  of  Shelley.   Cleo  Harker ,  lives 
in  Idaho  Falls.   She  was  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High  School. 
Frank  Rex  Grande,  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School.   He  lives 
in  Idaho  Falls.   Mary  Wilcock  Just,  deceased,  lived  in  rural 
Firth.   She  also  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School. 

Claude  was  involved  in  a  train/truck  accident  at  the  R.  T. 
French  crossing  in  Shelley.   A  passenger  in  his  truck,  Ed  Miller, 
was  critically  injured,  but  both  survived. 
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FARMERS 


Since  the  beginning  of  time,  man  has  used  the  earth  and  the 
elements  to  raise  and  maintain  food.   In  the  Old  Testament  it 
quotes,  "Abel  was  a  keeper  of  the  sheep,  but  Cain  was  a  tiller 
of  the  ground c "  God  placed  man  on  the  earth  to  have  dominion 
over  all  things  .  .  .  to  replenish  the  earth  and  subdue  it." 
Since  that  time,  more  people  have  farmed  to  get  the  necessi- 
ties of  life  than  from  any  other  occupation. 

Many  people  today  who  are  not  farmers,  live  on  farms  and 
find  it  convenient  to  do  so.   Living  is  less  expensive  where 
livestock  and  gardens  can  be  raised. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  majority  of  people  in  the 
Basalt-Firth  area  were  on  farms.   Only  a  few  who  had  small  busi- 
nesses lived  in  town. 

Each  farmer  had  a  few  chickens,  several  milk  cows,  horses 
to  make  power,  and  a  garden  plot.   As  farmers  proved  up  on  their 
homesteads  or  had  purchased  from  those  relinquishing  them,  they 
built  their  houses  and  farmsteads  on  these  homesteads.   Some,  in 
later  years,  moved  into  the  townsites.   Most  of  the  early  home- 
steaders took  a  desert  claim  of  one  hundred  sixty  acres,  but 
these  were  before  1900. 

HYRUM  PARLEY  JOHNSON 

Hyrum  was  the  son  of  John  Johnson  and  Mary  Ann  Sorenson. 
He  was  a  boy  when  his  parents  came  from  Bear  Lake  County  in  1894. 
He  received  his  schooling  in  Basalt. 

Hyrum  married  Elizabeth  Chapman,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Morten  Chapman  from  Ashton,  England,  in  1903.  The  Chapmans  had 
come  here  when  they  were  converted  to  the  Mormon  Church. 

Hyrum  and  Lizzie  were  farmers  in  the  Basalt  area  for  many 
years.   Lizzie  was  active  in  many  ward  positions.   Lizzie  did 
much  solo  singing.   Their  home  was  on  the  old  White  placeo   She 
and  Hyrum  had  eight  children:   Thelma  Howell;  Arlene  Armstrong; 
Gladys;  Glen;  Harold;  Dean;  Dell;  and  Willard.   Willard  and  Arlene 
are  still  in  this  area. 

Hyrum  died  in  1925,  and  Lizzie  later  married  Peter  Yorgensen, 
who  farmed  near  Sand  Creek  and  served  as  Superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  School  in  Basalt  several  years.   They  moved  to  Goshen,  then 
to  Shelley.   Pete  died  in  1960,  and  Lizzie  died  in  1970  at  the  age 
of  87 o   She  had  47  grandchildren  and  73  great-grandchildren. 
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DANIEL  WILLIAM  ARAVE 

Daniel  resided  in  Old  Basalt  in  1899.   He  had  crossed  the 
plains  in  1852  with  an  ox  team.   He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.   He 
homesteaded  one  hundred  sixty  acres  in  1886,  and  raised  cattle 
and  diversified  farming.   He  served  three  terms  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  clerk  in  the  bishopric  with  William  Dye  in  1904. 

He  married  Ida  Clark  of  Denver,  Colorado.   They  had  eleven 
children:   Amy,  Dorcas,  Bertha,  Ida,  Leonidas ,  Earl,  Lana,  Frank, 
Laura,  Harold,  Verna,  and  Elmer. 

NELSON  ARAVE 

Nelson  came  to  Basalt  from  Hooper,  Utah,  in  1894.   He  home- 
steaded  and  owned  land  around  Taylor,  which  was  formerly  in  the 
Basalt  District.   He  had  a  large  family.   He  moved  to  Basalt  when 
the  town  was  moved  in  1902. 4 

He  bought  two  acres  of  ground  and  was  living  there  when  he 
died. 

Dan  Arave  had  owned  the  Blacksmith  Shop  in  Old  Basalt  from 
1890-1898.   Araves  built  several  houses  for  others  after  the 
town  was  moved . 

Hy  Arave  was  a  meat  cutter  and  had  a  butcher  shop  in  New 
Basalt,  1902.   Dan  built  a  home  and  dance  hall  where  the  Hobart 
Thompsons  live.   It  burned  and  Thompsons  built  there  in  1917. 

Hy  and  Dan  Arave  bought  some  land  on  the  southwest  forty  of 
Walter  Dye's  place.   They  were  also  buying  other  land  off  an 
established  road  south  of  Firth,  so  Lorenzo  Firth  gave  a  roadway 
right  to  the  land. 

Dan  was  a  canvassing  judge  of  Basalt  Precinct  in  July,  1902, 
from  the  Commissioners  Record.   William  Arave  was  Sheriff  in  1907. 

Many  of  the  grandchildren  of  Nelson's  twenty-three  children 
live  around  the  valley.   Parley  Arave,  one  of  these,  was  President 
of  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S.  Temple  for  five  years.   He  married  a 
Jameston  girl,  Lila  Anderson. 

Myrtle,  another  granddaughter,  married  Charles  White  from 
Basalt. 

WILLIAM  GREEN  QUINN  AND  SUZANNE  DOTSON  QUINN 

The  Quinns  came  from  Sturgis,  Mississippi,  in  1902.   They 
brought  four  sons  and  four  daughters  with  them:   Robert,  James, 
William  Duff,  Brady,  Minnie,  Ella,  Jeannie,  Mollie,  and  Eliza- 
beth.  William  was  a  veteran  of  Civil  War  on  the  side  of  the  con- 
federates.  He  was  converted  to  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  1900.   They 
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lived  one  block  west  of  the  New  Basalt  Store,  where  Ortons  live. 
(More  on  Wm.  Quinn  under  Wars). 

Robert  was  a  counselor  to  William  Dye.   Duff  came  to  Basalt 
on  his  15th  birthday  and  said  he  and  his  brothers  worked  on  grad- 
ing the  railroad.   Robert  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Basalt. 
He  had  also  been  Section  Boss  on  the  railroad  in  1911.   The  Quinn 
boys  built  the  two,  big  rock  houses  on  the  canal  bank  west  of  New 
Basalt.   James  A,  Quinn  was  a  trial  juror  in  court,  January  15, 
1909. 

All  the  Quinns  were  good  gardners,  and  taught  many  of  the 
neighbors  how  to  raise  gardens.   They  brought  this  knowledge  with 
them  from  the  south. 

William,  the  father,  passed  away  years  ago.   Suzanne,  the 
mother,  lived  with  Jim  in  Pocatello  until  she  was  93  years  old. 
She  died  in  1943. 

ROBERT  MERRILL  QUINN 

Robert  married  Elsie  Frey  from  Montana.   He  was  a  grandson 
of  William  Green  Quinn  and  son  of  Robert  M.  Quinn  and  Mary. 

They  bought  Heise  Hot  Springs  in  1942.   They  operated  the 
resort  fcr  eighteen  years.   Robert  died  in  1960.   Elsie  carries 
on  alone  today. 

The  people  must  have  liked  them  because  they  have  enlarged 
and  improved  the  resort  and  have  a  busy  group  of  swimmers  until 
late  each  evening,  and  just  recently  remodeled,  making  cold 
weather  swimming  an  attraction.   Robert  and  Elsie  had  four  child- 
ren:  Caroline,  Michael,  Joel  and  Susan.   Mike  is  helping  his 
mother  with  the  resort. 

BILLIE  MAE  QUINN  CAMPBELL 

Billie  is  a  sister  to  Robert  Merrill,  a  daughter  of  Robert 
Sr. ,  and  Mary.   At  this  writing,  she  lives  in  Rigby,  Idaho,  where 
her  husband,  Lawrence,  is  a  retired  meat  cutter.   Billie  Mae  and 
Lawrence  have  three  children:   two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

WILLIAM  DUFF  QUINN  -  History  in  "Truck  Gardening" 

JOHN  QUINN 

John  built  the  rock  house  where  Trents  live  in  Basalt. 
John's  family  lived  in  this  house  after  they  came  back  from  Utah. 
While  the  mother,  Susan,  was  living,  the  Quinns  lived  in  a  log 
house  on  the  corner  where  Jenkins  live.   It  is  gone  now. 
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SAAR  AND  CARL  STEELE 

Saar  Steele  and  his  wife,  Laura  Adolf son  Steele  came  from 
Sweden  in  1905,  on  the  train.   There  were  no  bridges  across  the 
Snake  River  near  Firth,  so  the  Steeles  were  taken  across  by  a 
neighbor  in  a  boat.   Ralph  Adolf son,  Laura's  brother,  housed 
them  at  his  farm  at  Lava  Side  while  they  staked  eighty  acres 
Saar  had  bought  for  $10.00  an  acre.   This  land  was  one  mile  north 
of  the  Riverview  Cemetery. 

The  Steeles  lived  in  a  dug-out  of  two  rooms  with  a  dirt  roof 
with  six  feet  high  walls  built  of  board  planks  laid  across  for 
a  ceiling.   This  was  covered  with  dirt.   Good,  warm  sheds  were 
built  for  the  livestock  made  of  willows  and  straw.   The  ground  was 
cleared  of  sagebrush  by  an  axe,  piled  and  burned.   Millions  of 
jack  rabbits  ate  many  of  the  crops. 

Saar  built  a  ditch  from  the  New  Sweden  Canal  to  his  land. 
This  ditch  is  still  called,  "The  Steele  Ditch." 

Mr.  Steele  owned  the  first  two-way  plow  in  the  area.   He 
bought  it  from  the  Shelley  Mercantile  Company.   He  paid  9% 
interest  to  the  bank  on  money  to  buy  a  team  of  horses.   His  first 
crops  were  oats,  later,  grain,  hay  and  potatoes.   The  stock  had 
to  be  driven  to  the  Snake  River,  one  half  mile  away  for  water. 
With  a  horse  drawn  drag,  a  barrel  of  water  was  brought  back  for 
the  house  and  culinary  purposes. 

In  1910,  Saar  had  a  well  dug  by  Axel  Bloomberg.   In  1914, 
their  new,  two  story  frame  house  was  finished.   After  living  in 
a  dug-out  for  nine  years,  this  was  a  heaven  to  the  Steeles. 
Apple  trees  were  planted  and  are  still  bearing  at  this  writing 
in  1971. 

Saar  played  the  accordian  while  others  danced.   He  said  his 
hobby  was,  "Hard  work."  He  worked  as  trustee  on  the  Riverview 
School  Board,  and  assisted  with  all  community  projects. 

Saar  and  Laura  had  three  children,  all  educated  at  Lava 
Side  and  Firth:   Carl,  Astrid  and  Emil.   Carl  married  Leota  Car- 
ter from  Ammon.   Their  modern  little  home  stands  where  the  dug- 
out was.   Carl  operates  the  farm  his  father  had.   Leota  has  worked 
for  R.  T.  French  in  the  Fresh-Pack  line  for  fourteen  years.   They 
have  two  daughters,  Burnis  and  Gloria.   They  have  six  grandchildren, 

Astrid  married  Elmer  Anderson  and  they  live  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Emil  and  his  wife,  Hulda,  are  retired  and  are  living  in  the  old 
home  Saar  and  Laura  built.   He  has  been  on  the  police  force  in 
Chicago. 
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JOHN  JOSEPH  LYONS 

John  Joseph  was  from  Bear  Lake,  Idaho.   His  father  was  Charles, 
and  his  mother,  Mary  Balls  Lyon,   These  people  came  to  the  Snake 
River  in  1901.   John  filled  a  mission  to  the  Southern  States  in 
1905-1907,   He  had  married  Elgina  Inglestrom,  daughter  of  Andrew 
0.  and  Marie  Jacobsen  Inglestrom.   This  marriage  took  place  in  1903, 
so  he  left  his  young  bride  of  two  years  with  one  baby  and  expecting 
another,  to  fill  a  call  for  his  church, 

After  John  returned  from  his  mission,  his  father  bought  a  sec- 
tion of  land  one  mile  east  of  Firth.   His  share  was  forty  acres.   A 
log  cabin  was  built,  an  orchard  planted.   He  and  his  brother,  George, 
had  places  side-by-side  and  they  exchanged  machinery.   A  huge  barn 
was  built.   These  brothers  bought  the  first  thresher  in  this  area. 

After  twenty  years,  a  new  house  replaced  the  two  room  lean-to 
that  had  been  home  so  long.   This  new  home  was  modern  and  very 
pretty  in  its  day.   It  is  still  standing  and  is  very  attractive. 

John  taught  his  children  as  he  had  been  taught  -  that  it  takes 
a  lot  of  hard  work  and  thrift  to  make  a  living  on  new  land.   He 
never  shirked  his  devotion  to  his  church. 

He  was  set  apart  as  the  first  Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward  after 
the  division  by  Rudger  Clawson,  November  10,  1924.   He  was  bishop 
for  ten  years,  when  the  ward  had  to  meet  in  the  rented  hall,  above 
the  store  in  the  Ramsey  building. 

Later,  John  purchased  thirty-two  acres  across  the  road  from 
his  farm,  as  his  family  had  grown  and  he  had  to  expand  his  opera- 
tions.  He  took  up  sheep  raising  and  had  several  large  herds.   He 
loved  the  mountains  and  in  the  summers  would  trail  the  sheep  to 
the  summer  pastures,  where  a  herder  would  watch  them»   Two  or  three 
times  each  week,  John  would  drive  to  the  mountains  to  check  on  the 
herd.   He  sold  his  herd  when  World  War  II  started,  as  wool  and 
sheep  prices  were  good. 

John's  father,  Charles,  died  in  1935,  living  was  less  press- 
ing as  John's  father  had  been  a  responsibility  to  care  for.   He 
bought  young  cattle  in  the  fall  and  sold  them  in  the  spring.   He 
bought  cows  and  raised  calves.   To  get  summer  range,  he  bought  a 
ranch  in  Island  Park.   He  loved  this  place  in  the  pines,  as  did 
his  family,  and  many  happy  hours  were  spent  there.   After  several 
years,  he  gave  up  the  ranch  and  kept  his  farm  and  fed  cattle  in  the 
winter . 

John  and  his  neighbors  started  the  Firth  Mill,  where  wheat  was 
made  into  flour ,   A  sack  of  wheat  could  be  traded  for  a  sack  of 
flour.   He  was  an  active  director  of  this  mill  until  he  sold  it  in 
1942. 
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Ground  was  purchased,  and  trees  and  grass  planted  for  a  new 
church  house,  which  was  built  during  his  tenure  of  office,  but  was 
not  dedicated  until  August  20,  1935,  just  shortly  after  he  was  re- 
leased.  John  was  Scout  Master  and  held  numerous  other  positions 
in  the  ward . 

John  had  to  give  up  many  activities  after  his  wife  became  af- 
flicted with  arthritis  and  was  confined  to  a  wheel  chair.   For  thirty 
years,  she  had  to  have  special  care.   He  never  neglected  her  for 
anything.   It  was  a  common  sight  to  see  him  pushing  her  in  her  wheel- 
chair into  the  chapel  for  her  meetings. 

Elgina  had  been  very  active  in  Primary  and  M.I. A.   She  had  been 
counselor  to  Julia  Dye  in  Relief  Society  until  she  became  crippled. 
She  had  been  secretary  of  the  Religion  Class,  later  called  Seminary. 
Both  of  these  fine  people  were  staunch  in  their  convictions  and  be- 
liefs.  They  raised  five  children  of  their  own  and  one  other: 
Joseph,  married  Melva  Christensen  and  lives  at  Firth;  Leatha  Spald- 
ing, a  school  teacher  and  post  mistress;  Althera  Crofts,  zealous 
worker  and  ideal  mother;  Mary  Crofts,  stake  worker,  a  delight  in 
her  duties;  Leah  Overson,  a  postal  worker  and  the  only  one  who 
moved  away  -  she  is  in  Utah. 

Six  of  the  grandsons  of  John  and  Elgina  served  on  missions  and 
several  have  served  in  the  Armed  Forces.  All  of  their  children  and 
grandchildren,  except  one,  went  through  the  Firth  Elementary  School 
and  were  graduates  from  Firth  High  School. 

Elgina  died  in  1965,  John  in  1968.   He  was  here,  alone,  for 
three  years. 

GEORGE  LYON* 

George  came  here  from  Bear  Lake  with  his  parents,  Charles  and 
Mary  Balls  Lyon^l  and  family.   He  married  Emma  E.  Criddle,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Emma  Jane  Criddle.   George  and  Emma  lived  on  the 
farm  joining  his  brother,  John.   Much  of  their  work  was  done  to- 
gether, but  each  had  a  home  of  their  own.   Two  of  George's  sisters 
married  Mechams ,  so  they  had  many  relatives  around  Firth  and  com- 
munity. 

George's  home  was  east  of  the  Dye  School,  about  one-half  mile 
east  of  his  brother,  John,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street.   George 
later  built  on  some  land  across  the  road.   Elvin  lived  there  for 
some  time.   Lawrence  lives  there,  now. 

Charles  Lyonf,  the  father,  lived  in  a  frame  house  on  the  cor- 
ner where  Frank  lives.   George  farmed,  and  also  had  a  herd  of  sheep. 
He  and  John  would  take  them  to  summer  range  by  themselves.   Their 
range  was  on  the  north  hills  of  Cellars  Creek.   They  also  had 
range  on  Trail  Creek.   George's  boys  helped  relieve  the  herders. 

Warren  took  supplies  to  the  herd  one  time.   The  herder  asked 
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him  to  watch  the  sheep,   The  herder  went  to  the  valley  and  was 
gone  five  days.   When  he  was  found,  he  had  married  a  real  young 
girl,  not  of  age.   John  and  George  had  to  get  the  Sheriff  at 
another  time,  as  this  herder  and  his  wife  had  taken  everything 
from  camp  and  disappeared. 

George  and  Jim,  another  brother,  were  on  the  baseball  team. 
George  also  served  on  the  School  Board  for  twelve  years. 

George's  wife  passed  away  some  years  before  he,  so  George  was 
father  and  mother  for  years  to  their  children:  Warren,  James, 
Charley,  Lawrence,  Frank,  Elvin  and  Edna.   These  children  were  all 
born  and  raised  at  Firth  and  their  history  will  be  found  under 
their  vocations  in  this  history. 

CHARLE5  LYON 

Charle^  was  an  older  brother  of  John  and  George.   He  married 
Saloma  Hymas  from  Bear  Lake5   Their  home  was  one-fourth  mile  south 
of  Franks .   He  had  forty  acres  of  sandy  loom.   Charley  and  his 
sons  operated  a  threshing  machine  and  did  sheep  shearing  in  the 
spring. 

Pete  Hansen's  wife,  Lila,  now  of  Salmon  was  one  of  Charlejg's 
daughters.   Another  daughter,  Nina,  married  Denzel  Rowberry.   Hugh 
Lyon  was  a  teacher  of  Auto  Mechanics  in  Idaho  Falls  High  School, 
later  he  taught  at  I,S*U.  in  Pocatello.   Most  of  the  rest  of  the 
family  have  moved  to  the  west  coast. 

JAMES  LYON 

James,  often  called,  Jim,  was  another  brother.   He  married 
Elsie  Criddle.   Jim  was  an  expert  ball  player,  the  main  pitcher 
on  the  team.   He  was  driving  a  steam  engine  over  a  bridge,  it  col- 
lapsed with  the  load,  crushing  Jim  and  killing  him  under  the 
engine. 

Their  only  daughter,  Marie,  lived  with  the  grandparents, 
Lyonf.   Elsie  married  Luther  Tufts  and  they  lived  in  Basalt  for 
some  time,   Edna,  one  of  their  daughters  married  a  Thomas  and  she 
lives  at  the  Spam  Motel  in  Lava  Hot  Springs. 

CARL  NELSON 

Carl  was  born  in  Nebrasks.   He  came  to  Idaho  in  1901  and 
worked  for  wages  the  first  year  on  a  farm  north  of  Idaho  Falls 
for  $30.00  a  month.   He  married  Billie  Porter  from  Rose. 

In  1902,  he  leased  a  half-section,  320  acres  in  the  Lava  Side 
area.   This  was  all  sagebrush.   It  was  located  west  of  the  Lava 
Side  School.   He  leased  from  S.  A.  Swanson  for  four  years.   He  was 
recipient  of  the  crops  for  clearing  the  brush  and  levelling  the 
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ground.   The  levelling  machinery  was  railroad  rails  chained  together 
and  pulled  by  horses.   Hand  rakes  were  used,  homemade  ones,  to  clear 
the  brush.   Much  had  to  be  grubbed  and  chopped  out.   A  spirit  level 
was  the  only  means  available  for  charting  the  ditches.   The  canal 
was  fifteen  miles  away  and  the  men  who  made  the  ditches  camped  out 
and  cooked  over  a  campfire.   They  did  this  to  work  out  their  water 
assessments,  which  were  $1.00  per  acre  for  land  under  cultivation. 
A  man  and  his  team  were  allowed  $3.50  per  day,  ten  hour  days. 
There  was  no  time  for  recreation  and  no  way  to  go  anywhere  as  the 
horses  were  exhausted  at  the  end  of  the  day.   (Excerpt  from  PIONEER 
IRRIGATION), 

Carl  had  six  children  who  attended  Lava  Side  School.   Some  went 
to  Firth  High  School.   One  son  was  killed  in  World  War  II;  one  son 
lives  at  Boise;  a  daughter  is  at  Lava  Hot  Springs;  and,  another  at 
Rose.   They  have  all  moved  away  and  are  not  related  to  the  other 
Nelsons  here  in  the  community. 

PETER  CORGETELLI 

Peter  came  here  around  1901-1903.   He  bought  the  farm  where 
Youngs  live,  from  Leonard  Cox.   Abinadi  Porter  and  wife,  Anna,  had 
bought  it  from  a  George  Rogers,  who  evidently  homesteaded  the  place, 
as  the  United  States  patent  was  from  the  Land  Office,  1899-1900. 

Pete  was  single  when  he  first  bought  with  Christian  Johnson, 
but  his  wife's  name,  Awigia,  is  mentioned  in  1908.   His  boys  at- 
tended school  at  Basalt  in  1935,  so  he  surely  had  a  family.   He  had 
lots  of  horses  and  built  a  huge  barn.   Their  house  was  the  small 
one.   Carlyle  Esplin  built  the  new  brick  home. 

In  1908,  Chris  Christensen  came  into  ownership  of  the  Corge- 
lli  place.   Wayne  and  Carlyle  Esplin  bought  it  from  Christensens . 

After  Firth  became  a  town,  Corgetelli  bought  the  store  in  the 
Ramsey  Building.   The  Firth  Ward  rented  the  top  part  in  1924. 

A  cute  story  is  told  by  Jim  Dye's  son,  about  Pete:   "We  boys 
had  decided  to  have  a  chick- a-ree.   Where  to  get  the  chickens  was 
the  only  problem.   Corgetelli 's  place  was  close  by.   This  was  real 
handy.   The  boys  had  decided  to  cook  them  behind  some  willows  on 
the  back  ditch  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   Pete  must  have  seen  the 
boys  enter  his  coop.   He  got  wise  and  decided  to  follow  them. 
While  they  were  cooking  them,  Pete  hurried  home  and  found  a  white 
sheet  and  returned  to  the  cemetery.   Just  as  the  aroma  of  the 
nearly  cooked  chickens  was  watering  the  boy's  mouths,  Pete  wrapped 
the  sheet  over  his  arms  and  stepped  from  behind  a  large  tombstone, 
swinging  his  arms  and  saying,  "Come  Unto  Jesus,".   The  chickens 
were  forgotten.   Boys  fled  in  all  directions,  they  never  stopped 
to  find  the  bridge  across  the  canal,  they  either  jumped  or  swam, 
and  never  stopped  running.   They  thought  surely  they  were  being 
punished  for  stealing." 
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WARREN  LYON 

Warren  was  the  oldest  son  of  George  and  Emma  Criddle.   He 
was  raised  and  schooled  in  Firth.   He  met  Alice  Hutchinson  from 
Florida,  who  had  come  out  here  to  visit  relatives.   After  their 
marriage,  they  bought  a  farm  south  of  Shelley.   Warren  raises 
hay  and  grain,   He  keeps  around  250  herd  of  sheep  on  the  farm. 
The  Warren  Lyons  belong  to  the  Shelley  Third  Ward.   Their  four 
children  are  grown  and  three  are  married.   Warren  and  Alice  have 
three  grandchildren. 

Their  children  are:   Marvin,  married  Vickey  Jensen.   He  is  in 
California  and  they  have  one  boy.   Alice  Fay  married  a  navy  man 
and  they  are  in  Cuba.   They  have  one  boy.   Sharron  is  married  and 
lives  in  California.   Ann,  the  youngest,  is  attending  her  first 
year  at  Ricks  College. 

FRANK  LYON 

Frank  is  also  a  son  of  George  and  Emma.   He  married  Beth  Baird 
in  1938,   They  farmed  eighty  acres,  part  of  the  old  homestead  of 
Thomas  Charley  Lyon.   Frank  and  Beth  spent  the  first  years  of  their 
marriage  in  Shelley,   Frank  operated  the  Texaco  Station  in  Firth 
for  twelve  years.   He  was  also  Ward  Clerk  for  seventeen  years. 
Beth  has  also  been  very  active  in  church  and  community. 

They  have  two  boys:  Wayne,  married  Carolyn  Larsen.   He  re- 
ceived his  M.D,  in  Physics  and  Natural  Science,   They  both  teach 
at  Blackfoot  Senior  High  School.   Ray  married  Mar j ean  Dial.   He  is 
District  Supervisor  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Department  in  Boise,  Idaho 

Frank  continues  to  operate  the  eighty  acres,  part  of  his 
grandfather,  Charles,  Sr . ,  homestead.   He  is  also  a  trucker  for 
Idaho  Supreme  at  Firth. 

CHARLES  LYON,  SR. ,  AND  MARY  BALLS  LYON 

They  came  to  America  from  England  about  1870,  and  to  Firth 

about  1901.   They  were  the  parents  of  Susan,  Sarah,  both  of  whom 

married  Mechams;  Charles  Jr.,  Emma  J,,  Maya,  Ellen,  John,  George, 
James,  Ada,  and  Charlotte. 

GUSTAVE  LEONARD  LOFQUIST 

Gustave  came  from  Sweden  in  1887,  and  married  Kristiana 
Sponberg.   Gustave  was  a  Baptist  Minister  at  Lava  Side  in  1905. 
He  came  to  Riverview  and  bought  the  Thomas  C.  Wilson  homestead  in 
1914c   He  had  acquaintances  with  Yost  Larsen. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lofquists,  Yost  Larsen  and  the 
Baptist  members  helped  him  bring  his  family  from  Red  Wing,  Minne- 
sota.  The  family  then  consisted  of  the  mother,  Kristina,  a  daugh- 
ter, Ebba,  and  two  sons,  Gustave  and  Milton.   Milton  died  in  191G« 
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Carl  Felix  was  born  in  1907,  and  two  years  later  another  sister, 
Edith  Marie  arrived.   The  family  lived  in  a  dug-out  many  years 
until  their  house  was  built.   The  children  attended  school  at 
Riverview  and  church  in  Lava  Side. 

Carl  Felix,  the  only  living  son,  tells  this  story:   "I  rem- 
ember, vividly,  living  in  a  tent  until  neighbors  came  to  help  us 
dig  out  a  side  hill  -  a  bedroom  and  kitchen  dug-out.   We  lived  in 
this  a  good,  many  years.   We  worked  hard  to  chop  brush  and  clear 
the  land.   We  ate  potatoes,  bacon  and  coffee  five  times  a  day, 
more  if  someone  came. 

Every  4th  of  July,  all  gathered  on  what  is  called  the  'Low 
Banks'  now  the  River  Bottoms  -  on  the  Snake  River,  close  by  the 
Larsen  ranch.   At  these  gatherings,  each  tried  to  out-do  the 
other  in  cooking. 

Dad,  Gustave,  was  always  trading  horses,  but  never  a  cow  for 
milk  for  the  family.   Finally,  mother  put  her  foot  down.   One  day, 
when  I  was  coming  home  from  a  swim  in  the  Snake  River,  which  I 
made  a  habit  of  swimming  across  quite  often,  I  saw  a  brindle  cow 
tied  to  the  wagon.   Inside  were  two  pigs  and  a  few  chickens.   We 
did  rejoice,  dad  was  the  hero!   Until  dad  was  shooting  jack  rab- 
bits about  the  dug-out  -  Blam! ,  went  his  gun.   About  this  same 
time,  our  only  rooster  poked  his  stupid  head  in  the  way  and  got 
shot.   Mother  didn't  know  whether  to  scream  or  laugh,  but  the  ro- 
oster had  done  his  duty  before  his  demise." 

Carl  Felix  married  Ruth  Emily  Babcock  from  Maryland,  and  they 
live  in  Rent on,  Washington.   They  had  nine  children.   Carl  works 
for  North  American  Ways,  and  he  came  through  the  valley  this  sum- 
mer and  paid  a  visit  to  his  old  home,  now  owned  by  Bryant  and 
Miranda  Stringham. 

Judith  Ebba  Lofquist,  a  sister,  married  a  railroad  man,  Mr. 
Ouse,  they  moved  to  Pocatello.   She  passed  away  in  May,  1971. 
Gustave,  a  brother,  married  Gertrude  Jones.   They  live  in  Black- 
foot. 

Emily's  father  invited  service  men  to  dinner  and  Carl  was  one 
who  came.   After  their  marriage,  they  lived  in  Reno  and  LaHabra, 
California,  until  moving  to  Renton,  Washington.   Emily  is  a  nurses 
aid.   They  have  a  son,  David,  who  works  for  Western  Airlines  in 
Rupert,  Idaho.   Every  year,  he  gives  his  parents,  Carl  and  Emily, 
a  free  pass  to  some  prominent  place.   This  year  it  was  to  the 
Cumorah  Pageant  in  New  York.   Carl  joined  the  L.D.S.  Church  and 
has  been  active  since  1933.   Emily  spent  fifteen  years  in  the  Pri- 
mary. 

Gustave  Lofquist  sold  the  farm  to  Parley  Rigby  in  1926.   In 
1933,  Daniel  Olson  held  the  warranty  deed.   Bryant  Stringham  pur- 
chased ninety-three  acres  from  the  Federal  Land  Bank  and  Daniel 
Olson  in  1942.   Stringhams  finished  the  house  and  remodeled  it, 
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where  they  reside  at  the  time  of  this  writing  in  1971. 
CHARLES  C.  SUNDQUIST  AND  CHRISTINE  SUNDQUIST 

Charles  was  a  pioneer  resident  of  Lava  Side  and  Firth.   He 
was  a  brother  to  Hans,  often  called,  "Gus". 

Charles  helped  build  the  canals,  roads,  churches,  schools 
and  the  community.   He  was  born  in  Sweden. 

Charles  and  Christine  had  the  following  children:   Eric, 
Carl,  Emil,  Victor,  Ernest,  Ellen,  Albert,  Aaron  and  Ida.   The 
children  attended  Lava  Side  Elementary  School,  possibly  some  went 
to  high  school  in  Firth.   Charley  was  on  the  School  Board  at  Lava 
Side.   His  son,  Eric,  bought  the  old  home  and  he  also  served  on  the 
canal  and  school  board.   Eric  was  also  a  promoter  of  Eastern  Idaho 
State  Fair  at  Blackfoot,  and  for  many  years  was  on  the  Fair  Board. 

Erick's  farm  was  located  between  Bergreens  and  his  Uncle  Gus' 
place.   Sylvan  Anderson  bought  Charles'  place  and  Eric's  ground. 

Charles  and  Christine  were  members  of  the  Assembly  of  God 
Church.   When  they  passed  away,  the  funeral  services  were  conducted 
by  Reverend  Willard  Liesy.   The  Sundquists  were  buried  in  the 
Riverview  Cemetery.   The  pall  bearers  were  their  sons,  Eric,  Carl, 
Emil,  Victor,  Ernest  and  Aaron. 

HANS  "GUS"  SUNDQUIST  AND  HULDA  SUNDQUIST 

Gus  and  Hulda  were  born  in  Sweden  and  came  to  Nebraska  in  1886 
and  to  the  Firth  area  about  1895.   At  that  time,  there  were  no 
bridges  on  the  river,  and  boats  were  used  for  transportation.   It 
was  then  that  Hulda  saw  her  first  Indian. 

Gus  homesteaded  near  Lava  Side  on  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of 
land.   The  Bergrens  live  on  this  farm,  today. 

Gus  and  Hulda  had  two  daughters,  Myrtle  Bergren  of  Firth,  and 
Mrs.  Ruth  Johnson  of  Idaho  Falls;  two  sons,  Leonard  and  Emil.   The 
children  attended  school  at  Lava  Side  and  the  two  girls  went  to 
Firth  High  School.   Both  boys  died  young. 

Gus  retired  from  farming  in  1926,  and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls, 
where  he  was  living  when  he  died  of  a  heart  disease  and  pneumonia. 
He  had  gone  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri  for  an  operation,  and  passed 
away  while  there. 

Mr.  Sundquist  helped  organize  and  build  the  First  Swedish 
Baptist  Church  in  Firth.   This  church  was  later  reorganized  and 
changed  names,  although  the  church  is  in  the  same  building.   Today, 
it  is  called,  the  Firth  Assembly  of  God.   It  is  located  on  West 
Center  Street  in  Firth. 
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Gus's  funeral  services  were  held  there  with  Reverend  J.  Samuel 
Bailey  of  Idaho  Falls  officiating,  assisted  by  Captain  Carl  Dueill, 
Emil  Nelson  and  Carl  Lofquist. 

ALBERT  HJELM  AND  SIGNE  J.  SWENSON 

Albert  and  Signe  did  not  come  to  America  from  Sweden  at  the 
same  time.   Albert  came  in  1903,  and  worked  to  get  money  to  bring 
his  bride,  Signe.   They  were  married  in  New  Sweden  in  1905,  and  in 
1910,  Albert  and  Signe  bought  eighty  acres  from  a  land  company  and 
forty  acres  from  Ernest  Sunquist,  all  in  the  Riverview  area.   Luc- 
ille Hjelm  and  Oliver  Everet  live  on  this  place  now. 

Albert's  father,  Alexander  Hjelm,  built  the  home  across  from 
Harada's,  the  home  of  Benny  Boyle,  that  burned.  Signe  is  Phillip 
Swenson's  sister. 

All  the  land  had  to  be  cleared  of  brush.   Albert  helped  survey 
and  build  roads,  he  was  a  road  overseer,  and  helped  make  ditches 
and  keep  up  canals.   All  their  wood  for  fuel  was  hauled  from  the 
lavas . 

Albert  was  Grange  Master  two  years,  and  was  a  High  School 
Trustee  two  terms  and  of  the  Riverview  for  twenty  years.   Albert 
was  a  member  of  Challenge  and  sold  milk  to  them  for  years.   He 
had  a  share  in  the  Firth  Mill  and  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fellow's 
Lodge,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Albert's  brothers  and  sister  are:  Oscar,  Henry,  Hilga  Frithz. 
Grace  stayed  in  Sweden. 

Signe  helped  deliver  over  twenty  babies  and  did  much  house 
cleaning  and  laundry  for  families.   She  also  loved  to  sew  and  did 
beautiful  handiwork,  which  she  gave  for  wedding  and  birthday  gifts. 
She  would  buy  bolts  of  blue  demin  or  blue  chambray  and  make  it  all 
up  into  shirts. 

Albert  and  Signe 's  children  are:  George,  married  Vera  Carter 
and  lives  in  Washington;  Paul,  married  Lucille  Harker  and  lives  at 
Riverview,  with  her  husband,  Oliver  Everett.  Eunice  married  Clar- 
ence Nelson  and  lives  at  Riverview.   Roy  married  Melva  McConnville. 

The  Hjelms  hauled  water  from  the  canal  until  wells  were  dug. 
The  first  electric  lights  were  installed  in  1924.  The  phone  came 
before,  but  was  removed. 

Signe's  father,  Ludwig  Swenson,  held  night  classes  for  parents 
of  Swedish  language  -  this  made  better  communication  between  the 
families.   He  was  a  teacher-minister. 

When  Signe  was  on  her  way  here  from  Sweden,  she  stopped  at 
at  Chicago  and  the  trainman  took  all  her  tickets.   She  could  not 
speak  a  word  of  English.   An  English  friend  wired  to  Albert  in 
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Idaho  Falls  for  money.   She  was  in  a  precarious  position,  but  she 
finally  arrived  on  schedule. 

The  rattlesnakes  were  very  bad  when  the  Hjelms  were  breaking 
up  the  sagebrush   One  day,  Signe  had  gone  for  potatoes  for  dinner. 
When  she  returned,  George  had  taken  Paul  and  Eunice  inside  and 
locked  the  door.   Roy  was  a  baby,  crawling.   When  Signe  looked  out, 
a  rattlesnake  was  crawling  up  the  side  of  the  house. 

Albert  died  in  1937,  and  is  buried  in  Shelley.   Signe  is  still 
living  in  Shelley,  in  the  home  Albert  bought  for  her  after  Paul 
and  Lucille  took  over  the  farm. 

PAUL  HJELM  AND  LUCILLE  HARKER 

Paul  was  about  three  years  old  when  his  parents,  Albert  and 
Signe  moved  to  Riverview,  about  1910.   He  attended  elementary  school 
at  Riverview  and  high  school  at  Firth,  but  did  not  graduate  there, 
as  there  was  no  high  school  accredited  until  1922. 

Paul  met  Lucille  at  a  dance.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Emily  Harker  of  Jameston.   Lucille  attended  school  at  Stanton 
and  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School. 

Paul  rented  from  his  dad  in  1927.  He  and  Lucille  had  a  little 
home  on  the  west  eighty  acres,  formerly  owned  by  Charles  Sundquist. 
Nancy  S.  Withers  probably  homes teaded  it. 

Albert's  home  was  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  where  forty 
acres  were  bought.   John  F.  Willett  homes teaded  that  piece  of  ground 
Orton  Andrus  had  owned  it.   The  land  was  unimproved  when  Hjelms 
came . 

In  1946,  Paul  bought  the  place  from  his  father.   Paul  and  Luc- 
ille moved  into  the  big  house.   The  parents  bought  a  home  in  Shel- 
ley o 

Paul  helped  grade  the  road  from  the  bridge  across  the  canal 
past  Adolf sons  and  around  Floyd  Womacks ,  down  to  the  school  house 
with  horses  and  scraper .   Paul  hauled  gravel  with  wagons  to  top 
the  grade. 

Lucille  was  Pd.A.  President  at  Riverview,  and  taught  Sunday 
School  and  Primary  in  Basalt  and  Firth.   She  was  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  Homemakers  Club  in  1950 .   Paul  served  as  Master  of 
the  Grande  in  1942-1943. 

Carl  Adolfson  and  Paul  bought  the  first  combine  in  the  country 
in  1939.   Paul  had  owned  a  tractor  since  1937. 

In  1934,  Paul  raised  the  largest  potato  for  a  contest  by  J .  M. 
McCracken  of  Idaho  Falls.   The  potato  weighed  three  pounds  ten 
ounces.   The  six  largest  potatoes  weighed  a  total  of  fifteen  pounds 
eleven  ounces   The  capital  prize  was  $7.50.   Hjelms  sold  milk  to 
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Kraft. 

Paul  and  Lucille  had  five  children:   Pauline,  died  at  age 
three;  Joyce  married  Delar  Morris  and  lives  at  Shelley;  Gerald,  or 
'Jerry 'married  Sharon  Metcalf  and  they  live  at  Firth.   Sharon  is 
the  secretary  of  Firth  School  District;  Dennis  first  married  Ardis 
Duce  and  then  LuAnn  P.  Eastman.   Dennis  won  a  trip  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  for  F.F.A.  while  he  was  in  high  school.   He  just  recently 
bought  the  Williams  place,  close  to  his  mother.   He  also  works  as 
an  appraiser;  Marilyn  married  Leland  Shephard  of  Blackfoot.   She 
received  many  blue  ribbons  in  4-H. 

OLIVER  EVERTT 

After  Paul  died,  Dennis  and  Gerald  operated  the  farms  for  a 
time.   Lucille  married  Oliver  Everett  who  was  living  in  Firth. 
He  was  the  son  of  Roy  and  Malina  Elsanger  Everett.   Oliver's  mot- 
her was  Norwegian  descent.   Oliver's  people  had  settled  at  Wood- 
ville  where  Oliver  received  his  elementary  schooling.   He  served 
his  time  in  the  infantry  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in  1942.   Oliver  is  a 
good  farmer  and  took  over  as  farmer  of  the  Hjelm  ranch  after  he 
married  Lucille  Hjelm.   They  live  in  the  old  home  at  Riverview. 

CLARENCE  NELSON  -  EUNICE  HJELM 

The  Nelsons  came  to  Lava  Side  very  early  -  1902.   Clarence's 
father,  Carl,  leased  on  a  five  year  term,  half  a  section  of  land, 
all  sagebrush.   He  leased  from  S.  A.  Swanson,  and  could  have  all 
the  crop  if  the  land  was  cleared.   The  levelling  was  done  by 
dragging  railroad  ties  across  the  land.   Clarence  grew  up  at 
Lava  Side  and  attended  elementary  school  there.   None  of  the  stu- 
dents attended  high  school  unless  they  went  to  Blackfoot.   Art 
Anderson  and  Ruth  Sundquist  did  complete  high  school  this  way. 

Clarence  married  Eunice  Hjelm,  daughter  of  Albert  and  Signe 
Hjelm  of  Riverview.   They  rented  farms  at  Lava  Side  and  Roberts 
for  several  years  then  in  1937,  they  bought  fifty  acres  called  the 
Old  Sage  Place.   Clarence  raised  potatoes,  hay  and  grain  and  has 
cattle. 

Their  five  children  attended  school  in  Riverview  until  it  was 
closed  in  1959,  then  they  finished  in  Firth.   They  are:   Dale,  who 
married  Deaune  Adolfson,  and  bought  the  Oscar  Nelson  farm  south  of 
Firth;  Deloy  and  his  wife,  Jeannie,  lives  at  Goshen.   He  works  for 
Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   Duane  married  Pam  Brewer ing ton.   Dawn 
married  Johnny  Webb  from  Pingree  and  lives  at  Kimball.   Diane  mar- 
ried Ronney  Burgess.   Eunice  works  for  R.  T.  French  at  Shelley. 
She  still  lives  alone  in  the  home  Clarence  bought  for  her.   She 
rents  the  farmland  to  neighbors. 

FRED  NELSON,  SR. 

Fred  homesteaded  south  of  Firth  and  was  related  to  Gus  Nelson, 
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who  homes teaded  on  Goshen  Highway  south  of  Basalt.   Fred  had  four 
sons:   Oscar,  Aarow  Grande,  California;  Fred,  Tucson,  Arizona;  Har- 
ry and  Tom,  both  in  California;  and  a  daughter,  Dorcas. 

OSCAR  AND  RUTH  NELSON 

The  Nelsons  farmed  south  of  Firth  before  moving  to  Arrow  Gra- 
nde, California,  a  few  years  ago.  Oscar  and  his  brothers  were  di- 
versified farmers.  They  raised  potatoes,  hay,  grain  and  livestock 
and  milked  cows.   Oscar  had  a  farm  flock  of  sheep  at  one  time. 

On  October  15,  1970,  Oscar  was  honored  as  a  fifty  year  Mason 
of  St.  John's  Lodge  #52  AF  and  AM.   As  a  large  number  of  Masons 
and  Stars  gathered  at  the  Masonic  Lodge,  a  huge  50th  Anniversary 
cake  centered  the  banquet  table.   Mr.  Nelson's  family  and  broth- 
ers were  present  from  California.   A  fifty  year  pin  and  certifi- 
cate was  presented  to  Oscar  by  a  Past  Master,  Albert  Gentillon. 
The  Nelson's  Masonic  History  was  read  by  Lowell  Jensen.   The  even- 
ing was  terminated  with  a  piano  arrangement  of  'Memories'  by 
Oscar's  wife,  Ruth.   The  Nelsons  were  good  friends  and  good  farm- 
ers. 

H.  E,  FREDERICKSEN  AND  VIRGINIA 

The  Fredericksens  were  ranchers  at  Kilgore  for  many  years 
before  coming  to  Firth  in  1952.   This  ranch  had  been  in  the  family 
for  many  years.   They  raised  hay,  and  had  many  head  of  cattle. 
Mrs.  Fredericksen  said  the  winters  at  Kilgore  were  very  severe. 
It  was  hard  on  the  cattle  and  hard  on  the  ranchers. 

The  Fredericksens  bought  a  home  at  125  N.  Franklin  in  Firth 
where  Ed  and  Virginia  lived  happily  for  eleven  years.   Ed  died  in 
1963. 

Virginia  is  a  member  of  the  Firth  Homemakers  Club.   She 
taught  school  two  years. 

Ed  was  a  lover  of  the  out-of-doors  and  took  great  pride  in 
his  ranch.   Seven  children  were  born  to  this  couple.   Two  died  - 
Billie  and  then  Margaret,  who  was  married  to  Peter  Taylor,  the 
county  SCS  supervisor.   Horace  was  a  prisoner  in  Germany  and  was 
starved  until  he  was  quite  ill  for  some  time  when  he  came  home. 
Howard,  a  twin  to  Horace  is  still  on  the  ranch  at  Kilgore.   Ken- 
neth was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Idaho.   He  and  Howard 
work  on  the  Sheep  Experiment  Farm  near  Dubois.   Harriett  lives  in 
American  Falls.   Edna  and  her  husband  manage  the  Garrett  Ranch 
at  Medicine  Lodge. 

PAUL  BERGGREN  AND  PATTY  MCNUTT 

The  Berggrens  bought  part  of  Eric  Sundquist's  farm  from 
Sylvan  Anderson.   The  ranch  is  east  of  the  Lava  Side  School.   The 
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Berggrens  attended  Lava  Side  School  until  the  consolidation,  then 
all  were  bussed  into  Firth,  as  they  are  today. 

Patty  is  the  daughter  of  the  past  Reverend  McNutt  of  the  As- 
sembly of  God  Church,  who  was  the  minister  in  Firth  from  1954- 
1957.   Patty  plays  the  accordion,  piano  and  the  family  sing  beau- 
tifully.  She  is  the  Treasurer  of  the  Assembly  of  God  Church  in 
Firth. 

Paul  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  he  played  a  trum- 
pet in  the  school  band.   Later,  he  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in 
Alaska. 

Paul  and  Patty  bought  their  farm  five  years  ago  and  the  school 
bus  comes  near  their  gate  to  pick  up  Carol,  who  is  in  Junior  High 
and  loves  music  and  Robert  'Bobby'  is  in  the  third  grade. 

GLEN  BERGGREN  AND  DORA  CASPER 

Glen  and  Paul  are  brothers.   Glen  and  Dora  have  the  Charles 
Sundquist  homestead.   Hay,  grain  and  corn  are  raised  on  the  place. 
There  is  ample  pasture  on  the  place.   The  Berggrens  fatten  cattle. 

Glen  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  and  Dora  is  from  Idaho  Falls. 
Glen  received  a  deferment  from  the  service  to  operate  his  farm. 
Both  Paul  and  Glen  are  members  of  the  Potato  Growers  Association. 
Glen  is  a  Deacon  in  the  Assembly  of  God  Church.   He  teaches  Sunday 
School  and  is  on  the  Church  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Berggrens  are  a  musical  family.   The  men  sing  in  quartets 
and  chorus.   The  Glen  Berggren  children  are:   David,  Steven  and 
Sharyn. 

FELIX  JOHNSON  AND  CLARA  STHYL 

Felix  and  Clara  are  leaving  the  old  home  where  they  have  lived 
for  forty  years.   It  surely  must  give  them  deep  emotions  to  pull  up 
their  roots  and  turn  their  home  over  to  someone  new.   A  Mr.  Fallis 
from  Idaho  Falls  will  be  the  new  owner. 

Johnsons  bought  the  farm  in  1932  from  Heber  Hansen,  who  built 
the  house  in  1927.   The  farm  is  some  of  the  Ole  Anderson  homestead, 
which  he  filed  on  in  1895.   It  is  one-half  mile  west  of  the  River- 
view  Cemetery. 

Clara's  people,  the  Alfred  Sthyls,  homesteaded  south  of  Firth 
where  Joe  Newman  lives.   There  is  record  of  them  in  1894. 

Clara  and  Felix  lived  at  Kimball  before  coming  to  Riverview. 
Their  children  attended  Kimball  Elementary  and  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School. 

Johnsons  milked  cows  for  many  years  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge. 
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Before  the  co-ops  were  active,  Johnsons  delivered  milk  around  Firth 
for  years.   They  had  their  own  milk  truck. 

For  six  years  the  Johnsons  were  in  the  poultry  business.   They 
had  several  hundred  white  leghorn  hens.   Their  eggs  were  fresh  and 
clean,  customers  wanted  them. 

The  four  Johnson  children  are:   Mildred,  who  married  George 
Gunnarson«=   They  live  at  Riverview.   She  works  for  Frenches  and  her 
husband  runs  a  dairy  herd. 

Dorothy  Trotter  lives  in  Iowa;  Beatrice  Worthington  and  Norman 
live  in  Oregon. 

Felix  and  Clara  have  thirteen  grandchildren  and  thirteen  great 
grandchildren.  The  Johnsons  were  members  of  the  Firth  Farm  Bureau. 
They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  recently  had  pneumonia,  but  is  recovering. 
Their  new  home  will  be  in  the  Al  Tschiof  apartments  in  Firth.   The 
friends  at  Riverview  are  happy  they  are  not  leaving  the  community. 

NORMAN  JOHNSON 

Norman  is  the  son  of  Felix.   Norman  and  Clara  had  five  sons: 
Ernest,  a  veteran  of  World  War  I;  Dewey,  Hilmer,  Edwin  and  Philip. 
They  all  served  their  country  in  World  War  II. 

LORIN  ELLSWORTH  AND  GENEVA  HORTON 

Geneva's  father  was  a  stow-a-way  on  a  ship  from  England. 
After  living  in  many  places  and  being  pushed  around,  the  father 
settled  down  and  was  married  and  had  a  family  in  Boise.   Geneva 
married  Lorin  Ellsworth  and  came  to  Basalt  in  1939. 

The  Ellsworths  bought  part  of  the  Doyle  Jensen  homestead.  Mr. 
Ellsworth  works  away,  so  is  not  home  very  much.  Geneva  has  practi- 
cally raised  the  six  children.   One  son  was  killed  in  World  War  II. 

ZAVAN  AND  BERNEICE  GREEN 

The  Eastern  Idaho  State  Fair  would  not  be  the  same  if  the 
parade  was  not  enhanced  by  the  matched  teams  of  Belgian  Roan  horses 
belonging  to  Zavan  Green.   The  harnesses  were  oiled  and  the  metallic 
spots  shining.   The  horses  tails  were  braided  and  tied  with  color- 
ful ribbons.   Hours  of  grooming  were  spent  on  these  beauties;  brush- 
ing, currying  and  petting  to  get  the  beautiful  animals  ready  for  the 
exhibition  at  the  fair.   Zavan  has  thirteen  registered  Roans  and 
they  are  the  pride  of  his  heart. 

These  folks  came  from  Idaho  Falls  and  bought  one  hundred  twenty 
acres  east  of  Basalt  on  the  Goshen  road  where  they  do  diversified 
farming,  but  their  horses  are  their  first  love.   Their  farm  is  part 
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of  the  John  Johnson  homestead. 

Zavan  and  Berneice  had  four  children  who  attended  local  scho- 
ols, but  have  scattered  away  from  this  community. 

KEITH  NICKERSON  AND  FERN  LARS EN 

Keith  has  lived  around  Firth  and  Goshen  until  he  has  become 
a  permanent  fixture.   He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lorin  Nicker- 
son  of  Kimball. 

Keith  and  Fern  came  from  Swan  Valley  to  Firth  in  1946.   Fern 
was  from  Blackfoot.   They  have  purchased  the  Sydney  Call  place 
near  Woodrow  Peterson.   Nickersons  belong  to  the  Firth  Ward. 

Keith  served  a  time  in  the  Navy.   Nickersons  raise  hay,  grain 
and  potatoes.   They  have  a  farm  flock  of  sheep.   They  sell  milk 
to  Challenge  and  Kraft. 

The  three  children,  Greg,  Shiri  and  Kirt  are  still  in  school. 
THEODORE  KELSEY  AND  ROSETTA  HOUSEKEEPER 

Theodore  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  thirteen,  born 
at  Fairview,  Utah,  1871.   The  son  of  Orson  Kelsey  and  Mary  Gibons. 

Theodore's  brothers  and  sisters  are:   Mary  Ellen,  Orson,  Ben 
Franklin,  Orin,  George  A.,  Theodore,  Abigail,  Easton,  Amos,  Rupert 
L. ,  Elmira  and  Phoebe.   Theodore's  birthplace  was  a  hand  hewn  log 
house,  which  was  kept  clean  by  an  industrious  English  mother. 
Orson,  the  father,  was  a  carpenter  and  very  particular  about  his 
tools.   Theodore  would  walk  by  the  oxen  driven  wagon  in  southern 
Utah  to  keep  the  oxen  on  the  narrow,  crooked  road.   Most  of  the 
education  received  was  taught  by  the  mother. 

Coals  had  to  be  buried  to  keep  them  alive  to  start  fires.   If 
the  coals  went  out  Theodore  would  have  to  walk  two  or  three  miles 
to  borrow  more  coals.   There  were  no  matches.   He  finally  was  put 
in  a  school  and  worked  for  his  board.   Grades  were  determined  by 
books  in  those  days.   He  got  up  to  the  third  reader.   Indians 
would  steal  the  settler's  cows  if  they  were  not  guarded  in  San 
Pete  County.   Theodore  met  Rosetta  Housekeeper  in  Emery  County  at 
a  sawmill  where  she  worked  stacking  shingles.   Amos,  Theodore's 
brother,  was  flirting  one  day  as  he  was  feeding  the  shingle  cutter 
and  cut  off  his  thumb . 

Theodore  and  Rosetta  decided  to  get  married.   He  sent  away 
for  a  suit,  it  didn't  fit,  but  he  wore  it.   The  coat  was  too  long, 
and  the  pants  too  short,  but  they  were  married  in  Manti,  Utah, 
November,  1893.   When  the  couple  returned  from  the  ceremony,  a  big 
dance  and  feed  was  ready  for  them.   Theodore  danced  in  his  ill 
fitting  suit. 
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Sixty  miles  from  Price,  Theodore  did  much  mining  for  glicenite, 
a  material  used  in  paint.   Rosetta  was  left  alone  to  raise  the  fam- 
ily.  Theodore  always  took  the  responsibility  of  cleaning  and  paper- 
ing the  house. 

Leonard  Cox,  a  relative  came  to  Utah  from  his  farm  in  Idaho  and 
persuaded  Theodore  and  Amox  Kelsey  to  move  north  (about  1901) .   Leo- 
nard told  them,  "They  could  pick  money  off  the  sagebrush."  Theo- 
dore walked  barefoot  and  drove  the  stock  all  the  way  to  the  train 
where  they  loaded  cattle,  machinery,  wagons  and  hay  on  the  cars. 

Rosetta 's  heart  sank  when  she  saw  the  tiny  log  rooms  with  a 
dirt  roof  that  they  had  to  live  in.   They  had  lived  in  a  comfortable 
frame  home  with  a  spring  running  past.   The  large  canals  frightened 
the  families.   They  beheld  more  water  than  they  had  seen  in  all 
their  lives. 

The  Kelseys  all  worked  hard  in  the  beets  to  help  pay  for  their 
land,  which  they  did  and  soon  had  buggies  and  nice  horses  to  drive. 

In  1913,  the  Kelseys  built  a  new  house.   In  1915,  a  well  was 
drilled.   Shade  trees  were  planted  and  some  apple  trees.   All  the 
children  were  taught  to  work.   Grain,  hay  and  potatoes  were  raised 
on  the  farm.   Kelseys  kept  a  herd  of  milk  cows  to  help  buy  the  gro- 
ceries.  Theodore  had  a  great  sense  of  humor  and  urged  his  children 
into  obeying  by  his  teasing. 

Theodore's  first  car  was  a  Model  'T'  Ford.   The  family  took  a 
trip  to  Yellowstone  Park  in  it  and  also  to  Utah.   His  last  car,  a 
Chevrolet,  was  purchased  in  1936.   It  was  kept  clean  and  in  perfect 
condition  up  to  the  last. 

Claud,  his  son,  and  Claude's  wife,  Nettie,  bought  the  old  farm 
in  1944.   Theodore  and  Rosetta  bought  a  home  in  Shelley  from  Bill 
Wilson,  Sr.,  and  moved  there  in  1946.   Rosetta  had  hardening  of  the 
arteries  and  died  in  December,  1950.   Theodore  was  very  independent 
and  would  not  quit  working.   He  worked  in  spuds,  fed  the  chickens 
and  cut  the  lawns . 

At  the  age  of  88  he  climbed  on  top  of  the  old  barn,  hunting  a 
hen's  nest,  and  was  on  top  of  the  plum  trees  picking  plums.   During 
his  life  he  had  seen  radio,  television,  automobiles  and  airplanes 
invented  and  become  successful.   He  passed  away  in  May,  1963,  at 
the  age  of  92.   A  cheerful,  useful  example  of  how  to  live. 

Theodore  and  Rosetta 's  ten  children  are:   Mary  R.  Kelsey, 
Francis  Earl,  Sarah  E. ,  Ernest  T.,  Claude  M. ,  Argent  G. ,  Vondella, 
Orson  L.,  Vincent  C.  and  Thelma.   There  were  43  grandchildren  and 
72  great  grandchildren,  and  one  great-great  grandchild  at  the  time 
of  Theodore's  death  in  1963. 

EARL  KELSEY 

Earl  was  the  second  child  of  Theodore  and  Rosetta  Housekeeper 
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Kelsey.   The  Kelseys  came  from  Fairview,  Utah,  in  1910.   Leonard 
Cox,  a  relative,  had  come  to  a  prosperous  valley.   He  sold  Amos 
Kelsey  land  north  of  the  road.   He  and  family  went  to  Shelley  to 
church.   Theodore  and  Earl  had  farmed  on  the  south  side  of  the 
county  road,  they  went  to  Basalt.   Earl  filled  a  mission  to  Texas 
after  he  was  married.   He  was  also  in  the  infantry  in  World  War  I. 

Earl  married  Emily  Gregorson  also  of  Basalt,  in  1918.   After 
Earl  had  finished  his  service  and  mission,  he  was  put  in  as  the 
fifty  Bishop  of  Basalt  Ward  from  1930  to  1933. 

Fred  Chris tensen  and  Lorin  F.  Freeman  were  counselors,  and 
Leo  Sorenson  was  clerk.   This  was  during  the  depression  years, 
when  there  was  no  money.   The  Priesthood  and  Bishopric  hauled 
wood  from  the  Lavas  to  avoid  asking  for  funds  to  buy  coal  for  the 
chapel.   Earl  was  not  a  member  of  Basalt  at  the  time  of  his  call 
as  Bishop,  but  was  later,  so  he  read  his  own  recommend. 

Earl,  Emily  and  family  spent  one  year  in  Montana,  but  returned 
to  Basalt.   This  is  a  list  of  their  children:   Verban  married  Ruby 
Argyle.   They  live  in  Blackfoot.   Milo  married  Bernice  Poulsen  of 
Pocatello.   They  live  in  Tyhee.   Myrna  married  Nolan  Davis.   They 
live  in  Tyhee.   Vera  married  Max  Allen.   They  live  in  Utah.   Naomi 
married  Eugene  Bulling ton.   They  live  in  Utah.   Marcene  married 
Lyle  Thacker.   They  live  in  California.   Wayne  married  Evelyn  Riley. 
They  live  in  Thomas. 

CLAUD  KELSEY  AND  NETTIE  JANE  SINGLETON 

Claud  was  the  son  of  Theodore  and  Rosetta  Housekeeper  Kelsey 
of  Shelley.   They  came  from  Melburne,  Utah  in  1901. 

Nettie  was  the  fifth  child  of  Charles  W.  and  Nancy  Davis  Sin- 
gleton of  Basalt,  formerly  of  Wilford,  Idaho. 

After  Claud  and  Nettie  were  married,  in  1921,  they  made  their 
home  south  of  Shelley.   They  purchased  Claud's  father's  home  in 
1944,  and  have  resided  two  miles  southwest  of  Shelley  most  of  their 
married  life,  except  a  year  in  Montana.   Claud  has  farmed  and 
worked  in  a  warehouse  all  his  life.   In  1968,  their  house  burned  to 
the  ground.   They  have  never  rebuilt,  but  lived  in  a  comfortable 
trailer  house  on  the  farm.   Car,  garage  and  all  were  burned. 

Nettie  has  done  extensive  genealogy  research  along  all  family 
lines  for  years.   She  is  a  member  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Utah 
Pioneers  of  Shelley.   She  and  Claud  have  traveled  to  Canada,  Alaska, 
California,  Colorado,  Montana  and  Texas  to  visit  their  children. 

Five  of  the  children  and  their  families  attended  their  Golden 
Wedding  Anniversary.   Others  came  later.   Dean  never  arrived  from 
Alaska.   One  hundred  seventy-five  people  were  present.   It  was  held 
June  25,  1970,  at  Fifth  and  Third  Ward  Recreation  Hall  in  Shelley. 
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The  Kelseys  have  51  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great  grandchildren, 
They  raised  two  of  their  grandchildren. 

The  boy's  service  records  are  under  the  section  on  Wars. 

Nettie  and  Claud  call  their  children  the  'eight  D's'.   Dawn  Clif- 
ford; Duel  married  Jean  Armstrong;  Deloy  married  Dawn  Pohl,  Dean 
married  Fostner;  Dix  married  Charles  Hess,  a  professor  in  Califor- 
nia; Delia  married  Mallard;  Dianne  married  Roberts,  David  married 
Bradley. 

Nettie  relates  riding  from  their  home  south  of  Shelley  to  Ba- 
salt School  in  a  school  wagon  covered  like  a  sheep  camp  with  benches 
along  the  sides  and  a  door  in  the  back.   Sometimes  a  stone  was  used 
for  heat.   It  was  usually  cold. 

RHODA  ALICE  SINGLETON 

Rhoda  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Nancy  Singleton.   Both 
parents  died  young  and  left  Rhoda  very  unprotected  and  alone.   Her 
health  was  poor.   She  was  afflicted  with  asthma  after  she  had  pneu- 
monia.  Two  summers  were  spent  on  the  homestead  in  the  hills  which 
helped  her  asthmatic  condition.   She  rode  horses  and  played  the 
piano  by  ear.   Rhoda  worked  in  the  seed  house  in  Rigby  and  Saint 
Anthony. 

Arthritis  had  her  hands  and  joints  swollen  and  inflamed.  Rhoda 

never  complained.   She  has  an  optimistic  disposition  and  great  faith. 

Rhoda  married  Gorden  Bryant,  a  man  from  Alberta,  Canada.   They  were 
divorced  and  she  came  back  to  Basalt. 

Her  only  son,  William  Ellis  Bryant,  married  Jeanett  Gardner. 
They  had  five  children  which  Rhoda  enjoyed.  Bill  is  a  successful 
businessman  in  Roberts. 

Rhoda  did  much  writing  of  stories  and  poems,  even  though  her 
hands  were  twisted.  Some  were  published  in  papers  and  magazines. 
Rhoda  died  July  23,  1961,  and  is  buried  in  Wilford,  Idaho. 

CHARLES  WILLIAM  SINGLETON  AND  NANCY  SALOMA  DAVIS 

Nancy  and  Charles  were  married  by  Nancy's  father,  Bishop  George 
Davis.   Nancy 'a  parents  were  early  homesteaders  of  Wilford,  Idaho, 
and  helped  with  making  canals,  roads,  bridges  and  towns  in  the  Upper 
Snake  River  Valley. 

Nancy  spun,  wove  and  made  her  own  wedding  dress.  She  was  raised 
in  the  home  where  butter  was  churned,  dresses  made,  wool  corded,  meat 
cured,  and  food  canned  and  dried. 

Charles,  her  husband,  was  a  farmer  and  worked  on  canals,  donated 
two  acres  of  land  for  a  school  house.   He  had  a  large  family  to  keep. 
He  took  time  out  to  go  to  the  Western  States  on  a  mission  in  1913-1915. 
He  died  the  spring  after  his  return,  in  1916. 
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Nancy's  brothers  had  gone  from  Wilford  to  Basalt.   She  wanted 
to  be  near  them,  so  she  bought  the  home  where  Ronald  Jensen  lives 
from  Milo  Andrus .   At  that  time,  it  was  one  log  room.   She  had  an- 
other room  built  on,  later  the  frame  house  was  built.   Here  she 
raised  her  family. 

Nancy  was  a  midwife  in  her  community.   She  and  her  oldest  son 
filed  on  a  homestead  on  Miner  Creek.   She  died  with  influenza  and 
cancer  in  February,  1919,  and  is  buried  at  Wilford,  Idaho. 

Nancy  had  five  brothers  who  lived  in  Basalt:   George  A.,  Jo- 
seph L.,  Samuel,  Hyrum  and  John.   One  sister,  Rhoda  Thompson  lived 
in  Saint  Anthony  and  later  moved  to  Basalt. 

Nancy  and  Charles  were  parents  of  nine  children:   Charles  E. , 
never  married;  Nancy  Jones;  Sarah  L.  Gardner;  Mary  Ellen  and  Rulon 
Jensen;  Nettie  Jane  and  Claude  Kelsey;  Ettie,  a  twin,  died;  Rhoda 
A.  married  Gordon  Bryant;  George  Louis,  never  married  and  is  known 
around  Firth  as  'Lou';  and  Delia  and  Franklin  Alpin. 

MORONI  MECHAM  AND  SUSAN  M.  LYONS 

Moroni  came  from  Bear  Lake  country  in  1903.   He  married  Susan, 
a  sister  to  George  and  John  Lyon,  who  came  from  Bear  Lake  in  1901. 

Moroni  was  ordained  a  High  Priest  and  set  apart  as  Branch 
President  of  the  Howard  Branch,  later  renamed  Kimball.   Moroni's 
tenure  in  this  office  was  very  short,  as  he  died  in  1905. 

Moroni  and  Susan  had  bought  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of  land 
and  after  Moroni's  demise,  the  farm  was  sold  to  John  Palleria. 
Palleria  built  a  new  brick  home.   The  little  Mecham  home  still 
stands  in  a  state  of  decay,  south  of  the  Palleria  home.   Susan 
moved  into  Firth  where  she  resided  until  her  death  in  1951. 

Moroni  and  Susan  had  eleven  children:   Leonard,  Moroni,  Elvin, 
William,  Alma  Herschel,  Lee,  Evan,  Marietta,  deceased;  Emily,  de- 
ceased; and  Mary.   Several  of  Mecham' s  relatives  live  around  Firth, 
but  only  one  brother,  Lee,  is  still  here. 

A.  HERSCHEL  MECHAM  AND  ELLEN  M.  ANDERSON 

Ellen  and  Herschel  were  married  in  1926.   Ellen  was  from  Go- 
shen.  Both  were  active  in  church  and  community  projects  while  at 
Firth.   Herschel  was  in  the  bishopric  of  the  Firth  Ward  from  1938- 
1951,  with  Bishop  Stanley  Dye.   He  had  served  before  with  Bishop 
Hammy.   Herschel  served  in  many  other  positions,  including  twenty- 
two  years  in  scouting.   Ellen  worked  as  M.I. A.  President  and  in 
musical  circles  all  her  life.   She  helped  in  every  organization  in 
Firth.   Ellen  and  Herschel  served  as  temple  officiators  for  nine 
years.   Ellen  died  in  1960. 

The  Mecham' s  four  children  are:   Alieen  Lyon,  Shirley  Bridges, 
Lanada  Creezee  and  their  only  son,  Verjean  is  deceased.   Shirley 
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lives  in  Shelley;  Alieen  and  Lanada  live  at  Firth  and  the  two  sis- 
ters operate  a  Catering  Service  that  is  quite  successful.   All  of 
the  children  married  in  the  church  and  were  graduates  of  Firth 
High  School, 

In  1962,  Herschel  married  Edna  Hacking,  formerly  of  Firth. 
Herschel  and  Edna  are  still  working  as  temple  officiators.   Edna 
was  the  wife  of  Leonard  Hacking  who  operated  the  Implement  Company 
at  Firth.   Leonard  passed  away  while  at  Firth.   Herschel  and  Edna 
live  in  Idaho  Falls. 

ALBERT  HANNY,  SR.  (HAENNI)  AND  ALICE  FRANCIS  HAMMON 

The  older  Hannys  came  to  Idaho  real  early  and  settled  for  a 
time  at  Wilford,  in  1887,  where  he  homesteaded  one  hundred  sixty 
acres  in  Freemont  County.   Albert  was  born  in  Switzerland,  the  son 
of  Christine  and  Amon  Forster  Hanny.   Albert  came  to  Provo  Valley 
as  a  child.   His  mother  had  died  and  he  sought  employment  wherever 
he  could.   When  a  young  man,  he  accompanied  a  group  that  made  a 
trip  to  Salmon.   They  were  surrounded  by  hostile  Indians.   One  man 
waded  the  river  to  get  help.   The  company  escaped  unharmed.   Al- 
bert found  employment  in  a  lumber  mill.   He  also  carried  mail  from 
Custer  to  Bonanza  City  through  snow,  which  he  knew  much  of  as  a 
child. 

Later,  Albert  returned  to  Provo  and  went  to  Freemont  County 
with  his  father,  but  before  going,  Albert  had  worked  with  Joe 
Skeltons  freighters,  where  he  cared  for  the  oxen  and  wagons  as 
they  freighted  from  Blackfoot  to  Challis ,  Idaho. 

While  at  Wilford,  Albert  met  and  married  Alice  Francis  Hammon. 
They  had  seven  children:   Polly,  Isabel,  Albert  Frank,  Vilate, 
Christian,  Heber  and  David.   In  1903-1905,  the  Hannys  lived  at 
Basalt.   Albert  went  on  a  mission  to  Switzerland.   The  Hannys 
lived  in  the  tall  green  house  north  of  Tina  Berg's  old  home.   El- 
lsworths are  living  there  now. 

ELIJAH  FREEMAN  AND  MARY  ELLEN  FARLEY 

Elijah,  with  his  parents,  Elijah  Norman  Freeman  and  Mary  Bing- 
ham, were  with  the  saints  when  they  were  driven  from  Illinois. 
They  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  Valley  in  September,  1847.   The  Freemans 
came  to  the  Snake  River  Valley  with  other  families  in  1906.   He, 
Elijah,  became  Patriarch  of  the  Blackfoot  Stake  in  1912.   His  wife, 
Mary,  was  Stake  President  of  the  Relief  Society  for  fourteen  years 
after  the  stake  was  divided.   Elijah  had  also  been  a  Patriarch  at 
Salt  Lake  before  they  came  here. 

Elijah,  Jr.,  and  Mary  came  from  Saint  Johns,  Arizona  with  all 
their  earthly  possessions.   They  drove  through  in  three  wagons,  in 
three  months  time.   They  arrived  in  Basalt  in  November,  1906.   At 
first,  a  house  was  rented.   In  1907,  lots  were  bought  in  Basalt  and 
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a  home  built  on  the  corner  across  from  the  old  Joseph  Dye  home. 
This  house  is  where  Smiths  live  today.   'No  Fear'  Davis  gave  them 
their  winter  potatoes  the  first  year. 

Lorin  was  a  young  man  about  marriageable  age  at  this  time. 
He  had  been  in  Basalt  three  years  and  he  married  Emma  E.  Crofts  in 
1909c   (Their  story  is  under  the  Custodian  section.) 

CHARLES  C.  BAILEY  AND  RHODA  KINNEY 

Charles  and  Rhoda  came  from  Oakley,  Idaho,  to  Basalt  in  1904. 
Their  children  were:   Jess,  Riley,  Ruel,  Fallow,  Marie,  Thelma, 
Esther,  Mae  and  Phyllis. 

The  Baileys  bought  a  place  two  miles  north  and  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  east  of  Basalt.   The  three  older  boys  rode  in  a  school 
wagon  drawn  by  horses  to  Basalt  School.   The  Bailey  children  at- 
tended high  school  in  Shelley.   In  1934,  Wayne  Esplin  bought  the 
Bailey  place. 

Corgetelli  lived  west  of  Baileys,  where  Youngs  now  reside. 
Patchins  lived  on  the  corner  east,  where  Earl  Tew  lives  and  Mc 
Brides  lived  east  and  south.   Charles  and  Rhoda  have  both  passed 
on. 

HEBER  LOWELL  LANDON  AND  MINNIE  J.  GARDNER 

Heber  used  his  homestead  right  in  Portage,  where  he  took 
out  a  claim  for  two  hundred  sixty  acres.   Heber' s  parents  were 
Porter  and  Elizabeth  Landon.   He  was  the  last  of  ten  children. 
He  filled  a  mission  to  the  Washakie  Indians.   Heber  married  Min- 
nie Gardner  in  1907,  in  Logan,  Utah.   Both  of  them  had  received 
their  education  in  Portage,  Utah. 

In  1917,  the  Landons  came  to  Basalt  and  bought  from  Nelson 
Arave,  the  old  Thomas  Dye  home  built  by  Aaron  Croney.   Only  two 
of  the  seven  of  Landon 's  children  came  to  Idaho  -  Vessie  Barrows 
and  Mae  Bateman. 

Heber  played  the  harmonica  and  lived  music.   Heber  and  Minnie 
worked  on  their  yard  when  they  were  able. 

Heber  was  Town  Marshall  in  Basalt  in  1924.   When  there  was 
any  team  work  to  do  on  ditches,  Heber  was  there  with  his  team. 
He  worked  as  a  fireman  on  the  train,  the  first  one  going  from  Salt 
Lake  to  Wendover,  Nevada.   He  worked  as  a  geologist  for  the  gov- 
ernment seeking  ore.   Heber  carried  mail  on  horseback  from  Logan 
to  Garden  City,  Nevada  -  a  fourteen  to  sixteen  hour  route.   The 
Landons  helped  with  the  construction  of  the  American  Falls  Dam. 

The  Landons  went  to  Vancouver,  Washington,  for  a  few  years 
where  Heber  worked  for  Kaiser-Frazier  in  the  ship  yards,  then  they 
returned  to  Basalt .   Heber  passed  away  in  1962  and  Minnie  in  1968. 
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Their  daughter,  Mae  Bateman  lives  in  their  old  home. 

SAMUEL  HENRY  DAVIS  AND  MAY  LAVILLA  RICE 

Samuel  was  the  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Hammon  Davis  of 
Hooper,  Utah.   The  George  Davis'  had  moved  to  Wilford,  then  to 
Thomas  and  finally  to  Basalt  in  1912. 

The  Davis',  Samuel  and  Lavilla  lived  in  a  log  house  across 
the  Cedar  Point  Canal  north  of  Hyrum  Crofts,  now  Esplins  place. 
The  next  year,  Samuel  bought  a  farm  across  the  Sand  Creek,  on  the 
Goshen  Highway,  where  Ockermans  live.   Samuel  farmed  and  cared  for 
his  neighbors.   Samuel  and  his  brothers,  Hyrum  and  John,  both 
bachelors,  owned  a  herd  of  sheep  and  a  tract  of  land  they  had  home- 
steaded  on  Miner  Creek.   The  bachelor  brothers  lived  with  Samuel 
in  the  winter  and  helped  with  the  lambing  and  milked  the  cows. 
These  Davis  boys  never  made  a  big  splash  in  life,  but  they  were 
quiet,  honest  and  hard  workers,  and  were  kind  to  all  folks. 

Firth  was  holding  high  school  in  the  Ramsey  Building  when 
Davis'  lived  on  Sand  Creek,  (1912) »   Three  of  the  children,  Joe, 
Loreen  and  Ina  attended  this  high  school. 

During  the  depression  years,  Samuel  had  borrowed  money  to  buy 
land  when  prices  were  slashed,  he  lost  his  home.   He  had  an  auto- 
mobile accident  and  his  daughter,  Althea  was  killed.   Sam  and  May 
Lavilla  raised  her  three  children. 

Sam  was  crippled  and  died  with  cancer  of  the  lungs  in  1950, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-eight .   The  family  had  moved  to  Hammett. 
The  mother,  Lavilla,  died  ten  years  later,  1960,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three.   The  Samuel  Davis  children  are:   Charles  Henry,  mar- 
ried Leila  Miles  and  Mary  Jackson;  Joseph  William,  married  Mil- 
dred G.  Dial;  Lorren  Byrum,  killed  while  building  the  Basalt  sch- 
ool house;  Ina  May  Humphreys  lives  at  Hammett,  a  cook  for  twenty 
years  at  Mountain  Home,  Idaho.   Althea  Grace  married  Orren  Hum- 
phries.  Althea  was  killed  in  a  car  accident.   George  married  Doris 
D.  Hill  in  1933;  Cecil  Glenn,  married  Polly  May  Hill;  Hazel  mar- 
ried Robert  L.  Gleed. 

VERNON  OLSON  AND  MYRTLE  MILLER 

The  Olson  family  came  from  Hyrum,  Utah,  about  1912.   They  pur- 
chased a  farm  south  of  Firth,  near  Lloyd  Bolanders.   While  here, 
their  little  girl,  Verona,  passed  away.   About  1920,  they  moved  to 
Basalt.   Myrtle  and  Vernon  lived  in  a  little  frame  house  across 
the  street  east  from  Aldie  Pikes „   Frank  Bailey  built  a  brick  home 
there  later.   Myrtle  served  on  the  Sunday  School  Stake  Board  the 
same  time  as  Elizabeth  Armstrong  was  a  Counselor  in  the  Relief  Soc- 
iety.  She  served  in  all  the  auxiliaries.   Myrtle  did  much  practical 
nursing  anywhere  she  was  needed. 
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In  1920-1921,  the  Olsons  homes teaded  on  Spring  Creek  in  the 
mountains.   In  1926,  they  moved  out  to  Salmon  for  six  years.   At 
Salmon  the  Olsons  were  in  all  organizations  and  were  assets  to  the 
ward.   About  1932,  the  Olsons  returned  to  Hyrum,  Utah,  but  only 
for  a  few  years.   They  owned  their  little  home  in  Basalt  and  re- 
turned to  it  in  1935. 

Vernon  was  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Town  Board  the  next 
few  years.   In  1936,  he  helped  get  the  water  system  in  Basalt. 
Vernon  had  been  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  M.I. A.  Superin- 
tendent during  his  life. 

The  Olsons  had  four  girls,  three  are  living,  Aloy  Jensen,  Ba- 
salt, Vauna  Prestwich,  Basalt,  and  Fayma  Griggs  in  northern  Idaho. 

After  Myrtle  passed  away,  Vernon  married  Leora  Williams  of 
Ammon.   He  and  Leora  were  missionaries  of  the  Information  Center 
at  the  L.D.S.  Temple.   They  lived  in  Ammon.   Vernon  died  in  1969. 

PHILLIP  JAMES  PASKETT  AND  GENE  MCCURDY 

Phillip,  from  Utah,  met  Gena  McCurdy,  from  Ovid,  Idaho,  at 
the  Idaho  State  Fair  in  Blackfoot.   This  was  incentive  for  him  to 
further  his  education,  which  he  did  at  Brigham  Young  University, 
under  Carl  G.  Maeser.   The  family  began  while  living  on  a  farm 
west  of  Sand  Creek,  on  Goshen  Highway.   The  Pasketts  moved  to  the 
Edwards  homestead  east  of  Basalt  where  Andy  Johnson  lives.   Phil- 
lip farmed  this  place.   While  here,  he  was  put  in  Bishop  of  the 
Basalt  Ward.   In  1924,  the  Pasketts  bought  the  Reuben  Jensen  home, 
the  big  rock  house  north  of  the  church.   George  Albert  Smith 
stayed  with  the  Pasketts  on  one  of  his  visits  to  the  ward.   Mil- 
dred commented  that  the  24th  of  July  in  Basalt  was  something  very 
special.   It  started  with  a  blast  of  dynamite,  races,  games  and 
many  fun  things  happened  all  day.   Barrels  of  lemonade  and  homemade 
ice  cream  were  always  there. 

Phil  was  Bishop  for  four  years,  1924-1928.   He  and  Gena  worked 
in  most  of  the  organizations.   In  1936,  Pasketts  moved  into  the 
Charles  McCurdy  home  in  Firth  where  they  took  care  of  Gena's  mother, 
Laura  McCurdy,  until  her  death  in  1939.   Pasketts  bought  the  whole 
block  where  Ella  Tschicof  lives,  they  raised  berries  and  hay. 
They  later  sold  the  land  for  housing. 

Phil  was  Marshall  of  the  town  of  Firth  for  a  few  years.   He 
planted  some  cedars  and  hauled  gravel  on  the  streets  with  his  team 
and  wagon.   It  made  a  great  improvement  to  Firth. 

During  the  war,  Phil  and  Gena  moved  to  Pocatello  where  he 
worked  on  the  railroad  until  1946,  when  his  health  failed  and  the 
Pasketts  moved  back  to  Firth.   The  Pasketts  passed  away  just  four 
days  apart.   Gena  died  March  8,  1968  at  the  age  of  82.   Phil  died 
March  12,  1968,  at  the  age  of  89. 
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The  Pasketts  children  are:   Pearl  (deceased),  Raymond,  (died 
at  age  16),  Curtis  filled  a  mission.   His  first  wife  was  Lucie 
Bennet  of  Burieyo   They  had  four  children.   His  second  marriage 
was  to  June  Hutchinson.   Curtis  was  on  the  all-state  basketball 
team  and  is  a  Bishop  in  Burley.   Clifford  William  married  Inez 
Johnson  of  Basalt.   They  have  two  boys  and  live  in  Ashton.   Twin 
girls,  Delia  and  Stella  -  Delia  married  Henry  E.  Malcalm  of  Shel- 
ley, they  have  five  sons;  Stella  married  Lloyd  A.  Case  of  Poca- 
tello   They  have  three  children  and  lived  in  Oregon.   They  now 
live  in  Idaho  Falls  and  she  is   a  cook  at  the  L.D.S.  Temple. 
Mildred  Vivian  married  Hyrum  Mecham  of  Firth.   They  have  five 
children,   Willard  married  Louise  Jones  of  Saint  Anthony,  Idaho. 
They  have  three  children.   Stella  remembers  when  Gushwa  was 
driving  the  school  bus  and  a  train  hit  the  bus  on  the  crossing. 
It  tore  the  bumper  off  the  bus.   No  one  was  injured,  but  all 
were  shook  up. 

ARNOLD  BACKLUND  AND  ILA  SMITH 

Ila  was  raised  in  Shelley,  the  daughter  of  the  deceased 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Smith.   She  was  a  Shelley  High  School  grad- 
uate=>   Ila  has  been  secretary  of  several  organizations,  both 
church  and  community.   Her  work  is  very  accurate  and  neat. 

Arnold  and  his  family  were  around  New  Sweden  previous  to 
coming  to  Firth. 

After  Arnold  and  Ila  were  married  and  launching  their  own 
ship,  they  bought  part  of  Ernest  Sundquist's  homestead  in  1943. 
A  modern,  brick  home  has  been  built  by  Backlunds.   Arnold  and  Ila 
have  been  public  workers.   Arnold  was  Director  of  the  School 
Board,  on  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  new  church  at  Firth, 
Farm  Bureau  President  and  in  numerous  other  positions.   Ila 
served  as  Stake  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  for  ten  years. 
She  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  in  many  other  posi- 
tions . 

Arnold  and  Ila  were  charter  members  of  Challenge  and  Presi- 
dent of  Riverview  PT.Ac 

The  Backlunds  two  children  have  made  good  names  for  them- 
selves.  Annette,  was  President  of  Lund  Hall  at  Utah  State  Uni- 
versity c   She  is  a  college  graduate  and  a  teacher.   She  is  married 
to  Lynn  Elison  of  Logan.   They  have  three  children.   Maurice  is 
a  college  graduate  and  married  to  Carol  Ostegar.   He  teaches  at 
Snake  River  High  School.   They  have  three  children.   Maurice  fil- 
led a  mission  to  Sweden  in  1965. 

IRENE  EATON  GIBBS  AND  CLYDE  EATON 

Irene's  first  husband  and  father  of  her  children  was  Clyde 
Eaton,  son  of  Lewis  and  Sina  Cook  EAton.   Eatons  came  from  Vernal, 
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Utah,  in  1924.   Lewis  and  Sina  had  five  children  when  Sina,  the 
mother  died.   Lewis  married  Cora  Lords.   The  Eatons  bought  eighty 
acres  from  Jack  Fowler  on  crop  payment. 

Clyde  came  in  1927-1928  and  married  Irene  Frank.   They  bought 
a  farm  east  of  Basalt.   They  became  active  in  the  church  in  1937. 
In  1943,  Clyde  was  counselor  to  Austin  Brown  in  the  Basalt  Bishop- 
ric.  He  served  there  until  1947.   He  also  served  as  Assistant 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  Senior  Aaronics.   Clyde  and  Irene 
were  in  numerous  positions.   Irene  was  Relief  Society  President, 
Counselor,  and  Sunday  School  Teacher.   She  was  in  Stake  Relief 
Society  many  years.   Several  girls  came  to  bless  their  home,  but 
not  one  boy. 

The  Eatons  really  enjoyed  their  sons-in-law.   The  girls  are: 
Idonna  Ockerman,  her  husband  Vern  works  for  Aerojet  Nuclear  Com- 
pany, and  they  live  in  Firth.   Doris  Gentillion  married  a  farmer 
and  they  also  live  in  Firth.   Joyce  Ruiger  also  married  a  man  who 
works  for  theA.E.C.  and  they  live  in  Nautilus,  Colorado.   Afton 
Reeder  married  a  railroad  clerk  and  photographer.   They  live  in 
Idaho  Falls,  Idaho.   Sharon  Bradley's  husband  works  for  the  A.E.C. 
and  they  live  in  Shelley.   Sharon's  husband  was  the  Chief  on  the 
submarine  Simon  Boulevard.   Clydene  Collett  is  married  to  an  air- 
port operator  and  Barbara  Jensen  is  married  to  a  farmer  and  cus- 
todian for  Goodsell  Elementary. 

The  girls  all  married  good  husbands  and  attended  schools  in 
Basalt  and  Firth.   Clydene  and  Irene  have  36  grandchildren  and 
4  great  grandchildren.   Clyde  died  in  1964,  and  Irene  filled  a 
mission  to  Southern  States.   In  1967,  she  married  Harding  Gibbs. 
The  following  is  Irene's  own  story: 

"I  was  about  thirteen  when  I  first  heard  of  the  village  of 
Basalt.   My  parents,  at  that  time,  were  living  in  the  Dehlin  area 
where  they  were  'dry  farming'  and  there  were  several  families 
who  lived  there  during  the  summer  months.   Among  them  was  a  fam- 
ily by  the  name  of  Johnson.   It  was  through  their  teenage  boys 
that  I  first  heard  of  Basalt,  which  was  their  hometown.   Their 
descriptive  picture  of  fun  people  and  the  good  life  in  general 
made  Basalt  the  hub  of  all  romance  in  my  youthful  mind's  eye. 
But,  within  a  short  time  'hard  times'  drove  the  dry  farmers  to 
the  valley.   So,  from  thirteen  to  twenty  years  Basalt  was  en- 
tirely forgotten  which  it  continued  to  be  more  or  less  even 
though  it  was  the  first  ward  Clyde  Eaton  and  I  lived  in  after  our 
marriage  in  April,  1928.   With  the  exception  of  one  year,  we  lived 
in  the  Basalt  Ward  all  of  our  married  life.   We  were  not  active 
members  of  the  church,  so  it  was  not  until  our  children  were  old 
enough  for  school  that  we  became  interested  in  the  village.  About 
this  time,  Clyde  was  asked  to  drive  the  school  sleigh.   He  was  a 
good  horseman  and  owned  one  of  the  best  teams  in  the  area.   Those 
were  the  days  when  the  roads  stayed  blocked  with  snow  until  it 
thawed  away  in  late  spring.   This  job  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 

137 


become  better  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  community. 

We  had  been  visited  by  the  Ward  Teachers,  Relief  Society 
Teachers  and  other  ward  members  who  invited  us  to  attend  church, 
but  Sunday  was  just  another  day  to  the  Eatons  at  that  time. 

Since  I  am  a  firm  believer  that  there  is  a  'right  time'  for 
everything,  that  'right  time'  did  arrive  when  Bishop  Frank  Christ- 
ensen  and  Merlin  Jensen,  who  was  his  counselor  and  our  neighbor, 
told  Clyde,  'we  will  never  call  on  you  to  do  anything  until  you 
are  ready  if  you  will  just  come  to  church.' 

Keeping  their  promise,  little  by  little,  step  by  step,  Clyde 
became  an  active  member  with  a  strong  testimony  of  the  gospel  in 
his  heart.   He  filled  many  positions  in  the  ward  which  included 
being  a  counselor  to  Bishop  Austin  Brown.   He  served  in  the  Sun- 
day School  Supermtendency ,  Genealogy  Leader,  and  other  offices. 
He  also  served  twelve  years  on  the  school  board. 

We  raised  our  family  of  seven  daughters  in  the  Basalt  Ward, 
and  in  our  hearts  we  felt  grateful  that  we  lived  in  such  a  choice 
place  where  each  one  was  given  the  opportunity  to  take  part,  to 
develop  and  grow. 

Clyde  was  a  farmer.   We  eventually  purchased  a  small  farm 
known  as  the  old  Olson  place.   The  abstract  shows  that  this  little 
farm  had  been  purchased  by  several  parties  since  nineteen  hundred, 
but  it  does  not  say  who  homes teaded  it. 

After  the  First  World  War,  it  had  become  the  victim  of  mort- 
gages and  forclosures.   Thus,  there  had  been  no  improvements.   To 
the  original  log  and  dirt  roofed,  one  room  had  been  added,  two 
lean-to  rooms  -  no  doubt  at  different  times.   It's  only  virtue 
was  that,  with  a  little  ingenuity,  it  was  fairly  cozy  inside. 
Eventually,  we  put  a  pleasant  little  home  on  the  place  and  I  ac- 
quired the  deed  for  our  little  farm  a  few  months  after  Clyde  pas- 
sed away  in  August,  1961,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

Space  will  not  permit  me  to  detail  my  life  story  which  has 
been  'just  average'  and  since  we  do  not  live  in  a  world  of  inac- 
tivity, I  have  found  myself  saying,  'if  the  next  ten  years  can  be 
as  rewarding  as  the  past  ten  I  am  looking  forward  to  it'.   I  con- 
tribute a  great  amount  of  this  satisfaction  to  my  being  among  the 
wonderfully  good  people  in  the  Basalt  community* 

I  am  not  seeing  it  with  the  imaginative  eyes  of  a  romantic 
thirteen  year  old,  but  with  the  depth  of  love  for  those  whose 
lives  have  touched  mine  in  so  many  ways.   I  believe  that  if  one 
half  tries  to  do  their  best  with  this  life,  it  will  fall  into 
the  pattern  for  which  it  was  meant „ 

After  nearly  five  years  of  widowhood,  I  married  Harding  Gibbs 
We  have  had  four  of  the  very  best  years  together.   God  willing,  we 
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hope  for  many  more."5 

WILLIAM  E.  SPEAS  AND  VIOLET  E.  HAMMER 

George  and  Elenora  Hammer,  the  Taysoms  and  Speas,  Wiley  E., 
and  Rosauelle  Bishop,  were  early  homesteaders  and  settlers  at 
Woodville.   William  and  Violet  attended  schools  at  Woodville  and 
Virginia,  Idaho.   William  served  on  the  School  Board  at  Taysom. 
He  drive  four  head  of  horses  at  work  on  the  Great  Western  Canal. 
He  was  canal  rider  for  two  years .   He  worked  as  a  farmer  and  del- 
ivery man.   William's  hobby  is  cross  word  puzzles.   Violet  collects 
salt  shakers  and  raises  flowers. 

The  Speas  came  to  Basalt  from  Jameston  in  1964.   They  bought 
the  old  Andrew  Johnson  home.   Their  children  are:   Gene,  a  cook  by 
trade,  but  has  a  small  farm  where  he  has  a  four  horned  sheep; 
Unice  Barnard;  Lena  Clark;  Lewis,  her  twin  married  a  Kirkbridge 
and  he  has  dairy  cows;  Billie  married  a  Clapp  girl;  and,  Thora 
Parkinson. 

William  was  in  World  War  I;  Gene  in  World  War  II. 
PETER  MARCUS  CHRISTENSEN  AND  ANNA 

Peter  and  Anna  homesteaded  the  farm  where  Frank  Bailey  lives, 
west  of  Gunnarsons.   Peter  came  from  Denmark  to  Washington  state. 
He  worked  in  Washington  before  coming  to  the  Snake  River  Valley  in 
1910.   Their  three  children  are:   Michael,  Arnold  and  Agnus.   The 
two  boys  attended  Riverview  school.   Agnus  was  not  well,  so  stayed 
with  her  mother. 

After  Marcus  died  and  Isador  Gentillon's  wife  had  passed  away, 
Anna  and  Agnus  lived  with  Isadore  and  his  boys,  Albert  and  Emil 
and  kept  house  for  them  until  Albert  was  married. 

HENRY  MEINA  AND  LAURA  HACKMAN 

Henry  and  Laura  came  from  Idaho  Falls  to  West  Firth  in  1941. 
The  Meina's  home  is  west  of  the  paved  road  on  the  West  Side  -  al- 
most due  west  of  Albert  Gentillons.   It  is  part  of  the  Peter  Christ- 
ensen  homestead.   Henry  bought  the  farm  about  1940-1941. 

The  three  children  attended  school  at  Riverview  and  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School.   Their  names  are:   Carol,  who  is  married  to 
Winston  Warr,  attended  two  years  of  college,  and  at  present  lives 
in  Seattle,  Washington. 

Vearl,  married  Caroline  Moyer  of  Shelley.   Verl  has  worked  for 
R.  T.  French  for  four  years  and  has  two  children.  Warren  is  at 
home  with  Henry  and  they  operate  the  farm  and  batch  alone.   Laura 
died  in  1968. 

Henry  served  on  the  Riverview  School  Board  and  was  Treasurer 
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of  the  Bethel  Lutheran  Church  in  Firth.   Warren  is  Treasurer  to- 
day.  Meinas  raise  hay,  potatoes,  grain  and  beef  stock. 

HANS  C.  GREGORSEN  AND  ANNA  MARIE  ANDERSEN 

Hans  and  Anna  were  converts  to  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-Day  Saints  in  Denmark,  but  did  come  to  this  country  at  dif- 
ferent times.   Hans  came  to  Hyrum,  Utah  in  1879,  and  Anna  came  to 
Logan,  Utah,  with  some  friends.   The  two  young  people  were  married 
in  1887  and  lived  in  Hyrum  for  a  few  years.   When  they  first  came 
to  Idaho,  they  lived  at  Tilden  -  a  small  community  that  is  under 
water  of  the  American  Falls  Reservoir  now. 

In  1907,  the  Gregorsens  moved  to  Basalt  and  bought  some  lots 
and  built  a  house  on  them.   This  was  north  of  Ed  Nelson's  place. 
Hans  farmed  one  mile  east  of  Basalt  on  Sand  Creek.   He  and  Anna 
raised  their  family  in  Basalt. 

Hans  went  on  a  mission  to  the  Southern  States  in  1912-1914. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  a  carpenter.   He  helped  build  the  round  house 
for  the  railroad  in  Pocatello.   Hans  and  Anna  had  four  sons  and 
four  daughters:   Emily,  Alice,  Eva  Marie  and  Merrill  live  in  this 
area. 

MERRILL  AND  IDA  GREGORSEN 

Merrill  went  on  a  mission  to  Denmark  in  1929-1931.   He  was  a 
counselor  to  Frank  Christensen  in  Basalt  Bishopric  in  1933-1943. 
Merrill  played  the  violin  beautifully.   Merrill  and  his  family 
moved  to  Pocatello  in  the  tenth  ward.   He  later  was  in  the  thirty- 
first  ward  and  was  very  active  there.   Merrill  and  Ida  had  one  son 
and  three  daughters.   Ida  still  resides  in  Pocatello.   Merrill  is 
deceased. 

HENRY  AND  DOLPHIA  HJELM 

The  Hjelms  came  to  Riverview  from  Stanton,  northeast  of  Shel- 
ley in  1926.  Henry  had  served  in  training  at  Fort  Lewis,  Washing- 
ton, in  the  Army,  but  never  had  to  go  overseas. 

Dolphia  cooked  school  lunches  at  Riverview  for  three  years. 
The  Hjelms  had  five  children  who  attended  Riverview  school  and 
were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   They  lived  in  the  old  Burk- 
man  place,  north  of  the  Riverview  School. 

Their  children  are:   Rex,  who  was  in  the  Air  Force  in  World 
War  II,  in  France  and  lives  in  Couga  Park,  California;  Russell 
passed  away  with  scarlet  fever  while  at  Riverview;  Afton  attended 
Lutheran  College  at  Tacoma,  Washington,  where  she  lives  today; 
Henry  'Hank'  is  in  California;  Joan  married  Dee  Fielding  and  lives 
at  Shelley  where  she  works  for  Westinghouse  Electric  Corporation. 

Henry  and  Dolphia  lived  at  Riverview  for  twenty-seven  years 
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and  made  man/  friends.   They  were  charter  members  of  the  Idaho 
Potato  Growers  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   The  Hjelms  had  a  farm 
flock  of  sheep  and  did  diversified  farming,  grain,  potatoes,  hay 
and  stock. 

After  Henry's  death,  Dolphia  moved  to  Idaho  Falls,  where  she 
resides  today.   Emil  Beeleart  is  on  the  old  farm  today. 

ROLAND  MITCHELL  AND  THELMA  BAILEY 

Roland  was  the  son  of  John,  who  was  the  second  son  of  James 
and  Annie.   The  Mitchells  were  Scotch-Irish.   He  married  Thelma 
Bailey,  daughter  of  Jesse  Bailey  and  Mercy  Campbell  of  Ammon. 
Roland  and  Thelma  bought  a  farm  east  of  Basalt  in  1950,  just  south 
of  Phil  Hatley. 

The  Mitchell  children  attended  and  several  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School.   The  Mitchell  boys  were  industrious  like  their  fore- 
fathers and  excellent  farmers.   The  girls  werekind  mothers  and  im- 
maculate housekeepers. 

Roland  worked  on  the  roads  in  his  area.   He  was  a  farmer,  had 
milk  cows  and  sold  to  Challenge.   Cattle  were  raised  to  support  and 
increase  the  income. 

Thelma  and  Roland  liked  to  go  fishing.  Thelma  did  beautiful 
handiwork  and  probably  carried  some  along  so  she  could  accomplish 
something  when  the  fish  were  not  biting. 

Thelma  was  a  visiting  teacher  in  Basalt.   Roland  and  his  son, 
Derryl,  served  in  the  Army  for  Uncle  Sam.   Roland  in  1943-1945  and 
Derryl,  1965-1971.   Nine  children  blessed  the  Mitchells  home: 
Roland  J.,  Idaho  Falls;  Francis  Ardell,  at  Stolworthys;  Gery  Verle, 
deceased;  Shirley  Jean,  Richland,  Washington;  Jackie  Merrill,  Ba- 
salt; Mavane  Marlene,  Shelley;  Derryl  Vern,  Basalt;  Yolon  Valene, 
Idaho  Falls.   All  of  the  children  attended  Basalt  and  Firth  schools. 
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Mrs.  Marie  Jensen 


OUR  VALLEY  S  OLDEST  CENTENARIAN 


Most  of  the  valley  knows  Kirsten  Marie  Sorensen  Jensen  as  "Marie" 
or  "Grandma  Jensen."  Marie  was  only  five  years  old  when  she  crossed 
the  Atlantic  on  her  way  to  America  from  Denmark  with  her  parents. 

She  recalls  many  happy  days  spent  in  Orderville,  Utah.   Marie 
was  twelve  years  old  when  Elza  R.  Snow  came  to  Orderville  and  organi- 
zed the  primary.   Marie  was  the  assistant  secretary.   Two  years  later 
she  was  called  to  teach  Sunday  school  and  has  had  fifty-eight  years 
in  this  capacity  in  Utah  and  Idaho. 

In  1885,  Marie  married  Louis  Reuben  Jensen,  a  carpenter.   Louis 
built  a  six  room  house  for  the  family.   In  1897,  they  sold  the  home 
and  moved  to  Basalt,  Idaho.   That  winter  the  Snake  River  froze  over 
and  cedar  wood  was  hauled  from  the  lavas.   Basalt  could  not  have  been 
a  very  impressive  sight  as  Bishop  Inglestrom  encouraged  the  Jensens 
to  buy  up  lots  of  sage  brush  in  1900,  from  Stephen  Love,  which  he 
did.   In  1889,  Louis  and  Marie  owned  eighty  acres  north  and  east  of 
the  Basalt  townsite,  where  the  Armstrongs  live.   Their  house  was  al- 
most due  east  from  the  Basalt  Cemetery,  where  the  new  school  was  be- 
ing built  in  Basalt.   The  older  children  attended  school  in  the  yellow 
building  just  north  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   Cleminta  Esplin  taught  at 
this  school  in  1904-1905.   She  boarded  with  Marie  and  Louis  Jensen, 
just  one  fourth  of  a  mile  east  of  the  school  house  across  the  railroad 
track.   Louis  was  one  of  the  trustees.   Louis  filled  a  mission  to  the 
Southern  States  in  1898.   He  also  organized  and  directed  the  first 
band. 

When  Leonard  Cox  came  to  Idaho,  in  1897,  he  bought  the  old  King 
place  which  was  north  and  west  of  the  cemetery.   Leonard  Cox  and 
Louis  Jensen  were  good  friends. 

In  1905,  Louis  Jensen  traded  a  place  just  east  of  Esplins  and 
bought  up  several  acres  on  the  flat  where  the  town  was  being  built. 
He  built  his  family  a  modern,  spacious  home,  the  rock  house  across 
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the  street  from  the  church.   It  was  the  first  home  in  the  county  to 
have  a  bath.   A  tank  was  placed  upstairs,  which  made  pressure  to  fill 
the  bath  tub.   The  house  had  beautiful  lattice  trim  and  terraced 
yards,  where  trees  and  shrubs  nestled  the  house  to  the  earth. 

Louis  died  in  1909.   At  that  time,  he  was  a  counselor  to  Bishop 
William  Dye.   He  had  also  just  finished  supervising  the  building  of 
the  new  hall  for  the  ward. 

Three  of  the  Jensen  children  were  born  in  this  house  and  many 
other  babies  as  well.   Marie  was  really  a  practical  nurse,  for  sev- 
eral women  were  confined  in  this  home  and  remained  there  the  ten 
days  required. 

The  Jensens  loved  horses,  and  built  a  large  barn  near  the 
house. 

Marie  was  President  of  the  M.I. A.  in  1911,  and  bought  up  some 
extra  lots  for  the  church.   These  were  where  the  Morris  and  String- 
ham  homes  are.   A  granary  was  built  to  store  the  Relief  Society 
wheat.   The  grain  was  sold  during  Worla  War  I. 

When  Louis  died,  Marie  was  still  house  bound  with  her  eleventh 
child,  Beatrice,  and  was  unable  to  attend  the  funeral  services.   A 
son,  Doyle,  was  in  Germany  on  a  mission.   Ivan  was  in  college,  and 
Reed  was  drowned  shortly  after  in  a  watering  trough. 

Marie  assumed  the  task  of  getting  her  family  educated.   To  do 
this  she  would  move  to  Logan  and  take  the  family  with  her.   The  older 
children  would  attend  college  and  the  younger  ones  would  attend  the 
elementary  school. 

Marie  supported  five  of  her  children  while  they  were  in  the  mis- 
sion field.   Louis,  her  husband,  Ivan,  Doyle,  Hattie  and  Beatrice. 

While  she  was  accomplishing  this  herculean  task,  she  held  several 
responsible  positions  in  the  ward  and  stake.   Many  soldier  boys  left 
from  her  Sunday  School  Class  for  World  War  I.   She  was  the  second 
Stake  Primary  President  of  the  Shelley  Stake.   Marie  served  as  a 
visiting  teacher  until  past  her  nintieth  birthday. 

She  attended  the  first  Eastern  Idaho  State  Fair  that  was  held  in 
Blackfoot.   When  Marie  was  one  hundred  and  one  years  old  she  attended 
another  State  Fair  at  Blackfoot.   In  1927,  Marie  was  called  to  offici- 
ate in  the  Mesa  Temple,  where  she  lived  for  many  years. 

In  1938,  the  Jensens  bought  Jesse  Chipman's  place  in  the  field 
where  Wilhelms  live  today.   Philip  Paskett  had  purchased  the  big, 
rock  house  in  town.   The  Chipman  place  was  the  last  place  of  residence 
for  the  Jensens  in  Basalt.   Marie  bought  a  home  in  Shelley,  near  her 
son,  Ivan.   Hattie  lived  with  her  mother  and  they  spent  much  of  their 
time  in  Arizona. 

While  living  at  Shelley,  about  twenty  years  ago,  the  compiler, 
Miranda  Stringham,  spent  an  afternoon  at  the  Jensen  home  in  Shelley. 
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As  Marie  related  her  life  experiences  they  were  written  down.   The 
preceding  has  been  taken  from  Marie's  story. 

Louis  and  Marie  had  eleven  children,  two  of  which  were  buried 
in  Utah,  nine  were  living  in  1909. 1 

REUBEN  -  died  in  infancy. 

LOUIS  IVAN  JENSEN  -  1/20/88  to  9/27/61,  and  SARAH  ROSETTA  GRIFFITHS 
11/10/87  to  5/23/54. 

Louis  Ivan  Jensen  was  born  in  Orderville,  Utah,  January  20, 
1888,  the  son  of  Louis  Reuben  and  Kirs ten  Marie  Sorensen  Jensen.   He 
spent  his  early  youth  in  Southern  Utah  and  moved  with  his  father  and 
mother's  family,  settling  in  Basalt. 

It  was  in  Shelley,  where  he  met,  and  later  married,  Sarah  Rosetta 
Griffiths,  who  was  born  in  Adamsville,  Utah  on  November  10,  1887,  the 
daughter  of  James  Lloyd  and  Sarah  Ellen  Jones  Griffiths.   The  marriage 
took  place  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  L.D.S.  Temple. 

Both  L.  Ivan  and  "Zetta"  served  on  missions  for  their  church,  he 
in  the  Northern  States  and  she  in  the  Southern  States.   Ivan  com- 
pleted his  education  at  the  Chattanooga,  Tennessee  College  of  Law, 
here  he  graduated  Suma  Cum  Laude  in  1912.   It  was  just  prior  to  his 
graduation  that  their  first  child,  Louis  Ivan,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the 
mission  home.   Ivan  and  Zetta  and  Louis  returned  to  Idaho  during  the 
spring  of  1912,  and  he  was  elected  to  serve  as  Probate  Judge  in 
Blackfoot.   Their  second  child,  James  Earle,  was  born  there  in  1913. 
Following  his  tenure  in  office,  Ivan  entered  private  law  practice  in 
Shelley  and  was  active  until  his  death. 

Three  daughters  were  born  in  Shelley.   The  first,  Ellen  larie, 
was  born  October  17,  1916  and  died  January  15,  1917.   She  was  buried 
next  to  the  Basalt  Ward  Chapel.   Maurine  Jensen  Taggart  was  born 
December  5,  1917,  and  Eleanor  Rosetta  Jensen  Thornley  was  born  March 
28,  1921. 

Ivan  served  with  distinction  in  several  Shelley  Stake  and  Ward 
offices.   He  served  as  President  of  the  106th  Quorum  of  Seventy  and 
in  the  Stake  Superintendency  for  the  Y.M.I. A.   His  longest  tenure  of 
office  was  as  a  Stake  Clerk,  in  which  position  he  served  from  1928 
until  the  time  of  his  death.   Zetta  also  was  active,  all  her  life,  in 
church  activities.   She  served  her  Sunday  school  as  a  teacher  for  a 
great  many  years.   She  served  as  Counselor  in  the  Stake  Y.W.M.I.A., 
then  as  Stake  President.   She  completed  the  regular  L.D.S.  Seminary 
course  and  graduated  in  1934.   She  also  served  on  the  Stake  Sunday 
School  and  Relief  Society  Boards.2 

DOYLE  F.  -  RUTH  ZIMMERMAN 

Doyle  was  the  third  child  of  Louis  Reuben  and  Kirsten  Marie 
Jensen.   Doyle  filled  a  mission  to  Germany  from  1908-1910,  and  another 
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mission  to  California  from  1928-1930.   Doyle  graduated  from  the  Agri- 
cultural College  at  Logan.   He  attended  Ricks  College.   Doyle  married 
Ruth  Zimmerman  of  Lyman,  Idaho.   Doyle  and  Ruth  lived  in  his  Uncle 
Frank  Jensen's  place  across  from  the  Carl  Armstrongs,  the  home  where 
Mrs.  Ellsworth  lives.   It  was  built  by  Frank  Jensen.   Doyle  and  Ruth 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children:   Doyle  M.  ,  Jean,  Iris  (deceased), 
Laurel,  Garth  (deceased),  Janice,  Paul,  La  Preal,  Richard  and  Winston. 
The  Doyle  Jensens  moved  to  Salt  Lake,  then  to  Emmett  where  Doyle  met 
an  untimely  death  in  1945.   He  was  feeding  his  cattle  one  Sunday  morn- 
ing, just  run  out  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  climbed  on  the  stack  to  get 
some  hay.   The  hay  stack  slid,  knocked  him  down  and  broke  his  neck. 

CLINTON  JENSEN  -  ANNIE  BERG 

Clinton  Jensen  was  a  farmer.  Clinton  and  Annie  were  fortunate 
when  first  married.  They  lived  in  the  rock  house  which  belonged  to 
his  mother.  Marie  was  away  much  of  the  time  with  college  children. 
Clinton  did  some  dry  farming.  He  worked  for  the  Utah  Idaho  Sugar 
Company.  He  lived  in  Firth  then  moved  to  Montana,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed and  farmed  for  the  sugar  company  for  forty  years.  Clinton  was 
a  beet  and  stock  farmer.   He  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  1966. 

Annie  was  the  daughter  of  Hans  and  Tena  Berg.   She  was  raised 
and  schooled  at  Basalt.   Annie  remembers  attending  school  north  of 
the  cemetery  about  1903  or  1904.   She  attended  Ricks  College.   She 
loved  music  and  sewing.   Annie  still  resides  in  Montana  with  her 
children,  since  Clinton  died. 

Her  children  are:   Clinton  B.,  June,  Dean,  Wanda  Nelson,  Fon- 
tella,  JoAnn  Anderson,  Dawna  Lou  Romney.   Dawna  Lou  married  the  son 
of  Marian  D.  Romney  of  the  General  Authorities  of  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

RUBY  -  deceased. 

RULON  M.  JENSEN  -  MARY  ELLEN  SINGLETON 

Ellen  was  born  to  Charles  and  Nancy  Singleton  after  they  had 
built  their  new,  six  room  home  in  Wilford,  Idaho.   Ellen  and  her 
sisters  helped  clean  the  school  house  to  earn  their  Christmas  money. 

Her  father  owned  the  first  fringed  surrey  buggy  and  the  first 
white  top  buggy  in  Wilford.   He  drove  purebred  black  percheron  horses. 
It  was  a  picturesque  sight  to  see  the  fringed  buggy,  black  horses, 
men  in  blue  serge,  and  girls  in  white  embroidered  dresses,  the  mother 
in  black  silk  and  white  collar  on  their  way  to  church.   Ellen  had  two 
brothers  and  five  sisters. 

She  attended  school  in  Wilford.   A  teacher,  Mr.  Peck,  put  105% 
on  her  geography  paper,  which  made  her  father  very  proud. 

The  nearest  grocery  store,  until  about  the  turn  of  the  century, 
was  Roberts  or  Market  Lake.   The  trips  were  quite  an  occassion  and 
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they  usually  went  about  twice  a  year. 

The  Singletons  were  musically  talented  and  the  family  had  an 
orchestra  and  played  for  dances.   Ellen  played  the  bass  viol  or  cello 
and  organ.   She  and  her  sister,  Leora,  played  many  organ  and  piano 
duets.   The  girls  all  found  employment  at  the  pea  warehouse  in  St. 
Anthony. 

After  the  father  died,  the  Singletons  moved  to  Basalt.   When 
Ellen  was  15,  she  met  and  fell  in  love  with  Rulon  Jensen,  son  of 
Marie  and  Ruben  Jensen.   They  were  married  two  years  later.   Rulon 
built  a  home  just  a  block  east  of  the  big,  rock  Jensen  home.   They 
also  lived  on  the  Chipman  place,  where  Wilhelms  live  now. 

Rulon  helped  bring  his  father's  sheep  to  Idaho  from  Orderville, 
Utah.   It  took  four  months,  traveling  just  a  few  miles  each  day. 

The  Jensen  boys  cleared  much  land  while  their  father  filled  a 
mission  to  the  Southern  States  in  1898-1900.   The  Jensens  built  the 
large,  rock  house  across  from  the  Basalt  Store  and  homesteaded  in 
the  Wolverine  area. 

Reuben,  the  father,  died  when  Rulon  was  twelve,  in  1909.   When 
Rulon  finished  school  in  Basalt,  he  attended  Ricks  Academy  at  Rexburg 
and  Agricultural  College  at  Logan. 

Rulon  had  many  narrow  escapes  from  accidents,  but  completely  re- 
covered from  all  of  them.   He  was  a  good  farmer  and  father.   He  had  a 
large  barn  and  fine  horses.   He  liked  to  work  with  youth.   He  had 
been  Bishop  of  Basalt  Ward  barely  two  years  when  he  died  of  a  cere- 
bral hemorrhage  in  April,  1930.   Warren  Dye  and  Wilburn  Robinson  were 
his  counselors. 

Rulon  and  Ellen  were  charter  members  of  Challenge  and  Potato 
Growers.   Besides  farming,  Rulon  worked  on  the  railroad  grade  to  Go- 
shen and  the  county  road  between  Shelley  and  Basalt. 

Rulon  and  Ellen  acquired  a  home  of  their  own  by  purchasing 
Ellen's  mother's  home  after  she  died  and  here  they  raised  five  child- 
ren:  Verda  Daw,  Thain,  who  spent  time  in  the  Navy  Seebee's  and  was 
in  Hiroshima  when  the  allies  were  dropping  bombs  there;  Venice,  Merle 
married  Sharlene  Brown,  filled  a  mission;  spent  time  in  the  army  in 
Germany;  Ronald  married  Naida  Johnson  and  lives  in  his  mother's  old 
home.   He  spent  time  in  the  Navy  and  went  through  mechanical  school. 

Ellen  was  a  good  cook  and  homemaker,  and  her  home  was  always 
open  to  everyone.   One  24th  of  July  she  had  washed  her  children's 
best  clothes  and  hung  them  out  to  dry.   When  she  went  after  them  to 
get  her  children  ready,  they  were  gone.   Someone  had  stolen  them. 

Ellen  was  helping  Rulon  scald  pigs  for  butchering  when  a  handle 
on  the  bucket  broke  and  scalded  her  legs  terribly.   She  was  unable  to 
walk  for  weeks . 

Ellen  was  left  a  widow  at  twenty-nine  years  of  age.   Her  husband 
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and  a  daughter,  Venice,  died  within  six  weeks  time  and  Ellen  was  ex- 
pecting a  baby,  Ronald,  any  time.   She  was  left  alone  to  raise  her 
little  ones  and  finish  paying  for  the  farm,  as  Rulon  had  bought  the 
Singleton  farm,  where  Ronald  lives. 

She  milked  cows,  hoed  beets,  canned  and  raised  a  big  garden  for 
her  tiny  family.   Water  was  carried  from  the  canal  to  wash  with  and 
from  the  neighbors  well  for  drinking. 

Ellen's  brother,  Charles,  was  a  big  help  to  her,  and  lived  with 
them  until  his  death. 

Ellen  filled  a  mission  of  six  months  in  Houston,  Texas.  She  has 
been  Relief  Society  President  in  Basalt,  and  again  in  the  Fourth  Ward 
in  Idaho  Falls. 

She  was  Captain  of  the  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers  in  Idaho  Falls, 
besides  work  quilt  director  in  her  home  ward. 

Since  retiring,  she  has  taken  several  trips  to  see  and  learn 
about  many  places,  including  the  Pageant  at  Palmyra  and  Hawaii. 

She  lives  in  her  comfortable  home  on  Canal  Avenue  in  Idaho  Falls 
and  enjoys  the  beauties  of  life  and  her  many  friends. 

The  boys  service  record  will  be  under  'Wars'.4 
HATTIE  JENSEN  -  JUSTIN  BROWN  -  2GE0RGE  F.  PRICE 

Hattie  spent  but  a  few  years  in  Basalt  as  she  went  to  school 
wherever  the  boys  went  to  college.   Hattie  loved  music  and  could 
conduct  music.   She  filled  two  missions  for  the  L.D.S.  Church,  both 
to  the  Southern  States,  first  in  1920-1922,  then  in  1938-1940.   Hat- 
tie was  married  to  Austin  Brown  for  a  few  years.   She  lived  with  her 
mother  in  Shelley  and  Arizona.   Hattie  was  never  a  mother,  but  was 
devoted  to  her  own  mother.   George,  her  second  husband  passed  away 
then  she  would  take  her  mother  to  Arizona  for  the  winter,  then  bring 
her  back  to  Shelley  for  the  summers.   Hattie  took  nurses  training  at 
Seaside  Memorial  Hospital  in  Long  Beach,  California,  where  she  be- 
came a  R.  N.   While  at  Shelley  she  worked  with  Davis  Smith  and  Wen- 
dell Nielsen. ^ 

Hattie  died  of  a  stroke  while  at  Shelley. 

RAY  JENSEN  -  BERNIECE  PIXTON 

Ray  Jensen  was  in  real  estate  and  was  a  mail  carrier  in  Montana. 
He  attended  school  at  Basalt  part  of  his  time  and  at  Logan  for  the 
rest.   Ray  attended  college  at  Moscow,  where  he  majored  in  Mining. 
He  was  always  interested  in  minerals  and  mines.   He  has  spent  much 
time  assaying  rocks  to  find  content  of  minerals.   He  bought  a  mine, 
once,  supposing  it  to  be  uranium,  but  it  failed  to  develop  as  such. 
He  tried  farming  for  several  years  and  carried  mail  for  twenty-five 
years,  then  he  sold  his  farm  and  built  his  family  a  lovely  home  in 
Fairfield,  Montana.   He  sells  insurance  and  real  estate  and  has 
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passed  a  Brokers  Examination. 

Berniece  was  related  to  the  Pixtons  around  Firth  and  Shelley. 
Ray  and  Berniece  have  three  sons:   Boyd,  Cordell  and  David.   All  are 
married  and  live  in  Montana.   David  filled  a  mission. 

MINNIE  M.  JENSEN  -  CLIFFORD  D.  THORNTON 

Minnie  attended  the  elementary  school  in  town  where  the  brothers 
attended  college,  mainly  Logan,  Utah.   Minnie  lived  with  the  J.  Berk- 
ley Larsens  and  attended  school  at  the  Shelley  High  School.   She 
worked  in  the  laundry  at  Idaho  Falls.   Minnie  and  her  mother,  Marie, 
worked  for  many  years  together  in  order  to  pay  off  a  mortgage.   Both 
of  them  worked  at  the  same  laundry. 

Minnie  married  Clifford  Thornton  of  American  Fork,  Utah,  in  1924 
Minnie  and  Cliff  moved  to  Iona  where  they  have  resided  since  and 
raised  their  family.   Cliff  is  a  diversified  farmer. 

Minnie  recalls  the  first  airplane  she  ever  saw.   She  was  ten 
years  old.   The  school  was  closed  so  the  children  could  view  the 
plane,  everyone  could  hear  it  as  it  made  a  thundering  noise.   The 
first  car  she  remembers  belonged  to  Joseph  Dye. 

Minnie  and  Cliff  have  five  children:   Lucille  Rapp,  John  R. 
Thornton,  a  marine,  Larry  C,  missing  in  Viet  Nam,  Carolyn,  and  Rod- 
ney (deceased) . 

Reed  (Smoot)  Jensen  (deceased).   Reed  was  just  a  small  child 
when  Louis,  his  father  died.   Shortly  afterwards,  Reed  fell  into  a 
watering  trough  and  drowned.   Beatrice  was  the  baby  at  this  time.6 

VICTOR  MERRILL  -  BEATRICE  JENSEN 

Victor  came  from  around  Roosevelt,  Utah.   Mrs.  Merrill  and  her 
children  lived  with  the  Daniel  Olsens  for  a  time  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river  where  Stringham's  live.   The  children  worked  for  Daniel, 
he  had  a  large  farm  and  was  a  school  teacher. 

Beatrice  was  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Marie  Jensen.   She  met 
Victor  while  they  were  in  Basalt.   They  farmed  in  Basalt  until  Vic- 
tor opened  an  appliance  store  in  Shelley.   Later,  the  family  moved 
to  Blackfoot  where  Victor  was  a  dealer  in  cars  and  farm  machinery. 

Victor  was  a  member  of  Potato  Growers  and  Beet  Growers.  The 
Merrills  milked  cows  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge.  This  was  before 
going  to  Blackfoot. 

A  new  world  and  an  exciting  new  opportunity  opened  up  in  the 
Columbia  River  Basin  in  the  forties.   Victor's  mother  bought  land 
there  and  was  probably  instrumental  in  getting  her  son,  Victor,  to 
go  to  the  new  land. 

Victor  and  Beatrice  bought  land  in  one  place  and  were  very 
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dissatisfied,  so  they  sold  it  and  moved  across  the  community  and 
bought  other  land.   On  this  land  they  raised  beets,  hay  and  grain. 
Beatrice  even  drove  beet  trucks.   Victor  had  some  livestock,  too. 

The  virgin  soil,  just  broken  out  of  sagebrush  produced  abund- 
antly.  From  Beatrice's  letter,  the  Merrills  must  have  a  lovely 
home,  yard  and  a  productive  farm  in  Moses  Lake,  Washington. 

They  have  raised  nine  lovely  children:   Elaine  Roylance  at- 
tended BYU  on  a  scholarship,  was  a  cheerleader  two  years  and  now 
lives  in  Othello,  Washington.   Dallas  also  went  to  BYU  on  a  schol- 
arship and  received  his  Doctors  Degree  from  there  and  Southern 
California.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  and  at  present  is  a  writer 
and  lives  in  Maryland.   He  married  Karen  Dixon. 

Max  is  a  graduate  of  BYU,  filled  a  mission  to  France  and  lives 
in  Washington,  D.C.   Vickie  attended  BYU  three  years,  married  Paul 
Sampson  and  lives  in  Othello,  Washington. 

Dixie  graduated  on  the  honor  roll  from  BYU,  married  Ron  Thur- 
man  and  lives  in  Dallas,  Texas.   Mario  filled  a  mission  and  is  a 
sophomore  at  BYU.   Jean  is  also  in  the  same  class  at  the  same 
school.   Davis  is  a  freshman  at  the  church  owned  school. 

Beatrice  says  her  hobby  is  being  a  good  mother  and  grandmother, 
and  enjoying  her  beautiful  yard. 

A  happy  memory  by  Beatrice  Jensen  Merrill r  "I've  had  so  many 
happy  memories  connected  with  the  church  house.   It  was  across  the 
street  from  our  home  and  I  remember  looking  out  the  window  and 
watching  them  dance.   I'll  bet  Duff  Quinn  was  playing  the  piano. 
He  would  play  cords  with  someone  on  the  violin  and  they  had  a  good 
beat.   Our  dear  church  house  was  most  exciting  on  the  24th  of  July. 
I  doubt  if  anything  today  can  equal  it  in  fun  and  excitement.   I 
liked  to  sleep  outdoors  that  night  so  I  could  wake  real  early. 
I'd  get  dressed  in  my  best  and  walk  over  to  the  church  house,  but 
it  was  too  early  -  no  one  else  was  there  yet,  so  I  would  walk  home 
again.   It  was  so  hard  to  wait. 

A  patriotic  program  was  a  must.   It  seems  Brother  Criddle 
usually  gave  the  main,  long  talk.   I  didn't  know  just  what  it  was 
all  about,  but  it  sounded  very  important.   The  best  part  was  the  big 
barrel  of  lemonade.   During  the  program  a  glass  and  pitcher  was  pas- 
sed around.   Each  would  drink  from  the  same  glass.   Most  people 
would  bring  a  picnic  and  eat  under  the  trees  on  the  lawn. 

The  afternoon  sports  were  so  exciting.   There  were  often  horse 
races.   I  always  ran  in  the  children's  races  and  I  think  I  always 
won.   It  was  big  money  -  twenty-five  cents  and  what  it  couldn't  buy! 

There  was  always  a  ball  game  between  the  young  boys  and  the  old 
men.   And,  of  course,  a  dance  at  night.   The  next  day  I'd  go  over 
and  look  at  the  remains  -  pop  bottle  lids,  empty  upset  booths,  candy 
bar  wrappers  and  worn  down  grass.   It  was  all  so  lovely  and  sad."7 
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ALBERT  AND  ELIZABETH  NILS SON 


ALEERT  HJELM  FAMILY 


JEFF  AND  JESSE  DAVIS 


CHARLES  WHITE  FAMILY 


ERASTUS  FREEMAN 


DAUGHTERS  OF  UTAH  PIONEERS 


The  Daughters  of  the  Utah  Pioneers  was  organized  previous  to 
1958.  In  my  research  and  inquiry,  I  obtained  the  old  Minute  Book 
from  Ellen  Jensen,  who  had  been  asked  to  be  secretary.  No  meet- 
ings were  held  after  she  was  asked,  so  she  has  never  recorded  in 
it.  Apparently,  the  organization  did  not  function  quite  a  year, 
as  the  first  organized  meeting  was  in  August,  1946,  and  the  last 
one  in  June,  1947,  where  Ellen  Jensen  was  a  visitor. 

There  has  been  no  registration  numbers  recorded  in  the  note- 
book or  the  record  book,  but  a  record  is  found  of  the  women  paying 
their  dues.   From  all  indications,  the  money  was  used  to  buy  a 
record  book,  and  the  histories  were  not  sent  in  so  the  women  could 
be  recorded  as  registered  members. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  paid  dues:   Elva  Frand- 
sen,  Captain;  Evelyn  Leatham,  First  Vice  Captain;  Fontella  Benham, 
Second  Vice  Captain;  DeEsta  Howell,  Secretary;  Jennie  Twitchell, 
Registrar;  Ellen  Jensen,  Historian;  Betsy  Porter,  Chaplain;  Jennie 
Davenport,  Organist;  Thelma  Hoskins,  Parlimentarian;  Mary  A.  John- 
son, Lela  Wiseman,  Nettie  Kelsey,  Margaret  Thompson  and  Deloris 
Freeman  were  members. 

This  first  meeting  was  held  at  Elva  Frandsen's  home  in  August, 
1946,  Elva  Frandsen  presiding.   Singing,  "Love  at  Home";  prayer  by 
Mrs.  Bertha  Bowman  (Possibly  a  county  officer).   The  above  named 
officers  were  nominated  and  appointed. 

All  members  were  to  pay  one  dollar  when  they  join  and  their 
papers  cost  fifty  cents.   Send  the  registration  papers  to  Mrs. 
Rhoda  Hill,  Blackfoot,  Route  #3,  or  Bertha  Bowman,  444  North  Ash 
Street,  Blackfoot,  Idaho. 
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Marie  Jensen,  Rhoda  Bryant,  Dora  Johnson,  and  others  attended 
during  meetings,  but  were  not  enrolled. 

The  following  are  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  held,  as  taken 
from  a  notebook,  but  not  recorded  in  the  record  book:  meeting  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  Utah  Pioneers  held  at  the  home  of  Lela  Wise- 
man, June  13,  194 7 o   Elva  Frandsen  excused.   Evelyn  Leatham  pre- 
sided and  conducted.   Song,  "Beautiful  Zion  Built  Above";  prayer 
by  Mary  A.  Johnson.   Minutes  of  previous  meeting  read  and  approved. 
Poems  composed  by  Christina  Jensen  were  read  by  Delores  Freeman,  a 
daughter.   Talk  on  Orderville  by  Marie  Jensen,  a  visitor.   Dora 
Johnson  read  a  history  of  her  Grandmother  Hammond.   This  same 
woman  is  Elva  and  Ellen's  great  grandmother.   Those  present  were: 
Evelyn  Leatham,  Lela  Wiseman,  Mary  A.  Johnson,  Deloris  Freeman, 
Marie  Jensen,  Dora  Johnson  and  Ellen  Jensen.   The  last  three  were 
not  enrolled  members.   Lunch  was  served. 

During  the  December  13,  1946,  meeting  the  name,  "DeEsta"  was 
given  as  the  camp  name.  DeEsta  Call  Howell,  Secretary  and  member 
had  just  passed  away.* 

September  2,  1958,  the  North  Bingham  County  officers  met  in 
the  Firth  Chapel  after  Relief  Society  to  organize  the  Firth-Basalt 
D.U.P.   The  county  officers  present  were:   President,  Louie  Mil- 
lar, Lizzie  Christensen,  Voila  Petersen,  and  Secretary,  Crystal 
Gruvman.   The  new  organization's  nominations  were:   Mary  Ellen 
Thompson,  Stella  Lyons,  Lenna  Gibbs,  Aloy  Jensen  and  Blenda  Hone. 
Mary  Ellen  Thompson  was  Captain;  Stella  Lyons,  Vice  Captain;  Len- 
na Gibbs,  Music  Leader;  Velda  Brower,  Secretary;  Mary  Webb,  Treas- 
urer; Martha  Hacking,  Registrar;  Kate  Sorenson,  Historian.   There 
were  twelve  present. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  September  26,  1958,  at  the  home  of 
Estella  Lyons,  and  the  name  of  the  new  camp  was,  "Cedar  Point", 
named  after  the  first  canal  that  was  finished  in  the  area.   Captain, 
Mary  Ellen  Thompson,  presided.   It  was  agreed  to  have  the  meetings 
on  the  second  Friday  of  each  month. 

Many  times  the  meetings  were  not  well  attended,  but  the  little 
group  carried  on  and  the  lessons  were  presented  each  month.   Some  of 
the  older,  first  members,  Mary  Webb  and  Martha  Hacking  have  passed 
on.   Today,  there  are  eighteen  registered  members,  and  many  of  these 
have  written  histories  of  their  ancestors  and  sent  them  to  Salt  Lake. 

The  various  captains  have  served  one  or  two  terms  each:   Mary 
Ellen  Thompson,  Vera  Daines,  Stella  Lyons,  Miranda  Stringham.   In 
1969,  during  her  second  term,  Miranda  Stringham  impressed  upon  the 
group  that  the  purpose  of  the  D.U.P.  was  to  build  markers  and  pre- 
serve history.   In  19  70,  the  camp  was  aroused  to  new  interests. 
They  made  a  quilt,  the  proceeds  from  which  a  marker,  commemorating 
the  Cedar  Point  Canal  was  erected  and  dedicated,  in  August,  1970. 
At  the  same  time,  the  "History  of  the  Cedar  Point",  covering  the 
years  from  1883  to  1900,  was  compiled  and  edited  by  Captain  String- 
ham.  A  percentage  of  the  books  sold  by  the  camp  members  was  given 
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to  replenish  the  low  finances  of  the  camp. 

Captain  Stringham  asked  to  be  released  so  she  could  concentrate 
on  a  second  edition,  "Basalt-Firth  Since  1900".   This  is  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  fall  of  1971,  or  early  spring  of  1972. 

Mary  Ellen  Thompson  was  elected  Captain  for  the  third  time  in  May, 
1971.   She  had  served  four  years  previous.   Her  officers  are:   Vita 
Dye  and  Vessie  Barrows,  Vice  Captains;  Miranda  Stringham,  Historian; 
Velda  Brower,  Secretary;  Floreine  Carlson,  Music;  Kate  Sorenson,  Regi- 
strar; and,  Blanche  Mecham,  Chaplain.2 

MARY  ELLEN  CHRISTENSEN  THOMPSON 

Mary  Ellen  is  the  daughter  of  Christian  Christensen  (Danish)  and 
Sarah  Ellen  Batty  (English) .   Her  father  worked  in  the  Signal  Depart- 
ment of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  from  1922  thru  1931.   Mary  at- 
tended schools  in  Pocatello,  American  Falls,  and  graduated  from  high 
school  in  South  High,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Mary  came  back  to  Basalt  in  1948,  and  lived  with  her  sister, 
Lenna  Gibbs,  until  her  marriage.  She  and  Verna  Thompson  were  the 
first  Golden  Gleaners  in  Basalt  in  1949. 

Mary  married  Cyril  Hobert  Thompson,  son  of  Hobert  and  Margaret 
Thompson,  November  23,  1949,  in  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S.  Temple.   Cyril 
was  working  for  Smith  Chevrolet  in  Idaho  Falls.   Both  are  active 
members  of  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

They  bought  the  Oscar  and  Martha  Armstrong  place,  south  and  west 
of  the  Basalt  Chapel,  which  they  remodeled,  adding  a  fire  place  and 
extra  rooms.   Outside,  they  enjoy  their  different  fruit  trees  that 
produce  peaches,  pears,  and  a  variety  of  apples  and  plumbs. 

Two  girls  were  born  to  this  union.   Sheila  is  a  licensed  Cosmo- 
tologist.   She  has  won  many  trophies  for  her  skill.   She  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School.   At  present,  she  works  days  at  Idaho  Sup- 
reme, and  at  night  she  styles  people's  hair.   She  was  married  in  Nov- 
ember, 1971  to  Paul  Backlund. 

Pamela  was  Salutatorian  of  Firth  High  School  in  the  spring  of 
1971,  and  is  at  present,  a  student  at  Ricks  College  where  she  is  ex- 
celling in  her  studies. 

Mary  has  been  a  riveter  in  California;  a  School  Bus  Driver  for 
the  Firth  School  District,  worked  at  Idaho  Supreme,  drove  truck 
during  harvest,  was  Town  Clerk  for  Basalt,  and  just  recently  became 
a  substitute  Mail  Carrier  for  the  Firth  Rural  Route. 

Mary  Ellen  and  her  daughters  have  sweet  voices  and  have  sung 
many  times  in  public.   Both  girls  have  won  blue  ribbons  in  4-H,  and 
both  play  the  accordion. 

(Cyril's  story  found  in  Idaho  Supreme  section). 
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MARTHA  ELNORA  HACKING 

Martha  was  born  at  Kingston,  Utah,  the  fifth  child  of  eight, 
born  to  John  D.  and  Mary  Savage  Wilcox.   Her  father  crossed  the 
plains  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  18.   In  1857,  Mary  had  been  carried, 
as  a  baby,  along  the  same  route.   John  and  Mary  were  later  married. 

Martha's  son,  Kenneth,  writes  a  biography  of  his  mother  in  her 
book,  "Old  Fashioned  Rhymes",  published  some  time  before  her  demise. 
Quoting  from  Kenneth,  "The  Wilcox  family  were  farmers  and  ranchers, 
and  Martha  grew  up  under  primitive  conditions.   She  wore  homemade 
shoes  of  bull-hide,  knit  her  own  stockings,  and  made  her  own  clothes. 
Her  formal  schooling  was  in  a  one  room  log  house.   The  Wilcox  family 
was  congenial  and  happy  and  gave  much  to  music  and  singing." 

Martha  and  Minerva  Deuel  Campbell  (Miranda  Stringham's  mother) 
were  very  close  friends  and  were  raised  in  the  same  community  in 
Utah.   Martha  was  married  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  18  years,  to  Henry 
F.  Hacking.   They  lived  in  Cedar  Fort  until  1909,  when  they  moved 
to  Canada.   They  returned  to  Archer,  Idaho,  south  of  Rexburg,  and 
made  a  new  start. 

Ten  sons  and  a  daughter  were  born  to  Henry  and  Martha.   Three 
sons  died  in  infancy.   The  other  children  were:   Frank,  Leonard, 
Donald,  Marion,  Kenneth,  Thayne,  Bryce  and  Florence  May.   She  raised 
her  oldest  son's  children  and  her  brother's  daughter. 

Martha  was  talented.   She  did  ceramics,  knitting  and  painting. 
She  won  prizes  in  Canada  and  Idaho  for  her  work.   She  loved  drama 
and  writing  and  many  were  cheered  with  her  poems.   She  was  also 
very  active  in  her  church. 

The  last  ten  years  of  her  life  were  spent  with  her  only  daugh- 
ter, Florence  Dye,  at  Firth.   She  was  a  charter  member  of  D.U.P. 
and  served  as  Reporter  and  Scrapbook  Collector.   Martha  served  well 
in  this  capacity  and  at  the  time  of  her  death,  she  left  an  outstand- 
ing scrapbook. 

One  of  her  poems  will  be  in  the  Poetry  section  of  this  book, 
entitled,  "Pioneer  Romance".3 

KATE  T.  S0RENS0N 

Kate  was  born  at  Wilford,  Idaho.   The  oldest  of  seven  children 
born  to  Joseph  and  Sarah  Ellen  Thompson  Thomas.   She  attended  school 
in  Fremont  County. 

Kate's  father  died  in  1911.   The  family  lived  in  the  Newdale, 
Saint  Anthony  area:   In  1916,  her  mother  filed  on  a  homestead  on 
Trail  Creek  about  two  miles  up  from  the  Blackfoot  River.   It  was  here 
that  Kate  met  Oscar  Sorenson,  who  later  became  her  husband.   His 
homestead  was  just  across  the  river.   Oscar  served  in  World  War  I  in 
England,  France,  Belgium  and  Germany  before  they  were  married.   He 
returned  August  13,  1919,  and  they  were  married  August  19,  1919. 

Much  of  their  married  life  was  spent  in  Basalt.   In  1936,  they 
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bought  their  present  home*   They  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding 
Anniversary  in  1969.   They  have  a  posterity  of  16  grandchildren. 

The  first  two  of  their  five  children  were  twins  and  died. 
The  others  were:   Verdell,  Gilberta  and  Erland. 

A  tragedy  struck  Erland,  May  24,  1971,  when  he  was  drowned 
in  the  Snake  River  while  transporting  some  sheep  to  an  island  on 
a  raft.   At  his  funeral  this  story  was  told,  "Two,  one  time  sail- 
ors launched  their  tightly  cabled  raft  that  day.   In  their  party 
were  Erland,  Larry  Rogers,  Jerry  Edwards,  his  daughter,  Tammy,  and 
nephew,  Jeff  Findlay.   Several  trips  were  completed  across  the  chan- 
nel before  the  fatal  trip  when  one  of  the  pontoons  reeled,  causing 
a  sudden  lunge  and  all  five  fell  into  the  water.   The  raft  still 
remained  on  the  strong  cable.   Erland  had  always  loved  water.   He 
enjoyed  swimming.   His  first  thought  was  the  welfare  of  the  two 
children.   He  swam  to  the  youngest,  Jeff,  pulled  him  to  where  Tam- 
my was  and  said,  'Hold  tight  to  each  other,  hold  on  to  me,  don't 
panic,  keep  your  heads  up'.   He  helped  them  through  the  roughest 
part,  then  he  disappeared.   He  must  have  received  a  blow  on  the 
head  rrom  the  raft.   The  children  were  rescued „" 

VERA  DAINES 

Vera  is  the  daughter  of  Francis  Henry  Edmonds  and  Alice  Debra 
Manning  of  English  descent.   She  received  her  schooling  at  Farm- 
ington,  Utah,  Junior  High  School  at  Kaysville,  Junior  College  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  one  year  of  Elementary  Education  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah.   She  came  to  Firth  in  1950,  and  married  Reed 
Daines  whose  first  wife,  Berniece,  had  died  in  1949.   Reed  and 
Vera  lived  on  a  farm  east  of  Firth  and  attended  the  Firth  Ward. 
Reed  had  two  children:   Eldon  and  Norene.   Vera  mothered  them. 
She  loves  flowers  and  gardens.   She  worked  forty  years  in  the 
Sunday  School;  thirty-seven  in  the  Primary  and  Relief  Society. 
She  taught  4-H  in  her  younger  years  and  was  a  charter  member  of 
Cedar  Point  D.U.P.,  serving  as  Captain  and  Teacher.   She  loved  to 
make  beautiful  quilts. 

After  purchasing  their  present  home  in  the  townsite  of  Firth, 
she  assisted  Reed  as  Custodian  of  the  Firth  Chapel  for  six  years, 
retiring  in  1971.   Ill  with  diabetes  that  affected  her  vision, 
Vera  died  January  24,  1972 . 

Reed  Daines  history  is  in  the  Custodian  section. 

MARGARET  MADSEN  THOMPSON 

Margaret  was  born  at  Willard,  Utah,   Her  father,  Hans  Peter 
Madsen  and  her  mother,  Evangelina  Brigetta  came  from  Denmark.   She 
received  her  elementary  schooling  in  Willard.   There  were  three 
schools  there  that  she  attended.   She  liked  to  memorize.   One  time 
the  three  schools  were  having  a  program  together.   She  had  memori- 
zed her  part  well,  but  as  she  stepped  onto  the  stage  and  saw  the 
large  crowd,  she  got  stage  fright  and  could  not  say  a  word. 
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Margaret  remembers  the  cloudbursts  in  Willard.   One  of  these 
was  so  terrific  and  loud  that  it  frightened  Margaret  and  her  sis- 
ter.  They  put  on  their  overshoes  and  tried  to  go  to  the  neigh- 
bors.  The  water  was  running  over  the  fences  and  large  rocks  were 
tumbling.   Some  of  the  neighbors'  homes  were  washed  out  and  cel- 
lars filled  with  water.   They  returned  home  and  stayed. 

Margaret  met  her  husband,  Hobert  Thompson  at  Saint  Anthony. 
They  were  married  after  a  three  year  courtship.   Hobert  bid  high- 
est for  her  basket  at  a  basket  dance.   Hobert  hauled  lumber,  and 
they  lived  near  his  work  in  a  shack  of  a  house. 

She  cooked  for  threshers  one  year  and  never  received  a  penny. 
She  lost  her  good  food  and  valuable  time  because  no  contract  was 
signed. 

In  1917,  the  Thompsons  moved  to  Basalt  and  lived  in  the  old 
Criddle  house  north  of  Esplins'  rock  house.   Hobert  worked  in  the 
beets  and  they  lived  with  the  Davis  family. 

After  the  harvest,  Hobert  and  Margaret  bought  the  home  they 
now  have  from  Mr.  Prusser,   Moses  Friedman  had  homesteaded  the 
place.   Several  other  people  had  bought  and  sold  it.   Luther  Tufts 
had  lived  there  before,  and  also  Dr.  Bybee. 

Dan  Arave  had  owned  it  when  it  burned  down.   The  Thompsons 
rebuilt  it  on  the  same  foundation.  Margaret  and  'Hob'  lived  in 
tents  until  they  could  build.   While  living  here  they  lost  a  baby, 
Leland,  who  had  pneumonia.   They  completed  one  room  of  the  un- 
finished home  and  lived  in  it  during  that  cold  winter. 

They  were  farm  laborers  and  worked  side  by  side  many  harvest 
seasons  in  the  potatoes.   They  worked  fifteen  years  for  Peter  Mon- 
son,  and  many  years  for  the  Womacks.   They  worked  together  in  the 
fields  for  35  years. 

Hobert  and  Margaret  had  eight  children:   Cyril  who  married 
Mary  Ellen  Christensen;  Rhoda  Washburn;  La Von,  died;  Wanda  Willi- 
ams; Leland,  died;  Verna  Hampton;  Nola  Daw,  and  LaVar  at  home. 

Cyril  and  Verna  both  filled  honorable  missions.   Verna  was 
one  of  the  first  Golden  Gleaners  in  the  Basalt  Ward.   At  this 
writing,  in  1971,  Margaret  had  34  grandchildren  and  37  great- 
grandchildren . 

They  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  June  17, 
1958  at  Basalt.   Hobert  passed  away  in  1961,  with  hernia  and 
other  complications. 

Margaret,  at  age  87,  still  lives  in  their  old  home  with  her 
youngest  son,  LaVar,  who  is  very  good  to  his  mother.  She  helped 
him  paint  their  home  in  her  86th  year. 

She  has  been  a  member  of  Cedar  Point  D.U.P.  since  1969,  and 
served  as  Chaplain.   She  has  served  in  all  the  auxiliaries  and 
was  a  visiting  teacher  for  60  years. 
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She  does  her  own  housework,  writes  her  own  letters  and  is  an 
ardent  reader,   She  sometimes  walks  four  blocks  to  church  if  no 
one  gives  her  a  ride.   Her  friends  are  happy  to  meet  her  and  her 
cheerful  countenance  is  welcomed. 

MARY  DYE  WEBB 

Mary  was  the  first  born  to  Joseph  Dye  and  Nellie  Dora  Child. 
Mary  was  that  precious  little  girl  so  welcome  in  the  little  log 
cabin  Joseph's  brothers  had  built  for  them.   Mary  went  to  Ogden 
to  be  with  her  mother  and  sister  during  her  confinement. 

Mary's  parents  built  a  frame  home  in  1894,  on  the  corner  where 
Warren  now  lives.   It  was  only  two  rooms,  but  much  nicer  than  the 
tiny  log  cabin.   This  home  was  lived  in  constantly  until  it  burned 
to  the  ground  in  the  1940' s. 

In  1895,  an  organ  was  purchased  and  Mary  learned  to  play  it. 
She  took  possession  of  the  organ  when  her  parents  moved  to  Basalt 
in  1910,  to  take  over  the  Dye  Mercantile.   The  new  home  was  also 
frame  and  located  in  the  corner  east  of  the  Basalt  Ball  Park, 
where  Clements  bought.   This  home  today  has  been  remodeled  and  re- 
covered with  brick  facing  and  is  a  beautiful  home  in  the  townsite 
of  Basalt. 

Mary  attended  school  in  the  Dye  School  District  //4.   It  was 
a  lumber  building  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Lorenzo  Firth's  home- 
stead, just  across  the  street,  north  and  west  of  her  first  home  in 
Firth. 

Her  aunt,  Sarah  Dye,  was  one  of  the  first  teachers.   The  Ba- 
salt School  had  been  finished  when  Mary's  parents  moved  there,  so 
she  had  a  new  building  in  which  to  attend  school.   She  also  at- 
tended one  semester  at  Ricks  Academy. 

Mary  loved  handwork,  textile  painting,  and  raised  flowers  of 
every  kind  which  she  delighted  in  giving  to  her  many  friends. 

In  January  1908,  Mary  married  Edward  Milo  Webb  from  Fillmore, 
Utah.  Edward  was  the  son  of  Francis  Adelbert  and  Martha  Jane  Car- 
ling  Webb.   He  had  come  to  Idaho  in  1904,  to  work  for  Leonard  Cox. 

Right  after  their  marriage,  they  bought  the  Croft  home  where 
Maiden  Dye  lives.   They  bought  dry  farm  ground  for  26c  an  acre, 
grubbed  brush,  and  built  a  rock  fence.   They  also  spent  some  years 
at  McCammon,  running  a  mill. 

Their  children  are:  Van  Richard,  who  married  Dorothy  Hal- 
loway;  Robert  George,  who  married  Shirley  Nielson;  Edward  Milo, 
who  married  Stella  Butler;  Maurine  married  (1)  Lee  Johnson,  (2) 
Eric  Hirning;  Francis  Joseph  Webb,  who  married  Ethyl  Pauline 
Shindurling;  Johnathan  Browning  married  Cleo  Elva  Peterson;  La- 
Rie  married  (1)  Vernon  Underwood,  (2)  Ed  Pilch;  LaRoy  died  at  the 
the  age  of  7. 

Edward  and  Mary  were  ardent  readers  and  they  had  an  extensive 
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home  library.   They  were  both  well  read  on  things  of  the  world  and 
friends  enjoyed  conversing  with  them. 

Their  yard  was  full  of  flowers  with  an  abundant  garden  and  berry 
patch.   Friends  would  leave  with  a  plate  of  Mary's  delicious  donuts. 
Mary  was  a  charter  member  and  the  first  registrar  in  Cedar  Point 
D.U.P. 

More  about  Edward  Webb  in  the  Farm  section. 

STELLA  LYON 

Stella  was  the  second  girl  in  a  family  of  four  girls,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rose  Porritt  and  Barney  Whitmill.   Her  father,  Barney,  was 
the  first  white  boy  born  in  Basalt  on  August  28,  1885.   The  Whit- 
mills  were  some  of  the  first  pioneers  at  Basalt. 

Her  other  sisters  were:   Alice  who  married  Eldon  Jolley;  Hazel 
Johnson;  Vidella,  who  married  Arnold  Jolley. 

Stella  worked  many  years  in  church  auxiliaries.   She  married 
James  Lyon  in  1932.   He  was  the  won  of  George  and  Emma  Ec  Criddle 
Lyon.   Both  Stella  and  James  were  from  early  pioneer  stock.   James' 
father,  John,  came  to  Firth  from  Bear  Lake  in  1901. 

Stella  and  James  bought  a  home  south  of  Firth.   They  are  on 
the  farm  Barney  Whitmill  owned.   James'  older  brother,  Warren,  also 
lived  there  before  them.   Stella  and  James  built  the  brick  home. 

James  is  co-owner,  with  Joe,  of  the  Lyon  Implement  Company  in 
Firth.   They  bought  this  business  in  1954. 

Stella  has  been  a  housekeeper  in  the  Blackfoot  Hospital  and 
the  Idaho  Falls  Hospital  for  nine  years.   She  keeps  up  her  home 
and  commutes  back  and  forth  to  work  each  day. 

Stella  joined  the  D.U.P.  in  1958,  when  it  was  first  organized, 
and  was  nominated  Vice  Captain. 

Stella  and  James  had  three  daughters:   Bonnie,  who  served  a 
mission  in  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  and  is  now  at  B.Y.U.;  Nancy,  who 
married  Nathan  Morgan.   They  live  in  Florida  and  have  five  children; 
Jeanette,  who  married  Richard  Moulton,   They  live  in  Sandy,  Utah  and 
have  two  children. 

VESSIE  BARROWS 

Vessie  Landon  Barrows  was  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  seven,  born 
to  Lowell  Heber  and  Minnie  Gardner  Landon.   In  1918,  the  Landons 
moved,  with  team  and  wagon,  from  Portage  to  Wapello,  during  the  in- 
fluenza epidemic.   The  entire  family  were  afflicted.   Minnie,  the 
mother,  nursed  them  through. 

In  1919,  the  Landons  bought  Thomas  Dye's  home  at  Basalt.   Aaron 
Crony  had  lived  there  before  them. 

Vessie  liked  to  swim  and  play  baseball.   She  has  been  active  in 
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the  L.D.S.  Church  since  she  was  14  years  old. 

Vessie  met  her  husband,  Francis  Barrows  at  a  party.   They  were 
married  in  September,  1927,  and  lived  in  Shelley.   Francis  worked 
on  the  railroad  and  for  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company.   He  loved 
flowers  and  raised  a  lovely  garden. 

During  World  War  II  they  moved  to  Seattle  where  Francis  worked 
in  a  foundry.   Vessie  took  sewing  lessons  and  made  clothes  for  the 
children.   Francis  was  a  good  provider  and  they  had  a  comfortable, 
nice  home  wherever  he  worked.   Both  were  active  church  workers  for 
the  seventeen  years  they  were  in  Seattle. 

Vessie  said,  'We  shall  never  forget  V-Day  at  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  August  18,  1945.   The  news  came  over  the  radio.   Businesses 
were  closed,  traffic  halted  (Francis  and  their  daughter  were  caught 
in  the  snarl),  people  were  laughing  and  crying.   The  air  was  fil- 
led with  confetti  and  ribbons  of  tissue.   The  city  of  Seattle  re- 
ceived a  two  day  holiday. ' 

Vessie  and  Francis  took  many  lovely  trips.   They  visited  many 
historical  places  of  interest. 

Francis  died  in  1959,  and  was  buried  in  Seattle,  Washington. 
Vessie  came  back  to  Basalt  to  be  near  her  parents.   She  bought  the 
Harold  Johnson  home  where  she  presently  resides.   Her  father  and 
mother  lived  with  her  until  their  death  -  Heber  in  1962,  and  Minnie 
in  1968. 

Vessie  was  1st  Vice  Captain  to  Miranda  Stringham  for  four  years 
in  D.U.P.   She  also  served  as  Judge  of  Elections  in  1962-63. 

Six  of  her  ten  children  are  living,  but  none  of  them  chose  Ba- 
salt as  their  home.   Her  second  youngest  boy  was  mysteriously  killed 
on  a  highway  in  Montana  in  1970.   Four  of  her  sons  have  served  in 
the  Armed  Forces. 

FLOREINE  S.  CARLSON 

Floreine  was  a  mountain  baby,  and  also  a  depression  baby,  born 
at  Seventy  Creek  in  1931,  to  Bryant  and  Miranda  Campbell  Stringham. 
Her  two  brothers,  Bryce  Jr.,  and  Forrest  Lane  preceeded  her.   Her 
first  school  was  at  Stanton,  and  later  in  Shelley.   After  renting 
farms  for  ten  years  Stringhams  bought  ninety-three  acres  at  River- 
view  where  Floreine  graduated  from  elementary  school.   She  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School  in  1949.   She  attended  Business  College  in 
Idaho  Falls,  and  Ricks  College,  where  she  took  an  active  part  in 
business,  religion,  music  and  drama. 

She  has  worked  for  Beneficial  Life  Insurance  Company;  Bingham 
County  Extension  Agent;  Idaho  Supreme  Potatoes;  Alva  Harris,  the  at- 
torney; and  at  present  is  Supervisor  of  the  Nursery  at  the  L.D.S. 
Temple  in  Idaho  Falls. 

She,  along  with  five  of  her  school  mates,  Arlyn  Haggard,  Tressa 
Hansen,  Naida  Jensen  and  Ladine  Gentillon  received  their  Golden 
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Gleaner  Awards  in  1950.   It  was  the  largest  group  of  Golden  Gleaners 
ever  presented  in  the  same  ward,  in  the  church  at  one  time. 

Floreine  has  been  active  in  church  activities  all  her  life, 
beginning  when  she  was  called  to  the  Stake  Primary  Board  at  the  age 
of  14.   She  has  served  in  all  the  organizations  of  the  church,  with 
her  main  interest  in  the  M.I. A.   She  and  Ray  have  a  combined  service 
record  of  seventeen  years  in  the  youth  organization.   They  were  the 
first  Young  Marrieds  Leaders  in  the  Shelley  Stake,  with  him  going  on 
into  the  Superintendency  and  she  in  Beehive  and  Camp  Certification. 
At  present,  Ray  is  in  the  Elders  Quorum  Presidency,  and  Floreine  is 
Ward  Chorister  and  M.I. A.  Chorister. 

She  joined  D.U.P.  in  1965.   She  was  Lesson  Leader  and  helped 
with  the  music. 

She  married  Charles  Ray  Carlson  in  1951.   He  is  the  son  of 
Charles  Carlson  and  Ann  Perkins  of  North  Logan,  Utah.   They  have  five 
children:   Chareine,  who  is  a  sophomore  at  Ricks  College.   She  re- 
lieves her  mother  in  the  summer  by  taking  care  of  the  nursery  in  the 
Temple.   Elvin,  is  a  freshman  at  Ricks.   He  received  his  Eagle  Scout 
at  the  age  of  13-1/2,  the  youngest  boy  in  Teton  Peaks  Council  to 
receive  this  award.   He  has  two  Fifty  Milers,  two  Palm  Leaves,  has 
been  to  Philmount  Scout  Ranch,  Explorer  Conference  at  Provo,  and  came 
home  with  a  second  place  trophy  in  automotives  from  the  Farragut 
Jamboree.   He  has  received  his  Duty  to  God  award.   He  and  Chareine 
both  finished  high  school  at  Firth  in  three  years. 

The  oldest  boy  at  home  is  Kevin,  who  is  a  lover  of  the  out-of- 
doors,  the  farm  and  athletics.   He  is  a  Life  Scout  and  received  his 
Duty  to  God  award.   Wayne  also  is  a  Life  Scout  and  worked  during  the 
summer  of  1971  for  the  Scout  Council  and  enjoyed  it  very  much.   He 
attended  the  Explorer  Conference  in  Provo  in  1971.   He  loves  music, 
color  and  quiet  things.   Kathryn  is  in  the  seventh  grade.   She  loves 
animals  and  the  out-of-doors.   She  and  Wayne  both  play  in  the  band. 

More  about  Ray  Carlson  in  the  A.E.C.  section. 

GERTRUDE  K.  MORRIS 

Gertrude  was  born  at  Portage,  Utah.   She  was  the  daughter  of 
Henry  Kotter  (German),  and  Minnie  Erickson  ) Swedish).   She  obtained 
her  schooling  in  Brigham  City.   She  attended  Utah  State  at  Logan  and 
received  her  teachers  certificate.   Later,  she  took  some  classes 
from  Ricks  College. 

Gertrude  was  teaching  school  at  Portage  when  she  met  John. 
They  were  married  in  1926,  and  lived  in  Portage  until  1935,  when 
they  moved  to  Basalt.   They  bought  two  acres  and  built  a  basement 
house,  which  they  lived  in  for  many  years.   Later,  they  built  a 
beautiful,  comfortable  home  on  top  of  the  basement.   Gertrude  taught 
school  from  1945  to  1964  in  Basalt  and  Firth. 

During  these  years  she  worked  in  M.I. A.  as  Primary  President 
and  was  Ward  Organist  in  the  Relief  Society.   She  also  served  on  the 
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Stake  Sunday  School  Board.   She  joined  D.U.P.  in  1965,  and  was 
Secretary-Treasurer  until  1971.   Gertrude  kept  a  clean,  well 
written  record  book  and  was  very  efficient  in  her  position. 

Gertrude  and  John  are  the  parents  of  four  boys  and  one  girl. 
Three  of  the  boys  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  and  one  filled  a 
mission.   The  children  all  have  good  positions,  are  married  and 
live  away  from  Basalt.   They  all  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 
They  are:   DeLar,  who  married  Joyce  Hjelm.   They  live  in  Shelley, 
and  he  is  employed  by  the  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   Garth  married 
Marie  Robinson.   They  live  in  Blackfoot  and  he  is  employed  by 
Westinghouse  Electric  Corporation.   Sterling  married  Barbara  Ricks. 
He  filled  a  mission  in  1956  to  the  East  Central  States.   He  is 
presently  teaching  music  in  Roy,  Utah.   John  D.  married  Sandra 
Anselman.   He  is  employed  by  the  General  Electric  Company.   Caro- 
lyn married  LaRoy  Johnson.   She  attended  B.Y.U.,  and  is  presently 
living  in  California. 

In  May  of  1971,  the  Morris'  sold  their  home  in  Basalt  to 
Robert  Bonenberger  and  built  a  home  in  Shelley.   They  were  worthy 
citizens  and  will  be  an  asset  to  their  new  community. 

More  about  John  Morris  in  the  Sexton  section. 

VELTA  CHERRY  BROWER 

Velta  was  born  in  Ashton,  the  eldest  child  of  Levi  Eddy  Cher- 
ry and  Maude  Eloca  Baker.   They  were  living  in  a  one  room  log  cabin 
on  a  homestead  after  her  parents  came  here  from  Utah.   In  1900, 
Levi  homesteaded  one  mile  south  of  Ashton.   He  owned  a  team,  wagon, 
and  a  wagon  box  full  of  seed  oats. 

Velta 's  sisters  were:   Veda,  Nita  and  Eddy  LaRue.   There  were 
no  boys  in  the  family.   A  cousin,  Lela  Baker,  made  her  home  with 
Velta' s  family  until  her  marriage.   All  the  girls  graduated  from 
Ashton  High  School.   Veda  and  Nita  attended  Albion  State  Normal  and 
taught  school  many  years. 

Velta  knew  hardships  and  the  pleasure  of  having  additional 
rooms  built  onto  their  home. 

In  1910,  her  family  moved  to  Moran,  where  her  parents  took 
care  of  the  Milligan  Road  House.   This  was  one  of  three  houses  on 
the  Reclamation  Road  between  Ashton  and  Moran  that  was  maintained 
to  accommodate  freight  outfits  of  materials  used  in  building  the 
Moran  Dam.   All  materials  and  supplies  were  hauled  by  team  and 
wagon  over  the  Reclamation  Road  until  1922.   In  the  winters  the 
houses  were  closed  and  Velta 's  family  returned  to  the  farm  in 
Ashton. 

Velta  acquired  the  art  of  cooking  while  doing  so  much  of  it 
for  hungry  men.   One  summer  the  4-H  Baking  Club  was  divided  into 
teams.   The  County  Agent  arranged  for  demonstrations  and  for  ex- 
change places  to  demonstrate.   Velta 's  team  was  asked  to  demonstrate 
making  baking  powder  biscuits  at  the  Fremont  County  Fair.   The 
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judges  gave  her  group  first  place0  They  won  an  expense  paid  trip 
to  the  Boise  State  Fair.  They  did  not  win  at  state,  but  the  trip 
was  never  forgotten^ 

Velta  married  Austin  Brower  in  1924.   They  lived  at  Guild  Tie 
Camp  between  Macks  Inn  and  Big  Springs.   Several  other  moves  were 
made.   In  1947,  Browers  bought  the  Firth  Garage  from  Dale  Landon. 
Here  they  lived  in  an  apartment  in  back  of  the  building.   They  also 
spent  some  time  in  the  big  house  north  of  Tena  Bergs  in  Basalt.   In 
1956,  they  rented  a  basement  apartment  from  Or ton  Andrus.   In  the 
meantime,  they  were  buying  and  planning  for  the  new,  polished,  log 
home  they  moved  into  in  1970,  located  on  Wilson  Street  in  Firth. 

Velta  has  been  active  in  4-H,  M.I. A.,  Sunday  School  and  Primary, 
receiving  her  twenty-five  year  certificate  in  1969.   She  was  Mother 
of  the  Year  in  Bingham  County  in  1950.   She  was  a  charter  member  of 
D.UoP.  and  is  presently  serving  as  Music  Leader. 

Austin  and  Velta  had  eight  children.   Several  of  their  boys 
were  in  the  service  (covered  in  the  section  on  Wars),  and  two  boys 
filled  missions.   They  are:   Lawrence,  who  married  Sarah  Wernette. 
They  live  in  Firth*   He  attended  trade  school  in  Pocatello.   Bern- 
adeen  married  Jewell  Elders  and  they  live  in  Quinault,  Washington. 
L.  G»  married  Lois  Morgan.   Dean  was  not  married.   He  lost  his  life 
in  the  Navy.   Marva  and  her  husband,  Bill  Chiles,  operate  the  De- 
luxe Cleaners  in  Rigby.   She  attended  Ricks  and  Idaho  Falls  Busi- 
ness College.   Ben  graduated  from  Weber  College.   He  and  his  wife, 
Vaunda  Heaton  live  in  Denver.   He  works  for  the  F.B.I.   Verl  was 
killed  in  a  helicopter  accident.   His  wife,  Susanne  Wixom  presently 
live  in  Groveland.   Ralph  married  Jean  Peterson  and  they  are  living 
at  Longmont,  Colorado.   He  is  employed  by  the  I.B.M.  Corporation. 
Clifford  met  his  wife,  Patricia  Brownson,  while  both  were  in  the 
Southwest  Indian  Mission.   He  attended  one  year  at  the  college  in 
Laie,  Oahu,  Hawaii.   They  live  in  San  Diego  and  he  is  employed  by 
Woolco  Company. 

Velta  and  Lawrence  have  34  grandchildren  and  five  great-grand- 
children. 

More  about  Lawrence  Brower  in  the  Town  Board  section. 

VITA  BROWER  DYE 

Vita  was  the  daughter  of  George  Q.  Brower  and  Jessie  Gertrude 
Kent.   She  joined  the  D.U.P.  in  1970.   Her  musical  contributions  has 
been  an  asset  to  this  organization.   She  has  presented  several  les- 
sons.  When  the  Camp  was  working  on  a  quilt,  she  spent  many  hours 
helping  with  it  and  sold  tickets  for  the  drawing.   She  also  made  the 
forms  for  the  compilation  of  the  histories  for  this  book. 

Vita  has  been  in  music  in  the  church  since  she  was  eleven  years 
old.   She  gives  piano  lessons  today  and  has  helped  prepare  several 
people  to  play  in  the  ward. 

She  has  served  thirty  years  in  M.I. A.,  has  been  an  assistant 
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mail  carrier,  weighed  beets,  and  helped  her  husband  the  many  years 
he  was  Bishop  in  the  Bishopric. 

Lynn  and  Vita  had  six  children:   Verlyn  Outcelt,  who  lives  in 
Idaho  Falls;  Gary,  who  married  Beverly  Hebdon.   He  was  in  the  Branch 
Presidency  in  the  Orleans  Branch  in  France  and  went  through  the 
Swiss  Temple.   Marlene  graduated  from  Lukes  College.   She  lives  in 
Salt  Lake  City.   LeAnn  graduated  from  Ricks,  B.Y.U.,  and  is  present- 
ly working  in  Salt  Lake.   Lynette  is  working  in  the  same  Salt  Lake 
bank  as  LeAnn.   Darla  is  at  home  and  is  active  in  music.   She  re- 
ceived an  award  in  a  declamation  contest. 

More  about  Lynn  Dye  and  family  in  the  Postal  section. 

JESSIE  C.  JENSEN 

Jessie  Crofts  Jensen  was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  nine 
born  to  Hyrum  and  Charlotte  Paskett  Crofts.   Jessie  was  schooled  at 
Basalt.   After  her  marriage  to  James  Kiholm,  she  didn't  live  around 
Firth.   Later,  she  married  Jerry  Wilkinson  of  Pocatello.   He  was  a 
Express  Messenger  for  Union  Pacific.   He  passed  away  in  1959.   In 
1961  she  married  WilforH  Tensen  and  lived  in  Rexburg.   She  had  two 
children:   Darlene,  who  lives  in  Pocatello;  and,  Betty  Jo,  who  lives 
in  Jackson,  Wyoming.   She  has  eleven  grandchildren  and  eight  great- 
grandchildren. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1967,  Jessie  came  to  Firth  to  live  with 
her  sister,  Blanche  Mecham.   She  had  been  injured  in  an  automobile 
accident  and  was  unable  to  live  alone.   She  walked  with  a  walker  or 
an  aid. 

She  has  been  a  member  of  D.U.P.  for  a  number  of  years  and  join- 
ed Cedar  Point  Camp  in  1969,  when  she  was  appointed  2nd  Vice  Captain. 
Jessie  was  willing  and  helpful  in  the  several  projects  of  making  a 
quilt,  building  the  marker,  and  suggested  that  Captain  Stringham  com- 
pile and  write,  "History  of  the  Cedar  Point  Canal."   The  book  was 
compiled  and  the  first  copies  were  sold  the  evening  the  marker  was 
dedicated,  August  15,  1970. 

Jessie  was  unable  to  get  around  to  sell  the  books,  but  was  ag- 
reeable in  all  suggestions  and  stayed  alone  while  her  sister,  Blanche, 
sold  many  of  the  books. 

Her  cheerfulness  and  moral  support  was  appreciated  by  the  organi- 
zation.  Her  health  became  worse,  and  Jessie  was  more  confined  to  her 
home.   She  was  released  in  May,  1971.   In  December,  1971,  she  was 
taken  to  a  rest  home  in  Blackfoot. 

BLANCHE  C.  MECHAM 

Blanche  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  nine  born  to  Hyrum  and 
Charlotte  Pasket  Crofts,  from  Porterville  and  Hennifer,  Utah.   Her 
brothers  and  sisters  were:   Edna  Mae,  Jessie,  Bertha,  Hyrum,  Jack, 
Afton,  Fama,  and  Wayne,  who  died. 
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Blanche  was  raised  in  the  new,  rock  house  which  stands  as  a 
landmark  northeast  of  Basalt  (Leon  Esplin  owns  it  now) .   The  child- 
ren attended  school  in  Basalt. 

Blanche's  family  was  a  happy,  congenial  group.  Their  father 
sang  and  all  the  brothers  and  sisters  were  good  mixers  and  helped 
make  their  own  good  times. 

Blanche  married  Leo  Mecham,  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Eli- 
zabeth Lyon  of  Firth.   In  1934,  Leo  and  Blanche  bought  the  Hoff 
place.   This  two  room  home  presented  problems.   They  had  previously 
lived  in  a  five  room  home.   There  was  no  well  on  this  place.   Water 
was  hauled  in  a  ten  gallon  can  on  a  milk  cart  from  her  Uncle  Walter 
Dye's  home.   Leo  later  put  in  a  well  and  a  pump  jack  to  get  water 
for  the  house  and  the  stock. 

Leo  worked  for  the  railroad  from  1923  to  1928  as  a  boiler- 
maker's  help. 

In  1943,  it  was  hard  to  get  building  materials  because  of  the 
war,  so  Leo  bought  an  old  house,  moved  it  onto  a  basement  and  re- 
modeled it  as  soon  as  building  materials  were  obtainable.   This 
took  years,  but  finally  the  family  were  enjoying  modern  facilities. 

In  April,  1961,  the  Mechams  bought  more  land  to  the  south. 
Shortly  after,  Leo  passed  away  from  a  heart  attack.   Blanche  and 
the  boys  harvested  the  crops.   Deloy  and  Devon  operated  the  places 
between  their  service  obligation.   After  their  return,  Claude, 
Deloy 's  son)  joined  the  group  and  they  all  have  new  homes  or  mod- 
ern, remodeled  home  near  their  mother. 

Leo  was  active  in  Sunday  School  from  1937-40  and  again  from 
1945-55.   He  also  served  as  Priesthood  Advisor.   He  was  a  good 
farmer  and  a  devoted  father. 

Blanche  served  in  Primary,  M.I. A.  and  Relief  Society,  where 
she  served  as  President  for  ten  years.   Blanche  and  Leo  were  ar- 
dent workers  in  any  position  they  held.   Leo  was  a  handy  man.   He 
was  a  member  of  the  Potato  Growers  and  sold  milk  to  Kraft  from 
1934-61. 

Blanche  is  active  in  D.U.P.  and  served  as  Chaplain.  She  sold 
more  books  of  the  "History  of  the  Cedar  Point"  than  any  other  mem- 
ber, except  the  Captain. 

Blanche  is  a  beautiful  quilter  and  an  immaculate  housekeeper. 
She  raises  flowers  abundantly  and  has  always  raised  her  own  garden 
and  does  much  canning. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Leo  and  Blanche:   Deloy,  who  lives 
in  Firth;  Donald  is  in  California;  Elaine  Frost  is  in  California; 
Eva  Herbst  is  in  Blackfoot;  and,  Devon  is  in  Firth.   She  has  eleven 
grandchildren  and  thirteen  great-grandchildren. 

ALOY  OLSEN  JENSEN 

Aloy  was  the  daughter  of  Vernon  and  Myrtle  Miller  Olsen.   They 
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came  from  Hyrum,  Utah  and  lived  south  of  Firth.   She  graduated  from 
high  school  in  Hyrum.   When  they  first  moved  to  Basalt  they  lived 
on  the  corner  across  from  Aldie  Pike. 

She  studied  hard  in  music  and  was  in  musical  circles  and  posi- 
tions most  of  her  life.   She  started  as  Ward  Organist  when  she  was 
ten  years  old,  in  Salmon,  Idaho.   During  her  married  life  she  has 
been  organist  in  Basalt  in  one  organization  or  another  since  1943. 
She  started  during  Bishop  Frank  Christensen' s  tenure. 

After  she  married  Dell  Jensen,  they  bought  the  old  Christian 
place  east  of  Basalt.   They  had  five  children:   Nelda  Smith,  who  is 
living  in  Belf lower,  California.   Judy  Nelson  is  living  in  Dubois, 
Idaho.   Sheryl  Anderson  is  living  in  Shelley.   Patricia  Johnson  is 
living  in  Los  Angeles,  California.   Delwyn  is  at  home  and  a  senior 
at  Firth  High  School. 

Aloy  took  secretarial  training  in  high  school.   She  was  super- 
intendent secretary  to  H.  G.  Garrard  in  Shelley  one  year.   She 
worked  three  years  with  the  County  Superintendent,  Andrew  H.  John- 
son before  the  consolidation  of  forty-four  schools  and  six  years 
during  and  after.   At  the  same  time,  she  was  Clerk  of  the  Probate 
Court.   Since  then,  Aloy  has  been  secretary  for  ten  years  to  Earl 
W.  Corey  in  Blackfoot. 

She  was  President  of  the  Business  and  Professional  Women's 
Club  when  it  was  in  Firth.   She  has  been  a  Relief  Society  Presi- 
dent in  Basalt,  in  Stake  M.I. A.  and  Stake  Relief  Society,  and  has 
held  various  ward  positions  all  the  time  she  worked.   In  May,  1972, 
she  will  graduate  from  I.S.U.,  majoring  in  English  and  History,  as 
a  certified  High  School  or  Elementary  Teacher.   She  joined  D.U.P. 
as  a  charter  member  in  1958.   She  has  been  working  most  of  the  time 
when  the  meetings  were  held,  but  has  been  helpful  in  music  when 
special  programs  were  held. 

More  about  Dell  Jensen  and  family  in  the  Construction  section. 

DOROTHY  MAD SEN 

Dorothy  is  the  daughter  of  John  W.  Charlsworth  and  Eva  Stoddard 
of  Goshen.   Her  people  came  from  Star  Valley,  where  Dorothy  attended 
school.   She  spent  her  senior  year  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  has  been 
active  in  public  positions  and  church  positions  all  her  life.   She 
was  P.T.A,  President  for  two  years,  and  is  a  Golden  Gleaner. 

Dorothy  married  Heward  G.  Madsen  and  they  bought  the  home  that 
Heber  Christensen  homesteaded.   Oliver  Daines  owned  it  before  the 
Madsens  moved  in. 

Besides  taking  care  of  six  children,  Dorothy  finds  time  to  do 
gardening,  sewing,  canning,  and  is  assistant  manager  of  the  dairy 
herd  of  30-40  cows.   She  loves  being  with  her  family  and  finds  joy 
in  her  work  with  them. 

Dorothy  joined  the  D.U.P.  in  1965,  but  her  work  has  conflicted 
with  her  attending  since  they  got  their  large  dairy  herd. 
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More  about  the  Madsen  family  in  the  Dairying  section. 

ALICE  JOLLEY  HEBDON 

Alice  is  the  daughter  of  George  Rutledge  Jolley  and  Jane  Thora- 
dora  Biggs.   She  joined  D.U.P.  May  26,  1941,  in  Blackfoot  and  worked 
with  the  music  and  was  Captain  of  the  Camp.   She  started  her  church 
service  at  the  age  of  13  when  she  worked  in  the  Primary  and  Sunday 
School  at  the  same  time.   Since  that  time  she  has  worked  in  various 
positions  in  all  of  the  church  auxiliaries  and  her  musical  ability 
has  been  a  real  asset.   She  has  a  beautiful  voice  and  combines  it 
with  being  a  good  chorister.   She  and  Edwin  served  a  two  year  Stake 
Mission  in  Blackfoot. 

Her  four  children  are:  Beverly  Dye;  Nola  Mae  Harker;  Edwin 
Boyd;  and,  Wesley  Leon.  All  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 
Leon  was  in  the  class  of  '72  graduating  class. 

More  about  Edwin  Hebdon  in  Idaho  Supreme. 

MIRANDA  CAMPBELL  STRINGHAM 

Miranda  was  the  oldest  living  girl  in  a  family  of  thirteen. 
The  sixth  child  born  to  David  Charley,  Scotch-Welsh,  and  Minerva 
Deuel,  French-English.   Her  parents  came  from  Garfield  County  in  Utah 
to  Amnion,  Idaho  in  1901.   Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  rented  farms 
until  1909-10  around  Ammon.   A  new  homestead  project  was  opened  up 
in  Willow  Creek  drain  board.   David  was  one  of  the  first  to  file  a 
claim  in  1910.   His  land  was  on  the  head  of  Badger  Creek,  thirteen 
miles  east  of  Idaho  Falls.   The  community  was  called  Ozone  and  the 
Campbells  proved  up  on  360  acres. 

Miranda  received  her  elementary  schooling  in  Ammon  and  Ozone. 
She  was  a  champion  speller  of  the  school  when  in  the  8th  grade.   She 
competed  in  the  county  contest  and  placed  third  in  Bingham  County. 
She  missed  three  words  out  of  500.   She  still  has  her  large  certifi- 
cate for  spelling.   She  took  many  extension  classes  from  time  to 
time.   Among  these  were  classes  in  sewing,  art,  millinery,  upholster- 
ing, dress  making,  home  economics,  and  a  high  school  class  in  journa- 
lism. 

She  attended  high  school  in  Idaho  Falls  and  Delta,  Utah.   She 
was  a  high  school  graduate  with  college  credits  in  correspondence 
classes  in  history  and  from  B.Y.U.  adult  classes  in  typing  and  Ameri- 
can Government.   She  has  a  music  certificate  for  a  conducting  class. 

She  married  Bryant  Stringham,  a  stockman  and  farmer  from  Holden, 
Utah,  in  1923.   They  had  a  stock  ranch  in  the  mountains  and  also 
farmed  in  the  valley  after  1932.   They  bought  the  Thomas  C.  Wilson 
homestead  in  west  Firth.   Carl  Lofquist  had  built  the  house  String- 
hams  bought  from  Daniel  Olson  in  1942. 

They  are  parents  of  three  children:   Bryce,  who  married  June 
Sant  and  lives  in  Ogden,  Utah.   They  have  eleven  children.   He  works 
for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and  also  owns  two  big  transcontinental 
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trucks.   Forrest  married  Lemoyne  Dye  and  they  live  in  Basalt.   He 
works  for  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   He  was  sustained  Bishop  of  the 
Basalt  Ward  in  April,  1971.   They  have  eight  children.   Floreine 
married  Ray  Carlson.   Her  history  is  in  the  D.U.P.  section.   Miranda 
and  Bryant  have  twenty-four  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren 

Her  mother,  Minerva,  died  when  her  second  son,  Forrest  was  a 
baby.   Miranda  helped  raise  six  of  her  sisters  and  brothers. 

She  has  served  thirty  years  in  the  Primary;  twenty-two  years  in 
M.I. A.;  and,  twenty  years  in  stake  work  including  Primary,  Relief 
Society  and  Sunday  School.   She  has  also  served  three  L.D.S.  Missions 

In  community  service  she  has  served  in  the  Farm  Bureau,  both  as 
Local  and  County  Chairman,  and  was  an  active  member  for  ten  years; 
the  Red  Cross  in  Idaho  Falls  during  World  War  I;  in  Local  and  County 
offices  of  the  D.U.P. ;  and,  has  been  a  member  of  Idaho  Poets  and 
Writer's  Guild  for  ten  years,  the  last  two  as  President.   She  has 
also  kept  children  in  college  with  her  custom  sewing  and  upholster- 
ing. 

History  has  been  one  of  her  hobbies  and  this  will  be  the  fourth 
compilation  that  has  been  published  in  book  form. 

More  about  Bryant  Stringham  in  the  Farming  section. 
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DAUGHTERS  OF  UTAH  PIONEERS 


CEDAR  POINT  D.U.P.  AND  QUILT  THEY  MADE 


D.U.P.  GROUP  AT  STRINGHAMS,  1965 


SINGLETON'S  HOMESTEAD 


DAUGHTERS  OF  UTAH  PIONEERS 
Cedar  Point  Camp -Marker 

DEDICATION  PROGRAM 
August  15,  1970 

Basalt  Church  Grounds 


7:30  P.M. 


Flag  Ceremony 

Welcome 

Invocation 

Song 

Conducted  by 
Accompanied  by 


Troop  39  Basalt 

Captain  Miranda  Stringham 

Joseph  Lyon 


Come  Come  Ye  Saints 


Congregation 

Warren  Dye 
Vita  Dye 


Remarks,  County  Chairman 

Song 

Remarks,   Central  Camp 

Qnartfette 

Remarks,   Basalt  City  Councilman 

Music 


Orpha  Welch 

(Primary)  Descendants 

Salt  Lake  City 

Dye  Family 

LaMar  Barrus 

Crofts  Family 

Andrew  Johnson 


Dedicatory  Talk  and  Prayer 

Grandson  of  A.  0.  Inglestrom 

Retrieving  of  Colors  Troop  39  Basalt 


R.  T.  FRENCH  AND  IDAHO  SUPREME  POTATO  COMPANIES 


R.  T.  French  is  an  old  establishment.   It  was  founded  in  1880, 
in  the  state  of  New  York.   A  fourth  plant  was  built  in  Shelley,  Idaho 
in  1958,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  dehydrated  potato  products. 
Many  of  the  Basalt-Firth  farmers  sell  to  R.  T.  French. 

With  potatoes  both  fresh-packed  and  processed  continuing  as  the 
basic  product  at  it's  Shelley  plant.   Simplots  started  the  plant  in 
1952.   Since  1958,  R.  T.  French  has  introduced  some  new  products  - 
possibly  18  are  planned.   R.  T.  French  at  Shelley  deals  with  the 
potato  division,  such  as  mashed,  sliced,  flakes,  scalloped,  au  gratin, 
and  french  fries.   R.  T.  French  at  Shelley  has  added  another  fresh- 
pack  line  of  premium  quality  Idaho  Baking  Potatoes  packed  under  the 
R.  T.  French  label.   In  1971,  this  line  is  now  marketed  in  about  80 
U.  S.  cities.   Bill  D.  Robinson,  a  native  of  Wyoming,  is  the  new  plant 
manager.   The  company  employment  at  Shelley  has  remained  constant, 
(about  400)  during  the  processing  season. 

In  the  fall  of  1969,  a  $700,000  water  purifying  process  was  com- 
pleted according  to  specifications  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  Pollution 
Association. 

Ronald  Ball  of  Lewisville,  the  local  representative  of  the  Idaho 
Potato  Commission,  announced  that  potato  branding  will  be  put  into 
effect  in  Idaho  in  1971. 

In  1970,  there  were  227,000  acres  of  east  Idaho  potatoes  pro- 
ducing two-thirds  of  the  states  total  of  73  million  hundred  weight. 
There  are  plants  in  the  Upper  Snake  River  Valley  from  American  Falls 
to  Rexburg  who  disposed  of  60%  of  the  1969  crop.   Products  from  these 
plants  are:   dehydrated  products,  sliced,  dried  or  hash  brown,  mashed, 
instant  flakes,  scalloped,  au  gratin,  diced  and  french  fried  potatoes. 
Twenty  per  cent  of  the  crop  goes  into  feed,  seed,  and  shrinkage. 

A  new  seed  potato  field  has  opened  in  1970-71.   The  Teton  Valley 
Potato  Marketing  Association  have  a  receiving  and  packaging  plant  near 
Driggs. 
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No  exact  figure  can  be  given  on  the  1970-1971  crop  value,  but  if 
averaged  out,  would  exceed  $109  millionc   The  upper  valley  produces 
the  bulk  of  this  amount.   The  annual  payroll  for  the  1969  crop  was  in 
excess  of  $38  million,  according  to  figures  of  the  Potato  Processors 
of  the  Idaho  Association. 

The  "Russet"  has  become  world  known  and  has  made  Idaho  famous. 
The  only  annual  "Spud  Day"  in  all  the  world  is  celebrated  at  Shelley 
each  year.   Thousands  of  visitors  attend  each  year. 


THE  FOLLOWING  PEOPLE  WORK  AT  R.  T.  FRENCH 


FIRTH 


Mildred  Gunnarson 

Norma  Shafer 

Or in  Mecham 

Ross  Moser 

Levi  Hampton 

Jackie  Swenson 

Eunice  Nelson 

Marvin  Hopkins  (retired) 

Francis  Chaffin 

Frank  Williams  (retired) 


BASALT 


Fred  Mitchell 
Mary  Keller 
Calvin  Robinson 
Reda  Stevens 
Harlan  Kidd 
Joy  Freeman 
Bessie  Miller 
Ervin  Thompson 
Bertha  Johnson 
Shirley  Short 
Earl  McClain 
Francisco  Garza 


Lelia  Mecham 
Beatrice  Hopkins 
LaVern  Christensen 
Vance  Bolander 
Vernal  Swenson 
Leatha  Steele 
Olga  Adolfson 
David  Higley 
John  Klahenes 


Mrs.  Angus  Rardin 
Bud  Robinson 
Weldon  Stevens 
Eloise  Butler 
Mary  Kidd 
Darwin  Jolley 
Irene  Gibbs 
Leatha  Thompson 
Tom  Lambert 
Arlene  Short 
Charles  Berg 


The  following  short  biographies  are  not  in  sequence  according  to 
position.   It  is  hard  to  tell  which  one  is  more  important  -  the  plumber, 
the  secretary,  or  the  packer.   The  industry  needs  everyone.   The  hist- 
ories are  entered  according  to  listing  and  as  a  recognition  of  the  ach- 
ievements and  progress  of  our  community.2 

ERVIN  J„  THOMPSON  -  LEATHA  THOMPSON 

Leatha  came  from  Orderville,  Utah,  the  daughter  of  Enos  Albert 
and  Lillie  A.  Porter  Jorgensen.   Enos  was  a  bee  man  and  Leatha  learned 
much  about  bees.   Leatha  was  born  in  Basalt,  but  attended  high  school 
in  Logan.   She  worked  for  the  college  there.   She  taught  4-H  for  four 
years  and  received  a  pin.   She  does  painting  and  many  kinds  of  handi- 
work, as  well  as  general  sewing.   Leatha  has  taught  in  church  capacities 
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since  1939.   She  has  worked  at  R.  T.  French  Company  from  1957  to 
the  present,  and  has  had  experience  in  many  departments. 

Ervin  was  raised  in  Clarkston,  Utah,  the  son  of  David  and  Emma 
J.  Buttars  Thompson.   She  is  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.   Ervin 
carried  mail  from  Clarkston  to  Cache  Junction,  Utah,  for  some  time. 
Ervin  helped  make  the  blocks  for  the  first  chapel  in  February,  1938. 
Marion  Esplin,  Jr.,  made  the  motor  to  cut  the  blocks  with.   The 
blocks  were  made  near  the  gravel  pit  in  Oscar  Armstrong's  old  spud 
cellar.   Oscar  has  moved  to  Salmon  and  Ed  Kellar  has  the  place  now. 
Later,  the  Basalt  Ward  rented  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  warehouse  to 
finish  making  the  blocks. 

Ervin  and  Leatha  moved  to  Lillie  Jorgensen's  farm  (Leatha's 
mother),  where  they  still  live  today.   A  quit  claim  deed  was  granted 
to  them.   The  Jorgensens  had  bought  forty  acres  from  Leonard  Cox  in 
1911.   Charles  Criddle  had  homesteaded  the  place. 

Leatha  and  Ervin  bought  the  place  in  1937.   They  remodeled  and 
built  on  until  they  have  a  lovely  home.   They  belonged  to  the  Potato 
Growers,  Beet  Growers,  and  milked  cows  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge. 
Ervin  has  been  an  Assistant  to  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent, 
President  of  the  Elders  Quorum,  and  has  done  genealogy  work.   He 
works  shift  work  as  Custodian  and  Flummer  at  R.  To  French. 

The  Thompson  children  are:   Melvin  J.,  who  married  Lois  Dye  of 
Firth;  Relda  Gerdes,  who  lives  in  Wapello;  Eva  Jean  Bates,  who  lives 
in  Firth  and  Shelley.   LaRee  Clark  had  a  beauty  shop  for  five  years 
in  a  mobil  home  on  her  father's  farm.   She  has  had  a  Beautician's 
License  since  1966.   LaRee  also  graduated  from  Ricks  College.   She 
filled  a  mission  to  the  Eastern  States  in  1963-65.   When  she  was 
released  from  her  mission  Ervin  and  Leatha  drove  back  to  New  York  to 
get  her.   They  had  taken  a  tour  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  the  next 
day  was  spent  driving  to  New  York  City.   The  Thompsons  had  stayed  at 
a  motel  which  was  a  two  hour  drive  from  New  York.   They  drove  four 
hours  and  still  couldn't  find  New  York  City,  so  they  inquired  of  a 
military  guard.   He  told  them  to  go  back  the  way  they  had  come,  and 
that  they  were  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue  in  Washington,  D.C.   Well,  they 
saw  that  part  of  the  world  twice,  but  still  had  not  found  New  York 
City.   The  Thompsons  finally  located  New  York  City,  and  attended  the 
Worlds  Fair  in  1965. 

LOUIS  P.  HOWELL  -  THELMA  V.  JOHNSON 

Louis  was  born  in  Clifton,  Idaho,  the  son  of  William  Preston 
Howell  and  Susan  Porter.   The  fourth  in  a  family  of  nine.   The  child- 
ren were:   Elva,  Joseph,  Leah,  Louis,  Ray,  Willis,  Jesse,  Fonda,  and 
Bessie.   The  Howells  came  to  Basalt  in  1917.   Grandma  Howell's  home 
was  one  and  one-half  blocks  west  of  the  store.   The  home  burned  down. 

After  Louis  and  Thelma  were  married,  they  lived  in  Charlie  Lyon's 
home.   Louis  worked  in  the  potato  houses  and  for  the  railroad  for 
two  years.   The  next  ten  years  he  was  employed  on  dry  farms.   After 
R.  T.  French  started  in  Shelley,  Louis  was  a  foreman  for  years.   Louis 
was  unable  to  go  to  the  Armed  Forces  because  of  an  injury.   He  was 
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blind  in  one  eye»   Louis  attended  some  schools  at  Warm  River.   His 
great  uncle  was  a  member  of  the  Mormon  Batalion.   His  grandparents 
came  from  South  Carolina  to  Utah  with  the  colonizers.   His  grand- 
father was  in  the  Spanish-American  War  in  1898.   He  received  a  Medal 
of  Honor  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been 
handed  down  to  the  eldest  son,  Dean  Howell  of  Idaho  Falls. 

Thelma  came  from  early  families  -  Hiriam  Parley  Johnson  and 
Elizabeth  Chapman.   Her  brothers  and  sisters  were:   Clarence,  Alice, 
Irene,  Thelma,  Gladys,  Arlene,  Glen,  Howard,  Dean,  Dell  and  Willard. 
Thelma  was  born  in  Basalt  where  0.  B.  Harvey  now  resides.   It  was 
called  the  "Old  Green  House".   She  attended  Basalt  school  through 
the  eighth  grade . 

In  1944,  she  moved  to  Shelley.   She  lived  in  the  place  Thelma 
and  Louis  now  reside.   Louis  and  Thelma  had  seven  children:   Afton 
and  Dean  (by  first  marriage);  Donna,  Bob,  Ted,  Boyd,  and  Jerry  by 
the  second  marriage.   The  Howells  are  members  of  the  L.D.S.  Church 

WELDON  STEVENS  -  REDA  SMITH 

After  Weldon  and  Reda  were  married  they  worked  for  a  farmer 
south  of  Idaho  Falls.   About  1964-65,  Weldon  anc  Reda  bought  the  Jesse 
Howell  place  in  Basalt.   Weldon  served  his  time  in  the  Army  in  the 
Korean  area.   One  of  his  hobbies  is  drawing.   Reda  said  he  often  did 
drawings  to  amuse  the  children. 

The  Stevens  have  three  children:   Wendel,  who  is  in  high  school 
and  plays  in  the  band.   Roy  and  Rebecca  are  in  elementary  school. 
Weldon  has  been  maintenance  man  for  R.  T.  French  for  four  years. 
Reda  works  for  the  same  company  in  the  packaging  department. 

W.  J.  HIGLEY  -  SHIRLEY  MECHAM 

Shirley  was  raised  in  Firth.   She  and  her  husband,  W.  J.,  were 
graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Shirley  is  the  daughter  of  Herschel 
and  Ellen  A.  Mecham  of  Firth.   The  senior  Higleys  are  longtime  resi- 
dents of  lower  Presto.   Shirley  and  W.  J.  came  to  Firth  in  1966. 
They  lived  near  the  Wernettes.   Mr.  Higley  obtained  work  at  R.  T. 
French.   The  Higley  children  are:   David,  who  attended  I.S.U.,  and 
is  now  employed  at  Mike's  Paint  and  Glass  in  Blackfoot;  Eugene,  who 
served  in  the  United  States  Army  in  Viet  Nam;  and,  Charles,  who  is 
a  sophomore  in  Firth  High  School.   All  are,  or  will  be,  graduates 
of  Firth  High  School. 

MARVIN  HOPKINS  -  BEATRICE  DYE 

Marvin  and  Beatrice  have  raised  their  family  in  Beatrice's 
parent's  old  home.   Her  parents  are:   Jim  Dye  and  M.  E.  Pike.   This 
is  a  privilege  that  seldom  comes  to  families.   Beatrice  has  had  the 
home  remodeled  and  modernized  since  moving  into  it.   She  has  been 
active  with  various  offices  in  the  L.D.S.  Church  since  she  was  eigh- 
teen years  old.   She  attended  Grimm's  Business  School  in  Pocatello. 

Marvin,  too,  has  put  religion  first  in  his  life.   He  has  held 
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many  responsible  positions  in  the  church. 

Six  children  came  to  the  Hopkin's  home:   Darwin  C,  who  went 
on  a  mission  to  North  Mexico  in  1956  to  1958.   He  is  Supervisor, 
Maintenance  at  Idaho  Supreme.   He  is  a  graduate  of  U.S.U.  at  Logan. 
LaNada  F.  Gifford's  husband  works  at  Idaho  Supreme.   June  L. 
Hawkes;  Arlin  J.,  Lynn;  and,  Mary  are  still  at  home.   Lynn  returned 
from  an  L.D.S.  Mission  last  year.   Mary  likes  art  and  does  baby  sit- 
ting.  Marvin  worked  for  R.  T.  French  for  fifteen  years,  and  is  now 
retired. 

BOYD  H.  HOWELL  -  LORETTA  A.  GALLUP 

Boyd's  parents,  Louis  and  Thelma  Johnson  Howell,  lived  in  Ba- 
salt for  several  years.   The  Howells  moved  to  Shelley  where  they 
reside  today.   Boyd  had  attended  some  of  the  elementary  classes  in 
Basalt.   He  graduated  from  the  Shelley  High  School.   Loretta,  the 
daughter  of  Bert  and  Dorthea  Gallup,  attended  Shelley  elementary 
school  and  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School.   Loretta  attended 
Ricks  College  and  B.Y.U. 

The  Boyd  Howells  moved  to  Basalt  from  Shelley  in  1963.   Boyd 
is  Maintenance  Foreman  for  R.  T.  French  in  Shelley.   Loretta  has 
been  a  Teacher's  Aid  at  Firth  Elementary  School  for  three  years. 
Loretta  plays  the  guitar  and  sings.   She  won  some  honors  in  music, 
and  was  in  a  high  school  sextette.   She  won  a  Thespian  Letter  in 
high  school,  and  third  place  in  the  4-H  Talent  Contest.   She  likes 
to  do  oil  painting.   Boyd  likes  swimming,  fishing,  hunting,  and 
all  kinds  of  sports. 

The  Howells  have  four  children:   Boyd  0.,  Lynn,  Brett  Louis, 
and  Lani  Jo.   The  children  attend  Firth  Elementary  School. 

LEVI  HAMPTON  -  PATSY  RUSSELL 

Patsy  works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Levi  works  for  R.  T.  French, 
where  he  has  been  employed  for  fifteen  years.   The  Hamptons  should 
know  good  potatoes,  for  both  work  for  the  valley's  best  companies. 

Levi  was  in  the  Korean  conflict.   He  was  in  both  the  Army  and 
the  Navy. 

The  Hamptons  bought  the  George  Wilson  place  in  1964.   Their 
children,  Kevin,  Dusty,  and  Leon  attend  Firth  schools. 

EARL  MCCLAIN  -  ENONE  PHILLIPS 

The  McClains  came  from  Thatcher,  Idaho.   They  took  care  of  a 
Herford  ranch  for  seventeen  years  at  Hamer.   Earl  filled  a  two 
year  mission  to  the  Southern  States  for  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

The  McClains  lived  in  the  Clement  home  for  a  few  months  in 

1970.  They  moved  to  the  old  Wayne  Esplin  farm  house.   In  November, 

1971,  the  McClains  moved  into  a  new  home  in  Shelley.   They  rented 
while  their  home  was  being  built.   Their  children  are:   Kyle,  Von, 
Tena  and  Brian.   Earl  works  as  a  plumber  for  R.  T.  French. 
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ROSS  MOSER  -  DARLENE  BRIGGS 

Ross  and  Darlene  were  graduates  of  Rigby  High  School.   They 
were  raised  in  the  Rigby  and  Lewisville  area.   Ross  attended  two 
years  at  Ricks  and  Darlene  attended  one  year  at  Ricks.   The  Mosers 
moved  to  Basalt  in  1965 ■   They  lived  there  for  four  years.   Two 
years  ago  the  Mosers  bought  Him  Anderson's  one  hundred  acre  farm. 
Hay  and  grain  are  the  principal  crops  raised.   Much  of  the  farm  is 
used  to  pasture  the  twelve  milk  cows.   The  Mosers  have  a  bulk  tank 
and  sell  to  Kraft. 

For  several  years  the  Mosers  have  done  upholstery  work  in 
their  home.   They  call  their  business,  D  and  R  Upholstery.   They 
find  satisfaction  in  having  customers  who  are  pleased  with  their 
work.   Ross  is  in  Quality  Control  for  R.  T.  French,  where  he  has 
worked  for  nine  years. 

The  Moser  children  are:  Marian,  Dudley,  Stuart,  Marie,  Bryce 
and  Leon.   Ross  and  Darlene  are  active  in  church  activities  and 
social  affairs  at  Firth. 

FRANK  WILLIAMS  -  WANDA  THOMPSON 

Wanda  was  raised  at  Basalt,  the  daughter  of  Hobert  and  Mar- 
garet Thompson.   She  attended  Basalt  school  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Firth  High  School.   Frank  was  raised  in  New  Sweden. 

Wanda  and  Frank  came  from  Thomas  to  Firth  in  1957.   They  bought 
part  of  the  old  Firth  homestead  on  South  Franklin. 

Frank  was  a  section  man  on  the  railroad  in  1941.   He  is  now 
retired  from  R.  T.  French,  where  he  worked  for  several  years.   The 
six  William  children  are:   Edmund  F.,  who  lives  in  Basalt;  Louise, 
who  lives  in  Idaho  Falls;  Juanita  lives  at  home;  Raymond  lives  in 
Firth;  Linda,  a  nurses'  aid  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital;  and,  Janice  K.  , 
at  home.   All  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

S.  P.  SHORT  -  ARLENE  KELLAR 

The  Shorts  came  to  Basalt  in  1960,  and  bought  some  acreage  to 
build  on.   They  found  eleven  old  trees,  sunken  holes  and  about  an 
acre  of  waste  land.   The  place  was  unkempt,  rough,  and  was  very  un- 
attractive to  people  passing  by.   A  great  transformation  has  come 
over  the  place.   The  Shorts  believe  in  "paying  as  they  go".   They 
removed  stumps,  did  some  levelling,  and  started  building  a  new  home. 
The  Shorts  lived  in  the  house  while  they  were  finishing  it.   Both 
Shirley  and  Arlene  work  for  R.  T.  French  in  Shelley.   He,  in  main- 
tenance and  she  in  fresh  pack.   Commutting  back  and  forth,  morning 
and  night  left  just  a  short  time  to  work  on  their  home  and  yard. 
After  eleven  years  of  saving  and  working,  landscaping  and  planting, 
they  have  the  most  beautiful  place  in  Basalt,  or  in  Firth.   The 
Shorts  raised  a  family  of  self-supporting  children:   Eddie  is  a 
graduate  of  I.S*U.,  and  is  in  electronics  in  Nevada;  Monte,  is  a 
graduate  of  I.S.U.,  and  is  a  dental  technician  in  Alaska.   Both 
boys  were  in  the  Air  Force  and  are  married.   Julie  is  a  Firth 
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graduate,  as  were  her  two  brothers. 

FRED  MITCHELL  -  WILMA  GOODSON 

Fred  is  another  grandson  of  James  and  Annie  Mitchell.   Fred's 
father,  Richard  C.  was  of  English  descent.   His  mother,  Sadie  Van- 
dervilles,  was  of  Dutch  descent.   Fred  said  his  mother's  voice  could 
be  heard  two  miles  away.   The  Mitchells  lived  two  miles  from  town, 
and  she  would  call  him. 

Fred  worked  for  Fred  Shockey  for  six  years  in  the  freezer  de- 
partment, cold  storage,  in  the  store,  or  wherever  he  was  needed. 
Fred  and  Wilma  owned  a  house  in  town.   In  1953,  they  traded  the 
house  to  Severin  Adolfson  for  forty  acres,  where  the  Mitchells 
presently  reside. 

Fred  raises  hay,  grain,  and  a  few  potatoes.   He  has  a  farm 
flock  of  sheep  on  the  forty  acres.   They  belong  to  the  Wool  Growers 
Association.   The  Mitchells  milked  cows  for  a  few  years  and  sold 
to  Kraft. 

The  past  several  years,  Fred  has  worked  at  R.  T.  French  as  a 
boiler  man.   Wilma  is  a  housewife  and  mother  of  three:   Beverly 
Pratt;  Gene,  who  works  for  Sears  and  was  in  the  Air  Force.   He  has 
been  around  the  world.   Rick,  is  at  home  and  in  elementary  school 
in  Firth.   Beverly  and  Gene  were  both  Firth  High  School  graduates. 

CHARLES  MCKAY  BERG  -  EMMA  HASLER 

Charles  was  born  and  raised  in  Basalt.   He  was  a  graduate  of 
Firth  High  School.   His  parents,  John  H.  Berg  and  Nicholine  Klem- 
entine  Klemensen,  were  of  Norwegian  descent,   Charles  was  raised 
in  a  large  family  and  knew  the  hardships  of  the  early  settlers. 
He  also  knew  the  trials  of  homesteading  and  of  building  a  town  out 
of  sagebrush.   Charles  cared  for  his  invalid  mother  many  years, 
and  showed  great  respect  for  her.   Charles  served  in  the  Air  Force 
in  1942. 

In  1950-52,  Charles  was  on  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church, 
to  the  Central  States.   Charles  served  as  Councilman  on  the  Town 
Board.   He  married  Emma  Hasler  in  1960.   Charles  and  Emma  built  a 
beautiful  new  home  on  a  corner  of  his  mother's  old  place.   The  old 
home  has  been  rented  and  sold. 

Emma  Hasler  came  from  Midway,  Utah,  the  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Emma  Baumgartner  Hasler.   She  obtained  her  education  from  Mid- 
way Elementary  and  Wasatch  High  School  in  Heber  City,  Utah.   Emma 
served  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  1955-57,  to  the  Central 
Atlantic  States.   She  worked  at  Custom  Furniture  in  Salt  Lake  City 
before  coming  to  Basalt.   Emma  has  been  Relief  Society  President, 
Counselor  and  Sunday  School  Teacher  in  Basalt,   She  has  served  as 
Clerk  of  the  Town  Board  from  1968  to  the  present. 


173 


CLARENCE  NELSON  -  EUNICE  HJELM 

Clarence's  father,  John  Nelson  and  his  mother,  Kjrieste  Larson 
were  homesteaders  at  Lava  Side  in  1894.   The  Nelson  children  were 
students  of  Lava  Side  School  which  was  in  the  corner  of  the  Burten- 
shaw  farm,  where  the  old  Swedish  Church  is.   After  the  brick  school 
house  was  built  at  Lava  Side  District  //44,  the  church  replaced  the 
school  house. 

Clarence  married  Eunice  Hjelm,  the  daughter  of  Albert  and  Signe 
Hjelm  of  Riverview.   The  Nelsons  bought  the  place  from  Mr.  Sage, 
where  Eunice  lives  today.   Clarence  and  Eunice  have  five  children: 
Dale,  Deloy,  Duane,  Dawn,  and  Diane. 

Clarence  died  in  1967.   Duane  is  operating  the  farmland  also 
has  part  of  Gerald  Stolworthy's  farm  near  the  lavas.   Duane  lives 
in  Rose. 

The  Clarence  Nelsons  sold  milk  to  Challenge  for  years.   The 
past  eleven  years  Eunice  has  worked  for  R.  T.  French  in  Shelley. 
Eunice  visits  often  with  her  mother,  Signe  Hjelm  of  Shelley,  who 
lives  all  alone  in  her  neat,  little  home.   Signe  does  handwork  and 
beautiful  crocheting.   She  has  a  keen  memory. 

BESSIE  MILLER  -  ED  MILLER  (Deceased) 

Bessie's  parents,  Charles  and  Harriet  Habershaw  Criddle,  both 
came  from  England.   Mr.  Criddle  was  Post  Master,  Mrs.  Criddle  was 
Mail  Carrier,  and  storekeeper  in  Basalt,  where  Bessie  and  Alvin  re- 
ceived their  elementary  education.   Bessie  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School  in  1930.   Bessie  married  Edward  J.  Miller  in  1936.   He 
joined  the  church  a  month  after  they  were  married.   Ed  and  Bessie 
purchased  the  George  McBride  homestead  soon  after  they  were  mar- 
ried.  The  McBrides  had  built  the  house  about  1918.   The  Millers 
had  three  children:   Edward  C,  who  has  a  Master's  Degree.   He  at- 
tended Ricks  and  the  University  of  Utah.   He  is  living  in  Broom- 
field,  Colorado.   Sharon  Steck  lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Ronald  C. 
has  a  Bachelor's  Degree  from  the  University  of  Utah.   He  lives  in 
Bremerton,  Washington. 

Ed  Miller  was  hit  by  a  train  at  the  crossing  by  R.  T.  French. 
Ed  Jr.  had  to  quit  college  and  come  home  to  take  over  until  his 
father  was  able  to  do  so.   Part  cf  the  farm  was  rented.   Ed  never 
was  quite  himself.   He  died  in  1969.   Ed  was  a  member  of  the  Potato 
Growers,  and  sold  milk  to  Kraft  from  1940  to  1946;  and,  to  Challenge 
from  1949  to  1955 . 

Bessie  has  worked  for  R.  T.  French  as  a  trimmer  the  past  ten 
years.   She  does  knitting,  crocheting,  and  sewing  in  her  spare  time. 

CALVIN  ROBINSON  -  JANICE  STEWART 

The  Robinsons  live  in  a  rebuilt  home  in  Basalt.   The  first  home 
in  1958,  was  a  mobile  home,  which  caught  fire  and  burned  in  1968. 
No  one  was  injured,  and  the  clothes  were  salvaged.   The  Shelley  Fire 
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Department  came,  but  the  damage  was  great. 

Calvin  and  Janice  stayed  with  relatives  until  they  bought  a 
place  from  Buck  Nelson.   The  place  was  rebuilt  and  remodeled.   Today, 
the  Robinsons  have  a  commodious  house. 

Calvin  is  a  maintenance  man  for  R.  T.  French.   He  received  his 
schooling  in  Shelley  and  Firth.   He  is  the  son  of  Edithe  and  Ellis 
Robinson.   Janice  received  her  schooling  in  Iona  and  Goshen.   Mar- 
vin and  Irene  Stewart  are  her  parents.   The  three  Robinson  children 
are:   Vickie,  Ronda,  and  Cheryl  and  all  are  in  Elementary  School  in 
Firth. 

TOM  LAMBERT  -  CAROLINE  HATCH 

The  Lamberts  came  to  Basalt  from  Firth  in  1960.   They  have 
built  on  to  the  basement  home  that  Lloyd  and  Lummy  Frandsen  built 
many  years  ago.   The  Lamberts  have  an  attractive  home  and  yard. 
The  beauty  is  enhanced  inside  the  home  where  original  paintings  and 
handiwork  adorn  the  rooms.   Caroline  Lambert  does  captivating  paint- 
ings in  oil.   She  was  Art  Editor  in  high  school.   One  son  is  good 
in  art.   Tom's  parents  were  Jack  and  Bobbie  Elder  Lambert.   Tom  at- 
tended school  in  Firth  and  Shelley.   Caroline  received  her  education 
in  Shelley  and  Missouri.   Her  parents  were  Charles  I.  Hatch  and  La- 
Vern  Davies.   Sewing  is  another  art  Caroline  has  mastered. 

Tom  is  a  boilerman  for  R.  T.  French.   Caroline  is  a  Certified 
Public  Accountant.   The  Lamberts  have  two  children  in  elementary 
school,  Tamara  L.  and  Michael  C. 

JOHN  AND  JOSEPHINE  KLABENES 

The  Klabenes  came  to  Firth  in  1952  from  Idaho  Falls.   They 
lease  their  place  from  Mrs.  Joe  Bartausky  from  Blackfoot.   Josephine 
does  baby  sitting. 

John  served  in  both  wars.   He  was  in  World  War  I  as  a  draftee. 
He  then  was  called  in  as  a  mechanic  on  a  plane  in  World  War  II. 
John  has  been  a  mechanic  for  R.  T.  French  at  Shelley  and  is  now  re- 
tired.  Marlene,  the  oldest  child,  lives  in  Nevada.   Donna  is  in 
California.   Davis  is  at  home  and  is  a  night  policeman  in  Firth. 
He  was  in  the  reserve  for  six  years.   Mary  Mclnelly  lives  in  Utah. 
The  Klabenes  have  five  grandchildren. 

FRANCIS  CHAFFIN 

The  Chaff ins  came  to  this  area  in  1966  from  Wapello.   Francis 
works  for  R.  T.  Erench.   The  children  are:   Lee  Ann,  who  is  a  soph- 
omore in  Firth  High  School,  and  has  had  4-H  for  six  years.   Windy  is 
a  freshman.   John  and  Garrett  are  their  two  sons.   All  the  children 
attend  Firth  schools. 

VANCE  BOLANDER  -  DARLENE  HUMPHRIES 

Vance  and  Darlene  knew  each  other  all  through  the  grades  and  in 
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high  school.   Vance  was  class  president  in  his  sophomore  year. 
Both  Vance  and  Darlene  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Vance 
attended  U.S.U.   He  drove  the  school  bus  two  terms  for  Firth  High 
School,  when  Max  Snow  was  Principal.   Vance  and  Darlene  rented 
farm  land  and  farmed  a  few  years.   They  milked  cows  and  sold  to 
Challenge. 

When  R.  T.  French  started  in  Shelley  in  1958,  Vance  started 
with  them.   He  has  been  with  them  ever  since  except  one  year  when  he 
helped  install  Idaho  Supreme.   Vance  is  an  electrical  engineer  for 
Frenchs. 

Darlene  was  left  motherless  at  an  early  age,  but  was  a  great 
comfort  and  help  to  her  father,  Earl  Humphries,  after  her  mother 
passed  away.   Darlene  is  an  industrious  mother  and  a  devoted  com- 
panion to  her  husband.   Darlene  and  Vance  have  served  in  many  res- 
ponsible positions  in  the  Firth  Ward  and  Shelley  Stake.   At  present, 
he  is  a  Counselor  to  Bishop  Dale  L.  Christensen. 

Vance  spent  the  required  time  for  Uncle  Sam  in  the  Navy.   He 
was  in  the  Pacific  area.   Five  children  came  to  the  Bolanders: 
Catharine,  who  is  married  to  David  Jensen  of  Pocatello;  Peggy, 
teaches  at  B.Y.U.;  Mark  is  a  missionary  in  Pennsylvania;  Kim  and 
Joy  are  at  home. 

FRANCISCO  GARZA  -  VIRGINIA  MELENDAZ 

Not  all  of  the  resident  of  Basalt-Firth  were  educated  in  the 
local  schools.   Francisco  Garza,  son  of  Jose  and  Rafolla  Espionoza 
Garza  and  his  pretty  wife,  Virginia  Melendaz,  daughter  of  Nilo  and 
Maria  Garcia  Melendaz  were  educated  in  Mexico  and  Edinberg,  Texas. 

The  Garzas  came  to  Basalt  in  1959.   They  purchased  the  little 
brick  home  east  of  Charles  Berg  that  was  built  for  Pearl  Christensen, 
Mr.  Garza  works  in  the  warehouse  packaging  for  R.  T.  French.   The 
Garzas  play  guitars  and  sing.   They  like  history.   Mrs.  Garza  does 
beautiful  crewell  embroidery  and  woodwork.   Her  house  is  kept  im- 
maculate. 

The  Garzas  have  five  children:   Imelda,  Jose,  Joel,  Jesus, 
Javier,  who  attend  the  Firth  Elementary  School. 

Mrs.  Garza  thinks  pigs  are  quite  destructive.   One  day,  the 
Garzas  were  traveling  to  Idaho  Falls  when  their  car  hit  a  pig  that 
was  on  the  highway.   You  might  think  a  pig  isn't  very  large,  but  it 
was  large  enough  that  it  wrecked  the  Garza's  car. 

JOHN  BEAL  -  ERLA  QUINTON 

Erla  was  raised  around  Idaho  Falls.   She  and  John  bought  their 
place  that  is  north  and  east  of  Basalt  in  1957.   They  have  a  small 
farm  and  raise  beef  cattle.   Both  John  and  Erla  are  employed  by  the 
R.  T.  French  Company  in  Shelley.   Their  home  is  probably  part  of 
the  Bateman's  homestead.   John  served  a  stretch  for  Uncle  Sam  in  the 
Army.   John  and  Erla  have  eight  children:   Wanda  Harker,  who  lives 
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in  California  and  likes  art;  Robert  J.;  Linda  Miller;  Taylor;  Nancy 
Joy  Hansen  of  Idaho  Falls;  Jeannie,  who  married  Ronnie  Duce  and  lives 
in  Basalt;   Jennie  writes  poems.   John  R.,  and  John  Robert  are  in 
junior  high  and  elementary  schools  in  Firth.   The  four  older  child- 
ren attended  Shelley  High  School. 

VIRGIL  K.  NELSON  -  PHYLLIS  TAYSOM 

Virgil  was  born  in  Basalt,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Nelson. 
He  attended  elementary  and  high  schools  in  Basalt  and  Firth.   He  was 
a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

Phyllis  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Taysom  of  Shelley. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High  School.   Phyllis  is  employed  at 
The  Food  Store,  and  at  Batemens  part  time. 

Virgil  was  in  the  Navy  from  1934  to  1936.   He  is  employed  at 
R.  T.  French.   The  Nelsons  farmed  at  Lost  River  before  coming  to 
Basalt  in  1966. 

The  Nelsons  have  four  children:   Curtis,  Karla,  Allen  and  Dale. 
The  children  attend  Firth  schools. 
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IDAHO  SUPREME  POTATO  COMPANY 


AFTON  CROFT  AND  MARY  LYON 

Af ton's  father,  Hyrum  Croft  and  his  family  were  Utah  Pioneers. 
His  mother,  Charlotte  Paskett  was  also  of  pioneer  ancestry. 

Hyrum  raised  his  family  in  the  new  rock  house  he  helped  his 
father,  John,  build.   This  house  still  stands.   It  is  north  and  east 
of  Basalt. 

Afton  attended  Basalt  Elementary  and  High  Schools.   He  knew  the 
rigors  of  living  on  a  homestead.   He  had  lived  on  his  father's  home- 
stead on  Rawlins  Creek.   They  would  ride  their  ponies  to  the  valley 
and  to  the  Trail  Creek  Store. 

Afton  was  partners  with  Bill  Wilson  in  1944.   They  bought  pota- 
toes.  Afton  had  a  business  of  his  own  for  five  years.   It  was  called 
the  Idaho  Grain  and  Produce. 

In  1950  Sterling  Hone  and  Afton  were  partners  in  a  business  cal- 
led, CROFT  AND  HONE  POTATO  COMPANY.   This  partnership  still  exists. 

The  Idaho  Supreme  Potato  Company  was  established  in  1966.  Afton 
was  President.  Arthur  Oppenheimer  and  Sterling  Hone  were  Vice  Presi- 
dents. This  company  is  locally  owned  and  has  thirty  other  stockhold- 
ers. The  plant  is  very  modern  and  convenient.  It  employs  around  200 
people.   The  plant  manufactures  potato  flakes  and  fresh  packs. 

The  company  has  purchased  several  acre  plots  (40-50  acres  each), 
that  are  sprinkled  as  pasture,  taking  care  of  the  waste  wash  water, 
thus  avoiding  river  pollution. 

The  local  stockmen  haul  the  potato  pulp  to  their  feed  lots  where 
it  is  stored  in  silage  pits  as  a  supplement  to  be  fed  in  fattening 
cattle  and  sheep.   This  might  be  called  a  by-product. 

Idaho  Supreme  has  brought  a  growing  industry  to  the  vicinity  of 
Basalt-Firth.   It  is  conveniently  located  between  the  two  towns  on 
the  old  homestead  of  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom,  who  is  Afton' s  grandfather 
by  marriage.   He  homesteaded  the  place  in  1885. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  since  these  horse  and  buggy  days. 
Large  vans  and  Union  Pacific  railroad  cars  haul  tons  of  potato  flakes 
and  fresh  packs  to  all  parts  of  the  nation. 

Electric  and  steam  boilers,  machines  and  the  most  modern  devices 
keep  employees  safely  producing  good  quality  products.   There  are 
three  shifts  at  the  plant  and  everything  is  shut  down  on  Sundays. 
This  was  one  of  the  resolutions  made  by  the  Presidency  in  the  begin- 
ning. 1 

Afton  has  always  been  a  family  man.   He  chose  a  sweet  and  de- 
voted woman  to  be  the  mother  of  his  children.   Mary  Lyon  is  the 
daughter  of  John  J.  and  Elgina  Inglestrom  Lyon.   Her  mother  was  one 
of  the  first  girls  born  in  Basalt.  Mary  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High 
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School.   Afton  was  Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward  for  five  years.   He  is 
presently  a  High  Councilman. 

Mary  has  been  in  teaching  positions  all  her  life.   Her  good  ex- 
ample is  the  best  teacher.   She  works  in  the  Stake  Relief  Society 
at  present,  and  has  held  many  Stake  and  Ward  positions. 

The  Crofts  lived  in  a  home  in  the  Shockey  addition  for  several 
years.   In  1965,  they  built  a  new,  modern  home  on  part  of  the  Joseph 
Dye  homestead  south  of  Firth.   The  new  place  is  out  of  town  so  the 
children  have  their  ponies  and  a  pasture  for  them„ 

The  Croft  children  are:   Norman  J.,  who  married  Deon  Anderson. 
They  live  in  Salt  Lake  where  Norman  works  on  construction.   Norman 
filled  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

Ileen,  who  was  Salutatorian  in  her  senior  year  and  was  active 
in  F.H.A.   She  married  Kenneth  Johnson,  a  farmer  and  a  cattle  man. 
They  live  south  of  Shelley.   Neil,  who  married  Sharon  Pixton.   He 
is  a  Sales  Foreman  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Neil  filled  a  mission  to  the 
British  Isles.   They  live  in  Shelley.   Ned,  who  is  a  purchasing 
agent  in  Salt  Lake  City.   He  married  Marilyn  Christensen,   They  live 
in  Salt  Lake.   Cheryl  attended  Girls  State.   She  was  Editor  of  the 
annual,  and  was  Co-Salutatorian  while  in  high  school.   She  married 
Merrill  Barney,  who  is  teaching  in  Salmon,  Idaho.   Vincent  attended 
Ricks  College.   He  traveled  from  Texas  to  Oregon  with  a  rock  group. 
He  was  Student  Body  President  in  1969.   He  went  to  Boys  State.   He 
works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Donna  is  a  senior  in  Firth  High  School. 
All  the  children  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.2 

STERLING  HONE  AND  BLENDA  REYNOLDS 

Sterling  Hone  was  raised  on  a  farm  in  Wapello.   He  knew  the 
rigorous  life  farmers  have  to  life  and  the  games  of  chance  they  play. 
Sterling  came  to  Firth  in  1928.   He  operated  the  Texaco  Station  on 
the  corner  where  Ollie's  Burger  Hut  is.   He  owned  this  station  for 
seventeen  years.   When  he  built  his  home  in  the  south  part  of  town, 
he  built  a  new  station  adjacent  to  his  home.   After  operating  this 
station  for  five  years  he  leased  the  station  to  Kent  Ockerman. 

Sterling  married  Mildred  Wright  who  became  the  mother  of  his 
two  children,  Dean  and  Shirley.   Mildred  passed  away  in  1942.   Dean 
was  Student  Body  President  in  his  senior  year.   He  was  in  the  Navy. 
He  married  and  moved  away.   He  is  presently  an  Accountant  in  Seattle, 
Washington.   Shirley  married  an  electrician  and  they  live  in  Pocatel- 
lo. 

In  1943,  Sterling  met  a  charming  school  teacher,  Blenda  Rey- 
nolds from  Ashton,  Idaho.   Blenda  was  a  graduate  of  Ashton  High 
School  and  Ricks  College.   She  taught  school  two  years;  one  year  at 
Shelley  and  one  year  at  Firth.   Blenda  and  Sterling  were  married  in 
1943.   Blenda  has  a  lovely  voice  and  has  sung  in  many  musicals. 

Blenda  and  Sterling  have  five  children:   Carol,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  B.Y.U.   She  sings  and  has  a  lovely  voice.   Janice,  who 
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served  a  mission  in  Germany.   She,  too,  is  musical.   Marilyn,  who 
excells  in  Drama,  but  is  a  lover  of  music.   James,  who  was  Class 
President  in  his  senior  year.   He  liked  basketball.   Barbara,  who 
is  found  in  musical  circles.   She  loves  music.   Barbara,  Marilyn, 
and  Janice  were  Cheer  Leaders  in  high  school.   Carol  was  a  state 
debater. 

Sterling  was  Ward  Clerk  for  six  years  when  Lloyd  Bolander  was 
Bishop.   He  spent  three  years  on  the  County  Board  and  eighteen 
years  on  the  School  Board.   He  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for 
eight  years,  and  Counselor  in  Y. M.M.I. A. 

Sterling  enjoys  golfing  and  bowling.  He  won  an  award  for  golf- 
ing. 

Sterling  is  a  potato  buyer.   He  understands  good  potatoes  by 
the  expression  in  their  eyes.   Each  day  he  goes  hunting  for  good 
potatoes. 

BRUCE  RICKS  AND  PEGGY  WHITING 

Bruce  was  raised  in  Rexbnrg,  the  son  of  Frank  and  Nina  Clem- 
ents Ricks  of  Lewisville.   He  attended  Madison  High  School  and  Ricks 
College. 

Peggy  is  the  oldest  daughter  of  Ronald  and  Capitola  Whiting  of 
Basalt.   Bruce  worked  his  way  through  college  picking  fruit,  driving 
a  school  bus,  anc  as  a  ski  instructor.   Bruce  and  Peggy  lived  in 
Provo  before  coming  to  Basalt  in  1961.   They  lived  on  Ronald's  farm 
north  of  Basalt  for  several  years.   They  bought  the  old  Hutchinson 
farm  south  of  Firth.   While  in  Basalt,  Bruce  was  Counselor  to  Bishop 
William  Messick.   He  served  in  other  capacities  in  the  church  at  the 
same  time. 

Peggy  spent  fifteen  years  in  different  church  capacities.   She 
played  the  accordion.   She  also  directed  music. 

Bruce  became  Plant  Manager  for  Idaho  Supreme  in  1966.  He  still 
holds  the  position. 

The  Ricks  family  moved  to  Moreland  a  year  ago.   Bruce  commutes 
to  work. 

The  Ricks  children  are:   Robert,  Ronald,  Jerremy,  Scott,  Michael, 
Lisa  and  Jason.   The  children  attend  Moreland  schools.   Robert  is  a 
senior. 

Ronald  fell  from  a  tree  and  ruptured  his  spleen.  The  next  year 
he  fractured  his  skull.  Later,  he  hemmorrhaged  from  a  tonsil  opera- 
tion.  He  has  recovered  from  these,  and  is  well  today. 

CHARLES  A.  WISEMAN  AND  MELBA  WHITE 

After  Charles  and  Melba  were  married,  they  moved  two  rooms  built 
by  John  Johnson  from  the  farm  where  Jesse  Wiseman's  place  into  Basalt, 
across  from  the  store.   They  added  more  rooms,  remodeled,  painted,  and 
as  a  result,  have  a  beautiful  home  with  well  kept  yards  and  pretty 
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flowers . 

Melba ' s  grandfather  built  one  of  the  first  houses  across  the 
Cedar  Point  Canal,  east.  Charles'  mother,  Annie  Irlam,  came  from 
England  when  she  was  in  her  twenties. 

Both  Charles  and  Melba  spent  their  childhood  days  inSalt  Lake 
City.   Both  attended  Firth  High  School.   Melba  is  a  licensed  Cosme- 
tologist.  She  spent  many  years  in  a  shop  in  Firth  where  the  Burger 
Hut  is  presently  located.   She  does  some  custom  work  in  her  home. 
Melba  works  in  fresh  pack  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

Charles  worked  for  the  canal  company,  drove  a  school  bus,  was 
Custodian  at  the  Firth  High  School  after  Earl  Humphries  retired  in 
1964.  Charles  was  a  mechanic  in  the  bowling  alley  in  Shelley.  At 
present,  he  is  a  Potato  Processing  Fieldman  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

Charles  served  as  Councilman  on  the  Town  Board.   He  has  worked 
in  the  Y. M.M.I. A.   Melba  has  served  in  the  Y. W.M.I. A.  and  in  the 
Relief  Society. 

Charles  and  Melba  have  two  children:  Shirley  Dawn  Mecham  of 
Blackfoot;  and,  Douglas  Charles  Wiseman  of  Idaho  Falls. 

WILFORD  CHAPMAN  AND  MARGARET  BOWMAN 

Wilford  is  the  son  of  Alexia  and  John  Chapman  of  Firth.   Wil- 
ford  was  President  of  his  senior  class.   He  filled  a  mission  to  New 
Zealand  in  1957  to  1960.   He  graduated  from  Utah  State  University. 

Margaret  is  the  daughter  of  Dewey  and  Kathryn  Bowman  of  Goshen, 
Wilford  worked  for  R.  T.  French  Company  in  1958.   He  observed  many 
ideas  about  the  processing  of  potatoes  while  working  there.   This 
knowledge  was  valuable  later. 

In  1961,  Wilford  and  Margaret  lived  in  a  trailer  back  of  01- 
lie's  Burger  Hut.   They  had  transformed  the  Texaco  station  into  the 
Burger  Hut. 

Wilford  contributed  some  of  his  ideas  to  Idaho  Supreme  when 
it  was  established  in  1966.   He  became  Supervisor  of  Dehydration. 
Wilford  has  been  a  strong  promoter  of  Idaho  Supreme.   He  is  pre- 
sently Superintendent  of  Production. 

Wilford  and  Margaret  bought  part  of  the  Chapman  farm  from 
John's  father,  and  have  built  a  modern  home  across  from  the  elemen- 
tary school.   This  was  formerly  part  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth  home- 
stead. 

Wilford  and  Margaret  have  seven  children.   They  are:   Pamela, 
Von  Dee,  Jana,  Wade,  Dewey,  Brad  and  Charles.   They  all  attend 
Firth  schools. 

Margaret  has  worked  with  the  girl  ball  teams  in  M.I. A.  and 
they  have  won  some  honors. 
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JACK  LEAVITT  AND  DOROTHELLA  DAWNS 

Jack  and  Dorothella  bought  the  farm  that  August  Roos  operated. 
It  is  the  Quist  Larsen  homestead  formerly  owned  by  Gus  Burkman. 
The  Roos  family  wished  to  move  into  town  so  an  exchange  was  made. 

Leavitts  came  from  Menan,  Idaho  to  Firth  in  1964.  Jack  owned 
sheep  for  a  time.  When  the  Idaho  Supreme  was  organized,  Jack  Lea- 
vitt  became  a  foreman,  along  with  several  others. 

Jack  and  Dorothella  have  six  children:   Randa  Lynn,  Byron, 
Verl,  Darren  and  Jared.   The  children  have  attended  Riverview  and 
Firth  schools. 

ED  HEBDON  AND  ALICE  JOLLEY 

Ed  and  Alice  came  from  Blackfoot  about  1955.   Ed  has  driven  a 
school  bus,  and  Alice  has  served  in  music  capacities  all  her  life. 
She  has  served  in  the  Relief  Society,  Sunday  School,  M.I. A.,  and 
in  Ward  and  Stake  positions.   She  has  held  these  offices  in  Black- 
foot  and  Shelley  Stakes.   Alice  has  been  Captain,  Music  Conductor 
and  Lesson  Leader  in  the  Cedar  Point  and  Brower  Camp  D.U.P.  in 
Blackfoot  since  1940. 

The  Hebdons  bought  the  Wilburn  Robinson  place  north  and  east 
of  Basalt.   They  have  milked  cows  and  sold  to  Kraft  and  Challenge. 
They  have  been  members  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   They  buy  and 
sell  cattle. 

Their  children  are:   Beverly,  who  married  Gary  Dye.   They  live 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.   Nola  Mae,  who  married  Gordon  Harker.   She 
is  a  secretary  in  the  Emergency  Ward  in  the  L.D.S.  Hospital.   Ed- 
win Boyd,  who  married  Darla  Allen.   Boyd  was  in  the  Navy  and  re- 
ceived his  training  in  San  Diego,  California.   He  was  sent  to  Viet 
Nam.   Boyd  excelled  in  F.F.A.  while  in  high  school.   Wesley  Leon 
is  interested  in  speech.   Leon  is  still  at  home. 

LLOYD  BOLANDER  AND  GILBERTA  SORENSON 

Lloyd  Bolander's  people  were  energetic,  honest  and  god  fear- 
ing.  They  came  from  Taylor sville,  Utah,  to  Shelley  in  1905.   They 
held  various  jobs.   Nora  McGary  and  George  Bolander  were  working 
for  the  same  farmer  when  they  were  young.   A  romance  developed  as 
they  became  better  acquainted.   They  were  later  married. 

In  1940  George  and  Nora  bought  a  farm  south  of  Firth.   It  is 
the  Charles  J.  Peterson  homestead.   Lloyd,  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters were  raised  in  this  tall  home. 

Lloyd  attended  Shelley  schools.   He  met  Gilberta  after  coming 
to  Firth.   They  were  in  the  same  church  groups.   After  Lloyd  and 
Gilberta  were  married,  Lloyd  became  President  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A.  in 
Firth. 

Lloyd  took  over  the  farm  after  his  parents  built  a  heme  in 
Firth.   He  and  Gilberta  built  a  new  home  in  front  of  the  old  home. 
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After  Idaho  Supreme  was  established,  Lloyd  was  employed  as  one 
of  the  foremen.  In  1970,  one  of  the  boilers  blew  up.  Lloyd  was  in 
the  room.  He  received  first  degree  burns  on  his  body  and  legs.  He 
was  unable  to  work  for  several  weeks.   He  has  completely  recovered. 

Lloyd  and  Gilberta  have  been  members  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Grow- 
ers and  have  sold  milk  to  Challenge.  Lloyd  was  Bishop  of  the  Firth 
Ward  from  1965  to  1970. 

The  Bolanders  have  seven  children:   Leon,  who  is  at  home;  Mar- 
jorie  Lapsausky  lives  in  Connecticut;  Jean  Creek  lives  in  Portland; 
Carol,  Marilyn,  Connie,  and  Paul  are  at  home.   All  the  children 
have  attended  the  Firth  schools. 

JOHN  CHAPMAN  AND  LORRAINE  DYE 

John  is  the  son  of  Alexia  and  John  Chapman  of  Firth.   John  Sr. 
bought  part  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth  homestead  about  1940.   They  came 
from  Preston,  Idaho. 

In  1969,  John  and  Alexia  built  a  new  frame  house  on  their  farm, 
John  Jr.  and  Lorraine  live  in  the  big  home  and  operate  the  farm. 

John  Jr.  and  Lorraine  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 
Lorraine  was  Valedictorian  in  1949.   Both  of  them  have  held  Stake 
and  Ward  positions.   John  was  in  the  Firth  Bishopric  in  1970. 

John  has  raised  potatoes.   They  milked  cows  and  sold  the  milk 
to  Challenge. 

The  six  Chapman  children  have  all  taken  music  lessons.   The 
children  are:   J.  Blaine,  who  was  Student  Body  President  in  his 
senior  year.   He  attended  Ricks  College  for  two  years.   Karen,  is 
attending  Ricks  College.   Connie  is  still  in  high  school.   She 
plays  the  piano.   Jo  Ann  is  in  junior  high  and  plays  the  clarinet. 
Don  is  in  elementary  school.   James  is  also  in  elementary  school. 

ARDELL  MITCHELL  AND  HANNAH  FORTNER 

Ardell  attended  elementary  school  in  Basalt.   Ardell  is  the 
oldest  son  of  Roland  and  Thelma  Bailey  Mitchell. 

Hannah  was  raised  in  Kimball.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High 
School. 

The  Mitchells  live  in  Gerald  Stolworthy's  home.   Hannah  works 
for  Idaho  Supreme. 

The  Mitchells  have  four  children:   Douglas,  who  is  married  to 
Kathleen  Call;  Gary,  who  was  class  president;  Denise,  who  was  a 
cheerleader;  Denise  is  a  junior  at  Firth  High  School. 

MAURICE  GENTILLON  AND  LADINE  HANSEN 

In  1957  Maurice  and  Ladine  bought  the  Peterson-Burkman  farm 
in  Riverview.   This  farm  is  adjacent  to  the  old  Riverview  School, 
which  is  now  dismantled. 
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Maurice  is  the  son  of  Cyprian  and  Marie  Gentillon.  Maurice 
and  Marcel  Gentillon  are  twins. 

Ladine  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Hansen  of 
Goshen.   Ladine  and  Maurice  are  graduates  of  Firth  high  School. 

Maurice  operated  his  father's  farm  for  seven  years.   He  milked 
cows  and  sold  the  milk  to  Challenge  and  Kraft.  Maurice  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Farmers  Organization.   He  was  a  member  of  the 
Potato  Growers.   Maurice  and  Marcel  feed  cows  and  calves.   They 
make  silage  from  corn.   The  calves  are  fed  in  mangers.   The  twins 
have  about  225  head  of  stock. 

Maurice  has  belonged  to  the  Cedar  Creek  Grazing  Association 
for  four  years.  In  1971  Maurice  was  installed  as  Supervisor  for 
the  North  Bingham  County  Soil  Conservation. 

Ladine  works  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

The  Gentillons  have  six  children.   Sandra  Staples  lives  in 
Salt  Lake  City.   She  worked  for  a  bank  in  Blackfoot  before  her 
marriage.   She  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Monte,  Wesley, 
Carla,  Cindy  and  Stacia  are  living  at  home. 

ELMO  MORGAN  AND  IRIS  HARDCASTLE 

Elmo  came  from  Shelton,  Idaho.   Iris  was  raised  in  Lewisville 
and  Rigby.   The  Morgans  came  to  Lava  Side  in  1949. 

Elmo  was  in  a  hospital  twenty-two  months  while  in  the  service. 
He  was  hit  by  a  truck  while  changing  a  tire.   He  is  unable  to  farm 
or  work. 

The  Morgans  lost  a  barn,  coop,  hay  and  other  farmstead  corrals 
as  the  result  of  a  fire. 

The  Morgans  have  sold  milk  to  Challenge  and  Kraft.   They  live 
east  of  the  tracks  in  Firth  in  the  Shockey  Addition. 

Iris  has  worked  three  years  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

The  Morgan  children  are:   Sandra  Walker,  who  lives  in  Idaho 
Falls.   During  her  school  years  she  received  4-H  honors.   Rosalie 
Lemons  lives  in  Blackfoot.   She  was  also  a  4-H  member.   Orin  won 
honors  in  F.F.A.   Reynold  was  class  president  in  his  junior  year. 
He  belonged  to  F.F.A. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  BRIGHAM  C.  HOKANSON 

The  Hokansons  worked  for  the  Eldro  Reid  Dairy  from  1964  to 
1970.   Jack  Leavitt  traded  his  place  in  Firth  for  Hokanson's  place 
in  Riverview.   Brigham  had  been  a  dairy  herdsman  for  many  years. 
Their  boys  won  honors  in  fat  stock  shows.   J.  B.  was  district 
champion  for  one  year,  and  went  on  to  the  state  shows. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hokanson  are  employed  by  Idaho  Supreme.   The 
Hokanson  family  and  the  Bee  family  are  related. 
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Their  children  are:   Lucretia  Larsen  of  Iona;  Mary  Simpson  of 
Washington;  Jo  Ann  Ames  of  Shelley;  Ruth  Rasmussen  of  Idaho  Falls; 
Emily  Topper  of  Rigby;  Aria  Cooper  of  California;  Judy  is  attending 
business  college  in  Boise.   She  was  one  of  the  top  ten  in  her  class = 
Jerry  is  attending  Ricks  College.   J.  B.  is  in  the  Navy. 

FRANCIS  AND  BERNIECE  MATHESON 

Francis  came  from  Enoch,  Utah,  to  Riverview  in  1952.   Both 
Francis  and  Berniece  had  their  schooling  in  Utah.   Francis  attended 
Beaver  Academy  in  Cedar  City,  Utah. 

Francis  filled  a  mission  to  the  Southern  States  in  1929-1931. 

The  Matheson  family  moved  to  the  Oles  Anderson  place  in  River- 
view.   They  bought  the  place  from  Don  Bit ton.   The  Mathesons  had 
milk  cows  and  a  Grade  A  Dairy.   They  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   Ber- 
niece and  Francis  worked  for  the  Farm  Bureau.   For  many  years  both 
worked  as  Janitor  and  Housekeeper  for  the  L.D.S.  Hospital.   They 
have  been  zealous  workers  in  their  ward.   They  have  held  responsible 
positions  bcth  in  Enoch  and  Basalt  Wards. 

Their  children  attended  Firth  schools.   They  are:   Evelyn,  who 
married  Ralph  Hill.   They  both  work  for  H  &  R  Block.   In  1956-1957, 
Richard  served  a  two  year  mission  in  Uruguay.   He  was  also  in  the 
Army.   He  attended  Ricks  College.   He  married  Kathleen  Messick  of 
Basalt,  where  they  reside.   Leland  graduated  from  Ricks  and  the 
University  of  Idaho .   He  belongs  to  the  National  Guard.   He  is  mar- 
ried to  Linda  Christensen.   He  works  for  the  Forest  Service  in  May, 
Idaho.   Dorian  married  Maureen  Scarborough.   They  work  for  a  Grade 
A  Dairy  in  Rose,  Idaho.   Dorian  and  Maureen  live  in  Basalt  on  the 
old  Wayne  Esplin  place.   Kendall  married  Beverly  Miles.   They  live 
in  Orem,  Utah.   He  attended  Ricks  College  and  B.Y.U.   Diane  is 
still  at  home. 

LYLE  STAPLES  AND  MELBA  DYE 

Lyle's  people  are  residents  of  Goshen.   Melba  was  raised  on  a 
farm  south  of  Firth.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Sarah  Dye. 
Lyle  and  Melba  attended  Firth  schools.   Lyle  is  a  mechanic  by  trade. 
He  is  a  disabled  vereran  from  the  Air  Force.   Melba  works  for  Idaho 
Supreme. 

Their  children  attended  Firth  High  School.   Linda  Donner  lives 
in  Wyoming.   Virginia  Scott  lives  in  Pocatello.   Terry  is  in  the 
Army.   Joann  is  in  California.   Monte  lives  in  Shelley.   Janet te 
Wilkinson  lives  in  Goshen.   Scott  is  still  at  home. 

GALE  ROBINSON  AND  CAROL  BATEMAN 

Gale's  parents  were  early  settlers.   They  came  from  Utah  to 
Shelley  in  1889,   In  1912,  John  and  Catheine  Robinson,  Gale's  grand- 
parents, came  to  Basalt.   They  bought  forty  acres  east  of  Basalt 
where  Roland  Mitchell  lives.   They  planted  trees,  berries  and  made 
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general  improvements  to  the  place,  then  sold  it  to  the  Mitchells. 
The  elder  Robinson  moved  into  the  big  rock  house  where  Trent s  live. 

Gale  is  the  son  of  Wilburn  Robinson,   He  built  the  brick  house 
where  Hebdons  live*   After  Wilburn  died,  Hebdons  bought  the  place. 
Gale  was  raised  in  Basalt,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

Carol  was  raised  in  Shelley.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Ida  Bate- 
man  and  Marvin  Bateman.  Some  friends  introduced  Gale  and  Carol.  A 
romance  blossomed  into  a  lovely  union.  Both  Gale  and  Carol  have 
been  dedicated  workers  in  the  Ward  and  Stake.  Carol  was  Stake  Lib- 
rarian for  many  years.  She  helped  organize  the  Library  while  she 
was  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School.  Carol  has  served  many  years  in  the 
M.I. A.   She  did  a  great  work  with  the  Beehive  girls  in  the  Stake. 

Gale  has  acted  as  Assistant  Superintendent  in  the  Ward  for  many 
years.   He  worked  in  the  M.I. A.   He  drove  truck  for  Challenge  two 
years.   At  present,  he  is  employed  by  Bateman  Excavation  Company. 
He  operates  heavy  equipment  in  the  summer.   Gale  works  for  Idaho 
Supreme  in  the  winter.   Carol  is  also  employed  by  the  Idaho  Supreme 
Company.   The  Robinsons  were  members  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Company. 
Gale  filled  a  mission  and  was  in  the  armed  forces  for  six  months. 

The  Robinsons  have  two  children:   Jimmie,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Green  Berets  (National  Guard) .   He  received  his  Duty  to  God 
Award.   He  travels  all  over  the  world.   His  training  is  varied  and 
interesting.   Diane  served  as  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  for 
several  years.   She  trains  horses  and  rides  in  posses  and  horse 
shows.   She  has  received  many  trophies  and  ribbons  for  riding  and 
training.   She  rides  Arabian  and  Apallosa  horses.   She  is  competing 
with  other  girls  to  see  who  will  go  to  Sweetwater,  Texas.   Diane 
works  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

RONALD  WHITING  AND  DORIS  JONES 

Ronald's  parents,  Ronald  Sr . ,  and  Capitola,  own  and  operate  the 
Basalt  Store.   Ronald  filled  a  mission  to  the  Netherlands  in  1957-59. 
He  has  been  in  the  National  Guard  Reserve.   The  Whitings  are  of 
Scotch  descent. 

Ronald  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   He  drove  a  bus  for 
a  short  time.   He  is  employed  by  Idaho  Supreme  as  a  lift  operator. 
He  operated  a  loading  cart  and  dreys  pallets  and  other  crates  in 
the  plant. 

Doris  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Ethel  Jones  of  Midvale, 
Utah.   Doris  attended  elementary  school  in  Midvale,  and  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Jordan  High  School.   She  won  awards  for  sculpturing  and 
painting  while  in  school.   Her  parents  are  William  and  Ethel  Jones. 
They  had  triplets.   One  died  at  birth,  the  others  lived. 

Vernon  is  a  miner.   In  1969,  he  was  trapped  for  a  week  in  the 
Lark  Mine,  near  the  Bingham  mines.   This  accident  injured  his  neck. 
In  March  of  1971,  he  was  in  another  cave-in.   His  voice  was  heard 
through  rocks.   He  was  trapped  in  a  four  by  four  foot  space. 
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Doris  ieels  that  it  was  through  faith  and  prayers  of  the  family 
and  friends  that  her  father  was  saved,,   He  is  able  to  get  around  at 
present . 

Ronald  and  Doris  have  worked  in  various  Ward  positions  in  Ba- 
salt , 

They  have  five  children:   Ronald  J.;  Joseph  L. ;  Clarinda;  Ken- 
neth and  Hidi  L.   The  children  attend  Firth  elementary  school. 

CARL  ARMSTRONG  AND  VERDA  WHITE 

Carl  came  from  American  Fork,  Utah,  with  his  parents,  William 
and  Elizabeth  Robinson  Armstrong,  in  1907,   When  they  first  came, 
the  Armstrongs  lived  on  the  Goshen  Highway  where  Ardell  Messick 
lives.   Later,  they  lived  in  the  big  rock  house  owned  by  Amber  Glenn 
while  Elizabeth's  home  was  being  built  across  from  the  chapel  in 
Basalt,   Charles  Lyons  lived  in  the  old  home  now,   Elizabeth  had 
been  left  a  widow.   She  operated  a  little  confectionery  and  store. 

Carl  attended  Basalt  schools.   He  helped  his  mother.   He  work- 
ed in  the  spud  house  in  the  winter  when  he  was  older.   He  helped 
his  brothers  farm  until  1938,  when  he  met  the  girl  of  his  choice, 
Verda  White.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Adelaide  Dye  White. 

Verda  received  her  education  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Carl  and 
Verda  bought  a  forty  acre  farm  one  mile  north  of  Basalt.   It  is 
part  of  the  John  Berg  homestead „   The  county  road  runs  east  and  west 
on  the  south  end  of  their  farm.   Their  house  is  on  the  south  side  of 
the  roado 

Carl  has  been  Superintendent  of  Sunday  School  twice,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Stake  and  Ward  Elder's  Quorum.   He  has  been  a  Home  Tea- 
cher all  his  married  lifeo 

Verda  served  in  the  Stake  Relief  Society,  M.I. A.,  and  has  been 
President  of  the  Ward  Relief  Society  for  six  years.   She  has  held 
other  Ward  positions  at  the  same  time.   Verda,  her  sister,  Melba, 
and  their  mother  presented  humorous  skits  in  the  Shelley  Stake  while 
Verda  was  in  the  Stake  M.I. A.   The  Armstrongs  are  enthusiastic  tem- 
ple workers. 

They  are  the  parents  of  three  boys:   Gayland,  who  is  the  oldest, 
attended  Ricks  College  and  served  in  the  United  States  Army.   He  mar- 
ried Gloria  Malcolm  of  Shelley «   They  have  two  daughters,  Kellie  Kae 
and  Jill  Marie.   Gayland  was  employed  by  Phillips  Petroleum  Company. 
He  died  February  18,  1965c 

Danny  Kay  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  Ricks  College  and 
B.Y.U.   He  has  his  M,D.  and  B.D-  degrees.   He  served  a  mission  for 
the  church  to  the  Central  States  in  1961-1963.   He  worked  as  a  public 
education  counselor  and  administrator.   Danny  has  served  in  the  M.I. A., 
as  a  Sunday  School  Stake  Missionary,  and  as  Ward  Clerk.   He  married 
Rosemary  Milaker  of  Midvale,  Utaho   They  live  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Tommy  Dee  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  Ricks,  and  B.Y.U. 
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He  is  training  to  be  an  Interior  Decorator.   Tommy  is  in  the  South- 
ern States  on  a  mission. 

VERN  BAILEY 

There  were  two  different  families  of  Baileys.   Charles,  who 
lived  where  Wayne  Esplin  lived;  and  Vern,  who  lived  east  of  the 
big  rock  house  where  Lamaun  Esplin  lived. 

Vern's  children  are:   Claud,  Ersell,  Vern  Jo,  Mary  and  Audry. 
Mary  Bailey  taught  school  in  Basalt. 

The  McBride  children  went  to  school  with  the  Bailey  children 
during  the  time  Mr.  Waller  was  Principal  -  about  1920-1930. 

NEIL  FREEMAN  AND  GLADYS  MCBRIDE 

Gladys  was  very  tiny  when  she  was  born.   Her  parents  were  so 
thankful  she  survived,  they  named  her  "Precious  Gladys".   Her  par- 
ents are  George  and  Emma  McBride. 

Neil  is  the  son  of  Lor in  and  Emma  Croft  Freeman.   Neil's 
mother  died  as  a  result  of  influenza.   Neil  was  one  of  three  child- 
ren she  left. 

Both  Neil  and  Gladys  attended  Firth  High  School;  and  both  at- 
tended Basalt  school  before  it  burned.   Basalt  was  their  home  when 
they  were  first  married.   They  rented  a  small  place  where  Mamie 
Johnson  lives.   Later,  they  lived  in  a  tiny  house  that  was  on  the 
Howard  Johnson  place,  just  west  of  the  house  where  William  Speas 
lives.   The  little  house  has  been  moved  away. 

Neil  worked  on  farms  in  the  summer  and  for  the  Pacific  Fruit 
Express  in  Pocatello  in  the  winters.   The  Freemans  have  been  rent- 
ing a  place  in  Goshen  for  several  years.   It  is  being  sold,  so  the 
Freemans  have  moved  back  to  Basalt.   They  have  purchased  some  lots 
from  Mamie  Johnson.   They  live  in  a  mobile  home. 

Gladys  works  for  Idaho  Supreme,  and  Neil  is  employed  by  the 
American  Potato  Company  in  Blackfoot. 

The  Freemans  have  six  children:   Nolan  B. ,  who  married  Marie 
Gardner.   He  works  for  the  American  Potato  Company.   They  live  in 
Wapello.  Marilyn  married  Ronald  Cook.   They  live  in  Mesa,  Arizona. 
Norma  married  Darrell  Hillmano   They  live  in  Twin  Falls.   Hallie 
married  Collin  Petersen.   They  live  in  Goshen.   Berry  married  Neva 
Lei  Gibbs.   They  divorced.   He  then  married  Patricia  Lewis. 
Barbara  married  Tim  King. 

JAY  JOHNSON  AND  SHIRLEY  CHAPMAN 

Jay  came  from  Logan.   He  was  active  in  R.O.T.C.  while  in  col- 
lege.  He  was  a  mechanic  and  radio  technician  in  Seoul,  Korea. 
Jay  rode  canal  for  the  Snake  River  Irrigation  Company  for  a  few 
months.   He  studies  a  lot.   He  builds  toy  airplanes.   He  has  a 
pilot's  license.   He  is  an  electrician  for  Idaho  Supreme. 
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Shirley  graduated  rrom  I,S  U.  and  Ricks.   She  has  a  state  degree 
in  F.H.A,   She  teaches  in  the  Firth  Elementary  School. 

Their  three  children  are:   Vicky  L. ,  Kathy  A.,  and  Joseph  D. 

GLEN  BATEMAN  AND  MAY  M.  LANDON 

Glen  was  raised  in  Shelley.   He  is  the  son  of  Valentine  and 
Sara  Dispain  Bateman.   They  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.   May  is  the 
daughter  of  Minnie  Gardner  and  Lowell  Landon.   Glen  and  May  had 
lived  in  Ashton  before  coming  to  Basalt  in  1966,   May  was  schooled 
in  Basalt.   She  was  previously  married  to  Allen  C.  Long,  and  had  one 
son,  Fred  Allen.   Fred  lives  in  Pocatello.   He  had  worked  at  home  on 
the  railrcad  with  his  stepfather,  Glen, 

Glen  was  in  the  8th  Air  Force  Medics  in  1942.   He  served  in 

England:   He  is  employed  by  Idaho  Supreme,.   The  Batemans  like  to  go 

fishing  and  camping.   May  loves  to  do  handwork.   She  has  four  grand- 
daughters „ 

In  1968  May  was  pinned  between  a  car  and  a  pickup.   She  was 
badly  bruised,  but  had  no  broken  bones. 

ELZO  WHITE  AND  VIOLET  WISEMAN 

Elzo  and  Violet  were  graduates  of  Basalt  and  Firth  High  School. 
Violet  is  the  daughter  of  Jesse  Wiseman  and  Annie  Irlam.   Annie 
came  from  England.   Charles  White  and  Adelaide  Dye  are  the  parents 
of  Elzo,   The  family  enjoys  hunting  and  fishing,   Elzo  served  in 
the  infantry  while  in  the  Army.   He  helped  build  B-25  planes.   Elzo 
and  Violet  wcrk  for  Idahc  Supreme. 

Violet  paints  and  loves  to  have  pretty  flowers.   The  Whites 
have  three  children:   Elzo,  Gary  and  Connie. 

Elzc  graduated  from  I,S.U.   He  received  his  Masters  Degree 
from  Utah  State  University.   EIzd  married  Ellis  Williams  daughter. 
He  is  a  teacher  and  Principal  of  Dubois  High  School.   He  enjoyed 
participating  in  track  while  in  school. 

Gary  attended  college  in  Pocatello.   He  was  Vice  President  of 
his  Senior  Class,   He  works  for  R.  T.  French  Company. 

Connie  has  a  scholarship  to  a  beauty  college.   She  was  "Mascot" 
fcr  her  school  during  her  senior  year.   She  is  married  to  Darrell 
Mitchell.   They  live  in  a  trailer  house  near  her  parents  in  Basalt. 

ALVIN  H.  CR1DDLE  AND  MARJORIE  FRANDSEN 

Alvin's  English  mother,  Harriett  Habbeshaw  married  Charles 
Criddle.   Charle's  first  wife  drowned.   Charle's  homestead  was 
north  of  Carl  Armstrong's  place-   The  Criddles  had  a  log  house  there. 
After  the  townsite  was  started  in  Basalt  (1911),  Charles  bought  some 
lots  and  moved  a  house  en  them.   This  house  was  located  previously 
north  of  the  cemetery.   More  rooms  were  added  to  the  little  house. 
Since  Alvin  has  been  there  he  has  remodeled  and  renovated  the  home 
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and  has  made  it  a  very  attractive  place. 

Alvin  was  born  here.   He  owns  his  own  home.   He  attended  Basalt 
School  and  is  a  Firth  graduate.   Alvin  served  in  the  Army  in  1943  in 
the  Quarter  Master  Corps.   He  had  the  privilege  of  going  to  England, 
the  land  of  his  parents  birth.   He  toured  France,  Belgium,  Luxembourg 
and  Germany.   While  in  Germany,  he  was  granted  a  leave  to  go  into 
Switzerland  to  find  Marjorie's  grandfather's  birthplace. 

Alvin  worked  for  the  Union  Pacific  in  Pocatello  for  one  year  as 
a  Conductor  and  Brakeman  Trainee.   Later,  he  worked  in  the  Supply 
Depot  in  Ogden,  Utah.   He  has  been  a  Service  Station  Attendant  in 
Firth.   He  has  driven  truck  for  Ready-Mix,  and  has  operated  a  Spud- 
nik.   He  is  presently  employed  by  Idaho  Supreme.   Alvin  has  held 
responsible  positions  in  the  church  and  the  community. 

Marjorie  attended  Kimball  Elementary  School  and  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   She  has  been  of  great  help  in  the  many  auxili- 
aries of  the  church.   She  was  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  for 
many  years.   Marjorie  plays  the  accordian  and  paints.   She  raises 
flowers  and  an  abundant  garden. 

The  Criddles  have  four  sons:   Alvin  Delon,  who  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School  and  from  trade  school  in  Colorado.   He  is  employed 
by  the  Nabisco  Company  in  Holliday,  Utah.   He  is  married  to  Jeanette 
Rowan . 

Craig  G.,  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  Ricks  College. 
He  served  a  two  year  mission  in  Texas.   He  is  working  to  further 
his  education.   He  was  called  to  the  service  in  January,  1972. 

Randy  C,  was  in  the  Air  Force  for  four  years.   He  was  stat- 
ioned at  Malmstrom  Air  Force  Base  near  Great  Falls,  Montana. 

Lane  F.,  is  a  junior  in  Firth  High  School.   He  is  active  in  his 
quorum  duties. 

THERON  WHITMAN  AND  GLADYS  WHITMAN 

Gladys  came  from  Teton  Valley  and  Theron  from  Rigby.   The 
Whitmans  live  two  miles  south  of  Firth.   They  resided  in  Shelley 
before  coming  here  in  1965.   Carla  Jean  is  the  only  Whitman  child 
who  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Theron  works  for  Idaho  Sup- 
reme.  Gladys  baby-sits  for  three  families. 

Ronald  is  a  career  Air  Force  man.   He  has  served  in  Germany, 
and  is  presently  in  the  Phillipines.   Theron  is  in  the  reserve. 
He  has  been  in  Viet  Nam.   He  married  a  Killpack  girl.   They  live 
in  Kimball.   Joyce  lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Joyce  lives  in  Idaho 
Falls. 

DARWIN  HOPKINS  AND  CAROL  TAYLOR 

Darwin  was  raised  in  the  same  house  located  on  the  Jim  Dye 
homestead  that  his  mother  and  grandfather  lived  in.   Darwin  is  the 
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son  of  Beatrice  Dye  and  Marvin  Hopkins  of  Firtho  Carol  came  from 
Riverside.  She  has  been  an  ardent  worker  in  the  church  since  she 
was  sixteen  years  old.   She  has  had  musical  training. 

Darwin  filled  a  mission  to  Mexico.   Darwin  and  Carol  bought  a 
home  on  Lincoln  Street.   Darwin  works  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

The  Hopkins  have  six  children:   Denton,  Marva,  Janet te,  Vaughn, 
Marvin  and  Julie  Ann. 

HAROLD  BREWINGTON  AND  LEAH  BREWINGTON 

Harold  is  a  truck  driver  for  Idaho  Supreme.   He  is  a  native 
of  Firth  and  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   He  was  employed 
by  the  Firth  Elevator  for  many  years.   Harold  served  on  the  School 
Board  for  six  years,  and  on  the  Town  Council  for  several  years. 
Leah  is  a  licensed  beautician  and  has  a  shop  of  her  own  in  her 
home. 

Leah  and  Harold  have  four  children:   Jay,  who  operates  a  ser- 
vice station  in  Shelley.   He  married  Ella  Butler  from  Basalt 0   Bud 
works  for  the  American  Potato  Company  in  Blackfoot.   David  worked 
for  Kent  Ockerman  in  Firth,   Pamela  married  Duane  Nelson,   They 
live  in  Rose. 

MAX  JOHNSON  AND  DEAUN  HENRIE 

Max  and  Deaun  came  from  the  Rigby  area  to  Firth  in  1965. 
Max  has  been  a  repairman  for  the  Royal  Shoe  Company  for  sixteen 
years.   Pete  Kontes  is  the  owner  of  the  shoe  company  in  Idaho 
Falls.   Max  was  in  the  Air  Force  during  World  War  II.   Deaun  works 
for  Idaho  Supreme.   They  have  five  children:   Judy  Christensen, 
who  lives  in  Groveland.   Gregory  is  in  the  Army  in  Alabama.   Bob- 
bie enjoys  basketball.   He  is  attending  Idaho  State  University. 
Jeffery  is  a  junior  in  Firth  High  School.   Rodney  is  in  school 
in  Firth. 

DWAYNE  JOLLEY  AND  LILA  CALLISTER 

Dwayne  is  the  son  of  Hannah  Butler  and  Dwayne  Jolley,  who 
were  early  settlers  in  Kimball,   Lila  came  from  Blackfoot.   Dwayne 
attended  Firth  High  School.   For  many  years  the  Jolleys  farmed. 
Dwayne  worked  for  lumber  companies.   Merlin  got  involved  in  the 
lumber  business  and  his  father  worked  with  him.   Dwayne  has  re- 
tired.  He  worked  for  lumber  companies  for  thirteen  years.   Lila 
was  Primary  President  in  Kimball  for  many  years.   She  has  a  won- 
derful way  with  children. 

Their  children  are:   Joyce  Killpack,  who  lives  in  Kimball. 
Her  husband  is  a  machinist.   Merlin,  who  is  Manager  of  Jolley 
Building  and  Supply  Company  in  Shelley.   He  married  Marilyn  Esplin. 
They  live  in  Firth,   Darwin  married  Deanna  Christensen  of  Goshen. 
Darwin  is  Counselor  in  the  Basalt  Bishopric.   He  is  an  engineer 
for  the  R.  T.  French  Company.   Boyd  married  Verla  Lords.   He  is  an 
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engineer  and  works  for  Westinghouse  Electric  Corporation.   Cleone 
married  Merva  Bell.   He  is  an  agent  for  the  RCH  Lumber  Company. 
Alan  married  Judy  Hampton.   He  was  in  the  Army.   He  is  a  U.  S. 
Agronomist  at  B.Y.U. 

Dion  married  Kathryn  Cook  of  Goshen.   They  farm  near  the  Black- 
foot  River.   Anna  married  Terry  Staples.   They  live  in  Firth. 
Maria  married  Sterling  Nelson.   He  is  in  the  south  pole  on  patrol 
with  the  United  States  Navy.   Bryce  is  attending  Firth  High  School. 
He  enjoys  playing  basketball. 

LEE  MECHAM  AND  LEILA  CHRISTENSEN 

Lee  and  Leila  were  raised  and  schooled  around  Firth  and  Goshen, 
Both  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Their  parents  were  early 
pioneers. 

Lee  and  Leila  came  to  south  Firth  about  1950.   Lee  operated 
his  mother's  farm.   After  his  mother  passed  away,  and  the  farm  was 
sold,  Lee  and  Leila  bought  a  home  on  Lincoln  Street  in  Firth.   Lee 
worked  for  different  elevators  for  many  years.   He  was  employed  by 
Lyon  Implement  for  several  years.   He  has  worked  the  past  four 
years  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Leila  has  been  employed  by  the  R.  T. 
French  Company  in  Shelley  for  fourteen  years. 

The  Mechams  five  children  are:  Margene  Weeks,  who  lives  in 
Thornton.   Her  husband  is  a  farmer.   Carol  Marsden  lives  in  Boise. 
Her  husband  works  for  a  drug  company.   Paul  works  for  a  machine 
company  in  Blackfoot.   Sharon  lives  in  Newark,  California.   Her 
husband  is  Douglas  Evans.   Cheri  married  Mike  Winterbottom  of 
Blackfoot.   All  the  children  graduated  from  Firth  High  School, 

(All  preceeding  histories  are  from  personal  contact).3 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Basalt-Firth  Idaho  Supreme 
employees: 


Afton  Crofts 
Sterline  Hone 
Neil  Crofts 
Bruce  Ricks 
Wilford  Chapman 
Alene  Christensen 
Lynn  Bradshaw 
Sharon  Josephson 
Naida  Jensen 
Lee  Mitchell 
Nedra  Speas 
Jerry  Hastings 
Delbert  Clayson 
Jack  Leavitt 
John  Chapman 
Lloyd  Bolander 


Executive 

Executive 

Personnel 

Plant  Superintendent 

Plant  Manager 

Scale  House 

Plant  Engineer 

Office 

Office 

Office 

Office 

Lab  Foreman 

Fresh  Pack  Foreman 

Processing  Foreman 

Processing  Foreman 

Processing  Foreman 
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Elwin  Good son 
Edwin  Hebdon 
Betty  Hansen 
Melba  Bailey 
Virginia  Mecham 


Relief  Foreman 

Packaging  Foreman 

Lab 

Lab 

Lab 


PACKAGING 


Elzo  White 
Florence  Wernette 
Sheila  Messick 
Lorna  Ellsworth 
Jean  Whitman 
Lindsay  Whitman 
Gary  Hansen 
Lila  Jolley 
Ladine  Gentillon 
Christine  Sanders 
Billy  Ellsworth 


Sandra  Bird 
Kathleen  Mitchell 
Debbie  Messick 
Dennis  Mitchell 
Richard  Hansen 
Francis  Matheson 
Mike  Nelson 
Hannah  Mitchell 
Vonniese  Gibbs 
Shirley  Hendricks 


Tammy  Tew 
Diane  Killpack 
Myrna  Dye 
Vicki  Creezee 
Ronald  J.  Whiting 
Keith  Harding 
Kent  Summers 
Gayle  Finck 
Sally  Pratt 
Kathy  Nelson 


FRESH  PACK 


Heward  Madsen 
William  Jenkins 
Richard  Ockerman 
John  Creezee 
Carol  Robinson 
Hazel  Lyon 
Lila  Kotter 
Elaine  Backlund 
Vicki  Cox 
Sheila  Thompson 


Ray  Ockerman 
Lynn  Hopkins 
Paul  Backlund 
Ron  Giau6on  <~  A  ysc  <-> 
Diane  Robinson 
Thelma  Mitchell 
Alene  Lyon 
Norma  Backlund 
Gladys  Freeman 


Claud  Kelsey 
Lynn  Madsen 
Vincent  Crofts 
Doris  Ockerman 
Marjorie  Criddle 
Mildred  Pike 
Jackie  Madsen 
Sheri  Bee 
Marilyn  Bolander 


RECEIVING 


Orin  Turner 
William  Daniels 


Jack  Rose 
Larry  Messick 


Charles  Wiseman 
Max  Bird 


TRUCKERS 


War land  La r sen 
Dennis  Christensen 
Roger  Ockerman 


Harold  Brewington 
Ronald  Jensen 


Frank  Lyon 
Dean  McNee 


CUSTODIAN 

Carl  Armstrong 
Verda  Armstrong 
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WATCHMAN 
John  Tucker 


Darwin  Hopkins 
Glen  Bateman 
Clyde  Weatherston 
Cyril  Thompson 
Dennis  Ockerman 
Delbert  Huffaker 
Bard  Crooks 
Danny  Hendricks 
Craig  Berg 
Edna  Miller 
Eldie  Thompson 
Mary  Alice  Dye 
Relia  Hokanson 


PROCESSING 

Wayne  Gifford 
Orris  Barnhart 
Charles  Walker 
Jack  Saxton 
Crandall  Kelley 
Eugene  Dye 
Randy  Dye 
Marvin  Hopkins 
Lois  Larsen 
Rula  Simpson 
Violet  White 
Norma  Hawkes 
Emaline  Barrington 


Jay  Johnson 

Lee  Mecham 

Henry  Wolf 

Mike  Park 

Kenneth  Berg 

Blaine  Chapman 

Tracy  Berg 

Leland  Johnson 

Iris  Morgan 

Verla  Staples 

Carol  Bolander 

Betty  Goodson 
k 
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R,  T.  FRENCH  AND  IDAHO  SUPREME 


R.  T.  FRENCH  COMPANY 
SHELLEY 


CEDAR  LOGS 


POTATOES  NOW  AND  THEN 


SULKY  PLOW  1912 


FOUR  BOTTOMED  PLOW  1971 


SOURCE  OF  WATER  1910 


SOURCE  OF  WATER  1972 
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BUSINESSES  AND  SHOPS 


Just  what  starts  all  businesses  is  not  actually  known,  but 
we  know  necessity  has  started  many  of  the  businesses  in  Basalt 
and  Firth. 

The  big  concern  in  1900  was  moving  the  tracks  and  raising 
the  grade  for  the  railroad.   The  men  who  worked  had  families  and 
were  anxious  to  hear  from  loved  ones,  so  a  Post  Office  was  estab- 
lished in  Firth  and  Basalt.   At  first,  both  towns  depended  on  the 
Post  Office  in  Basalt,  which  was  located  by  the  railroad,  until 
the  Post  Office  in  Firth  was  established  in  1905.   The  one  in  New 
Basalt  was  moved  from  its  present  location  the  same  year. 

Firth  residents  received  mail  at  the  depot  until  Post  Masters 
were  installed,  and  a  place  for  mail  delivery  was  supplied. 

The  railroad  men  had  to  eat,  so  a  small  hotel-cafe  was  started 
in  Firth.   A  bar  and  pool  hall  was  also  started.   Later,  grocery 
stores  were  built  to  supply  the  grocery  needs  for  a  growing  popula- 
tion. 

Before  a  lumber  company  was  started,  sidings  were  built  along 
the  railroad  where  lumber  for  homes  was  unloaded. 

Horses  were  the  main  source  of  transportation,  and  they  had 
to  be  shod  to  prevent  sore  feet.   Horses  were  the  only  beasts  of 
burden  in  the  area  at  this  time.   Machinery  was  scarce  and  much 
repair  was  needed  to  keep  it  in  shape.   Plowshears  had  to  be 
sharpened  often  so  they  would  cut  through  the  dense,  sagebrush 
which  covered  the  land.   In  order  to  care  for  the  horses  needs  and 
the  machinery  repairs,  blacksmith  shops  were  necessary  and  have  been 
operated  continuously  throughout  the  years. 

Automobiles  brought  garages  and  service  stations.   Mechanized 
farming  necessitated  the  building  of  hardware  and  implement  stores. 
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People  needed  medicine  and  personal  supplies,  so  a  drug  store 
was  started.  Men  and  women  have  been  conscious  of  their  personal 
appearance  through  the  years  and  those  qualified  have  started 
barber  shops  and  beauty  salons. 

Many  people  who  have  established  businesses  have  been  artisans. 
Some  remained,  but  a  short  time  later  moved  to  greener  pastures. 
Most  of  the  businesses  have  remained  and  those  people  who  operate 
them  are  citizens  of  our  towns  and  homeowners  in  our  communities. 

Some  businesses  have  closed  their  doors  and  buildings  are 
empty  since  cars  made  contacts  to  larger  towns  so  convenient  for 
trading  and  they  afforded  more  varied  recreation. 

The  following  is  an  attempt  to  tell  of  the  business  people 
of  our  towns,  as  they  were  in  1971.   They  may  not  be  chronologically 
arranged,  but  the  information  is  up-to-date.   Some  businesses  are 
small  and  are  carried  on  in  the  homes,  but  are  a  source  of  income 
to  our  citizens. 

BASALT 

Basalt  village  has  a  population  of  approximately  200  people. 
The  village  is  eleven  miles  north  and  one-half  mile  east  of  Black- 
foot  o      The  Goshen  Road  is  the  south  boundary  line  of  the  town. 
Firth  and  Basalt  are  strictly  agricultural. 

FIRTH 

Firth  is  a  little  town  with  a  big  future.   It  certainly  has 
much  room  and  space  for  expansion.   The  same  can  be  said  about  Ba- 
salt.  Basalt  and  Firth  are  called  'twin  towns'.   They  are  only 
one  mile  apart.   The  city  of  Firth  has  a  population  of  approxima- 
tely three  hundred  fifty  people.   The  town  lies  ten  miles  north  of 
Blackfoot  on  the  Yellowstone  Highway. 

FIRTH  TOWN  BOARDS 

The  first  recorded  minutes  of  a  town  board  were  in  1937, 
when  Leo  Gushwa  was  chairman.   In  1971,  Al  Tschikof  is  serving  his 
second  term  as  Mayor.   He  is  a  man  with  high  ideals.   Sam  Collet, 
Bud  Rogers,  L.  Vern  Christensen  and  Lane  Smith  (released)  are  Vice 
Chairmen.   Barbara  Johnson  is  Secretary  and  Rea  Warren  is  Treasurer. 

AL  TSCHIKOF 

Al  and  his  family  came  from  Idaho  Falls  to  Firth  about  1928. 
Al  worked  for  McMillan  Produce  for  about  three  years,  and  Hansen 
and  Wood  for  eleven  years.   He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade.   He  built 
the  Tschikof  Apartments  in  Firth,  and  has  constructed  over  one 
hundred  fifty  homes  since  1952,  located  from  Terreton  to  Pocatello, 

Al  married  Lillian  Jorgensen  of  Kimball.   Both  Al  and  Lillian 
attended  school  in  Firth.   Tschikofs  formerly  lived  near  Goshen. 
The  Tschikofs  have  five  children:   Arlene,  Cindy,  Marlene,  Evelyn 
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and  Margo,   Al  and  Lillian  have  eleven  grandchildren. 

Firth  has  a  City  Council,  Merchants  Council,  Lions  Club, 
Riverview  Grange,  Homemaker's  Club,  P.T.A.  and  various  church 
organizations. 

CITY  POLICE 

Noble  Taylor  served  as  City  Policeman  for  several  years. 
He  established  a  twenty  mile  an  hour  speed  limit  in  Firth.   On 
February  15,  1971,  Noble  resigned  to  take  another  position. 
Clarence  Orvil  Linder  replaced  Mr.  Taylor.   David  Klabenes  is 
a  Deputy. 

BUD  ROGERS  -  PALLETS  AND  LUMBER  COMPANY 

Bud  was  raised  on  a  farm  so  he  understands  the  problems  and 
needs  of  farmers.   His  father,  Earl  Rogers,  worked  for  Boyle- 
Slayton  after  the  family  left  the  farm.   Bud  is  a  graduate  of  Firth 
High  School.   He  married  Gladys  French  and  they  have  two  boys. 
Arthur  lives  in  Alaska,  and  Charles  is  an  announcei  for  K.LD.  in 
Idaho  Falls.   Both  boys  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

Bud  started  the  Pallet  business  in  1965.   When  he  is  in  full 
operation,  he  has  thirteen  high  school  students  as  employees. 
All  are  local  boys  trying  to  work  their  way  through  school. 

Bud  does  all  the  pallet  work  for  the  R.  T.  French  Company  in 
Shelley.   The  pallets  are  used  locally  by  potato  companies  and 
some  are  shipped  out.   After  orders  are  taken,  the  pallets  are  cut 
and  made  by  a  machine.   Bud  also  makes  mine  timbers  and  does  custom 
sawing  for  Max  Kerr  and  Company.   When  there  is  a  lull  in  opera- 
tions, the  boys  build  lawn  picnic  tables. 

Bud  serves  on  the  Town  Board  with  Al  Tschikof. 

SAM  COLLET  -  COLLET'S  BAR 

Sam  is  a  member  of  the  Firth  Town  Board.   He  has  helped  in 
the  bar  for  years.   His  father,  Grant,  owns  the  bar.   Sam's  mother, 
Melba  Smith  Collet,  is  from  Ashton.   The  Collets  bought  the  build- 
ing from  Ed  Manion  in  1930.   Manion  rented  it  for  a  store.   Col- 
let's have  the  bar  where  the  store  was. 

Grant  and  Melba  have  three  sons:   Grantley  (Sonny)  is  in  the 
Marines;  Sam  served  his  time  in  the  Army,  and  John  was  in  the  Air 
Force,  and  at  the  present  time  is  a  Control  Tower  Operator  in  Long 
Beach,  California.   He  married  Clydene  Eaton. 

Grant  served  on  the  Town  Board  as  a  substitute. 

Collet's  Bar  serves  coffee  and  doughnuts  at  6:30  A.M.;  light 
lunches  are  served  all  day  and  in  the  evening.  The  bar  closes  at 
midnight. 

Melba  is  employed  by  the  Lad  and  Lassie  Shop  in  Idaho  Falls. 
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She  worked  at  Melbas  for  three  years  previous  to  her  present  em- 
ployment. 

ED  MANION  -  GROCER 

The  Manions  came  to  Firth  about  1916,  and  in  1924,  Ed  and  Leo 
Gushwa  bought  a  dance  hall  and  turned  it  into  a  garage.   This  was 
called  the  NORTH  STAR  GARAGE.      It  was  then  in  the  north  part  of 
Firth.   Ed  had  a  grocery  store  where  Collett's  Bar  is  located. 
The  building  was  sold  to  Collett  who  rented  it  to  Ed  until  he 
moved  to  Couer  d'Alene. 

Ed's  wife  was  from  Missouri.   The  Manions  spent  many  of  their 
winters  in  Arizona.   Their  home  was  on  Lincoln  Street  in  Firth, 
next  to  the  Pixtons.   Manions  two  children  are:   Margaret  and 
Wayne . 

BOYLE- SLAYTON  HARDWARE 

Hugh  B.  Slayton's  wife,  Lena,  lived  in  Idaho  Falls  before 
their  marriage.   She  came  from  New  York  to  Idaho  Falls  to  teach 
school  in  1911 .   Jack  (Hugh)  met  her  at  a  dance.   Their  wedding 
was  the  first  one  performed  in  the  new  Episcopal  Church  in  Idaho 
Falls. 

Mr.  Boyle  lived  in  Blackfoot.   He  and  Mr.  Slayton  establi- 
shed a  business  in  Firth  called  BOYLE-SLAYTON  HARDWARE.      Jack 
later  bought  Boyle  out  and  it  was  called  SLAYTON  HARDWARE. 

Jack  built  a  home  for  Lena  on  the  south  edge  of  Firth  in  1917. 
Lena  taught  school  at  the  Dye  School,  District  #4  until  the  time 
for  the  birth  of  her  first  baby.   They  have  two  boys  and  one  girl. 
Thomas  served  in  World  War  II  and  works  for  the  Agricultural  Service 
in  Blackfoot.   Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  is  married  and  teaches 
school  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.   One  child  is  deceased. 

Jack  died  in  1956.   Lena  is  still  alert  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
five.   She  lives  in  a  rest  home  in  Blackfoot. 

FIRTH  FARMERS  BANK  -  Branch  of  the  Blackfoot  Bank 

Mark  Farmers  was  the  banker.   The  bank  was  located  where  Earl 
Warren  later  had  his  Drug  Store. 

Laura  Wernette  came  here  from  Kansas  to  visit  her  brother  in 
1903.   She  moved  here  in  1918.   Her  father  had  sold  his  mercantile 
business  in  Kansas  and  filed  a  claim  on  some  land  in  1919  (where 
Floran  Wernette  lives  today.   Laura  worked  for  Ramsey's  Store, 
then  in  the  bank. 

Some  inferior  notes  were  found  in  the  Firth  Bank,  so  it  was 
moved  to  Blackfoot. 

The  building  was  converted  into  a  Drug  Store.   A  Mr.  Emmett 
was  the  operator;  then,  Mr.  Wessy.   Earl  Warren  owned  it  in  1927. 
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Neil  Boyle  was  also  one  of  the  owners. 

SPUDMENS 

Chet  Sutton  and  his  wife  operate  the  Spudmens.   They  have 
operated  the  business  since  1948.   Breakfasts  and  light  lunches  are 
served  until  2:00  P  M   Sporting  goods  are  sold,  and  pool  tables 
are  available. 

BRIGHTONS  BARBER  SHOP 

Harold  Brighton  came  from  Blackfoot  in  1927.   His  first  barber 
shop  was  north  of  the  drug  store.   A  restaurant  was  also  in  the 
building  where  the  Warrens  had  their  drug  store.   Harold  has  been 
in  the  barber  business  for  forty-five  years.   Harold  married  Bertha 
Dialc   They  have  two  children. 

DAY  AND  NIGHT  LAUNDRY  CENTER 

Rulon  Creezee  came  from  Ogden-,   He  married  Lynada  Mecham, 
daughter  of  Herschel  and  Ellen  Mecham  of  Firtho   The  Creezee  family 
built  a  comfortable  home  southeast  of  Firth,  near  Duff's  Corner. 
The  place  was  part  of  Duff  Quinn's  homestead „ 

Lynada  attended  Firth  schools  and  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High 
School, 

In  19 71,  the  Creezees  bought  the  Laundry-Mat  in  Firth  from 
Glenn  Pratt.   At  the  same  time,  they  purchased  the  Day  and  Night 
Laundry  in  Shelley.   The  establishment  in  Shelley  has  a  dry  clean- 
ing department   Both  places  are  called  DAY  AND  NIGHT  LAUNDRY 
CENTER       The  business  requires  close  supervision  and  constant  vigi- 
lance to  keep  machines  in  repair  and  in  working  order  for  the  pat- 
rons. 

On  rare  occasions,  Rulon  and  Lynada  go  bowling.   Their  ten 
children  and  the  new  business  consume  many  hours.   The  children  are 
Marsha  Morgan,  Idaho  Falls;  Blair,  filled  a  mission  in  Arizona  and 
lives  in  Shelley;  John,  is  a  foreman  for  Idaho  Supreme;  Kristie 
Hammer  lives  in  Idaho  Falls;  Vicki  graduated  last  year;  Janet,  Jef- 
frey, Cynthia,  David  and  Brian  still  are  in  the  local  schools.   All 
are  members  of  the  LD,S.  Church. 

Lynada  is  associated  with  her  sister,  Aleene  Lyon  in  another 
business,  the  COUNTRY  CATERING  AND  RECEPTION  SPECIALISTS   in  Firth. 

FIRTH  BLACKSMITH 

Edward  H»  Hall  was  raised  in  Lower  Presto.  He  is  the  son  of 

William  Hall  and  Florence  Hargraves.   Ed  married  Edna  Frasura, 

daughter  of  Robert  and  Elsie  B.  Frasura.   Ed  and  Edna  attended 
Blackfoot  High  School 0 

Ed  bought  the  Firth  Blacksmith  from  Orville  Beus  in  1953. 
He  had  operated  it  for  seventeen  years,   George  Wernette  had  owned 


199 


it  before  that. 

The  Halls  live  on  Dale  Nelson's  place,  south  of  Firth.   Their 
three  children  attended  Firth  Elementary  and  High  School.   They  are: 
Larry  E. ,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Pocatello.   He  is  a  drafts- 
men and  designer.   Kathleen  is  married,  and  attended  Moscow  Busi- 
ness College  and  I.S.U.   Keith  will  graduate  from  high  school  this 
year  =   All  the  children  received  blue  ribbons  in  F.F.A.  and  4-H. 

The  Halls  are  members  of  the  Bethel  Lutheran  Church  in  Firth. 
Their  hobbies  are  sewing,  reading  and  fishing.   Ed  and  Edna  work 
with  Cub  Scouts.   Edna  assisted  in  the  Post  Office  with  Alice  Mc- 
Curdy.   Ed  has  also  been  a  canal  rider  for  the  Blackfoot  River 
Canal.   He  was  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  and  belongs  to  the  Firth 
Lions  Club.   Edna  is  Ed's  private  secretary.   They  were  members  of 
the  Wool  Growers  Association  until  1970. 

The  Halls  have  a  progressive  business.   They  do  machinery 
repair,  make  stock  racks,  ski-daddlers  and  railings.   Small  tools, 
nails  and  butane  gas  are  some  items  sold  in  their  shop.   They  employ 
five  people. 

GEORGE  WERNETTE 

George  built  the  Firth  Blacksmith  Shop  in  1913.   At  that  time, 
it  served  as  a  shop  of  repair,  and  also  as  an  agency  for  Maxwell 
Cars  and  Studebaker  wagons.   It  has  been  continuously  operated  in 
the  same  location  with  some  remodeling  done,  for  fifty-three  years. 
There  have  been  six  proprietors:   George  Wernette,  Bill  Knudsen, 
Mr.  Hadlock,  Roger  Brassuer,  Buzz  Tracy,  Ed  Hall  and  Orvil  Beus . 

PHILLIPS  66 

Dewane  Dye  leases  the  building  from  Don  Johnson  of  Shelley. 
The  business  is  mostly  repair  work  on  motors  and  engines.   Dewane 
works  as  a  heavy  equipment  operator  for  J.  R.  Simplot  at  the  mines. 
The  shop  is  a  part-time  business. 

Dewane  married  Jeanice  Child.   Both  trace  their  lineage  to 
the  early  Childs  and  Dyes.   Dewane  served  in  the  Navy  during  World 
War  II. 

Their  children  are:   Eugene,  who  has  lettered  four  years  in 
wrestling;  Randy,  Dennis,  Sheryl  and  Julia.   Dewane,  like  his 
children,  was  a  student  of  Firth  schools. 

BARBER  DYE  -  ELECTRICIAN 

Barber  was  the  son  of  William  and  Julia  Childs  Dye.   He  was 
born  in  the  old  home  and  lived  in  Firth  most  of  his  life.   He 
farmed,  but  was  also  well  known  for  his  plumbing  and  electrical 
repair  work. 

His  first  marriage  was  to  Ila  Johnson,  daughter  of  Hans  and 
Dora  Hymas  Johnson  of  Basalt.   Ila  was  full  of  fun  and  loved  pranks. 
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One  time  she  had  planned  a  surprise  for  Barber.   She  did  not  alert 
him,  and  when  the  crowd  came,  they  found  him  sitting  by  the  fire  in 
his  underwear . 

When  Indians  passed  by  the  home,  Ila  always  fed  them  at  the 
table.   Ila's  hobby  was  music.   She  played  the  piano  well,  and  also 
the  mandolin.   All  three  of  her  children  were  good  singers.   When 
she  died,  in  1936,  she  left  three  children:   Lois,  Dewane,  and  Wil- 
liam.  Lois  married  Gary  Bolander;  Dewane  is  in  Firth;  and,  Wil- 
liam is  a  teacher  in  Orem  High  School  in  Utah.   William  and  his 
wife,  Millie  Hansen,  also  take  care  of  the  Reception  Center  in  Orem. 
He  does  income  tax  and  was  in  the  Air  Force  for  ten  years. 

After  Ila  died,  Barber  was  lonely  for  years,  then  he  married 
Etha  Quinn  Nebeker ,  daughter  of  Duff  and  Alzada  Quinn,   They  lived 
on  the  old  home  place. 

Barber  and  Etha  had  four  children:   Brent,  Jeanette,  Barbara 
and  Kerry.   These  children  attended  Firth  Schools. 

After  Barber  died,  Etha  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to  Provo  where 
she  cooks  for  B.Y.U  in  the  Community  Center.'  Since  her  move,  all 
the  children  have  married. 

Barber  was  also  Custodian  of  the  Firth  school  from  1942  to 
1943, 

WARREN  DRUG  STORE 

Warren's  business  may  be  termed  as  'has  been',  but  it  played 
a  prominent  part  in  our  community  and  must  be  listed  with  the  busi- 
nesses. 

It  was  rather  a  strange  meeting  when  Earl  met  Lulu  Telford. 
She  worked  at  a  Red  Cross  Pharmacy  and  Earl  had  a  drug  store  in 
Kansas.   Both  were  attending  a  Drug  Convention  when  the  romance 
began.   The  romance  blossomed  into  a  beautiful  life  together. 

The  Warrens  came  to  Firth  in  1927,  and  bought  a  building  from 
Neil  Boyle.   This  building  had  formerly  been  used  as  the  Farmer's 
Bank.   A  Mr „  Vessy  operated  the  drug  store  without  success.   The 
Warrens  started  from  there»   Earl  was  a  good  druggist  and  was  soon 
doing  well.   He  took  care  of  the  Drug  Department,  and  Lulu,  the 
special  gift  and  snack  lunch  bar.   She  also  ordered  and  delivered 
cut  flowers.   She  filled  a  special  assignment  to  the  Firth  Ward 
for  seven  years. 

She  was  in  charge  of  the  'Mother  of  the  Year'  contest  for  five 
years.   She  worked  in  Stake  and  Ward  M.I. A,,  and  Relief  Society. 
While  she  was  Era  Director,  she  had  300%  subscriptions  for  two  years, 
Lulu  had  excellent  taste,  and  helped  many  teenagers  make  proper 
gift  selections. 

Earl  was  secretary  of  the  Lions  Club  when  Leo  Guswa  was  first 
president.   He  also  served  on  the  school  board,  twice.   He  was  Clerk 
and  Treasurer  of  the  Village  Board. 
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Earl  was  an  elder  in  the  L.D.S.  Church.  When  he  passed  away, 
in  1954,  many  mourned  his  passing.  His  friendliness  and  cheerful- 
ness were  missed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

After  his  death,  Lulu  operated  the  business  alone.   She  sold 
the  business  to  Homer  Wolfe  of  Idaho  Falls.   He  stayed  but  a  short 
time,  so  she  resold  it  to  Bob  Belnap. 

Lulu  stays  at  home  to  enjoy  her  grandchildren  and  beautiful 
yard.   She  also  enjoys  travelling  when  the  urge  comes  upon  her. 

Earl  and  Lulu  had  a  son,  Robert,  and  a  daughter,  Bertie  Ervine. 
Bob  filled  a  mission,  attended  college  in  Pocatello,  and  operates  a 
Texaco  Station  in  Idaho  Falls.   Bertie  lives  in  California  and  works 
for  General  Electric. 

They  have  four  grandchildren  and  one  great-grandchild.3 

FIRTH  MILL  AND  ELEVATOR 

Hyrum  Mecham  operated  the  mill  from  1952  until  July  1,  1971, 
when  he  sold  out  to  Claude  Mecham.   Hyrum  also  bought  the  old  mill 
from  Wilson  and  Pixton  when  the  Midland  Elevator  Company  sold  their 
place  of  business  in  1961.   Claude  now  uses  the  old  mill  for  storage 
because  it  is  close  to  the  tracks  and  street.   He  sells  Purina 
Feeds,  chopped  mash,  fertilizer  and  coal.   He  buys  grain  of  all 
kinds . 

Claude  was  raised  in  Ririe,  but  graduated  from  Firth  High  School 
and  had  been  employed  at  the  mill  for  eleven  years  prior  to  his  pur- 
chase of  it.   He  is  the  son  of  Deloy  Mecham,  and  he  married  Linda 
Knieting.   The  Mechams  live  south  of  Firth,  near  Blanche  Mecham. 
Their  three  children,  Leon,  Brent  and  Debra,  attend  Firth  schools. 

KOHLER  BUILDING  SUPPLY,  INC. 

When  Grant  and  Lila  Kohler  bought  the  business  from  Cliff  Mc- 
Conville,  it  was  called  'Tri  State  Lumber  Company' .   Elzo  White  man- 
aged it  for  several  years  as  the  'Bestway  Lumber  Company'.   This 
year,  1971,  it  has  a  new  name,  'Kohler  Building  and  Supply  Company,' 
and  the  building  has  had  a  face  lifting.   The  business  is  a  family 
affair.   Grant  is  the  manager,  Lila,  the  bookkeeper,  and  Larry,  the 
technician,   Larry  received  an  award  in  dairying  from  Kraft  when  he 
was  younger.   He  belongs  to  the  Firth  Lions  Club. 

The  Kohlers  came  from  Cache  County,  Utah,  in  1949.   The  family 
farmed,  milked  cows  and  sold  to  Kraft.   In  1966-67  they  bought  the 
lumber  company. 

Kohlers  have  been  doing  a  booming  business  with  ready  built 
homes.   During  1969-70,  sixteen  new  homes  were  built  from  Rexburg 
to  Pingree,  with  local  homes  belonging  to  the  Webers,  Howells,  Bates, 
Kontes,  Whitings,  Lockyers,  Kohlers,  Ockermans,  Jolleys,  Rainsdons, 
Hansens,  Hunters,  Meeks,  Clay sons,  Nelsons,  Thorps,  and  Chapmans. 

William  Messick  and  the  late  Wayne  Esplin,  real  estate  business- 
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men,  helped  sell  a  lot  of  these  homes.   Some  of  the  homes  were  con- 
structed on  the  place,  and  others  would  be  built  on  pads,  then  moved 
to  their  place  of  permanence.   When  Wayne  Esplin  died,  the  real 
estate  business  was  dissolved  but  Kohlers  have  now  established  their 
reputation.   They  hire  eighteen  employees  and  are  building  twenty 
new  homes  this  year . 

Grant  and  Lila  have  five  children:   Larry,  who  is  married  and 
helping  with  the  business;  Paula  is  married;  Jay,  who  is  going  to 
B.YoU.  on  a  scholarship;  Lynette  is  very  musical;  and,  Lana,  who  is 
at  home.   The  Kohlers  have  eight  grandchildren.^ 

TRI- STATE  LUMBER  COMPANY 

Cliff  McConnville  and  Ida  Sage  ownec  this  business.   Ida  grew  up 
on  her  father's  farm  east  and  north  of  Basalt.   She  came  from  a 
family  of  seven  girls.   She  attended  Basalt  Elementary  and  Firth 
High  School. 

After  Cliff  and  Ida  came  to  Firth  in  1934,  he  started  working 
for  the  Tri-State  Lumber  Company,   In  1937,  Cliff  became  manager 
of  the  company.   The  McConvilles  lived  in  the  house  Jack  and  Althera 
Crofts  bought. 

While  Cliff  was  in  the  lumber  business,  Ida  was  Clerk  in  the 
Firth  Post  Office  with  Leatha  Spaulding,  and  then  with  Glenn  Pratt. 
The  McConvilles  were  transferred  to  Shelley,  about  1954.   They  were 
again  transferred  to  a  place  near  Tacoma,  Washington,  where  they 
resided  until  1969,  when  Cliff  was  transferred  to  Boise  Cascade 
Lumber  Company  in  Idaho  Falls,  where  he  is  presently  employed. 

While  in  Firth,  Ida  worked  in  the  P.T.A.,  and  Cliff  was  in  the 
Lions  Club  and  on  the  Town  Board  from  1941  until  1954,  when  they 
left  Firth. 

Cliff  and  Ida  were  public  spirited  citizens  and  were  promoters 
of  every  good  project.   They  had  three  children:   Shirley,  who  is 
married  to  Joel  Schofield,  and  they  live  in  Temple,  California; 
Sherman,  who  lives  in  Chicago;  Leon  is  in  Billings,  Montana.   Leon 
was  in  the  Army  and  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School.   The  other 
two  children  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 

HARDWARE  AND  IMPLEMENTS 

Leonard  Hacking  and  Edna  Harris  were  from  Rexburg.   Edna  was 
raised  in  Marysville  and  Leonard  in  Archer, 

The  Hackings  came  tc  Firth  ir  1939.   Leonard  was  employed  by 
Slayton  Implement  Company.   The  Hackings  lived  in  the  Lutheran  Par- 
sonage, which  was  being  rented  at  that  time, 

The  Hackings  had  three  children:   Helen,  who  married  Dean  Howell 
and  they  reside  in  Idaho  Falls.   Helen  is  the  owner  of  the  success- 
ful, "Helens"  in  Shelley.   Richard  was  in  the  Navy.   He  married 
Vickie  Wood  from  California,  and  is  Personnel  Manager  for  the  General 
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Electric  Telephone  in  California;  Marilyn  married  Kirkham  Smith,  who 
is  Director  of  Therapy  of  Kaiser  Memorial  Hospital  in  Sacramento, 
California. 

In  1948,  the  Hackings  bought  the  International  Harvester  Co- 
mpany in  Salmon  and  moved  to  that  community.   After  Leonard  passed 
away,  Edna  moved  back  to  Shelley  and  operated  "Edna's  Smart  Shop" 
for  one  year,  then  she  sold  it  to  her  daughter,  Helen. 

In  1962,  she  married  Herschel  Mecham  of  Idaho  Falls.   Edna 
was  a  temple  officiator  from  1963  to  1971,  when  her  retirement  was 
forced  because  of  a  bad  leg  and  hip.   Edna  has  a  lovely  voice  and 
sang  solos,  and  in  choruses  while  in  Firth. 

JOHNS  MEAT  AND  GROCERIES 

Johns  is  a  team  cooperation.   Elmer  and  Norma  as  owner /managers 
One  can  purchase  fresh  vegetables,  pastries,  meats  and  all  kinds  of 
groceries  at  Johns  Grocery.   The  little  store  was  started  in  1937, 
and  they  have  maintained  some  of  the  same  customers  throughout  the 
years c   They  had  two  boys:  DelRay,  who  was  adopted;  and,  LaMar. 

DelRay  filled  a  mission  to  Cumorah  and  served  in  the  Army  In- 
telligence Corps  in  Viet  Nam.  Both  boys  attended  college  in  Logan 
and  B.Y.U. 

NORTH  STAR  GARAGE 

Leo  Gushwa  came  to  Firth  when  it  was  in  its  infancy.   He  was 
Chairman  of  the  first  Village  Board.   Mr.  Lockyer  was  Marshall, 
and  Winschell  was  Clerk  in  1937.   Gushwa  helped  install  the  first 
street  lights.   He  was  Chairman  of  the  Village  Board  again  in  1943, 
with  Alex  Robertson  as  Clerk.   He  helped  drill  the  city  well  and 
to  promote  street  paving,  and  many  other  community  projects. 

Leo  bought  the  odd  shaped  building  and  made  the  North  Star 
Garage.   He  was  a  good  mechanic.   He  maintained  and  drove  the 
school  buses  for  years. 

The  best  years  of  his  life  were  spent  working  for  the  Firth 
community .   He  had  one  son,  Pete,  who  was  in  the  second  world  war. 
Pete  was  taken  captive  by  the  Japanese  and  was  tortured  unmerci- 
fully.  He  never  returned  home,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died 
in  the  prison  camp,   Leo  is  also  deceased. 

EARL  ROGERS  AND  RUTH  HOFF 

Ruth  has  lived  in  Firth  since  she  was  eleven  years  old.   Her 
parents  bought  their  place  from  the  Popes.   It  is  located  one  mile 
south  of  Firth. 

Earl  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  I.   He  is  deceased.   Earl  had 
three  sons  who  fought  in  World  War  II.   John  and  LeRoy  were  both 
in  the  Army,  and  Bud  was  in  the  Air  Force. 

Earl  worked  as  a  salesman  for  Slayton  Implement  Company  for 
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many  years  and  later  worked  in  construction  work, 

Ruth  and  Earl  raised  a  fine  family  of  eight  children:   Bud 
has  a  pallet  and  lumber  yard  south  of  the  high  school  in  Firth. 
Kathryn  A.  Bertell  lives  in  California.   Joy  Mathies  lives  in 
Aberdeen,   Patricia  married  Verl  Cox  and  they  live  in  Shelley. 
Evelyn  Nell  lives  in  Blackfoot.   Lloyd  is  a  trucker,  and  lives  in 
Firth.   John  has  worked  as  an  engineer  for  the  Union  Pacific  for 
many  years,  and  lives  in  Pocatello,   LeRoy  is  a  chemical  engineer 
for  a  large  company  in  California.   All  of  the  children  attended 
the  local  schools. 

BARBARA'S  BEAUTY  SALON 

Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Jon  Dye  of  Firth,  who  is  the  son  of 

Myron  and  Lucy  Dye  of  Firth.   She  has  had  a  beauty  parlor  in  their 

trailer  home  for  several  years,   In  1971,  the  sub-water  gave  them 
so  much  trouble  that  they  were  forced  to  move. 

LEAH'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

Leah  Brewingtor  also  has  a  shop  in  her  basement  where  she 
has  many  customers.   Leah  and  Melba  Wiseman  had  a  shop  together 
several  years  ago  in  Firth, 

RAILROAD  AGENT 

Carl  and  Neva  Jones  lived  in  Rose,  Idaho,  before  coming  to 
Firth.   Carl  has  been  the  agent  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  for 
many  years.   In  1967,  all  freight  deliveries  or  pick-up  at  Firth, 
except  carload  lots  were  stopped.   All  small  freight  is  delivered 
by  express  from  Idaho  Falls,   Passenger  service  was  discontinued 
in  the  spring  of  1971. 

Carl  started  4-H  for  the  first  time  in  Firthc   He  had  twenty- 
six  members.   Neva  is  Secretary  of  the  Firth  Homemakers  Club,  and 
has  been  a  lecturer  in  the  Riverview  Grange 0 

Neva  and  Carl  have  three  sons:   Richard  C,  who  is  in  the 
Army  in  Germany;  Robert  T. ,  who  is  a  senior  in  Firth  High  School; 
and  Howard  E.,  who  is  a  freshman  in  Firth  High  School. 

MAVERICK  GAS  STATION 

William  and  Dorothy  Wilson  Bolinder  operate  the  Maverick 
station.   They  purchased  their  farm  east  of  Firth  in  1959,  and 
that  was  his  livelihood  until  Bill  took  over  the  station  from  Emery 
Conan  in  1961.   Bill  is  a  member  cf  the  Firth  Lions  Club. 

While  farming,  they  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   They  belonged  to 
the  Potato  Growers  and  the  Cattleman's  Association. 

At  the  station  they  perform  many  services  along  mechanical 
lines o   They  have  three  employees.   They  stock  picnic  items,  hunt- 
ing and  fishing  licenses.   In  addition  to  being  a  wonderful  homemaker, 
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and  mother,  Dorothy  helps  at  the  station. 

Their  four  children  are:  Merrill,  who  filled  a  mission,  is 
married,  loves  basketball,  and  teaches  school  in  Salmon,   Terry 
is  a  football  fan,  attends  I.S.U.,  and  helps  his  dad.   Belinda 
has  a  lovely  voice  and  attends  Ricks  College.   Kevin  is  at  home 
helping  everywhere  he  can. 

FIRTH  LIONS  CLUB 

The  Lions  Club  1971  officers  are:   Floyd  Hillman,  President; 
Sterling  Hone,  Vice  President;  Hyrum  Mecham,  Lion  Tamer;  Cliff 
Olive,  Tailtwister;  Bob  Miller,  Secretary-Treasurer;  Bob  Warren, 
Elmer  John,  Bill  Bolinder,  and  Larry  Kohler,  Directors. 

The  Lions  Club  sponsor  the  Little  League  Baseball  Program. 
A  pancake  breakfast,  to  raise  funds  for  bettering  the  community, 
is  held  each  year.   At  present,  they  are  working  on  raising  funds 
for  a  city  tennis  court.   They  have  helped  equip  the  city  park  so 
that  it  is  a  nice  place  to  have  picnics  and  for  children  to  play. 

CARPENTER 

Gary  Bolander  and  Lois  Dye  were  born  and  raised  in  Firth. 
Their  new  home  is  on  the  Wolverine  Road,  on  a  tract  of  land  George 
Bolander,  Gary's  father,  gave  each  child  when  they  were  ready  to 
build  a  home. 

Gary  is  a  carpenter  and  works  with  Kohler  Building  Company. 
The  Bolander  family  was  sent  to  Evanston  on  a  building  mission  to 
construct  a  new  chapel  there. 

The  Bolander s  have  been  active  in  their  church,  and  have  held 
responsible  positions.   Both  have  been  in  choir,  chorus,  and  duets. 

The  Bolander's  children  are:   Kent  R. ,  who  received  a  trophy 
for  "Athlete  of  the  Year"  in  1962.   He  is  assistant  manager  in 
the  Woolworth  Store  in  Las  Vegas.   Ralph  E.  graduated  from  Evanston, 
Wyoming  High  School  and  B.Y.U.   He  is  in  the  Air  Force  in  Texas. 
Bruce  D.  was  Student  Body  Vice  President,  and  won  a  trophy  for 
"Outstanding  Wrestler"  in  his  sophomore  year,  and  went  on  a  mission 
in  1971.   Sharlene  and  her  husband  are  in  Hawaii.   She  won  a  beauty 
school  trophy.  Michele  is  a  senior  in  Firth  High  School,  and  is 
good  in  music.   Jan  M.  is  at  home. 

KONTES  MINK  FARM 

Chris  and  Mary  Kontes  came  west  in  1920.   First,  they  lived 
in  Wyoming,   They  later  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   Mary  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire. 

The  Kontes  came  to  Firth  in  1932.   Remodeling  was  done  to  the 
log  house  that  was  on  the  place  built  by  Landon.   Landon  sold  the 
place  to  Roberts  and  Kontes  bought  it  from  him. 

Chris  and  his  sons  started  in  the  fox  and  mink  business  when 
they  came  to  Firth.   Three  boys  were  born  to  Chris  and  Mary: 
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John,  who  is  in  Pocatello;  Jim,  at  home;  and,  Pete,  who  has  a  shoe 
shop  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  does  all  kinds  of  shoe  repair  and  also 
sells  many  items. 

Pete  and  Mary  Lou  have  two  children,  and  have  built  a  new, 
modern  home  on  the  river  above  his  father's  home.   They  are  both 
active  in  the  Grange. 

Chris  and  Mary  have  been  stalwarts  in  the  community,  and  have 
many  friends  who  love  to  visit  them  and  see  Mary's  latest  handwork 
creations. 

JOHNSON'S  FRUIT  STAND 

Wayne  Johnson,  the  son  of  Ada  Dye  and  W.  E.  Johnson,  was  born 
and  raised  in  Firth.   Under  the  tutorship  of  a  conservative  mother 
and  cheerfulness  of  a  congenial  father,  Wayne  acquired  the  person- 
ality to  meet  and  please  people.   After  Wayne  was  out  of  school, 
he  married  Berniece  Frandsen  of  Kimball. 

A  fruit  farm  was  purchased  in  Bountiful,  Utah,  where  the  child- 
ren of  Wayne  and  Berniece  have  attended  school.   Seven  children 
came  to  their  home:   Robert,  who  was  killed  while  driving  a  meat 
truck  for  Cudahy.   Gail,  married  a  man  who  is  working  for  the  gov- 
ernment in  Turkey.   Carolyn,  Stephen  and  Jane  are  all  married. 
Stephen  served  in  the  Army;  Kim  attended  the  University  of  Utah; 
Kurt  is  at  home.   Kurt  and  Kim  helped  their  father  at  the  stand 
this  year. 

Wayne  started  the  fruit  business  by  bringing  truck  loads 
of  fruit  from  Utah  and  selling  the  fruit  from  a  stand  on  his 
mother's  lawn.   Later,  a  stand  was  built  under  the  big  tree  south 
of  Bolinders.   Johnsons  sold  for  ten  years  under  this  tree,  and  in 
a  building  where  Maverick  Station  is  today.   The  stand  was  moved 
to  its  present  location.   Each  night  folding  doors  were  closed  to 
protect  from  theft  and  injury.   Plants  and  flowers  were  added,  and 
orders  were  taken  for  fresh  berries.   Hot  houses  were  built.   Pep- 
pers, tomato  plants,  and  cabbage  plants,  as  well  as  flowers  and 
bedding  plants  were  housed  and  sold.   The  business  mushroomed, 
the  Johnsons  won  many  regular  customers. 

Another  Johnson  Fruit  Stand  prospered.   It  was  located  on 
the  North  Yellowstone  Highway,  north  of  Idaho  Falls.   Johnsons 
have  a  new  location  on  G  Street  where  they  have  modern  and  conven- 
ient facilities  where  they  will  continue  in  the  produce  business. 

Stephen,  Wayne's  son,  will  be  the  chief  operator.   Wayne  and 
the  other  boys  will  be  in  the  corporation.   A  familiar  person 
around  the  Firth  stand  has  been  Wayne's  mother,  Ada  Johnson,   Many 
days  she  has  cared  for  the  stand  almost  alone  while  Wayne  was 
away  after  fruit.   We  hope  to  see  the  Johnson's  Stand  next  year 
in  Firth.7 

OOLLEE'S  BURGER  HUT 

Mrs.  Glenn  (June)  Simpson  operates  the  little  Burger  Hut  on 
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the  corner  of  Center  and  Main  in  Firth.   The  Hut  is  a  popular  place. 
June  has  four  helpers  and  tries  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  hungry 
crowd  of  students. 

The  Simpsons  came  from  Shelley  to  Firth  in  1964.   Their  child- 
ren attended  Shelley  schools.   Glenn  was  a  farmer.   Harold  and 
Marilyn  Russes  live  in  Shelley.   Ray- works  for  the  telephone  company, 
Gene  lives  in  Seattle.   Ray  spent  two  years  in  the  motor  pool  in 
the  Army,  and  Gene  four  years  in  maintenance  in  the  Air  Force. 

ANTHONY'S  AUTO  PARTS 

Mathew  Anthony  operates  the  little  Auto  Tarts  on  Main  Street 
in  Firth.   He  and  his  wife,  Betty  Hansen,  live  in  Kimball  and  com- 
mute.  The  Anthonys  bought  the  business  in  1968.   He  soils  all 
parts  and  repairs  for  cars  and  other  small  appliances.   The  family 
attend  church  in  Wapello.   The  children  are  enrolled  in  Firth 
schools. 

KENTS  TEXACO  SERVICE 

Kent  Ockerman  operates  the  Texaco  Service  in  Firth.   Ockermans 
bought  the  station  from  Frank  Lyons  in  1968.   Kent  has  given  three 
years  of  satisfied  service. 

Kent  married  Dorothy  Wicklund  and  they  have  two  children. 
All  have  attended  Firth  schools.   Kent  also  has  a  small  farm  and 
raises  sheep  and  cattle. 

L  VERN  CHRISTENSEN 

L  Vern  is  the  son  of  Frank  and  Pearl  Christensen.   He  was 
born  and  raised  in  Basalt  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 
When  L  Vern  was  taking  F.F.A.  he  received  honors  for  judging 
cattle.   He  also  won  a  trip  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  all  expenses 
paid.   When  he  was  at  home  he  helped  milk  cows.   The  milk  was 
sent  to  Challenge. 

L  Vern  met  Amy  Pratt,  a  pretty  nurse  from  Texas  in  1956, 
while  she  was  taking  nurses  training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in 
Idaho  Falls.   The  Christensens  bought  their  farm  from  Norman  Dye 
in  Firth.   They  have  five  children:  Mitch,  Frank  J.,  Paula, 
Shawna  and  Todd  L.   All  are  students  in  Firth  schools. 

L  Vern  was  on  the  Town  Board  for  two  years  and  he  works 
for  R.  T.  French.   Amy  still  does  nursing,  privately,  in  the  hos- 
pitals or  as  doctor's  office  help. 

MAX  HOWELL 

Max  was  raised  on  the  old  farm  his  father,  Elmer,  and  his 
mother,  Claudina,  had  bought  years  before.   The  place  is  in  the 
northeast  part  of  Firth  and  was  part  of  the  Reese  Jones  home- 
stead.  Max  married  Fay  Brown  Howell  in  1958.   Fay  was  raised 
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in  Goshen.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Arthur  and  Opal  Brown.   Max 
and  Fay  attended  Firth  schools. 

Max  is  a  carpenter  and  he  has  built  a  new,  modern  home. 
Max  substituted  as  a  bus  driver  for  the  school  in  1967-1968.   On 
his  small  farm  he  raises  hay  and  grain  and  has  a  few  milk  cows. 
Challenge  Dairy  hauls  his  milk  in  cans.   Max  works  as  a  carpenter 
for  Grant  Kohler  and  Company,  besides  his  farming,  so  he  does  not 
have  much  time  for  hobbies. 

Max  and  Fay  have  seven  children:   Margaret,  John,  Susan, 
Kathleen,  Dennis,  Robert  and  Wayne.   All  the  children  attend 
Firth  schools. 

WOODWARD  BROTHERS 

Glen  and  James  Woodward's  parents  came  with  their  families 
from  Kansas  in  1911.   A  homestead  was  filed  by  Woodward,  near  the 
Lavas,  by  Horseshoe  Bend  about  1916.   This  had  a  good  kind  of  soil 
to  experiment  with  potatoes.   Although  they  owned  land  west  of 
Firth,  the  boys  were  raised  around  Shelley. 

In  1957,  Glen  and  Jim  went  into  partnership  with  Bill  Wil- 
son.  In  1951,  the  Woodward  boys  bought  Bill  out,  and  have  con- 
tinued in  the  same  warehouse  since  that  time.   They  have  been  in 
the  potato  business  for  twenty-three  years,  and,  during  the 
winter  months  they  have  some  thirty-five  employees.   Most  of  their 
help  comes  from  local  men;  however,  a  few  come  from  Bonneville 
and  Bannock  counties.   They  ship  about  five  hundred  carloads  of 
potatoes  each  year.   In  1971,  the  1970  crop  was  not  completed  un- 
til the  first  part  of  August. 

Glen  was  in  the  Air  Force  for  five  years  in  Ireland.   James 
was  in  the  Army;  however,  he  did  not  serve  overseas. 

Glen  married  Reva  Humphries.   Reva  has  taught  school  since 
1955.   She  is  the  girls  guidance  counselor  for  the  Shelley  High 
School.   She  has  her  master's  degree.   Glen  and  Reva  have  four 
girls  and  five  grandchildren. 

Jim  married  Bernetta  Walker  from  Ammon.   Bernetta  works  for 
R.  T.  French.   They  belong  to  the  L.D.S.  Church.   Jim  and  Bernetta 
have  five  children  and  all  are  married  except  one.   They  are  all 
graduates  of  Shelley  High  School.   They  have  four  grandchildren. 

BOB'S  AUTO  REPAIR 

Bob  Shafer  and  his  son,  Steven,  are  in  partnership  at  the  shop, 
Steven  has  served  in  Viet  Nam.   His  father,  Bob,  was  in  World  War 
II  in  the  Marines. 

Mr.  Shafer  has  been  in  the  shop  since  Leo  Gushwa  left  some 
twenty  years  ago.   They  repair  tractors,  cars,  lawn  mowers,  and  any- 
thing with  motors. 

Norma,  Bob's  wife,  works  for  R.  T.  French.   Bob  and  Norma  have 
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three  children.   One  is  married. 


LYON  IMPLEMENT 


The  Lyon  Implement  has  remained  the  same  since  1954  when 
Joseph  and  James  bought  it.   James  is  a  partner  with  his  cousin 
Joseph  Lyon.   Another  cousin,  Charles,  is  an  employee. 

Joseph  is  a  descendent  of  early  pioneers.   Joseph  married 
Melva  Christensen,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Rachael  Killian  Christ- 
ensen  of  Goshen,  also  early  settlers.   Joseph's  parents  were 
John  Lyon  and  Elgina  Englestrom. 

Joseph  was  called  on  a  two  year  mission  in  1927.   Melba 
worked  in  Salt  Lake  City  while  he  was  gone.   Two  of  their  boys 
were  born  in  Salt  Lake.   The  Lyons  moved  to  the  Firth  area  in 
1935.   Joseph  operated  a  service  station  where  the  Kohler  Lumber 
Company  now  stands.   He  later  worked  for  Boyle-Slayton  and  bought 
the  business  with  Eldon  Jolley.   In  1954,  Joseph  bought  half  and 
James  Lyon  the  other  half  from  Mr.  Jolley.   The  name  was  changed 
from  Firth  Implement  to  Lyon  Implement. 

Melba  and  Joseph  are  'rock-hounds'  and  find  interesting 
rocks  and  formations.   Joseph  served  on  the  Town  Board  in  1955. 
He  and  Melba  have  been  in  prominent  positions  in  their  church 
and  community. 

Melba  and  Joseph  had  four  sons:   Joseph  Leon,  who  is  de- 
ceased; John  Boyd,  an  accountant  for  Skaggs  in  Sandy,  Utah.   He 
was  in  the  Air  Force.   Kenneth  received  his  B.A.  from  B.Y.U., 
and  his  PhD  in  Economics  from  the  University  of  Chicago.   He  is 
married  to  Norma  Carlton  of  Provo,  Utah.   Wendell  is  in  school 
in  Tuscon,  Arizona,  studying  for  his  Master's  Degree.   He  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Army.   The  Lyons  were  all  graduates  of  Firth  High 
School c 

CHARLES  LYON  AND  HAZEL  PETERSON 

Charles  is  the  son  of  George  and  Emma  Lyon.   Hazel  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Vita  Monson  Peterson.   They  bought  a 
home  across  the  street  from  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Basalt  about 
1946.   Charles  worked  on  the  Town  Board  for  twelve  years.   He 
has  worked  for  Lyon  Implement  as  a  mechanic  for  twenty-six  years 
under  three  different  managers.   Hazel  is  employed  by  Idaho  Sup- 
reme. 

Hazel  has  been  active  in  M.I. A.,  Relief  Society  and  Primary. 
Charles  served  as  Ward  Teacher  for  fifteen  years.   Hazel  is  a 
beautiful  seamstress  and  has  kept  her  family  well  dressed. 
Charles  and  Hazel  have  nine  children:   Alan,  filled  a  mission 
to  Spanish-America  and  resides  in  Basalt.   Larry,  Emma,  Max, 
Norman,  LaRee,  Darrell,  Dennis  and  David.   All  the  children,  as 
well  as  their  parents,  are  Firth  High  School  graduates. 
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JAMES  LYON  AND  STELLA  WHITMILL 

James  and  Charles  are  brothers.   James  (Jim)  was  raised 
south  and  east  of  Firth  where  his  father  had  a  farm  and  livestock. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

Stella  is  the  daughter  of  Barney  and  Rose  Poritt  Whitmill. 
Barney  was  the  first  white  boy  born  in  Basalt,  and  his  father, 
Henry,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  around  the  Basalt  area. 
He  helped  build  the  Cedar  Point  Canal. 

In  1932,  Jim  and  Stella  bought  a  farm  south  of  Firth,  join- 
ing Hutchinsons  homestead  on  the  east.   A  beautiful  home  was 
built  on  it  where  they  have  resided  since  that  time  and  have 
raised  three  daughters:   Bonnie,  Nancy,  who  is  on  a  mission  in 
Colorado,  and  Janet.   All  are  college  graduates.   None  of  the 
girls  live  in  this  area.   All  were  educated  in  Firth  schools. 

Jim  and  Stella  have  seven  grandchildren.   Both  have  been 
active  in  church  and  community  activities.   Jim  was  on  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Beet  Growers.   Stella  served  as  Vice  Captain  of 
the  D.U.P.  and  was  a  charter  member.   She  is  now  employed  as  a 
housekeeper  for  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls. 

STOP  AND  SHOP 

Clarence  and  Pearl  Rogers  Niehart  bought  the  Food  Basket 
nine  years  ago.   The  store  has  groceries,  cleaning  aids,  school 
supplies,  notions  and  necessities,  and  many  other  goods  to  sup- 
ply rural  people.   The  store  may  well  be  called  a  mercantile  es- 
tablishment.  It  was  one  of  the  first  buildings  in  Firth'  before 
1910.   Pearl  manages  the  store  while  Clarence  works  as  a  mechanic 
for  Bingham  County  in  construction  work  and  building  roads. 

Clarence  and  Pearl  have  four  children:   Dennis,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  Gail  Fielding.   They  live  in  Shelley.   Bonnie  is  married 
and  lives  in  Nevada.   JoAnn  married  a  Chatterton  and  lives  in 
Moses  Lake,  Washington.   Erlene  lives  in  Blackfoot.   The  Nie- 
harts  home  is  in  Blackfoot  and  they  commute  to  and  from  work. 

FIRTH  RECORD 

The  Firth  Record  was  possibly  the  only  newspaper  ever  printed 
in  Firth.   The  exact  date  of  the  first  publication  is  not  known. 
It  was  around  1944.   A  copy  of  the  VJ  Day  paper,  August  14,  1945, 
is  on  record.   Roger  Fenner  printed  the  newspaper.   The  type  had 
been  previously  set,  so  within  two  minutes  after  the  news  was 
received,  it  was  announced  on  the  street  from  a  fire  engine. 
Carl  Hadin,  a  newspaper  man  made  the  announcement.   The  Firth 
Record  also  published  the  first  Sports  Extra  here.   Roger  Fenner 
was  the  owner  and  publisher.   He  was  born  in  San  Francisco  and 
was  raised  in  Pocatello.   He  married  Arlitta  Newhurt.   The  Shockey 
Building  was  rented  upstairs  where  Fenners  had  living  quarters, 
and  the  downstairs  on  the  street  was  occupied  partly  by  the  Firth 
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Variety,  and  the  other  part  by  the  Firth  Record.   Eventually,  the 
Firth  Record  was  in  the  front. 

Roger  was  the  son  of  Mrs.  Eugene  Bernstrom  of  Blackfoot.   The 
Fenners  had  ten  children,  five  of  whom  have  passed  away.   Roger 
and  his  family  now  reside  in  Lava  Hot  Springs  where  he  has  an  Im- 
port Gift  Shop  and  a  Doughnut  Shop. 

Douglas  Reid  assisted  Roger  Fenner  in  the  printing  business 
for  a  short  time.   The  Fenners  resided  in  Firth  about  six  years.8 


BASALT  BUSINESS  IN  PRIVATE  HOMES 


HELEN'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

Helen  Berg  has  a  comfortable  little  shop  with  basin,  dryers 
and  a  cabinet  on  her  back  porch.   During  the  years  that  Helen  has 
lived  in  Basalt  she  has  had  many  satisfied  and  steady  customers. 

LAREE *S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

LaRee  Thompson,  daughter  of  Ervin  and  Letha  Thompson,  con- 
verted a  trailer  into  a  comfortable,  handy  beauty  parlor.   It  was 
one  mile  east  and  one  mile  north  of  Basalt  on  her  father's  farm. 
LaRee  filled  a  mission  prior  to  her  business  venture.   After  oper- 
ating the  beauty  shop  for  several  years  she  married  Mr.  Clark,  a 
barber  from  Blackfoot,  where  they  now  reside. 

MONA'S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

Mona  Prestwich  has  a  basement  room  in  her  new  home  that  is 
equipped  with  sink,  dryers,  and  all  the  necessary  equipment  to 
help  make  ladies  more  attractive.   This  is  a  help  to  the  family 
income  because  she  can  be  at  home  and  supervise  her  four  children 
while  running  her  beauty  shop.   Verdell  works  for  Horlans  Plumbing 
in  Idaho  Falls. 

FORREST'S  REFRIGERATION 

During  his  spare  time,  Forrest  Stringham  travels  the  length 
and  width  of  the  valley  doing  various  repair  and  installation  work 
on  milkers,  coolers,  refrigerators,  and  air  conditioners. 

SPEAS  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Dennis  has  an  'after  hour'  hobby  of  photography.   He  has  taken 
many  pictures  of  family  groups,  weddings,  graduations  and  other 
special  occasions,  in  addition  to  developing  pictures  for  many 
friends  and  relatives  in  his  home  shop.   Dennis  is  employed  at  the 
National  Reactor  Testing  Station,  and  his  wife,  Nedra,  works  for 
Idaho  Supreme. 


212 


BARRUS  WELL  DRILLING 

LaMar  and  Marilyn  Fackerell  Barrus  came  to  Basalt  from  Burley 
in  1960.   LaMar  has  done  well  drilling  from  Burley  to  Island  Park. 
His  optimism  and  big  heartedness  win  him  many  patrons.   No  matter 
how  low  the  mercury  drops,  LaMar  goes  where  he  is  called  to  repair 
electric  pumps,  or  to  dig  new  wells.   LaMar  filled  a  mission  in 
Sweden,   He  served  as  Bishop  of  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Burley  for 
two  and  a  half  years.   He  is  active  in  M.LAt  and  Sunday  School. 
At  the  present,  he  is  on  the  Town  Board  of  Basalt. 

Marilyn  is  active  in  all  phases  of  community  and  church  work. 
At  present,  she  is  President  of  the  Y.W.M.I.A.,  and  she  also  loves 
Primary  work.   Last  year  she  was  Vice  President  of  the  Firth  P.T.A, 

Marilyn  and  LaMar  have  six  children:   Kanin,  who  married  Ron- 
nie Butler  and  is  with  him  in  Germany.   Guy  L.,  Nanette,  Steven 
L. ,  Jef f ery  N. ,  and  David  M.   The  children  have  won  blue  ribbons 
with  4-H  projects  on  horses  and  dogs.   Marilyn  has  been  a  4-H 
leader  for  several  of  these  groups. 

The  Barrus  family  was  burned  out  in  1966.   It  was  a  windy  day 
in  spring,  the  flames  from  the  trailer  heater  lashed  out,  catching 
the  trailer  and  small  garage  filled  with  furniture  from  an  eight 
room  home,  on  fire.,   The  door  was  nailed  shut  and  everything  was 
gone  before  the  Fire  Department  arrived.   Neighbors  rushed  in  and 
used  the  Barrus'  pump  to  save  the  new  unfinished  log  home  from 
burning.   It  was  seared  all  over  the  north  side  and  roof.   The 
twenty-two  quilts,  paintings  and  adornments  made  by  Marilyn  were 
all  destroyed. 

The  Barrus  family  lived  in  Amber  Glenn's  house  until  their 
log  home  was  finished.   Marilyn  said,  "I  learned  the  value  of  true 
possessions,  and  how  quickly  material  things  can  be  taken  from 
us."  The  community,  characteristically  came  in  with  food,  cloth- 
ing, utensils  and  money  to  help  get  them  started  again. 

VITA'S  PIANO 

Vita  Dye  (Mrs.  Lynn  Dye)  has  her  piano  in  a  comfortable  base- 
ment room  and  gives  piano  lessons  all  day  on  Saturday.   She  has 
helped  a  number  of  young  people  in  the  community  get  their  start 
in  music. 

LEOLA'S  PIANO 

Leola  Esplin  (Mrs.  Leon  Esplin)  also  is  an  asset  to  the  com- 
munity e   She  gives  piano  lessons  in  her  front  room  after  school. 
This  is  convenient  for  her  to  teach  at  home  so  she  can  keep  an  eye 
on  her  children. 

DARLENE  MC CURDY  LANE 

Darlene  was  raised  in  Basalt .   She  was  born  in  her  Grandma 
Tena  Berg's  home  and  lived  with  Tena  several  years  after  Drusella, 
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Darlene's  mother,  passed  away.   Darlene  was  only  eight  years  old 
when  her  mother  died.   Darlene  spent  a  lot  of  time  at  her  grandma's 
house  because  their  house  was  so  empty  and  she  was  lonesome. 
Darlene's  father,  Bert,  worked  as  a  custodian  of  the  church  and  at 
the  school  in  the  lunch  room. 

When  Darlene  was  in  school  she  bought  a  watch  from  Warren's 
Gift  Shop  in  Firth.   She  bought  it  on  the  installment  plan,  and 
paid  for  it  by  picking  potatoes,  cutting  potatoes,  and  topping  and 
loading  beets. 

Darlene  married  Robert  Lane  and  is  employed  by  the  telephone 
company  in  Reno,  Nevada.   Darlene  and  Robert  have  four  children: 
Jolene,  who  is  attending  Ricks  College;  Linda,  Jannis  and  Randy  at 
home. 

REAH'S  AMWAY 

Reah  Whitmill  and  Francis  Nelson  have  their  own  truck  with 
large  letters,  "Reah's  Amway",  printed  on  it.  She  has  worked  for 
Amway  three  years.  Amway 's  motto  is,  "Home  Care  Know  How  At  Your 
Door  Step."  The  company  was  organized  in  1959,  and  is  known  nation 
wide.  The  Nelsons  carry  a  supply  on  hand  at  all  times.  The  com- 
pany guarantees  their  products.  They  are  expanding  into  clothing 
and  small  appliances. 

REDWOOD  CORRALS 

Zane  B.  Leatham  and  Jeannie  Davidson  are  owners  of  this  busi- 
ness.  Zane  is  the  son  of  Charles  I.  Leatham  and  Maude  Leatham  of 
Rexburg,  Idaho.   Zane  served  in  Korea  as  a  cook.   He  was  discharged 
from  the  Army  in  1943. 

Zane  was  a  chauffeur  of  government  cars  for  the  A.E.C.  for  ten 
years.   He  hauled  milk  for  Challenge  for  three  years.   He  is  pre- 
sently a  pipe  fitter  for  a  construction  company  and  works  where 
jobs  demand  his  services. 

Jeannie,  his  wife,  speaks  six  languages  and  understands  eight. 
She  was  an  opera  singer  in  France,  where  she  was  raised.   Jeannie 
sings  in  many  programs  in  the  vicinity.   She  manages  the  Redwood 
Corrals,  breeders  of  Arabian  Horses. 

PIKE'S  FIX-IT  SHOP 

Aldie  has  this  shop  as  a  hobby.   It  is  located  in  the  rear  of 
his  home.   He  sharpens  lawn  mowers,  repairs  bikes,  and  many  other 
little  jobs. 

CARLSON'S  BESTLINE  PRODUCTS 

In  1968,  Ray  and  Floreine  became  General  Distributors  for  a 
new,  non-polluting,  cleaning  chemical  for  use  in  home  and  industry. 
These  products  are  safe  in  the  home  because  they  will  not  hurt 
children  if  taken  internally,  and  yet  they  outclean  almost  anything 
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on  the  market. 

The  products  are:   Zif  -  all  purpose  heavy  duty  cleaner;  '  LC' 
or  liquid  concentrate  for  light  duty  jobs;  B-15  carpet  shampoo; 
B-?0  laundry  compound;  lemon  lustre  furniture  polish;  ABC  toilet 
bowl  cleaner;  air  deodorizer;  B-80  automatic  dishwashing  compound; 
anticeptic  medic-aid  spray.   For  the  ladies  there  is  a  natural 
beauty  botique  and  simara  women's  cologne.   For  the  men  there  is 
spirit  of  the  eagle  aftershave  lotion. 

Carlsons  want  to  thank  all  of  their  regular  customers  for 
their  patronage  and  invite  all  the  community  to  try  these  tre- 
mendous products  and  see  if,  when  you  try  them,  you  are  "First  in 
Line  with  Bestline."9 
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OLD  HOMES  OF  FIRTH 
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WILLIAM  DYE  1904 


JOSEPH  DYE  1905 


ONE  OF  FIRTH'S  FIRST  HOMES 


GRANGE  HALL  -  ONCE  A  LUMBER  CO 


WERNETTE  HOME 


NEW  HOMES  OF  FIRTH 


WARREN  DYE 


EUGENE  JORGENSEN 


LELAND  LOTT 


BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUCTION 


One  great  man  once  said,  "Anyone  can  tear  a  building  down, 
but  it  takes  brains,  brawn,  and  thought  to  build  a  structure  or 
put  a  building  up." 

Some  of  the  builders  within  these  pages  are  artisans  in 
stone,  cement,  and  construction.   Others  build  of  necessity 
because  they  cannot  hire  trained  carpenters.   Many  of  the  build- 
ers have  worked  as  apprentices  or  as  helpers  until  they  have 
acquired  the  knowhow  to  go  for  themselves.   Others  have  been 
trained  in  college. 

Regardless  of  how  the  builders  obtained  their  knowledge 
we  appreciate  the  great  work  they  have  accomplished  in  our 
communities.   Without  good  builders  our  homes  would  be  obsolete 
and  inadequate. 

In  our  communities  today  still  stand  the  rock  houses  built 
by  experts;  firm  and  intact,  after  sixty  or  seventy  years  of  use 
They  are  a  monument  to  good  building.   These  rocks  were  native 
of  this  country,  were  hand  hewn  and  chiseled  so  each  one  fit 
perfectly.   There  are  still  frame  homes  that  were  built  so  well 
that  a  half  century  of  time  has  not  weakened  them. 

There  has  been  great  expansion  of  building  in  the  past  ten 

years  in  the  suburban  areas  of  the  country,  as  well  as  in 

the  cities  and  towns.   People  are  taking  greater  pride  in  their 
homes.   They  want  them  to  have  modern  conveniences. 

Great  effort  has  been  put  forth  in  this  volume  to  show  the 
advancement  and  progress  of  Basalt-Firth  localities  during  these 
past  seventy  years.   A  comparison  both  in  picture  and  story  has 
been  included  of  the  old  and  the  new. 

We  agree  that  there  are  many  homes  that  should  be  replaced 
with  new  ones.   We  hope  that  time  will  accomplish  this;  at 
least  in  improvement  and  renovation.   The  last  verse  of  "The 
Chambered  Nautilus",  written  by  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  might  be 
applicable  here. 


216 


Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  0  my  soul, 

As  the  swift  seasons  roll 

Leave  thy  low- vaulted  past 

Let  each  new  temple  nobler  than  the  last, 

Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  doom  more  vast, 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free 

Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life's  unresting  sea. 

ELIJAH  NORMAN  AND  MARY  E.  FREEMAN 

Elijah,  Selma,  Mary  E. ,  Lorin,  and  Erastus  came  from  Saint 
Johns,  Arizona,  to  Basalt  in  1906.   Some  of  the  family  remained 
in  Arizona.   A  daughter,  Anna  Marie,  had  just  become  the  wife 
of  Warren  J.  Mallory-   The  Mallory  family  later  came  to  Idaho 
and  founded  a  mercantile  business  in  Shelley,  Idaho. 

Oscar,  another  brother  of  Lorin  and  Erastus,  did  not  like 
Basalt,  so  he  went  to  Montana.   The  cold  winters  there  drove  him 
back.   He  operated  a  small  store  in  Goshen.   He  married  a  Goshen 
girl,  Lillian  Nielsen. 

A  sister,  Louie  Ada,  and  a  brother,  Norman,  moved  from 
Airzona  to  Ogden,  Utah. 

ERASTUS  FREEMAN  AND  JOSEPHINE  CRONY 

Karl  Croney  Freeman  married  Betty  Staley  of  Kimberly.   They 
live  in  Twin  Falls,   Lorin  Waedell  lives  in  Twin  Falls,  he  married 
Helen  Bagley.   They  have  three  children.   Selma  Elaine  married 
Virgil  McNutt,   They  have  two  children  and  live  in  Arcadia, 
California.   Dean  Leon  lives  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.   Betty  Jo 
was  the  mother  of  three  children.   Don  Melvin  and  his  wife,  Rita, 
have  two  sons,  and  live  in  Long  Beach,  California.   Fae  Lucille 
married  Jack  Horspool.   They  have  six  children  and  live  in 
Hacienda  Heights,  California.   Jay  Grant  and  his  wife,  Sharla, 
live  in  Sacramento,  California.   They  have  five  children. 

Erastus  built  homes  in  Tempe  and  Mesa,  Arizona.   He  was 
a  carpenter  while  in  Bur ley,  Idaho.   He  was  active  in  church 
during  the  time  he  was  in  Arizona.   He  was  a  Counselor  in  the 
Bishopric;  worked  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School,  and  in  Stake 
Genealogy. 

While  in  Idaho  Erastus  and  Lorin  owned  two  Rumley  threshing 
machines  and  did  custom  work  throughout  the  Upper  Snake  River 
Valley,   The  two  brothers,  Lorin  and  Erastus,  homesteaded 
together  and  worked  together  in  carpentry  and  other  jobs.   On  a 
twenty  acre  plot  joining  Victor  Frandsen's  place  on  the  north, 
(where  Ross  Berg  lives) ,  was  a  slaughter  house  on  the  banks  of 
the  West  Branch,  or  Cedar  Point  Canal.   Frandsen  had  lambing 
sheds  and  sheep  sheds  there.   This  activity  led  them  to  go  in 
with  Vic  Frandsen,  selling  livestock  and  machinery.   Lorin  and 
Erastus  did  blacksmi thing  and  carpentry  until  the  crash  of  1929. 

AARON  CRONY 

The  Crony  family  were  Danish,   Aaron  and  Emma  J.  lived  most 
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of  their  sojourn  in  Firth,  Idaho.   Aaron  built  a  frame  house  west 
of  the  lumber  company  in  Firth.   He  was  a  carpenter  and  stone  mason. 
He  spent  much  of  his  time  building  rock  houses  around  the  Upper 
Snake  River  Valley. 

For  a  short  time  Aaron  worked  as  a  salesman  for  Slay ton's 
Hardware  in  Firth.   Some  of  his  summers  were  spent  in  Yellowstone 
National  Park  with  headquarters  at  Fishing  Bridge  where  he  operated 
the  Boat  Commission. 

Aaron  was  a  great  outdoorsman  and  visited  the  Salmon  country 
often.   His  fishing  and  hunting  gear  were  the  very  best. 

Aaron  and  Emma  had  five  children:   Selma,  who  married  Erastus 
Freeman;  Amasey,  Leonard,  and  Pearl.   Their  twin  babies  died  in 
infancy. 

Amasey  had  a  tragedy  in  his  life.   He  used  a  loaded  twelve- 
guage  shotgun  to  poke  a  sucking  colt  away  from  its  mother.   The 
mother  horse  was  hitched  to  the  wagon  Amasey  was  driving.   The 
gun  discharged  and  shot  his  right  arm  at  the  shoulder.   He  lost 
his  arm  and  almost  lost  his  life  from  gangrene. 

In  his  later  years,  when  he  was  nearly  a  hundred  years  old, 
he  was  putting  coal  into  the  stove,   A  large  piece  fell  on  his 
two  fingers,  crushing  them.   These  fingers  had  to  be  amputated. 
He  was  then  a  three  fingered  musician.   He  had  always  loved  music, 
He  died  in  19  30. 

Leonard  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  I.   He  turned  out  to  be 
a  dandy  and  a  gambler.   He  was  paralyzed  before  his  death  in  19  39. 

Pearl  was  a  vivacious  and  interesting  person.   Before  her 
marriage  she  spent  many  summers  as  a  waitress  in  Yellowstone  Park. 
Pearl  married  Leland  Tufts.   They  lived  in  the  house  where  Austin 
Brown  now  lives.   This  marriage  ended  in  a  divorce.   Pearl  then 
married  0.  W.  White.   The  Whites  live  in  Ririe,  Idaho.   Pearl 
had  diabetes  and  has  lost  both  legs  because  of  the  illness. 

Pearl  and  Bill  took  care  of  Pearl's  parents,  Aaron  and  Emma, 
until  their  death.   Emma  died  in  1950  and  Aaron  died  in  1951. 

KARL  C.  FREEMAN  AND  BETTY  JEAN  STALEY 

Karl  spent  his  growing  years  in  Basalt,  with  the  exception 
of  the  first,  second,  and  third  grades,  which  were  spent  in  Twin 
Falls,  Idaho c 

Karl  was  the  oldest  son  of  Erastus  N,  Freeman  and  Selma 
Josephine  Croney.   He  was  born  in  a  house  across  the  street  from 
the  store  where  the  Twitchell  home  now  stands.   Karl,  like  the 
other  young  people  of  Basalt  attended  school  in  the  brick  school 
house  that  burned.   He  attended  high  school  in  Firth  and  graduated 
in  1934,   He  participated  in  all  activities  of  the  ward  until  he  was 
a  young  man  of  twenty-four.   Erastus  became  a  piano  salesman  for 
Claud  Brown  Furniture  Company.   He  then  moved  to  Twin  Falls 

Karl  was  very  active  in  Firth  High  School.   Karl  said,  '  I  have 
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many  great  memories  of  old  Firth  High!   I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
earn  a  letter  in  football,  basketball,  and  track  while  in  high 
school.   I  participated  in  the  school  play,  'I  Will,  I  Won't',  and 
the  operetta,  "Melinka  of  Astraken.'" 

Karl  was  President  of  the  Studentbody.   He  received  the  Bal- 
four Scholarship  Medal  from  the  Lions  Club.   A.  W.  Morgan  was 
Superintendent  in  1934.   The  teachers  who  were  in  Firth  at  that 
time  will  be  mentioned  under  schools. 

After  graduating  from  high  school,  Karl  moved  to  Twin  Falls. 
He  was  a  store  clerk.   He  attended  the  business  university.   He 
was  an  office  manager  of  the  Zions  Wholesale  Grocery.   He  filled 
a  mission  to  the  Northwest.   He  also  attended  Brigham  Young 
University. 

He  married  Betty  Jean  Staley.  He  became  a  life  underwriter 
for  National  Public  Service  Insurance  Company  in  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington. He  became  the  "Realtor  of  the  Year"  in  1970.  This  award 
is  judged  on  realtor  spirit,  civic  affairs,  business  accomplish- 
ments, local  activity,  appraiser  ability,  and  educational  promo- 
tion. Karl  served  on  the  Multiple  Listing  Committee  as  Chairman 
in  1970-1971.   He  is  a  director  of  the  Idaho  Association  of  Realtors. 

Karl  is  an  active  member  of  the  L.D.S.  Church.   At  present,  he 
is  Stake  Superintendent  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A.  of  the  Twin  Falls  Stake, 
and  is  on  the  Stake  Aaronic  Youth  Committee. 

During  the  years  of  these  many  accomplishments,  Karl  and 
Betty  have  raised  a  fine  family  of  five  children:   Kent  and  his 
wife,  Kathy,  live  in  Twin  Falls.   They  have  three  daughters. 
Dennis  is  also  living  in  Twin  Falls  with  his  wife,  Susan.   They 
have  two  children.   Darwin  is  living  in  Portland,  Oregon,  with  his 
wife,  Hilde,  and  their  one  child.   Karla  married  Stephen  Kitley. 
They  have  one  child  and  live  in  Burley.   Renee  lives  in  Sacra- 
mento, California  and  is  not  married. 

LETHO  GEE  AND  EVELYN  BROWER 

Letho  came  from  Salt  Lake  City  to  Ora,  Idaho.   In  1962 
Letho  and  Evelyn  came  to  Basalt.   Evelyn  was  raised  in  Ashton  and 
attended  Ricks  College.   Letho  drove  a  gas  truck  between  Ashton 
and  Billings,  Montana,  for  several  years.   This  couple  did  some 
dry  farming  in  the  Teton  Basin.   They  milked  a  few  cows  and  sold 
cream.   Wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  hay  were  raised  on  their  dry  farm. 

Letho  has  done  carpentry  work  and  has  driven  trucks  for  con- 
struction companies.   Letho  and  Evelyn  have  a  mobile  home  on  a  lot 
near  Evelyn's  sister,  Vita  Dye.   Evelyn  clerked  in  Mallory's 
Department  store  in  Shelley  for  five  years.   She  also  played  piano 
in  dance  orchestras.   She  and  her  sister,  Vita,  used  to  sing  to- 
gether.  Evelyn  was  organist  in  several  organizations  in  Ashton. 
She  is  a  Visiting  Teacher  for  the  Relief  Society  in  Basalt. 

Letho  and  Evelyn  have  four  children:   Darlene  Barger;  Delores 
Holmes,  who  lives  in  Firth  and  works  for  Claysons;  Darryl  Gee,  who 
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has  made  the  service  his  career.   He  is  a  Lieutenant  Commander  and 
has  been  in  the  service  for  twenty  years.   He  is  presently  in  the 
Philippines.   Their  youngest  daughter  is  Cardine  Eischens. 

BUD  D.  ROBINSON  AND  SHARLENE  PALMER 

Bud  was  schooled  at  Basalt  and  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High 
School.   His  parents,  Ellis  and  Edith  A.  Yorgensen  Robinson  were 
fromerly  from  Shelley  and  American  Fork,  Utah.   Bud  married  Sharlene 
Palmer  of  Shelley.   She  was  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High  School,  and 
the  daughter  of  Zimara  and  Carma  Nielsen  Palmer, 

Bud  and  Sharlene  built  and  remodeled  a  home  that  was  formerly 
owned  by  Jim  Bragg,  just  north  of  the  Basalt  Store.   Bud  served 
his  time  in  the  laundry  division  of  the  U.S.  Army  during  the  Korean 
War, 

Bud  belongs  to  Teamsters  Local  #983.   Sharlene  withdrew  in 
1969.   Bud  worked  for  the  railroad  in  1950-1951.   He  is  in  build- 
ing maintenance.   Bud  likes  to  fish  and  hunt. 

Sharlene  does  handiwork,  is  an  immaculate  housewife,  and  does 

beauty  work  in  her  home.   She  is  a  lisenced  Co&metologist .   Bud  and 

Sharlene  waited  eleven  years  for  one  sweet  little  girl  named  Carlena 
Marie. 

Bud  had  a  motorcycle  accident  in  1965  that  bruised  him  badly. 

ELVIN  LYON  AND  PATRINA  BOLANDER 

Elvin  and  Patrina  grew  up  within  a  few  miles  of  each  other. 
Elvin  lived  one  half  mile  east  of  the  Firth  Elementary  School. 
He  is  the  son  of  George  and  Emma  Lyon.   Patrina  lived  about  one 
mile   southeast  of  the  school.   They  were  both  graduates  of  Firth 
High  School. 

Elvin  filled  a  mission  to  the  Eastern  States  and  came  home  to 
be  inducted  into  the  service.   He  had  recieved  orders  to  go  over- 
seas.  He  served  on  a  gunner  crew  in  England.   He  married  Patrina 
in  1944.   After  Elvin  was  discharged  from  the  service,  he  and 
Patrina  farmed  southeast  of  Firth  until  about  1960,   He  raised 
potatoes,  sugar  beets,  hay,  and  grain.   He  belonged  to  Idaho 
Potatoe  Growers  and  sold  milk  to  Kraft  for  twenty  years. 

Elvin  is  employed  as  a  carpenter  by  Dale  Chris tensen.   He 
built  his  new,  modern  home  on  an  acreage.   He  has  served  over 
ten  years  in  the  Firth  Bishopric  and  in  many  other  auxiliaries. 

Patrina  has  fifteen  years  of  service  in  the  various  auxili- 
aries.  She  is  a  devoted  mother  to  seven  children:   Robert,  who 
attended  U.S.U.  and  is  an  electrical  engineer.   He  was  listed  in 
"Who's  Who  in  American  Colleges"  while  in  school  at  Logan.   He 
married  Sandra  Kennedy  from  Australia.   He  is  presently  employed 
by  the  A.E,C,  in  Idaho  Falls.   Patty  was  active  in  FHA  in  high 
school  and  attended  B.Y.U.   She  is  married  to  Vaughn  Jolley,  and 
they  live  in  Salmon.   Mary  is  still  at  home.   Michael  married 
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Bonnie  Gotch  of  Jameston-   Dawn,  Colleen,  and  Bryce  are  still  at 
homec   Dawn  and  Colleen  had  several  years  of  4-H. 

ALFRED  A,  TWITCHELL  AND  JENNIE  ROBINSON 

In  1904,  when  Sanfred  and  Sophia  Twitchell  came  to  Basalt 
from  Victor,  Idaho,  there  was  no  high  school  in  Idaho  Falls, 
Shelley,  or  Firth c   The  closest  school  of  higher  learning  was 
Ricks  College.   It  served  as  a  high  school  and  academy  combined. 

Alfred  Twitchell  was  born  in  Clifton,  Idaho,   His  grandfather, 
Ephraim  Twitchell,  had  come  across  the  plains  in  1848,   His  grand- 
parents were  English  and  Danish,   Alfred  was  only  thirteen  and 
remembers  attending  school  in  the  schoolhouse  by  the  cemetery.   He 
helped  his  father,  Sanfred,  who  was  a  stone  mason,  burn  bricks  for 
the  school  house  that  was  being  built  at  Basalt.   The  school  was 
two  stories  with  four  rooms,  two  upstairs  and  two  downstairs. 

Aaron  Crony  and  Sanfred  Twitchell  were  both  stone  masons  and 
carpenters.   Alfred  helped  his  father  cut  rock  with  Croney  for  the 
Jensen  home  north  of  the  old  hall  in  1905.   The  hall  was  completed 
in  1906. 

In  Basalt,  there  was  a  candy  and  ice  cream  shop,  a  butcher 
shop,  and  a  millinery  shop  operated  by  Robert  Quinn's  second  wife. 
Mrs.  Curd  remodeled  the  buildings  in  front  of  which  was  a  board- 
walk. 

'No  Fear'  Davis  built  a  store  where  he  sold  general  merchan- 
dise.  One  could  buy  anything  from  saddles  to  cars  and  lumber. 
Just  west  of  the  store  was  a  Hardware  and  Lumber  Company.   The 
Blacksmith  Shop  was  west  of  the  store,   Frank  Landon  was  the  Black- 
smith.  Frank  was  a  brother  to  Vessie  Landon  Barrow's  father,  Heber. 
Dan  Arave's  father  built  the  house  where  Landons  lived. 

A  building  that  had  been  a  saloon  in  Old  Basalt  was  moved  to 
New  Basalt  and  used  for  a  post  office.   A  frame  building  was  south 
of  the  post  officec   Mrs,  H.  Harriett  Armstrong  bought  it  and  it 
was  used  as  a  store,  and  later  was  a  place  of  residence.   Charles 
and  Hazel  Lyon  live  in  that  building  now. 

The  first  baseball  field  was  south  of  the  old  hall,  where  the 
Chapel  and  Forrest  Stringham's  place  is  today.   Later,  the  ball 
park  was  moved  to  where  it  is  now  located,   Alfred  Twitchell  was 
a  baseball  catcher, 

Alfred  tells  of  a  travelling  troupe  who  presented  plays.   They 
were  Ras  Freeman,  Mrs.  Curd,  and  Aaron  Crony.   There  was  also  a  lit- 
tle orchestra  who  presented  music,   Elsie  Criddle  played  the  piano. 

Robert  Quinn  lived  across  the  street  from  Austin  Brown. 
Quinn's  house  burned.   The  Davis  family  lived  across  the  street, 
north  of  Austin  Brown,  where  Shorts  have  their  beautiful  yard, 

Alfred  met  Jennie  at  a  dance.   Her  people  were  from  American 
Fork,  Utahc   Jennie  and  her  brother,  Clarence,  used  to  spend  a  lot 
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of  time  at  Armstrong's  store.   They  became  acquainted,  and  a  romance 
followed.   Jennie  and  Alfred  were  married  in  1914  in  Pocatello,  Idaho, 

Twitchells  bought  two  rooms  of  Erastus  Freeman's  home.   Later, 
Jennie  and  Alfred  remodeled  and  built  on  to  make  their  present 
home.   Alfred  has  lived  sixty-seven  years  in  this  house. 

Alfred  tells  of  many  happenings  around  Basalt.   When  the 
Howells  came  to  Basalt,  they  lived  in  John  Croft's  old  home. 
Grandma  Howell  lived  in  this  house  and  raised  her  family.   After 
Grandma  died,  the  house  burned.   Everyone  used  canal  water  for 
drinking.   The  Palmers  had  the  big  rock  house  built  south  of 
Morrises  where  Trents  live. 

Alfred  Twitchell  built  head  gates  and  repaired  them  for  many 
years  for  the  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation  Company.   Later,  he 
was  a  foreman  for  a  big  sheep  company  in  Blackfoot. 

Jennie  passed  away  in  November,  1962.   Alfred  and  Jennie 
had  three  children:   Opal,  who  married  Reed  A.  Tucker;  Wayne  A., 
who  married  Melba  Brower;  and  Keith,  who  married  Jean  Kirtry. 
Alfred  has  nine  grandchildren  and  sixteen  great  grandchildren. 

GUY  ELLIS  ROBINSON  AND  SHARON  NELSON 

Guy  attended  Shelley  Grade  School  and  Ammon  and  Shelley  High 
Schools,   Guy's  parents,  Ellis  and  Edith,  moved  to  Basalt  in  1950. 

Guy  worked  as  an  electronic  technician  while  in  the  Korean 
conflict.   He  served  time  on  the  West  Coast  and  in  Labrador. 
From  1951  to  1955  he  was  employed  by  the  railroad  in  West  Yellow- 
stone and  by  the  R.  T,  French  Company  from  1955  to  1957.   Two  years 
were  spent  with  Jorgensen.  Construction,   In  1959,  he  brought  his 
bride,  Sharon  Nelson  to  Basalt  and  they  started  a  home  of  their 
own.   Sharon's  parents  are  Viggo  J.  and  Elda  Nelson  of  Shelley. 
Guy  worked  as  a  Masonry  Contractor  from  1959  until  19  70,  when 
he  started  the  Robinson  Construction  Company.   Guy  is  now  on 
his  own. 

Guy  builds  homes  all  over  the  valley.  In  19  70,  guy  and 
Sharon  moved  into  a  beautiful  modern  home  of  their  own,  just 
north  of  his  father's  place  in  Basalt  ■ 

Guy  donated  several  hours  of  his  time  in  helping  face  the 
D.U.P.  Marker  with  rock.   This  marker  is  on  the  corner  of  the 
L.D.S. Church  grounds  in  Basalt,   Guy  and  Sharon  have  three  child- 
ren:  Terri  Lynn,  Gary  Guy,  and  Kellie  Ann, 

JOHN  D.  TAYLOR  AND  CAROL  JOHNSON 

The  Taylors  came  from  Shelley  to  Basalt,   They  bought  the 
school  property  where  the  Basalt  school  burned  in  1958.   The 
Taylors  have  moved  a  house  onto  the  property  and  have  remodeled 
it  into  a  comfortable  home,   John  Taylor  operates  heavy  equip- 
ment for  construction  companies „   John  was  raised  and  schooled 
in  Pingree,  Idaho.   Carol  attended  school  in  Shelley.   The 
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children  attend  school  in  Firth.   They  are:   Johnny,  Lonny ,  Eddy, 

Trina,  Becky,  Steven,  and  Croy.  John  and  his  son  were  badly 

injured  in  a  motorcycle  accident  five  years  ago,  but  fortunately 
both  have  recovered. 

CARL  ANDREW  FREEMAN  AND  VIFGINIA  MOORE  (DECEASED)  AND  MARCELLA  BARTON 

Carl  is  the  son  of  Delores  and  Lorin  Freeman  of  Basalt.   Carl 
married  Virginia  Moore,  who  came  from  Edwardsville  Girl's  School 
in  Illinois.   She  and  Carol  had  five  daughters:   Carla,  Candy, 
Connie,  Corine ,  and  Carma.   They  came  from  Idaho  Falls  to  Basalt. 
Carl  and  Virginia  bought  property  west  of  the  store  and  moved  a 
house  onto  it.   They  then  remodeled  and  modernized  the  house.   This 
is  on  the  old  Howell  and  Frank  Freeman  place.   Before  the  renova- 
tion was  entirely  completed,  Virginia  passed  away  on  July  21,  1970. 
Carl  married  Marcella  Nulph  Barton  in  19  71.   Marcella  had  a  family 
by  a  previous  marriage. 

Carl  served  in  the  Army  during  World  War  II  and  spent  time  in 
England,  France,  and  Germany.   He  now  works  for  Ready-to-Pour  Concrete 
in  Idaho  Falls, 

The  children  attended  schools  in  Idaho  Falls  before  coming 
to  Firth. 

JAMES  G.  JOHNSTON  AND  MARGARET  CHARLOTTE  STODDART 

Margaret's  parents  homesteaded  in  the  Presto  area,  in  about 
1894,   They  came  from  Menan  to  Presto.   Margaret  was  one  year  old 
when  they  cameo   Margaret  tells  of  her  father  taking  a  team  and 
scraper  and  some  food  and  being  gone  for  many  days  working  on  the 
canals.   He  did  this  to  work  out  his  assessments  for  the  use  of 
the  canal  water,  which  he  used  to  irrigate  his  farm. 

Margaret  attended  school  for  a  little  while  in  a  little  white 
school  house  at  the  foot  of  Presto  bench — Lower  Presto.  All  eight 
grades  met  in  the  same  room.  Later,  she  attended  school  in  Firth. 
This  was  probably  after  Lower  Presto  was  dissolved. 

Margaret  tells  of  an  incident  that  occured  when  she  was 
a  child.   "In  my  early  childhood,  when  I  was  three  of  four  years 
old,  a  rider  came  to  our  home  bearing  a  message  that  the  Indians 
were  on  the  warpaths   Father  packed  us  all  in  the  wagon  and  we 
took  off  to  the  sand  hills.   I  can  remember  being  out  there  for 
three  or  four  days,  when  my  father  spotted  the  same  rider.   He 
went  out  to  meet  him  and  was  told  that  it  had  been  a  false  re- 
port.  We  had  really  enjoyed  hiding  from  the  Indians.   Many 
times  the  Indians  had  come  and  had  frightened  my  mother.   Father 
would  feed  them,  and  they  knew  he  was  their  friend." 

Margaret  married  Claude  Blackburn  in  1913.   They  had  six 
children:   Lucille  Blackburn  Cutler,  of  Blackfoot,  Idaho;  Leonel, 
who  died  in  1946;  Malvern,  of  Grant,  Idaho;  Marcie  Clark  of  Lima, 
Montana;  Ida  Bailey,  who  lives  in  Anaconda,  Montana;  William 
Orin  of  Puyallup,  Washington.   Claude  Blackburn  passed  away  in  1966. 
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Margaret  married  James  G,  Johnston  in  1969,   Mr.  Johnston  is  a 
retired  carpenter.   He  makes  cabinets  and  many  pretty  things  of 
wood.   Margaret  does  pretty  handiwork,.   She  has  worked  in  Relief 
Society  and  Sunday  School 

KAY  L.  KREMIN  AND  DEANNA  HIGH 

Kay  and  Deanna  Kremin  came  to  Basalt  in  1969.   Kay's  parents  are 
Edwin  L.  Elizabeth  Larsen.   Deanna's  parents  are  Alfred 
and  Elmira  Brower  High.   The  Kremins  came  from  Idaho  Falls  to 
Basalt,   Deanna  had  attended  school  in  South  Fremont  High  School. 
Kremins  bought  the  place  from  Clive  Grimmett.   It  originally 
was  owned  by  Leo  Sorenson.   Kay  spent  time  in  the  Air  Force  in 
1967.   Kay  works  with  the  builders.   He  is  a  roofer. 

The  Kremins  have  five  children:   Alan  K. ,  Donna  M.  ,  Kenneth 
A, ,  Michael  D„ ,  and  Elizabeth  M.   Deanna  is  an  enthusiastic 
worker  with  the  Cub  Scouts  in  the  Basalt  Ward. 

DANIEL  J.  NELSON  AND  JACQUELINE  GALLUP 

The  Nelsons  spent  some  time  in  Aberdeen,  Washington,  before 
coming  to  Basalt  in  1969,   They  were  raised  around  Shelley  and 
Firth. 

Daniel  is  the  son  of  Viggo  J,  Nelson  and  Elda  Hult.   He 
graduated  from  Shelley  High  School  and  Brigham  Young  University. 
Dan  writes  poems,  hunts,  and  fishes  as  a  hobby.   He  is  employed 
as  a  comptroller  for  Hartwell  Construction  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Jacqueline  is  the  daughter  of  Norma  Jean  Hanks  and  Lawrence 
W.  Gallup,   She  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Jackie  likes  to 
play  tennis,  and  do  art  work  and  sewing. 

The  Daniel  Nelsons  are  renting  Irene  Eaton  Gibb's  house  east 
of  Basalt,   Both  Dan  and  Jackie  are  actively  engaged  in  ward  activi- 
ties, 

Daniel  is  a  brother  of  Sharon,  the  wife  of  Guy  Robinson.   The 
Nelsons  have  two  children:   Daren  A.,  and  Tracy. 

Daniel  has  some  knowledge  of  masonry  and  rock  facing,  and 
donated  several  hours  on  the  marker  the  D3U.P,  built  in  1970. 

ARTHUR  SAXTON  AND  ALICE  ROBERTS 

The  Marie  Jensen  home,  built  in  1905,  in  Basalt  has  had  many 
families  within  its  walls.   This  old  rock  structure  is  still  as 
firm  and  sound  as  some  of  the  newer  homes.   Arthur  and  Alice 
bought  the  house  in  1964.   They  have  done  some  renovating  and 
remodeling. 

Arthur  was  raised  around  Rigby.   He  attended  high  school  in 
Portland,  Oregon.   He  is  the  son  of  Arthur  and  Kathryn  Osborne 
Sax ton. 

Alice  is  the  daughter  of  Millie  Porter  and  Isaac  Roberts  of 
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Ontario,  Wisconsin,  where  Alice  attended  high  school.   Alice 
has  been  active  in  Primary  in  the  Basalt  Ward, 

Arthur  served  in  World  War  II.  He  was  in  the  Tank  Division 
in  the  Pacific  area.  Arthur  is  employed  with  the  Arrington  Con- 
struction Company. 

The  Saxton's  nine  children  attend  school  in  Firth.  They  are: 

Robert,  who  is  married;  Richard,  who  is  in  the  Air  Force  as  a  T.V. 

technician;  Paul,  who  likes  to  write  poems,  David,  Mary,  Sally, 

Tom,  Jim,  and  Bruce.   The  whole  family  enjoys  collecting  and 
fishing. 

PAUL  FREEMAN  AND  HELEN  JOY  PARMER 

Paul  is  the  son  of  Lorin  and  Delores  Jensen  Freeman,  and 
was  born  in  Basalt.   He  attended  school  at  Basalt  and  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School.   Paul  raises  quarter  horses .   He  plans  to 
put  them  on  the  race  tracks,  both  cutter  and  flattrack. 

Paul  worked  on  the  railroad  and  has  worked  in  potato  ware- 
houses o   He  served  in  the  Armed  Forces  from  1950  to  1953.   Paul 
raises  some  oats  and  hay  for  his  horses.   He  does  some  plumbing 
and  building,  but  likes  to  operate  heavy  equipment.   He  is 
employed  as  foreman  of  the  rock  crusher  for  Ready-to-Pour  Concrete 
in  Idaho  Falls.   He  has  worked  on  construction  of  roads  for  four- 
teen years. 

In  1955,  Paul  married  Helen  Joy  Parmer  of  Menan.   Joy  attended 
Menan  Elementary  School  and  graduated  from  Rigby  High  School.   Joy 
works  for  R.  T.  French.   She  is  leadlady  in  fresh  pack. 

Paul  and  Joy  spent  three  years  of  their  married  life  in  Calif- 
ornia,  The  other  ten  years  have  been  spent  in  Basalt.   They  are 
living  in  the  house  Lorin  built  for  Delores.   She  has  a  mobile 
home  on  the  same  piece  of  property. 

Joy  and  Paul  have  six  children,  all  of  whom  participate  in 
their  father's  hobby  of  horses  and  rodeo.   Their  children  include 
Kathy,  who  takes  part  in  the  drill  team  at  Firth  High;  Teddy,  who 
rides  rodeo  and  has  sportsmanship  trophies  for  19  70,   He  plays 
basketball  and  the  drums;  Cherri ,  who  has  received  a  buckle  for 
ridings   She  was  rodeo  queen  attendant  for  two  years,  196  7  and  19  70. 
Debbie,  Paula,  and  Doug  each  have  a  number  of  belt  buckles.   They 
have  recieved  these  awards  in  rodeo  and  riding. 

LELAND  DATE  AND  MARY  SUGIHARA 

Leland  and  Mary  came  to  Riverview  soon  after  they  were  married 
in  1961 .   They  previously  lived  on  the  Justin  Anderson  place. 
Leland  attended  school  at  Shelley  and  Midway  High  Schools.   He 
is  a  Japanese-American  Citizen  and  served  in  the  U.S.  Army  as 
a  cook.   Mary  attended  school  at  Thomas  Jefferson  High  School  in 
Los  Angeles.   Leland  is  employed  by  Ready-to-Pour  Concrete  in 
Idaho  Falls,   After  the  Dates  came  to  Riverview,  they  bought  their 
home  from  Emil  and  Eva  Nelson.   It  is  the  Ivar  Holm  homestead. 
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Leland  raises  some  stock,  hay  and  grain.   He  and  Mary  belong 
to  the  American  Legion  and  the  Japanese-American  Citizens  Corp. 
They  have  one  son,  Kip, 

EMIL  L.  ROUNDY  AND  THORA  ESPLIN 

The  Roundys  came  from  Cedar  City,  Utah  to  Goshen,  then  to 
Basalt  in  1951.  They  bought  the  Chipman  place,  homesteaded  by 
Reuben  Jensen.   The  Roundys  bought  the  place  from  Mr.  Short. 

Emil  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  and  Sarah  Mossman  Roundy ,  who  were 
English  and  Swiss.   Emil  attended  schools  in  Cedar  City,  Utah.   He 
was  a  High  Councilman  of  Parawon  Stake.   He  was  also  a  Stake  Mission- 
ary there.   He  has  been  in  the  Sunday  School  Superintendency  both 
in  Cedar  City  and  Basalt.   Emil  does  carpentry  work  and  has  been 
a  farmer  most  of  his  life.   He  belonged  to  Challenge  and  The  Potato 
Growers . 

Thora  graduated  from  Cedar  City  High  School  and  recieved  her 
B.S.  degree  in  Elementary  Education  from  the  College  of  Southern 
Utah,   Thora  is  teaching  at  Shelley  Elementary .   Thora  was  Primary 
President  in  Basalt  for  six  years.   She  also  served  in  M.I. A., 
Sunday  School,  and  D.U.P,   Thora  and  Emil  built  a  new  home  in 
Shelley  where  they  presently  reside, 

Emil  and  Thora  were  ordinance  workers  in  the  Saint  George 
temple  for  eight  years.   The  Roundys  have  four  children:   Milan  E. , 
who  filled  a  mission  to  the  Western  States,  a  Stake  Mission,  and 
is  Ward  Clerk  in  Olympia,  Washington.   He  has  written  and  published 
a  pamphlet  on  Law  and  Patriotism.   He  has  a  B.S,  degree  from  Utah 
State  and  has  spent  time  in  the  service — some  of  it  af  Fort  Ord, 
California. 

Their  second  child,  Gerald  Dale, filled  a  mission  to  Chile, 
South  America.   While  in  the  Army,  he  served  in  Thailand  and  Ger- 
many,  He  worked  in  the  M.I. A.   He  married  Brenda  Jean  Williams, 
who  attended  BYU, 

The  Roundy 's  first  daughter,  Karilyn  was  Valedictorian  from 
Firth  High  School.   She  won  many  blue  ribbons  in  4-H.   She  was 
President  of  the  Relief  Society  in  the  College  Ward  in  Moscow, 
Idaho.   She  is  President  of  the  Young  Womens '  M.I. A,  in  Olympia 
Second  Ward  in  Washington.   Karilyn  is  an  Accountant  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  Olympia,  Washington,. 

Karilyn  married  Ross  Peterson,  son  of  Vita  and  William  Peter- 
son of  Basalt,   Ross  has  an  M.D,  in  Sociology.   He  has  been  in  the 
High  Council  in  Olympia.   Ross  is  serving  a  second  term  on  the 
Parole  Board  for  the  State  of  Washington.   Karilyn  and  Ross 
have  a  daughter  who  does  oil  paintings. 

George  Wendell  Roundy  married  Elva  Jane  Rob  and  lives  in  Cedar 
City,  Utah.   Wendell  graduated  from  Utah  State  University. 

A  remembered  experience:   "When  Wendell  was  about  fifteen  he 
was  hauling  hay  in  August.   To  be  cooler  he  had  the  barber  shave 
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his  head,   Wendell  was  compelled  to  wear  a  cap  to  school  so  the 
students  would  not  laugh  at  him.   His  mother  was  glad  when  his 
hair  grew  back/1 

SARAH  THORNTON  MORRIS 

Sarah  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Lawerence  Delos  Thornton  and 
Luella  Farnsworth,   The  Thorntons  and  the  Farnsworths  lived  in 
Basalt  and  Firth.   Franklin.  W.  Farnsworth  lived  in  the  rock  house 
now  owned  by  Amber  Glenn.   The  Thorntons  lived  south  of  Firth  near 
the  railroad  tracks.   The  Thorntons  worked  for  Duff  Quinn  in  1920. 
The  Thorntons  lived  in  a  little  L-shaped  shouse  east  of  Duff  Quinn's. 

Sarah  tells  the  following  story  of  her  experiences  in  Basalt. 
"Our  best  friends  were  the  Walter  Dye  family .   We  would  swim  in 
the  canals  in  summer  and  skate  on  them  in  the  winter.   We  would 
attend  the  only  movie  house  in  Firth  once  a  week  in  turns.   The 
one  attending  would  relate  and  act  out  the  performance  of  that 
show.   The  next  week  a  different  child  would  get  to  go.   The  two 
families  made  a  raft  and  would  float  it  on  a  pond.   The  youngsters 
learned  to  dive  from  this  raft.   The  children  made  exploration  trips 
to  the  river  bottom  to  find  all  kinds  of  wild  berries. 

One  day,  while  quarantined  with  small  pox,  we  heard  singing 
on  the  road.   It  was  the  Kimball  school  marching  on  foot,  spaced 
evenly,  carrying  the  American  Flag  and  singing  patriotic  songs. 
The  teachers  were  marching  along  with  the  students.   They  were 
heading  toward  the  Dye  school  to  play  a  baseball  game.   What  a 
day  to  be  shut  in  with  small  pox! 

School  was  easy  for  me.   One  day  I  attended  school  in  a 
pair  of  hand-me-down  high  heeled  shoes.   I  was  in  the  fourth 

grade.   The  kids  all  laughed  at  me,  but  I  didn't  have  any  other 
shoes . 

We  enjoyed  sliding  down  the  hill  behind  the  Firth  School  in 
the  winter.   The  kids  used  sleds  and  shoes  for  sliding.   One  of 
my  teachers  was  Miss  Frederickson,  who  married  a  Cederberg  boy 
across  the  Snake  River.   Her  name  was  Ebba.   The  teachers  (two 
women)  lived  in  the  little  two  roomed  frame  house  just  north  of 
the  school  house.   These  two  teachers  would  come  out  and  slide 
down  the  hill  with  us,   I  found  out  that  teachers  are  human,  too. 

A  little  Scandanavian  couple  (Weedings)  lived  northwest  of 
us.   They  had  a  large  herd  of  dairy  cows.   I  attempted  to  herd 
cows  for  them  for  a  time.   It  was  nice  to  earn  some  money.   This 
little  lady  would  take  me  into  the  house  and  give  me  chocolates 
from  a  box  of  candy  sent  to  her  by  her  daughter.   This  lady  made 
cured  cheese  which  they  would  hang  outside  on  the  north  side  of 
the  house  until  it  "aged".   The  cheese  didn't  look  very  appetizing, 
so  I  did  not  eat  it.   I  lost  my  job  herding  cows  the  day  I  goofed 
and  went  to  Primary  in  Basalt.   The  cows  were  off  to  parts  they 
should  not  have  been.   When  Primary  was  over  I  went  to  find  the 
cows.   The  could  not  be  found  until  the  next  morning.   That  is 
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when  I  lost  my  job  herding  cows. 

I  loved  to  go  visit  with  my  grandparents  in  Basalt.   My 
grandfather  was  a  good  hearted  person,  and  a  beautiful  builder. 
When  one  would  admire  the  house  he  built,  he  would  sell  it  and 
build  another.   He  built  homes  in  Milo,  Ririe,  Iona,  and  Idaho 
Falls.   Wallace  and  his  son  practically  built  the  business  houses 
in  Ririe.   Mr,  Farnsworth,  and  his  son  Wallace,  had  worked  to- 
gether there. 

Before  moving  to  Basalt  in  1917  or  1918,  the  Farnsworths 
moved  from  Iona  to  Idaho  Falls.   They  lived  in  a  two  story  brick 
house  on  Memorial  Drive.   I  remember  playing  in  the  Black  Can- 
yon of  the  Snake  River  before  the  forebay  was  filled  in.   The 
Bonneville  County  Courthouse  was  in  the  middle  of  the  street  then, 
right  in  front  of  my  grandparents  house.   Their  house  was  torn 
down  and  room  was  made  for  an  apartment  house.   The  Staker  Photo 
Shop  is  where  the  two  story  Farnsworth  barn  stood.   In  this  build- 
ing was  kept  a  swift  team  of  black  horses  and  a  two-seated  buggy. 
The  buggy  must  have  been  kept  on  a  floor  above  the  horse  stalls. 
Grandpa  Farnsworth  still  had  the  buggy  in  1927, 

Grandmother  Farnsworth  boarded  school  teachers  and  county 
patients.   After  she  moved  to  Basalt  she  continued  boarding 
teachers  and  patients. 

Grandfather  was  becoming  paralyzed  in  the  fall  before  his 
death  and  was  worried  about  his  large  truck  garden  of  vegetables 
and  berries.   In  his  delirious  condition  he  was  always  asking 
when  we  were  going  to  get  those  carrots  harvested  and  in  the 
cellar.   I  stayed  with  Grandmother  many  times  while  grandfather 
was  bedfast.   She  and  I  would  sit  and  embroider  pillow  cases. 
I  often  walked  to  Firth  to  do  shopping  to  get  away  from  the 
confinement  and  to  get  articles  we  could  not  buy  in  Basalt. 
Just  before  his  death  I  witnessed  a  faith  promoting  experience. 
Grandfather  had  been  completely  paralyzed  and  for  two  weeks 
had  been  unable  to  swallow  food  or  water,   The  day  he  died  he 
sat  upright  in  bed  and  called  for  grandmother,  who  was  in  the 
kitchen  at  the  moment.   As  she  reached  him  he  put  both  arms 
around  her  neck  and  gave  her  a  big  hug,  smiled,  and  then  fell 
back  and  died  with  a  happy  smile  on  his  face. 

My  grandmother,  Anna,  was  a  midwife.   Many  times  she  would 

be  gone  for  ten  days  at  a  time  taking  care  of  a  confinement 

case.   She  practiced  more  around  Milo  and  Ririe  than  Firth  or 
Basalt. 

After  Grandfather  died,  Grandmother  went  to  Yakima,  Washing- 
ton to  live  with  her  daughters,  Gladys  Yockim  and  Fontella  Benham,' 

Sarah  Rebecca  Thornton  married  Melvin  E.  Morris  of  Woodville, 
Idaho.   He  was  the  son  of  Eb  William  and  Elizabeth  Risenmay 
Morris.   Sarah  had  lived  with  her  parents  and  grandparents  in 
Firth  and  Basalt,   She  attended  the  churches  and  schools  in  both 
places.   Sarah  and  Melvin  presently  live  north  of  Shelley. 
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NELSON  ARAVE 

One  of  the  first  men  who  bought  land  in  the  new  town  site  was 
Nelson  Arave.   To  tell  about  Nelson  will  be  to  go  back  in  history 
to  the  part  his  father  played  in  early  history.   Nelson's  grand- 
father was  Leondis  Clark  who  lived  in  Nauvoo  and  knew  the  prophet, 
Joseph  Smith . 

When  the  Saints  were  expelled  from  Nauvoo,  Leondis  swam 
the  Mississippi  River  with  an  eighty  pound  blacksmith's  anvil 
on  his  back.   This  anvil  may  have  been  the  one  the  Araves  used  in 
blacksmi thing.   They  were  among  the  first  blacksmiths  in  the 
valley. 

Nelson  was  blessed  by  the  prophet  in  1844.   He  was  left  an 
orphan  when  he  was  four  years  old.   His  father  and  grandfather  had 
drowned  in  the  Saint  Lawerence  River  while  rafting.   Nelson  was 
given  to  a  family  named  Sampson,  who  lived  in  the  same  town  as 
the  Prophet.   Nelson  sat  on  the  prophet's  knee. 

Nelson  crossed  the  plains  with  his  other  grandparents,  the 
Wadsworths ,  with  the  Abraham  Day  Company  in  1852.   Abiah  Wads- 
worth  settled  in  Utah,  where  they  built  washing  machines  and  hay- 
balers,  often  travelling  thirty  to  forty  miles  to  work. 

The  Wadsworths  had  orchards  and  all  kinds  of  fruit.   The 
Indians  were  very  trecherous  in  their  community.   Brigham  Young 
had  told  the  settlers  not  to  hurt  the  Indians.   A  false  rumor 
got  to  the  Indians  that  the  whites  were  going  to  kill  all  of  them. 
Nelson  was  caught  by  the  Indians  and  tied  to  a  tree  where  he  was 
whipped  until  he  bled.   Nelson  finally  persuaded  the  chief  to  go 
to  Salt  Lake  to  find  out  that  the  rumor  was  untrue.   The  chief 
rode  his  horse  the  forty  miles  to  Salt  Lake  and  back,  Nelson 
walked.   After  the  chief  found  from  Brigham  Young,  that  the  rumor 
was  false,  Nelson  and  the  chief  were  the  best  of  friends. 

Nelson  served  six  months  in  the  penitentiary  in  1888  because 
he  was  a  polygamist.   In  1893,  Nelson  moved  his  second  family  to 
Taylor,  Idaho  where  he  owned  some  land.   He  later  sold  it  to  his 
brother,  Eli.   Nelson  operated  a  sawmill  on  Sand  Creek  for  many 
years . 

In  1900  he  moved  to  Basalt  where  he  remained  the  rest  of  his 
lifec   He  built  the  little  house  where  Heber  Landon  lived.   The 
little  white  house  still  stands.   Nelson  was  a  builder  of  bridges 
and  buildings.   He  spent  the  remaining  years  of  his  life  building 
in  Basalt c   He  was  building  on  Saturday  and  died  on  the  next  Sunday, 
July  8,  1906. 

ROBERT  F.  WETHERBEE  AND  LUELLA  POPE 

The  Wetherbees  came  from  Blackfoot.  They  bought  forty  acres 
of  the  Jolley  homestead  in  1963.  The  Wetherbees  have  some  horses 
and  cattle  and  appreciate  more  space. 

Mrs.  Wetherbee  is  a  secretary  of  the  Medical  Records  Department 
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in  the  Bingham  Memorial  Hospital  in  Blacktoot.   Mr.  Wetherbee 
is  an  electrician  and  is  employed  in  Idaho  Falls. 

The  Wetherbees  have  three  children.:   Timothy  and  Cherrie,  who 
are  in  high  school,  and  Robert,  who  is  in  elementary  school. 

GAIL  WOOLSTENHULME  AND  MARLENE  CALDERWOOD 

Marlene  and  Gail  came  from  Rexburg  in  1965.   Gail  is  employed 
by  Grant  Kohler  Builders  in  Firth.   Many  of  the  houses  are  built  and 
then  moved  to  a  permanent  location.   Others  are  built  on  stationary 
foundations . 

The  seven  Woolstenhulme  children  attend  Firth  Schools,  ex- 
cept Sandra,  who  is  attending  Ricks.   The  children  are:   Sandra, 
Darrell,  Denean,  Lana,  Sheila,  Leatha  (deceased)  and  Wade. 

Gail  served  in  the  army. 
ROBERT  L.  AND  PAULINE  GERVAIS 

The  Gervaises  are  of  French  descent.   They  came  from  Maine 
in  1968.   The  Gervais  family  live  east  of  John  Meek  on  the  Elwood 
Clayson  place. 

Robert  attended  trade  school  in  Chicago,   He  served  Uncle 
Sam  in  the  Korean  War.   Robert  works  for  Ready-to-Pour  Concrete 
Company  in  Idaho  Falls.   Mrs.  Gervais  is  a  secretary  for  I.B.&  T. 
company  in  Blackfoot.   She  commutes  to  and  from  work. 

The  Gervais  family  enjoy  gardening,  hunting,  and  fishing. 
The  two  children  are:   Michelle,  who  has  had  four  years  of  4-H  in 
horsemanship;  and  Anthony  is  a  freshman  in  Firth  High  School. 

JERRY  B.  HOWELL  AND  CAROLYN  SHERRICK 

Jerry  was  born  in  Basalt  to  Louis  and  Thelma  Howell.   They 
moved  to  Shelley  in  1944.   Jerry  bought  land  from  Leona  Clements 
in  1969.   John  Quinn  built  the  place.   John  had  a  large  truck 
garden .   Several  different  families  had  owned  the  place  before  the 
Howells  bought  it. 

Howells  have  a  modern,  spacious  house  and  a  roomy  horse 
pasture  and  garden  plot.   Carolyn's  parents  were  originally  from 
Holland.   They  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Koster,   Jerry's  ances- 
tors, the  Howells  and  the  Jorgensens,  were  former  residents  of 
Basalt. 

Jerry  is  employed  by  Wilcox  Construction  Company  of  Idaho 
Falls.   He  spends  many  of  his  summers  away  with  the  company. 

The  Howells  love  snowmobiling  and  horses.   They  belong  to 
the  L.D.S.  Church.   Jerry  and  Carolyn  have  four  children:   Kevin  J., 
Katherine  C. ,  Wendy  K. ,  and  Kimberlee. 

One  day  Jerry  and  his  brother  Boyd  were  swimming  in  a  ditch 
in  Basalt.   Jerry  cut  his  foot  badly  on  a  piece  of  glass.   Boyd 
hurried  home  for  help.   After  he  had  left,  Jerry  started  crawling 
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home.      Lummy   Frandsen   lived  near   and  saw   that    the  boy  needed  help. 
She   took  Jerry   into  her  house   and   contacted  his   mother.      Then 
Lummy   took  both    the  mother   and  Jerry    to   the   doctor.      Jerry's    dad 
was  working   away   from  home,    so   they  had  no   car   of   their   own. 

IVAN  MATTHEWS  AND  REVA  SPARKS 

Until  last  year  the  Matthews  had  lived  northeast  of  Basalt 
on  the  Leon  Duce  place.   They  bought  the  place  in  1966.   In  1971 
the  Matthews  sold  the  little  farm  and  bought  the  old  Barber  Dye 
farm  southeast  of  Firth.   They  have  eighty  acres  and  plenty  of 
space  for  horses  and  livestock.   Reva  worked  in  M.I. A,  in 
Basalt. 

Ivan  and  his  two  sons,  Darwin  and  Gene,  are  in  the  plumbing 
business  together.   Reva  does  the  book  work.   It  is  called  Matthews 
Plumbing  and  Heating. 

The  four  Matthews  children  are  married.   Gene  lives  in  Wood- 
ville.   Darwin  lives  in  Jameston.   Lana  lives  in  California. 
Gayle  lives  in  Shelley.   Gene  was  in  the  army  in  Germany. 

In  1946  Ivan  was  deer  hunting  and  was  shot  in  the  legs.   The 
party  was  in  the  mountains.   His  buddies  made  a  stretcher  of  coats 
and  carried  Ivan  out  of  the  high  mountains.   The  doctor  met  him 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill.   He  was  flown  to  the  Idaho  Falls  hospi- 
tal.  This  accident  almost  took  his  life.   Ivan  laid  on  his  back 
for  nine  months.   One  leg  is  now  shorter  than  the  other. 

GEORGE  HJELM  AND  VERA  CARTER 

If  children  are  cheaper  by  the  dozen,  the  Hjelms  are  wealthy. 
They  have  a  dozen  and  one!   The  older  children  were  good  baby- 
sitters for  the  younger  ones. 

George  was  born  and  raised  at  Riverview  and  attended  Firth 
Schools.   Vera  was  born  and  raised  around  Ammon. 

In  1926  George  and  Vera  were  starting  a  home  of  their  own. 
They  bought  land  from  Mr.  Hargburg,  where  Wayne  Humphries  lived. 
The  Hjelms  did  general  farming  and  raised  potatoes,  hay,  and  grain. 

George  does  carpentry  work  and  is  employed  by  a  construction 
company.   Vera  works  for  R.  T.  French  in  Shelley.   The  Hjelms 
sold  out  to  the  Humphries  and  moved  to  Washington.   They  returned 
after  several  years  and  bought  a  home  in  Shelley. 

The  Hjelm  children  are:   Beverly  (deceased);  Donna  Jones,  Shelley; 
Rosa  McKelley,  Shelley;  Lois  Refriem,  Renton,  Washington;  George  Jr., 
Washington;  Lonny ,  Washington;  Clarence,  an  operating  engineer  in 
Blackfoot;  Carter,  a  trucker  in  Pocatello;  Terry,  Washington;  Mary 
Gotch,  Shelley;  Hope  Lovell,  Texas;  Kathy ,  who  lives  at  home  and 
works  for  Tempo  Store  in  Idaho  Falls;  Bradley,  who  is  at  home  in 
Shelley. 


231 


VERDELL  PRESTWICH  AND  MONA  BROWN 

Both  of  these  young  people  attended  Firth  Schools  and  were 
graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Mona  is  the  daughter  of  Austin 
and  Elida  Brown  of  Basalt.   Verdell  is  the  son  of  Ernest  and 
Florence  Lee  Prestwich  of  Kimball.   Verdell  spent  the  required 
time  in  the  Air  Force.   Mona  had  several  classes  in  Future  Home- 
making  in  high  school, 

Verdell  and  Mona  lived  in  a  trailer  house  when  they  were  first 
married.   They  lived  in  her  Grandmother  Berg's  home  for  about  a 
year  while  they  built  their  new  home  in  Basalt.   Austin  sold  them 
the  ground  for  a  building  place  and  yards.   In  1964  the  Prestwich 
family  moved  into  their  modern  new  home. 

Mona  has  a  Beauty  Shop  in  her  basement.   She  is  a  graduate 
from  Vogue  Beauty  Shop  in  Idaho  Falls.   Verdell  is  employed  at 
Horlan's  Wholesale  Plumbing  and  Hardware  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  is 
very  active  in  ward  duties.   He  is  Finance  Clerk  of  the  Basalt 
Bishopric.   He  is  in  the  Elders  Quorum  Presidency,  and  is  a  Home 
Teacher. 

Mona  has  been  in  the  Primary,  Sports  Director  in  M.I. A.,  and 
a  Counselor  in  M.I. A,   Mona  and  Verdell  have  four  children:   Brett 
R.  ,  Shuryce,  Bart  V,,  and  Glade. 

MERLIN  JOLLEY  AND  MARILYN  ESPLIN 

Merlin  was  raised  in  Kimball,  the  son  of  Lila  Callister  and 
Dwayne  Jolley.   He  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  Ricks 
College.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  the  Central  States. 

Marilyn  is  the  daughter  of  Violet  Mitchell  and  Marion  Esplin. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  attended  Ricks  College. 

In  1956  the  Jolleys  moved  to  the  Arnold  Backlund  Place  while 
Merlin  was  managing  Bestway  Lumber  Company  in  Firth.   He  worked  at 
this  position  for  thirteen  years.   Merlin  and  his  brother  Dion  are 
partners  in  the  Jolley  Builders  in  Shelley. 

In  1964  Merlin  and  Marilyn  bought  Grandma  Jolley' s  home  on 
Franklin  Street  in  Firth.  Later,  they  bought  lots  south  of  the 
Firth  Chapel  and  built  a  beautiful,  modern  home.  Their  home  is 
part  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth  homestead. 

Merlin  was  on  the  Firth  School  Board  for  six  years.   He  was 
the  Chairman  in  19  71.   He  was  Town  Mayor  from  1962-1964.   He  has 
held  many  other  responsible  positions.   At  present,  he  is  a  Stake 
Missionary. 

The  Jolleys  have  had  an  Indian  boy  in  their  home  for  two  years 
He  is  ten  years  old.  The  Jolley  children  are:  Janet,  Kirk,  Susan, 
and  the  Indian  boy — Max. 

DION  AND  KATHRYN  COOK  JOLLEY 

Dion  and  Merlin  were  raised  in  a  large  family  of  ten  children 

232 


and  they  learned  from  a  noble  mother  how  to  share  and  work  together. 

They  attended  elementary  school  in  Kimball.   Dion  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School.   He  filled  a  mission  to  New  Zealand  for 
the  L.D.S.  Church  from  1963-1965.   Dion  attended  B.Y.U.  for  three 
years.   He  and  his  brother,  Merlin,  are  partners  in  Jolley  Builders 
and  Supply  Company  of  Shelley,  Idaho.   These  boys  are  a  good  image 
of  what  family  brotherhood  should  be. 

Dion  married  Kathryn  Cook,  the  talented  daughter  of  Darrel  and 
Afton  C.  Cook  of  Goshen.   Dion  and  Kathryn  rent  the  old  Gannon  place, 
part  of  the  Reid's  homestead.   They  have  lived  there  for  two  years. 
The  family  attends  church  in  Goshen.   Dion  and  Kathryn  have  four 
children:   Eric,  Juliette,  Richard,  and  Heather. 

LELAND  LOTT  AND  IDA  WILSON 

Dick,  as  he  is  nicknamed,  attended  elementary  school  in 
Washington.   He  attended  Midway  High  School  in  Menan.   Dick's 
parents  are  Hyrum  F.  and  Glendora  Duff in  Lott.   Dick  was  in  the 
marines  in  World  War  II. 

Ida  graduated  from  Rigby  High  School,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
J.  Bruce  and  Elsie  Barney  Wilson. 

In  1958,  the  Lotts  came  to  Firth  and  built  a  small  house  on 
the  old  Duff  Quinn  place.   Lotts  lived  in  the  small  place  for  ten 
years  while  they  were  building  the  new  modern  home  that  now  adorns 
the  corner.   The  place  is  very  attractive  and  demands  the  attention 
of  motorists  and  passers-by.   The  home  was  finished  in  1969.   The 
Lotts  bought  twenty  acres  through  the  Hillman  Realty  Company. 

Mrs.  Lott  has  her  mother,  Lucille  Wilson  with  her;  and,  a  friend 
Keith  Harding,  who  is  employed  at  Idaho  Supreme.   Mrs.  Lott  has 
boarders.   Mr.  Lott  works  for  Hunter  and  Saucerman  and  is  away  from 
home  much  of  the  time. 

Valerie  is  an  only  child.   She  recieved  a  state  degree  in 
F.H.A.  and  earned  a  trip  to  the  National  Convention  in  Chicago. 
She  is  a  graduate  from  the  school  of  Cosmotology.   Valerie  does 
art  work. 

BILL  ELLSWORTH  AND  BEVERLY  WHITMORE 

Bill  was  raised  in  Basalt  and  attended  school  in  Basalt  and 
Firth.   He  is  the  son  of  Gene  Ellsworth.   He  married  Beverly  Whit- 
more  and  they  have  three  children:   Bob,  Gay,  and  Tony.   The  children 
all  attend  Firth  Elementary  School. 

Bill  is  employed  with  Ready-to-Pour  Concrete  Company  of  Idaho 
Falls,  and  is  a  resident  of  Firth. 
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BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUCTION 
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PETER  CHRIS TENS EN  FAMILY 


RECREATION  -  TARGHEE 
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SCHOOLS  AND  PERSONNEL 


There  have  been  schools  in  America  since  the  first  English 
Colonist  came  three  hundred  years  ago.   The  early  schools  were 
very  simple,  usually  one  room.   The  students  were  in  one  room  log 
or  frame  buildings,  and  were  taught  by  one  teacher.   One  age  group 
was  taught  or  lessons  recited,  while  others  studied.   The  teachers 
time  was  limited.   He  or  she  had  to  be  janitor,  nurse,  counselor, 
athlete,  condoler,  and  educator. 

As  cities  grew,  schools  of  a  more  modern  kind  began  to  be 
built.   For  over  a  hundred  years,  there  have  been  schools  in  which 
each  grade  could  have  its  own  classroom  and  its  own  teacher. 

When  Idaho  became  a  state,  the  law  said  everyone  under  the  age 
of  sixteen  must  attend  grammar  school.   Bigger  changes  came  to 
schools  in  the  1920' s.   With  the  arrival  of  the  motor  age,  the  roads 
were  improved,  and  bussing  enabled  the  children  to  be  transported  to 
and  from  well  kept  and  well  equipped  school  buildings. 

In  1900  the  townsite  of  Basalt  was  covered  with  sagebrush. 
The  children  of  the  early  settlers  attended  several,  little  one 
room  schools.   One  of  the  first  was  one  quarter  mile  north  of  the 
old  Inglestrom  home,  which  was  east  of  the  tracks  in  Pearl  Christ- 
ensen's  field.   Ellen  Inglestrom  Lyon  relates  going  there  to  school 
in  1886.  Mr.  A.  M.  Caps  was  her  teacher.   This  building  was  torn 
down  when  the  government  canal  was  built. 

Between  1900  and  1906,  a  one  room,  yellow,  frame  school  was 
built.   It  was  located  north  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   Cleminta 
Church  Esplin  taught  there  in  1903.   Katherine  Burns  taught  there 
from  1904  to  1905.   Daphne,  Marcellus,  and  Isaac  Webb,  along  with 
many  others,  attended  this  school.   This  building  was  torn  down 
and  moved  into  New  Basalt  in  1905.   It  formed  part  of  the  Alvin 
Criddle  home. 
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Basalt  became  a  village  August  26,  1906.   The  lots  in  the  town- 
site  were  sold  for  $20.50  each.   Another  school  house  was  built. 
The  records  were  burned,  so  the  exact  date  of  erection  is  not  known. 
The  basement  of  the  old  hall  was  started  in  1902,  and  finished  in 
1904.   The  lots  for  this  hall  were  purchased  from  Stephen  Love. 
The  school  must  have  been  started  approximately  the  same  time. 
Records  show  that  Anton  Pedersen  from  Iona  taught  school  in  Basalt, 
in  1906,  in  the  new  building. 

The  following  is  from  the  Commissioner's  Record,  dated  July  19, 
1902:   "Commencing  at  N.E,  corner  of  Sec.  10  T.P.I.  SR-37,  east 
thence  west  to  the  Snake  River,  thence  down  the  Snake  River  to  So. 
line  of  Sec.  12.  T.P.,  2  S„R.-35  east,  then  east,  two  miles  north, 
thence  east  one  mile,  thence  north  one  mile  to  place  of  beginning." 

The  present  Basalt  became  a  precinct  July  19,  1902.   This  meet- 
ing was  held  in  "Love's  Hall",  just  north  and  west  of  Tena  Berg's 
home.   The  next  election  was  held  July  19,  1904,  in  the  meeting 
house  which  was  finished  in  1904. 

Another  notation  from  the  Commissioner's  Record,  page  93, 
July  8,  1885:   "Ordered  that  the  old  School  District  #59  be  rein- 
stated with  boundaries  as  follows:   'Beginning  at  the  point  where 
Section  line  leaves  the  west  bank  of  the  Snake  River  on  west  side 
of  Sec.  27-T.P.2-S.R.-35  E  Boise  meridian,  thence  on  to  S.E.  corner 
of  Sec.  16,  thence  east  to  N.E.  corner  of  said  T.P.,  thence  south 
to  the  Snake  River,  down  west  bank  of  Snake  River  to  place  of 
beginning. nl 

The  earliest  record  found  concerning  the  Village  Board  indica- 
ted that  Charles  Criddle  was  Chairman  of  the  Basalt  Village  Board 
in  April,  1907. 

The  new  and  inexpensive  lots  to  be  purchased  brought  an  in- 
flux of  residents  to  Basalt. 

Plans  for  a  bridge  across  the  Snake  River  were  found  in  the 
Commissioner's  Record,  page  187,  February  26,  1906. 2 

Before  this  bridge  was  built,  the  students  on  the  west  side 
attended  school  at  Lava  Side  District  #44.   Later,  Riverview  School 
was  built.   Before  that  time,  school  was  held  in  the  old  Swedish 
Baptist  Church  on  the  Burtenshaw  farm.   The  Riverview  School  that 
was  built  in  1910  burned  down.   It  was  later  replaced  with  a  two 
story,  two  room  building  of  brick  that  was  dismantled  in  1969. 

The  second  school  house  in  Basalt  was  built  of  brick.   It  was 
two  stories  high  with  two  rooms  in  the  basement  and  two  rooms  up- 
stairs.  School  was  held  in  the  basement  for  some  time. 

A  Finance  Committee  was  formed  in  the  village.  The  district 

was  bonded  to  help  obtain  money  to  build  the  school  house.   Abe 

Jenkins  was  the  contractor  who  built  the  building.  Lorin  Davis 
was  killed  while  working  on  the  school  house. 
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The  students  did  not  have  hot  lunches.   Their  lunches  were 
packed  in  lard  pails  and  consisted  of  pork  or  cheese  sandwiches 
made  of  homemade  bread,  sometimes  new  and  soggy  from  being  shut 
in  a  bucket  for  hours  with  just  a  hole  in  the  lid  for  air.   A 
cookie  and  an  apple  were  sometimes  included,  if  their  parents 
were  prosperous.   Those  who  lived  near  the  school  house  would 
dash  home  and  grab  a  bite  for  their  lunch.   The  pail  lunches  were 
eaten  by  uncomplaining  children.   Each  student  was  required  to 
sit  in  his  own  desk  and  eat.   They  were  to  leave  their  desks 
clean  and  tidy  after  they  had  eaten  their  lunch.   An  untidy  desk 
was  a  mark  against  the  student  in  his  deportment. 

In  these  first  schools,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  let  the  child- 
ren break  icicles  in  the  winter  time  for  water,  or  melt  some  snow 
instead  of  venturing  to  the  river  to  break  the  ice  to  get  water. 

The  new  front  of  the  Basalt  School  that  was  built  on  was  very 
modern.   The  school  burned  down  in  1958.   All  records  were  burned. 

Anton  Pedersen  of  Iona  was  Principal  of  the  Basalt  School  in 
1905.  This  date  was  found  on  the  fly  leaf  of  the  history  book  he 
used.  The  book  was  titled,  "History  of  the  United  States",  writ- 
ten by  W.  C.  Doub. 

Anton  taught  the  eighth  grade  from  1905  to  1907.   Anton  work- 
ed on  the  building  after  the  school  year  had  started.   The  build- 
ing was  a  two  story  brick  building  with  a  basement  which  stored 
the  furnace.   Water  was  carried  from  Berg's  well  to  the  school 
building  until  1941. 

Anton's  stepson,  Arnold  Prestgard  attended  the  school.   His 
classmates  were  Ada  Dye,  Mary  Sorensen,  Oscar  Sorensen,  Cora  Bel- 
nap,  Johnnie  Quinn,  some  of  the  McCurdy  boys,  the  Dye  children, 
and  the  Jensen  children. 

Wilma  Miles  said,  "Being  a  first  grader  in  the  year  1924 
made  the  school  seem  like  a  huge  castle,  and  my  teacher,  Mrs.  Wal- 
ler, a  princess.   It  was  such  a  large  school  house  for  such  a  small 
community.   Hardship,  death,  and  I  am  sure,  much  sacrifice  had  been 
put  forth  by  the  early  settlers  to  make  it  such."3 

When  the  Basalt  School  House  burned  down  in  1958,  all  records 
and  books  were  destroyed.   The  only  source  of  information  concerning 
school  personnel  has  been  collected  from  people  who  have  searched 
their  memory,  and  from  personal  histories  that  were  recorded. 

The  following  list  of  school  janitors  is  as  complete  as  possible, 
It  is  believed  that  the  following  list  of  people  did  work  at  the  Ba- 
salt School  between  the  years  1906  to  1958: 

Robert  Quinn  -  Janitor,  Basalt  School,  1906-1940. 
Franklin  W.  Farnsworth,  Janitor,  1917-1930. 
Jane  Johnson  -  Several  years  of  service. 
Tena  Berg  -  Several  years  of  service. 
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Vern  Ockerman 

William  Messick  -  Ten  years  of  service.   Janitor  of  the  L.D.S. 
Church  during  the  same  time. 

Lor in  Freeman 

Willis  Howell  -  Service  from  approximately  1956  to  1958.   Was  cus- 
todian of  the  new  school  in  Firth  for  a  short  time. 

John  Morris  -  1941. 

Ronald  Whiting  -  1957-1958.   Custodian  at  the  time  the  school 
house  burned  in  1958. 

Bert  McCurdy  -  Helped  in  the  Lunch  Room  of  the  new  school.   Also 
helped  in  the  Basalt  School. 

WILLIS  F„  HOWELL 

Willis  Is  the  son  of  William  Preston  Howell  and  Susanne  H. 
Porter.   His  parents  were  of  English  and  Welsch  descent.   They  came 
to  Basalt  from  Ashton  in  1917.   They  settled  in  Ashton  in  1907. 
Willis'  brothers  and  sisters  are:   Leah,  Louis,  Ross,  Ray,  Alfonzo 
and  Jesse.   The  Howells  bought  Otto  Jorgensen's  home  in  Basalt. 
Willis  attended  Basalt  Elementary  and  Firth  High  School.   He  went  to 
business  college  in  Idaho  Falls.   Willis  enjoyed  playing  baseball. 
He  liked  to  fish.   He  drove  the  school  wagon,  and  was  custodian  of 
the  Basalt  School  for  two  years.   Willis  worked  on  the  railroad.   He 
and  Floyd  Frandsen  won  a  speech  contest  while  in  school.   Willis 
married  Lillian  Hiatt.   They  had  four  children:   Leah,  Joyce,  Gary 
W.  ,  and  Deanna.   Willis  and  Lillian  were  divorced  while  he  was  in 
the  service.   He  raised  the  children.   Willis  filled  a  mission  to 
Florida  from  1961  to  1963. 

In  1965  he  married  Laura  Anderson  from  Seaside,  Oregon.   She 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ole  Anderson.   Laura  filled  a  Dis- 
trict Mission  in  Oregon.   She  was  a  reporter-correspondent  for  the 
Seaside  News,  and  Custodian  of  the  L.D.S.  Chapel  in  Seaside.   She 
lived  with  a  sister  Clara,   Willis  and  Laura  lived  in  Idaho  Falls 
for  a  few  months,  then  moved  to  the  west  coast.   While  living  in 
Seaside,  Willis  was  Branch  President.   Laura  worked  in  the  Relief 
Society  and  Sunday  School.   Willis  was  custodian  of  the  Seaside 
High  School e   Willis  and  Laura  are  buying  a  home  in  Seaside.   Willis 
served  as  Branch  President  until  June,  1971. 


BASALT  SCHOOL  BEFORE  1958 

From  the  fragments  of  information  gathered  from  old  timers  and 
some  of  the  first  school  teachers,  it  appears  that  Basalt  School 
was  used  in  1904  before  its  completion.   Several  people  have  re- 
lated this  in  their  histories  of  attending  school  in  the  basement 
rooms . 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  those  who  served  as  Princi- 
pals from  1904-1958: 


237 


1904-1907  -  Anton  Pedersen  from  Iona,  Idaho 

1907-1911  -  Israel  Porter  from  Basalt.   Israel  taught  some  of  these 

years  in  Iona 
1911-1920  -  Nora  0' Brian  and  Miss  Don  Carlos 
1920-1930  -  R.  E.  Waller 
1930-1936  -  H.  Hawkes 

1936-1939  -  Andrew  H.  Johnson,  who  was  raised  in  Basalt. 
1939-1941  -  William  Bartlett 
1941-1958  -  Harding  Gibbs,  who  made  his  home  in  Basalt  and  is 

retired. 
1945-1948  -  T.  K.  Bailey  substituted  for  Harding  Gibbs  three  years. 


BASALT  TEACHERS 

1902-1903  -  Miss  Catherine  Burns 

1903-1904  -  Miss  Cleminta  Church;  married  Marion  Esplin;  taught  at 

Monroe  School,  often  called  Cemetery  School.   The  school  was 

located  just  north  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery. 

Ethel  Bybee;  married  Charles  Criddle,  Jr.;  moved  to  Pocatello. 

Gladys  Nilson;  married  Wayne  Esplin;  made  her  home  in  Basalt 

and  Shelley;  graduated  from  college  after  thirty-five  years. 

Verna  Johnson;  married  George  Larsen;  lives  in  Aberdeen. 

Gordon  Lowe 

Olive  Porter;  sister  of  Israel  Porter;  married  Joseph  Crofts. 
1912-Laura  Gaumer 
1912-Ethel  Officer 

Myrtle  Nelson;  boarded  with  Farnsworths. 

Anson  Mock 

Blanch  Benedict 

Miss  Don  Carlos;  principal. 

Mae  Lowe 

Dorothy  Esplin;  daughter  of  Marion  Esplin;  married  Mr.  Christensen, 

John  Miles;  possibly  the  only  man  in  this  area  who  graduated 

from  Eton  College  in  England.   He  received  a  life  certificate 

from  Albion  Normal,  where  he  attended  one  year. 

Beryl  Felt;  from  Groveland;  married  Carl  Esplin;  they  live  in 

Arizona. 

Verba  Jensen 

Eldred  Lee 

Lloyd  Frandsen;  married  Lummy  Speas;  he  still  teaches  in  Firth. 

Ruby  Neilsen;  lives  in  Shelley. 
1920-1930  -  Gladys  Snell 

Ruby  Nelson 

Miss  Fielding 

Mr.  Davis 

Mr.  Evans 

Mr.  McCoy 

Mr.  Sedgewick 

Mary  Bailey 

Dora  Bond 

Dorothy  Clapp  Robinson;  the  writer. 
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1924-1925  -  Audry  Thomas  from  Bloomington,  Idaho. 

Ruby  Dawson  from  Baker,  Idaho. 

Rayola  Godfrey  from  Idaho  Falls. 

Dora  Holland 

Mr.  Barlow;  taught  later  in  Pocatello. 

Mildred  Hansen 

Ruby  Herbert 

Erma  Hunter 
1933-1935  -  Miss  Mary  Cobbley;  married  Mr.  Walker  and  they  live 

in  Blackfoot. 

Miss  Althes  Roush;  married  a  brother  to  Mary's  husband. 
1939-1941  -  Mr.  William  Bartlett;  later  became  County  Superintendent. 
1936-1939  -  Andrew  H.  Johnson;  also  became  County  Superintendent 

and  Chairman  of  the  Idaho  Education  Association. 
1934-1936  -  Miss  Vallies;  taught  Forrest  Stringham  in  the  first 

grade. 

H.  Hawkes;  principal  in  Basalt. 

Mrs.  Irene  Poison;  taught  third  grade  in  Basalt. 

Miss  Wright. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  list  most  of  the  teachers  who 
taught  in  Basalt.   Please  remember  that  this  list  is  not  complete. 

1904-1907  -  Anton  Pedersen;  was  from  Iona  and  taught  history  in 

Basalt. 
1907-1911  -  Israel  Porter;  principal  for  several  years;  lives  in 

Basalt. 
1913-Miss  O'Brian;  taught  night  classes  for  high  school  credit. 
1913-1914  -  Miss  Zimmerman;  married  Doyle  Jensen. 

Miss  Nora  O'Brian 

Miss  Shelman;  taught  high  school  classes. 
1920-1930  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Waller;  lived  here  about  ten  years. 

After  Mr.  Waller  died,  she  married  Mr.  McCorkle  and  they  live 

in  Idaho  Falls. 
1924-1926  -  James  Godfrey;  taught  sixth  and  seventh  grades. 
1924-1925  -  Miss  Faye  Valentine;  now  Mrs.  Wilson  of  Nampa,  Idaho. 
1924-1970  -  Miss  Vida  Criddle;  married  Othello  Christensen;  lives 

in  Goshen;  taught  twenty-one  years. 
1924-Verda  Swenson;  married  William  Martineau  of  Ammon. 
1925-Mr,  Marion  Hacking;  from  Archer;  a  brother  to  Florence  Hacking 

Dye. 
1942-Miss  Vatia  Jones;  home  in  Blackfoot. 
1941-1971  -  Harding  Gibbs;  taught  thirty  years;  retired  in  1971; 

lives  in  Basalt, 
1941-Mr.  Fait;  drafted  into  the  army;  replaced  by  Irene  Whitworth. 
1942-Irene  Whitworth;  taught  ten  years  in  Basalt,  then  in  the  Dye 

School;  still  teaching  in  the  Firth  Elementary  School, 
1942-Miss  Doris  Cook;  teaches  in  Idaho  Falls. 

1942-Miss  Danma  Monroe;  married  Leland  Lish;  teaches  in  Pocatello. 
1942-Miss  Carol  Peterson;  daughter  of  Veta  Peterson;  married  Eldon 

Volley  and  they  live  in  Quincy,  Illinois. 
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1943-1945  -  Norma  Osguthorpe;  married  and  lives  in  Blackfoot. 
1949-Miss  Nola  Haroldson;  married  Bayne  Clark;  lives  in  Hazelton, 

Idaho . 
1948-1950  -  Mrs.  Orlena  Hall;  wife  of  Arlo  Hall  of  Blackfoot. 
1946-1949  -  Mrs.  Marie  Robinette;  teaches  opportunity  classes  in 

Shelley. 
1947-1950  -  Mrs.  Merle  Rischell;  her  husband  died;  later  she  married 

his  brother. 
1947-1950  -  Mrs.  Lena  Nelson;  taught  for  many  years  in  Shelley; 

she  is  retired  and  lives  in  Firth. 
1948-1949  -  Bert  Chaffin 
1950-1951  -  Richard  Merrill;  worked  as  a  meat  cutter  in  Safeways 

in  Blackfoot. 
1950-1952  -  Mrs.  Ruth  Patchin;  husband  farmed  where  Earl  Tew  lives; 

they  now  reside  in  Blackfoot. 
1947-1970  -  Mrs.  Gertrude  Morris;  taught  in  the  Basalt  and  Shelley 

schools;  she  is  retired  and  lives  in  Shelley. 
1933-1935  -  Miss  Jennie  Porter;  married  Lawrence  Davenport  of  Idaho 

Falls. 
1944-1952  -  Mrs.  Jennie  Davenport;  sister  to  Irene  Whitworth;  both 

girls  were  raised  in  Basalt.   Jennie  teaches  at  Riverside 

School  in  Idaho  Falls. 
1947-1948  -  Miss  Jerry  Hogan;  married  Dr.  Norman  G.  Lewis,  a  Navy 

doctor. 
1945-1948  -  Mr.  T.  K.  Bailey;  taught  three  years  while  Harding  Gibbs 

farmed. 
1947-1957  -  Max  Snow;  was  in  Firth  after  the  consolidation. 
1955-1957  -  Miss  Beth  Whitmill;  married  Mr.  Fackerel  and  they  live 

in  Blackfoot. 
1951-1957  -  Clara  Killian;  lived  south  of  Firth;  sold  farm  to  Elmo 

Crooks;  moved  to  Blackfoot.4 


RIVERVIEW  TEACHERS 

Bert  Winschell;  married  Ida  May  Womack  of  Firth;  Bert  was  also 

a  post  master. 

Vita  Criddle  Christensen 

Grace  Womack;  married  Earl  Humphries;  she  is  Ida's  sister. 
1966-Mrs.  Adamek;  teaches  at  West  Center  in  Blackfoot. 
1942-1943  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  K.  Bailey 
1943-1945  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orvil  Byington;  lived  in  the  basement  of 

the  school. 

Mr.  Juliette;  taught  at  Lava  Side. 


RIVERVIEW  AND  LAVA  SIDE  (OLD  DISTRICT  //44) 


Robert  Ingle  Alma  Anderson 

Mr.  Clark  Arthur  Hampton 

Miss  Benson  Mae  Richardson 

J.  E.  Jennings  A.  W.  Hall 
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Mary  Becker 
Cora  K,  Callahan 


Adelia  York 
Joe  W.  Gibson 


Florence  Kinney 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES  IN  BASALT 

When  the  school  lunches  were  first  started,  the  P.T.A.  was  in 
charge  of  the  program.   Different  people  brought  commodities  and 
made  the  lunches.   Later,  the  government  took  over  and  Norma  Miles 
was  put  in  charge  as  chairman.   Those  who  helped  with  the  cooking 
in  Basalt  were: 


Thelma  Ho skins 
Delores  Freeman 
Eloise  Butler 
Ellen  Jensen 
Gena  Paskett 
Adeline  Wicklund 


Jennie  Fletcher 
Irene  Eaton 
Melba  Wiseman 
Nettie  Kelsey 
Annie  Wiseman 


Pearl  Christensen 
Violet  White 
Maud  Crofts 
Rhoda  Bryant 
Bert  McCurdy 


SCHOOL  LUNCHES  IN  KIMBALL 

Arleene  Jolley  cooked  from  1946  to  1949.   Leah  Prestwich  cooked 
for  a  time.   Violet  White  and  Delores  Freeman  were  sent  to  cook  after 
the  consolidation.5 


FIRTH 

Mr.  A.  W.  Johnson,  Principal  of  the  Firth  Elementary  School  for 
twenty-five  years  gave  the  following  information  to  the  writer.   He 
said,  "The  patrons  of  School  District  #59  can  well  be  proud  of  their 
school  system,  and  can  be  assured  that  money  spent  for  school  build- 
ings and  all  facets  of  school  endeavor  is  money  spent  wisely.   Firth 
has  had,  and  still  has,  some  of  the  best  teachers  in  the  state. 
Teachers  whose  sole  purpose  in  life  is  to  dedicate  their  lives  to  the 
task  of  giving  children,  entrusted  to  them,  the  best  education  pos- 
sible.  Not  only  do  these  teachers  do  an  excellent  job  of  teaching 
the  Three  R's,  but  they  give  children  a  good  sense  of  values  and  a 
good  moral  code  of  ethics." 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  "There  has  been  one  person  who  has  been  of 
great  help  to  me  all  of  my  teaching  days,  and  that  is  my  good  wife, 
LeOra.   She  has  helped  me  with  so  many  of  my  school  tasks,  playing 
the  piano  for  programs,  correcting  papers,  and  always  giving  a  shou- 
lder to  weep  on  when  things  went  wrong." 

Mr.  A.  W.  Johnson  has  contributed  greatly  to  this  section  on 
Schools.   He  said,  "There  was  a  very  good  lunch  program  at  the  old 
Firth  School.   Many  people  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  program; 
teachers,  cooks,  P.T.A.  Officers,  parents,  and  of  course,  the  child- 
ren who  really  enjoyed  the  tasty  meals  provided  for  them.   I  don't 
recall  all  of  the  women  who  cooked  for  the  school,  but  a  few  of  them 
I  do  remember."   (These  women  are  mentioned  under  Cooks  or  School 
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Lunches) . 


RIVERVIEW 

Bert  Winschell  was  one  of  the  first  to  cook  at  Riverview  School 
He  taught  all  eight  grades  in  one  room  and  would  put  on  a  kettle  of 
stew  or  soup  and  give  all  his  students  something  hot  for  lunch. 
They  probably  had  sandwiches  in  their  lunch  pails  or  maybe  a  cookie. 

LENA  NELSON 

Lena  was  one  of  the  first  to  work  with  school  lunches.   Other 
women  who  helped  are  Leotta  Steele,  Capitola  Whiting,  Dolphia  Hjelm, 
Miranda  Stringham,  Alexia  Chapman,  Claudina  Howell,  Leah  Brewing- 
ton,  Ella  Tschicof,  Laura  Meina,  Bessie  Wilson,  Kit  Blair,  Helen 
Butler.   There  may  be  others  who  have  helped  whose  names  were  not 
submitted. 

The  clerical  work  was  done  by:   Viola  Hillman,  Sharon  Hjelm, 
Adeline  Wiclund,  Karma  Messick,  and  Jaunice  Larson. 

FIRTH  SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM 

During  the  days  of  pioneering  with  the  school  lunch  program, 
there  are  some  who  were  pioneers  in  this  line: 


Rita  Christensen 
Lameda  Lockyer 
Lila  B.  Daines 
Adeline  Wiclund 
Leah  Brewington 


Mae  Hansen 
Janetta  Murphy 
Pearl  Christensen 
Ada  Johnson 
Mrs.  Borresson 


Bert  McCurdy 
Bessie  Wilson 
Carrie  Neilsen 
Alexia  Chapman 
Eva  Nelson 


The  program  was  taken  over  by  the  government.   Norma  Miles  was 


Chairman  of  the  following  group: 


Amy  Child 
Lucy  Dye 
Verda  Staples 
Delores  Freeman 


Violet  White 
Lorraine  Duce 
Ella  Tschicof 
Nina  Humphries 


Cora  Steffler 
Vera  Fullmer 
Ailpha  Hill 
Elida  Brown. 


Some  of  these  ladies  worked  as  cooks  before  the  program  was 
as  it  is  today. 

CUSTODIANS 

Emil  Nelson's  father,  John  Nelson,  was  born  in  Sweden.   His 
mother  was  Emma  L.  Vickbom.   Emil's  first  school  was  Lava  Side, 
where  all  eight  grades  were  in  one  room,  with  one  teacher.   Emil 
liked  gardening  and  carpentry  work.   When  he  had  time  from  his  busy 
farm  work,  he  would  fish  and  hunt.   When  a  boy  of  seventeen,  Emil 
drove  four  horses  on  a  Fresno  Scraper  all  spring  while  working  on 
the  New  Sweden  Canal.   He  made  twenty-eight  dollars. 
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After  Emil  married  Eva  Yancey,  the  couple  lived  in  Emil's 
mother's  home  and  operated  the  farm  after  his  father  died*   After 
six  years  at  Lava  Side,  Emil  and  Eva  purchased  the  Alexander  Hjelm 
place  in  Riverview.   This  was  in  March  of  1937.   Mr,  Hjelm  had  home- 
steaded  the  place.   In  1939,  Emil  bought  the  adjoining  farm  from  Fred 
Gustafsen.   For  twenty-one  years,  the  Nelsons  farmed  in  the  sand. 
Both  Emil  and  Eva  worked  in  the  Riverview  Grange.   Eva  was  P.T.A. 
President,  Vice  President  and  Secretary.   They  were  members  of  Chal- 
lenge for  six  years,  from  1934  to  1940.   Emil  was  Director  of  the 
Riverview  Cemetery  for  many  years. 

In  October,  1935,  a  son,  George,  was  born  to  Emil  and  Eva.   He 
is  an  only  child.   George  married  Maureen  E.  Armstrong  of  Basalt. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Arlene  Armstrong  of  Basalt.   They 
had  six  children:   George  Lynn,  Kerry  E.,  Blaine  Dee,  Dean  Joy, 
Kristi  E. ,  and  Dustin  Karl.   In  1960,  Emil  and  Eva  sold  their  River- 
view farm  to  a  Japanese  farmer,  Leland  Date,  and  bought  a  home  south 
of  the  elementary  school  in  Firth,  which  was  part  of  the  Win.  M.  Dye 
homestead.   Emil  and  Eva  were  custodians  of  the  Firth  Elementary 
School  for  nine  years.   Emil  worked  with  Myron  Dye  after  that. 

Eva  spent  forty-seven  years  teaching  in  various  auxiliaries  in 
the  L.D.S.  Church.  She  became  a  Teacher's  Aide  in  Firth  High  School 
in  1969,  where  she  is  presently  employed.  Eva  received  an  award  in 
penmanship,  and  a  Seminary  Scholarship  for  being  an  'A'  student  for 
three  years.  She  was  in  the  first  seminary  graduating  class  in  the 
Shelley  Stake. 

HARRY  WILHELM 

Harry  was  raised  and  schooled  in  Athal,  South  Dakota.   He  met 
Grace  Stewart  from  Rigby  and  married  her.   Grace  had  attended  schools 
in  the  Teton  Basin.   Both  were  converts  to  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

For  many  years,  the  Wilhelms  lived  in  a  trailer  house  on  part 
of  the  Reed  Christensen  place,  which  they  bought  through  Black  Real 
Estate. 

The  Wilhelms  had  milked  cows  for  several  years  and  sold  to  Kraft, 
In  1968,  through  the  Black  Real  Estate,  they  sold  their  farm  to 
Andrew  Kovatch  and  bought  the  old  Chipman  homestead  where  Emil  Roundy 
lived  for  so  many  years. 

The  Wilhelm  children  are:   Gerald,  who  received  an  award  in  4-H, 
a  blue  roseate  for  judging  beef  cattle.   Tommy,  who  received  a  4-H 
award  for  barrel  racing.   Tommy  raises  Arabian  horses.   Harry  has 
been  custodian  in  the  high  school  and  elementary  school  for  two  years, 
Grace  is  one  of  the  school  cooks  in  the  Firth  Elementary  School. 

The  Wilhelms  attend  the  Basalt  Ward,  where  they  have  held  many 
responsible  positions.   Harry  has  served  in  the  Sunday  School  super- 
intendency  for  several  years,  and  Grace  has  worked  in  the  Primary. 
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FIRTH  SCHOOLS 

The  Community  Records  states,  "July  8,  1895  -  ordered  that  a 
petition  be  made  to  form  the  school  district  from  a  portion  of  ter- 
ritory now  Basalt  and  Fox  District  be  and  the  same  hereby  laid  over 
until  the  October  meeting."7 

Another  school  was  built  on  Dye's  Corner,  District  //4.   Ada 
Johnson  recalls  attending  school  there  in  1898.   Sarah  Dye  Jarrell 
taught  school  there. 

The  older  Jorgensen  children  remember  going  to  school  on  Kimball 
Hill,  in  the  building  now  housing  the  store.   The  school  was  held 
there  for  several  years. 

In  1903,  Lorenzo  Firth  gave  part  of  his  homestead  to  the  rail- 
road.  The  depot  and  water  tank  were  moved  from  Old  Basalt  to  Firth. 
The  first  train  schedules  were  in  1904. 

FIRTH  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Old  minutes,  dated  May  29,  1922,  stated  that  a  meeting  was 
held  and  Corgetelli  had  asked  that  the  rooms  upstairs  in  the  Ramsey 
building  be  repaired  and  restored  where  high  school  classes  had  been 
held.   He  asked  for  partitions  to  be  removed  and  the  damage  repaired. 
Corgetelli  evidently  was  buying  the  building.   This  is  evident  that 
some  classes  were  held  in  the  building  (top  of  the  Ramsey  building) 
before  1922.   The  minutes  were  signed  by  L.  F.  Ramsey,  Clerk.   Ram- 
sey was  either  leaving  the  school  board  or  moving  out  of  town. 
Another  date,  September  14,  1925,  indicated  the  following  men  were 
members  of  the  board: 

W.  H.  Cederberg       Alex  Robertson        Albert  Hjelm 
Bert  Winschell        J.  C.  Weidman         H.  J.  Slayton 
Alex  Robertson8 

Space  and  time  will  not  allow  the  printing  of  all  old  officers, 
but  it  is  a  privilege  to  know  the  first  high  school  board  members. 

An  attempt  will  be  made  to  mention  the  names  of  the  high  school 
principals  and  teachers  throughout  the  years.   A  complete  record 
will  be  given  of  the  high  school  roster  since  1947.   This  will  in- 
clude superintendents  of  all  three  elementary,  junior  high,  and  high 
schools,  as  well  as  principals  and  teachers,  along  with  the  custo- 
dians, bus  drivers,  clerks  and  hot  lunch  people. 

Most  of  the  school  children  came  on  their  own  two  legs  or  rode 
ponies.   Later,  school  wagons  or  sleighs  were  used  to  transport  the 
children.   The  parents  of  school  children  took  turns  driving.   These 
were  cold,  inadequate  and  slow.   How  grateful  everyone  was  when  the 
motors  came  along,  and  the  school  buses  were  used,  instead  of  wagons. 

High  school  classes  were  held  in  the  top  of  the  Ramsey  Building 
prior  to  1922.  Ben  Boling  taught  manual  training  in  the  basement  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Ben  lived  in  the  house  west  of  the  Lumber  Com- 
pany. 
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The  Basalt  School  has  had  rooms  added  and  was  used  as  a  high 
school  until  1922,  when  a  high  school  was  dedicated  in  Firth.   Nora 
0' Brian  taught  English,  Algebra  and  Hygiene  in  one  room  of  the  Ba- 
salt School o 

Glenn  Whitworth  attended  his  first  year  in  Blackfoot,  riding 
a  horse  to  get  there  every  day.   He  attended  Basalt  his  second  year. 
No  other  high  school  was  available  before  that  time.   In  1916,  he 
attended  Shelley  High  School.   He  attended  Elementary  School  in  Upper 
Presto  in  1912,  graduating  with  the  highest  average,  ninety-nine  per 
cent. 

A  consolidation  took  place  in  1947-1957  while  Max  Snow  was  sup- 
erintendent. District  #45,  which  was  Basalt,  and  other  schools  were 
to  merge  into  one  district,  some  schools  were  closed. 

In  the  fall  of  1951,  a  change  was  to  take  place  in  School  Dis- 
trict //59.   All  the  school  children  who  were  to  attend  Firth  schools 
in  grades  one  through  four  were  bussed  to  Riverview.   All  the  child- 
ren in  grades  five  through  eight  were  to  be  bussed  to  the  Firth 
school.   Lower  Presto  School  was  to  be  closed,  along  with  others. 
The  children  who  had  attended  these  schools  would  be  bussed  to  Firth 
or  Riverview,  depending  upon  their  grade  in  school. 

Mrs.  Elinor  Brewington,  who  had  been  teaching  in  Lower  Presto, 
was  brought  to  Firth  to  be  a  fifth  grade  teacher. 

Firth-Basalt  were  growing  communities.   The  towns  received  a 
mail  stop  just  one  year  apart,  Basalt  in  1903  and  Firth  in  1904. 
The  first  school  in  Firth  was  a  log  building,  then  a  frame  school 
house  was  built  in  1915.   This  building  was  moved  to  Walter  Dye's 
farm  when  the  red  brick  school  house  in  District  //4  was  built.   On 
May  29,  1923,  Lorenzo  and  Dorcas  Firth  sold  the  school  district  the 
land  for  the  school.   Sometimes  it  was  called  the  Dye  School,  as 
the  Dyes  were  living  on  the  corner  by  the  school.   Maiden  Dye  was 
on  the  first  school  board  in  District  //4 .   The  brick  building  was 
used  until  1947.   It  was  District  #59. 

FIRTH  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  PRINCIPALS 

1922-Lydia  Winkler  (at  the  time  high  school  was  started). 

1923-1924  -  Frank  Hurdle 

1925-1926  -  Ira  L.  Wright 

1926-Emery  Adams  (his  niece  lived  with  him,  they  were  married). 

1933-Ervin  Christensen 

1934-1941  -  Willard  Dye 

1942-1966  -  Arley  W.  Johnson 

1966-John  Meek,  who  is  still  teaching. 

1966-1971  -  Harding  Gibbs 

In  I960,  the  valley  was  in  a  commotion  about  school  consolida- 
tion.  Basalt  school  had  burned  in  1958,  causing  overloaded  school 
houses.   After  the  Basalt  School  burned,  the  children  were  bussed 
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to  other  schools.   The  first,  third  and  fifth  grades  went  to  Kimball. 
The  second  and  fourth  grades  to  Goshen,  who  had  been  housing  the 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighty  grades  since  1954  and  1955.   The  regular 
teachers  that  had  been  in  Basalt  continued  their  positions  when  the 
school  grades  were  bussed  to  the  other  schools.   Goshen,  Kimball, 
Riverview,  Lava  Side,  Basalt,  Firth  and  Presto  were  in  District  #59. 
A  new  elementary  school  was  built  in  Firth  and  dedicated  in  1961. 
A  new  high  school  was  built  and  dedicated  in  1968. 

After  the  dedication  of  the  new  school,  the  Goshen  and  Kimball 
schools  were  discontinued,  along  with  the  others. 

In  1971,  things  are  much  different  than  they  were  in  1900. 
After  the  consolidation,  many  modern  improvements  were  made.   A 
complete  remodeling  job  had  been  done  on  the  junior  high  classrooms. 
Two  rooms  had  the  ceilings  lowered  and  new  light  fixtures  and  paint- 
ing done  in  the  rooms.   A  new  sidewalk  was  added  and  lawns  were  put 
around  the  gym  of  the  high  school.   This  gymnasium  is  one  of  the 
most  modern  gymnasiums  in  the  valley.   The  Little  Theater  and  the 
wrestling  room  had  the  floor  refinished  and  mats  and  cupboards  in- 
stalled.  New  roofs  were  put  on  the  bus  barn,  agriculture  shop, 
junior  high  and  the  elementary  school. 

Class  reunions  are  a  common  occurance.  Many  of  the  teachers  who 
taught  in  Basalt  and  Firth  thirty  years  ago  have  retired. 

Enrollment  is  increasing.   In  1971,  eight  hundred  forty-six 
pupils  were  enrolled.   Vocational  programs,  with  part-time  employ- 
ment are  in  operation.   William  Messick  of  Basalt,  who  has  been 
named  Teacher  Co-ordinator  for  District  #59,  adopted  a  new  science 
program  in  1971.   This  program  was  instigated  by  the  National  Sci- 
ence Foundation  for  students  to  learn  by  doing  in  laboratories. 

Many  of  Firth's  students  have  received  honors  in  Declamation, 
F.F.A.  and  sports.   Some  of  the  graduates  of  Firth  High  School  have 
been  honor  graduates;  from  I.S.U.,  there  is  Noreen  Christensen, 
Home  Economics,  and  Chri  Neimier  in  Education.   From  Rick's  College 
there  is  Paul  Tew,  Brenda  Whittle,  LaNell  Dye  and  Sheryl  Fielding. 

Modern,  well  equipped  school  buses  transport  the  students  to 
and  from  clean,  modern  buildings  in  Firth  schools.   The  Firth  L.D.S. 
Seminary  has  been  enlarged  to  accommodate  two  hundred  students.   Mr. 
Lyle  Shamo  and  Bill  McClure  are  teachers  for  seminary  for  1971-1972. 

Firth  School  District  #59  will  obtain  one  of  the  eight  kinder- 
garten teachers  allocated  to  Bingham  County.   Classes  are  expected 
to  start  October  15,  following  the  potato  harvest.   Classes  will  be 
held  in  the  Firth  Elementary  School. 

Stanley  Kress  has  assumed  the  duties  of  Superintendent  of  the 
Firth  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kress  and  children,  Maria,  Robert  James, 
David,  and  Mark,  have  moved  into  a  home  on  Washington  Street. 

Robert  Freeman,  formerly  an  instructor  in  the  First  School  Dis- 
trict from  1961  to  1966,  and  who  has  been  in  Grace  the  past  five 
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years,  is  Principal  of  Firth  High  School  for  the  1971-1972  school 
year.  Mr.  Freeman  succeeds  Lamar  K.  Edrington,  who  resigned.   John 
Meek  resigned  to  accept  a  post  elsewhere,  but  reconsidered,  and  is 
now  Principal  of  the  Firth  Elementary  School  for  the  1971-1972 
school  year. 

At  the  graduation  exercises  on  May  27,  in  Firth,  Harding  Gibbs 
was  awarded  several  honors  prior  to  his  retirement.  These  honors 
will  be  mentioned  in  his  life  story.  The  greatest  honor  was  that 
the  Firth  Junior  High  School  is  now  known  as  HARDING  GIBBS  JUNIOR 
HIGHo  This  is  a  great  honor  to  a  man  who  has  taught  thirty-seven 
years  and  has  the  respect  of  both  the  students  and  the  community. 

CUSTODIANS 

In  the  early  schools,  the  teacher  was  required  to  keep  the 
school  house  clean  and  fire  replenished.   Often  this  chore  was 
delegated  to  some  of  the  older  boys  who  could  lift  a  coal  skuttle 
or  put  heavy  logs  in  a  fire  easier  than  the  school  marm  or  teacher. 
Later,  the  allowance  for  school  upkeep  was  enough  to  pay  for  a  jani- 
tor or  custodian. 

EARL  HUMPHRIES 

In  1920,  Earl  Humphries,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Ida  Mae  Smedley, 
married  Buelah  Grace  Womack.   Grace  had  been  a  school  teacher  and 
Earl  had  won  her  hand.   Earl  was  raised  in  Shelley  and  received  his 
education  there.   Grace  was  a  Lower  Presto  girl.   She  was  the  dau- 
ghter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Womack. 

Earl  worked  for  Midland  Elevators  and  in  the  potato  warehouses 
until  1925,  when  he  became  custodian  for  the  new  Firth  High  School. 
John  Drew  and  a  Mr.  White,  a  painter,  were  custodians  when  the  high 
school  was  held  in  the  top  rooms  of  the  Ramsey  Building.   Mr.  Drew 
was  custodian  for  a  time  after  the  high  school  building  was  com- 
pleted, possibly  two  years  or  so.   Earl  and  Grace  had  moved  into 
the  home  where  Earl  lives  today.   It  is  across  from  the  parsonage. 
Those  who  have  never  been  a  custodian  cannot  have  empathy  for  those 
who  have.   Earl  was  a  meticulous  janitor  who  endured  the  many  hours 
of  waiting  for  buses  of  cold  students  returning  from  games,  who 
dealt  with  gum  chewers  and  the  hilarity  of  youth  that  threw  papers, 
wrappers  and  programs  after  winning  a  ball  game. 

Earl  had  been  custodian  about  ten  years  when  tragedy  hit  his 
home.   His  lovely  wife  and  companion  fell  through  the  ice  on  the 
Snake  River. 

Earl  was  left  with  four  small  children:  Lewis  E.,  who  lives  in 
California;  Keith  0.  of  Ririe;  Darlene,  who  is  married  to  Vance  Bol- 
ander  of  Firth,  and  Ronald  D.,  who  is  in  Tennessee.  The  children 
were  kept  together  for  eight  years.  In  1943,  he  married  Genevive 
Backus  from  Blackfoot,  Genevive  had  two  children:  Mary  Annette, 
who  is  married  to  Robert  L.  Brown  of  Ririe,  and  Steven  Humphries, 
who  was  drowned  in  1952.   All  through  the  years  of  his  tragedy,  he 
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was  on  the  job  with  a  clean,  warm  school  building.   Earl  retired  in 
1964,  after  serving  the  Firth  School  District  faithfully  for  thirty- 
nine  years. 

MYRON  DYE 

Myron  Dye  was  a  bus  driver  and  custodian  in  1924.   He  is  the 
son  of  Walter  and  Sarah  Dye.   He  attended  elementary  school  in  the 
old  Firth  school.   His  father's  farm  was  west  and  south  of  the  cor- 
ner.  Myron  walked  with  his  seven  sisters,  or  sometimes  rode  on  a 
horse. 

When  Myron  was  in  the  seventh  grade,  he  did  the  janitor  work 
for  two  of  the  rooms  and  the  Brewington  boys  cleaned  the  other  rooms. 
The  school  had  four  rooms.   The  boys  were  paid  seventeen  dollars  a 
month.   Clinkers  had  to  be  carried  out  and  the  stove  refilled, 
walks  swept,  and  in  the  winter,  snow  shoveled  from  the  walk.   The 
drinking  water  was  carried  from  the  Dye's  well  for  a  long  time. 
Myron  built,  and  also  drove,  the  first  school  bus,  which  was  a 
Model  T  Ford  Sedan,  with  the  inside  torn  out  and  seats  made  for 
eight  students.   Each  morning  he  drove  down  the  Goshen  road  to  the 
first  road  which  turned  south  past  Madsen's  place  on  the  south, 
around,  back  west,  and  to  the  school. 

In  the  winter,  the  trip  was  made  on  bob  sleigh  pulled  by  horses. 
Later,  a  one  ton  truck  with  a  fourteen  foot  floor  bed  was  turned  into 
a  school  bus.   The  cab  was  built  on.   This  would  haul  twenty-five 
students.   After  this  bus  was  worn  out,  ready-made  school  buses  were 
available.   A  man  from  Iona  drove  school  bus  for  two  years.   No  exact 
date  is  available.   Myron  worked  as  a  section  hand  on  the  railroad, 
and  he  also  helped  with  the  electric  line  from  West  Firth.   While 
Myron  was  a  janitor,  he  was  driver  of  the  school  bus  at  the  same 
time.   Myron  drove  the  school  bus  for  fifteen  years.   He  was  custodian 
for  twenty-two  years.   The  last  part  of  these  years,  from  1961-1970, 
was  in  the  new  elementary  school.   Myron  retired  in  1970. 

His  wife,  Lucy,  helped  him  with  the  janitor  work  all  through  the 
years.   Lucy  Hansen  Dye  was  born  in  Grovelandc   Her  people  came  to 
Basalt  in  1918.   She  graduated  from  Basalt  Elementary  School.   Lucy 
was  a  hard  worker.   She  would  take  care  of  women  and  babies  after 
their  confinement,  until  they  were  up  and  able  to  care  for  the  baby. 
Lucy's  mother,  Mrs.  Jensen,  was  ill  many  years,  and  Lucy  and  Myron 
helped  take  care  of  her. 

Myron  and  Lucy  lived  in  several  places.   Walter  Dye  had  given 
them  five  acres  for  a  wedding  gift.   The  first  house  they  built 
burned  down  and  they  had  to  rebuild.   In  1944,  they  built  the  semi- 
basement house  in  Firth  where  they  reside  today.   The  home  is  pretty 
and  modern  inside,  and  is  surrounded  by  beautiful  yards  and  flowers. 
Lucy  and  Myron  love  to  fish.   They  have  always  liked  to  do  the  same 
things. 

They  have  six  children:   Gerald,  who  was  in  the  Air  Force  for 
twenty-five  years  as  a  Lt.  Colonel.   He  is  now  retired.   He  was 
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Bishop  in  Hawaii,  Japan  and  other  places.   He  is  on  the  B.Y.U.  staff 
in  Provo,  at  present.   Keith,  filled  a  mission  and  served  in  the  Army. 
He  has  been  on  the  Shelley  Stake  M.I. A.  Board.   Norman  also  filled  a 
mission.   He  operated  the  Spudnut  Shop  in  Provo. 

Larry  is  a  medical  technician  in  Lethbridge,  Canada.   He  has 
control  and  management  of  the  water  system. 

Ruth  Moore  lives  in  Shelley  and  works  for  R.  T.  French.   Jon, 
has  taught  school  in  Firth.   He  lives  in  Salt  Lake  City.   He  is 
custodian  of  the  church  there.   Barbara,  his  wife  had  a  Beauty  Shop  in 
Firth  for  two  years. 

The  Dye's  have  thirty  grandchildren  and  six  great-grandchildren. 

ED  AND  KITTY  BLAIR 

Kitty  married  Ed  Blair  from  Jackson,  Wyoming,  and  moved  to  Lower 
Presto  about  the  time  Agnes  and  Bob  Reid,  her  brother,  were  married. 
James  and  Donald  Reid  had  lived  in  Basalt.   Their  sister  married  a 
Lockyer,  who  bought  some  lots  in  Basalt  in  1911. 

Ed  and  Kitty  filed  on  a  grazing  claim  in  the  hills,  and  lived 
on  it  for  four  summers,  then  sold  it  to  the  Eastern  Idaho  Grazing 
Association. 

In  1936,  the  Blairs  bought  their  present  home  from  John  Drew. 
Kit,  the  last  of  the  Reid  children  has  lived  for  thirty-five  years 
in  this  place.   The  past  ten  years  she  has  been  a  widow.   Kit  is  a 
seamstress  and  has  helped  her  family  income  with  her  talent.   Two 
children  came  to  Edward  and  Kitty:   Kathleen,  schooled  in  Firth. 
She  was  killed  in  a  car  accident;  and,  Roy,  who  lives  in  Midway. 
Kit  helped  cook  school  lunches  in  Riverview  for  one  year. 

Kitty  lives  in  her  little  home  and  keeps  busy  helping  others. 
From  1943  to  1946,  Edward  and  Kitty  were  custodians  for  the  Old 
Firth  School.   Kitty  was  President  of  the  P.T.A.  one  year.   Ed 
drove  the  school  bus  for  Chri  Hansen  in  1957. 

OTHER  CUSTODIANS 

Charles  Wiseman  Neil  Lydumn  Earl  Humphries 

Una  Lydumn  Conrad  Wise  Warland  Larsen 

Keith  Dye  Emil  Nelson  Eva  Nelson 

Max  Howell  Darathella  Leavitt  Fay  Howell 

Harry  Wilhelm  Orrice  Barnhart  Willis  Howell 

Henry  Whitmill,  Willis  Howell,  Jesse  Chipman,  Stanley  Dye, 
Maiden  Dye  were  some  who  put  forth  great  effort  to  get  the  children 
to  school  from  1910-1930  in  wagons  and  sleighs. 

BUSES 

PERRY  BREWINGTON  -  LEO  GUSHWA 

Leo's  daughter,  Gladys,  married  Ellis  Gutke  from  Shelley. 
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Ellis  was  in  the  garage  business  with  his  father-in-law,  Leo.   The 
garage  was  called  the  NORTH  STAR  GARAGE.      The  garage  was  the  only 
home  the  school  buses  knew  for  many  years.   Leo  would  refuel  them, 
put  oil  in  them,  then  charge  it  to  the  Firth  School  District  #59. 
The  bussing  was  on  a  contract.   Leo  drove  one  of  the  busses  for 
many  years. 

One  cold,  slippery  day,  coming  from  Goshen,  he  drove  near  the 
railroad  crossing.   His  bus  brakes  were  covered  with  ice.   An  engine 
and  one  coach  were  coming.   Leo  spun  the  steering  wheel,  whirling 
the  bus  lengthwise  off  the  track,  thus  preventing  a  terrible  wreck. 
The  train  passed,  and  the  step  hit  the  bus  as  it  passed.   There  was 
a  crowd  of  frightened  high  school  kids  inside,  but  no  one  was  hurt. 

No  one  can  remember  how  many  busses  Leo  operated,  but  it  is 
believed  there  were  four  or  five.   Some  of  the  other  drivers  were: 
Perry  Brewington  (deceased),  Ellis  Gutke,  Maiden  Dye,  Harold  Brighton, 
Ben  Young,  Jarvis  Jensen  and  possibly  others.   Leo  Gushwa  and  family 
moved  to  Coeur  d'Alene.   Leo  and  Ellis,  and  Leo's  wife  are  deceased. 

CHRIS  HANSEN  AND  CORA  JOHNSON 

Chris  has  been  in  this  area  all  of  his  life.   He  was  born  in 
Upper  Presto  to  Enoch  and  Caroline  Robinson  Hansen.   He  received 
his  schooling  in  Firth  and  attended  the  Agriculture  College  in  Logan, 
where  he  was  active  in  R.O.T.C. 

Cora  was  born  in  Wyoming  and  attended  schools  in  Firth.   Chris 
and  Cora  bought  a  place  from  his  father.   It  was  the  old  Stoddard 
homestead,  between  Goshen  and  Firth.   Chris  doesn't  sell  any  of  the 
hay  and  grain  he  raises,  but  feeds  it  to  his  thirty-five  milk  cows. 
They  have  a  bulk  tank  and  sell  to  Kraft  in  Blackfoot. 

Four  children  were  born  to  the  Hansens:   Alberta  Or ton,  Ba- 
salt; Lora  Belle  Fallis,  California;  Lloyd,  deceased;  and,  Vern  L., 
of  Upper  Presto. 

In  1933  the  Hansens  were  temporarily  living  in  a  small  cabin 
while  they  were  building  their  new  home.   The  cabin  had  no  chimney 
and  the  stovepipe  was  put  out  through  the  roof.   The  weather  was 
cold,  and  the  fire  was  roaring  in  the  stove.   The  wash  boiler 
sprung  a  leak=   Cora  left  her  three  children  and  ran  to  the  neighbors 
to  borrow  their  boiler.   As  she  was  coming  home,  she  met  the  two 
oldest  girls,  Alberta  and  Lora  Belle,  who  told  their  mother  that 
the  house  was  on  fire.   Three  times  Cora  attempted  to  run  into  the 
burning  house  to  rescue  her  son.   He  answered  her  each  time  she  cal- 
led his  name.   The  neighbors  would  not  let  her  go  inside  the  inferno. 
The  twenty-two  month  old  baby  boy  was  burned.   His  name  was  Lloyd. 
The  cause  of  the  fire  was  never  determined.   Cora  was  a  devoted 
mother,  and  this  was  a  terrible  blow  to  her  as  well  as  to  her  family. 

When  Cora  was  in  the  eighth  grade  in  Wyoming,  the  teacher  made 
her  pupils  keep  busy  while  others  were  reciting.   To  accomplish  this, 
he  would  make  them  go  into  the  library  and  type.   Cora  had  three 
terms  of  typing  and  this  has  been  a  big  help  to  her.   She  was  a 
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Historian  and  Secretary  of  the  Cedar  Hollow  D.U.P.   Chris  was  Sup- 
ervisor of  Buses  in  the  Firth  School  District  #59  from  1957  to  1963. 
He  spent  seven  years  repairing,  refueling,  and  overhauling  busses 
for  eight  drivers .   Some  of  these  drivers  drove  for  many  years. 
Stanley  Dye  received  a  certificate  for  safe  driving  for  seventeen 
years,  and  Ronald  Whiting  received  a  certificate  for  safe  driving 
for  sixteen  years. 

J.  WILLIAM  PALMER 

Mr.  Palmer  was  Bus  Supervisor  from  1963  to  1970.   He  greased, 
refueled  and  repaired  ten  to  twelve  busses  for  the  Firth  School 
District  #59.   He  gave  prompt  and  courteous  service  to  the  drivers 
and  his  business-like  attitude  demanded  the  respect  of  those  he 
worked  with. 

Sometimes  Bill  would  be  overworked  when  the  busses  were  muti- 
lated by  careless  school  children,  or  motors  were  burned  when 
drivers  tried  to  force  them  through  mud  and  snow.   Bill  always  had 
them  ready  to  go  by  morning.   Sometimes  he  would  have  to  substitute 
and  drive  the  bus  himself.   Bill  was  raised  in  Shelley,  where  he 
drove  for  four  years  before  coming  to  Firth.   He  also  served  four 
years  in  World  War  II. 

Bill  married  Virginia,  a  Shelley  girl.   Virginia  was  a  graduate 
nurse  and  her  income  helped  Bill  many  times. 

The  Palmers  bought  the  old  Nickerson  home  on  the  Goshen  High- 
way.  A.  Johnston  built  the  house,  but  it  is  not  known  if  he  home- 
steaded  the  place.   Bill  and  Virginia  have  five  children:   Brent, 
who  has  his  Masters  Degree  and  served  a  mission,  and  is  now  a 
Chemical  Engineer.   Craig  also  served  a  mission.   He  has  had  one 
year  at  B.Y.U.  and  is  now  an  Electrical  Engineer.   Lorin,  Jan  and 
Gary  are  still  at  the  family  home  and  are  still  attending  Firth 
schools. 

Bill  Palmer  is  working  as  a  Mechanic  for  R.  T.  French  Company 
in  Shelley.   He  resigned  in  1970  as  Bus  Supervisor. 

G.  DEAN  HUNTING 

Dean  was  raised  in  Menan.   He  received  his  schooling  from  the 
high  school  there,  then  took  some  G.I.  classes  at  Ricks  College. 
Dean  married  Dixie  Smith  from  Iona.   The  Huntings  live  in  Iona,  but 
are  interested  in  establishing  their  residency  in  Firth  in  the  near 
future.   Dean  is  now  the  Bus  Supervisor,  replacing  Bill  Palmer,  1970. 
Dean  and  Dixie  like  the  community  and  the  cooperation  of  the  stu- 
dents. 

Dean  served  in  the  United  States  Army  from  1949  to  1950.   He 
was  stationed  in  Hawaii. 

The  Huntings  are  parents  of  five  children:   David,  Tommy  (de- 
ceased), Dixean,  Diane  and  Danny. 
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FIRTH  SCHOOL  by  Sarah  Thornton  Morris 

Remember  the  good  old  bob  sleigh  rides  behind  a  team  of  fast 
trotting  horses?  One  Christmas,  while  I  was  attending  school  in  Firth, 
the  whole  school  was  invited  to  put  the  Christmas  Play  on  out  at  the 
Riverdale,  or  Lava  Side,  school  house  along  with  them,  and  to  have 
our  treat  out  there.   Bob  sleighs  took  us  out  on  a  clear,  frosty, 
moonlight  night.   The  only  thing  I  can  remember  about  that  was  the 
lovely  ride  out  with  the  whole  school  and  the  parents  who  wanted  to 
go,  or  could  go,  and  the  treat  we  received. 

In  those  days,  the  teachers  always  furnished  treats  for  us  on 
Christmas,  Easter,  and  the  last  day  of  school.   Now  days,  the  child- 
ren have  to  pay  for  their  own  treats.   For  our  Christmas  treat  we 
always  received  candy,  nuts,  and  an  orange.   I  always  looked  forward 
to  the  orange  because  some  years  that  would  be  the  only  orange  I 
would  receive  the  whole  year. 

One  spring,  on  the  closing  day  of  school,  someone  took  the 
whole  school  out  to  Wolverine  Canyon  for  a  picnic.   This  included 
the  four  rooms  of  eight  grades  and  the  teachers.   I  am  sure  the 
Dyes  and  Lyons  were  always  the  ones  who  were  so  generous  with  their 
time  and  teams  to  take  us  to  these  places. 

On  this  trip  we  ate  our  lunch  near  Lockyer's  ranch,  just  before 
you  enter  the  narrow,  black  canyon.   At  that  time,  the  road  up  the 
hill  to  the  Blackfoot  River  crossed  the  bridge  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  west  of  Lockyer's  ranch  house.   This  ranch  was  later  owned 
by  a  Polsen  family,  who  now  live  south  of  Shelley. 

We  walked  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill  and  looked  down  on  the 
ranch.   There  was  a  man  chopping  wood  and  he  looked  so  small  that  I 
thought  the  house  was  a  two  story  house.   In  later  years,  when  the 
road  went  nearer  to  the  house  and  crossed  the  creek  on  the  east 
side  of  the  house,  I  could  see  that  the  house  was  on  the  edge  of 
the  hill,  with  pillars  under  a  porch,  which  made  it  seem  taller. 

My  husband's  sister,  Elizabeth  Morris,  married  a  Thomas  Lock- 
yer,  who  was  raised  there.   After  we  had  our  picnic  dinner,  we  went 
up  the  canyon  and  climbed  up  a  steep  shale  rock  hill  to  a  big  cave, 
under  some  rock  cliffs.   Anyone  who  has  ever  been  to  Wolverine 
Canyon  will  remember  where  that  cave  is. 

Another  spring,  on  the  closing  day  of  school,  we  all  lined  up 
in  marching  order  with  the  oldest  children  first  and  the  youngest 
last.   All  marched  down  to  the  river  bottoms  and  had  our  picnic, 
games  and  a  ball  game  on  the  sandy  beaches,  and  played  among  the 
cottonwood  and  cedars.   We  spent  as  many  hours  there  as  we  would 
ordinarily  spend  in  school,  coming  home  at  four  o'clock,  tired,  but 
happy.   The  teachers  usually  made  and  furnished  lemonade  and  home- 
made ice  cream  for  a  treat,  and  we  would  take  our  own  lunches.   At 
the  end  of  a  perfect  day,  the  teachers  would  give  us  our  report 
cards  and  not  until  then  would  we  know  whether  we  had  passed  or  not. 

The  days  of  my  childhood  were  the  most  happy  days  of  my  life, 
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even  though  we  had  none  of  the  modern  conveniences  of  today.   How 
we  loved  to  play  in  the  snow,  walking  on  the  drifts  and  lying  down 
on  them  and  waving  our  arms  up  and  down  to  make  'angel  wings'  on 
the  snow,  and  playing  'fox  and  geese'.   We  had  no  waterproof  leg- 
gings and  very  seldom  overshoes.   I'm  sure  we  came  home  with  our 
long  black  ribbed  stockings  soaking  wet  many  afternoons  from  school. 

I  don't  know  which  I  loved  best,  swimming  or  dancing,  but  my 
fondest  memories  of  Basalt  were  the  children's  dances  that  were 
held  often.   That  was  where  I  learned  to  dance  and  learned  to  love 
dancing.   I  was  very  bashful,  but  it  must  have  been  easy  for  me  to 
learn  because  I  can  remember  many  of  the  Basalt  and  Firth  boys  my 
age  asking  me  to  dance.   We  loved  to  dance  the  Virginia  Reel  and 
square  dances,  but  we  also  did  the  old  fashioned  waltz  and  learned 
the  minuet. 

I  attended  religion  classes  in  Firth  every  Wednesday  evening 
after  school.   I  have  never  forgotten  the  24th  of  July  programs 
held  behind  the  Basalt  Church  House  in  the  park.   I  especially 
remember  the  boys  who  had  horses.   How  they  would  ride  -  like  the 
wind  -  toward  a  tree  from  which  a  ring  was  hanging  down.   I  be- 
lieve they  would  try  to  get  a  stick  in  the  ring  as  they  passed  the 
tree. 

We  would  have  a  concession  stand  where  we  could  buy  long, 
pink  bars  of  popcorn,  lemonade,  ice  cream  cones  and  suckers.   The 
popcorn  would  have  baloons  fastened  to  it.   One  year  I  was  one  of 
the  girls  on  a  float.   I  had  a  pretty,  white  eyelet  embroidered 
dress,  white,  long,  ribbed  hose,  and  white  'T'  strap  sandals.   The 
dress  had  a  wide  colored  silk  ribbon  sash  around  the  waist.   Mother 
had  curled  my  hair,  and  I  was  ready  to  go  to  Basalt  long  before  the 
rest  were  ready.   I  thought  they  were  so  slow  that  I  just  knew  I 
would  get  there  too  late,  but  I  didn't.   At  the  last  minute,  my  dad 
decided  I  would  look  prettier  if  I  had  a  wreath  around  my  head  made 
from  a  vine  that  grew  up  the  side  of  our  house.   This  vine  had  small 
leaves  and  was  in  bloom  with  tiny  blue  flowers.   After  putting  it  on 
me,  my  dad  said  he  believed  I  would  grow  up  to  be  the  prettiest  one 
of  his  daughters.   That  compliment  surely  pleased  me,  and  I  have 
always  remembered  it. 

When  I  was  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  and  maybe  the  third, 
I  can  remember  a  Mildred  Christensen  from  just  north  of  Firth,  and 
a  Madge  Firth,  who  was  staying  with  her  grandparents,  the  Firths, 
who  lived  in  a  big,  brick  house  across  the  tracks  on  the  south  side 
of  town.   Madge  was  a  wonderful  artist.   The  teacher  would  have  her 
paint  some  pictures  with  colored  chalk  for  our  holidays.   She  was 
not  very  well.   One  day  she  fainted,  which  frightened  all  of  us. 
She  and  Mildred  were  pals.   Another  girl  I  admired  was  Earsel  Hut- 
chison, whose  father  ran  the  pool  hall  in  Firth.   She  was  always 
bringing  some  strange  kind  of  candy  to  school  that  none  of  the  rest 
of  us  had  ever  seen.   I  think  her  name  was  Earsel,  or  it  may  have 
been  something  else,  because  I  remember  another  girl  too  that  might 
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have  been  the  Earsel  I  knew. 

One  day,  the  school  was  going  to  have  pictures  taken.   The 
day  before  this  a  girl  had  asked  the  teacher  how  we  should  dress, 
and  she  replied,  "Just  any  way  you  want".   This  girl  asked  her  best 
friends  to  go  along  with  her  and  dress  in  boy's  suits  for  the  pic- 
ture.  She  arrived  in  a  suit  and  looked  quite  cute,  but  none  of  the 
others  did.   She  was  a  good  sport,  however,  and  had  her  picture  taken, 
along  with  the  rest.   She  went  home  and  changed.   At  first,  I  was 
very  bashful  in  getting  acquainted  with  the  other  girls.   If  Mary 
Lyons  Croft  would  see  me  standing  by  myself,  she  would  be  especially 
nice  to  me,  and  see  that  I  joined  in  with  her.   She  and  Beatrice 
Dye  played  together.   I'm  sure  they  lived  across  the  road  from  each 
other,  just  east  of  the  school  house. 

A  girl  by  the  name  of  Little  died  about  then.   I'm  sure  she 
was  a  relative  of  the  Dyes,  but  she  had  been  sickly  all  her  life, 
and  died  of  an  incurable  disease,   Everyone  had  loved  her,  and 
after  her  death,  her  body  was  brought  to  the  Firth  School  House 
before  burial  so  that  all  the  children  could  file  past  her  body  to 
see  it.   That  way  we  didn't  miss  a  day  of  school  to  attend  the 
funeral.9 


BUS  DRIVERS  -  1900-1972 

Myron  Dye 
Stanley  Dye 
Chris  Hansen 
Harold  Brighton 
George  Mclnelley 
Daveen  Dye 
Claude  Grange 
Dora  Hatley 
Maria  Burch 
Kent  Burch 
Allen  Lyon 
A.  G.  Morris 
Elvin  Clayson 
Lyle  Lindsay 
Max  Howell 
William  Messick 


Perry  Brewington 
Warren  Dye 
Ellis  Gutke 
Ben  Young 
Warland  Larsen 
J.  W.  Palmer 
Doward  Bronson 
Roy  Adolfson 
Melvin  Togg 
Larry  Kohler 
Mary  Ellen  Thompson 
Oliver  Neilson 
Ammon  Hansen 
Max  Snow 
Ed  Blair 
Garth  Holm 


Leo  Gushwa 
Maiden  Dye 
Harold  Brewington 
Jarvis  Jensen 
Cliff  McConville 
Bryant  Stringham 
Wanda  Crooks 
Stephen  Clark 
Lawrence  Lyon 
Darlene  Clayson 
Ronald  Whiting,  Sr 
Fred  Sundquist 
Ralph  Kruse 
Ellis  Williams 
Ross  Berg 


This  list  may  not  be  complete.   Many  teachers  drove  as  sub- 
stitutes. 


FIRTH  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 

The  following  is  an  imcomplete  list: 

1898  -  Sarah  Dye  Jarrel;  taught  at  the  Dye  School  District  #4 

Arthur  Jensen  taught  about  this  same  time. 
1915  -  Lena  King  Slayton,  Ula  Wells,  Howard  Johnson,  Iris  Mattson 
and  Lynn  Parr is. 
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1918-1924  -  Jennie  Stewart,  Miss  Killian 

1922  -  Lydia  Winkler;  was  principal  about  the  same  time  the  high 

school  was  started. 

William  Anthony,  Ebba  Fredrickson  Cederberg. 


TEACHERS  -  1930-1942 

Goldie  Nelson  Palmer 
Mr.  McKenzie 


Frederic  Lloyd 
Lorraine  Broadhead 


Mr .  Kennel 
Eva  Smith 


1942-1949: 


Blenda  Hone 
Miss  Turner 
Garth  Belnap 
Elva  Johnson 
Pansy  Badger 
Miss  Barrett 
Hattie  Hutchinson 
Eva  Smith 
Winifred  Nuttall 
Elaine  Hanny 
Mary  Phillips 
Mrs.  Yockum 
Florence  Dve 
Eugene  Jorgensen 


Ethel  Hoff 
Louise  Mack 
Elinor  Brewington 
Erma  Shaw 
Jane  Williams 
Mary  Wilkey 
Gertrude  Ribbetts 
Anna  Waller 
Leatha  Spalding 
Thora  Roundy 
Neva  Nungester 
Irene  Whitworth 
Helen  Howells 
Dohl  Jorgensen 


Miss  Christensen 
Joe  Johnson 
Jean  Campbell 
Vivian  Barker 
Grace  Murdock 
Ruth  Carlson 
Mary  Sheeley 
Marjorie  Neal 
Nancy  White 
Noreene  Butler 
Evelyn  Stibal 
Clara  Killian 
Blanche  Pratt 
A.  W.  Johnson 


1949-1963: 


Elinor  Brewington 
Anna  Adamek 
Orlena  Hall 
Opal  J.  Atkinson 


Kenneth  Holmes 
Clara  Adolfson 
Iris  Mattson 
Eloise  Brewington 


Geraldine  Reid 
Florence  Dye 
Marian  Yancey 
Verda  Martineau 


1963-1964: 


1965 


Helen  Allen 
Harding  Gibbs 
Gertrude  Morris 
Lorraine  Taylor 
Marion  Yancey 


A.  W.  Johnson 
Ruth  Berg 

Lenore  Christensen 
Harding  Gibbs 
Richard  Howell 
Verda  Martineau 
Lorraine  Taylor 
Robert  Whipple 


Ruth  Berg 
Anita  Hilty 
Neva  Nungester 
Sharon  Turpin 
Ruth  Yost 


Gary  Erickson 
Vera  Bruegger 
Vida  Christensen 
Lorraine  Hess 
Sheryl  Jensen 
Neva  Nungester 
Sharon  Turpin 
Irene  Whitworth 


Lenore  Christensen 
Verle  Kotter 
Blanche  Pratt 
Irene  Whitworth 


Anna  Adamek 

Sirren  Bybee 

Neil  Crofts 

Anita  Hilty 

Iris  Just 

Blanche  Pratt 

Genevive  Weatherston 


W.  Johnson  was  released  after  twenty-two  years  of  teaching. 
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1966-1967 


John  Meek 
Clara  Adolfson 
Susan  Moore 
Helen  Allen 
Verda  Martineau 


Lorraine  Taylor 
Lenore  Christensen 
Vida  Christensen 
Anna  Adamek 
Ruth  Ann  Yost 


Neva  Nungester 
Iris  Just 
Marian  Yancey 
Ruth  Berg 
Marvin  Anderson 


1968  -  same  as  1967  except 

Selma  Taylor 
Donna  Meek 
Bertha  Adolfson 
Rodney  Ragan 


Velma  Hansen 
Lorraine  Hess 
Michael  Call 
Paul  Empey 


Shirley  Johnson 
Mabel  Smith 
Kathryn  Ohman 


Karma  Messick,  Secretary  and  True  Farrar,  Librarian 


1969-1970: 


John  Meek 
Clara  Adolfson 
Dean  Batemen 
Gayle  Collier 
Velma  Hansen 
Glenda  Manion 
Janis  Seamons 
Ron  Tohler 
Elizabeth  Ives 


Harding  Gibbs 
John  Aspack 
Ruth  Berg 
Kim  Dalby 
Mary  High 
Donna  Meek 
Anthony  Paul 
Dean  Westenskow 


Paul  Empey 
Anna  Marie  Andrew 
Vida  Christensen 
Janice  Farrer 
Shirley  Johnson 
Sandra  Messick 
Lorraine  Taylor 
Irene  Whitworth 


1970-1971: 


John  Meek 
Shirley  Johnson 
Dorene  Mortensen 
Eris  Peacock 
Gayle  Collier 
Ruth  Berg 
Elna  Call 


Lorraine  Taylor 
Velma  Hansen 
Evonne  Adkins 
Irene  Whitworth 
Anthony  Paul 
Ron  Robler 


Donna  Meek 
Marsha  Sorenson 
Carol  Case 
Paul  Empey 
Michael  Call 
Lane  Smith 


AIDES: 


Donna  Neilson 
Bertha  Adolfson 
Marlene  Reid 


Arlyn  Haggard 
True  Farrar 


Loretta  Howell 
Eva  Nelson 


1971-1972: 


John  Meek 
Donna  Meek 
Marsha  Sorensen 
Eris  Peacock 
Irene  Whitworth 
Ruth  Berg 


Lorraine  Taylor 
Darene  Mortensen 
Dorothy  Barker 
Kathy  Jensen 
Ron  Tobler 
Robert  Hopper 


Shirley  Johnson 
Velma  Hansen 
Evonne  Adkins 
Jane  Vernotsy 
Susan  Sheeley 
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AIDES: 


Donna  Neilson 
Elna  Call 


Arlyn  Haggard 
Vickie  Loveland10 


True  Farrar 


CEDAR  CREEK  SCHOOL 

The  following  is  a  history  of  the  Cedar  Creek  School  submitted 
by  Daphne  Webb  Jemmett  who  spent  thirty-four  years  in  the  hills. 

"On  January  1,  1905,  Agnes  Just,  daughter  of  Nels  and  Emma  Just 
of  Lower  Presto,  began  her  two  month  term  as  school  marm  of  the 
mountain  school  in  Cedar  Creek.   She  said  she  was  paid  $75.00  for 
her  labor.   Agnes  boarded  with  the  Jake  Baird  family.   Their  nep- 
hew, Bob,  was  one  of  her  star  pupils.   Later,  they  were  married. 

Funds  for  education  had  to  be  divided  between  several  schools 
in  the  area,  that  is  why  Cedar  Creek  was  alloted  such  a  small 
amount . 

Three  families  chose  a  central  location  for  the  school.   It 
was  about  one  mile  upstream  from  where  the  creek  empties  into  the 
Blackfoct  River.   At  this  site,  the  families  built  a  new  log  room 
and  made  rough  board  benches.   The  only  store  bought  article  of 
furniture  was  the  teacher's  chair.   There  was  a  small,  wood  burn- 
ing stove  in  the  center  of  the  room  with  the  pipe  going  up  through 
the  board  and  dirt  covered  roof. 

There  were  eight  pupils  in  this  first  school:   Lyal,  Tom,  and 
Frank  Lockyer;  Clifford  and  Elsie  Jemmett;  Fred  Baird;  George 
Henry  Staples;  and,  Bob  Reid,  who  became  the  husband  of  Agnes. 

Today,  Agnes  is  a  noted  author  and  writer  of  poetry,  but  she 
still  loves  to  remember  the  days  of  the  "Little  Log  School  House". 

The  Cedar  Creek  School  belonged  to  the  Presto  District.   The 
allocation  had  been  used  up,  so  Mr.  Lockyer  and  Mr.  Jemmett  gave 
the  teachers  two  yearling  heifers  for  each  additional  month  they 
would  stay  on  the  job.   The  Bairds  furnished  board  and  room  for 
their  share. 

The  teacher  that  year  was  Sylvia  Wood,  who  later  married 
Peter  Hansen  of  Presto .   Sylvia  became  the  mother  of  Clifford 
Hansen,  the  former  Governor  of  Wyoming.   Mr.  Hansen  is  now  a 
Senator  from  that  state. 

The  third  teacher  was  Mrs.  Dean  from  Wyoming.   She  boarded 
with  the  Lockyer s.   The  third  year,  two  Haines  boys  attended  the 
school,  making  a  total  of  ten  pupils.   The  school  was  closed  for 
several  years  due  to  lack  of  funds.   It  opened  again  in  1915. 
The  location  was  the  same,  but  it  was  called  'Aldridge",  the  name 
that  was  given  the  post  office." 
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ALDRIDGE  SCHOOL 

"Aldridge  was  in  District  #62.   There  were  at  least  ten 
pupils.   Those  remembered  were:   Frank  and  Eva  Jemmett;  Dick, 
Ted,  Maude  and  Joe  Lockyer;  Horace,  Ray,  Vessie  and  Verril 
Johnston.   The  teacher  was  Miss  Margaret  Horton  from  Arkansas. 

The  first  year  school  was  held  in  the  old  log  building,  but 
by  the  next  term  a  new  frame  building  had  been  erected  and  more 
suitable  furnishings  were  installed.   This  new  building  was  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile  closer  to  the  Blackfoot  River,  down  the  canyon. 

During  the  thirty-one  years  of  operation,  the  Aldridge  School 
had  a  succession  of  teachers.   Some  are  included  in  the  following 
list,  but  possibly  not  in  the  order  they  taught: 


Miss  Korton 
Miss  Dial 
Mrs.  Plant 
Mr.  dinger 
Mrs.  Petersen 


Miss  Mclntire 
Miss  Firth 
Mrs.  Mattson 
Mr.  Purcell 


Miss  Van  Blaricom 
Mrs.  Heath 
Mr.  Davis 
Mr .  King 


The  following  students  attended  the  Aldridge  School 


Dick  Lockyer 
Frank  Jemmett 
George  Jemmett 
Alma  Jemmett 
Bill  Jemmett 
Verrill  Johnston 
Harvey  Taylor 
Joe  Thornley 
Elgin  Hardy 
Wallace  Hardy 
Charles  Petersen 
Eldon  Petersen 
Ellen  Manning 
Roy  Zeigler 
Darrell  Dial 
Bob  Dial 
Max  Webb 
Joann  Hensell 
Loris  Gough 
Anna  Purcell 
Murphy  Children 


Ted  Lockyer 
Eva  Jemmett 
Henry  Jemmett 
Joe  Jemmett 
Jean  Jemmett 
Horace  Johnston 
Ross  Stanley 
Alvin  Ferkins 
Orvil  Hardy 
Norma  Hardy 
Marie  Petersen 
Bill  Manning 
George  Manning 
Ford  Zeigler 
Elouise  Dial 
Betty  Dial 
Elva  Hensell 
Joan  Mattson 
Justin  Gough 
Ellen  Purcell 
Kunz  Children 


Maud  Lockyer 
Lois  Jemmett 
Leslie  Jemmett 
Paul  Jemmett 
Vessie  Johnston 
Ray  Johnston 
Carl  Thirber 
Earl  Ferkins 
Elva  Hardy 
Andrew  Petersen 
Letha  Petersen 
Edyth  Manning 
Paul  Manning 
Marvalee  Zeigler 
June  Dial 
Floy  Beasley 
Winnie  Hensell 
Carl  Mattson 
Cleone  Anderson 
Larry  Williams 


When  the  consolidation  with  Firth  closed  the  school,  the  people 
moved  from  the  hills.   Some  moved  to  Shelley,  Blackfoot,  Firth,  and 
Upper  Presto. 

This  meant  losing  the  Post  Office  and  inevitably  the  friendly 
little  community  died."11 

The  little  frame  school  house  still  stands  by  the  road.   If 
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only  it  could  talk,  what  tales  it  could  tell.   Its  appearance 
testifies  of  happier  years  in  the  past. 

FIRTH  HIGH  SCHOOL  FACULTY 

Priot  to  1922,  high  school  was  held  in  different  locations. 
The  upper  room  of  the  Basalt  School  was  where  Miss  0' Brian  taught 
classes  in  Hygiene,  English  and  Algebra.   In  1913-1914,  classes 
were  held  in  the  old  Firth  School.   High  school  credits  were 
given c   Other  classes  were  held  in  the  top  of  the  Ramsey  Build- 
ing.  Some  students  attended  classes  in  the  basement  of  the  Lut- 
heran Parsonage,  where  Ben  Boling  taught  Manual  Training.   Boling 
lived  in  the  house  west  of  the  lumber  company  in  Firth. 

1922: 

L.  F.  Ramsey 

Bert  Winchell 

Earl  Ramsey 

Lydia  Winkler,  Principal 

1923-1925: 

Earl  Ramsey,  Principal  and  History 

C.  D.  Bechtolt,  Agriculture 

Elaine  Wheeler,  English  and  Speech 

J.  V.  Williams,  Math  and  Coach 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 

Doris  Kane,  Home  Economics 

Harold  Bloomquist,  History  and  Science 

Mrs.  Harold  Bloomquist,  English 

Berniece  Boysen,  Language  and  Economics 

1926: 

Same  as  1925  except  Margaret  Duermer 

1927: 

In  this  year  the  school  paper,  "Cougar"  was  printed. 
Class  officers:   President,  Harold  Winschell,  Lola  Tufts 
Mabel  Bithell 
1927: 

Earl  Ramsey,  Principal 

Berniece  Boysen,  Language  and  Economics 

Harold  Bloomquist,  Science 

Mrs.  Harold  Bloomquist,  English 

J.  V.  Williams,  Math  and  Coach 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 


1928: 


Harold  Bloomquist,  Principal  and  History 
Helen  Thomas,  English 
H.  E.  Hansen,  Science 
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1929 


Melvina  Rowton,  Math 

Glenn  Merrill,  Athletics 

Vivian  Euster,  Shorthand  and  Typing 

C.  D.  Becktolt,  Agriculture 

Doris  Kane,  Home  Economics 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 


Harold  Bloomquist,  Principal  and  History 

Alvin  Morgan,  Social  Science 

Iola  Walsh,  Home  Economics 

Elmer  Hansen,  Science 

Vivian  Duster,  Commercial 

Helen  M.  Thomas,  Social  Studies 

C.  L.  Mink,  Agriculture 

Frances  C.  Moore,  English  and  Glee 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Band 

F.F.A.  officers:   President,  Rodney  Peterson;  Vice  President, 
LaMaun  Berg;  Secretary,  Marloy  Woo ton; 
Treasurer,  James  Stringham. 


1930: 


Mr.  Fallown,  Principal 

Al  Morgan,  History  and  Science 

Helen  Thomas,  Social  Science 

Frances  C.  Moore,  English 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 

Charlotte  Vellare,  Home  Economics 

C.  L.  Mink,  Agriculture 

Lorraine  Christensen,  P.E.  and  Math 

Elmer  Hansen,  Science 

Mr.  Merrill,  Coach 


1931: 


A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Lorraine  Christensen,  P.E.  and  Math 

Francis  Moore  or  Victor  Ashworth,  English 

Austin  Summers,  Agriculture 

Charlotte  Burkman  or  Miss  Bellaire,  Home  Economics 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 

Walter  Price,  Coach 

Norma  Werry,  Commercial 

Mr.  Merrill  may  still  have  been  coach. 


1932: 


A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Walter  Price,  Science,  Social 

Lorraine  Christensen,  Algebra 

Robert  Anderson,  Science 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 

Victor  M.  Ashworth,  English  and  Spelling 
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Norma  Werry,  Commercial 

Austin  B.  Summers,  Agriculture  and  Typing 


1933: 


1934 


A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Lorraine  Christensen,  Algebra  and  Geometry 

Austin  Summers,  Agriculture  and  Typing 

Walter  Price,  Coach  and  Social  Science 

R.  A.  Robbins,  Music 

Victor  M.  Ashworth,  English  and  Spanish 


A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Norma  Werry,  Business 

Lorraine  Christensen,  Algebra  and  Geometry 

Joseph  Thomas,  Chemistry  and  Biology 

Austin  Summers,  Agriculture  and  Typing 

Walter  Price,  Coach  and  Botany 

Mabel  Bithell,  History 

Mark  Halliday,  English 


1935-1936: 


A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Jay  S.  Halliday,  Coach  and  History 

Reed  Lewis,  Agriculture 

Ronald  Smith,  Music  and  Science 

Helen  Creaser,  Home  Economics 

Mary  Hawkes,  English 

Mr.  Hall,  Math 

Annie  Snow,  Orchestra  and  Typing 

1936-1937: 

A.  W.  Morgan,  Principal 

Eileen  Leonard,  Math 

Mary  Underwood,  Home  Economics 

J.  S.  Halliday,  Athletics  and  Social  Science 

Mary  Hawkes,  English 

Ron  Smith,  Science,  Math  and  Glee 

Annie  Snow,  Orchestra  and  Business 

Reed  Lewis,  Agriculture 

It  is  believed  that  this  was  the  last  year  Mr.  Morgan  taught 

1937-1938: 

Clifford  Evans,  Principal 

Lyle  Smith,  Coach 

Mary  Hawkes,  English 

Homer  Johnson,  Commercial 

Ingrad  Neilsen,  Band 

Ronald  Smith,  Chorus  and  Science 

Alta  Sorenson  (Mrs.  Homer  Johnson),  Home  Economics 


261 


1939 


Eileen  Leonard,  Math  and  P.E. 
C.  D.  Beltholt,  Agriculture 


Clifford  Evans,  Principal 

Lyle  Smith,  Coach 

Mary  Hawkes,  English 

Homer  Johnson,  Commercial 

Ingrad  Nielsen,  Band 

Ronald  Smith,  Chorus  and  Science 

Ellen  Leonard,  Math  and  P.E. 

Alta  Sorenson,  Home  Economics 

C.  D,  Beltholt,  Agriculture 

J.  S.  Halliday,  Math 


Firth  High  School  rated  superior  in  band  and  music  in  1939. 
In  1939  T.V.  was  introduced.   A  national  assembly  was  held 
in  Firth.   Mr.  Farnsworth,  the  inventor  of  T.V.  and  a  native 
Idahoan  visited  the  Firth  High  School. 

1940-1941: 

Clifford  Evans,  Principal 
Lyle  Smith,  Coach 
Bess  Gearhart,  English 
Homer  Johnson,  Commercial 
Ingrad  Nielsen,  Band 
Ronald  Smith,  Chorus  and  Science 
Alta  Sorenson,  Home  Economics 
C:  D.  Beltholt,  Agriculture 
J.  S.  Halliday,  Math 

The  music  department  of  this  year  was  exceptionally  good. 

1942-1943: 

Elmer  Randall,  Principal 

Mary  Hall,  Home  Economics 

Dorothy  Furchner,  Business 

Max  Snow,  Coach 

Ted  Home,  Science  and  Math 

Harmon  Toone,  Agriculture  and  Shop 

Joy  Gerharz,  Music 

Nathan  Hale,  Sociology  and  History 

Joyt  Palmer,  English  and  Speech 

1944-1945: 

Elmer  Randall,  Principal  and  Math 
Harmon  Toone,  Agriculture  and  Coach 
Frances  Harvey,  Home  Economics 
Daisy  Tucker,  Science  and  History 
Helen  Kimball,  Chemistry 
Donna  P.  Cannell,  English 
Polly  Ann  Fitch,  Commercial 
Raymond  Hansen,  Music 
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1946-1947: 


Harmon  Toone,  Principal 

Peggy  Lagos,  Home  Economics 

Glenn  Cannell 

Donna  Cannell,  English 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science  and  Math 

Norman  Whitney,  Music 

Polly  Ann  Fitch,  Commercial 


1947-1948 


Max  Snow,  Principal 

Ellis  Williams,  Coach  and  History 

Rea  Mad sen,  P.E. 

Norman  Whitney,  Music 

Peggy  Lagos,  Home  Economics 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science  and  Math 

1948  was  the  first  year  of  Seminary  in  Firth.   President, 
Neil  Baird;  Vice  President,  Ethel  Jean  Dial;  Historian, 
Arlyn  Christensen. 


1948-1949 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  H.  Hunt,  Principal 

Norman  Whitney,  Music 

Dallas  Petersen,  Math  and  Bookkeeping 

Rea  Madsen,  Commercial 

Ted  Heath,  P.E. 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science 

Dohl  Jorgensen,  English 

Peggy  Lagos,  Home  Economics 


1950: 


Consolidation  had  commenced  and  a  Superintendent  had  been  in- 
stalled.  This  same  year,  Senator  Glenn  Taylor  (the  actor) 
visited  the  Firth  High  School. 


1949-1950 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 
Goerge  H.  Hunt,  Principal 
Dean  Stienchert,  Music 
Ted  Heath,  P.E. 
Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 
Doreen  Neilsen,  Home  Economics 
Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science 
Dohl  Jorgensen,  English 
Dallas  Petersen,  Math 


1950-1951: 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 
George  H.  Hunt,  Principal 
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Lila  Cederberg,  Secretary 

Lloyd  Hayes,  P.E. 

Rea  Madsen,  Commercial 

Dean  Steinchert,  Music 

Homer  Adams,  History 

Dcreen  Neilsen,  Home  Economics 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science 

Dohl  Jorgensen,  English  and  Art 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

Forrest  Cordon,  English  and  Math 

1951-1952: 

Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal 

Lila  Cederberg,  Secretary 

Lloyd  Hayes,  P.E. 

Rea  Madsen,  Commercial 

Dean  Steinchert,  Music 

Doreen  Neilsen,  Home  Economics 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Science 

Dohl  Jorgensen,  English  and  Art 

Forrest:  Cordon,  English  and  Math 

1952-1953: 

Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal 

Helen  Casper,  Secretary 

Joe  Caldwell,  Coach 

Theo  N.  Mumford,  P.E.  and  Typing 

Forrest  Cordon,  English  and  Bookkeeping 

Dean  Jensen,  Music 

Rea  Madsen,  Home  Economics 

Dale  F.  Williamson,  Math  and  American  Government 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Physics  and  Science 

Charlotte  Cannon,  English 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

1953-1954: 

Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal 

June  Gee,  English  and  Speech 

Dean  Jensen,  Music 

Rea  Madsen,  Home  Economics 

Dale  Williamson,  Math  and  American  Government 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Physics  and  Science 

Charlotte  Cannon,  English 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 


1954: 


Joe  Cipolla,  Math 
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Elizabeth  Babcock,  Spanish,  English,  and  American  History 
Alice  Dunn,  Home  Economics 
Clark  Gardner,  Music 
Clifton  Laney,  English 


1955: 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal  and  History 

Darwin  Anderson,  Coach 

Joe  Cipolla,  Ball  Coach 

Clark  Gardner,  Music 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Bookkeeping  and  Biology 

Clifton  Laney,  English  and  Advisor 

Theo  Holbrook,  Typing  and  Shorthand 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 


1956: 


1957 


1958 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal 

Rea  Warren,  Home  Economics 

Clark  Gardner,  Music 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Bookkeeping  and  Biology 

Clifton  Laney,  English  and  Advisor 

Verle  Kidman,  Coach  and  Science 

Diantha  Messick,  P.E.  and  Shorthand 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture  and  Advertisement 

Genevive  Weatherston,  English,  Algebra  and  Advertisement 


Max  Snow,  Superintendent 

George  Hunt,  Principal 

Opal  McNutt,  Secretary 

Rea  Warren,  Home  Economics 

Ernest  Hale,  Music 

Verle  Kidman,  American  Government  and  P.E, 

Diantha  Messick,  Typing  and  Girls  P.E. 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Biology 

Joan  Cissel,  English  and  Library 

Forrest  Cordon,  General  Science 

Genevive  Weatherston,  Speech  and  English 


Clark  E.  Bell,  Superintendent 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Principal 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture  and  Shop 

Diantha  Messick,  Business  and  Typing 

Verle  Kidman,  Coach 

Ernest  Hale,  Music 

Forrest  Cordon,  Science 

Dee  Harris 


:65 


Howard  Moon,  English 

Mary  Cannon,  Home  Economics 

Dohi  Jorgensen,  English 


1959: 


Clark  E.  Bell,  Superintendent 

Eugene  Jorgensen,  Principal 

Helen  Bell,  Secretary 

Forrest  Cordon,  Speech  and  Bookkeeping 

Verie  Kidman,  Algebra  and  Geology 

Richard  Martin,  Music 

Diantha  Messick,  Shorthand  and  P.E. 

Hcward  Moon,  English 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

Rea  Warren,  Home  Economics 


1960: 


1961 


1962 


Clark  E.  Bell,  Superintendent  and  History 

Verle  Kidman,  Principal 

Helen  Bell,  Secretary 

Forrest  Cordon,  Speech  and  Bookkeeping 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Algebra  and  Government 

Richard  Martin,  Music 

Rose  Mary  Mickelsen,  Home  Economics 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

Howard  Moon,  English 

Diantha  Messick,  Typing  and  Shorthand 


Clark  E.  Bell,  Superintendent 

Verl  Kidman,  Principal 

Helen  Bell,  Secretary 

Forrest  Cordon,  History 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Algebra  and  Government 

Richard  Martin,  Music 

Diannha  Messick,  Typing  and  Shorthand 

Rose  Mary  Mickelsen,  Home  Economics 

Howard  Moon,  English 

Kenneth  Nungester,  Coach 

Sheldon  Proctor,  Government  and  P.E. 

Rose  Williams,  Home  Economics 


Ellis  Williams,  Superintendent 

Robert  D.  Freeman,  Principal 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

David  Lester,  Math  or  Science 

Don  Dayley,  Music 

Howard  Moon,  English 

Ron  Re  Kress,  Coach 

Mae  C.  Williams,  Home  Economics 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Agriculture  and  Government 
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1963 


Ellis  Williams,  Superintendent 

Robert  Freeman,  Principal 

Keith  Taylor,  Agriculture 

David  Lester,  Math 

Don  Dayley,  Music 

Ron  Kress,  Coach 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Agriculture  and  Government 

Howard  Moon,  English 

Mary  Osheck,  Commercial 

Donald  Rawlins,  Science 

John  Stoddart 

Boyd  Schweider 

Genevive  Weatherston 

Joe  Whitten 

Mae  Williams,  Home  Economics 


1964-1965 


Ellis  Williams,  Superintendent 

Robert  Freeman,  Principal 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Math 

Cordell  Fullmer,  Ind.  Arts 

Boyd  Schweider 

Ron  Kress,  Coach 

Mae  Williams,  Home  Economics 

Marvin  Yancey 

Ruth  Yost 

Joe  Whitten 

Ronald  Rawlins,  Science 


1966-1967: 


Duane  Handy,  Superintendent 

Boyd  Guerney,  Principal 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Math 

Genevive  Weatherston,  Lib. 

Vera  Bruegger,  English 

Kenneth  Nungester,  Commercial 

Kent  Burch,  Vocational  Agriculture 

Cordell  Fullmer,  Industrial  Arts 

Nancy  Copp,  English 

Beverly  Handy,  P.E. 

Stanley  Kress,  Guidance  and  Social  Studies 

Terrell  Jensen,  Coach,  P.E.  and  Geology 

Robert  Moore,  Science 

Gary  Dempsey,  Music 

Phyllis  Pearson,  Home  Economics 

Colleen  Petersen,  Spanish  and  German 

Judy  Crooks,  English 

Kenneth  Flygare,  Math  and  Chemistry 

Robert  Lamoreaux 
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1968-x969: 

Duane  Handy,  Superintendent 

Robert  Newell,  Principal 

Boyd  Schweider,  Science 

Lyle  Lindsay 

Norman  Lloyd 

Genevive  Weatherston,  Library 

Kenneth  Nungester,  Commercial 

Kent  Burch,  Agriculture 

Cordell  Fullmer,  Industrial  Arts 

Terrell  Jensen,  Coach  and  Geometry 

Phyllis  Pearson,  Home  Economics 

Kenneth  Flygare,  Math  and  Chemistry 

David  Butler,  Music 

Merle  Reynolds 

Lane  Smith 

Merrill  Lundberg 

Sharon  Tyrce 

Garth  Harker 

Del  Ray  Fielding 

Linda  LeBaron 

Rea  Warren 

Elaine  Prescott 

Adeline  Wicklund,  Secretary 

1969-1970: 

Boyd  Guerney,  Superintendent 

Kenneth  Flygare,  Principal 

Ccrdell  Fullmer,  Industrial  Arts 

Del  Ray  Fielding 

John  Dye 

Ronald  Duncan 

Kent  Burch 

Garth  Harker 

Lyle  Lindsay 

Sherman  Mecham 

Kenneth  Nungester 

Lane  Smith 

Rea  Warren,  P.E. 

Merle  Reynolds 

1970-1971: 

Robert  Freeman,  Superintendent 

Lamar  Edrington,  Principal 

Gary  Larsen 

Anna  Marie  Andrew 

Kent  Burch,  Agriculture 

H.  Douglas  Byington 

Judy  Dawson,  Music 

Ronald  Duncan,  English  and  German 
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M.  John  Dye,  Speech 

Del  Ray  Fielding,  Geometry 

Cordell  Fullmer,  Arts 

Harding  Gibbs 

Leslie  Geehan 

Garth  Harker,  American  History  and  Government 

Mary  Dawn  High,  English  and  Social  Studies 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Algebra  and  Chemistry 

Sherman  Mecham,  P.E.  and  Social  Studies 

Sandra  Messick,  Home  Economics 

Kenneth  Nungester,  Typing  and  Shorthand 

Merle  Reynolds,  Science  and  Biology 

Lane  Smith,  Junior  English 

Rea  Warren,  P.E. 

Genevive  Weather ston,  Librarian 

L.  Dean  Westenskow,  Junior  Science 

Eva  Nelson,  Aide 


1971-1972: 


Stanley  Kress,  Superintendent 

Robert  Freeman,  Principal 

Kent  Burch,  Agriculture 

Carol  Call,  Western  History 

Judy  Dawson,  Music 

Ronald  Duncan,  English  and  German 

Del  Ray  Fielding,  Geometry 

Cordell  Fullmer,  Draftins  and  Woodwork 

Garth  Harker,  American  History  and  Government 

Mary  Dawn  High,  Jr.  English  and  Social  Studies 

Sidney  Jensen,  Journalism  and  Speech 

Gary  Larsen,  English 

Lyle  Lindsay,  Algebra  and  Chemistry 

Sherman  Mecham,  P.E.  and  Boys  Social  Studies 

Sandra  Messick,  Home  Economics 

William  Messick,  Vocational  Occupations 

Kenneth  Nungester,  Typing  and  Shorthand 

Anthony  Paul,  Junior  Math 

Merle  Reynolds,  Science  and  Biology 

Wayne  Simmons,  Counselor  and  Psysiology 

Lane  Smith,  Junior  English 

John  Taggart,  Special  Education 

Rea  Warren,  Girls  P.E. 

Genevive  Weatherston,  Librarian 

Dean  Westenskow,  Junior  Science 

Eva  Nelson,  Aide13 
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SCHOOLS  -  PERSONNEL 

JOHN  MEEK  AND  DONNA  RIENKUIST 

John's  elementary  schooling  was  in  Lehi,  Utah.   John  came  from 
Lehi  to  Firth  in  1965.   He  received  his  Bachelors  Degree  from 
B.Y.U.,  where  he  taught  for  two  years.   He  received  his  Master's 
Degree  from  Utah  State  University.   John  served  in  the  R.O.T.C.  in 
the  Air  Force  Division,  where  he  worked  and  received  his  pilot  and 
commercial  license.   At  present,  he  is  a  local  commander  of  the 
Wolverine  Squadron  of  Council  of  Air  Patrol.   He  is  a  past  presi- 
dent of  the  Firth  Lions  Club,  where  he  has  been  a  member  for  six 
years. 

John  sought  other  positions,  but  reconsidered  and  returned  to 
Firth.   He  Principal  of  the  Firth  Elementary  School.   This  is  the 
fourth  year  for  John  as  Principal. 

John  married  Donna  Rienkuist,  who  has  a  Bachelors  Degree  from 
B.Y.U.   Donna  has  taught  in  Firth  Elementary  School  while  living 
here,   Beth  John  and  Donna  are  converts  to  the  L.D.S.  Church. 
John  filled  a  mission  to  the  North  Central  States.   His  hobbies 
are  flying  and  photography.   Donna  likes  to  sew  and  bake. 

John  has  had  many  harrowing  experiences  while  flying.   His 
landing  in  Utah  Lake  was  a  narrow  escape.   All  members  were  res- 
cued.  John's  knowledge  of  planes  has  come  to  his  rescue  in  many 
experiences. 

The  Meeks  have  two  girls:   Rebecca  L.  and  Margie. 

HARDING  GIBBS  AND  LENNA  CHRISTENSEN 

Harding  and  Lenna  came  from  the  Rose  area  to  Basalt  in  1941. 
Harding  had  taught  school  since  1928.   He  had  thirty-three  years 
of  teaching  experience  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1971. 
He  has  been  Principal  of  Independent  District  #45  in  Basalt,  and 
was  also  Principal  of  the  Goshen  School. 

Before  the  Basalt  School  burned  in  1958,  the  small  schools 
had  been  consolidated.   After  the  new  elementary  building  was 
finished  in  Firth,  consolidation  was  completed.   Harding  started 
teaching  in  Firth  in  1960. 

In  May,  1971,  at  the  time  of  Harding's  retirement,  he  was 
presented  a  great  honor.   The  Junior  High  School  was  given  the 
name  of  HARDING  GIBBS  JUNIOR  HIGH ,  commemorating  the  many  years 
he  has  taught  and  supervised  in  the  junior  high  school.   Harding 
was  awarded  several  gifts  at  the  time.   A  lovely  wallet  from 
P.T.H,,  a  gold  watch  from  the  band,  and  the  music  department 
sang  and  dedicated  to  him  the  song,  'Gallant  Men'.   He  was  given 
the  honor  to  present  the  diplomas  to  the  high  school  graduates 
of  1971.   This  graduating  class  gave  Harding  a  Treasure  Chest. 

Harding  was  born  in  Portage,  Utah.   His  early  life  and 
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schooling  was  in  Marsh  Valley.   He  graduated  from  the  McCammon 
High  School,   He  is  a  graduate  of  Idaho  State  University  in  Poc- 
atello.   He  took  summer  classes  and  extension  classes  from  Ricks 
College  and  B.Y.U.   During  all  the  years  he  has  lived  in  Basalt, 
Harding  has  farmed  while  teaching  school.   He  built  a  beautiful 
home  on  his  forty  acres  east  of  Basalt  near  Sand  Creek.   Harding 
has  been  on  the  Town  Board  when  he  lived  in  the  Basalt  townsite. 
He  was  Counselor  to  Earl  Tew  and  Ross  Berg.   He  served  as  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent  for  several  years,  and  as  Senior  Aaronic 
and  Genealogical  Supervisor  for  years,  all  for  the  L.D.S.  Church. 

Lenna  came  from  a  musical  family,  and  had  a  good  under- 
standing of  music.   She  served  as  Music  Director  in  many  Ward 
positions  where  she  has  lived.   She  also  served  in  many  other  re- 
sponsible positions,  as  Primary  President,  Ward  Chorister,  and  as 
Genealogical  Chairman  for  four  years. 

Lenna  was  born  in  Randolph,  Utah.   Her  early  schooling  was 
in  McCammon.   She  graduated  from  high  school  in  Pocatello,  and 
from  the  school  of  nursing  in  the  Saint  Anthony  Hospital  in  Poca- 
tello, as  a  Registered  Nurse.   Lenna  had  always  kept  her  nurses 
certificate  current  and  has  had  many  private  nursing  positions. 

After  Lenna  and  Harding  were  married  he  taught  in  Swan  Val- 
ley.  They  moved  from  Swan  Valley  to  Rose,  then  to  Firth  in  1941. 

Lenna  and  Harding  have  four  girls  and  one  boy:   Dareen,  who 
is  a  school  teacher  in  the  Firth  Elementary  School.   She  is  mar- 
ried to  H.  Von  Mortensen,  and  they  live  in  Firth.   Kirstine  mar- 
ried Rodney  Clark  and  he  teaches  school  in  Liberty,  Utah.   Kir- 
stine is  an  accomplished  organist  and  teaches  music.   Schoene, 
deceased.   Vonise,  the  youngest  girl  has  graduated  from  Ricks  Col- 
lege.  She  left  for  a  mission  to  Colombia,  South  America  in  Jan- 
uary, 1972.   Leslie,  the  only  boy,  married  Dixie  Bryner.   They 
live  in  Salt  Lake  City  where  Leslie  is  employed  by  the  Utah  Power 
and  Light  Company.   He  works  as  a  computer  operator  and  is  at- 
tending school.   Leslie  served  four  years  in  the  Air  Force. 

All  the  children  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School,  and 
the  girls  all  graduated  from  college. 

Harding  and  Lenna  have  five  grandchildren.   Lenna  died  in 
1960.   Harding  lived  neighbors  to  Irene  Eaton,  who  had  buried  her 
husband  several  years  ago.   Harding  and  Irene  were  married  in 
1967,  and  lived  in  the  Harding  home,   Irene  rented  her  home. 
Irene  passed  away  in  December,  1971.   Harding  is  now  alone. 

ROBERT  D.  FREEMAN  AND  JANICE  RAPPHS 

The  Freemans  came  to  Firth  in  1962.   He  attended  college  at 
B.Y.U.  and  I.S.U.   Janice  attended  one  year  of  college.   The  Fre- 
emans were  here  from  1962  to  1965,  and  then  they  moved  to  Grace 
and  taught  there  until  1971.   Robert  is  the  Principal  in  Firth. 
He  was  Principal  of  the  Grace  Junior  High. 
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The  Freemans  have  four  children:   Rocky,  Pauline  and  Kent  all 
attend  the  Firth  schools.   Lance  is  the  baby  and  is  at  home. 

Janice  is  Chairman  of  the  Beautif ication  Committee  of  Firth 
for  the  year  1972  t   The  committee  is  anxious  to  clean  up  the  town 
and  plant  some  trees.   A  fund  raising  dinner  was  held  March  11, 
1972,  to  obtain  funds  to  buy  supplies  and  plants. 

ARLEY  W.  JOHNSON 

Arley's  father,  Swen  F.  Johnson,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land 
north  of  Cambridge,  later  called  Virginia.   Martina,  his  mother,  had 
travelled  with  her  family,  and  several  other  families,  from  Salt 
Lake  City  to  Downey  in  1898. 

Arley  was  born  in  a  small,  two  room  log  house  on  this  new 
acreage.   Later,  the  father  moved  to  Downey  to  be  a  Clerk  in  the 
W\  Ac  Hyde  Mercantile.   Here,  at  Downey,  Arley  received  his  elemen- 
tary and  high  school  education,  graduating  in  1924. 

In  1925,  Arley  enrolled  at  Albion  Normal.   He  was  a  member  of 
the  football  team  and  also  a  member  of  the  music  and  drama  clubs. 
The  next  year  he  taught  at  Marsh  Valley,  District  //4 ,  where  all 
eight  grades  were  in  one  room,  numbering  between  twelve  to  six- 
teen children. 

After  teaching  here  for  several  years,  he  moved  to  a  two 

room  school  in  Treasureton,  Idaho,  and  taught  grades  four  through 

eight.   He  was  also  Principal.   He  spent  seven  years  there,  then 
moved  to  Egin,  which  had  a  three  room  school  house. 

After  five  years  his  wife,  LeOra,  expressed  a  desire  to  be 
closer  to  Idaho  Falls.   The  Johnsons  moved  to  Kimball  in  1941,  for 
just  a  short  time.   In  1942  he  was  offered  the  job  as  Principal 
of  the  Firth  school.   While  in  Firth,  Mr.  Johnson  saw  many  changes 
in  the  faculty.   Many  teachers  remained  several  years,  others  but 
a  year  or  two. 

Mr.  Johnson  retired  about  1966.   He  and  his  wife  have  a  lovely 
heme  in  Pocatello,  Idaho. 

He  was  a  good  image  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  Firth  Ele- 
mentary School,  who  were  steered  by  his  hand  for  twenty-five  years. 

ARLIN  TAYLOR  AND  LORRAINE  BROADHEAD 

Arlin  was  raised  in  Kimball  and  he  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School.   Arlin  was  the  son  of  the  early  families  of  Davis'  and  Jor- 
gensens.   His  father,  James  B.  Taylor  came  to  the  area  in  1904. 
He  was  a  pioneer  to  the  Kimball  area  and  helped  build  the  old  Kim- 
ball Church  that  was  dismantled.   He  also  helped  get  a  school  and 
the  corrals  and  roads  built  in  his  little  community.  Mr.  Taylor 
has  passed  away.   His  90th  birthday,  October  19,  1968,  was  a  gala 
event . 

Arlin  spent  five  years  in  the  U.  S.  Army.   He  married 
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Lorraine  Broadhead.   Lorraine  graduated  from  Thomas  High  School  and 
laahc  State  University  in  Pocatello.   Lorraine  taught  school  in 
Kimball  from  1939  to  1943;  in  Blackfoot  from  1943  to  1946;  in  Kim- 
ball from  1947  to  1948.   She  has  taught  school  in  Firth  since  1958. 

Arlin  and  Lorraine's  children  are:   Kathleen,  who  was  in  the 
top  ten  in  her  class.   She  is  a  Junior  at  B.Y.U.   Kenneth  is  a  mis- 
sionary in  New  Zealand.   He  enjoyed  playing  basketball  while  in 
high  school.   Mary  Lou  was  President  of  F.H.A.  in  Firth.   She  now 
teaches  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Coralee  is  a  sophomire  in  Firth  High 
School. 

The  Taylor  family  are  music  lovers.   Most  of  the  children 
played  instruments  in  the  band.   All  were  graduates  of  Firth  High 
School. 

ERVIN  CHRISTENSEN  -  LUCY  DAVIS  (DECEASED)  -  ESTHER  THORNTON 

Chris  A.  Christensen  and  Venna  M.  Frongner  never  knew  their 
sen,  Ervin,  who  was  born  to  them  in  1899,  would  become  a  teacher. 
Teachers  are  made,  some  are  born  with  an  inclination  or  perhaps  a 
desire  that  impels  them  to  gain  higher  knowledge,  but  the  actual 
experience  is  what  makes  good  teachers. 

Ervin  was  a  product  of  Basalt  and  Firth  schooling.   He  is  a 
graduate  of  Ricks  College  and  has  had  many  extension  classes  from 
B.Y.U.   He  has  been  a  dedicated,  life  long  teacher. 

His  parents  built  a  home  just  across  the  big  canal  east  of 
Basalt.   Eldon  Harding  has  the  place  now. 

Ervin  married  Lucy  Davis,  a  daughter  of  George  Albert  and 
Emma  Rice  Christensen,  another  early  family.   Ervin  and  Lucy 
farmed  in  Fort  Hall  for  nine  years,  always  with  the  desire  to  get 
more  training.   He  spent  three  years  in  a  sawmill  in  Emmet t. 
While  there,  he  attended  school  in  the  evenings. 

They  bought  a  home  in  Goshen,  where  they  stayed  a  short  time. 
Darrell  Cook  bought  them  out. 

Ervin  taught  his  first  year  in  Victor.   He  came  to  Firth  Ele- 
mentary in  1933.   He  was  Principal  of  District  #4  for  four  years. 
He  was  Principal  at  Jameston  three  years.   At  Fort  Hall  he  was 
Principal  for  seven  years.   While  in  Blackfoot,  he  taught  Science, 
Library,  and  Modern  Math  for  twenty-five  years. 

Ervin  has  retired  now  from  teaching,  but  not  from  work.   Lucy 
died  in  1940.   Ervin  and  Lucy's  children  are:   Leah  Price  of  Idaho 
Falls;  Lynn  J.  who  was  an  Air  Force  Instructor.   He  was  a  missionary. 
He  is  married,  and  is  presently  living  in  Chicago  where  he  is  an 
engineer.   Jean  Thurston  served  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church. 
Her  husband  is  a  Reclamation  Engineer.   They  live  in  Provo,  Utah. 
Theda  is  a  music  student  in  Sacramento,  California. 

In  1942  Ervin  married  Esther  Thornton,  whose  parents  were 
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William  and  Esther  Swift  Thornton  from  Utah.   Ervin  filled  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Northern  States.   Their  children  are:   Art  W. ,  who  is 
a  teacher  in  Delta,  Utah.   He  teaches  math,  art  and  speech.   He 
filled  a  mission.   Kelley  is  a  graduate  of  B.Y.U.  and  lives  in 
Rockford.   Dale  filled  a  mission  and  is  presently  a  teacher  in 
Boston  College.   Kay  is  attending  Ricks.   Kelsey  is  a  flyer  and  a 
repairman.   Carl  B.  is  a  Junior  in  Snake  River  High  School. 

Ervin  was  a  Stake  Mission  President  while  in  the  Shelley 
Stake. 

Ervin  is  healthy  and  hearty  at  the  age  of  72.   He  is  pre- 
sently retired.   He  taught  school  thirty-nine  years.   He  and  his 
family  live  in  Rockford,  Idaho. 

Ervin  is  helping  Joe  Daggard,  a  rancher,  who  runs  300-400 
head  of  cattle.   Ervin  rode  on  the  round-up  with  Joe  this  year, 
near  Palisades  and  Swan  Valley.   He  said  he  was  a  bit  stiff,  but 
nothing  serious.   Ervin  was  more  impressed  with  the  intense 
coloring  of  the  mountains  than  he  was  concerned  about  being  cold 
and  tired.   The  dry  farms  with  the  deep  furrows  laced  with  new 
sncw,  the  patches  of  green  fall  grain  with  the  brown  earth  of 
plowed  fields  between  yellow  stubble  of  cut  grain  fields,  against 
a  background  of  high  mountains  was  so  picturesque.   Ervin  re- 
marked that  it  looked  like  Paul  Bunyon's  paint  brush. 

JOHN  AND  RUTH  BERG 

Ruth  was  raised  in  Holbrook,  a  town  near  Malad,  Idaho,  and 
attended  high  school  in  Preston.   She  is  a  graduate  of  Ricks 
College.   She  taught  one  year  in  Marysville,  and  one  year  in 
Ashton  before  coming  to  Firth,  where  she  has  taught  for  12  yearc, 

John  and  Ruth's  children  are:   J.  Barry,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Pratt.   He  is  a  coach  in  Dubois.   Kenneth  attended  Ricks 
and  I.S.U.   He  is  married  to  Donna  Clark  of  Shelley.   He  be- 
longs to  the  National  Guard  Reserve  and  is  employed  by  Idaho 
Supreme.   Tracy  is  attending  Ricks  College.   Rebecca  Jo  is  a 
senior  in  Firth  High  School.   All  the  children  are  graduates  of 
Firth  High  School. 

Ruth  resumed  her  teaching  after  her  family  was  an  account- 
able age.   She  pioneered  Remedial  Reading  in  Firth,  and  taught 
it  for  six  years.   Ruth  is  teaching  at  present. 

John  attended  school  in  Basalt  and  Firth.   He  attended  one 
year  at  Carol  College  in  Helena,  Montana.   He  managed  the  Mid- 
land Elevator  in  Shelley  for  twenty  years  until  retirement.   At 
present  he  is  a  night  dispatcher  in  the  Sheriff's  office  in 
Blackfoot. 

The  Bergs  bought  their  home  from  Midland  Elevator  Company 
who  had  owned  it.   Mr.  Fisher  lived  in  the  home  for  many.   The 
land  that  the  home  was  built  on  was  part  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth 
homestead.   The  Bergs  have  rebuilt  part  of  the  home.   All  the 
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boys  and  John  have  received  many  honors  for  their  activities  in 
athletics. 

EUGENE  AND  TRUE  HANNY  FARRAR 

Eugene  and  True  lived  in  her  mother's  (Florence  Hanny)  home  for 
some  time.   Later,  the  Farrars  bought  land  from  Dallas  Peterson  in 
the  sand  country.   True  and  Eugene  worked  on  their  home,  adding  to, 
and  expanding  until  they  have  a  commodious  home  with  attractive 
yards.   They  have,  indeed,  made  the  'desert  blossom  as  the  rose'. 
Eugene  was  manager  of  Snake  River  Canal  for  many  years.   He  is  now 
a  maintenance  man  for  the  Idaho  Highways. 

True's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Dye  who  was  one  of 
the  first  people  to  settle  in  Firth. 

True  has  been  Librarian  of  the  Firth  Elementaty  School  for 
four  years.   She  acquired  her  education  after  high  school  gradua- 
tion from  Firth,  from  night  classes  from  B.Y.U.  Adult  Education 
Center  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Eugene  and  True  have  five  children:   Reed,  who  does  research 
for  General  Motors  in  Detroit,  Michigan.   He  is  in  the  Army 
Reserve.   Keith  works  for  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  in  Idaho 
Falls.   Darrell  is  a  truck  driver.   He  has  been  in  the  Army. 
Janice  is  a  secretary  for  an  insurance  company.   Beverly  is  with 
her  husband  in  the  Air  Force  in  Texas. 

LLOYD  FRANDSEN  AND  LUMMY  SPEAS 

Lloyd  and  Lummy  were  married  in  1932.   Lloyd  filled  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Central  States  from  the  Basalt  Ward  before  his  mar- 
riage.  Lummy  attended  elementary  school  in  Woodville  and  gradu- 
ated from  Shelley  High  School.   Llcyd  and  Lummy  kept  college 
boarders  in  Logan  to  help  Lloyd  through  school.   He  attended 
U.S.U.  and  majored  in  education.   He  started  teaching  in  1935 
in  Basalt.   He  has  taught  at  Midway,  Shelley  and  Blackfoot. 
Lloyd  has  served  on  the  Town  Board  and  worked  in  Stake  and  Ward 
positions.   Lloyd  is  interested  in  history  and  literature. 

Lummy  has  been  a  devoted  mother.   She  has  a  talent  in 
speech  and  drama.   She  has  served  in  the  M.I. A.,  Primary,  Relief 
Society  and  Stake  Relief  Society. 

The  Frandsens  built  a  house  in  Basalt.   Later,  Lloyd  bought 
land  near  the  Goshen  Road.   It  was  the  Peterson  homestead.   The 
Frandsens  belong  to  the  Goshen  Ward,  and  wherever  they  have  lived 
they  have  been  an  asset  to  the  community. 

Lloyd  has  been  teaching  school  for  many  years. 

The  Frandsen  children  are:   LaMar,  who  is  an  advisor  to 
foreign  students.   Rulon  is  a  district  manager  for  a  life  insur- 
ance company  in  Colorado.   Earl  K.  works  for  American  Oil.   Ken 
is  manager  of  a  T.V.  station  in  Hailey.   Ronald  is  in  high  school. 
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Karen  is  a  beautiful  seamstress.   She  has  been  active  in  4-H  for 
seven  years.   She  plays  the  piano.   All  the  boys  competed  in  Nat- 
ional Contests  in  speech.   Four  of  the  boys  filled  missions. 

WAYNE  BAIRD  AND  ISABELLE  GRANGE 

Wayne  is  the  oldest  son  of  Asa  and  Winifred  Baird.   He  mar- 
ried Isabelle  Grange,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Franklin  C.  and  Mary 
I.  Weibye  Grange.   She  attended  school  in  Huntington,  Utah.   She 
received  her  B.S.  degree  from  B.Y.U. 

Wayne's  main  objective  was  to  make  a  home  for  his  family. 
He  attended  Firth  High  School.   Farming  was  his  profession. 
Wayne  and  Isabelle  bought  a  farm  east  and  north  of  Firth.   The 
house  was  inadequate  and  the  soil  sandy,  but  with  the  energy  and 
ingenuity  of  two  determined  people,  they  toiled,  saved,  remodeled 
and  subdued  until  they  have  a  sizeable  investment.   At  the  time 
of  this  writing,  the  Bairds  have  a  modern,  comfortable  home  and 
much  of  the  land  has  been  improved. 

Wayne  works  in  potato  processing  when  not  farming.   Isa- 
belle has  taught  school  in  Shelley  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 
The  Bairds  and  their  family  have  the  church  as  their  hobby. 

Their  children  are:   Marjorie  Cleverly,  who  is  a  Registered 
Nurse  in  Idaho  Falls.   Nelma  lives  in  Idaho  Falls  and  has  awards 
from  her  4-H  and  music  activities.   Leona  Cook  is  a  Registered 
Nurse  in  Wheton,  Illinois.   She  has  been  active  in  4-H  and  also 
studied  music.   Bonnie  Durrant  lives  in  Everett,  Washington. 
She  graduated  from  U.S.U.  and  works  for  the  F.B.I.  in  Washington, 
D.C.  Merna  Lindley  lives  in  Shelley,  Idaho.   She  is  active  in 
4-H  and  music.   Berva  D.  Griffin  attended  Ricks  College  and 
works  for  the  F.B.I,  in  Washington,  D.C.   Aleata  Baird  is  on  a 
mission  in  Arizona.   Calvin  W.  Baird  is  in  the  National  Guard. 
He  attended  Ricks  College.   NaDine  Baird  is  at  home.   She  has 
won  awards  in  F.H.A.  and  music. 

Isabelle  earned  a  State  Degree  in  F.H.A.  Calvin  has  re- 
ceived Future  Farmers  awards  and  a  State  Degree,  presented  by 
the  National  Future  Farmers  of  America  in  Kansas  City  in  1971. 

GLADYS  NILSSON  ESPLIN 

Gladys  was  born  in  Alberta,  Canada.   Both  her  parents  were 
musical.   Her  parents  moved  to  Iona,  where  Gladys  attended  her 
third  year  of  grade  school.   She  graduated  from  the  eighty 
grade  in  Basalt,  and  from  high  school  in  Firth  in  1924. 

Her  father  rented  Lillee  Jorgensen's  place,  where  Holms 
live. 

Gladys  attended  Ricks  College  and  B.Y.U.   She  played  the 

organ  and  sang  in  groups.  She  taught  her  first  year  when  she 

was  eighteen  years  old,  in  Swan  Valley.   Gladys  taught  several 

years  before  her  marriage,  then  started  teaching  again  after 
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the  children  were  raised.   She  had  three  children,  one  died.   Dean 
is  a  teacher  in  Shelley  Jr.  High,  and  Joyce  is  a  graduate  nurse, 
who  lives  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada. 

Gladys  was  teaching  in  Basalt  when  the  school  burned  down  in 
1958.   She  was  transferred  to  Goshen  to  teach  the  fourth  grade. 
There  was  no  school  bus,  and  the  roads  were  not  kept  open.   She 
walked  from  Uoodville  to  Taysom,  where  she  taught  for  three  years. 

Gladys  had  boys  in  her  class  as  old  as  she.   One  boy  had 
flunked  at  seventeen  years  of  age.   She  encouraged  him  to  study 
and  he  finally  received  his  diploma.   She  had  to  be  janitor,  nurse, 
and  teacher.   She  had  nine  weeks  of  Normal  Instruction  after  a 
year  of  college.   She  worked  thirty-five  years  to  be  a  college 
graduate,  and  accomplished  the  task  in  1970. 

OTHELLO  CHRISTENSEN  AND  VITA  CRIDDLE 

Vita  was  born,  raised,  and  schooled  in  Basalt.   She  attended 
school  in  Idaho  Falls,  I.S.U.,  Ricks  and  B.YoU.   Her  father, 
Charles  Criddle,  was  an  influential  man  in  Basalt.   He  was  Post 
Master  for  years  and  owned  a  business  there. 

Vita  received  her  degree  in  education  and  has  taught  school 
for  twenty-one  years  in  the  Basalt-Firth  area.   She  taught  her 
first  year  in  Taylor.   She  started  teaching  in  Basalt  in  1925. 

She  married  Othello  Christensen,  formerly  of  Basalt,  who  is 
the  son  of  Ezra  Christensen  and  a  brother  to  Cortez  Christensen. 
After  Othello  and  Vita  were  married,  they  lived  on  the  hill  above 
Goshen,  and  later  west  of  Sand  Creek.   Then,  they  bought  the  place 
they  are  now  on,  east  of  Sand  Creek.   Jake  Bragger  homesteaded 
this  place. 

Othello  has  worked  with  stock  all  his  life.   He  buys,  sells 
and  fattens  cattle.   He  graduated  from  Shelley  High  School  and 
Ricks  College. 

Othello  does  some  farming,  mostly  feed  and  pasture.   The 
Christensens  have  seen  the  Sand  Creek  on  the  rampage,  and  have 
suffered  financially  from  it's  turbulence,  especially  in  the 
spring  thaws,  when  their  land  was  inundated,  sometimes  for  days. 
The  reservoirs  in  the  high  mountains  are  preventing  much  of  the 
flooding  of  former  years.   Those  farmers  bordering  Sand  Creek  can 
verify  this. 

Their  children  are:   Gerald,  who  was  in  the  Navy  and  is  mar- 
ried to  Kathy  Scott  of  Pocatello.   Coral  served  a  mission  in  Cali- 
fornia and  is  married  to  Sterling  Cheney  of  Goshen.   Ethel  M.  mar- 
ried Niel  McSpadden,  and  they  live  in  Terreton.   She  has  received 
awards  in  4-H.   Anita  married  Earl  Wooley,  who  teaches  Chemistry 
at  B.Y.U.   She  received  awards  in  4-H.   L.  David  has  a  degree  from 
B.Y.U.  and  lives  in  Pocatello.   He  was  a  missionary  in  Texas  and 
has  won  a  trip  to  Saint  Louis  in  F.F.A.   Two  of  Othello  and  Vita's 
children  died.   They  have  seventeen  grandchildren. 
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MRS.  BILL  ADAMEK 

Mr t  and  Mrs.  Adamek  came  to  Goshen  in  1948,  where  they  opera- 
ted a  store,   Mrs.  Adamek  also  taught  school  in  Goshen  for  five 
years.   In  1951  the  Adameks  moved  to  Firth  where  Bill  operated  the 
Firth  Grocery,  where  'Stop  and  Shop'  is  today. 

Mrs.  Adamek  taught  in  Riverview  from  1953  until  1960.   In 
1960,  after  the  new  elementary  school  was  finished,  Mrs.  Adamek 
taught  fourth  grade  there  until  1966.   Mr.  Adamek  operated  the 
Western  Auto  store  in  Blackfoot,  and  Mrs.  Adamek  commuted  to  Firth 
where  she  taught  in  the  Junior  High  from  1968  to  1969. 

Mrs.  Adamek  is  now  employed  at  West  Center  Elementary  in 
Blackfoot, 

The  Adameks  have  two  children:   Philip,  who  is  in  the  Con- 
struction Engineers  for  the  National  Guard.   Linda  Fish  lives  in 
Aberdeen.   The  Adameks  have  three  grandchildren. 

ANDREW  H.  JOHNSON  AND  ROSE  MOORE 

Andrew  came  from  pioneer  stock  from  both  his  father,  Howard 
E. ,  and  his  mother,  Hllma  Inglestrom.   Andrew  lived  the  life  of 
a  frontier  family  and  knew  the  hardships  of  manual  labor.   An- 
drew received  his  Bachelor's  Degree  from  U.S.U.  in  1944,  his 
M.S.  in  1950,  and  did  post  graduate  work,   He  married  Rose  Moore 
in  1927c   Andrew's  father,  Howard,  was  Manager  of  the  Snake  River 
Irrigation  District  in  Shelley,  Idaho.   Howard  was  also  a  foreman 
and  car  inspector  for  O.S.L.  and  U.P.  Railroad  in  Pocatello. 

Taken  from  Who's  Who  In  The  West:   "Andrew  was  an  Educa- 
tional Administrator  in  Hamer ,  Idaho  from  1927  to  1928;  Wapello, 
1928-1935;  Basalt,  1935-1939;  Bingham  County  Superintendent,  1939- 
1953;  Marsh  Valley  Superintendent  of  Schools,  1953.   He  had  ex- 
tension study  in  U.S.U.,  1947-1954;  extension  at  Idaho  State  Col- 
lege, 1955.   The  Johnsons  owned  the  A  &  W  Root  Beer  Stand  and 
Chief  Motel  in  Blackfoot  in  1959.   Andrew  was  candidate  for  U. 
S.  Representative,  2nd  District  of  Idaho  in  1950.   He  was  State 
Superintendent  of  Schools  in  1958.   Andrew,  along  with  his  many 
other  duties,  belonged  to  the  Idaho  Education  Association,  and 
the  National  Education  Association.   He  was  active  in  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints  all  his  life." 

Andrew  and  Rose  had  a  family  of  five.   The  children  are: 
Raeola  Sorenson,  who  lives  in  Arizona.   Juanita  Olson  (deceased), 
Donna  Baugh  lives  in  California.   Robert  lives  in  Pocatello. 
He  served  his  country  from  1961  to  1967.   Roma  Knudson,  who  lives 
in  California. 

GEORGE  CEDERBERG  AND  MARY  FREDERICKSEN 

Mary  was  born  and  schooled  in  Lewisville,  Idaho.  She  atten- 
ded Albion  Normal  for  one  year,  and  received  a  first  grade  teach- 
ing certificate.   She  taught  for  three  years  in  Lewisville  after 
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she  married  George  Cederberg,  son  of  Gustave  Wilhelms  and  Elsa 
Cederberg  of  Riverview.   George  and  Mary  farmed  in  Riverview  in 
1925.   Their  first  home  was  north  of  the  Riverview  Cemetery.   It 
was  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive  bungalow  type  home.   George's 
farm  joined  his  brother  William's  farm.   William  and  George  mar- 
ried sisters,  Mary  and  Ebba  Fredericksen. 

George  was  a  diversified  farmer.   He  raised  wheat,  hay, 
potatoes  and  livestock.   George  and  Bill  exchanged  farm  labor, 
and  Ebba  and  Mary  worked  in  various  organizations  together.   Mary 
had  served  on  the  Election  Board  for  ever  thirty-nine  years.   She 
was  on  the  board  when  Roosevelt  was  elected  in  1932.   She  was 
Secretary  of  the  Farm  Bureau  approximately  ten  years,  and  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Firth  Women's  Missionary  Council  since  1935. 
Mary  still  keeps  up  with  her  church  obligations.   She  takes  care 
of  the  Birthday  Offerings  for  the  Assembly  of  God  Church.   This 
is  used  to  support  foreign  missionaries  of  the  church. 

Eight  years  ago,  Mary  fell  and  broke  the  head  of  the  feamor 
bone  in  her  hip.   She  had  been  in  Lena  Slayton's  home,  the  lights 
were  not  on,  she  tripped  on  the  steps  and  landed  on  the  cement 
walk.   She  was  disabled  for  a  long  time,  but  has  recovered  much 
sooner  than  the  doctor  expected.   Mary  gets  around  and  can  drive 
her  car  for  short  distances. 

George  and  Mary  have  twe  children  living:   Lila,  who  mar- 
ried Joe  Oleson.   The  Olesons  spend  the  summers  in  the  mountains 
with  cattle,  and  the  winters  are  in  their  home  in  Wapello. 
George  Kay  married  Mavis  Taylor  from  Oklahoma.   Kay  works  with 
computers  for  the  A.E.C.   He  was  transferred  to  Idaho  Nuclear, 
which  is  Aerojet  Nuclear  at  present,  a  few  years  ago. 

George  died  in  1956.   Mary  rents  the  farmland  to  Emil  Bee- 
leart,  who  has  been  an  efficient  renter  since  1956.   Mary  resides 
in  her  home  in  Riverview.   She  has  two  grandsons. 

WILLARD  DYE  AND  THELMA  COX 

Willard  is  a  native  of  Firth,  having  been  born  with  the 
precision  of  character  inherited  from  English  born  grandparents, 
Richard  and  Mary  Dye.   Willard  also  was  born  with  integrity  and 
determination,  inherited  from  a  great  father  and  mother,  William 
M.  and  Julia  Child  Dye.   These  traits  have  predominated  his  life. 

Willard 's  parents  were  some  of  the  very  first  settlers  in 
Firth.   Willard  grew  up  and  attended  elementary  and  high  school 
in  Firth.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  Canada,  graduated  from 
Ricks,  B.Y.U.,  and  attended  Idaho  State  College.   Willard  loved 
reading,  painting  and  printing.   He  was  adept  in  all  of  these. 
During  the  years  Willard  was  going  to  school  and  teaching,  he 
served  in  Stake  positions  as  High  Councilman,  Recorder  for  the 
L.D.S.  Temple  for  ten  years,  served  in  two  bishoprics,  as  Coun- 
selor in  the  Temple  Presidency  for  three  years,  Officiator  and 
Sealer,  and  as  a  teacher  in  the  Ward  Sunday  School  and  M.I. A. 
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Willard  was  Principal  of  Firth  District  #4  for  eight  years, 
1933-1941 c  Willard  enjoys  painting.  He  has  done  a  lot  of  reno- 
vating and  painting  in  the  L.D.S.  Temple. 

Willard  has  taught  school  for  twenty-five  years.  He  retired 
about  1970,   Many  of  these  years  he  taught  in  Firth. 

Willard  married  a  beautician,  Thelma  Cox,  from  Blackfoot. 
She  was  one  of  the  first  licensed  cosmotologists  in  Idaho.   Her 
license  number  is  #108.   She  began  operating  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen years,  and  still  operates  her  shop  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Thelma  enjoys  music.   She  plays  the  organ.   Her  musical 
abilities  puts  her  in  great  demand  as  an  accompanist. 

Willard  and  Thelma's  are:   Lyman,  who  married  Carol  Steph- 
enson, and  they  live  in  Ucon,  Idaho.   Beverly  R,  married  Merlin 
DeLynn  Hansen  and  they  live  in  Ammon.   Willard  and  Thelma  have 
fifteen  grandchildren. 

In  1958,  the  Dyes  were  returning  from  a  birthday  party. 
Willard  fell  asleep  at  the  wheel.   He  awoke,  thinking  the  car 
was  going  off  the  road,  he  grabbed  the  wheel,  and  they  did  go 
off  the  road.   He  received  a  fractured  neck,  but  has  completely 
recovered.   A  miraculous  escape,  they  could  have  been  killed. 

OSCAR  NELSON  (DECEASED)  AND  LENA  NELSON 

Lena  came  from  Kansas  to  Idaho  about  1918.   She  was  a  grad- 
uate of  Saint  Anthony  High  School,  Ricks  College  and  attended 
Albion  Normal  School  for  two  terms.   In  1920  she  taught  all 
eight  grades  in  a  one  room  school  house  in  Teton  Basin.   The  next 
two  years  were  spent  teaching  in  Egin  Bench.   About  1926,  Lena 
came  to  Riverview  to  teach.   She  met  and  married  Oscar  Nelson, 
who  was  living  in  Lava  Side.   He  is  the  brother  of  Emil  and 
Clarence c   Lena  does  not  remember  the  exact  years  she  taught  in 
Riverview,  but  they  were  many,   She  also  taught  in  Basalt  for 
several  years. 

Oscar  and  Lena  bought  a  farm  which  was  part  of  the  Burkman's 
homestead  from  Knut  Peterson,  who  had  renovated  and  remodeled  the 
neat,  little  home  where  they  raised  their  three  children. 

Van  married  JoAnn  James  from  Boise.   Jean  lives  in  California 
Daren  is  in  Spokane,  Washington.   He  was  in  the  Army.   Lena  has 
seven  grandchildren,   Oscar  passed  away  in  1953. 

Lena  started  teaching  in  Shelley  where  she  taught  for  seven 
years.   Lena  retired  from  teaching  about  four  years  ago,  1968. 
She  spends  much  of  her  time  with  her  ninety-four  year  old  mother, 
Lily  Ord,  in  Rexburg.   Lena's  father  lived  to  be  ninety-one. 
Both  parents  were  healthy  and  hale. 

CHARLES  ADAMSON  AND  IRIS  JUST 

Charles  and  Iris  were  former  operators  of  the  Jim  Just  home- 
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stead,  located  in  Lower  Presto. 

Iris  taught  school  in  Firth  from  1958  to  1968.   Iris  assisted 
the  second  grade  in  special  education.   She  is  teaching  in  the 
Shelley  school  at  present. 

Charles  and  Iris  have  three  sons:   Kim,  who  has  worked  for 
four  years  for  Gambles.   Kent  is  a  radio  announcer.   Ric  is  ser- 
ving the  United  States  in  the  Marine  Corps. 

BILL  AND  JEANETTE  MURPHY 

Bill  and  Jeanette  spent  some  of  their  years  in  the  mountains 
in  Aldridge.   They  were  homesteaders  on  Cedar  Creek.   The  Murphy 
children  are:   Jamie,  Howard,  Wesley,  Jake  (deceased),  Helen, 
Dorothy,  Doris  (deceased),  Billy  (deceased)  and  Betty. 

The  Murphys  live  in  the  house  Bill  built  for  his  family 
located  on  the  east  road.   They  have  lived  there  since  1916. 
Bill  died  many  years  ago,  and  Jeanette  is  alone.   Her  daughter, 
Helen,  is  very  good  to  her,  as  are  her  grandchildren. 

HAROLD  CHILD  AND  AMY  MAD SEN 

Harold  was  born  in  Shelley,  the  son  of  one  of  Shelley's 
oldest  pioneers,  Heber  Child.   He  received  his  education  in 
Shelley  schools.   Harold  has  been  a  maintenance  man  for  the 
State  Hospital  South  for  several  years.   Harold  commutes  to 
and  from  work. 

Amy  and  Harold  have  a  charming  mobile  home  near  the  Mav- 
rick  Station  in  Firth.   Amy  had  been  married  before.   She  had 
cooked  school  lunches  in  Goshen  in  1959.   She  started  cooking 
in  Firth  Elementary  about  1960.   Amy  has  helped  with  the  school 
lunch  program  for  thirteen  years. 

Their  six  children  are:   Elvin  Goodson,  who  recently  re- 
tired from  the  U.  S.  Air  Force,  after  making  it  his  career  for 
twenty  years.   He  served  in  Viet  Nam.   Elvin  has  a  son,  Michael 
in  the  Air  Force,   Elvin  works  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

Jeanice  married  Duaine  Dye.   He  works  for  Simplots  and  has 
a  repair  shop  in  Firth.   Shirley  is  married  to  D.  Burris  and 
they  live  in  Hyrum,  Utah.   Bonnie  married  Dr.  Gary  Hansen  of 
Goshen.   She  was  a  cheerleader  in  Firth  High  School  and  also  at 
U.S.U.   Berniece  and  Gary  live  in  Provo ,  Utah.   They  have  six 
children.   Connie  married  a  Firth  High  School  Band  Teacher, 
Dick  Martin.   Dick  teaches  music  in  Oregon.   Terry  married  Seth 
Mamr  who  works  for  Oregon  State. 

ANGUS  MILES  AND  NORMA  CONDOR 

Angus's  grandfather,  John,  was  an  early  school  teacher  and 
homesteader  in  Paradise  Valley.   He  also  taught  in  several  places 
in  the  Snake  River  Valley.   Arthur  and  Ada  Miles  were  the  parents 
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of  Angus.   The  Miles  lived  near  Sand  Creek  where  they  have  lived 
since  194  7.   Angus  received  his  schooling  in  Basalt  and  Firth. 
Norma  Candor  was  from  southern  Utah.   The  Miles  bought  a  place 
two  miles  north  of  Goshen.   Mr.  Lycurtusors  homesteaded  the  place, 
Angus  was  in  the  Navy  in  World  War  II.   The  Miles  have  belonged 
to  Challenge,  Bingham  County  Farm  Bureau  and  other  organizations 
that  have  promoted  progress.   Their  people  were  foresighted  and 
helped  turn  the  deserts  into  productivity.   In  1951,  Angus  worked 
for  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   After  the  company  merged,  in  1969, 
Angus  was  still  employed  as  a  field  man.   He  has  worked  in  this 
position  for  twenty-one  years. 

Norma  is  head  cook  for  the  Firth  Elementary  School,  where 
she  has  worked  for  many  years.   Her  pleasant  personality  demands 
attention  and  respect  from  her  co-workers.   Several  women  work 
under  her  supervision.   The  fruits  of  their  labors  are  hundreds 
of  contented,  well-fed  pupils. 

Norma  and  Angus  have  five  children:   Ronald,  who  married 
Eudora  Barton  of  Shelley,   He  graduated  from  I.S.U.  and  is  a 
radiation  technician  at  the  N.R.T.S.   Marion,  married  Maria  Lind- 
say of  Firth.   He  was  Ag ,  President  in  Firth  High  School.   Maria 
teaches  Seminary  in  Hawaii.   Marion  and  Maria  were  married  in 
the  Hawaiian  Temple ,   Beverly  married  Kendall  Matheson  of  Firth. 
They  live  in  Orem.   He  teaches  Seminary  at  B.Y.U.   Wesley  is 
at  homec   Jenada  is  at  home, 

JESSE  AND  CLARA  CHIPMAN 

The  Chipmans  operated  a  school  wagon  in  1918.   Later,  when 
motors  became  more  dependable,  Chipman  drove  a  bus.   The  Chip- 
mans  lived  where  the  Wilhelms  live  today.   Marie  Jensen  owned  the 
place  earlier.   The  school  wagons  were  cold.   The  construction 
was  merely  bows  put  on  a  wagon  box,  and  a  large  canvas  stretched 
tight  over  this.   Most  of  the  school  wagons  were  unheated.   No 
exact  history  has  been  found  about  the  Chipmans. 

Jesse  and  Clara  Chipman  were  elected  Chairmen  of  the  Decora- 
tion Committee  for  the  July  4th  celebration  in  1911. 

PHILIP  PASKETT  AND  GENA  MCCURDY 

Philip  Pasketc  is  discussed  at  length  in  the  chapter  on 
Farmers,  but  mention  should  be  made  of  his  activities  for  the 
school.   Philip  served  on  the  School  Board  for  many  years  when 
school  was  held  in  Basalt,  before  the  fire.   He  drove  a  school 
wagon  when  roads  were  good,  but  in  the  winter  he  drove  a  school 
sleigh.   His  route  was  the  Goshen  Highway  to  the  Sub-Station, 
then  North  to  Hunters,  Batemans,  Bradshaws  and  others.   Then, 
back  down  to  the  Basalt  School.   Many  times  the  snow  was  large 
drifts  and  there  were  no  snow  plows. 

JOHN  H.  MILES 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  teachers  who  ever 
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came  to  Basalt  was  John  Horn  Miles,  of  London,  England,  a  graduate 
of  Eton  College  at  the  age  of  fourteen.   He  was  a  boy  who  had  been 
brought  up  by  a  governess.   He  joined  the  British  Navy  and  sailed 
around  the  world.   He  joined  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Australia,  sail- 
ed to  San  Francisco  on  a  lumber  ship  and  travelled  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.   He  helped  put  the  roof  on  the  Saint  George  Temple. 
No  roofing  was  available,  so  strips  of  homespun  cotton  were  sewn 
together  and  tarred  several  times.   This  was  put  on  the  temple  as 
a  roof  in  1877,  and  this  roof  served  for  seventy  years  until  1947. 

John  was  sent  back  to  England  on  a  mission  in  1878,  and  to 
get  the  inheritance  his  father  had  left  him.   John  used  this  money 
to  bring  many  people  to  Utah  that  year.   He  attended  three  summer 
terms  at  B.Y.U.  where  he  also  taught.   John  received  a  life  certi- 
ficate from  Albion  Normal  School,  which  permitted  him  to  teach 
anywhere  in  the  United  States.   He  taught  at  schools  in  southern 
Utah.   One  of  his  students  was  Minerva  Deuel  Campbell,  mother  of 
Miranda  Stringham,  the  compiler  of  this  book.   He  also  taught  in 
Bear  Lake,  Paris,  Idaho,  Goshen  and  Basalt  in  1892.   His  wages  were 
often  paid  in  produce,  grain  and  potatoes  and  meat. 

John  was  a  strict  disciplinarian.   He  had  learned  obedience 
from  the  British  Navy.   John  married  Emily  Spencer  of  Nephi,  Utah. 
John  and  Emily  had  eight  children:   John  J.  married  Jane  Peterson. 
Emily  Fleight;  George  H.  (deceased);  Arthur,  who  married  Ada  Nei- 
bauer  (Jewish);  Julia  Brady;  Angus;  Zina  Miles;  Kar  (deceased); 
Estella;  Paul  S.  married  Evelyn  Prophet;  and  Ralph. 

ISRAEL  H.  PORTER  AND  BETSY  HAMILTON 

Israel  taught  school  for  three  years  in  Iona  and  Basalt  be- 
fore he  married  Betsy  Hamilton  of  Hamilton's  Fort  in  1908.   He 
was  on  the  Town  Board  in  1907.   The  Porters  moved  to  Basalt  where 
he  resumed  the  vocation  of  teaching  for  several  years.   He  farmed 
in  the  Goshen  area  until  1915,  when  he  joined  a  group  of  other 
farmers  and  took  up  a  homestead  in  the  mountains,  along  the 
Blackfoot  River.   The  Porter  homestead  was  on  the  bench  just 
across  the  Trail  Creek  Bridge,   Eight  precious  summers  were 
spent  raising  Grimm  Alfalfa  seed  and  some  livestock.   A  one  room 
log  house  with  dirt  floor  and  dirt  roof  was  the  living  quarters. 

The  hardest  problem  was  getting  a  threshing  machine  so  far 
up  in  the  mountains  before  the  winter  storms  came.   Two  out  of 
three  years  the  threshing  failed  to  get  done  so  the  Porters  gave 
up  the  dry  farm.   The  winters  were  spent  in  the  valley,  where 
Irene  and  Jennie  attended  Upper  Presto  School  through  the  first 
five  grades.   Irene  and  Jennie  finished  elementary  school  in 
Basalt.   Jennie  was  born  in  Joe  Dye's  home  in  Basalt,  and  Irene 
in  the  cement  house  on  the  Ellsworth  place. 

In  1924,  the  Porters  moved  back  to  Basalt  where  Israel 
started  working  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  a  job  he  kept 
until  he  retired  in  1945.   Israel  Porter  was  a  civic  minded  man. 
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He  organized  the  Cemetery  District,  helped  get  a  town  well  and 
water  system,  helped  with  the  turn  system  for  the  irrigation 
water,  and  got  electricity  into  the  town.   Israel  was  Clerk  of 
the  Town  Board  when  the  town  well  became  a  reality  in  1937. 
Bonds  were  sold  to  get  money.   Israel  was  Treasurer  of  the  Town 
Board  in  1943,  when  the  streets  were  graveled.   He  died  shortly 
after  this,  in  1948. 

Israel  loved  to  play  his  violin  and  the  girls  sang  duets, 
and  sometimes  quartets  with  Israel  and  Erastus  Freeman.  Betsy 
was  an  excellent  homemaker  with  a  yard  of  gorgeous  flowers. 

Jennie  was  Salutatorian  and  Irene  Valedictorian  from  Firth 
High  School.   Israel  had  only  two  days  work  each  week,  but  both 
girls  were  sent  to  college  at  I.S.U.,  southern  branch,  then. 
This  was  during  the  time  of  the  depression.   Irene  and  Jennie 
worked  part  time  to  help  with  expenses.   Both  graduated  from 
the  Junior  College  in  1931,  and  began  their  teaching  careers. 
It  is  unusual  to  have  three  teachers  in  the  same  family.   Jen- 
nie taught  in  Lewisville,  and  Irene  taught  in  Ririe. 

Irene  met  a  dashing  young  man,  Glenn  Whitworth,  after 
teaching  two  years.   She  and  Glenn  were  married.   They  moved 
into  a  three  room  log  house  at  3:00  A.M.,  the  morning  after  the 
Wedding  Dance.   The  house  was  on  the  farm  Glenn's  father  started 
in  1912.   Three  children  were  born  to  Glenn  and  Irene:   Dana 
Lois,  Sherman  and  George. 

Later,  the  house  was  modernized  and  enlarged,  and  a  barn 
made  from  lumber  salvaged  from  the  old  Basalt  Hall  and  church 
house, 

Three  years  later  Jennie  married  Lawrence  Davenport.   They 
have  two  children:   LaRell  and  Marjean.   The  Davenports  lived 
in  the  tall  house  where  Don  Ellsworth  lived,  until  1952,  when 
they  moved  to  Idaho  Falls  where  Jennie  is  teaching  in  Riverside 
School. 

Betsy  Porter,  the  grandmother,  would  care  for  the  pre-school 
children  while  the  girls  taught  school  after  World  War  II.  Male 
teachers  were  few.   Betsy  died  in  1956. 

After  many  hours  of  study  and  night  classes,  and  a  few  sum- 
mer school  courses,  Jennie  and  Irene  both  received  their  Bach- 
elor's Degrees  from  Idaho  State  University. 


The  old  Porter  home  in  Basalt  was  sold  to  Aldie  Pike  in 
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This  report  was  found  in  Israel  H.  Porter's  journal: 

Basalt  Public  School  District  #45 
Bingham  County,  Idaho 

8th  grade  pupils  about  1906: 
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Adeline  Belnap  Ada  Dye  Alice  Johnson 

John  Criddle  Beatrice  Freeman      Clinton  Jensen 

Mary  Sorenson 

7th  grade  pupils  about  1906: 

John  Chapman  Charles  McCurdy       Deliha  Porter 

Oscar  Sorenson  Isabelle  Handy        Mabel  McCurdy 

Leland  Pope  Merlin  Talbot         Charlie  White 

GEORGE  LARSEN  AND  VERNA  JOHNSON 

George  and  Verna  attended  schools  in  Basalt  and  Firth. 
George's  parents,  George  W.  and  Laura  M.  Bateman,  came  from 
Sandy,  Utah,  to  Goshen  in  1912.   In  1915  they  moved  to  Basalt. 
George  started  working  for  the  railroad  soon  after,  about  1926. 
He  was  section  foreman  for  forty-three  years. 

Verna  was  raised  in  Basalt,  the  daughter  of  Moroni  and  Mary 
P.  Johnson.   She  graduated  from  Firth  High  School  and  taught  one 
year  before  she  married  George.   She  taught  five  years  in  Basalt. 
Mr.  A.  Waller  was  principal  then.   Verna  taught  the  third  grade. 

George  and  Verna  bought  some  land  from  his  father  and  built 
a  house  on  it,  where  Messicks  live  today.   George,  Sr.  owned  a 
lot  of  land  in  Basalt.   He  bought  the  rock  house  and  the  land  it 
was  on  from  Mr.  Paskett,  where  Mary  Kidd  lives  today. 

The  Larsens  moved  to  Aberdeen.   They  have  five  children: 
Darlene  is  married  and  lives  in  American  Falls.   Twins,  Bonnie 
and  Connie;  Larry  and  Dallas. 

EZRA  JOHNSON  AND  ADA  DYE 

Ada  attended  her  first  school  in  the  little  log  house  and 
later  in  the  frame  house  that  Walter  Dye  moved  to  his  farm.   The 
William  Dyes  moved  to  Basalt.   This  is  where  Ada  graduated  from 
the  eighth  grade.   Her  other  school  years  were  in  Firth.   Ada 
did  the  cleaning  in  the  ward  chapel  for  about  one  year.   The  men 
of  the  ward  took  care  of  the  furnace. 

Ada  cooked  for  the  Firth  school  for  ten  years.   Mrs.  Bore- 
son  asked  her  to  substitute  while  she  left  to  get  married.   It 
was  ten  years  later  she  was  relieved. 

Ada  has  been  a  big  help  to  her  son  at  the  fruit  stand,  where 
she  worked  for  many  years.   After  Ezra  and  Ada  were  married,  about 
1911,  her  father  let  them  have  some  of  the  old  homestead.   They 
built  a  nice,  modern  home  on  it,  just  across,  east  from  the  Firth 
Chapel.   Ezra  and  Ada  always  had  a  lovely  garden  and  beautiful 
flowers.   Ezra  started  working  as  Sexton  for  the  Firth  Cemetery  in 
1944.   He  worked  for  nineteen  years  caring  for  the  Firth  Cemetery, 
and  for  nine  of  those  years  he  was  Sexton  in  Basalt  at  the  same 
time. 
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The  Johnsons  had  five  sons  who  served  in  the  armed  forced  in 
World  War  II.   Maurice  was  wounded.   The  Johnson  children  are: 
Wayne,  who  operates  the  fruit  stand  and  lives  in  Bountiful,  Utah. 
He  married  Berniece  Frandsen. 

Louise  married  Clyde  Walters,  who  is  an  electrician  in  Idaho 
Falls.   They  live  in  New  Sweden. 

Marion  married  Vern  Jones,  a  construction  man,  in  New  Ply- 
mouth, Idaho, 

Maurice  married  Rhea  Hansen.   He  has  been  a  mail  carrier 
for  many  years  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Boyd  married  Beth  Neild.   They  live  in  Rigby,  Idaho. 

Lewis  married  Vivian  Robertson.   He  is  a  railroad  brakeman 
in  Pocatello,  Idaho. 

Val  married  Edna  Drewes.   He  has  been  on  the  police  force 
in  Idaho  Falls  for  twenty-three  years. 

Garth  married  Hazel  Drewes.   He  is  a  painter  for  Westing- 
house  in  California. 

Julia  married  Eugene  Henderson.   He  is  the  Manager  of  Blocks 
Store  in  Brigham  City,  Utah. 

In  a  few  months,  Ada  will  have  five  generations  in  her 
f amily . 

NEIL  LYDUM  AND  UNA  CEDERBERG 

Neil  was  born  in  1898,  in  Spencer,  Iowa.   He  is  the  son  of 
Hans  Frederick  Lydum  and  Helena  Baker.   Both  parents  came  from 
Sweden,   Neil  attended  his  first  school  in  Barton,  North  Dakota. 
His  father  was  a  Baptist  Minister.   He  had  been  a  minister  in 
China  during  the  boxer  uprising.   The  Lydums  came  to  Mountain 
Home  in  1908.   From  there  they  moved  to  Dillon,  Montana,  then 
to  Roberts,  then  to  Firth  in  1912.   He  was  called  to  Twin  Falls 
for  two  years,  then  returned  to  Firth  in  1916.   He  served  as  a 
Reverend  in  Firth  and  was  one  of  the  first  paid  ministers. 

Una  Cederberg  is  the  daughter  of  Gust  W.  Cederberg  and 
Elsie  Poulson  of  Swedish  descent.   Una  was  born  in  1909,  on  her 
father's  farm,  west  and  across  the  Snake  River  from  Firth.   Mr. 
Cederberg  was  a  Swedish  Baptist  Minister  on  the  west  side.   The 
first  church  was  at  Lava  Side.   The  building  still  stands  on  the 
Burtenshaw  farm. 

Una  attended  school  in  Riverview.   She  was  a  graduate  of 
Firth  High  School,  and  attended  two  years  at  Albion  State  Normal. 
She  taught  five  years  in  Riverview  and  one  year  at  Lava  Side 
school. 

Neil  and  Una  were  married  in  1930.   They  farmed  across  the 
river  until  1963,  when  they  bought  their  present  home  in  Firth. 
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Neil  and  Una  are  the  custodians  of  the  High  School  Auditorium. 

Their  children  are:   Mrs.  Wayne  (Verlee)  Leonard,  Citrus 
Heights,  California;  Mrs.  George  (Doreen)  Stewart  of  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma;  Floyd  and  his  wife,  Joan  Plummer  live  in  Moses 
Lake,  Washington;  Fred  and  his  wife,  Delores  Hansen,  live  in 
Pocatello,  Idaho;  Irene,  the  youngest,  is  a  student  at  Moscow, 
Idaho.   All  the  children  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

The  Lydums  have  sixteen  grandchildren.   Neil  loves  music 
and  enjoys  his  electric  organ.   He  plays  by  ear  and  has  enter- 
tained friends  and  relatives  at  grange  meetings  and  gatherings, 

Una  has  a  green  thumb  and  is  busy  in  her  garden  and  berry 
patch,  when  she  isn't  helping  Neil  with  the  janitorial  work. 
She  loves  flowers  and  is  always  experimenting  with  different 
plants  to  find  new  ones  that  will  adapt  to  the  climate.  ^ 


ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  FIRTH  HIGH  SCHOOL  1970-1971 

The  curtain  has  closed  on  some  of  the  past  achievements  of 
the  Firth  High  School  students.   If  the  records  were  available 
they  would  probably  portray  many  honors  given  to  various  students 
throughout  the  years  of  the  Firth  High  School  since  1922,  when  it 
originated.   Others  may  be  found  in  the  individual  histories  of 
the  families. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  outstanding  achievements 
during  the  past  year,  1970-1971: 

Marsha  Landon  was  announced  Valedictorian.   She  is  the  dau- 
ghter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Landon  of  Kimball.   Marsha  attained  a 
3.91  scholastic  average  over  her  four  years  of  high  school.   She 
had  been  Assistant  Secretary  to  Superintendent  Guerney.   She 
helped  slow  students  after  school,  was  the  Secretary  of  the 
Chorus,  Junior  Class  Reporter,  member  of  F.H.A.,  F.T.A.  and  O.E.A, 
She  was  M.I. A.  Organist  and  Laurel  Class  President  of  the  L.D.S. 
Church  in  Firth. 

The  two  Salutatorians  were:   Gerry  Reid,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vincent  Reid.   She  has  been  a  member  of  F.H.A.  for  four 
years,  drill  team  Costume  Mistress,  Secretary  of  the  Student 
Council,  Girls  State  Representative,  Senior  Class  Homecoming 
Queen  and  Vice  President  of  L.Y.F.  of  the  Lutheran  Church.   She 
was  a  contestant  for  the  Miss  Wool  contest.   She  was  awarded  a 
scholarship  to  I.S.U.  and  U.S.U. 

Pamela  Thompson  was  Salutatorian  of  her  eighth  grade  class. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyril  Thompson  of  Basalt. 
She  was  Editor  of  the  1971  school  year  book.   She  was  active  in 
F.H.A.  and  A-H.   She  plays  the  accordian  and  guitar.   She  has 
served  as  President  of  the  Laurel  Class  in  M.I. A.,  and  danced 

in  the  Dance  Festival  at  the  Minidome  in  Pocatello,  July,  1971. 

15 
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HARDING  GIBBS  JUNIOR  HIGH 

One  of  the  outstanding  and  culminating  events  of  1970-1971 
was  the  great  honor  given  Harding  Gibbs  when  the  junior  high 
school  was  given  his  name,  'Harding  Gibbs  Junior  High'.   Hard- 
ing Gibbs  Junior  High' .   Harding  received  other  awards  from 
district,  classes,  and  high  school.   This  is  mentioned  in  his 
life  history. 

"AMERICAN  FARMERS" 

Two  out  of  the  three  eastern  Idaho  boys  to  win  the  award 
from  Future  Farirers  of  America  were  from  Firth  High  School. 

Calvin  Baird,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Baird  of  Goshen, 
earned  his  award  for  supervised  farming,  abilities  of  leadership, 
State  Reporter,  and  State  Vice  President.   Calvin  will  attend 
Utah  State  University. 

Paul  Tew,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Tew  of  Basalt  received 
his  award  at  the  44th  Annual  Convention  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
in  1971.   He  represented  the  state  F.F.A.  as  a  public  speaker, 
winning  third  in  the  nation,  after  winning  over  eleven  other 
states.   Presently  he  is  the  Reporter  for  the  group. 

Kent  Birch  was  the  F.F.A.  Advisor  and  Instructor. 

SPEECH  CONTEST  WINNER 

In  September,  Douglas  Nelson  of  Goshen,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deloy  Nelson,  won  the  Reader's  Digest  Boy  Scout  Division  Public 
Speaking  Contest  for  Teton  Peaks  Council.   He  was  presented  a 
trophy  by  Kay  Howard,  Chairman  of  William  E.  Borah  Toastmaster ' s 
Club  of  Idaho  Falls.   Douglas  is  a  student  of  Firth  High  School 
and  he  belongs  to  drama,  debate  and  german  clubs.   The  speech 
teacher  who  assisted  Douglas  was  Sydney  Jensen,  a  teacher  at 
Firth  High  School.   Douglas  has  been  an  outstanding  Boy  Scout. 
The  speech  that  won  him  first  place  was,  "Youths  Responsible 
Involvement" . 

THEODORE  M.  HORAS 

Richard  Matheson  was  a  counselor  in  the  Firth  School  Work 
Program,  but  transferred  to  Idaho  Falls  Skyline  High  School. 

Theodore  M.  Horas  from  Montana  is  the  counseling  rehabili- 
tation specialist.   He  began  work  September  13  in  Firth.   He 
replaces  Mrs.  Elaine  Prescott,  prior  to  her  resignation  and 
move  to  Arizona. 

Theodore  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Montana.   He 
took  additional  study  at  Eastern  Montana  College,  in  Psychology 
and  related  courses  to  his  assignment.   This  program  admits 
students  fifteen  years  or  older  who  quality  for  vocational 
training. 
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This  school  training  includes  classes  in  mail  sorting,  service 
station  attendant,  floral  worker,  building  custodian,  golf  course 
maintenance,  kitchen  helper,  and  nurses'  aide.   Efforts  are  made 
to  provide  students  in  the  program  with  experience  in  several  jobs. 

Theodore  counsels  students  outside  the  classroom.   Almost  six 
hundred  students  from  Idaho  Public  schools,  twenty-one  districts, 
participate  in  this  program. 

KINDERGARTEN 

Firth  School  District  #59  obtained  one  of  the  eight  allocated 
teachers  in  Bingham  County  to  teach  kindergarten.   The  classes 
started  October  15,  1971.   Space  was  available  in  the  Firth  Ele- 
mentary School  Building.   Two  half -day  classes  are  held  daily;  one 
in  the  morning,  and  one  in  the  afternoon.   A  small  fee  is  charged. 
Transportation  is  not  available  yet.   Students  must  be  five 
years  old  by  October  15. 

STANLEY  KRESS  AND  CAROLYN  ROBERTS 

Stanley's  parents,  Raymond  and  Fawn  Bean  Kress  were  of  Scotch- 
English  descent.   They  live  in  American  Falls,  Idaho.   Stanley  at- 
tended high  school  and  public  school  in  American  Falls.   His 
grandfather  homesteaded  in  Rockland,  Idaho.   His  education  was  ex- 
tended to  Ricks  College  and  B.Y.U.,  where  he  received  a  B.S.  de- 
gree, and  I.S.U.,  where  he  received  his  M.E.D.  Degree. 

Stanley  was  in  the  Dubois  Bishopric  at  the  same  time  he  was 
Superintendent  of  schools  in  Dubois.  He  came  to  Firth  in  1971, 
to  assume  the  Super intendency  of  the  Firth  High  School.  Stanley 
has  been  on  the  Firth  Faculty  in  1966-1967.  He  was  School  Coun- 
selor and  Assistant  Coach.  His  brother,  Ron  Kress,  was  coach  in 
Firth  in  1962  to  1966. 

Stanley  and  Carolyn  continued  their  education  after  they  were 
married.   Carolyn  is  the  daughter  of  Darwin  and  Emma  Roberts  of 
Fort  Hall.   She  attended  elementary  school  in  Blackfoot,  but 
graduated  from  American  Falls  High  School.   Carolyn  attended 
Grimm's  Business  College  in  Pocatello.   While  Stanley  and  Carolyn 
were  attending  Ricks,  Carolyn  worked  and  went  to  night  classes. 

The  Kress'  have  four  children:   Maria  Dawn,  Robert,  David  and 
Mark . 

LAMAR  K.  AND  JOSEPHINE  EDRINGTON 

LaMar  was  Principal  of  Firth  High  School  for  one  year.   He 
is  Principal  at  the  Shelley  High  School  this  year,  1971-1972. 
The  Edringtons  bought  the  Les  Hall  home,  with  intentions  of  be- 
ing permanent.   The  Edringtons  have  seven  children. 

GERALD  HJELM  AND  SHARON  METCALF 

Gerald  comes  from  several  generations  of  good,  pioneer 
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stock.   He  is  the  son  of  Lucille  Harker  and  Paul  Hjelm  of  River- 
view,   He  received  his  education  in  Riverview  and  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   Gerald  married  Sharon  Metcalf  from  Idaho 
Falls*   She  is  a  pretty,  talented,  mother  of  their  family  of 
three  children:   Greg,  who  is  in  high  school;  Cindy  is  on  the 
Honor  Roll  in  high  school;  Kevin  is  also  in  high  school. 

Sharon  has  been  Secretary  for  the  Superintendent  of  Firth 
High  School  for  ten  years,  where  she  has  served  courteously  and 
efficiently. 

The  Hjelms  moved  to  Firth  in  1959.   They  farmed  for  seven 
years  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge  from  1952  to  1959. 

The  Hjelms  are  buying  the  Kimball  farm  of  160  acres  where 
they  raise  grain,  hay,  potatoes  and  cattle. 

Gerald  is  employed  for  the  American  Potato  Company  in 
Blackfoct . 

JOHN  DYE  AND  BARBARA  MITCHELL 

John  was  a  local  boy  who  attended  Firth  Elementary  and 
graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Myron  and  Lucy  Jensen  Dye 
were  his  parents.   His  parents  lived  so  close  to  the  old  high 
school  that  John  could  make  it  to  his  seat  after  the  gong 
sounded,  if  he  ran  fast  enough.   John  filled  a  two  year  mis- 
sion to  the  Western  States  after  completing  high  school. 

John  married  Barbara  Mitchell  from  Shelley.   She  is  the 
daughter  of  Russell  and  Norma  Christensen  Mitchell.   She  is  a 
graduate  of  the  School  of  Cosmotology.   She  had  a  beauty  shop 
in  her  mobile  home  on  Myron's  lot  in  Firth. 

After  John  had  finished  his  preparation  and  training,  he 
taught  one  year  as  a  substitute  in  Kearns,  Utah,  one  year  in 
Pccatello,  and  two  years  in  Firth.   He  taught  speech,  drama 
and  journalism.   Barbara  and  John  have  two  children:  Melanie 
and  Myron  John  III. 

John  did  not  teach  school  in  Firth  this  year.   He  moved 
his  family  to  Salt  Lake  City  in  1971,  where  he  is  Custodian  in 
one  of  the  Holladay  Wards. 

ELMER  WICKLUND  AND  ADELINE  CASPER 

Hannah  and  Andrew  L.  Wicklund  came  to  Firth  in  1895.   The 
Wicklunds  bought  the  place  Andrew  had  homesteaded.   Adeline 
was  raised  in  Rigby.   Elmer  attended  Basalt  School  and  Firth 
High  School.   After  Adeline  and  Elmer  were  married,  they  made 
their  home  near  Elmer's  father.   Andrew  did  a  lot  of  work  on 
the  canals.   The  Wicklunds  raise  sheep  and  cattle  and  have 
been  members  of  Challenge. 

Adeline  has  been  a  member  of  the  Idaho  Poets'  and  Writers 
Guild  and  has  contributed  with  her  stories  and  poems,  "These 
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to  Remember",  and  to  the  Guild,  and  "The  Idaho  Story".   She  is 
Secretary  at  the  high  school,  where  she  has  worked  for  many 
years.   She  raises  a  large  garden  and  does  upholstering  work. 
The  children  have  taken  and  received  awards  in  4-H.   Elmer  likes 
to  do  carpentry  work. 

The  Wicklund  children  are:   Jim  E. ,  who  lives  in  Firth  and 
works  for  Boise  Cascade  Truckers.   He  married  Dorothy  Ockerman. 
Kent  runs  the  Texaco  Service  Station.   Dale  lives  in  Roberts 
and  is  a  sprinkler  farmer.   Marilyn  Modine  is  an  Accountant  for 
Morrison  Knudsen.   Merle  Edward  was  drowned  in  Sand  Creek  in 
1937,  when  he  was  sixteen  months  old. 

KENNETH  AND  WANDA  FLYGARE 

Kenneth  taught  half  days  in  1966.   He  has  worked  at  the 
N.R.T.S.   In  1967  he  became  a  Counselor,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years.   In  1969  Kenneth  was  Principal  of  the  Firth  High 
School.   Kenneth  worked  on  the  Sunday  School  Stake  Board  for 
a  few  years.   The  Flygares  moved  to  Orem,  Utah. 

BOYD  GUERNEY 

Bcyd  was  Principal  of  the  Firth  High  School  for  two  years. 
He  was  Superintendent  for  three  years.   The  Guerneys  had  five 
children.   In  July  1971,  the  family  moved  to  Tooele,  Utah,  where 
Boyd  will  be  Principal. 

DUANE  AND  BEVERLY  HANDY 

Duane  was  Superintendent  for  two  years  at  the  Firth  High 
School.   Beverly  taught  English  in  the  Junior  High  School. 
The  Handys  have  three  children:   Nancy,  who  is  a  Nurse;  Patricia 
and  Kevin,  who  are  in  high  school.   The  Handys  moved  to  Saint 
Anthony,  Idaho,  from  Firth. 

ROBERT  J.  AND  SHARLENE  NEWELL 

The  Newells  were  in  Firth  just  one  year,  where  he  was 
Principal.   The  Newells  have  seven  sons.   Robert  accepted  an 
assignment  to  supervise  the  College  of  Hawaii,  as  soon  as  their 
school  year  was  through. 

ELLIS  WILLIAMS  AND  MAE  CUTLER 

Ellis  and  Mae  came  to  the  Firth  High  School  in  1945.   He 
was  Coach  under  Max  Snow  until  1948.   The  Williams  were  away 
for  several  years,  then  returned.   In  1961,  Ellis  was  Superin- 
tendent of  Firth  High  School,  a  position  he  held  until  1966. 
Mae  taught  Home  Economics  and  other  classes  during  the  time 
Ellis  was  Superintendent. 

Ellis  and  Mae  were  assets  to  the  Firth  area,  and  helped  in 
many  religious  and  social  functions.   Ellis  served  as  First 
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Assistant  to  Bert  Clinger  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School.  Mae 
served  in  various  capacities  in  the  Stake  and  Ward.  Ellis 
was  in  the  U.S.  Maritime  Service. 

The  Principals  Ellis  served  with  were,  Robert  Freeman  and 
A.  W.  Johnson.   The  Superintendents  Williams  worked  with  were 
Harmon  Toone  and  Max  Snow. 

The  Williams  children  are:   Renee,  who  married  Elzo  White. 
He  is  a  Coach  in  Dubois.   J.V.;  Ric ;  and  Chad. 

In  1966,  Ellis  resigned  his  position  in  Firth  to  accept 
the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  District  #150  in 
Soda  Springs,  Idaho.   Mae  teaches  Home  Economics  in  high  school 
in  Soda  Springs. 

NORMAN  K.  WHITNEY 

Norman  was  the  Music  Instructor  for  Firth  High  School. 
In  the  years  1946-1949,  Firth  High  School  took  State  honors  in 
Girls  Chorus  and  in  Band.   The  first  year,  the  contest  was  in 
Pocatello;  the  second  year,  in  Twin  Falls;  and,  the  third  year 
in  Boise.   He  would  call  military  men  in  to  demonstrate,  to  the 
students,  the  correct  way  to  march. 

MERRILL  LUNDBERG 

Merrill  was  the  teacher  was  the  teacher  for  the  Declama- 
tion Club,  who  took  State  Honors,  first  place,  in  1967  in  Poca- 
tello.  The  Club  also  went  to  a  contest  in  Mountain  Home  in 
the  year  1967. 

MAX  SNOW  AND  RHEA  MARRIOTT 

Max  is  the  son  of  Douglas  and  Anna  Snow.   He  graduated  from 
U.S.U.  and  I.S.U.   He  came  to  Firth  with  his  wife  from  Moreland, 
Idaho c   He  was  a  teacher  and  a  coach  in  1941.   He  was  in  the 
service  until  1945.   He  became  Principal  in  1947,  and  Superin- 
tendent from  1948  to  1957.   Max  was  the  first  Superintendent  for 
the  new  District  #59.   After  the  school  consolidation,  Max  was 
one  of  the  first  Principals  who  helped  with  the  consolidation. 
It  took  years  to  complete. 

When  the  sidewalks  were  built  from  the  high  school  to  town, 
Max  went  with  the  high  school  students  to  the  gravel  pits  for 
gravel  to  help  build  the  walks.   Max  was  Superintendent  until  the 
Snows  moved  to  Boise  in  1957. 

Max  married  Rhea  Marriott  of  Ogden.   Rhea  is  a  graduate  of 
Weber  College  and  B.Y.U.   Max  and  Rhea  were  active  in  M.I. A. 
functions  of  the  Ward  and  the  Stake. 

The  Snows  have  been  active  in  church  work  in  Boise.  Rhea 
was  Relief  Society  President.  Max  is  on  the  Idaho  State  Board 
of  Education.   He  is  in  charge  of  the  Indian  Program  in  Boise. 
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The  older  children  attended  Elementary  School  in  Firth. 
The  Snows  left  before  the  new  elementary  and  high  school  build- 
ings were  completed.   Their  children  are:   Bruce,  who  filled  a 
mission  to  Korea.   He  is  married  and  is  working  at  B.Y.U.  for 
his  Masters  Degree.   Brent  is  in  the  Rehabilitation  Program  in 
Saint  Anthony,  Idaho.   He  is  married.   Brad  is  attending  Junior 
High  School  in  Boise.   He  likes  golf  and  all  sports.   Rhea  is  an 
ardent  reader. 

CLAUD  GRANGE  AND  LELIA  LONGHURST 

Claud  was  only  nineteen  when  his  people  came  from  Huntington, 
Utah,  in  1933.   He  graduated  from  school  in  Utah. 

Claud's  father,  Frank,  and  his  mother,  Mary  Weibye,  had  a 
dairy  shortly  after  coming  from  Utah.   It  was  on  the  Yellowstone 
Highway  where  Claud  lives  today.   His  dairy  was  known  as,  "Grange's 
Highway  Dairy".   He  supplied  the  Shelley  stores  and  most  of  the 
town  with  fresh  milk.   Claud  was  a  'right  hand  man'  to  his  father 
the  many  years  this  milk  project  was  carried  on.   They  employed 
two  men  and  two  boys.   He  and  his  father  raised  Hereford  beef 
for  some  time. 

Claud  married  Lelia  Longhurst  Jamison,  who  graduated  from 
Shelley  High  School.   After  Frank  and  Mary  were  gone,  they  re- 
modeled the  old  home.   They  found  wooden  pegs  which  had  been 
used  in  the  house,  so  assumed  it  to  be  an  old  home,  originating 
in,  about,  1885.   Rumors  are  that  it  once  was  a  saloon.   Other 
rumors  are  that  it  was  a  lunch  place  near  the  railroad  and  beet 
dump.   Monroe  was  the  name  of  the  dump. 

Lelia  had  a  tragic  thing  happen  in  her  youth.   Her  parents, 
the  Longhursts,  were  burned  and  died  when  their  home  caught  fire. 
The  children  were  unharmed,  several  were  at  school.   Wallace  and 
Clarice  Jamison  helped  raise  the  family  of  nine,  a  very  commen- 
dable act  for  a  sister. 

Claud  and  Lelia 's  children  are:   Barbara,  who  married  Alan 
Lyons.   They  live  on  the  Whitmill  place.   Aileen  married  Alvin 
Nielsen.   They  live  in  Basalt.   Kent  married  Audra  Tomshock. 
Fawn  is  in  junior  high  school  in  Firth.   John  F.,  is  an  Indian 
boy  the  Granges  have  had  since  he  was  two  weeks  old.   John  is 
five  now,  and  both  parents  and  John  have  a  mutual  affection  for 
each  other. 

Claud  drove  school  bus  for  Firth  District  #59,  for  eight 
years.   He  is  an  appraiser  at  present,  for  Bingham  County. 
Doctor  Roberts  owned  the  Grange  farm  at  one  time.   Joe  Young  had 
sold  it  to  the  Granges. 

VON  MORTENSEN  AND  DARENE  GIBBS 

Darene  was  raised  in  Basalt  and  Firth.   Harding  and  Lenna 
Gibbs  were  her  parents.   Darene  filled  a  mission  before  her 
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marriage*   She  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  Ricks  College, 
and  after  two  years  at  U.S.U.,  she  taught  the  lower  four  grades. 
Darene  has  taught  school  for  eight  years.   This  is  her  second 
year  in  Firth. 

Von  attended  elementary  school  in  Lincoln  and  graduated  from 
Bonneville  High  School  and  U.S.U.   Von  has  taught  four  years.   He 
teaches  Science  and  Math  in  the  junior  high.   Von  drove  the  school 
bus  while  in  Bancroft.   In  1970,  the  Mortensens  bought  the  Luth- 
eran Parsonage,  and  are  making  their  home  in  Firth.   Kristen  and 
Newell  are  their  children,  both  are  pre-schoolers. 

ROBERT  WARREN  AND  RHEA  MADSEN 

Rhea  is  the  daughter  of  Mina  Madsen.   She  attended  Shelley 
High  School  and  I.S.U.   Robert  is  the  only  son  of  Earl  and  Lulu 
Warren.   After  Robert's  father  died,  Robert  and  Rhea  helped  Lulu 
as  long  as  she  kept  the  Drug  Store. 

Robert  operated  a  Texaco  Station  for  years.   He  is  still 
with  Texaco  on  Park  Avenue  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  President  of 
the  Lions  Club  three  different  times,  and  one  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,   Robert  filled  a  mission  in  Texas  and  Louisiana.   He 
attended  U.S.U.  and  I.S.U. 

Rhea  came  to  Firth  in  1954.   She  taught  Health  and  P.E.  one 
year  in  Thomas.   She  has  taught  Health  and  P.E.  fourteen  years 
in  Firth  High  School  and  Firth  Junior  High.   She  has  held  a 
position  in  the  L.D.S.  Church  since  her  high  school  years. 

Robert  and  Rhea  have  one  son,  Richard  Lewis. 

CLYDE  WEATHERSTON  AND  GENEVIVE  NALDER 

Clyde  was  raised  in  Rexburg,  and  Genevive  came  from  Layton, 
Utah.   She  attended  college  at  U.S.U.  in  Logan. 

The  Weather stons  came  to  Goshen  in  1946.   They  bought  the 
old  Clarence  Porter  home  one  mile  west  and  one  mile  south  of  the 
Goshen  Church,   When  they  were  milking  cows  they  sold  milk  to 
Challenge  and  some  to  Kraft. 

Because  they  both  work,  they  only  raise  beef  cattle.   Clyde 
was  in  the  Air  Force  in  World  War  II.   He  served  in  England  and 
North  Africa.   At  the  present  time,  he  works  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

Genevive  has  been  Librarian  for  the  Firth  Junior  High, 
and  Senior  High  the  past  seven  years. 

The  Weatherston  children  are:   Ann,  who  served  a  mission  to 
East  Central  States.   She  is  presently  in  school.   Carol  mar- 
ried Ted  Christensen.   He  is  in  the  service.   David  is  a  mechanic 
in  Arizona.   Bruce  is  a  freshman  at  B.Y.U.   He  was  Vice  President 
of  the  Honor  Society,  Student  Body  Vice  President  and  lettered  in 
five  sports  while  in  Firth  High  School.   Neil  is  in  junior  high. 


294 


Lindy  is  in  the  sixth  grade.   The  boys  play  trumpets,  the  girls 
piano  and  the  family  loves  music. 

MERLE  REYNOLDS  AND  MARIA  STEEL 

Merle  and  Maria  Reynolds  have  an  apartment  in  Harold  Brigh- 
tons  basement.   People  with  spare  rooms  should  convert  them  into 
adequate  apartments.   There  is  such  a  shortage  of  housing  in 
Firth. 

The  Reynolds  were  raised  and  attended  schools  in  Oakley  and 
Arco.   They  came  to  Firth  in  1967,  where  Mr.  Reynolds  has  taught 
Biology  and  Physical  Science  in  the  Firth  High  School  for  four 
years. 

The  Reynolds  have  two  little  children:   Melissa  and  Marler. 

GARTH  HARKER  AND  PATSY  RICKS 

Garth  was  raised  in  Shelley.  He  is  the  son  of  Kenneth  and 
Harriett  Harker.  Patsy  was  from  the  well-known  Ricks  Family  of 
Rexburg. 

When  Garth  was  a  freshman,  he  went  to  Florida  for  a  music 
award  he  received  as  a  trombone  player.   Garth  has  been  a  part- 
time  bus  driver.   Garth  and  Patsy  attended  college  at  Ricks  and 
B.Y.U.   He  spent  three  years  as  a  teacher  in  Samoa,  1964-67. 
Both  the  Harkers  like  camping  and  photography.   Patsy  also  refin- 
ishes  furniture. 

After  being  married  eight  years,  and  having  no  children, 
Garth  and  Fatsy  have  adopted  a  sweet,  little  girl,  Janet. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  AND  CARMA  HOLLAND 

When  the  Dyes  were  in  the  south  on  a  mission,  they  met  the 
Messicks.   William  R.  Messick  came  to  Basalt  in  1908.   He  home- 
steaded  the  place  Hatleys  are  on.   Robinsons  have  lived  there 
since.   William  R.  returned  to  Georgia  and  met  Emma  Bragg. 
They  were  married  in  1916.   Emma's  father,  Mr.  Bragg,  was  a  great 
friend  to  all  the  missionaries  in  Kentucky.   The  Braggs  came  to 
Basalt  in  1916.   They  lived  in  the  place  where  Jenkins  live. 
Later,  they  bought  the  place  on  the  corner  where  Jesse  Howell 
lived. 

William  Junior  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  1912.   He  at- 
tended grade  school  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   He 
tells  of  how  dark  and  shaded  the  streets  were  when  he  was  a  kid, 
and  had  the  long  distance  to  walk  at  night  to  play  basketball. 
The  basketball  games  were  held  in  Crystal  Maze  Hall  in  Firth, 
before  the  church  gymnasium  was  built.   When  Ross  Berg  was  Bis- 
hop of  Basalt,  the  Ward  bought  some  chairs  from  the  Melba  Thea- 
tre, which  was  disbanded.   On  the  backs  of  some  of  the  chairs 
were  knife  engravings  of  Ross  and  William.   William  was  Custodian 
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of  the  Basalt  School  and  Chapel  for  ten  years. 

William  has  told  of  many  changes  since  he  was  born.   In  1934 
the  Jail  House  was  the  little  structure  behind  the  church.   Ray 
Jensen  bought  it  and  moved  it  to  his  place  where  Wilhelms  live. 

William  served  on  the  Town  Board  and  the  School  Board  for 
nine  years.   He  was  Notary  Public  and  has  been  a  Scout  Master, 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  worked  in  the  M.I. A.,  was  a 
Counselor  for  eighteen  years.   He  is  an  Honorary  M  Man.   He  was 
Clerk,  then  Bishop  for  four  years.   At  present,  he  is  on  the  High 
Council,  a  position  he  has  held  for  five  years.   He  belonged  to 
the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  for  twenty-seven  years. 

William  married  Carma  Holland  of  Shelley.   She  has  been  a 
Golden  Gleaner,  Relief  Society  President,  taught  in  the  Sunday 
School,  and  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Elementary  School  for  five 
years.   Carma  decorates  cakes  as  a  hobby,  and  has  used  her  talent 
for  several  brides  in  the  community. 

In  1970,  William  resigned  from  Western  Potatoes  and  went 
into  real  estate  as  an  agent  with  Wayne  Esplin,  who  was  the  broker. 
They  bought  and  sold  farms.   After  Wayne  died  in  1970,  William 
went  to  training  school  in  Moscow  for  four  weeks  and  then  attended 
five  weeks  in  Boise.   At  present,  he  is  employed  in  the  Firth  High 
School  as  Vocational-Occupational  Teacher. 

Carma  works  at  the  present,  as  Secretary  of  the  Elementary 
School.   Carma  and  William's  children  are:   Robert,  who  is  married 
and  teaches  third  grade  in  Mor eland,   Kathleen  is  married  to  Richard 
Matheson  and  they  live  in  Rose.   Bruce  is  attending  B.Y.U.   Wade 
is  attending  Ricks.   Mark  is  in  the  seventh  grade  in  Firth. 

RONALD  E.  DUNCAN  AND  LINDA  EVERETT 

Ronald  and  Linda  came  to  Firth  to  teach  in  1970.   Ronald 
teaches  English  and  German.   The  Duncans  attended  school  at  Bon- 
neville High  School,  Idaho  Falls  High  School,  Ricks  College  and 
B.Y.U. 

Ronald  has  worked  on  the  construction  of  roads  and  a  dam. 
Linda's  hobbies  are  sewing  and  gardening.   Ronald's  hobbies  are 
fishing  and  reading.   Ronald  delivered  milk  on  a  rural  route. 

Their  children  are:   Nathan  Ray  and  Brian  Paul  Duncan. 

VERL  KOTTER  AND  LYLA  SANDERS 

The  Kotters  were  of  German  descent  and  the  Sanders  of  Scan- 
dinavian and  English  descent.   Verle  and  Lyla  came  to  Basalt  in 
1961.   They  have  attended  Ricks  and  B.Y.U. 

Verle  teaches  school  in  Blackfoot.   He  taught  for  five 
years  in  Firth  before  going  to  Blackfoot.   Verle  plays  his  gui- 
tar and  yodels.   He  loves  music  and  baseball.   He  is  an  Eagle 
Scout.   Lyla  won  speech  honors  in  high  school  in  South  Fremont. 
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The  Kotters  love  living  in  a  rural  area.  Verle  and  Lyla  have 
used  their  talents  in  teaching  and  activities  in  the  Ward  and 
community. 

Lyla  had  a  very  narrow  escape  while  working  for  Garth  Holm. 
Ker  arm  was  caught  in  the  back  roller  of  a  potato  harvester. 
Luckily,  there  were  no  bones  broken,  but  bad  bruises  resulted. 

Verle  served  in  the  Army  in  the  13th  Engineers  Combat  Bat- 
talion in  Korea  in  1952-1954.   He  also  served  a  mission  in  the 
West  Central  States  in  1954-1956. 

Their  children  are  still  at  home.  They  are:  Alana,  who 
has  received  a  blue  ribbin  in  sewing  in  4-H;  Michael,;  Verla; 
James,  and  Selina. 

LANE  D.  SMITH  AND  MABELLE  JONES 

The  Smiths  came  to  Firth  from  Layton,  Utah,  in  1967.   Lane 
is  in  his  fifty  year  as  High  School  Coach.   He  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  Arimo  and  attended  LLS.U.   He  has  been  a  substitute 
bus  driver  for  the  Basalt  Route.   He  served  one  year  on  the 
Firth  Town  Council.   Lane  and  Mabelle  have  one  little  girl,  Jen- 
nifer. 

KENT  BURCH  AND  MARLA  HARVEY 

Kent  attended  schools  in  Logan  and  B.Y.U.   He  was  raised  in 
Heybrend.   He  has  been  on  a  mission  to  Finland  for  the  L.D.S. 
Church.   He  has  taken  courses  at  Ricks  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Utah  State  University  in  Logan. 

Maria  Harvey  Burch  was  raised  in  California.   She  attended 
B.Y.U.   She  has  been  a  substitute  teacher  at  various  times. 
She  likes  to  sew  and  read.   Kent  enjoys  fishing  and  hunting. 

Since  1965,  Kent  has  taught  Vocational  Agriculture  at  Firth 
High  School  and  is  Assistant  Wrestling  Coach.   They  have  four 
children:   Karen,  Keith,  Deborah  and  David. 

LYLE  LINDSAY  AND  VIRGINIA  BUTLER 

Lyle  was  raised  in  Lava  Side  and  rode  the  school  bus  into 
Firth  to  high  school  where  he  graduated.   Lyle's  father,  Wallace 
Lindsay,  was  the  Water  Master  for  thirty-five  years.   His  mother 
is  Bertha  Crouch. 

Virginia's  father  is  Water  Master  of  New  Sweden  Irrigation. 
Virginia  and  Lyle  are  graduates  of  I.S.U.   Since  1953,  Lyle  has 
taught  the  following  subjects  in  the  Firth  High  School:   Algebra 
1-2,  Geometry,  Math,  Chemistry  and  Physics. 

Lyle  worked  in  a  ship  yard  in  Vancouver,  Washington  for  two 
years,  and  at  the  Air  Force  Base  in  Pocatello  for  two  years. 
He  has  been  a  past  member  of  the  Lions  Club.   Lyle's  hobby  is 
photography.   Virginia  likes  to  read.   Lyle  and  Virginia  have  a 
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girl,  Kathy  Lee  who  was  fourth  runner-up  for  the  Miss  Idaho  Russet 
title  during  Spud  Day,  1971,   She  received  the  honor  of  Miss  Con- 
geniality*  Charles  is  still  in  high  school. 

STEPHEN  E,  CLARK  AND  RUTH  ANN  JOHNSON 

Stephen's  father,  Osborn  P.  Clark  was  of  English  descent,  and 
his  mother,  Jacquita  Ingrid  was  of  German  descent.   Stephen  at- 
tended school  in  Bountiful,  Utah.   When  he  was  in  high  school,  he 
was  in  an  explosion  of  ammunition  that  injured  his  hando   This  did 
not  stop  Stephen  from  continuing  his  education.   He  graduated  from 
B.YcU.   He  married  Ruth  Ann  Johnson,  the  daughter  of  Devon  and 
Ruth  Johnson.   Ruth  was  of  English  and  Icelandic  descent.   She 
helped  Stephen  through  study  and  persistence  to  become  a  good 
Seminary  Teacher.   He  taught  seminary  for  three  years  in  Firth. 
Ruth  helped  substitute  and  assist  him  when  the  need  arose. 

Ruth  likes  sewing,  knitting  and  ceramics.   Ruth  and  Stephen's 
children  are:   Stephen  Edward,  Jr ; ;  Paul  Adorn  and  Kimberly  Dee. 
Steve  received  several  awards  in  football.. 

The  Clarks  came  to  Firth  in  1967,  and  lived  in  a  mobile  home 
near  the  Seminary  until  1970,  when  they  rented  Ardell  Mitchell's 
home  in  Basalts 

Stephen  drove  school  bus  for  Firth  District  #59  for  three 
years.   He  works  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School  Board.   He  works  as 
a  teacher-trainer,  and  has  accepted  a  seminary  position  in  Shel- 
ley.  The  Clarks  reside  in  Basalt. 

CORDELL  FULLMER  AND  KAREN  BISCHOFF 

Ccrdell  was  from  a  prominent  family,  and  is  a  relative  of 
Gene  Fullmer,  the  wrestler.   Cordell  attended  elementary  school 
in  Tetonia  and  was  a  graduate  from  Driggs  High  School  and  Ricks 
College,   He  attended  U.S.U.   Cordell  found  a  real  helpmate 
when  he  married  Karen  Bischoff  from  Rexburg.   She  was  a  licensed 
beautician  from  Excelsis  in  Idaho  Falls,  and  worked  for  three 
years  to  help  Cordell  through  college,   Cordell  worked  for  a 
manufacturing  company  in  Logan.   They  made  dentist's  chairs. 
He  worked  one  year  in  the  Forest  Service  spraying  weeds  at 
Ponds  to  help  himself  through  school. 

The  Fullmer s  came  to  Firth  in  1964,  where  Cordell  has  taught 
Industrial  Arts,  Driver's  Education,  and  has  coached  wrestling. 
Cordell  is  on  the  faculty  in  1971-1972. 

SHERMAN  L.  MECHAM  AND  JUNE  BUTLER 

Sherman  helped  his  father,  Hyrum  Mecham,  and  his  mother, 
Mildred  Paskett  at  home  and  in  the  elevator  during  the  time  he 
was  not  in  school.   He  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   He 
filled  a  two  year  mission  to  California.   He  attended  U.S.U. , 
and  Ricks  College  where  he  met  June  Butler,  the  daughter  of 
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Grant  and  Edythe  Butler  of  Shelley.   He  and  June  were  so  in  love. 
They  graduated  from  Ricks  and  were  married,  then  went  to  B.Y.U. 
Sherman  worked  as  a  Security  Officer  at  Utah  State  Hospital  to 
help  himself  and  wife,  June,  through  school.   Sherman  received 
his  B.A.  degree  in  Physical  Education.   His  first  year  as  a  Coach 
was  in  Terreton,  Idaho.   The  next  year  he  applied,  and  received, 
a  position  in  the  Firth  High  School,  where  he  taught  P.E.  and 
Social  Studies  and  coached  Football,  basketball  and  track.   He 
has  held  that  position  for  the  past  three  years. 

June  and  Sherman  have  four  small  children:   Tressa,  Audrey, 
Michael  and  Brian.   The  Mechams  are  building  a  new  home  in  Firth. 
June  and  Sherman  have  been  very  active  in  the  L.D.S.  Church. 
Sherman  has  been  Superintendent  of  M.I. A.  and  June  was  just  re- 
cently installed  as  Primary  President. 

ROBERT  MESSICK  AND  SANDRA  SMITH 

Robert  is  the  son  of  William  and  Carma  Messick  of  Basalt. 
He  graduated  from  Firth  Elementary  and  High  School.   He  was  Class 
President  of  the  Senior  Class  in  1961.   He  received  his  athletic 
letters  in  sports.   He  was  Dance  Director  of  M.I. A.   He  served  a 
two  year  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Austria.   After  at- 
tending Ricks  College,  Robert  graduated  from  B.Y.U.   He  teaches 
the  third  grade  in  Moreland.   He  is  a  Sergeant  in  the  National 
Guard.   Robert  plays  the  guitar  and  sings. 

Sandra  is  the  daughter  of  Clyde  and  Virginia  Smith  of  Ammon. 
She  received  a  scholarship  to  Ricks.   Sandra  received  honorary 
mention  in  F.H.A.   She  teaches  Home  Economics  in  the  Firth  High 
School. 

H.  BECK  BENS  AND  SHIRLEY  L.  KLINE 

Beck  Bens  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   His  father 
had  bought  a  place  from  Fred  Shockey,  when  they  lived  in  Firth. 
Beck  was  a  barber  in  Pocatello  until  1969,  when  he  started 
teaching  mathematics  in  the  Blackfoot  High  School.   Cutting  hair 
helped  Beck  obtain  a  college  education. 

The  Bens  are  in  partnership  on  forty  acres  with  others,  near 
Firth.   They  raise  hay  and  grain. 

VERLE  KIDMAN  AND  MONTA  CHRISTENSEN 

Verle  is  the  son  of  Delbert  and  Elizabeth  Kidman.   Verle 
was  Student  Body  President  of  Bear  River  High  School  in  1943. 
He  won  an  athletic  scholarship,  which  assisted  Verle  greatly 
while  attending  college.   He  was  in  the  Navy  in  New  Guinea  and 
the  Phillipines.   He  graduated  from  U.S.U.   He  was  the  Coach 
in  Firth  in  1955. 

Verle  is  married  to  Monta  Christensen  from  Shelley.   She 
is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rheu  Christensen.   The  Christen- 
sens  were  progressive  farmers.   Verle  taught  Health,  P.E.  and 
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was  Coach  from  1955  to  1959.   He  was  Principal  of  the  Firth  Junior 
High  School  from  1959  to  1961.   In  1961,  they  moved  to  Idaho  Falls. 

The  Kidman's  children  are:   Leslie,  Christie,  Randy,  Kevin 
and  Ronda . 

JOHN  TUCKER  AND  MARSHA  MECHAM 

In  1968  John  came  from  Illinois.   He  was  in  the  Navy  on  the 
U.S.S.  Enterprise.   He  met  Marsha  in  California  while  he  was  in 
the  Navy.   Marsha  was  born  in  Firth.   She  is  the  daughter  of  Hyrum 
and  Mildred  Mecham.   She  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   She 
attended  Ricks  College  and  helped  her  father,  Hyrum,  in  his  busi- 
ness at  the  mill,  as  the  bookkeeper. 

John  teaches  two  classes  in  Algebra.   He  is  still  attending 
school  at  I.S.U.   He  works  as  a  night  watchman  for  Idaho  Supreme. 
John  and  Marsha  have  two  children:   Johnny  and  Jana. 

GARY  LARSEN  AND  LINDA  LAMPRECHT 

Gary  came  from  the  well-known  family  of  Larsens.   His  father 
was  Alan  Larsen,  an  L.D.S.  Stake  President  and  public  figure,   His 
grandfather,  J.  Berkley  Larsen  was  a  great  farmer  near  the  Blackfoot 
River,   He  was  also  a  Stake  President  of  the  Shelley  Stake  for  thirty 
years. 

Linda  was  raised  in  Thomas.   She  and  Gary  are  graduates  of 
Snake  River  High  School.   Gary  served  a  two  year  mission  to  Scot- 
land.  Gary  has  taught  in  the  Firth  schools  for  two  years.   He  is 
Principal  of  the  Junior  High  and  also  teaches  English  in  the  High 
School.   He  is  in  the  Stake  M.I. A.   He  likes  sports.   He  and  Linda 
are  building  a  new  home  on  the  old  Burkman  corner  near  Glen  Ceder- 
bergs.   They  have  two  children:   Mindy  and  Garon. 

ELWIN  CLAYSON  AND  DARLENE  DUCE 

Darlene  is  the  daughter  of  Mary  and  Leon  Duce.   She  has  been 
driving  a  school  bus  for  two  and  one-half  years.   She  was  raised 
in  Basalt. 

Elwin  and  Darlene  lived  on  part  of  Chris  Petersen's  place, 
one  mile  north  of  their  present  home.   After  three  years  they  pur- 
chased the  ground  and  built  a  lovely,  modern  home.   Claysons  have 
lived  there  for  twelve  years.   They  had  a  Grade  A  dairy  business 
and  Elwin  raised  much  of  the  feed,  hay  and  grain  for  the  cows. 
He  sold  milk  at  different  times  to  both  Challenge  and  Kraft. 

Elwin  is  a  member  of  the  National  Farmers  Organization.   He 
and  Darlene  have  been  active  in  the  L.D.S.  Church  and  in  comm- 
unity activities. 

Their  children  are:   David,  who  is  attending  B.Y.U.   Nolan 
attended  Ricks  College  and  is  a  missionary  in  South  Africa.   Den- 
nis attended  Ricks  College  and  is  in  Scotland  on  a  mission. 
Gaylen  is  at  Ricks  College.   Melanie  is  married  to  Roland  Park. 
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NEVA  NUNGESTER 

Neva,  and  her  son,  Kenneth,  came  to  Firth  in  1948.   Neva  had 
taught  school  in  Aberdeen  before  coming  to  District  #59.   Kenneth 
was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   He  was  Valedictorian  in 
1952.   Kenneth  has  taught  school  one  year  in  Rigby  and  twelve 
years  in  Firth. 

Bill  Nungester  is  an  attorney  in  Buhl.   He  is  married.   Both 
boys  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   They  liked  football 
and  basketball.   Kenneth  served  in  the  Army  in  Japan. 

Neva  taught  ten  years  in  Riverview  and  nineteen  years  in 
Firth.   Her  husband,  J.  L.  Nungester,  was  from  Aberdeen.   He  was 
an  insurance  man. 

Neva  was  chairman  of  the  Firth  Homemakers  in  1950-1951.   In 
1971,  Neva  was  Vice  President  of  the  Firth  Homemakers.16 
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Sugar  originated  in  India  long  before  Christ.   Sugar  cane  was 
used  then.   It  was  shipped  to  America  from  Selisia  in  1799. 

Sugar  beets  have  been  a  sweet  story.   In  1500  A.D.  a  Portugese 
poet,  Gil  Vicente,  wrote  this  couplet: 

One's  head  should  have  as  much  of  brains 
As  the  sweetness  which  the  beet  contains. 

In  17^7,  a  German  physics  professor,  Andrew  Margroff,  extracted 
sugar  crystals  from  sugar  beets.   But  most  people  thought  it  was  a 
trick.   At  the  opening  of  the  19th  century,  after  the  Napolean  war 
in  1806,  Napolean  was  cut  off  from  sugar  cane  supplies  by  the  Brit- 
ish Navy.   An  award  was  offered  by  the  Emperor  of  France  to  Benjamin 
Delessert  to  get  sugar  to  the  Army.   France  was  soon  producing  sugar 
beets  on  a  permanent  basis. 

In  our  country,  E.  H.  Dyer  built  the  first  successful  factory 
in  Alvarado,  California  in  1879.   He  had  studied  the  industry  in 
Europe.   Dyer  built  the  Idaho  Falls  factory  in  1903. 

In  1852-1855,  the  Mormon  pioneers  in  Utah  made  a  heroic,  but 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  ship  machinery  from  England.   They  hauled 
it  across  the  plains  in  wagons.   John  Taylor  had  been  a  missionary 
in  France.  'He  had  brought  many  ideas  from  France.   The  first  success- 
ful sugar  factory  in  the  intermountain  west  was  owned  by  U  &  I.   It 
went  into  operation  at  Lehi,  Utah,  in  1891, 

The  first  American  equipment  factory  built  by  American  Expansion, 
moved  into  Idaho  and  the  pacific  northwest  with  a  factory  in  Waverly, 
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Washington  in  1899,  and  one  in  Idaho  Falls  in  1903.   Yakima  Valley, 
Columbia  River  Basin,  and  Snake  River  Valley  soon  had  the  industry 
firmly  established. 

In  1906  three  companies,  Utah-Idaho,  Idaho  Sugar  and  Western 
Idaho  all  merged.   In  1907,  a  factory  was  built  in  Blackfoot.   Beet 
seed  was  imported  from  Europe. 

After  World  War  I  plants  were  put  in  cellars  during  the  cold 
winter,  then  transplanted  in  the  spring.   This  was  done  with  the 
beets  in  Grace  and  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho. 

Labor  camps  came  into  existence  after  World  War  II  and  priso- 
ners helped  supply  much  needed  labor. 

The  Shelley  factory  was  started  in  1917  by  Agricultural  Supt. 
John  Kelly.   Kelly  bought  the  ground  for  the  factory  and  was  con- 
nected with  the  company  in  various  positions  until  he  retired  in 
1945.   For  28  years  the  factory  was  equipped  although  some  years  it 
was  not  active.   The  Hayes  Project,  west  of  the  Snake  River,  was  one 
of  the  biggest  contributing  districts.   In  1945,  the  machinery  was 
dismantled  and  the  plant  was  used  for  storage.   Hundreds  of  growers 
raised  beets  for  U  and  I.   The  sugar  beet  is  very  versatile  and 
thrived  in  the  high  plateaus  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  at  altitudes  as 
high  as  7,000  feet  above  sea  level.   It  has  been  found  to  grow 
equally  as  well  below  sea  level  in  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California. 

The  by-products,  tops,  pulp,  and  molasses,  are  highly  nutri- 
tious feed  for  livestock.   These  by-products,  fed  with  grain  and 
alfalfa  hay  have  produced  the  highest  grade  of  beef  and  mutton.   The 
sugar  beet  industry  has  grown  and  is  an  integral  part  of  twenty-two 
states . 2 

Several  loading  stations  were  built  at  sidings.  Lava  Side, 
Hayes  Project  Mile  Post  II,  Goshen,  Firth,  Dumas  and  Monroe  were 
the  main  places  for  the  Basalt-Firth  area. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  the  majority  of  people  in  the  Basalt- 
Firth  area  were  on  farms.   The  few  who  had  small  businesses  lived 
in  town. 

Each  farmer  had  a  few  chickens,  several  milk  cows,  horses  to 
make  power,  and  a  garden  plot.   As  these  farmers  had  proved  up  on 
their  homesteads  or  had  purchased  from  those  relinquishing  them, 
they  built  their  houses  and  farmsteads  on  these  homesteads.   Some, 
in  later  years,  moved  into  the  townsites.   Most  of  the  early  home- 
steaders took  a  desert  claim  of  one  hundred  sixty  acres,  but  these 
were  before  1900. 

ARVIL  MILLAR 

Arvil  hauled  beets    from  Lava   Side   to   the   factory   in   1935-36 
with   a   rubber   tired  wagon   and  horses.      Seven   tons    of  beets  were 
shoveled   on   the  wagon  by  hand.      He  began  hauling  beets    for  his    dad 
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at  the  age  of  thirteen  with  an  iron  tired  wagon.   Melba  Millar 
weighed  beets  at  Monroe  the  same  years  *   Tractors,  with  wagons 
behind,  would  unload  from  side  beds,  from  a  high  elevation.   The 
beets  cropped  into  the  railroad  cars.   Arvil  and  Melba  had  a 
humble  beginning,  and  have  been  energetic  workers.   He  was  our 
State  Representative  for  12  years.   We  was  also  Director  of  the 
Beet  Growers  Association  since  1934,   He  is  the  1971  President  of 
the  Beet  Growers  Association.   He  was  born  and  raised  in  Shelley. 
Melba  is  a  native  of  Blackfoot  and  a  former  beauty  operator. 
Today  they,  along  with  their  many  church  and  public  duties,  operate 
"Millars  Milky  Way"  which  they  have  done  for  twenty  years.   The 
customers  buy  fresh  milk  from  a  drive  in  window.   They  have  two 
daughters,  Jeanne  and  Gale,  and  four  grandchildren. 

There  seems  to  be  no  local  record  kept  of  the  directors  or 
members,  but  a  listing  from  Arvil's  memory  and  others  are: 

Marion  Esplin  Sr.  was  a  director  and  President  until  1940 
when  he  was  replaced  by  Arvil  Millar.   Marion  Esplin  Jr.  was  a 
director.   Local  directors  were:  Wayne  Esplin,  Leonard  Cox,  Stanley 
Dye,  Maiden  Dye.   The  Dye  boys  still  grow  beets. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  some  of  the  producers  since  1933- 
1934.   This  seems  to  be  when  the  organization  began. 


Frank  Hanny 
Wm.  Messick 
Maurice  Gentillon 
Marcel  Gentillon 
John  Chapman 
Ed  Miller 
Phillip  Swenson 
John  Jowers, 
George  Bolander 
Wilburn  Robinson 
Lawrence  Short 
Thomas  Chris  tens  on 
Orvil  Prestwich 
Roy  Hanson 
Woodrow  Peterson 


John  Lyon 
Leo  Harper 
James  Lyon 
Barber  Dye 
James  Anderson 
Andy  Johnson 
Bryant  Stringham 
Eldro  Reid 
Clark  Hardy 
Dean  Guthrie 
Bill  Cederberg 
Leo  Mecham 
Arlin  Taylor 
Frank  Christenson 
Christ  Peterson3 


Oliver  Daines 
Carlisle  Esplin 
George  Lyon 
William  Dye 
Neil  Sage 
Ervin  Thompson 
Lewis  Eaton 
Frank  Lyon 
Maroni  Johnson 
Earl  Tew 
Walter  Dye 
Floyd  Hillman 
Orin  Turner 
Oscar  Nelson 


There  have  been  many  others  but  these  are  the  ones  reported. 
From  this  group,  Maiden  Dye  and  Orville  Prestwich  still  raise  beets, 
The  labor  problem  became  acute  and  many  refused  to  raise  beets. 

The  peak  of  employment  at  the  nation's  second  largest  plant  in 
Idaho  Falls  is  usually  between  350-400  persons.   This  figure  does 
not  include  the  haulers  and  weighers  at  the  dumping  stations. 

Fifty-five  thousand  acres  of  ground  have  been  planted  in  pre- 
vious years  with  beet  tonnage  from  600,000  to  700,000  each  year. 
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As  the  farmers  refused  to  raise  beets,  the  factories  were  closed. 
Many  years  were  unprofitable  because  of  insects  that  ate  the  beets; 
and,  also  because  of  labor  problems.   This  was  before  machines  came 
into  the  picture.   Success  has  been  replaced  by  years  of  failure. 
The  farmers  who  could  afford  to  invest  in  mechanized  machinery  will 
cause  1970-1971  to  be  a  bumper  year,  with  1972  even  brighter. 

In  19  71  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  of  the  Mormon  Church,  is  the 
President  of  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company.   The  Company  celebrated 
their  100th  anniversary  in  19  70. 

The  growing  of  beets  has  gone  through  many  changes.   From  hand 
plow,  hand  hoeing  and  topping,  to  the  very  modern  mechanized  machines 
of  weeders ,  toppers  and  loaders.   It  has  been  a  sweet,  sweet  story 
the  sugar  beet  has  told. 

In  1971,  when  the  last  beets  of  the  season  (October  to  March) 
were  processed  in  the  Idaho  Falls  factory,  it  was  found  to  be  a  sat- 
isfying year.   Huge  warehouses  were  filled  with  bags  of  sugar  and 
the  huge  tank  was  filled  with  juice  to  be  used  in  late  spring.   By 
summer,  the  bulk  bins  will  be  partly  emptied  because  sugar  is  shipped 
from  the  plant  to  the  customer.   The  District  Manager,  Ford  T.  Scalley 
said,  "The  1970  crop  was  one  of  the  biggest  the  plant  has  ever  had. 
The  outlook  for  1972  is  very  bright."4 

MARION  ESPLIN 

Among   the    farmers  who  bought    land  was   Marion   Esplin.    He   came 
from  Orderville,   Utah    in   1901   or   1902  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Leonard   Cox,    Sr. ,   who  had  married   two   of  Marion's   sisters,    Armina, 
who   died,    and   Diantha. 

Marion  had  been  raised  a  farmer  and  stockman  in  Utah.   He  had 
attended  schools  and  college  at  BY  Academy  in  Beaver. 

Marion  met  the  charming  school  teacher,  Cleminta  Church,  who 
was  teaching  at  Monroe,  or  Cemetery  School,  in  1903  when  Charles 
Criddle  and  Reuben  Jensen  were  the  trustees. 

Cleminta  was  from  Panguitch,  Utah  and  had  attended  BYU  in 
Provo  when  only  fifteen.   Her  schooling  was  paid  for  by  three 
twenty  dollar  gold  pieces  her  father  gave  her  when  he  sold  his 
cattle.   Cleminta  had  met  a  niece  of  Marie  Jensens  in  Provo, 
Annie  Inglestrom,  who  told  her  of  the  need  of  a  teacher.   The 
School  Board  in  Basalt  accepted  her.   She  boarded  with  Reuben 
and  Marie  Jensen  on  their  farm  east  of  the  cemetery.   Her  school 
was  one  room  and  had  all  eight  grades  in  that  one  room. 

Marion  was  determined  to  find  a  home  and  to  win  the  fair  maiden. 
He  had  a  sporty  black-top  buggy  with  red  wheels,  and  a  spirited 
team  that  he  drove  to  haul  "Miss  Clemmy"  around. 

They  were  married  December  8,  1905.  Marion  bought  some  land 
along  the  highway,  east  of  the  tracks,  and  also  some  other  tracts 
of  land. 
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Through  a  trade,  they  obtained  the  old  Croft  place  and  lived 
in  the  big  rock  house  where  they  raised  most  of  their  family. 
Marion  traded  some  land  on  the  river  for  a  home  in  Shelley.   Marion 
was  Bishop  of  the  Shelley  First  Ward  for  many  years.   Cleminta  was 
in  many  ward  and  stake  positions. 

The  sugar  beet  industry  and  potato  industry  were  promoted  by 
Marion  Sr. ;  later,  by  his  son  Marion  Jr.,  and  his  grandsons,  Leon 
and  LaMaun . 

Marion  and  Cleminta  are  both  deceased,  but  they  had  three 
boys  and  four  girls:  Marion  C. ,  Ruth  Rawlins,  Austin,  deceased, 
Eva,  Vera  Ballard,  Carl,  and  Dorothy  Christensen. 

Marion  Jr.  farmed  the  old  place  for  years.  Today  the  grand- 
sons still  run  the  place.  Marion  Jr.'s  daughter,  Marilyn  Jolley, 
lives  in  Firth.5 

SAM  DIAL 

One  of  the  prominent  men  who  helped  promote  the  beet  industry 
was  Samuel  Dial,  whose  parents  came  from  Illinois  in  1887,  as  con- 
verts to  the  Mormon  Church.   Samuel  married  Mae  Lucetta  Stoddard 
and  they  were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children,  nine  still  living: 
Lawrence,  Jennie  Cobb  ley,  Louis  Millar,  Fern  Kelley,  Ira,  Docia 
Harker-Anderson,  Edwin,  Joe,  Ennis  Covert.   Many  of  these  have  been 
great  producers  of  beets  during  the  years  of  the  industry. 

In  1915,  Samuel  and  family  moved  from  Shelley  to  Basalt.  They 
worked  for  John  F.  Shelley  on  the  Jay  Farr  ranch,  one-fourth  mile 
south  of  Wayne  Esplin  in  the  field  east  of  Ronald  Esplin. 

There  were  several  Dials  around,  one  east,  one  south,  one  on 
the  corner,  and  one  where  Corgetelli  built.  The  people  called  it 
Dial's  Corner. 

Several  years  were  spent  in  Basalt  before  the  Firth  Ward  was 
started.   Both  wards  met  together  until  1924.   Jennie  acted  as 
Sunday  School  Secretary  many  years,  when  William  Dye  and  Phillip 
Paskett  were  Bishops.   Jennie  said,  "Lawrence,  my  brother,  was  on 
the  baseball  team.   The  boys  would  travel  all  over  the  valley  to 
the  games  by  team  in  white  topped  buggies.   We  enjoyed  living  in 
Basalt.   We  had  many  school  friends  and  fine  neighbors,  such  as 
the  Yorgensons,  McBrides ,  Elseys,  Armstrongs,  Gregorsens,  Winter- 
bottoms,  Quinns ,  Sorensons ,  Kelseys ,  Braggs,  Baileys  and  others. 
I  had  pneumonia  while  there  and  Dr.  Brundage  brought  me  Easter 
eggs." 

The  Dials  moved  west  of  Shelley  the  second  time,  near  the  big 
head  gate.   Samuel  worked  for  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Co.   A  spur  of 
the  railroad  had  been  built  from  Shelley  west  to  the  river.   The 
dump  was  there.   There  is  where  the  farmers  from  the  Hayes  Project 
unloaded.   Samuel  was  a  supervisor  for  the  Beet  Growers  for  many 
years  and  was  in  charge  of  the  dump.   Samuel  died  July  23,  1946. 

306 


FARMERS 


MALDEN   DYE   &   RUTH   CHRISTENSEN 

Maiden  was    the   oldest   son   of  William  M.    and  Julia  A.    Child  Dye. 
He  was  born   in   1900   just   at    the   time   the   railroad  was   moving   the 
tracks    and   the   two   towns  were  being  born.      Maiden's    father  was    the 
first   Bishop   of   Basalt   after   the   town  was   moved   up   above   the   canal. 

Being  the  oldest  son,  Maiden  was  taught  responsibility  and 
learned  to  be  frugil  and  observing.   His  memory  was  keen  and  many 
have  sought  his  opinion  and  recollection  on  happenings  of  the  past. 

Maiden  was  a  graduate  of  Basalt  Elementary  and  attended  the  9th 
grade,  a  course  of  high  school  subjects,  given  at  the  Basalt  school. 
There  was  no  high  school  until  1922.   Maiden  attended  Ricks  College 
and  received  training  in  a  missionary  course.   In  1920  he  filled  a 
mission  to  the  Eastern  States. 

He  married  a  young  school  teacher,  Ruth  Christensen,  shortly 
after  his  return  home.   Ruth  was  born  in  Basalt,  the  daughter  of 
Severin  Christensen  and  Matilda  Atkinson.   She  received  her  ele- 
mentary education  in  Clarkston,  Utah.   She  was  a  graduate  of  Box 
Elder  High  School  in  Brigham  City,  Utah.   Ruth  attended  Albion 
Normal  for  one  year.   She  taught  one  year  at  Salina,  Utah,  and  three 
years  at  Clarkston,  Utah,  before  her  marriage. 

Ruth  and  Maiden  made  their  home  in  Firth.  They  lived  in  the 
Peek  home  for  many  years.  The  children  were  raised  in  this  home. 
Their  son,  Calvin,  lives  there  now. 

Their  children  are:  Maynard,  who  married  Helen  Stokes.   He 
works  as  an  electrical  engineer  for  Gulf  Oil  Company  in  San  Diego, 
California.   They  have  four  boys.   Lenna  who  married  John  McCracken 
from  Kentucky.   He  is  deceased.   Lenna  works  as  a  bookkeeper  for 
Woodward  Brothers  Potato  Company  in  Firth.   Lemoyne  married  Forrest 
Lane  Stringham,  who  works  as  a  maintenance  man  for  AEC.   They  have 
eight  children  -  two  sons  on  missions  -  one  in  Japan;  the  other  in 
Germany.   Forrest  is  Bishop  of  the  Basalt  Ward.   Anna  Lorraine  mar- 
ried John  Chapman  of  Firth.   He  is  a  supervisor  for  Idaho  Supreme. 
They  have  six  children.   John  and  Lorraine  live  south  and  east  of 
Firth.   Ruel  V.  married  Carla  J.  Anderson.   Ruel  is  a  mechanical 
engineer  for  AEC.   They  have  six  children  and  live  in  Firth,  Idaho. 
Francis  Calvin  married  Marilyn  Petersen.   He  is  an  electrical  engin- 
eer for  AEC.   They  have  six  children.   Calvin  lives  in  the  old  home 
where  he  was  raised  in  Firth. 

Maiden  and  Ruth  have  had  a  few  sheep,  a  few  milk  cows.   They 
sold  milk  to  Kraft.   Maiden  has  been  a  public  spirited  man  like 
his  father,  and  because  of  his  good  judgement  has  served  as  a 
Director  on  the  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation  Company,  on  the 
Firth  School  Board  for  many  years,  and  on  a  Council  for  the  Bureau 
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of  Reclamation  to  supervise  the  American  Falls,  Palisades  and  other 
reservoirs.   He  served  on  the  council  from  1958  to  1961. 

Maiden  drove  a  school  bus  many  years.   Before  there  were  school 
buses  he  took  turns  with  his  brother,  Stanley  Dye,  driving  the 
school  sleigh.   This  sleigh  would  transport  the  Goshen  High  School 
students  to  and  from  school. 

Maiden  was  a  member  of  the  Potato  Growers  for  several  years. 
He  worked  two  years  in  the  Dye  Mercantile  Store  in  Firth.   He 
was  night  watchman  for  the  store. 

In  19  71,  Maiden  and  Ruth  are  still  raising  sugar  beets.   They 
are  getting  twenty  four  tons  per  acre.   Maiden  said  he  had  helped 
with  the  beets  as  far  back  as  he  can  remember  -  even  before  he  was 
married*   He  helped  his  father  raise  them.   When  he  was  a  boy  the 
beets  were  hauled  by  horses  and  a  side  dump  wagon  to  the  Firth  dump. 

Ruth  has  written  some  poetry  and  helped  in  literary  lines  in 
her  life.   She  has  been  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School,  Stake  Relief 
Society  and  Ward  President  of  the  Relief  Society,  M.I. A.,  and  Pri- 
mary,  Maiden  was  in  the  Stake  Sunday  School  Superintendency  with 
George  Risemay.   He  was  ward  Sunday  School  Superintendent  at  Firth. 
Both  have  served  in  other  capacities. 

Maiden  and  Ruther  were  temple  officiators  for  nearly  twelve 
years  in  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D,S.  Temple. 

After  William  died,  Maiden  and  Ruth  resided  in  the  big  house 
of  his  father,  William  Dye,  where  Maiden  was  raised. 

The  Dyes  have  beef  cattle,  attend  church  and  are  enjoying 
their  retiring  years  together. 

STANLEY  DYE  AND  DAVEEN  CLARK 

Stanley  was  raised  in  Firth  and  grew  up  in  the  same  place 
that  he  was  born.   He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Julia  Dye,   Stanley 
had  strong  traits  of  character,  honest  endeavor  and  persistence. 
Stanley  graduated  from  both  Firth  Elementary  and  High  School-   He 
started  in  a  little  one  room  school  with  ail  grades  in  the  same 
room.   Mr.  McKinzie  taught  him  in  the  third  grade  in  District  #4. 
Stanley  was  a  graduate  of  Ricks  College. 

Stanley  married  Daveen  Clark,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Clark  of  Blackfoot.   Daveen  received  her  elementary  and 
high  school  education  in  Blackfoot-   Stanley  and  Daveen  built  a 
modern  home  on  the  land  acquiesced  to  him  by  William  Dye,  his 
father.   It  was  part  of  the  Dye  homestead,  near  the  tail  end  of 
Cedar  Point  Canal.   Stanley  has  been  a  dedicated  farmer.   He  has 
raised  grain,  hay,  potatoes,  and  beets.   He  has  been  a  constant 
grower  of  beets  since  he  first  joined  the  Beet  Growers  Association. 
Stanley  has  maintained  a  farm  flock  of  sheep  and  a  small  herd  of 
cows.   He  has  sold  to  Kraft  and  Challenge.   Stanley  drove  a  school 
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bus  for  eighteen  years.   He  had  to  give  it  up  when  his  health  failed. 
He  was  Ward  Clerk  for  six  years,  Councelor  for  three  years,  and  Bishop 
for  eleven  years  (1938-51). 

Daveen  has  been  a  visiting  teacher  for  the  same  ward  for  thirty- 
eight  years  with  100%  teaching  accomplished  except  for  one  year. 
Daveen  has  worked  long,  hard  hours  for  the  Eastern  Idaho  State  Fair, 
as  local  Chairman  for  the  Firth  Farm  Bureau,  then  as  County  Chairman 
for  many  years.   Daveen  has  promoted  the  talent  and  4-H  programs. 
She  is  truly  a  public  minded  person  and  is  still  very  active  in  the 
Farm  Bureau. 

Stanley  and  Daveen  have  four  children.   They  are:  Stanley  Clark 
Dye,  a  machinist  in  Salt  Lake,  Nola  Dye  Peck,  a  graduate  of  Ricks 
and  an  R.N. ,  Orean  Dye  Wright  has  a  degree  in  elementary  education 
and  teaches  school,  and  Blaine  Derlin,  who  is  a  maintenance  man  in 
Sun  Valley.   He  had  one  year  of  college  and  is  still  single. 

Stanley  and  Daveen  adopted  a  little  girl. 

WARREN  E.  DYE  AND  MARY  ALICE  CHAMBERS 

Warren  received  an  inheritance  of  faith  and  courage  from  his 
parents,  Joseph  and  Nellie.   Warren  was  All  State  Guard  from  Shelley 
in  1924.   He  won  the  championship  in  football  in  1925  for  Firth 
High  School.   Unusual  incidents  and  tragedies  came  to  Warren  at  an 
early  age.   He  was  put  in  the  Shelley  Stake  as  High  Councilman  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years.   He  was  set  apart  in  the  Basalt  Bishopric 
with  Bishop  Rulon  Jensen  at  the  age  of  twenty  two.   Warren  had  two 
wives  before  the  meridian  of  his  life. 

Warren  and  Lucille  Price,  his  first  wife,  who  was  an  ardent 
worker  in  her  church  and  served  on  the  Shelley  Stake  Primary  Board, 
lived  in  the  home  that  Joseph  and  Nellie  had  built  earlier  after 
they  had  moved  from  the  log  house.   This  was  on  the  eighty  acres 
that  Warren  obtained  from  his  father's  homestead. 

Warren  and  Lucille  had  the  following  children:  Marneta,  in 
Denver,  Leatha  (deceased),  Robert  in  Boise,  and  Roger,  a  painter 
in  Twin  Falls.   Lucille  died  suddenly   returning  from  a  trip  to 
the  doctor.   Warren  carried  on  with  the  help  of  his  sister, 
Florence,  and  relatives.  He  raised  beets,  potatoes,  grain,  hay 
and  milked  cows.   The  home  burned  down  soon  after.   Warren  moved 
to  their  home  (another  one)  south  of  his  farm. 

Warren  was  Director  of  the  Idaho  Potatoe  Growers  Association 
for  fifteen  years.   He  drove  a  school  bus  for  eight  years.   He 
was  a  member  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  the  Basalt  Town  Board.   He 
sold  milk  to  Challenge  in  1930  soon  after  it  was  organized. 

Warren  married  Florence  Hacking,  a  school  teacher  and  a 
talented  musician  and  reader.   Florence  had  been  teaching  school 
in  Firth.   Her  brother,  Leonard  Hacking,  was  operating  the  Firth 
Implement  Company  when  Florence  and  Warren  met.   Warren  and 
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Florence  had  six  children:  Martha  lives  in  Blackfoot,  Jay  in  Wash- 
ington, Joyce  works  in  the  hospital  in  Idaho  Falls,  LaNell  has  some 
of  the  qualities  of  her  mother.   She  gives  readings  and  attends 
college*   She  is  majoring  in  speech.   LaNell  was  Valedictorian  of 
her  Senior  Class  in  1969,   Myrna  is  a  senior  at  Firth  High  School, 
and  Julie  is  a  freshman.   The  last  two  are  at  home. 

Florence  passed  away  with  cancer.   Again  Warren  was  alone.   His 
first  family  was  married.   Warren  married  Mary  Alice  Chambers,  dau- 
ghter of  Lucinda  and  Lorenzo  Chambers.   Mary  Alice  had  four  children 
who  are  married:  Gerald  in  Kentucky,  Judy  in  Kentucky,  Sheila 
married  Roger,  Warren's  son,  and  Charles  who  lives  in  Shelley. 

Mary  Alice  has  been  good  to  Warren's  children.   She  has  been 
a  good  mother  to  all  the  children.   She  loves  to  cook  and  keep  house, 
She  was  on  the  Stake  Board  and  is  Speech  Director.   She  has  served 
faithfully  in  other  positions. 

The  children  have  been  good  music  students.   All  of  Warren's 
children  have  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Roger  received 
awards  in  music.   Warren  has  been  a  faithful  farmer  and  beet 
grower  most  of  his  farming  years. 

GEORGE  BOLANDER  AND  NORA  MCGARY 

Nora  was  raised  in  Taylorsville ,  Utah,  the  second  child  in  a 
family  of  ten  children.   She  marched  in  a  parade  commemorating  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  the  pioneers  to  the 
Salt  Lake  Valley.   She  was  six  years  old,  wore  a  white  dress  and 
carried  a  Japanese  Parasol. 

In  1905,  Nora  moved  to  Shelley  Idaho  with  her  parents.   The 
McGary  family  lived  in  tents  for  the  first  summer,   They  failed 
to  keep  their  land,  but  they  started  again.   The  father  and  the 
children  thinned  beets  and  picked  potatoes  to  buy  clothes. 

George  Bolander  worked  as  a  hired  man  for  the  same  farmer 
the  McGary 's  were  working  for.   A  friendship  developed  between 
George  and  Nora.   George  Bolander  was  born  in  Denmark.   He  came 
to  Utah  with  his  parents  when  he  was  a  baby.   In  1902,  the  Bolanders 
came  to  Idaho. 

George  and  Nora  were  married  in  1914  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Their 
honeymoon  was  spent  visiting  relatives  in  Utah.   The  Bolanders 
were  tenant  farmers  and  lived  in  different  places.   In  1940,  George 
and  Nora  moved  from  Blackfoot  to  Firth.   They  bought  the  farm 
where  Lloyd  lives.   The  Bolanders  milked  cows,  raised  beets, 
potatoes,  hay  and  grain.   The  Bolanders  paid  off  their  loans  and 
were  no  longer  tenant  farmers,   The  children  all  attended  Firth 
schools.   All  were  high  school  graduates.   All  eight  children 
were  raised  on  the  farm  south  of  Firth.   All  of  the  children  live 
in  Firth  except  Nola  Barnhart,  who  is  in  Basalt,  Ora  Sorensen,  who 
is  in  Idaho  Falls  and,  Von,  who  is  in  Boise. 
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Lloyd  has  been  a  Bishop.   Patrina  Lyon  has  been  a  Primary  Pres- 
ident, Gary  is  a  builder,  Vance  is  a  Counselor,  Beth  is  the  wife  of 
a  Bishop,  Nora,  George  and  their  family  have  all  been  devoted, 
dedicated  workers  in  the  ward  and  community.   George  has  been  a 
Sunday  School  Superintendent  Assistant  and  Ward  Clerk.   Nora  has 
been  secretary  for  the  Relief  Society  for  ten  years,  helping  in 
other  capacities  at  the  same  time.   George  and  Nora  left  the  farm 
to  Lloyd  in  1951  and  bought  a  little  home  in  Firth.   George  passed 
away  in  1965.   Nora  lives  in  the  little  house  he  bought  for  her. 

ALBERT  FRANK  HANNY  JR.  AND  NELLIE  FLORENCE  DYE 

Frank  was  born  in  Wilford,  the  fourth  child  of  Albert  and  Alice 
Hanny.   His  father  travelled  all  over  the  country  before  he  settled 
down.   Frank  attended  schools  in  the  upper  valley  and  was  a  student 
at  Ricks  College.   He  married  Nellie  Florence  Dye  of  Firth.   Florence 
is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nellie  Dye  of  Firth.   She  graduated 
from  elementary  school  in  Firth  and  from  two  years  at  Ricks  College 
in  1914.   Florence  was  a  scribe  for  her  father  for  years.   He  was 
a  stake  patriarch. 

Frank  and  Florence  bought  forty  acres  from  her  father,  located 
one  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Firth.   Frank  was  ordained 
Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward  August,  1934.   The  ward  was  in  the  process 
of  making  a  new  chapel.   It  was  dedicated  in  August  of  1935.   Frank 
and  Florence  were  ardent  workers  in  the  ward.   Florence  was  Primary 
President  from  1924-19  36.   Frank  worked  on  the  threshing  machine. 
He  was  away  many  weeks  in  the  fall  months  doing  custom  work.   Frank 
and  Florence  moved  the  old  house  that  was  their  home,  to  Warren's 
land,  south  of  where  he  lives  today.   Frank  built  a  new  brick  home 
in  1929.   Their  children  are:  Dora  Florence,  True  Frances  Farrar, 
librarian  at  the  Firth  Elementary  School,  Grant  Hanny,  a  High 
Counselor  in  the  Shelley  Stake,  Austin  Henry,  killed  in  a  plane 
crash  in  World  War  I,  Joy  Myrlene,  burned  in  a  geyser  in  Yellowstone 
Park,  and  Joseph  Albert. 

Frank  and  Florence  were  diversified  farmers.   They  raised  beets 
for  many  years.   After  Frank  died  from  falling  off  a  haystack  onto 
a  pitch  fork,  Florence  rented  the  farm.   Her  son,  Grant,  operated 
it  and  raised  beets. 

Florence  filled  a  mission  from  19  33  to  19  35  to  the  Western 
States.   She  filled  another  mission  to  California  in  1953-1955. 

Much  of  her  years  after  retirement  were  spent  traveling.   She 
went  to  Europe,  New  York,  and  various  other  places.   Florence  lives 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  where  she  does  genealogy  and  temple  work. 
Two  of  her  children,  Grant  and  True,  live  in  the  Shelley  Stake. 

JOHN  CHAPMAN  AND  ALEXIA  PAGE 

Around  1942  the  Chapmans  came  from  Preston, Idaho  to  Firth. 
They  had  lived  in  Preston  for  nineteen  years.   They  bought  eighty 
acres  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth  homestead.   The  other  eighty  acres  of 
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the  Firth  homestead  is  the  Firth  Townsite  and  the  Wernette  home  site. 

Alexia  was  raised  in  Dayton,  Idaho.   John  and  Alexia  have  been 
stalwart  workers  in  the  Firth  Community.   Alexia  gives  piano  lessons 
and  has  played  the  piano  and  organ  for  all  the  auxiliaries  and  other 
public  meetings.   John  Jr.  has  the  farm  now.   His  father  raised  beets 
potatoes,  grain  and  hay,   John  was  in  the  Firth  Bishopric  for  years 
and  was  Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward  for  seven  years.   John  and  Alexia 
have  been  temple  officiators  for  twelve  years.   They  filled  a  two 
year  mission  to  Australia. 

The  six  Chapman  children  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School 
and  all  live  in  the  Shelley  Stake  except  Dorma,  who  lives  in  Soda 
Springs.   The  children  are:  Donna  Peterson  of  Firth;  Lucille  Dye  of 
Shelley;  Dorma  Monroe  of  Soda  Springs;  John  Jr.  who  married  Lorraine 
Dye,  of  Firth;  Wilford,  who  married  Margaret  Bowman  of  Firth;  Shir- 
ley Johnson,  Firth.   The  Chapman's  have  thirty-five  grandchildren. 

LAWRENCE  SHORT  AND  MARIE  YOUNG 

Lawrence  and  Marie  bought  a  farm  from  Marie  Jensen  in  19  41. 
It  was  the  Chipman  place,  where  the  Wilhelms  live  now. 

The  Shorts  were  farmers.   They  raised  hay,  grain  and  beets 
one  year.   The  ground  was  too  rocky  for  good  beet  culture.   Lawrence 
would  have  his  crops  planted  before  anyone  else.   The  older  children 
attended  school  in  Basalt.   Some  graduated  from  Snake  River  High 
School. 

Marie  was  the  daughter  of  John  Young.   Her  Uncle  Frank  worked 
on  the  Cedar  Point  Canal.   Marie  was  a  devoted  mother.   Their  six 
children  are:  Lorene  Stickline;  Wayne  Short,  who  was  in  the  Army 
and  married  a  Hopla  girl;  Mary  Lou  Henscheid,  who  lives  in  Boise; 
Philip  Short  was  in  the  Navy  and  married  an  Osbourne  girl,  Loretta 
Hendricks;  and,  Glenda,  who  married  Dennis  Woods. 

EARL  TEW  AND  BETH  JOHNSON 

Earl  raises  cattle  as  well  as  being  a  beet  grower.   Earl  and 
Beth  were  graduates  of  Shelley  High  School.   Both  were  raised  on 
large  farms,  and  knew  the  hard  work  and  long  hours  necessary  to 
produce  a  family  income.   Earl's  parents,  Oscar  and  Lucinda  Weaver 
Johnson,  had  bred  industry  into  their  children  as  well  as  culture 
and  dedication, 

Beth  and  Earl  moved  to  the  Lee  Patchin  place  in  1958.   They  had 
farmed  for  twenty  years  before  coming  to  Basalt. 

Earl  filled  a  mission  to  the  Tongan  Islands  and  Hawaii.   He  was 
in  the  Navy,  and  was  in  Pearl  Harbor  when  it  was  bombed.   Beth  had 
attended  business  college  and  worked  as  a  cashier.   Beth  inherited 
musical  ability  from  her  father.   He  was  organist  in  various 
auxiliaries  before  marriage.   Beth  has  had  many  Stake  and  Ward  posi- 
tions.  Since  coming  to  Basalt,  Earl  has  been  a  Bishop  and  a  counse- 
lor in  the  Shelley  Stake  Presidency. 
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Earl  has  raised  beets  at  different  times  during  his  years  as 
a  farmer.   In  19  71,  on  the  seventh  day  of  November,  he  finished  his 
beets  that  were  covered  by  snow.   The  restrictions  on  beets  and 
the  culture  on  them  has  prevented  many  farmers  from  growing  them. 
Earl  has  always  had  good  tonnage  and  fair  success  in  harvesting. 
He  has  cattle  and  summer  range  on  Minor  Creek. 

The  Earl  Tew  children  have  attended  Firth  schools  all,  or 
part,  of  their  lives.   The  older  children  were  graduates  of  Firth 
High  School.   Their  children  are:   Coral,  who  married  LaMaun  Esplin. 
She  is  very  musically  inclined,  a  very  good  seamstress  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  Ricks  College.   Her  husband  is  a  sprinkler  farmer.   Maureen 
married  Carlos  Egan.   Both  are  graduates  of  Ricks  College  and  they 
now  live  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  where  he  is  a  teacher.   Mark,  unmarried, 
lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Lorna  married  Vaughn  Cook.   They  are  both 
graduates  of  Ricks  College  and  BYU.   She  is  a  school  teacher.   Paul 
won  an  F.F.A.  Award,  third  in  National  Speech  contest,  and  received 
a  trip  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.   He  is  attending  Ricks.   Paul's  talk, 
"Agriculture — Second  to  None,"  was  presented,  with  eleven  other 
Pacific  Region  winners  and  won  first  place.   The  final  contest  was 
with  three  speakers.   He  was  judged  third.   Art  Linkletter  addressed 
the  ten  thousand  members.   Norman  enjoys  athletics.   Bonny  gives 
readings,  loves  drama  and  music.   Darrel  participates  in  sports;  and, 
David  is  hardly  old  enough  to  decide. 

KENNETH  JOHNSON  AND  MARY  ILENE  CROFTS 

Kenneth  and  Ilene  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Ilene 
received  her  elementary  schooling  in  Firth  and  Kenneth  in  Basalt. 
Ilene  was  an  honor  student  and  was  salutatorian  of  her  senior  class. 
In  1951,  Kenneth  was  in  the  Army  in  Japan  and  Korea. 

After  Kenneth  and  Ilene  bought  the  Louis  Cox  farm  south  of 
Shelley,  they  became  members  of  the  Shelley  Fifth  Ward.   The 
Johnsons  were  members  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  Beet  Growers,  NFO  and 
Cedar  Creek  Grazing  Association. 

Kenneth  had  summer  range  on  Cedar  Creek.   He  raises  cattle, 
grain,  beets  and  hay. 

Six  children  came  to  the  Johnsons.   They  are:  Kathie,  Nadine , 
Russell,  Sandra,  Darwin  and  JoAnna. 

HOWARD  HOFINES  AND  LEAH  PRESTWICH 

The  Prestwiche  family  has  been  here  for  several  years. 

Howard  and  Leah  started  their  abode  twenty- two  years  ago. 
Mr.  Prestwich  the  father  sold  them  their  land.   He,  Ernest,  and 
his  wife  Florence  had  lived  on  the  farm  before  the  children  were 
old  enough  to  farm. 

The  Hofines  have  found  that  raising  beets  is  very  profitable 
for  them.   The  Hofines  and  Prestwiches  have  belonged  to  the  Beet 
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Growers  since  1929,   The  Hofines  had  two  boys.   One  is  married  and 
one  is  at  home. 

ORVILLE  PRESTWICH  AND  LILA  FRANK 

Orville  was  born  in  Lincoln,  Idaho  the  son  of  Ernest  and  Flor- 
ence Lee  Prestwich.   Orville  worked  ten  years  in  the  Sugar  Factory. 
Orville  said  that  the  sugar  factory  today  puts  out  six  thousand 
tons  each  day.   The  Prestwichs  lived  in  Hinckley,  Utah,  until  1929 
or  19  30.   The  place  where  they  live  was  purchased.   Jake  Hutch  had 
taken  a  Squatters  Right  but  Joe  Hess  was  the  real  homesteader. 

The  Prestwiches  have  raised  beets  since  they  returned  from 
Utah.   They  have  fifty  acres  and  the  beets  usually  average  from 
sixteen  to  seventeen  tons  per  acre.   This  year  has  been  a  bad  year, 
Mr.  Prestwich  said.   The  frost  came  and  many  beets  are  docked 
because  the  frost  causes  heating  and  rot.   The  Sugar  Company 
decides  when  the  beets  are  ready  to  dig.   Orville  is  the  brother 
of  Verdell  Prestwich  of  Basalt.   Orville,  Verdell,  Leah  and  one 
other  brother  live  in  this  area. 

JAMES  TAYLOR 

When  James  Taylor  was  born  in  Holliday,  Utah,  on  October  19, 
1878,  it  was  known  as  Big  Cottonwood.   James  was  the  second  eldest 
in  the  family  of  nine  of  James  J.  and  Sarah  L.  Boyce  Taylor.   James 
remembers  his  first  school  teacher  as  a  lady  with  crutches.   Sarah 
Krump ,  the  teacher,  often  used  them  as  a  gentle  reminder  to  unruly 
students  with  a  rap  on  the  head.   James  completed  the  eighth  grade 
and  gained  his  other  training  from  the  school  of  experience  and 
hard  knocks.   He  worked  in  a  nursery,  hauled  rags  to  a  paper  mill, 
worked  on  railroad  track,  herded  cattle,  drove  a  stagecoach  to 
Yellowstone  Park  for  Don  Walker,  his  uncle,  and  built  canals  and 
churches.   He  worked  in  mines,  where  he  developed  a  dislike  for 
dairy  products  because  of  tainted  dairy  foods  that  were  delivered 
to  miners  unfresh.   He  loved  horses  and  had  many  fine  ones  in  his 
lifetime. 

On  one  of  the  trips  with  the  Stage  Coach  from  Dubois  to  Yellow- 
stone Park,  James  was  honored  to  drive  William  Jennings  Bryant,  the 
orator,  to  the  Park. 

James  and  his  brother,  Will,  came  to  Idaho  in  1905  to  seek 
their  fortunes.   Twenty  acres  was  purchased  in  Kimball.   Their 
horses  were  weak  from  work  and  insufficient  feed.  Their  first  crop 
was  twelve  hundred  bushels  of  grain-   The  boys  ran  in  debt  for  a 
binder.   They  did  custom  work  to  pay  for  it.   Four  hundred  acres 
sold  for  one  dollar  an  acre.    Grain  was  selling  at  forty  and  fifty 
cents  a  bushel. 

James  claims  he  made  his  best  money  raising  sugar  beets.   He 
was  glad  to  see  Blackfoot  get  a  sugar  factory. 
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When  the  Kimball  Ward  was  organized,  several  men  went  to  the 
saw  mill  for  lumber.   The  mill  hands  would  not  saw  because  of  the 
snow  storm.   Taylor  and  others  purchased  the  mill,  sawed  their  own 
logs  and  built  the  first  Kimball  Church,  which  served  the  Ward  for 
fifty  years.   Kimball  was  dissolved  into  Wapello  and  Firth  in  1955. 

James  considered  marriage  as  a  time  consumer,  but  eventually 
found  his  choice  while  visiting  at  the  George  Davis  home  in  Basalt. 
He  married  Luella  Davis  in  1912  at  the  age  of  thirty  four.   Luella 
gave  him  four  children.   Two  died,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
1922.   In  1926,  he  married  Rosa  Neilson  Jorgensen  who  had  four 
children  of  her  own.   One  daughter,  Barbara  Ruth,  was  born  to  James 
and  Rosa.   James  still  had  two  surviving  sons,  Arlin  and  Keith.   The 
family  moved  into  the  home  where  James  lived  until  his  death. 

ENOS  JORGENSEN  AND  LILLIE  PORTER 

Bee  men  are  not  as  common  today  as  they  were  in  earlier  years. 
Several  farmers  would  own  swarms  of  bees  and  extract  and  share  the 
honey. 

Enos  and  Otto  were  brothers  and  bee  men.   They  were  father  and 
uncle  of  Leatha  Thompson.   The  Jorgensens  came  to  this  area  in  1904. 
They  worked  for  Leonard  Cox  until  1911  when  Enos  and  Lillie  bought 
forty  acres  from  Leonard  Cox.   Leonard  had  bought  one  thousand  acres 
east  of  the  Monroe  Beet  Dump  from  different  homesteaders.   Part  of 
this  land  had  belonged  to  Charles  Criddle.   He  received  a  patent 
in  August  1901,  when  he  proved  up  on  the  desert  claim  which  was 
before  they  bought  an  old  house  that  had  been  moved  from  old  Basalt 
to  the  corner  east  of  Granges,  west  of  Lillian  Esplins.   The  Jorgen- 
sens had  lived  in  this  house  and  Leatha  Thompson  was  born  in  this 
house.   Later,  the  house  was  moved  to  the  farm  and  used  for  an  old 
chicken  coop. 

There  was  a  log  house  on  the  land  Pete  Jorgensen  had  bought 
from  Mr.  Cox.   The  Esplins  and  Davises  had  lived  in  it.   This  house 
was  the  Jorgensen' s  home  where  Leatha  lives. 

Marie  Carling  was  a  sister  to  Pete  Jorgensen. 

Enos  and  Lillie  had  four  children:  Leland;  Leatha,  who  lives 
in  the  old  home  in  Basalt;  Merl;  and  Earl. 

EDWARD  WEBB 

Edward  Milo  Webb,  son  of  Martha  Carling  and  Francis  A.  Webb 
of  Fillmore,  Utah,  came  to  Idaho  in  1904.   He  worked  for  Leonard 
Cox  until  his  marriage  to  Mary  Dye.   They  lived  in  the  Croft  home 
in  Firth,  moved  to  McCammon  and  then  back  to  Firth. 

After  their  return  to  Firth  they  lived  on  a  place  one  mile 
west  of  their  old  home.   They  lived  in  the  modest  little  white  house 
until  their  death.   Edward  played  the  guitar  and  sang.   He  was  Ward 
Clerk  to  Bishop  William  Dye. 
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Edward  was  a  member  of  the  Honey  Producers.   He  had  the  extrac- 
tion building  on  William  Dye's  farm  where  Maiden  now  lives.   Some 
thirty  men  belonged  to  this  company <.   All  had  swarms  of  bees.   In 
1955  Edward  manufactured  one  of  the  first  two  row  harvesters.   He 
was  a  good  farmer  and  a  free  giver.   Edward  said,  "he  would  always 
plant  three  rows  of  everything,  one  for  his  family,  one  for  the 
neighbors,  and  one  for  the  birds."  He  was  always  eager  to  share 
with  others.   Their  gardens  and  yards  were  beautiful  and  produc- 
tive.  Many  of  their  products  won  ribbons  at  the  State  Fair  in 
Blackf oot . 

OTTO  JORGENSEN 

Otto  was  a  widower,   He  had  only  one  leg.   He  served  on  the  Town 
Board  as  Clerk  in  1923.   He  was  Counselor  to  Bishop  Philip  Paskett 
from  1924  to  1928.   Otto  operated  the  Basalt  Store  in  1911. 

Otto  had  an  ice-house  located  where  Kotters  live  today.   He 
would  saw  large  blocks  of  ice  from  the  Snake  River.   It  was  hauled 
to  the  ice  house  and  covered  with  saw-dust,   He  would  use  it  in 
cold  lemonade,  which  he  served  the  boys  he  taught  and  worked  with. 
On  the  24th  of  July,  Otto  would  make  lemonade  in  a  50  gallon 
barrel  with  water  hauled  from  William  Dye's  well  (at  an  early  date 
the  only  one  in  the  vicinity) .   Otto  lived  across  from  Rhoda  Bryant 
where  he  had  some  bee-hives.   He  belonged  to  the  Honey  Producers, 
a  company  of  thirty  bee-men.   Otto  extracted  his  honey  in  a  build- 
ing that  is  now  William  Messick's  garage, 

JOHN  HANS  BERG  AND  TENA  KLEMNENSEN 

Most  of  the  Berg  children  were  raised  in  Basalt.   Two  of  the 
girls  were  mentioned  briefly  in  the  other  book.   With  due  respect 
to  Tena  and  her  fine  family,  and  with  deepest  apologies  to  the 
family,  the  compiler  felt  impelled  to  name  the  children  and  give  a 
more  complete  account  of  each. 

The  Bergs,  John  and  Tena,  had  thirteen  children.   Tena's  first 
children  were  born  before  1900.   Lorenzo  filled  a  mission  after  he 
had  spent  his  time  in  the  service.   A  twin,  Lorenzo,  helped  his 
mother  keep  her  husband  John  in  the  mission  field. 

Lorenzo  worked  for  the  Palmolive  Company  before  his  marriage 
to  Bertha  B,  Lovell.  They  had  two  adopted  children.  Lorenzo  and 
his  family  lived  in  California. 

Annie  married  Clinton  Jensen,   They  were  privileged  to  live 
in  the  big  rock  home  owned  by  his  mother,  Marie  Jensen.   About  1903, 
Annie  attended  school  at  the  'Cemetery  School'  and  then  in  the  Basalt 
school.   She  attended  Ricks  college  for  two  years.   Annie  loved  music 
and  sewing. 

Ida  loved  nursing  and  assisted  Dr.  Cutler  during  the  flu  epi- 
demice  of  1918.   Ida  went  to  California  with  John  Shelley  to  help 
care  for  the  Shelley  children,   She  worked  in  the  seed  house  in  St. 
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Anthony.   Ida  married  Bert  McCurdy  and  they  had  two  children. 

Adelia  married  Orel  Andrus  whom  she  met  while  working  in  St. 
Anthony.   Orel  worked  for  Z.C.M.I.  in  Salt  Lake.   They  had  six 
children.   Adelia  does  genealogy  work. 

Joseph  (Joe)  attended  barber  school  in  Montana  and  works  as 
a  barber  in  Great  Falls.   He  married  Mamie  Odegard. 

Elida  married  Austin  Brown  of  Basalt.   Austin  was  born  in 
Canada.   Elida  and  Austin  are  custodians  for  the  L.D.S.  Church, 
and  are  taking  care  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   They  had  five  girls, 
one  deceased. 

Paul  died  with  pneumonia  when  an  infant. 

John  married  a  school  teacher,  Ruth  Palmer.   John  works  in  law 
enforcement  in  Blackfoot.   They  have  remodeled  a  home  in  Firth. 

Charles  filled  a  mission.   He  took  care  of  his  widowed  mother 
for  years.   He  married  Emma  Hasler  and  they  live  in  Basalt.   Charles 
is  employed  by  the  R.  T.  French  Company. 

La  Maun,  a  twin,  was  killed  in  the  service.   He  was  not  married. 

La  Vaun,  a  twin,  is  a  Registered  Nurse.   Her  story  is  in  the 
nurses  and  doctors  section. 

Ross  married  Helen  Gertsch  from  Heber  City.   Ross  was  the 
tenth  Bishop  of  the  Basalt  Ward.   They  have  five  children. 

Newel  was  killed  while  in  the  service. 

ROBERT  &  SIGRID  ADOLFSON 

Robert  Adolfson  came  from  Sweden  to  Riverview  area  about  1903- 
190 A.   Sigrid  came  from  Blackfoot.   They  had  four  children:  Carl, 
Eddie,  Mrs.  R.  Burkman  and  Ernest.   They  attended  Riverview  school 
and  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

The  Adolfsons  bought  land  but  had  to  remove  all  brush  before 
they  could  build.   They  knew  the  rigorous  life  of  a  pioneer. 

The  Adolfsons  worked  on  roads  and  canals.  They  were  active 
members  of  the  Grange.  Robert  raised  livestock,  grain,  potatoes 
and  hay. 

CARL  ADOLFSON  AND  OLGA  EVERETT 

Carl  farmed  160  acres  of  the  old  homestead.   He  served  on  the 
Riverview  School  Board.   He  was  Master  of  the  Riverview  Grange  for 
many  years.   Carl  was  the  oldest  son  of  Robert  and  Sigrid  Adolfson. 
He  learned  many  skills  from  his  father. 

Carl  married  Olga  Everett,  daughter  of  LeRoy  and  Malina 
Ekanger  Everett  who  were  Norwegian.   Olga  attended  elementary  school 
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in  Riverview  north  of  Shelley.   She  was  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High 
School. 

In  1930  Olga  and  Carl  started  a  life  of  their  own.   They  built 
a  little  cottage  on  land  Carl  had  bought  from  his  father,  Robert 
Adolf son.   Carl  has  raised  hay,  grain,  cattle  and  potatoes.   He  was 
a  member  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   He  milked  several  cows  and  sold 
the  milk  to  Challenge. 

Carl  and  his  son,  Eddie,  who  lives  across  the  road  from  Carl, 
are  experimenting  in  raising  pigs. 

Carl  was  on  the  Riverview  School  Board  for  many  years.   This 
is  where  the  Adolfson  children  attended  elementary  school. 

Roy  (Robert)  married  Bertha  Roh .   He  drives  a  school  bus  for 
the  Firth  District.   Roy  and  Bertha  live  in  Firth.   Deaune  is 
married  to  Dale  Nelson.   They  live  in  Firth,   Ed,  or  Edward,  married 
Linda  and  they  live  in  Riverview.   Carl  likes  to  work  with  wood, 
and  enjoys  fishing.   Olga  loves  homemaking.   She  works  for  R.  T. 
French, 

WILLIAM  ARMSTRONG  AND  ELIZABETH  HARRIET  ROBINSON 

The  Armstrongs  came  from  American  Fork  to  Ammon,   In  1903, 
William  helped  build  the  Sugar  Factory  at  Lincoln.   After  its  com- 
pletion in  1907,  the  Armstrongs  moved  to  Basalt,  just  as  the  new 
town  was  being  built.   William  Armstrong  helped  build  the  store, 
headgates  and  prepare  the  cemetary.   The  Armstrongs  lived  in  the 
big  rock  house  now  owned  by  Amber  Glen. 

After  William  passed  away,  Elizabeth  built  the  home  where 
Charles  Lyon  lives.   It  is  across  the  street  from  the  chapel. 
Elizabeth  had  a  store  and  a  conf ectionery*   Her  children  Alfred, 
Oscar,  Marion,  Ellis  and  the  twins  Kady  and  Carl  were  a  big  help 
to  her.   Elizabeth  and  her  sons  filed  on  homesteads  around  Miner 
and  Rawlins  Creeks.   They  proved  up  on  them  in  1915.   The  sage 
brush  was  removed,  the  seeding  done  by  hand,  and  the  threshing  was 
done  by  horse  power.   (More  is  told  of  the  Armstrongs  under 
Homes teading. ) 

The  Armstrong  boys  and  Alfred  Twitchell  made  blocks  in  the 
gravel  pit  by  Kellars  for  the  new  church.   In  1924  the  boys  helped 
install  the  first  electric  lights  in  the  village.   Ellis  Armstrong 
was  Judge  of  the  Town  Board  in  1927.   Oscar  Armstrong  was  on  the 
Town  Board  in  1933  &  19  34.   Elizabeth  was  a  sister  to  the  Robinsons, 
and  they  helped  her  raise  her  fatherless  family , 

The  children  attended  Basalt  Elementary  School  and  some  Firth 
High  School  after  it  was  completed  in  1924,   Alfred  went  on  a  mission 
from  1915  to  1917.   Elizabeth  had  a  business  to  take  care  of  and  a 
family  to  support.   One  of  the  boys  wives,  Harriett,  was  a  Primary 
President. 
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ELLIS  ARMSTRONG  AND  WINONA  KENDALL 

Ellis  had  a  homestead  on  Miner  Creek.   He  moved  to  the  valley 
for  the  winters  so  the  children  could  attend  school.   Ellis  married 
Sam  Kendall's  daughter,  Winona.   She  played  the  organ  at  church 
for  23  years.   The  Kendalls  lived  where  Jenkins  live  now. 

Ellis  owned  a  share  in  the  hill  community  threshing  machine. 
Many  times  the  Blackfoot  River  was  forded.   One  spring,  when  the 
water  was  high,  Bud  Robinson  lost  a  team  of  horses  while  trying  to 
ford  the  river.   Ellis  said,  "Mules  were  better  and  tougher  to  work 
with."   Ellis  helped  work  on  many  canals. 

William  and  Elizabeth  were  buried  in  Firth.   After  the  boys 
were  married,  they  bought  farms  where  they  presently  live. 

Ellis  built  a  new  brick  home  on  the  corner  of  his  lot  in  Basalt. 
His  first  wife,  Winona,  passed  away.   He  then  married  Arlene  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Elizabeth  and  Hyrum  Johnson.   Ellis  was  a  High  Priest 
and  a  Counselor  to  Austin  Brown  (1943-1947)  of  the  Basalt  Ward. 
Ellis  worked  as  a  potato  buyer  with  Billie  Wilson  for  ten  years. 
He  has  worked  in  potato  houses  many  times.   Arlene  served  in  Primary, 
Sunday  School,  M.I. A.,  and  the  Relief  Society.   Ellis  and  Arlene  had 
pretty  yards  and  a  comfortable  home. 

Ellis  is  the  father  of  ten  children:   He  and  Winona  had  six 
children:  Malia;  Reid,  deceased;  Jean  married  Forrest  Hunter.   He 
works  for  the  Assessors  office  in  Blackfoot;  Lad  was  in  the  Navy  for 
four  years.   He  is  a  welder;  William  works  for  the  railroad  in 
Pocatello  and  was  in  the  Navy;  Norma,  deceased.   Ellis  and  Arlene 
had  4  children:  Deanna  who  filled  a  mission  to  Canada.   She  lives 
in  Utah;  Maureen  married  George  Nelson.   They  live  near  May,  Idaho, 
and  Mark  who  works  for  Simplot. 

GEORGE  A.  McBRIDE  AND  EMMA  S.  FROGNER 

George  A.  was  the  oldest  of  six  children  born  to  William  Alvin 
and  Cynthia  Ann  Benson  McBride  of  Hyrum,  Utah.  Emma's  father,  Hans 
Frogner  was  from  Norway  and  her  mother,  Ann  Mattson  was  from  Sweden. 

George  A.  brought  his  bride  Emma  to  Basalt  in  1904.   Their 
first  home  was  a  little  log  house  just  north  of  the  large  house 
that  George  A.  built.   Bessie  Miller  lives  in  this  house  today. 
George  A.  homesteaded  160  acres.   He  was  an  industrious  farmer  and 
built  a  fine  home  for  his  family.   George  Earl  married  Kady  Arm- 
strong.  He  was  Counselor  to  Bishop  Frank  Christensen  from  1933  to 
1943.   Kady  was  a  twin  sister  to  Carl  Armstrong  and  the  only  girl 
in  that  family.   William  Russell  married  Dora  Spencer;  James  L. 
married  Thelma  Tucker  from  Wapello;  Lafayette  is  deceased;  Myrtle 
E.  married  Harry  Chambers  and  Precious  Gladys  married  Neil  Freeman 
of  Basalt. 

All  the  children  attended  Basalt  school.   George  A.  sold  half 
of  his  farm,  forty  acres,  to  Pete  Jorgensen. 
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In  1922  George  died  of  heart  failure,   A  foreclosure  was  taken 
on  the  farm.   Walter  Elsey  and  his  wife  Rose  bought  the  farm.   Walter 
sold  to  Merlin  and  Elizabeth  Jensen.   Rose  and  Elizabeth  were  sisters. 
Merlin  sold  to  Ed  Miller  and  moved  to  Logan. 

DEWAYNE  JOLLEY  AND  HANNAH  BUTLER 

The  Jolleys  were  raised  in  Tropic,  Utah,  and  came  to  Sugar  City 
in  1906 .   They  tried  homesteading  near  Stolworthys  in  1910.   Mr. 
Jolley  bought  five  acres  in  Kimball — north  and  east  of  the  Kimball 
School,   He  built  a  home  for  his  family  and  lived  in  this  place  until 
his  death.   Dewayne  worked  in  the  lumber  business  and  did  carpentry 
work  for  many  years. 

Arnold,  the  oldest  son,  remembers  going  to  Blackfoot  with  his 
father  to  haul  lumber  for  a  new  home.   The  Indians  were  very  preva- 
lent then.   Arnold  was  afraid  the  leave  the  lunch  Hannah  had  packed 
for  them  in  the  tying  yard  (where  people  could  unhitch  and  feed  their 
horses)  for  fear  the  Indians  would  steal  it.   So,  the  Jolleys  carried 
their  lunch  with  them  up  to  the  lumber  yard  where  they  moved  it  around 
all  morning  until  time  to  eat, 

Dewayne  and  Hannah  had  thirteen  children:  Delfa,  deceased; 
Arnold  married  Vidella  Whitmill  and  lives  in  Blackfoot;  Eldon  married 
Alice  Whitmill,  a  sister  to  Vidella;  Lawrence  married  Arlene  Ashton, 
deceased;  Opal  Gardner,  O'Neil;  Nina,  deceased;  Ina  Crystal,  Poca- 
tello;  Marlene  Leavitt  lives  in  Moreland;  Dean  F.  married  Golda 
Frandsen.   They  live  in  Washington;  Doris  Pierce  of  Aberdeen;  Verna 
M.  Chaffin  of  California.   This  large  family  attended  school  at 
Kimball  and  Firth. 

ERNEST  (BJORKMAN)  BURKMAN  AND  ANNA  USTLUND 

The  Burkmans  were  born  in  Sweden ~   They  came  from  Sweden  to 
Ohio  about  1896.   In  1903,  Ernest  and  his  family  moved  to  the  place 
west  of  Glenn  Cederbergs  where  Lawrence  Beasley  now  resides.   They 
had  sixty  acres.   They  built  a  frame  house.   Manuel  was  about  eight 
years  old.   He  remembers  he  &  his  older  brother,  Joe,  attended  the 
Basalt  school  which  stood  just  above  the  canal,  north  of  Kontes ,  near 
Baileys.   The  younger  members  of  this  family  were:  Annie,  Albert, 
Walter  and  Sigurd. 

The  Burkmans  homes teaded  160  acres,  the  land  now  owned  by 
Beelaert  and  Van  Nelson.   Manuel  Burkman  married  Ruth  Hampton  of 
Blackfoot.   His  father  built  a  big  rock  house  in  the  field  where 
Beelaert  lives.   Annie  Burkman  married  the  Peterson  who  built  the 
house  where  Maurice  Gentillon  lives.   Manuel  and  Ruth  lived  west 
of  the  Cederbergs  in  the  first  home. 

Manuel  operated  a  threshing  machine  and  did  custom  work  all 
over  the  community. 

The  Burkman  boys  built  the  high  ditch  east  of  Art  Andersons. 
This  ditch  pushed  water  to  the  back  places  -  Levines ,  Granbergs 
and  other  places. 
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The  Great  Western  Canal  Company  made  water  available  to  much 
of  the  land  that  was  unimproved  and  rough.  Burkmans  had  to  clear 
brush,  fence,  and  make  laterals  to  the  lands. 

Joe  and  Albert  were  in  World  War  I.   Joe  was  on  the  front  lines 
in  the  battle  of  Verdeen.   He  lost  a  finger.   Albert  was  in  the 
Skeleton  Co.  that  worked  with  the  raw  recruits  and  then  sent  them 
to  the  front  lines . 

Manuel  and  Ruth  had  three  children:  Alberta,  Victor  and  Jim. 
Alberta  married  a  Mr.  Doane,  who  is  an  attorney.   They  live  in 
Ohio.   Victor  is  a  medical  doctor  in  California.   Jim  married  Doreen 
Hess,  daughter  of  Jesse  Hess.   They  live  near  Blackfoot.   Jim  farms. 
Manuel  lives  with  Jim.   The  Burkmans  were  diversified  farmers. 

ALFRED  MODINE  AND  ANNA  MODINE 

Alfred  Modine  and  wife,  Anna,  purchased  some  land  from  Gustave 
Cederberg  in  1909.   Mr.  Thomas  A.  Beason  had  a  mortgage  on  the 
place.   When  Cyprian  and  Marie  Gentillon  came  here  from  France, 
having  resided  in  Price,  Utah,  first,  they  bought  the  land  which 
was  part  of  the  river  bottom  owned  by  Alfred  Modine.   Stated  on  the 
warranty  deed  belonging  to  Bryant  and  Miranda  Stringham  dated  Mar. 
8,  1920  to  Cyprian  and  Marie  Gentillon — lot  4  Sec.  18  T.I.S.  sold 
first  to  J.  W.  Palmer.   When  the  Stringhams  bought  their  farm,  93 
acres  in  1942,  part  of  the  Modine  place  was  included  as  part  of  a 
section.   The  line  runs  straight  east  from  the  county  road  to  the 
Snake  River. 

The  Modines  lived  in  an  old  frame  house  just  below  the  hill 
east  of  Marcel  Gentillons  barn.   Cyprian  and  Marie  lived  in  this 
house  until  the  house  was  built  where  Marcel  resides.   The  Modines 
were  farmers  and  lived  here  for  eleven  years.   In  the  early  twenties 
they  moved  to  Ontario,  Oregon.   The  Modines  had  four  children: 
Alfred  Jr.,  Nels ,  Andres  and  a  girl  (name  forgotten).   C.  Wayne 
Modine,  the  grandson  of  Alfred  Sr. ,  married  Elmer  Wicklund's  young- 
est daughter,  Marilyn  Jean.  Wayne  works  for  Morris on-Knuds en  as 
an  accountant  and  he   &  Marilyn  have  just  recently  been  transferred 
to  Washington,  D.  C. 

SIMON  STEELE  AND  VALBORG  SEVERSON 

Simon  and  Valborg  bought  their  home  from  First  Security  Bank 
about  1911-12.   A  Mr.  Curley  was  the  dealer.   Simon  worked  for 
Weyhauser  Lumber  Company  for  many  years  while  in  Minnesota.   He 
owned  the  place  Dennis  Hjelm  just  purchased  south  of  Paul  Hjelm's 
farm.   Steeles  were  not  related  to  Saar  or  Carl  Steele.   They  came 
to  Idaho  from  Minnesota.   While  in  Riverview  district  Simon  was  a 
farmer,  milked  cows,  sold  to  Challenge,  and  had  farm  flocks  of 
chickens,  sheep  and  pigs.   The  Steeles  sold  out  to  Martin  Williams 
in  19  34-37  and  moved  away. 
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Roger  was  the  oldest  son  and  was  a  cabinet  maker.   He  married 
Ethel  Hjelm  and  they  live  in  Firth.   The  six  other  children  were: 
Alice,  Russell,  Rudall,  deceased,  Raymond,  deceased,  Delmar,  and 
Reuben,  deceased.   All  of  the  children  attended  Riverview  School 
and  some  attended  Firth  High  School. 

OSCAL  HJELM  AND  EBBA  DOLHGREN 

Oscar  came  from  Sweden  to  Riverview  in  1913.   The  Hjelms  did 
not  homestead  but  went  through  all  the  process  of  removing  brush, 
building  houses,  canals  and  ditches.   The  Riverview  School  was 
about  two  miles  from  the  Hjelms  residence.   Carl  and  Leta  Carlson 
live  on  the  old  farm  now.   Oscar  and  Ebba  had  two  children:  Ethel 
married  Roger  Steele  and  lives  in  Firth  and  they  have  one  son, 
Donald,  who  is  in  the  service.   Leonard  was  active  in  musical 
circles  in  Firth  High  School.   He  and  Rex  Hjelm  sang  together. 
Leonard  married  Lavinia  Hjelm. 

CYPRIAN  GENTILLON  AND  MARIE  PALAMY 

Cyprian  and  Marie  came  to  Price,  Utah  from  France,   Cyprian 
came  in  1910  and  Marie  came  here  earlier  than  that.   In  1914  the 
brothers,  Isador  and  Cyprian,  bought  land  from  Ernest  Burman.   They 
also  bought  some  land  from  Gustave  Cederberg,   Cyprian  and  Marie 
were  married  in  Blackfoot-   Their  certificates  and  other  citizen- 
ship papers  were  burned  in  an  accident. 

Cyprian  and  Marie  built  a  frame  house  in  the  river  bottom 
land,  where  they  planted  an  orchard  and  raised  large  gardens, 
had  some  laying  hens,  a  few  sheep  and  a  herd  of  good  milk  cows. 
They  sold  milk  to  Kraft.   Their  six  boys  Octavias ,  Boyd,  Cyprian, 
Roland  and  the  twins  Marcel  and  Maurice,  were  a  big  help  on  the 
farm,  milking  cows,  putting  up  hay  and  irrigating.   The  younger  boys 
attended  Riverview  School  and  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

Cyprian  served  on  the  Riverview  school  board.   He  and  Marie 
were  very  concerned  with  their  boys  education,   All  the  boys  married 
local  or  Idaho  girls.   The  first  home  was  burned,  and  a  large  home 
was  built  on  the  hill.   Octaviars ,  son  from  a  previous  marriage, 
married  a  Pierce  girl  from  Goshen;  Cyprian  married  Marge  Daw.   They 
live  in  Pingree  and  are  farming;  Roland  married  Betty  Leatham  from 
Shelley.   Maurice  married  LaDene  Hansen  of  Goshen,   They  bought  the 
Peterson  place  near  Riverview  School.   Marcel  married  Doris  Eaton 
of  Basalt,  and  they  operate  the  old  home  where  the  parents  first 
lived.   They  have  remodeled  the  home-   Cyprian  built  a  modern  little 
cottage  for  Marie  on  the  west  part  of  the  farm  on  the  paved  road. 
Marie  lives  here  today  where  her  sons,  daughter-in-laws,  and  grand- 
children stop  in  to  cheer  her.   Her  health  has  failed  since  Cyprian 
passed  away,  but  Marie  has  her  little  home  and  flowers.   Octavis  and 
Boyd  are  deceased.   Boyd  was  killed  while  tobagganing  at  Ft,  Douglas, 
Utah. 

Marie  is  pleasant  to  those  who  call  to  see  her. 
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WILLIAM  R.  MESSICK  AND  EMMA  BRAGG 

When  Emmas  was  about  fourteen  years  old  she  heard  about  the 
Mormon  or  L.D.S.  Church  through  missionaries.   Elders  Mathews  and 
William  R.  Messick  who  had  come  to  Atlanta,  Georgia.   William 
Messick  made  a  comment  about  the  attractive  Miss  Emma  Bragg,  "I'll 
marry  her  some  day."  He  finished  his  mission,  came  home,  attended 
Ricks  College  then  returned  to  Georgia  after  Emma  Bragg  for  his 
wife.   The  Messicks  came  to  Basalt  and  lived  where  Hatleys  live. 
William  worked  on  the  railroad  as  a  section  man.   William  Jr.  was 
the  first  born  to  William  and  Emma.   The  Messicks  returned  to 
Georgia  where  William  R.  worked  for  a  bottling  company.   Cebelle 
and  Viola  were  born  in  Georgia. 

The  Messicks  returned  to  Basalt  and  bought  the  home  where 
William  and  Carma  live  from  the  Winterbottoms  .   Ray  and  Melba  were 
born  in  Basalt.   William  R.  died. 

Emma  was  a  nurse  and  assisted  Dr.  Cutler  with  many  cases  of 
confinements.   Later  they  were  married  and  continued  living  in  her 
little  home  until  Dr.  Edwin  passed  away.   After  William  Jr.  and 
Carma  quit  farming  they  bought  the  home  from  Emma  who  went  to 
Utah,  and  she  later  married  a  Mr.Blazzer  and  lives  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Mrs.  Blazzer  is  a  widow  again,  but  is  financially  capable  of 
caring  for  herself.   The  Messick  children  are:  William  R.  Jr., 
married  Carma  Holland.   Both  are  on  the  Firth  school  board. 
William  teaches  and  Carma  is  secretary  in  the  office  of  the  ele- 
mentary school.   CeBelle  married  Leo  Harper.   They  live  in  Idaho 
Falls  and  Leo  works  in  real  estate.   Viola  married  Wayne  Bair  a 
car  salesman.   Ray  married  Diantha  Cox  of  Shelley  and  they  just 
recently  bought  Western  Auto  Supply  in  Shelley.   Ray  was  installed 
as  2nd  Counselor  to  Bishop  Donald  Kirby  in  the  new  5th  ward  bishop- 
ric in  November  19  71.   Melba  married  Quentin  Christensen.   They 
live  in  California. 

GEORGE  W.  BRAGG  AND  SERAPTA  CHRISTIAN 

George  and  Serapta  were  converts  to  the  L.D.S.  Church  from 
Georgia.   They  were  truck  gardners ,  as  most  people  from  the  South 
are.   They  had  a  green  thumb  and  could  make  vegetables  grow.   After 
George  died,  Serapta  would  drive  in  a  wagon  to  Pocatello  to  sell 
the  produce.   It  was  a  hot,   dusty  three  day  trip  and  she  would 
come  home  with  an  empty  wagon.   George  and  Serapta  Bragg  had  seven 
children:  Lula,  Emma,  George,  Jim,  Calvin,  Carrie  and  David.   Jim 
Bragg  lived  in  a  house  north  of  the  Basalt  store  with  his  mother. 
Jim  married  Alice  Winterbottom. 

OSCAR  DAVIS 

Oscar  relates  some  of  his  experiences  while  living  in  Basalt, 
quote  "I  remember  a  school  house  near  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   We 
walked  up  the  railroad  tracks  to  the  school.   The  new  school  was 
started  about  1905.   I  started  school  there  when  I  was  six  years 
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old.   Hattie  Jensen  was  in  the  class." 

"I  am  a  cousin  to  No-Fears  Davis  Family.   John  Davis  lived  one 
block  west  of  the  store  on  the  south  west  corner.   John  White  lived 
on  the  north  west  corner.   Oscar  Rider  built  between  the  store  and 
the  John  Davis  place.   Harriett  built  across  the  street  on  the  south 
of  John  Davis.   No-Fear  lived  one  block  south.   He  owned  all  the 
block,  his  home  was  on  the  north  east  corner  of  the  block.   No-Fear 
moved  to  Blackfoot  in  1907."  (Unquote) 

Oscar  lived  in  Basalt  when  the  bridge  was  built  across  the 
Snake  River  in  1906.   He  brought  plays  from  Blackfoot  to  Basalt. 

JOHN  E.  WHITE  AND  JANE  C.  DAVIS 

The  Whites  came  to  Basalt  in  1905  from  St.  Johns,  Arizona.   John 
and  Jane  built  the  house  where  William  Messick  lives  in  Basalt.  John 
was  a  counselor  to  William  Dye  in  Basalt  Ward  1912-14. 

The  Whites  bought  the  white  home  on  the  corner  where  Barnharts 
live.   The  Whites  farmed  forty  acres  east  of  Esplins.   He  bought 
from  Hyrum  Croft  and  lived  in  town.   John  died  while  in  Kingston, 
Utah  in  1929  and  was  buried  in  Utah.   John  and  Jane  had  eight  child- 
ren: John;  Leo,  deceased;  No-Fear  D. ;  Charles  E. ;  Elbert,  deceased; 
Orson  William;  Myrtle  J. ,  and  Floyd  D.   John  was  married  a  2nd  time 
to  Minnie  Porter,  sister  to  Israel  Porter  and  their  children  were: 
Olive,  Joel,  LaGrand,  Reese,  Clara  and  a  girl  who  died  young. 

JOHN  AND  LYDIA  HOWELL  WINTERBOTTOM 

In  1911  John  and  Lydia  Howell  Winterbottom  came  from  Bear  Lake. 
Winterbottom  built  four  rooms  for  a  house.   After  John  died  Lydia 
bought  the  place  Messicks  are  on.   Messick  bought  this  house  from 
the  mortgage  company  in  19  34.   Winterbottoms  moved  into  the  block 
cement  house  in  Ellsworths  field.   The  house  Israel  Porter  lived  in 
when  Irene  was  born.   It  is  probably  used  for  a  granary  now.   The 
Winterbottoms  rented  the  little  red  brick  house  that  was  on  Reed 
Christensens  place;  it  belonged  to  the  Inglestroms.   John  rented  the 
places  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  five  Winterbottom  children  are:  Elise  who  was  first  married 
to  Jim  Bragg,  an  uncle  to  William  Messick,  and  the  second  time  to 
Harold  Duncan.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls.   Bessie  married  Lloyd 
Walters  of  Idaho  Falls.   Thomas  married  a  Park  girl  from  St.  Anthony. 
Preston  married  a  Rasmussen  girl  from  Mt .  Pleasant,  Utah.   Elmo 
married  a  Walters  girl  and  lives  in  Blackfoot. 

JOHN  A  ROBINSON  AND  CATHERINE  WILLIAMS 

The  Robinsons  came  from  American  Fork,  Utah.   John  had  worked 
in  the  Bingham  Mines  many  years.   In  1899  he  came  to  Shelley.   They 
homes teaded  east  and  north  of  the  Shelley  Butte.   John  had  120  acres. 
In  1912  John  bought  forty  acres  east  of  Basalt  and  built  a  home  there 
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Alma,  his  oldest  son,  had  never  married  so  he  came  from  Utah  to  help 
his  father  build  the  house.   In  1929  the  Robinsons  sold  out  to  Roland 
and  Thelma  Mitchell  but  not  before  they  had  improved  the  place,  re- 
moved sage  brush,  planted  berries  and  flowers,  fenced  and  levelled. 

The  Robinsons  lived  in  the  big  rock  house  where  Trents  live 
after  selling  their  farm.   John  and  Catherine  were  meticulous 
farmers,  and  bred  thrift  and  industry  into  their  children:  Alma  was 
a  carpenter  and  never  married.   He  is  deceased.   Mary  Jane  "Jennie" 
married  Alfred  Twitchell  in  Basalt,  deceased;  Clarence  married 
Vilate  Hanny  and  lived  and  built  the  old  house  where  Harding  Gibbs 
lives,  deceased;  Wilburn  married  Lillie  Gregorson  and  moved  to 
Shelley,  deceased.   Marie  married  Russell  Albright  and  lives  in 
California.   Cleo  married  George  Hult  and  lives  in  California. 
Harold  died  young  in  Utah.   Thelma  married  Conley  Hoskins  and  lives 
in  Basalt.   The  Robinsons  intermarried  with  and  knew  John.  F. 
Shelley  family  and  were  very  good  friends  of  theirs.   After  John 
and  Catherine  passed  away  many  of  the  children  moved  away.  "Jennie", 
Wilburn,  and  Thelma  made  their  homes  in  the  Basalt  area. 

CLARENCE  ROBINSON  AND  VILATE  HANNY 

Nina  Robinson,  their  only  girl,  married  Roy  Fielding  of  James- 
ton.   Roy  has  been  a  bishop  there.   He  raises  cattle  and  fattens 
them  for  sale. 

EPHRAIM  MARTIN  POULSEN  AND  ELIZABETH  COLLINGS 

Ephraim  met  Elizabeth  while  living  in  Woodville.   She  was  the 
daughter  of  Emma  Thurston  and  George  Abbott  Collings .   They  were 
married  in  1920.   Ephraims  parents,  Martin  Poulsen  and  Annie  Marie 
Gregorson,  were  from  Denmark.   The  Poulsens,  as  newlyweds ,  rented 
the  Riverdale  farm  for  just  one  year.   The  next  three  years  they 
rented  from  Chris  Petersen,  a  farm  south  of  Firth  on  Sand  Creek, 
1923-24. 

In  19  33,  the  Poulsens  moved  north  to  Roberts.   First  they 
rented,  then  later  in  1938  they  bought  a  farm  south  of  Roberts. 
They  live  in  the  farm  home  and  lease  out  the  land.   Both  have  re- 
tired.  Catherine's  hobby  is  quilting.   In  19  70  she  made  twenty- 
seven  quilts,  from  January  to  August  19  71,  she  had  made  twelve. 

Ephraim  collects  rare  and  old  coins.   He  has  coins  from  almost 
every  country  in  the  world  and  a  complete  set  from  this  country. 
Ephraim  served  in  the  24th  Machine  Gun,  8th  Division  of  the  Army. 
Their  eight  children  are:  LaVere  E. ,  California;  Wennie  F. , 
Idaho  Falls;  Glen  A.,  California;  Sylvia  Likes,  Idaho  Falls;  Ray  L. , 
Pocatello;  Rex  W. ,  California;  Jewell  Wadsworth ,  Blackfoot;  Arlene 
Wadsworth,  Monteview.   There  are  46  grandchildren  and  4  great 
grandchildren. 


325 


ELLIS  KILLPACK  AND  HAZEL  ANDERSON 

The  Killpacks  moved  from  Utah  to  the  St,  Anthony  area  in  the 
early  1900s.   Ellis  and  Hazel  met  after  they  arrived  and  were  married 
in  1921.   Much  of  the  early  years  of  their  marriage  was  in  Osgood. 
Ellis  was  known  for  his  beautiful  teams  of  horses  that  have  won  many 
prizes . 

In  1947,  the  Killpacks  bought  a  farm  in  the  Kimball- Firth  area. 
Their  farm  was  formerly  owned  by  the  Jolleys.   Hazel  loves  to  make 
quilts  and  has  honored  her  children  and  grandchildren  with  her  hand 
work.   She  has  been  a  worker  in  Relief  Society  and  is  a  visiting 
teacher  in  the  Firth  Ward- 

Ellis  and  Hazel  celebrated  their  50th  anniversary  on  March  27, 
19  71  They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Morina  Russell,  Idaho 
Falls;  Vernal  Killpack,  Shelley;  Leora  Wagoner,  Woodville;  Wayne 
Killpack,  Firth;  Martell  Killpack;  Idaho  Falls;  Gary  Killpack, 
Bountiful,  Utah;  and  Dale  Killpack,  Firth.   The  Killpacks  have  26 
grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren.   They  reside  in  their 
comfortable  home  south  of  Firth. 

JAMES  ANDERSON  AND  OLGA  MARIE  DOLGAS  HANSEN 

James  and  Olga  were  born  in  Denmark,   She  and  James  attended 
Lutheran  schools  during  their  childhood  and  were  confirmed  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church .   Olga  joined  the  L.D,S.  Church  when  she 
was  14  years  old.   James  migrated  to  the  United  States  at  the  age 
of  15  years.   James'  parents  were  converts  while  Wilford  Christensen 
was  in  Denmark  on  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church.   James  did  not 
join  the  church  until  after  he  came  to  Goshen  in  1906,   In  1910  he 
was  called  to  go  to  Denmark  on  mission  from  Goshen  Ward. 

Olga  came  to  Brigham  City,  Utah  in  1913  to  be  with  her  mother 
who  resided  there.   Olga  obtained  employment  in  a  tomato  cannery. 
James  made  proper  arrangements  to  marry  Olga  in  1914.   Four  sons  and 
one  daughter  were  born  to  the  Andersons:  Anton  D. , ;  Frank  James; 
Roy,  deceased;  LeRoy ;  and  Elizabeth  M. 

James  and  Olga  lived  in  a  home  in  Goshen  without  electricity 
or  running  water.   Olga  washed  on  the  washboard. 

In  1926,  the  Andersens  bought  a  place  in  Basalt  Ward  on  the 
Sugar  Factory  road.   This  home  had  modern  conveniences.   James 
was  a  great  researcher  of  genealogy.   He  would  search  for  names 
and  get  them  ready  so  he  and  Olga  could  go  to  Logan  and  do  the 
temple  work, 

In  1942,  their  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  called  to  the  mission 
field  from  Basalt  Ward.   James  worked  at  Sage's  Potato  House  to 
keep  his  daughter  in  the  Central  States  for  two  years. 

The  two  oldest  sons,  Anton  and  Frank,  were  called  into  the 
service.   Elizabeth  enlisted  as  a  Wave  in  the  Navy  after  her 
release  from  her  mission. 
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The  Andersen's   membership  was    transferred   to   Shelley    3rd  Ward 
in   1948   due   to  ward  boundaries.      James    filled   a  stake  mission   in 
1949-1951. 

James  was  70  years  old  when  the  farm  was  sold  and  the  Ander- 
sens  bought  a  home  in  Shelley,  where  they  resided  until  1970  when 
James  passed  away.   Olga  was  lonely  and  after  living  a  time  with 
her  children,  she  makes  her  home  with  LeRoy  in  Idaho  Falls.   LeRoy 
is  a  piano  tuner  by  trade  and  President  of  Gem  State  Blind  Eastern 
Idaho  Chapter;  Anton's  wife  is  Violet,  and  he  is  a  mechanic  in 
Wyoming;  Frank  is  a  welder  in  California:  Elizabeth  married  Robert 
Poulsen,  an  electrician,  and  they  live  in  Basalt.   They  belong  to 
the  American  Legion. 

MAX  MUNDT  AND  ALICE  H.  GUNNARSON 

Germany  has  made  a  wonderful  contribution  to  American  society. 
Max  Mundt  was  born  in  Germany.   He  came  to  the  U.S.A.  in  1929.   He 
did  not  settle  in  any  one  place  until  1943  when  he  came  to  River- 
view  and  married  Alice  H.  Gunnarson.   Alice  was  the  daughter  of  Es- 
ther 0.  Blomberg  (1887)  and  Gunnar  K.  Gunnarson  (1903)  immigrants 
from  Sweden.   Max  belonged  to  Idaho  Potato  Growers  Association. 

Max  and  Alice  bought  the  Carl  Sjoberg  homestead,  improved 
the  house  and  have  made  a  comfortable  home  for  their  five  children: 
John  is  married,  attended  college  at  Moscow,  teaches  agriculture  at 
Meridian  High  School.   John  has  led  two  FFA  championships  to  State 
Sweepstakes — 1969-19  70.   The  award  was  an  all  expense  paid  trip  to 
National  Vocational  Ag.  Teachers  convention  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
John  is  one  of  the  top  six  of  the  nation  to  compete.   He  had  to  have 
teaching  experience  of  three  to  five  years.   Fred  is  married  and 
teaches  Agricultural  classes  in  Stanfield,  Oregon.   Patricia  is 
attending  Idaho  State  University.   George  is  doing  his  stretch  in 
the  Army.   Glen  is  still  at  home  and  attends  Firth  High  School. 
All  of  the  Mundt  children  attended  Firth  High  School  and  graduated 
or  will  do  so.   The  older  boys  attended  Riverview  and  Firth  Elemen- 
tary.  The  younger  ones  are  in  Firth  Elementary.   The  Mundts  belong 
to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Firth. 

CARL  LEVIN  AND  ROSE  OHLINGER 

Carl  came  from  Sweden  in  1926.   He  and  Rose  bought  land  from 
Joe  Tucker.   Joe  bought  land  from  a  Mr.  Stoneberg,  part  of  the  Gus 
Burkman  homestead  in  Riverview.   Carl  raised  potatoes,  cattle  and 
sheep.   He  is  a  member  of  the  Woolgrowers  Association. 

Carl  came  to  Riverview  to  work  for  his  sister  Anna  who  lived 
on  the  Leavitt  place.  Carl  had  a  daughter,  Sonja,  who  was  Vale- 
dictorian of  the  Firth  High  School  her  senior  year. 

Rose  had  a  daughter  Phyllis  and  a  son.   Phyllis  attended 
college  three  and  one  half  years.   She  taught  school  at  the  Linden 
Park  school  in  Idaho  Falls.   Sonja  and  Phyllis  both  attended 
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church  at  the  Assembly  of  God  Church  in  Firth.  The  children  are  all 
married.  The  Levins  have  eight  grandchildren.  Carl  and  Rose  atten- 
ded the  Luterhan  Church. 

Carl  and  rose  Levin  are  on  a  six  week  trip  to  Sweden,  Carl's 
home  land.   They  drove  to  Seattle  and  took  a  plane  from  there  to 
London,   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Steele,  son  of  the  late  David  Steele 
are  living  in  Levin's  home  while  they  are  away. 

OLIVER  DAINES  AND  LILA  BARFUSS 

The  Daines  came  from  Logan,  Utah  to  Basalt  in  1937.   Lila  was 
raised  in  Logan.   Through  a  finance  company  the  Daines  bought  the 
Ezra  Christensen  farm  east  of  Basalt  where  Madsens  live  today. 
Daines  belonged  to  Firth  Ward.   He  was  a  dairy-farmer,  raised  pot- 
atoes, grain  and  hay.   Oliver  was  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and 
Lila  served  in  the  Relief  Society.   They  were  devout  members  of 
the  L.D  S.  Church.   All  four  sons  filled  missions  from  Firth  Ward. 
The  Daines  have  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Donald  filled  a 
Southern  States  Mission,  attended  R-O-T.C.  and  was  Second  Lt .  of 
Army  Engineers;  Weldon  filled  a  mission  to  Central  States,  was 
in  the  Navy,  and  is  a  chemical  engineer  in  Salt  Lake  City;  Lauana 
is  married;  Joy  filled  a  mission  to  the  Northwestern  States;  Vaughn 
filled  a  mission  to  Germany;  Norman  filled  a  mission  in  Australia. 

The  Heward  Madsen  family  bought  Oliver  Daine's  farm  in  1959. 
Oliver  and  Lila  spent  a  few  years  in  Logan,  Utah,   In  1965,  the 
Daines  bought  a  beautiful  home  near  Mesa,  Arizona,  where  they 
spend  the  winters  and  their  summers  in  Logan . 

SYLVAN  AND  BESSIE  ANDERSON 

Sylvan  and  Bessie  bought  Gus  Sundquists  farm  in  1937.   They 
lived  on  the  place  thirty  years  gradually  buying  more  land  until 
the  Andersons  finally  had  purchased  three  farms,  Gus ' s  fifty-seven 
acres;  Erics  100  acres  and  Alberts  160  acres.   Sylvan  was  a  good 
manager  of  finance  and  was  a  hard  worker.   The  children  attended 
Firth  schools.   Sylvan  was  a  good  manager  of  finance  and  a  hard 
worker   The  children  attended  Lava  Side  school  until  the  consoli- 
dation  The  younger  children  attended  Firth  schools.   Sylvan  milked 
a  few  cows  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   He  raised  potatoes,  hay  and 
grain.   The  lavas  gave  some  extra  pasture  for  dry  cows  and  calves. 
Sy Ivan's  health  was  failing.   He  sold  out  to  Berggrens ,  Fullmers 
and  others,   The  Andersons  moved  into  a  new  home  in  Blackfoot  at 
330  Alder  St,   The  Anderson's  have  five  children:  Sylvan  Jr.  who 
has  his  own  iron  shop  in  California,   He  was  in  Korea  2  years  and 
served  a  mission  in  Texas-Arkansas;  Erma  Brown  has  twelve  children. 
She  is  taking  nurses  training  at  Bingham  Memorial.   Naonie  Morley 
lives  in  Ogden  and  is  a  secretary  at  Hillfield;  John  has  his  own 
stainless  steel  shop  in  Salt  Lake  City.   He  was  the  first  boy  in 
Firth  High  to  win  a  Science  Award. 
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GEORGE  F.  KENT  AND  EVELINE  M.  DAY 

George  is  the  son  of  George  Washington  Kent  and  Amanda  M. 

Poorman.   Eveline  is  the  daughter  of  Norman  Day  and  Martha  Ann 

Henderson.   The  Kents  came  from  Utah  to  the  Snake  River  Valley 
in  1899. 

George  came  to  Basalt  in  1929.   The  Kents  lived  in  the  old 
Walker  place.   The  Walkers  had  bought  the  place  from  Hanny. 

Fred  and  Carl  are  the  only  two  children  who  lived  in  Basalt. 
Fred  did  not  marry  and  Carl  married  and  was  divorced.   He  had  a 
son  Carl.   The  Kents  were  farmers.   A  son  Dewain  was  in  the  first 
World  War. 

The  following  are  children  of  the  Kents:  Jessie  Kent  Brower, 
deceased;  Henry  (Tud)  married  Melinda  Littlefield  and  operated 
the  dog  races  in  Ashton;  Dewain,  deceased;  Carlos  married  Marion 
Booth,  divorced,  deceased;  Fred;  Rosa  Lee  Edgington  lives  in 
Ashton;  Norman  married  Leona  Hill  and  lives  in  Ashton. 

MILTON  BEASLEY  AND  MARY  B.  BYINGTON 

The  Beasleys  lived  on  the  Patchins  eighty  acres  in  1918 
before  Patchins  moved  there.   The  father  was  a  farmer.   Two  of 
the  Beasley  girls  Annie  and  Beulah  married  brothers,  Frank  and 
Earl  Olson.   All  of  the  children  James,  Buford,  Lloyd,  Verva, 
Annie ,  Beulah,  Lawrence  and  Melvin  attended  Basalt  school. 

FRANK  CHRISTENSEN  AND  PEARL  OLSEN 

Frank  and  Pearl  were  both  Danish.   Pearl  came  from  Hyrum, 
Utah.   Frank  had  enlisted  in  World  War  I  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three.   He  was  in  the  army  occupation  of  Germany  and  took  care 
of  the  horses.   He  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  1919. 
Frank  attended  school  in  Goshen  and  in  Basalt  in  1912  and  he  joined 
the  army  in  1918.   Frank's  mother,  Adeline  W.  Christensen,  lived 
on  the  corner  west  of  Pearl's  old  house.   Idaho  Supreme  has  the 
land  now. 

Frank  was  Bishop  of  Basalt  Ward  for  ten  years  in  1933  to 
1943  and  his  counselors  were  Earl  McBride  and  Merrill  Gregarson 
with  Leo  Sorenson  as  clerk.   John  Morris  and  Merlin  Jensen 
replaced  others. 

Frank  made  business  trips  to  Salt  Lake  for  the  church.   All 
of  the  kalsomine  had  to  be  stripped,  new  lavoratories  were  to  be 
installed  and  the  old  hall  was  in  deplorable  condition.   Bishop 
Christensen  presented  problems  to  the  general  committee  and  re- 
ceived permission  to  build  a  new  chapel.   It  was  started  in  1937 
and  finished  and  dedicated  in  1945.   The  actual  cost  was  $35,000. 

Frank  died  in  1948.   Pearl  lived  on  the  little  farm  for  a 
few  years  and  then  sold  out  to  Idaho  Supreme  and  built  a  new 
house  of  brick  east  of  Charles  Bergs  in  1966.   Pearl  died  in  1967 
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from  a  heart  attack.   She  had  worked  in  the  church  auxiliaries  all 
of  her  life.   Frank  and  Pearl  had  three  children;  ElVern  lives  in 
Firth,   Val  is  a  Bishop  in  Denver,  Colorado.   He  works  with  IBM 
computors-   Arlyn  married  Dewaine  Haggard  a  farmer  and  rancher. 

The  following  is  one  of  Frank's  favorite  poems:   A  Creed 

There   is    destiny    that   makes    us   brothers 

None  goes  on  his  way  alone 

All  that  we  send  into  the  lives  of  others 

Comes  back  into  our  own. 

I  care  not  what  his  temples  or  his  creeds 

One  thing  holds  firm  and  fast 

That  unto  his  fateful  heap  of  days  and  deeds 
The  soul  of  man  is  cast. 

DEWAINE  HAGGARD  AND  ARLYN  CHRISTENSEN 

Arlyn  is  the  only  daughter  of  Frank  and  Pearl  Olsen  Christensen 
of  Hyrum,  Cache  County,  Utah.   Arlyn  was  born  in  Basalt,  received 
her  schooling  in  Basalt  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School  in  1949 
as  Senior  class  vice  president.   She  was  also  vice  president  of 
Seminary  and  a  Seminary  graduate.   She  was  a  drum  majorette  for  two 
years  and  took  4-H  for  four  years  from  Marjorie  Cox. 

Dewaine  attended  Firth  High  School.   His  parents  lived  in  Lava 
Side,  Elmer  and  Jewell  Haggard,   Dewaine  met  the  pretty  brown  eyed 
daughter  of  Frank  Christensen  and  a  romance  and  marriage  followed. 

Dewaine  and  Arlyn  are  the  parents  of  Terry,  Claine,  Delon, 
Lynette,  and  Kelley.   The  children  all  attend  Firth  schools.   The 
Haggards  farmed  in  Groveland  and  Rose,  and  in  1966  bought  the  Art 
Bell  place  from  Clyde  Gardner. 

Dewaine  is  a  stock  farmer  and  operates  many  acres  under  sprink- 
ling.  He  is  a  member  of  Cedar  Creek  Grazing  Association.   Dewaine 
drove  Challenge  truck  when  they  lived  in  Basalt.   Arlyn  is  a 
teacher's  aide  at  the  high  school  in  Firth. 

ANGLO  MOORE  SAXTON  AND  ETHEL  HARBAUGH 

Anglo  Saxton  has  been  a  railroad  man  for  several  years.   He 
did  not  state  how  many,   Anglo  is  the  son  of  Eli  Saxton  and  Martha 
Helen  Mcore  Saxton  of  English  descent.   He  attended  schools  in 
Almy,  Wyoming.   He  worked  for  the  C.B.  and  Q.R.R.  in  Galesburg,  111., 
as  a  stripper  eight  months,  the  Western  Pacific  in  Ogden  as  land 
dryer  six  months  and  the  Oregon  Short  line  in  Pocatello,  Idaho  as 
lubrication  man  six  months.   They  called  him  "Lubby".   He  also 
worked  as  a  section  man  in  Blackfoot.   Anglo  was  in  World  War  I. 

Ethel's  parents  were  Elias  John  and  Hannah  Leuvica  Ashbury 
Harbaugh,   Ethel  attended  school  in  Kansas,  Galesburg,  111., 
Gridley,  California  and  Blackfoot. 
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The   Saxtons    came   from  Wapello   to  Basalt   in   1969.      Anglo's  hobby 
is    reading.      Ethel's    is    fancy  hand  work,   her  yard   and   flowers.    Ethel 
was    a   convert    to    the   L.D.S.    church.      She   taught    the  Bee-Hive   girls 
in  M.I. A.    and   graduated   along  with    them  on   Swarm  Day.      All  were 
honor  bees. 

The  Saxton  children  are:  Marie,  Orofino,  Idaho:  Anglo  Elias , 
Pingree,  Idaho  who  was  in  World  War  II;  Hellen  L.  Stevens,  Missoula, 
Montana;  Violet  M.  Ambercrombie ,  Kent,  Washington;  Vilate  Iris 
Saulls  „  Goshen,  Idaho:  Thomas  II.  ,  Riverside,  Idaho.   The  children 
attended  school  in  Qgdenj,  Almy ,  Wapello  and  Blackfoot. 


POULTRY  MEN 

For  several  years  after  the  turn  of  the  centry,  most  farmers 
had  small  flocks  of  chickens  to  keep  the  house  supplied.   All  eggs 
above  normal  consumption  were  traded  at  the  country  store  for 
other  needed  supplies.   This  was  seldom  more  than  a  few  dozen.   In 
the  thirties  and  forties  farmers  bought  several  hundred  baby  chicks 
six-weeks  old  from  Jorgensens  in  Blackfoot  or  Firth  Grain  elevators 
and  sometimes  through  farm  stores  or  cream  stations  in  other  towns. 
The  housewife  and  children  would  care  for  and  market  the  eggs  to 
pay  for  school  supplies,  music  lessons  and  extra  cash  for  luxuries. 
This  helped  balance  the  budget  and  the  farmer  could  put  his  income 
back  into  the  farm,  or  on  upkeep  and  taxes. 

Some  farmers  raised  cockrels  for  fryers  and  sold  them  live 
weight  to  meat  companies.  Almost  every  farm  had  a  good  coop  or 
place  to  house  the  flocks. 

After  World  War  II,  the  feed  and  supplements  became  too  high 
and  the  prices  of  eggs  and  poultry  dropped.  Large  companies  such 
as  Jorgensens ,  Idaho  Poultry  Producers ,  and  others  went  into  poul- 
try and  egg  production  commercially.  The  government  demanded  egg 
testing,  and  certain  regulations  had  to  be  met.  The  small  farmer 
almost  went  out  of  business. 

Commons  Poultry  in  Idaho  Falls  and  other  distributors  from 
larger  cities  could  sell  to  stores  and  restaurants  much  cheaper 
than  farmers  could  raise  them. 

A.  E.  Malm  of  Wapello  was  well  equipped  to  sell  baby  chicks. 
He  was  a  salesman  for  twenty-two  years  for  the  Hayward  Hatcheries 
of  the  State  of  Idaho.   Many  of  the  smaller  producers  bought  their 
baby  chicks  from  Malm.   Davenports  in  Sugar  City  also  supplied 
many  of  the  farmers. 

Walley  Carlson  was  the  biggest  poultry  man  in  Firth  with  2500 
laying  hens  and  two  large  houses.   Wally  does  not  have  hens  now. 
He  has  gone  into  beef  cattle. 

Albert  Gentillon,  George  Gunnarson,  Bryant  Stringham,  Cyprian 
Gentillon,  Felix  Johnson  and  several  others  had  a  few  hundred  laying 
hens . 
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JOHN  A,  WILKINSON  AND  JEANETTE  WILKINSON 

The  Wilkinsons  have  some  of  Twitchells  place.   They  think  it 
was  homesteaded  about  1910   They  bought  the  place  in  1948.   John 
is  a  disabled  veteran  of  World  War  I.   The  Wilkinsons  belonged  to 
Idaho  Potato  Growers  and  also  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   They  had 
four  children,  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Gary  Lester,  Gerald 
Ray,  Dwight  A.  and  Don  L. 

AUGUST  R.  ROOS  AND  NELLIE  ROOS 

The  following  is  an  incident  of  August  Roos's  first  visit  to 
Idaho:  (Quote)  "My  first  experience  to  Idaho  was  in  1906.   My 
brother  was  to  go  on  a  mission  to  Sweden  and  I  was  to  stay  at  his 
home  and  do  the  chores.   I  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years.   It  was 
in  the  month  of  September  and  to  save  expense  and  time  I  decided 
to  cut  through  the  country  from  where  I  lived  in  Bedford,  Wyoming 
(near  Thayne)  to  Milo,  Idaho  where  my  brother  resided. 

"I  took  two  ponies,  two  seamless  sacks,  one  filled  with  food 
and  the  other  with  clothes  and  necessary  utensils.   I  put  the 
supplies  on  the  horse  with  the  saddle  so  the  things  could  be  tied 
fast.   I  rode  the  other  horse  barebacked  with  the  supply  horse  tied 
to  the  tail  of  the  one  I  rode. 

"We  were  a  quiet  troupe  as  we  rode  along.   As  we  were  travel- 
ing down  Echo  Canyon  a  train  passed  and  frightened  the  horses  so 
much  they  tried  to  clime   the  steep  gorge.   I  stayed  on  after 
much  manuvering  until  the  train  passed. 

"When  I  arrived  in  Woodruff  a  fellow  was  cutting  timothy  hay 
and  wanted  me  to  help  himc   This  I  did  for  four  days  then  continued 
on  my  journey.   At  last  I  arrived  in  Soda  Springs  and  decided  I  was 
lost,   I  roamed  around  in  the  hills  beyond  the  Blackfoot  River  and 
finally  rode  up  to  a  sheep  camp.   The  herder  looked  at  me  in  bewil- 
derment and  said,  "Where  in  the  did  you  come  from?"   I  told 

him  the  mission  I  was  on  and  as  he  prepared  dinner  for  me  he  gave 
me  some  soap  and  water  and  made  me  wash  up .   He  said,  "Kid  you  are 
off  your  track,  keep  heading  north."   I  rode  north  and  came  out  on 
a  high  ridge  where  I  could  see  the  whole  Snake  River  Valley.   It 
must  have  been  Petersen  Hill  east  of  Idaho  Falls,   I  followed  a 
fence  line  straight  north  and  came  out  of  the  hills  just  south  of 
Milo,   I  was  soon  at  my  brothers  place.   This  was  my  first  trip  to 
Idaho.   On  this  trip  my  horses  were  hobbled  at  night  and  my  saddle 
was  the  pillow.   As  I  slept  my  faithful  dog  watched  over  me.   This 
was  quite  an  experience  for  a  lad  of  fourteen.   At  my  brother's 
place,  I  did  chores  and  milked  cows. 

My  return  to  Bedford  was  much  shorter.   I  drove  a  commisary 
wagon  to  John  Henry's  ranch  above  Swan  Valley  and  went  from  there 
to  Bedford  horseback. 

I  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade  in  Bedford.   Later  I  came 
with  my  sister  Carry  to  Idaho  Falls  where  I  attended  high  school. 
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She  owned  a  shearing  outfit  of  twenty-two  machines.   Every  year 
40,000  to  60,000  sheep  were  sheared.   This  was  east  of  Sheep 
Mountain  and  Long  Valley  on  Meadow  Creek,  south  and  west  of  Gray's 
Lake  Area. 

"In  1916  I  married  Nellie  L.  Randall  of  Idaho  Falls.   We  went 
to  Wyoming  in  1933.   We  moved  from  there  to  Goshen  were  I  was 
Bishop  in  1943.   I  was  in  the  Bishopric  for  seven  years  and  Nellie 
was  Relief  Society  President  for  some  time.   We  moved  to  Riverview 
on  the  Quist  Larsen  place  in  1946,  moved  to  Firth  in  1967  and 
retired  from  farming.   We  bought  the  Ed  Hall  home  where  we  live 
at  present  (19  72)."  (Unquote) 

The  Roos  Family  lived  in  Goshen  for  many  years  before  1946 
then  they  bought  the  Quist  Larsen  homestead  in  Riverview.   Mr.  Roos 
had  lived  in  Salmon,  Idaho.   He  came  from  Utah  to  Idaho.   Fifty 
one  years  of  his  life  were  spent  shearing  sheep.   He  received  two 
dollars  a  day  when  he  was  sixteen  years  old.   In  this  day  many  men 
get  twelve  dollars  an  hour.   August  was  away  shearing  during  the 
time  of  year  in  Idaho  that  most  of  the  crops  were  already  planted. 
He  sheared  during  the  waiting  period  which  was  not  as  long  as 
haying  time,  usually  the  last  of  June  or  first  of  July.   The  child- 
ren and  Mrs.  Roos  would  probably  take  care  of  the  milk  cows  and  the 
chores  while  the  father  was  away  shearing.   The  Challenge  milk  truck 
picked  up  the  milk.   At  one  time  the  milk  was  sold  to  Kraft. 

In  1967  Leavitts  wanted  to  buy  a  farm,  and  Roos  wanted  to 
retire  and  live  in  town.   The  Leavitts  moved  to  Riverview  and 
bought  August  Roos's  farm.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roos  bought  the  Ed  Hall 
home  on  N.  Franklin  in  Firth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roos  have  been  very  active  people  in  the  L.D.S. 
Church  and  other  community  projects  until  poor  health  prevented 
their  attendance.   Four  children  blessed  their  home:  Alta  R.  , 
Verla,  Charles,  who  married  Maida  Johnson,  and  who  served  in 
the  Army.   He  lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Mathel  lives  in  Utah. 

ED  KELLAR  AND  MARY  SNODGRAS 

The  Kellers  came  from  the  Goshen  area  and  bought  the  Carl 
Armstrong  home  on  the  north  hiway.   They  milked  a  few  cows,  sold 
milk  to  Challenge,  raised  stock,  hay  and  grain. 

Six  children  came  to  the  Kellar  home:  Vonda  Weinsky ,  who 
lives  in  Boise  and  is  blind.   She  has  three  children.   Arlene 
Short  has  the  most  beautiful  yards  in  Basalt.   LaVern  Kellar 
died  in  World  War  II.   Steven  is  at  home.   Faye  is  not  married 
and  is  an  exray  technologist  for  Dr.  Graham  in  Pocatello.   Carol 
married  Monte  Mecham  and  is  an  L.P.N,  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Hos- 
pital. 

Vonda,  though  blind,  is  a  very  amazing  person.  Several  years 
ago  several  women  and  girls  would  commute  on  bus  to  Idaho  Falls 
to  work.   The  writer,  Miranda,  and  Vonda  were  two  of  these  women. 
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When  the  bus  would  stop  in  front  of  Kellars ,  Vonda  was  always  ready 
to  step  on.   Many  times  the  two  sat  together  on  the  bus.   Vonda 
said  she  wrapped  bread  all  day  long  at  a  bakery,  then  found  her  way 
to  the  bus  to  commute  home  again.   Her  blindness  has  never  been  a 
disability,   Vonda  has  married,  has  three  children  and  is  an  imma- 
culate housekeeper. 

SPENCERS 

The  Spencers  lived  on  the  corner  across  from  Art  Holm  before 
Olsens  bought  the  place.   They  were  farmers  and  had  several  children: 
Theodore,  Deane,  Clifford  (Buz),  Mary,  Gladys,  Dora  and  Enid.   The 
Spencers  moved  to  the  Taylor  vicinity  and  no  one  knows  where  they 
went  from  there.   We  do  know  they  lived  in  Basalt  about  1920-30. 
No  one  knows  their  first  names. 

JOE  AND  ANNA  NEWMAN 

Joe,  at  age  21,  and  his  brother  came  from  Germany  to  Wisconsin 
in  1929,   They  had  an  older  brother  there  who  was  leaving  for  Idaho 
Falls,   The  boys  came  to  Idaho  in  1929.   The  three  brothers  worked 
for  farmers  and  acquired  some  property.   In  19  35,  Joe  and  his 
brother  sold  out  to  go  back  to  Germany,  where  they  lived  for  six 
months.   During  this  time,  they  married  and  brought  their  wives  back 
to  the  U.S.A.   They  lived  near  the  airport  in  Idaho  Falls  until  1938, 
Joe  and  Anna  bought  the  Alfred  Steele  homestead  south  of  Firth.   In 
19  39  they  started  farming.   The  Newmans  raised  potatoes,  hay  and 
grain. 

The  children  were  born  in  America:  Joseph  J.  attended  1  year 
in  Firth  High  School,  the  other  years  in  St.  Margarets  in  Blackfoot. 
He  lives  in  Raft  River.   Elizabeth  Karolina  married  Mr.  Rongitch, 
an  Austrian.   She  attended  St.  Margarets  in  Blackfoot  8  years. 
Lucille  C.  Schwarzenberger  attended  St.  Margarets  8  years.   She 
lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Anton  J.  married  Karen  Stolworthy  and  they 
live  in  Pocatello.   He  attended  3  years  at  Firth  High  School. 
Rosemary  Adkins  attended  Firth  High  and  lives  in  Hawaii. 

The  Newman  family  all  married  and  moved  away.   The  parents 
still  reside  in  Firth. 

ELDRO  REID  AND  GERALDINE  LARSEN 

The  Reids  were  some  of  the  first  in  the  valley.   Most  of  the 
Reid  boys  have  farmed  near  the  Blackfoot  River  area  where  Agnes 
Reid  and  James  Just  had  started  the  boys  so  well  in  farming 
careers . 

Eldro  met  the  pretty  Geraldine  Larsen,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Berkley  Larsen  of  Lower  Presto,  and  married  her  after  her 
first  year  of  teaching  school.   Geraldine  resumed  her  teaching 
career  after  the  twins,  Katherine  and  Caroline,  were  school  age 
and  required  less  of  her  time.   Geraldine  taught  twelve  years 
altogether  at  Lava  Side,  Riverview,  Goshen  and  Firth. 
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Eldro  has   dairy   cows    (grade  A  bulk-tank)    and   farms    large   acre- 
ages.     Much   of   it   is   pasture,   hay   and   grain.      Eldro  has    raised 
potatoes    and   sold   to   Potato  Growers    in   past   years. 

LEON  DANIEL  DUCE  AND  MARY  WILLIAM  JONES 

Mary  came  to  Basalt  as  a  bride  in  1940  to  mother  two  small 
children,  Darlene  and  Gerald.   Their  mother,  LaRue,  had  died  pre- 
viously.  Leon  built  a  Grade  A  Dairy  barn  and  Mary  helped  him  run 
the  business.   This  was  a  great  responsibility  for  a  young  bride 
but  Mary  was  equal  to  the  task  and  was  efficient  doing  both.   She 
was  a  good  home-maker  and  devoted  mother. 

Leon,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  E.  England  Duce,  was  in  elemen- 
tary school  in  Hyde  Park,  Utah,  and  attended  school  in  American 
Falls.   Leon  was  a  4-H  leader  for  two  years.   He  belonged  to 
Challenge  Co  and  also  Rowlands  Dairy  of  Pocatello.   He  is  a  member 
of  Cache  Valley  Breeders  of  Richmond,  Utah. 

Mary  is  the  daughter  of  Grace  Hatley  and  William  Newton  Jones. 
She  taught  4-H  for  three  years.   She  is  very  adept  at  arts  and 
crafts,  and  the  girls  liked  Mary  for  an  instructor.   Her  main  hobby 
is  making  a  home  for  her  family. 

Leon  and  Mary  had  two  children,  Ardis  Lyndsey  Duce  married 
Richard  Bagley  and  lives  in  Oregon  and  Lonny  Marcell  who  married 
Jennie  Beal  of  Basalt.   Lonny  is  going  to  school  in  California. 
Leon's  two  children  Darlene  married  Elwin  Clayson  from  Goshen  and 
lives  in  Firth.   She  also  drives  school  bus.   Gerald  Leon  married 
Shirley  Mitchell  of  Basalt  and  lives  in  Richland,  Washington.   All 
of  the  children  attended  Firth  schools. 

Mary  relates  an  unusual  experience.   "I  think  the  most  awful 
experience  I  ever  had  was  in  1950  when  I  thought  my  three  year  old 
Lonny  had  fallen  in  the  canal.   Mrs.  Mitchell  had  come  to  our  house 
and  had  taken  Ardis  and  her  daughter  to  the  Doctor.   After  they 
left,  Lonny  was  missed.   I  called  the  doctors  office  and  asked  if 
Lonny  was  with  Mrs.  Mitchell  and  he  said,  'No'.   We  were  about  to 
start  searchers  on  the  canal  when  Ardis  called  and  said  he  was 
hiding  between  the  car  seats.   A  time  tragedy  really  hit  our  home 
was  in  1958.   Leon  had  gone  after  the  cows.   He  didn't  come  back 
to  milk.   Lell  Armstrong  came  to  look  for  him  and  found  him  dead. 
He  had  died  of  a  heart  attack. 

I  sold  the  farm  and  bought  a  lot  in  Basalt  from  my  sister, 
Lorena  Richards,  and  built  a  modest  little  home,  where  I  lived  with 
Lonny  until  I  remarried.   In  1960  I  married  Harland  Kidd  from  Delco, 
son  of  Alex  Hyrum  and  Drucella  Pearl  Judd  Kidd  of  Delco.   Harland 
and  I  reside  in  Basalt  in  my  little  home  at  this  time." 

BENJAMIN  E.  HARKER  AND  ETHEL  DYE 

The  Harkers  came  to  Lava  Side  in  1949  and  bought  a  farm  from 
the  widow  Nelson.   She  and  her  husband  had  homesteaded  the  upper 
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half  of  the  farm  and  Mr.  Swanson  had  homesteaded  the  bottom  half. 
This  farm  was  east  and  north  of  the  Lava  Side  school. 

Benjamin  (Ben)  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Emily  E.  Harker.   He 
attended  elementary  school  in  Jameston  and  high  school  in  Shelley. 
He  worked  as  a  maintenance  man  for  the  Irrigation  District  in  19  36, 
was  a  trustee  at  Stanton  six  to  nine  years  and  charter  member  of 
both  Potato  Growers  and  Challenge  Creamery.   Ben  worked  at  State 
Hospital  South  as  an  advisor.   He  was  active  in  his  priesthood 
quorum  and  served  several  years  as  a  temple  officiator. 

Ben's  first  wife,  Beth  Pherson,  died  with  typhoid  pnuemonia 
leaving  three  little  girls.   Ben  then  married  Ethel  Dye  Monson  who 
had  some  children,   The  children  of  the  Harkers  are:  Afton  L. 
Scoresby ,  Mil;  Carma  Jean  Herbst,  Pingree;  Carol  Miles,  Boise; 
Elizabeth  Nelle  Betty  Jenks ,  Blackfoot;  Dennis  Monson,  Shelley; 
Leo  Harker,  Idaho  Falls;  Kathryn  Ann  McCall,  California;  Mary  Susan, 
Idaho  Falls;  and  Gordon  Joseph,  Idaho  Falls.   They  attended  diff- 
erent schools  in  the  area,  Riverview,  Groveland,  and  Blackfoot 
Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools  - 

ANDREW  C.  JENSEN  AND  LUCY  C.  WILLIAMS 

The  Andrew  Jensens  came  from  Brigham  City  to  Lincoln  and  then 
t?  Basalt  in  1915,   Their  first  home  in  Basalt  was  in  the  little 
white  house  where  Burdette  Bates  lived  before  he  built  his  new 
house r   Later  the  Jensens  bought  the  farm  where  Dell  and  Aloy  live. 
M  Johnson  had  homesteaded  there. 

Andrew  died  in  1920  with  influenza.   Lucy  was  left  alone  to 
raise  six  children:  Delores  Freeman,  Basalt;  Lucy  Dye,  Firth; 
Edith  Lyons,  Utah;  Delton  (Smith),  Shelley;  Lorna  Cox,  (2nd  Merlin 
Jensen) ;  Dell  Jensen  (Aloy  Olson) . 

The  father,  Andrew  C. ,  gave  the  children  a  patch  of  potatoes 
to  care  for  and  weed  to  help  the  children  earn  their  own  clothes. 
Lucy  Jensen  gave  her  family  a  bit  of  philosophy:  "Always  look  for 
gocd  in  people  and  you  will  find  enough  to  cover  the  bad." 

Lucy  liked  handiwork  and  flowers,   She  always  had  her  yard 
full  of  flowers.   She  run  the  farm  with  the  help  of  the  boys.  When 
they  were  old  enough,  she  turned  the  place  over  to  them.   She  lived 
alone  for  twenty-six  years  and  died  in  1946. 

BRYANT  STRINGHAM  AND  MIRANDA  CAMPBELL 

Bryant  is  the  eleventh  child  of  Olive  Ann  Johnson  and  Benjamin 
Joseph  Stringham,  of  Holden,  Utah.   Bryant  received  his  education 
in  Holden.   He  came  to  Glenore,  Idaho  with  his  parents  in  1918,  where 
his  parents  purchased  a  large  ranch  on  Cellar's  Creek.   On  the  ranch 
they  raised  hay,  grain  and  cattle  and  had  summer  range  in  Long  Valley 
and  Sheep  Mountain. 
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Bryant  married  Miranda  Campbell  in  1923,  a  daughter  of  David 
C.  and  Minerva  Duell  Campbell.   The  Stringhams  moved  to  a  ranch  of 
their  own  in  1925  on  Seventy  Creek.   Bryant  carried  mail  from  Idaho 
Falls  to  Bone  1926-30.   Two  children  were  born  at  this  ranch, 
Forrest  and  Floreine.   The  Stringhams  moved  to  Shelley  in  1932. 

In   1938,    Bryant  worked   as    a  hole-digger   for   the  Utah-Idaho 
Electric   Company   at    the    time   they   installed   the  big   line    from  Grace 
to  Anaconda,    Montana. 

Bryant    filled   three  missions,    two  with  his  wife,    Miranda.      He 
served   as   Branch   President   in   two  branches    and   as    counselor   in   two 
different  branches    and   in  Basalt  Ward.      Bryant   and  Miranda  have  been 
temple   officiators    in   Idaho   Falls    for    five   and   a  half  years. 

The   Stringhams    rented   farms    for   ten  years    from  Ammon   to  Goshen, 
and   in   1942    they  bought   the  Daniel   Olson  place   in   Riverview.      Bryant 
served   as    chairman   of   North   Bingham  County   Soil   Conservation   Board 
1950-1953,    and   as    1st   vice   chairman   of    the   Farm  Bureau  one  year. 

The   Stringhams    lived   in   the  nortwest    for  six  years    1953-59. 
Bryant   operated   the   road   grader   for   Crown-Zellerback  Tree   Farm  in 
Seaside,    Oregon.      Here    they    lived   in   the    office   of   a   trailer   park 
which   they   ran   for   two  years.      Miranda  was    also   alterations    lady 
for   a  department   store.      During   this    time  she  was    a   district  miss- 
ionary with   Laura  Anderson   for   two  years. 

When   the   Stringhams    came  back   to    Idaho  Bryant  was    in   charge 
of   the  weed  burning   crew   for   the   Snake   River  Valley    Irrigation   Co. 
He   assisted  Alfred  Twitchell  build   and   repair  headgates    for   the 
Irrigation   Company   in   1966. 

The   Stringham's    retired   from   farming   and  sold   their    farm   land. 
They  kept    their  home   and  six   acres. 

In   1966    the   Stringham's    filled   another   two  year  mission   for 
the   LDS    Church    in  Texas.      They    returned   in   1968.      Bryant  has  been 
employed   as   maintenance  man   for   the   LDS   Temple   since   1969. 

When   the   Stringham's  bought    their   place   in  west   Firth    the 
telephone  had  been   removed.      The   Stringham's  were  both    stake 
workers    and  had   to  have   a  phone.      The   phone   company    told   them   if 
they  would   get   enough   signatures    they  would   re- install   the   phone. 
A  petition  was    taken   to   all   the  homes    and  many   signed   in   the 
Riverview   area.      They  had   twenty-seven  signatures.      The  phone 
was    installed. 

One   friend   remarked   to    the   Stringhams  when   they  bought    land 
among   the  Swedes,    "If  you   live   out   there  you  will  have   to  have   a 
'son'    put    on    the   end   of   your  name,    making   it    Stringhamsons . " 
This  was    a  joke    to   them.      They  have   lived  with    the   Swedes    for 
thirty  years    and   really    love   all   of    them.      They  have  never   lived 
among  more  honest   or    loyal  neighbors    than   in  Riverview. 
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(There  is  a  history  of  Miranda  and  the  children  in  the  chapter 
of  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers.) 

DALE  NELSON  AND  DION  ADOLFSON 

Dale  is  the  oldest  son  of  Clarence  and  Eunice  Hjelm  Nelson. 
He  received  his  first  schooling  at  Riverview.   Dale  served  in  the 
U.S.  Navy  overseas. 

Dale  married  Dion  Adolf son,  daughter  of  Carl  and  Olga  Adolf son. 
She  and  Dale  rode  the  same  school  bus  to  elementary  and  on  to  high 
school,  as  they  lived  on  the  same  road  about  one  mile  apart.   Both 
were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

The  Nelsons  bought  the  Oscar  Nelson  (not  of  the  same  family) 
farm,  south  of  Firth  where  he  raises  hay,  grain,  potatoes  and  live- 
stock, 

The  four  Nelson  children  attend  Firth  schools.   They  are: 
Kathy ,  works  for  Idaho  Supreme;  Karen,  Cheri  and  Maline.   Dale  and 
Dion  go  bowling  in  Blackfoot. 

EDDIE  ADOLFSON  AND  LINDA  HELT 

Eddie  is  the  son  of  Carl  and  Olga  Adolf son.   He  was  born  and 
raised  in  Riverview  and  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Eddie 
and  Linda,  a  Pocatello  girl,  live  in  Eddie's  grandmother  Sigrid's 
home,  the  old  Adolfson  homestead.   Eddie  is  a  crop  farmer,  has  stock 
and  also  has  been  raising  pigs.   He  and  Linda  belong  to  a  bowling 
league  in  Blackfoot,   Eddie  was  president  of  the  FFA  in  high  school. 
The  Nelsons  have  two  boys:  Kerry  and  Mark. 

JENNIE  HARRIS 

Aged  and  living  alone  does  not  keep  Mrs.  Harris  from  milking 
cows.   Her  husband  was  an  electrician  and  worked  away.   Now  that 
he  (Earl)  is  gone,  Mrs.  Harris  takes  care  of  the  dairy  herd.   She 
is  eighty-one  years  old.   The  Challenge  driver  said  Mrs.  Harris 
was  always  on  the  ball  and  the  milk  was  ready  no  matter  how  cold 
and  frosty  the  mornings,   Mrs.  Harris  drove  to  Mackay  alone  this 
past  summer. 

The  Harris  family  came  to  Kimball  from  New  Sweden  in  1941. 
Mr,  Harris  died  in  1954,   The  Harris  children  attended  schools  in 
New  Sweden  and  graduated  from  Idaho  Falls  High  School.   The  five 
Harris  children  are  all  married  and  live  away  from  the  old  home: 
Thelma  Erkley;  Thomas;  Hazel  Bhishero,  Idaho  Falls;  Stella  Johnson, 
Salt  Lake  City;  Bill  Daniels,  Utah,   Hazel  and  Stella  were  both 
in  4-H  and  the  Harrises  belonged  to  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers. 

DAVID  STOLWORTHY  AND  BRENDA  HORKLEY 

David  has  been  raised  in  a  family  of  progressive  and  success- 
ful farmers  and  sheepmen.   He  is  the  son  of  Lloyd  and  Lucille 

338 


Stolworthy  of  Riverview.   David  and  Brenda  live  six  miles  west  of 
Shelley  at  the  south  end  of  the  Hayes  project.   Brenda  is  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  Horkley  of  Firth.   Both  young  peo- 
ple attended  Firth  High  School. 

David  has  sheep  and  runs  them  on  summer  range  near  the  Palisades. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Woolgrowers  Association.   He  is  also  a  sprinkler 
farmer  and  has  many  acres  of  potatoes,  grain  and  hay  near  the  lavas, 
north  of  his  father's  place. 

Brenda  loves  to  paint  ceramics  and  to  sew.   She  gets  the  child- 
ren to  their  piano  and  dancing  lessons  regularly.   The  family  all 
go  snowmobiling  and  love  to  be  in  the  out-of-doors  together. 
The  three  Stolworthy  children  are:  Thresa,  Nancy  and  David. 

ELMER  JONES  AND  EVA  JEMMETT 

The  Jones  family  came  from  Victor  to  Firth  in  1958.   Mr.  Jones 
is  deceased.   The  Jones  home  was  purchased  from  Terrell  Pixton, 
west  of  the  post  office.   The  Jones'  had  twelve  children.   Most 
of  them  live  away  from  Firth  and  only  four  are  living  around  here. 
Boyd  was  in  the  Army  in  the  Korean  conflict;  Randy  is  in  the  Army; 
Brent  and  Blaine  were  twins.   Brent  was  killed  in  Viet  Nam.   He 
was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Blaine  is  also.   These  twins 
really  loved  sports. 

Mrs.  Jones  was  a  Jemmett  girl.   Her  brothers  were  up  at 
Aldridge. 

KENT  MILLER  AND  MARY  SUTTON 

With  the  comfort  and  speed  of  cars  in  this  age,  a  person  can 
commute  back  and  forth  so  quickly  that  it  is  possible  to  hold  down 
a  good  position  and  yet  take  care  of  the  family  and  home.   Such  is 
the  case  of  Mary  Miller.   After  the  children  are  off  to  school,  Mary 
drives  to  Shelley  and  works  in  Huntsmans  Food  Town  for  several  hours. 
The  Millers  came  to  Firth  in  1952. 

Kent  is  a  farmer.   He  belongs  to  Idaho  Potato  Growers,  raises 
hay,  grain  and  cattle.   The  Millers  are  on  the  Burt  Robbins  farm 
at  Lava  Side.   Kent  was  in  the  Navy  in  World  War  II.   When  the 
Millers  milk  cows  they  sell  to  Kraft.   In  1954,  a  fire  burned  the 
Millers  barn,  hay  and  straw. 

The  Miller  children  are:  Marlyn  Scott,  Susanne  Kirk  who  lives 
in  Firth  and  her  husband  milks  for  Roscow  Kimball;  JoAn  Mitchell, 
Pocatello;  and  Steven  Miller  is  at  home. 

ROY  ADOLFSON  AND  BERTHA  ROH 

Roy  and  Bertha  were  school  mates  at  Riverview  and  both  are 
graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Roy  and  Bertha  bought  160  acres  of 
the  Gus  Nelson  homestead  of  1886,  south  of  Basalt  on  the  Goshen 
Road.   He  sells  milk  to  Kraft  and  is  a  member  of  Idaho  Potato 
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Growers.   He  drives  a  school  bus  for  District  #59.   Roy  is  a  member 
and  officer  of  the  Lutheran  Church.   Bertha  plays  the  church  organ. 
The  five  Adolfson  children  attend  school  in  Firth.   Jerry  was 
Valedictorian  in  his  senior  year;  Laurie;  Robert;  Becky;  and  Scott. 

CORNELL  SOELBERG  AND  ZELMA  CLAYTON 

Cornell  and  Zelma  both  spent  much  of  their  early  life  in  Idaho 
Falls  and  Ucon.   Cornell's  people  were  early  settlers  in  Ammon. 
Zelma's  people  were  very  musical.   This  talent  was  carried  over  into 
Zelma's  family.   Most  of  her  children  play  the  piano  or  an  instru- 
ment.  Fifteen  years  of  their  married  life  was  spent  in  Salt  Lake. 
Cornell  and  Zelma  bought  the  Russ  Hall  place  in  1967,  at  the  south 
end  of  Firth.   They  built  a  beautiful  home  and  put  in  the  yards. 

Cornell  was  farming  1000  acres  on  the  desert.   They  owned  all 
diesel  tractors  and  machinery  to  operate  the  large  acreage.   In  1969, 
Cornell  had  a  bad  car  accident  as  they  were  taking  their  two  girls, 
Linda  and  Debbie,  to  Dolly  Claytons',  in  Idaho  Falls  for  Music 
lessons.   The  crash  of  two  cars  was  terrific  and  Cornell  died  as  a 
result . 

Zelma  was  left  with  1000  acres  to  harvest.   She  had  been  with 
Cornell  enough  that  she  had  learned  to  drive  the  cat  and  handle  the 
equipment.   Lonny  came  from  Viet  Nam  and  Zelma  and  the  two  boys 
harvested  the  crop. 

The  Soelberg  children  are:  Leonard  W. ;  Charlene  D.  Broadhead, 
Salt  Lake;  Linda  E   is  an  honor  student  in  Kaysville,  one  of  fif- 
teen in  the  district,  also  a  winner  at  Spud  Day  Talent  Program  in 
Shelley;  Lonnie  R.  plays  trumpet.   He  married  Colleen  Pfeifer  of 
Firth.   He  was  in  active  duty  in  Viet  Nam,  did  the  bookkeeping  and 
was  a  Ricks  graduate;  Tony  attended  mechanical  school  and  is  still 
at  home. 

Zelma  and  her  family  still  reside  in  Firth  where  their  musical 
talent  is  an  asset  to  the  community.   She  is  a  Cosmetician  for  Blocks 
Department  Store  in  Idaho  Falls. 

PAUL  WEBER  AND  ANNA  JOHNSON 

Paul  came  from  Arizona.   Anna  met  Paul  in  Mesa,  Arizona,  and 
they  were  married  in  the  Mesa  Temple  in  1948.   Anna  had  been  raised 
in  Firth  by  John  and  Ellen  Lyon.   She  was  a  Firth  High  School  grad- 
uate and  had  worked  in  the  Primary  one  year  before  she  was  married. 

After  Paul  and  Anna  were  married,  they  lived  one  year  in 
Freedom,  Wyoming.   Paul  worked  for  farmers  and  attended  school. 
They  came  back  to  Firth  where  he  worked.   Then  they  bought  a  farm, 
where  Paul  built  their  first  house.   The  Webers  sold  the  farm  and 
built  a  home  in  Firth  just  north  of  Browers.   Both  Paul  and  Anna 
are  church  workers.   They  have  no  children. 
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ART  ANDERSON  AND  ESTHER  SJOBERG 

Art's  father  Ole  Anderson  homesteaded  in  1895  west  of  the  River- 
view  schoolhouse.   The  old  home  is  where  Seth  Lott  lives.   Ole's  land 
extended  to  the  Snake  River  on  the  south.   Art  said,  "I  was  raised 
on  five  different  farms  of  today:  Gentillons,  Granbergs,  Lotts ,  An- 
dersons and  Vic  Sundquists." 

Art  and  Esther  attended  school  at  Lava  Side  which  was  built  in 
1903  and  at  Riverview,  built  in  1907.   Esther's  home  was  just  up  the 
hill  from  Art's,  where  Hillmans  live.   Esther's  parents  were  John 
and  Elaine  Hovine  Sjoberg.   Her  father,  John,  came  from  Sweden  and 
her  mother  Elaine  came  from  Norway.   They  came  to  America  in  1903. 

Esther  Anderson  said  she  could  remember  when  their  mail  was 
brought  by  way  of  a  rowboat  from  the  post  office  in  old  Basalt.   She 
said  her  father  bought  a  cow  and  a  horse  from  Axel  Anderson,  who 
lived  east  of  the  river.   The  cow  was  put  in  the  row  boat  and  the 
horse  swam  the  river. 

The  Riverview  School  was  nailed  up  in  1959  and  dismantalled  in 
1969-70.  The  first  frame  school  house  built  in  Riverview  burned. 
It  was  a  one  room  building.   Alfred  Modine  and  G.  W.  Cederberg 
(Bill's  father)  helped  with  the  school.   Later  the  red  brick  build- 
ing was  finished.   It  had  two  schoolrooms,  one  upstairs  and  one 
in  the  basement.   Two  teachers  were  required  and  had  a  little 
apartment  or  rooms  where  they  lived.   These  rooms  were  also  in  the 
basement.   The  Riverview  School  was  District  #55. 

Art  Anderson  worked  in  the  railroad  shops  in  Pocatello  1916- 
1917.  He  spent  two  months  in  training  in  World  War  II.  Art  is  a 
good  singer.  Esther  belongs  to  the  Homemaker's  Club.  The  Ander- 
sons built  their  new  home  about  1965. 

JOHN  SJOBERG  AND  ELINE  HOVINE 

John  and  Eline  came  across  the  Atlantic  in  1903.   He  from  Sweden 
and  she  from  Norway.   Most  of  the  newcomers  were  welcomed  by  Gus 
Cederberg  at  the  Community  House  on  the  Cederberg  homestead.   It 
still  stands  and  has  been  remodeled.   Glen  Cederberg  and  his  family 
live  in  it. 

The  Sjobergs  built  the  large  home  that  belonged  to  Lyle  Hill- 
man,  the  one  that  burned  in  1971,   The  Sjoberg  children  are:  John 
Jr. ,  worked  for  the  railroad  in  Pocatello;  Melvin  also  worked  for 
the  railroad;  Esther,  the  only  girl,  married  Art  Anderson,  bought 
a  place  near  the  Sjobergs;  Ernest  is  married  and  has  two  daughters, 
Virginia  and  Bonnie.   Ernest  took  over  the  farm;  Harry  was  an  elec- 
trician in  Los  Angeles,  California.   John,  the  oldest,  and  Harry, 
the  youngest,  died  the  same  day.   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sjoberg  and  these  two 
boys  were  buried  in  Riverview. 
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KENNETH  WAGONER 

The  Wagoners  are  another  dairy  family  who  have  found  new 
avenues  in  successful  dairying.   So  many  farmers  gave  up  when 
prices  were  not  good.   The  Wagoners  have  fifty  head  of  Holstein 
cows  and  sell  milk  to  Challenge  by  bulk  tank.   Mrs.  Wagoner 
said  the  boys  had  sort  of  a  round  robin;  they  have  been  champions 
in  dairy,  swine,  beef  and  sheep.   Working  for  the  championship 
is  really  exciting  and  gives  young  people  something  to  work  for. 

The  Wagoners  came  from  the  York  area  in  19  70.   They  bought 
the  old  Rowberry  home  from  Wendell  Humphries.   The  river  bottom 
provides  much  pasture  and  range  for  the  dairy  herd  and  calves. 
The  Wagoners  have  four  children  who  help.   Vaughn  at  BYU;  Mike 
D.  ,  works  for  American  Enterprize  in  Shelley;  Kenna  is  in  high 
school;  and  Gary  is  in  elementary  school. 

FLORIN  WERNETTE  &  OPAL  BEASLEY 

Florin  had  a  home  before  he  was  married.   He  had  bought 
the  Twitchell  place.   Florin  is  a  native  of  Firth.   His  grand- 
father, Peter  Wernette,  filed  a  desert  claim  in  1909  under 
President  Taft.   It  was  160  acres  where  Florin  lives  now.   He 
attended  schools  in  Firth. 

Opal  is  the  daughter  of  Orla  and  June  Beasley.   She 
received  schooling  in  Groveland  and  Firth.   Opal  attended 

Albion  Normal  for  three  and  one-half  years  but  never  taught 
very  much. 

The  Wernettes  were  President  and  Chairman  of  the  Firth 
Local  Farm  Bureau.   They  have  sold  milk  to  Challenge  and  Kraft. 
They  also  belong  to  the  Fort  Hall  Stock  Association.   Florin 
raises  beef  cattle. 

The  Wernette  children  are:  Kenneth,  who  won  an  award  in 
diesel  machinery,  graduate  of  ISU  and  is  married;   Marie  was 
valedictorian  of  grade  and  high  school  where  she  received 
straight  'A's'.   She  was  Blackfoot  Junior  Miss  and  placed 
second  in  the  Idaho  Junior  Miss  Contest.   Florence  was  one  of 
the  top  ten  graduates  of  high  school  and  received  a  scholarship 
to  ISU.   June  was  valedictorian  for  the  8th  grade.   Richard  is 
in  junior  high  school.   All  the  girls  were  cheer  leaders. 

VICTOR  FRANDSEN  AND  LUELLA  TEEPLES 

The  Frandsens  came  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah  in  1903.  Luella 
was  born  in  Menan.   Victor  and  Luella  were  married  in  1906. 
Luella's  parents,  Jacob  and  Sarah  Teeples  had  moved  to  Goshen 
where  they  homes teaded  in  1895.   The  Teeples  children  attended 
Basalt  schools.   School  buses  were  not  in  at  that  time  so  the 
children  either  walked  or  rode  ponies  to  school.   Sometimes 
they  drove  a  horse  and  buggy.   Luella  and  Belle  Hansen  (George's 
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wife)  were  sisters. 

Victor  and  Luella  bought  forty  acres  on  land  from  George 
Jacobsen  in  1908.   This  is  the  place  where  Ross  Berg  lives 
today.   Frandsen's  built  two  rooms  where  they  lived  until  19  29 
when  the  brick  house  was  built. 

In  1916  the  Frandsens  homes teaded  on  Rawlins  Creek.  They 
raised  sheep  and  cattle  on  the  dry  farm  as  it  was  too  far  away 
to  drag  machinery  to  raise  many  crops. 

Victor  was  President  of  the  Firth  Livestock  Company.   He 
was  on  the  school  board  and  the  scout  committee.   Luella  was 
President  of  the  Relief  Society  when  she  passed  away  in  1942. 
Thirty  years  of  her  life  had  been  in  Relief  Society  in  various 
offices . 

The  Frandsens  had  twelve  children:  Lloyd  married  Lummy 
Speas  and  has  taught  school  thirty  six  years.   He  filled  a 
mission  to  the  Central  States  in  1929-31  and  lives  in  Goshen. 
Vernon  married  Wanda  Ball  from  Preston  and  works  for  the 
hiway  department  in  the  office.   He  had  six  children,  three 
deceased.   Erma  married  Ernest  Jones  who  is  retired  from  Lock- 
heed and  is  in  the  insurance  business.   They  have  six  children. 
Irvin  married  Enon  Tucher  from  Wapello  and  works  for  the  railroad 
in  Los  Angeles.   They  have  six  children.   Eldon,  Orlin  and  Ruby 
are  all  deceased,   Marvin  graduated  from  Ricks  College  and  was 
a  gunner  on  a  plane  during  World  War  I  and  was  killed  during  a 
raid.   Zella  married  Glenn  Riddle  and  lives  in  Bremerton, 
Washington.   He  is  an  electrician  and  they  have  five  children. 
Merlin  is  a  cattleman.   He  married  twice,  first  to  Gene  Baum- 
garter  and  had  three  children  and  then  to  Millie  Godfrey.   Neil 
married  Colleen  Wooley  and  is  teaching  in  California  and  has 
six  children.   Leola  married  Paul  Campbell.   They  run  a  lumber 
company  in  Riggins,  Idaho  and  have  four  children.   Leola  has 
her  degree  and  also  teaches  in  Riggins.   All  the  children  have 
good  educations  and  all  play  a  musical  instrument. 

DONALD  AND  JAMES  REID 

Mrs.  Lockyer  was  a  sister  to  the  Reids  and  she  and  her 
husband  bought  lots  in  Basalt  in  1911.   Kitty  Blair  was  also 
a  sister  to  the  Reid  boys.   Donald  and  James  lived  in  the 
Basalt  and  Firth  area  and  attended  the  local  schools  and 
recreation.   Robert  married  a  school  teacher,  Agnes   Just, 
and  the  family  moved  to  Lower  Presto  where  a  school  had  been 
established. 

RICHARD  LOCKYER  AND  LAURA  FOWLER 

Mayford  Lockyer,  Richards  father,  homes teaded  on  Cedar 
Creek.   After  their  marriage  in  1928,  Richard  and  Laura  spent 
six  years  on  this  place  in  the  mountains,  from  1929  to  1935. 
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The  school  house   and   Post   Office  were   there   in   1929.      The   Post 
Office  was    in   Jemmett's   house. 

Mrs.  Lockyer  came  into  the  valley  to  have  her  twins,  Carolyn 
and  Evelyn.   Evelyn  married  Thain  Jensen  and  they  live  on  the 
Williams  place  on  the  north  end  of  Firth.   Carolyn  was  an  Army 
nurse  in  Tokyo,  Japan  for  twenty- two  months.   Richard  works  for 
Max  Kerr;  Eugene  is  in  the  Medics  on  a  ship  in  the  Navy.   They 
also  have  another  son,  Calvin.   All  of  the  children  attended 
elementary  school  in  Kimball  where  the  Lockyers  have  lived  for 
thirty-six  years. 

Dick,  the  father,  was  a  football  player  at  Firth  High  School 
in  1926.   He  also  was  a  range  rider  for  Leonard  Cox  and  rider 
for  Vanderford  since  coming  to  the  valley.   Dick  worked  for 
Woodward  Potatoes,  Inc.   He  died  in  1968. 

ISADOR  AND  ALBERT  GENTILLON 

Isador  and  Cyprian  were  brothers  and  came  from  France  in 
1910.   These  two  brothers  married  two  sisters,  Marie  and  Augusta 
Palamy,  also  from  France.   Their  homes  were  in  the  Alps,  close 
to  the  Italian  border. 

Isador  and  Augusta  lived  in  Price,  Utah  before  1910.   The 
brothers  came  to  Riverview  in  1914.   Isador  bought  a  place  north 
of  Lofquist.   Cyprian  bought  on  the  south.   The  land  had 
belonged  to  Ernest  Burkman  who  lived  in  the  field  where  Beelearts 
live. 

Albert  farmed  with  his  father,  Isador  and  with  his  brother, 

Emil  until  he  went  into  the  service.   Augusta  passed  away  so 

Isador  hired  a  housekeeper,  Mrs.  M.  Christensen,  to  help  take 

care  of  the  home,  which  she  did  until  Albert  was  married. 

Albert  married  Vera  Cederberg,  daughter  of  William  and  Ebba 
Cederberg.   Albert  and  Vera  were  school  friends.   Both  attended 
Riverview  school  and  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

Isador  and  Augusta  planted  berries  and  fruit  trees  and 
raised  chickens  and  large  gardens.   They  also  milked  a  herd  of 
cows  and  had  a  few  sheep  and  cattle.   Isador  passed  away  in 
1966.   Albert  and  Vera  have  remodeled  the  old  home  and  built 
on  to  the  house.   Albert  has  also  built  lambing  sheds  and  a 
large  new  potato  cellar  that  will  house  thousands  of  bags  of 
potatoes.   Albert  and  Vera  still  grow  potatoes,  grain  and  hay 
and  raise  fruit  and  vegetables.   A  small  flock  of  laying  hens 
are  kept  to  give  the  children  a  chance  to  make  some  spending 
money.   Challenge  bought  their  milk  for  years,  but  now  they 
raise  mostly  cattle,  with  summer  range  in  the  mountains. 

Emil,  the  younger  brother,  married  Vesta  Hone,  from 
Wapello.   They  bought  a  farm  south  of  Firth.   Both  boys  are 
good  farmers  and  stockmen. 
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The  Gentillons  have  summer  range  on  Rawlins  Creek  where 
they  graze  their  cattle.  Sheep  and  older  cattle  are  kept  on 
the  farm. 

Albert  is  a  member  of  St.  John's  Masonic  Lodge  and  Vera 
is  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Order  of  Eastern  Star  in  Shelley. 

Albert  and  Vera  have  four  children:  Judy  married  Dan 
Calvin  from  Alhambra,  California.   They  have  a  little  daughter 
named  Kimberly.   Judy  attended  ISU  and  worked  in  a  dental  lab 
for  one  year.   Jane  was  an  honor  student  in  high  school  and 
received  a  scholarship.   She  attended  ISU  for  two  years  with 
a  major  in  Education.   She  lives  in  Boise  with  her  husband, 
Lindsay  Crawford,  who  is  an  auditor.   Both  Judy  and  Jane  were 
active  in  4-H  and  received  blue  ribbons  and  both  were  grad- 
uates of  Firth  High.   Jill  is  a  sophomore  at  Firth  High 
School  and  Alan,  the  only  boy,  is  in  elementary  school. 

ADOLFSON  BARTAUSKY  AND  CHRISTINA  WORTHEN 

Mr.  Bartusky  came  to  the  United  States  in  1914  from  the 
little  country  of  Lithuania,  located  just  above  Poland. 
Adolfson  worked  for  the  sugar  factory  in  Blackfoot  before 
coming  to  Firth.   In  1917  the  Bartausky's  rented  land  from 
Higley  then  later  bought  land  near  Wernettes,  the  old  William 
Womack  homestead.   The  Bartauskys  have  fifty-nine  acres. 
They  raise  potatoes,  hay,  grain  and  cattle. 

Christina  came  from  Utah  to  Groveland.   The  older  children 
attended  St.  Margaret's  school  before  coming  to  Firth.   The 
four  children  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Joy  married 
Neil  Bithel  and  they  live  in  Wapello;  Elizabeth  is  Mrs.  Paul 
Lewis  and  they  live  in  Tyhee;  JoAnn  is  Mrs.  William  Jones,  and 
they  make  their  home  in  Twin  Falls.   John  married  Morene 
Moffat  and  they  live  in  Blackfoot.   John  was  in  the  Navy  during 
the  Korean  conflict. 

WALLACE  RE ID  AND  MARLENE  STIBAL 

Wallace  was  raised  on  the  Blackfoot  River,  the  son  of 
James  and  Agnes  Just  Reid.   His  father  was  one  of  the  first 
white  boys  born  in  the  valley.   Jim  was  a  promoter  of  canals 
and  roads  and  everything  that  was  good  for  the  progress  of  his 
community.   He  and  Agnes  pioneered  and  explored  and  expanded 
to  help  make  this  valley  blossom  as  it  has  done.   The  Reid  boys 
have  inherited  many  of  these  fine  attributes  from  their 
parents . 

Wallace  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Marlene 
graduated  from  Roberts  High  School  with  the  class  of  1949. 
Wallace  and  Marlene  started  their  life  where  they  are  living 
now  in  1950.   The  Reid's  families  have  been  a  great  asset  to 
the  Firth  community  and  schools.   Wallace  and  Marlene  have 
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four  children:  Debbie  is  a  junior  at  Moscow  and  is  majoring 
in  Political  Science.   Casey  is  a  junior  in  high  school  and 
Cindy  and  Clifford  are  in  elementary  school.   Some  of  the 
children  are  quite  artistic. 

Wallace  raises  hay,  potatoes,  grain  and  cattle.  The 
land  around  the  Blackfoot  River  provides  good  pasture  and 
range  for  cattle. 

HOWARD  C.  BIRD  AND  WILMA  JOHNSON 

The  Birds  came  from  the  Twin  Falls  area  to  Firth  in  1969. 
They  specialize  in  dry  farming.   They  have  three  thousand  acres 
of  dry  farm  ground  where  the  Louis  Cox's  range  was.   The  dry 
farm  is  on  the  Blackfoot  River.   The  Birds  spend  two  weeks 
planting  and  usually  take  one  month  to  harvest. 

The  Birds  live  on  the  Wolverine  Road  near  Woodrow  Peter- 
son.  They  are  members  of  Wool  Growers  Association  and  NFO. 

The  children  attend  Firth  schools.   Gail  is  in  officers 
candidate  school  in  the  Navy  and  is  a  graduate  of  ISU;  Carl 
is  a  senior  at  Firth  High  School  and  was  the  valdeictorian 
of  the  8th  grade;  Max  was  also  valedictorian  of  the  Firth  8th 
grade  and  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  in  1969. 

LORIN  NICKERSON 

Lorin  lived  in  the  Goshen  area  until  1940.   He  lived  on 
the  Goshen  Hi-way  where  Bill  Palmer  lives.   In  1945  he  moved 
to  the  Kimball  and  Firth  area.   Lorin  bought  the  Terrell  Pixton 
place  from  Lords.   Nickerson's  farmed  in  Ririe  before  coming 
to  our  community.   For  many  years  they  had  milk  cows  and  sold 
milk  to  Challenge  and  Kraft.   The  Nickerson's  raise  row  crops, 
hay,  grain  and  beef  cattle. 

The  children  are  married.   Keith  to  Fern  Larsen  and  they 
live  in  Kimball;  Phyllis  to  Jean  Thompson.   They  are  in  Nampa 
working  for  Bryce  Millar.   Brent  married  Carol  Goodwin  and  they 
live  in  Brigham  City,  Utah.   Brent  works  with  machinery. 

CONRAD  WISE  AND  LAREE  BOWEN 

When  Kenneth  Flygare  was  principal,  Conrad  was  janitor  of 
the  junior  and  senior  high  schools.   Keith  Dye  was  working  with 
Conrad.   At  the  time  the  boiler  blew  up,  Conrad  was  burned.   He 
worked  for  two  years  in  this  job. 

The  Wise's  bought,  through  the  Smith  Company,  the  Dallas 
Peterson  home  south  and  east  of  Firth. 

LaRee  has  a  bad  heart  so  is  quite  indisposed.   She  stays 
at  home  much  of  her  time.   The  Wise's  have  three  children:  Paul 
in  Idaho  Falls;  Lynn  in  Kent,  Washington;  and  Vicky  at  home. 
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EVERTT  LYON  AND  DOROTHY  PHILLIPS 

Evertt  Lyon  attended  school  in  Firth.   He  is  the  son  of 
Charles  Lyon  Sr.   Evertt  works  in  Blackfoot.   The  Lyon's  bought 
their  place  from  Joe  Just  on  the  Blackfoot  River  in  1959.   They 
live  near  the  Reids .   The  Lyon's  children  are:  Betty,  already 
graduated;  Steve  and  Agnes  attend  the  Firth  Schools. 

DEAN  MCNEE  AND  MYRTLE  BROADHURST 

The  McNees  have  been  on  the  Herschell  Mecham  place  for 
eleven  years.   They  have  beef  cattle  and  take  their  produce  to 
the  market  on  hoof.   Large  trucks  transport  them  live  weight 
after  the  animals  are  fat  and  in  good  condition. 

Four  of  the  McNee  children  are  married  and  have  moved  away. 
Judy  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.  Richard  is  a  paratrooper 
in  the  Air  Force.   Dean  is  in  the  Navy. 

ROY  HANSEN  AND  MARGARET  HEAPS 

Roy  farmed  in  Kimball  for  many  years  on  the  Simon  Peterson 
homestead.   He  bought  the  place  in  1944.   Roy  lived  near  Rock- 
ford  before  coming  to  the  Firth  area.   Ruby,  his  first  wife,  was 
killed  in  a  car  accident  in  1963  leaving  Roy  with  a  family  of 
eight  children.   The  children  were  raised  in  Kimball.   The 
children  are  graduates  from  Firth  High  School.   Ruby  had  been 
a  devoted  mother  and  companion.   Dennis  R.  lives  in  Nevada; 
Janice  L.  is  an  insurance  adjuster  in  Alaska;  D.  Nadine  works 
for  Social  Service  in  Logan,  Utah;  Sharon  Shaw  is  an  Extension 
Agent  in  North  Idaho;  Julie  K.  graduated  from  Ricks  College  and 
is  a  secretary  for  an  insurance  company  in  Alaska;  Rose  Marie 
Johnson  lives  in  Moreland,  Idaho;  John  W.  is  at  home.   He  is  a 
junior  in  high  school  this  year. 

Roy  is  serving  his  second  term  as  Supervisor  of  the  North 
Bingham  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

In  1966  Roy  married  Margaret  Johnson  Heaps  from  Pocatello. 
She  has  been  a  wonderful  second  mother.   It  was  hard  for  Roy  to 
keep  the  home  ties  alone.   Margaret  is  a  school  teacher,  and 
has  worked  in  many  ward  capacities.   Her  work  in  Sunday  School 
as  teacher-trainer  has  been  outstanding. 

Roy  has  been  in  the  Superintendency  of  the  Sunday  School 
in  Firth  and  held  many  responsible  positions  while  in  the 
Kimball  Ward.   Roy  and  Margaret  are  an  asset  to  the  community 
where  they  live. 

The  Hansen's  sold  milk  in  past  years  to  Challenge  and  to 
Kraft.   They  raise  more  beef  cattle  in  recent  years.   Roy  raises 
potatoes,  grain  and  hay. 
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ANDREW  JOHNSON  AND  BERTHA  THOMPSON 

Andrew's  father  Joseph  Johnson  came  from  Mt .  Pleasant, 
Utah  and  bought  some  land  in  1905.   The  father  died  before  the 
place  was  secure.   Andrew  married  Bertha  Thompson  from  Wilford, 
Idaho.   Bertha  had  received  her  schooling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilford.   After  they  were  married  the  Johnsons  lived  for  a  short 
time  on  the  place  where  Phil  Hatley  lives.   Bertha  relates,  "Our 
warranty  deed  shows  that  the  place  was  purchased  in  1940  from  a 
mortgage  company.   Paskett  had  sold  it  to  Ray  and  Berneice  Jensen 
who  had  turned  it  over  to  the  mortgage  company.   It  is  the  Old 
Edwards  homestead.   Solomon  Edwards  name  is  the  first  on  the 
deed." 

Andy  has  raised  all  kinds  of  crops,  hay,  grain,  beets  and 
potatoes.   He  has  had  sheep,  and  today  he  is  a  successful  cattle 
man.   Andy  and  his  son,  Kenneth,  and  son-in-law  Ronald  Jensen 
have  a  summer  range  on  Cedar  Creek. 

Bertha  was  a  dedicated  work  director  in  Relief  Society  for 
several  years.   She  does  beautiful  sewing  and  hand  work  and 
quilts . 

The  Johnsons  remodeled  and  built  on  to  the  old  home  they 
bought  and  have  made  a  modern  comfortable  home  where  they 
raised  their  family.   They  have  four  children:  Thora  married 
Charles  Just  of  Lower  Presto;  Charles  operates  the  MART  and 
other  stores  in  the  communities  of  Idaho  Falls  and  Blackfoot; 
Naida  married  Ronald  Jensen  of  Firth.   She  works  as  a  secretary 
for  Idaho  Supreme.   Ronald  runs  cattle  and  dry  farms;  Kenneth 
married  Doreen  Crofts.   They  live  in  Shelley.   Kenneth  helps 
his  father  farm  and  run  cattle.   He  belongs  to  the  Grazing 
Association.   Nedra  married  Dennis  Speas.   He  works  at  the  AEC. 
Nedra  is  a  secretary  for  Idaho  Supreme.   The  Johnson  children 
are  all  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

Andrew  and  Bertha  are  retired  but  still  have  the  farm. 
Their  home  is  east  of  Basalt. 

VAN  NELSON  AND  JO  ANN  JAMES 

Van  has  been  his  mothers  right  hand  since  Oscar,  the  father, 
passed  away  several  years  ago.   Van  owns  the  farm  today.   Van 
has  a  home  near  his  mother  on  the  farm.   The  Nelsons  milked  cows 
for  many  years  and  sold  their  milk  to  Challenge.   Oscar  and  Van 
were  members  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   Van  has  beef  cattle  and 
raises  most  of  the  hay  and  grain  required  to  fatten  them. 

Jo  Ann  is  from  Boise,   She  had  four  years  of  college.   Her 
career  is  marriage.   She  helps  as  a  devoted  mother  and  farm  wife. 
Van  and  Jo  Ann  have  two  children. 
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FLOYD  WOMACK  AND  BERTHA  FIRTH 

Floyd,  the  third  son  of  William  Thomas  Womack  and  Henrietta 
Hansen,  came  to  Utah  from  Mississippi.   Floyd  was  schooled  in 
Soda  Springs  and  in  Firth.   He  came  to  Firth  in  1916  with  his 
parents.   The  parents  homesteaded  south  of  Firth  near  the  Black- 
foot  River.   After  Floyd  and  Bertha  Firth  were  married,  they 
purchased  a  farm  in  Riverview  west  of  the  Snake  River.   Floyd 
was  a  farmer  and  stockman.   He  had  cattle  and  sheep  at  times. 
His  farm  and  premises  were  well  kept  and  neat. 

Bert  Winschell  was  the  teacher  at  the  old  Dye  school  when 
Floyd  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade. 

Floyd's  father  William  was  a  freighter  in  his  younger  days. 
He  also  did  carpentry  work  and  farmed  in  various  places.   Eleven 
children  came  to  the  home  of  William  and  Henrietta:  May,  Mattie, 
Walter,  Roy,  Bill,  Floyd,  Vern,  Grace,  Bertha,  Agnes  and  Lucille. 
Grace,  Bertha  and  Agnes  were  school  teachers.   Vern  operated  a 
warehouse  for  many  years.   He  was  in  the  marines  in  World  War 
II.   He  served  in  Hawaii.   Roy  served  in  the  91st  Division  of 
the  Army  in  France  and  Germany. 

All  of  the  children  attended  school  in  Firth  where  the 
father  had  built  them  a  comfortable  home.   Bues  live  in  this 
home  at  present.   Henrietta  passed  away  early  in  life.   Mr. 
Womack  was  father  and  mother  to  the  children  who  were  left. 

Bertha  was  an  immaculate  housekeeper  and  a  devoted  mother. 
She  had  come  from  a  family  of  nine  including:  May,  Emma,  Mabel, 
Thomas,  Marion,  Cora,  Bertha,  Jessie  and  Ethel.   The  Firth 
family  were  some  of  the  first  settlers  for  whom  the  town  was 
named.   The  children  all  knew  the  rewards  of  hard  labor.   Bertha 
and  Floyd  had  three  children:  Deward ,  who  was  wounded  in  action 
in  Luxemborg  while  in  the  infantry,  and  died.   Firth  was  named 
after  his  grandparents  on  the  maternal  side.   He  and  his  wife 
have  three  daughters  and  live  in  Montana.   Joyce,  the  only  girl, 
married  George  Twitchell  who  died.   She  is  married  to  Gene 
Rishel.   They  have  a  farm  joining  her  father,  Floyd  Womack. 

Bertha  is  deceased.   Floyd  lives  in  the  old  home  and  rents 
his  farm.   Joyce  has  been  devoted  to  her  father  and  her  own 
family  of  four. 

GENE  RISHELL  AND  JOYCE  T.  WOMACK  -  George  Twitchell 

Joyce  and  Gene  live  in  Riverview  on  the  farm  George  and 
Joyce  and  improved.   They  moved  a  little  house  from  the  farm 
of  Joyce's  father  and  made  them  a  comfortable  home.   George  was 
the  son  of  William  Twitchell  and  Edna  Parsons.   He  was  born  in 
Presto.   He  was  a  good  farmer  and  stockman.   He  died  in  the 
Veteran's  Hospital  in  1954, 
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Joyce  married  Gene  Rishell,  the  son  of  Guy  and  Jessie  Hull 
Rishel.   Gene  has  made  a  beautiful  home  for  Joyce.   The  Rischels 
were  workers  in  the  Farm  Bureau.   The  children  competed  in  the 
Farm  Bureau  Talent  Find  many  times.   This  program  is  presented 
each  year  by  the  Farm  Bureau.   The  Rishel  children  are  all 
talented. 

Joyce  attended  school  three  years  in  Riverview  and  grad- 
uated from  Firth  High  School.   She  worked  four  years  in  the 
County  Recorders  Office  in  Blackfoot.   She  was  valedictorian  in 
the  graduating  class  of  1937.   The  children  of  Joyce  and  Gene 
are:  Linda  is  a  senior  in  college  at  Moscow  where  she  is 
majoring  in  Home  Economics  and  Textiles.   She  has  also  taken 
interior  decorating.   Linda  is  musically  inclined.   She  will 
be  teaching  this  year.   Brenda  is  in  the  sixth  grade  in  ele- 
mentary school.   Todd  is  in  the  fourth  grade. 

FRANKLIN  M.  OLSEN  AND  ANNIE  BEASLEY 

The  senior  Olsens  came  to  Basalt  about  1925  from  Shelley. 
Frank's  father  is  John  Olsen,  his  mother  Mildred  C.  Traveler. 
The  Olsens  have  always  been  farmers.   Frank  attended  school 
in  Shelley,  old  Basalt  and  then  in  Firth. 

The  Olsens  have  milked  cows  for  many  years.   They  sell 
in  cans  to  Challenge.   Annies  parents  were  Milton  L.  Beasley 
and  Mary  B.  Byington.   Her  hobbies  are  her  beautiful  flowers, 
yard  and  sewing.   She  raises  an  abundant  garden  which  she 
cans  for  winter  use.   Some  of  the  children  have  taken  FFA. 
All  the  children  have  taken  4-H. 

The  Olsens  raise  heifers  to  freshen  and  make  a  good  profit 
selling  them. 

Mrs.  Olsen  had  a  family  before  she  married  Frank.   These 
children  are:  Mary  Jean  Isaccs ,  Pollie  Crider,  Jacqueline  Self, 
Hor tense  Hodges  and  Larry  Baumgarner.   Ray  and  Ralph  Olsen  are 
children  of  the  last  marriage.   They  live  at  home  with  their 
mother  and  operate  the  ranch,  raise  stock,  hay,  grain  and 
pasture. 

WALLEY  CARLSON  AND  RUTH  CEDERBERG 

Ruth  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Cederberg  of 
Riverview.   She  attended  Riverview  school  which  was  about  a 
mile  from  her  home.   Ruth  had  three  brothers  William,  George, 
and  Paul.   Paul  died  during  World  War  I.   George  and  William 
live  near  the  old  home.   Una  Lydum,  a  sister,  lived  west  of 
the  river  for  many  years.   She  and  Neil  are  retired  in  Firth 
and  have  built  a  neat  little  home. 

In  19  36,  Ruth  and  her  husband,  Walley  Carlson,  bought  a 
farm  south  and  east  of  Firth.   Walley  was  in  charge  of  the 
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food  stamps  for  the  school  lunch  programs.   He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  a  member  of  the  Grange. 

The  Carlsons  have  milked  cows  and  sold  to  both  Challenge 
and  Kraft.   They  were  in  the  poultry  business  and  at  one  time 
had  2500  laying  hens.   These  were  housed  in  two  large  coops. 
Carlson  eggs  were  known  far  and  wide.   The  Carlsons  raise  hay, 
grain  and  potatoes  and  have  beef  cattle. 

The  four  Carlson  children  are:   Dale  was  salutatorian  in 
his  senior  year.   He  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Idaho 
at  Moscow.   He  is  in  the  Air  Force  in  Arizona.   He  made  the 
military  his  career.   Sonja  has  accomplished  much  in  4-H.   She 
earned  a  trip  to  Chicago  and  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Idaho.   She  lives  in  California.   Linda  is  attending  St. 
Mary's.   Ronald  won  a  trip  to  Chicago  in  FFA.   He  is  working  for 
his  masters  at  the  University  of  Idaho  in  Moscow,  Idaho. 

RONALD  JENSEN  AND  NAIDA  JOHNSON 

Ronald   is    the  son   of   Ellen   Singleton   and  Rulon  Jensen, 
the   grandson   of  Marie  Jensen   the   oldest    living  person   in   the 
valley.      His    grandmother   is    104  years    old.      Ronald's    father 
Rulon  built    the  house  where   Ronald   and  Naida   live.      The  home 
was    formerly   the   old   Singleton  home. 

Rulon,  the  father  of  Ronald,  died  when  Ronald  was  very 
tiny.   The  older  brother,  Thayne,  with  the  help  of  an  uncle, 
Lew  Singleton,  operated  the  farm  for  many  years. 

Ronald  and  Naida  took  over  the  farm  in  1957.   Naida  is 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Bertha  Thompson  Johnson.   Ronald 
and  Naida  attended  the  same  schools  and  knew  each  other  through 
the  years.   Both  are  Firth  High  School  graduates. 

Ronald  drove  truck  for  Challenge  Milk  for  ten  years.   Now 
he  has  cattle  and  grows  potatoes.   He  belongs  to  the  Cedar 
Creek  Grazing  Association.   His  summer  range  is  the  old  Jemmett 
homestead.   Ronald  bought  it  from  John  Dial. 

Ronald  and  Naida  have  been  active  members  in  the  Basalt 
Ward  and  have  held  many  responsible  positions  in  the  church. 

Ronald  served  his  time  in  the  US  Navy.   Naida  is  doing 
secretarial  work  for  Idaho  Supreme  where  she  has  worked  since 
196  7.   Ronald  and  Naida  have  six  children:  Ronda  is  married  to 
Donny  Hansen.   She  attends  business  college  in  Salt  Lake  for  the 
Emco  Company.   Ronda  received  many  ribbons  in  4-H.   Cindy  is 
attending  Ricks  College.   She  is  taking  a  general  course.   She 
has  had  two  years  of  4-H.   Gwen  is  a  junior  in  high  school. 
Laurie  is  a  freshman.   Drew,  the  only  boy,  is  in  the  sixth 
grade.   He  is  a  horseman.   Konnie  is  in  the  third  grade. 
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MARCEL  GENTILLON  AND  DORIS  J.  EATON 

Marcel  is  a  twin  to  Maurice.   He  and  Doris  were  going 
steady  during  high  school  days  in  Firth.   This  courthsip 
blossomed  into  a  lovely  marriage  of  two  prominent  families. 
Marcel's  parents  are  Cyprian  and  Marie  Gentillon  of  River- 
view.   Doris  is  the  daughter  of  Clyde  and  Irene  Eaton  of 
Basalt,  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven  girls. 

Marcel  and  Doris  knew  the  advantage  of  doing  for 
themselves.   After  spending  some  years  renting  a  farm  in 
Osgood  they  bought  the  old  farm  from  his  father,  Cyprian 
Gentillon.   Marcel's  mother,  Marie,  lives  in  her  own  little 
home  on  part  of  the  farm.   Doris  has  been  an  ideal  home- 
maker  and  a  big  help  to  Marcel  with  her  conservative  ways. 
She  makes  many  of  the  childrens  clothes.   Marcel  likes  cattle 
and  belongs  to  the  Cedar  Creek  Grazing  Association.   He  has 
plenty  of  summer  range  for  his  stock.   Four  men  are  the 
nucleus  of  Cedar-Creek  Snowmobile  area.   Maurice  and  Marcel 
Gentillon,  Kenneth  Johnson  and  Dewaine  Haggard.   Last  Year, 
19  70,  the  Association  built  a  resort  on  the  range.   The 
house  has  a  large  room  downstairs  and  an  upstairs  that  will 
be  used  for  sleeping  quarters  if,  and  when,  it  becomes  that 
extensive.   The  large  room  has  a  fireplace  and  a  gas  range 
to  cook  on.   Water  is  piped  to  the  building  from  a  cold 
spring.   Snowmobile  owners  can  buy  a  season  ticket  which 
gives  each  owner  access  to  the  hills  and  the  cabin. 

The  tracks  for  snowmobiling  have  yet  to  be  levelled 
and  scraped  and  there  is  some  up-keep  to  the  place.   It  is 
called  "CEDAR-CREEK  SNOWMOBILE  RESORT". 

Marcel  has  eighty  acres  of  his  own.   He  and  Maurice 
rent  other  land.   They  farm  some  310  acres.   On  these  acres 
they  raise  potatoes,  grains,  hay,  corn  and  have  pasture  land. 
The  Gentillons  raised  beets  in  19  70,  but  found  this  too  ex- 
pensive.  Corn  has  been  a  new  venture  this  year  and  it  looks 
very  good.   Silage  is  made  from  the  corn.   The  Gentillons 
raise  most  of  the  feed  for  their  cattle.   Marcel  raised  milk 
cows  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge  for  many  years.   He  is  an  NFO 
member,  and  belongs  to  the  Cattleman's  Association.   Marcel  is 
finance  committee  man  for  the  cub  scouts. 

Doris  has  been  very  active  in  Primary,  MIA  and  other 
positions  with  her  children.   Marcel  and  Doris  have  five 
children:  Marlyn  married  Dee  Peterson.   Both  were  graduates 
of  Firth  High  School.   Marlyn  received  a  trophy  in  home 
making.   Dee  filled  a  mission  for  the  LDS  church.   These  young 
people  live  in  Firth.   Joan  married  Michael  Park  who  is 
employed  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Parks  have  a  mobile  home  on  the 
river  road.   Jeanette  is  a  sophomore  in  Firth  High  School. 
Carrie  is  in  Firth  Elementary  School.   Scott,  the  only  boy, 
is  taking  kindergarten.   The  girls  all  took  4-H  and  won 
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several  blue  ribbons. 

MAURICE  AND  LADINE  HANSEN  GENTILLON 

Maurice  and  Marcel  are  twins  and  their  lives  have  been  close 
together.   Maurice  married  Ladine  Hansen,  daughter  of  Earl  and 
Katie  Hansen  of  Goshen.   These  young  folks  knew  each  other  through 
their  school  years.   Both  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  Scool. 
After  the  twins  married,  Maurice  and  Ladine  bought  the  farm  they 
are  on  from  Russell  Christensen,  in  1957.   It  is  part  of  the  Burk- 
man  homestead.   Maurice  and  Ladine  have  enlarged  and  remodeled 
the  home. 

Maurice  and  Marcel  feed  cows  and  calves.   They  have  a  silage 
made  of  corn  which  the  animals  love.   The  calves  were  in  separate 
corrals.   The  trucks  can  drive  by  the  mangers  and  unload  the  feed. 
The  cows  are  to  be  differently  than  the  calves.   The  two  boys 
work  together  and  have  good  looking  stock  that  is  well  fed.   The 
twins  have  around  225  head  of  cattle.   They  also  have  a  large 
acreage  of  potatoes  that  they  harvest  with  modern  equipment. 
They  farm  several  hundred  acres  from  the  desert  to  Cedar  Creek. 
They  have  membership  in  the  Cedar  Creek  Grazing  Association. 
Maurice  is  president  of  the  Cedar  Creek  Snowmobiling  Resort. 

No  matter  how  busy  the  twins  are  they  find  time  to  stop  and 
visit  with  their  devoted  mother,  Marie,  and  chat  with  her  over 
a  cup  of  refreshment  or  hot  coffee.   This  shows  great  respect 
for  Marie  who  looks  forward  to  this  visit  in  her  declining  years. 

Ladine  is  employed  for  Idaho  Supreme. 

Maurice  and  Ladine  have  six  children:   Sandra  married 
Steven  Staples.   They  live  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  where  both 
are  employed.   Lamon  is  a  senior  in  Firth  High  School  this 
year.   Wesley  is  a  freshman.   Carla  is  in  the  eighth  grade. 
Cindy  and  Stacia  are  in  elementary  school. 

Ladine  has  worked  in  Primary  and  in  MIA.  Maurice  has  been 
with  the  North  Bingham  Soil  Conservation  for  several  years. 

OLIVER  BLAKELY  HARVEY  AND  ELSIE  COX  -  Ruby  Stone 

Oliver  was  born  in  Kansas.   His  wife,  Elsie  Cox,  was  also 
from  Kansas.   They  were  neighbors  for  twelve  years.   Oliver  joined 
the  Navy  during  World  War  I  in  1918.   He  served  his  country  in 
the  Atlantic  area  until  1920.   During  the  time  he  was  in  the 
service  his  girl  friend,  Elsie,  her  mother  and  brothers  moved 
to  California. 

Oliver  returned  in  1920  from  the  service  and  married  Ruby 
Stone.   They  came  to  Idaho  in  1954.   Ruby  and  Oliver  had  four 
children  who  were  educated  in  Kansas.   Farming  and  raising  live- 
stock were  the  main  sources  of  income  for  the  Harvey's.   Ruby 
died  in  1961.   Oliver  lived  alone  and  visited  the  children  until 
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1964  when  he  met  his  present  wife,  Elsie,  his  old  time  sweet- 
heart, in  California.   Elsie  had  two  children  who  were  educated 
in  California.   One  child  is  in  Downey,  another  is  in  California, 
one  in  Iowa,  one  in  Honolulu  and  Dora  Lee  Hatley  lives  in  Basalt. 

The  Harveys  bought  the  Lettie  Dunn  home  on  the  banks  of  the 
Cedar  Point  Canal  in  Basalt.   The  Harveys  raise  weaner  pigs,  and 
raise  pretty  flowers  and  abundant  gardens.   Both  have  retired. 
When  Oliver  first  came  to  Idaho  he  fed  cattle  for  the  Utah- 
Idaho  Sugar  Company  in  Lincoln , Idaho.   This  work  was  from  fall  to 
early  spring.   He  had  worked  for  a  short  time  when  the  team  he 
was  driving  ran  away  and  two  wheels  of  the  wagon  ran  over  Oliver 
seriously  injuring  him.   It  put  him  in  the  hospital  for  twenty- 
one  days.   He  was  not  supposed  to  live  nor  get  well,  but  he  did. 
Oliver  is  able  to  care  for  his  wife  and  home.   They  reside  in 
Basalt.   (Told  by  Oliver  B.  Harvey) 

EVO  BEELEART  AND  ALICE  JOHNSON 

Evo  came  from  Nebraska  and  lived  in  the  New  Sweden  area  for 
some  time.   He  married  Alice  Johnson,  whose  grandfather  built 
the  Burkman  house  the  Beelearts  live  in.   Albert  Burkman  had 
homes teaded  the  place  and  had  Johnson  build  the  home,  many  years 
before  the  Beelearts  bought  it  in  1953.   The  Beelearts  bought 
it  from  Henry  Hjelm  who  purchased  the  farm  from  Albert  Burkman 
in  19  26. 

Eva  Beeleart  served  on  the  Riverview  school  board  when  school 
was  held  there.   Both  of  the  Beeleart  children  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   Ronald  was  in  Viet  Nam  and  is  married.   Nancy 
married  Sanford  Wagoner  who  is  making  the  Air  Force  his  career. 
The  Wagoners  live  in  Clovis ,  New  Mexico.   Nancy  belonged  to  the 
high  school  chorus  and  was  sent  to  the  music  festival.   The 
Beelearts  have  five  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Beeleart  is  a  diversified  farmer,  and  he  not  only  oper- 
ates his  own  farm  but  others  near  by.   He  has  a  farm  flock  of 
sheep  and  raises  heavy  yields  of  grain,  hay  and  potatoes.   His 
rows  are  clean,  neat  and  straight. 

EMIL  GENTILLON  AND  VESTA  HONE 

Emil  was  raised  in  the  home  his  parents  bought.   They  were 
Isador  and  Augusta  Gentillon  of  Riverview.   His  parents  came 
from  France  before  World  War  I.   Emil  attended  Riverview  ele- 
mentary school  and  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 

Emil  married  Vesta  Hone  from  Wapello  and  they  bought  the 
Sandy  Robison  place  south  of  Firth  in  1950.   The  home  and 
buildings  were  on  the  farm.   For  many  years  the  Gentillons 
milked  cows  and  sold  milk  to  Kraft  and  Challenge.   Emil  was 
a  member  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  at  the  time  the  company 
was  active.   He  served  his  stretch  for  Uncle  Same  where  he 
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worked  as  a  welder  in  the  maintenance  division  of  the  Air  Force. 
He  belongs  to  the  Eastern  Idaho  Grazing  Association.   This  Asso- 
ciation has  large  acreage  in  the  mountains  where  the  cattle  of 
the  members  are  taken  for  summer  range.   Emil's  strong  crop  is 
cattle.   He  also  raises  grain,  hay  and  pasture. 

Vesta  is  a  bookkeeper  for  R.  T.  French  where  she  works 
the  hours  the  children  are  in  school.   The  family  likes  to  go 
on  fishing  trips  and  picnics  and  often  go  to  the  hills. 

Emil  and  Vesta  have  three  children:  Rita  Jean  who  has  4-H 
awards  and  received  a  scholarship  to  ISU  in  Pocatello.   She 
married  Mr.  Stiltner  who  is  in  the  Air  Force.   Rita  is  secretary 
for  the  FBI  in  Washington,  D.  C.   Randy  E.  is  a  senior  in  Firth 
High  School.   Randy  is  musically  inclined.   Kathy  is  in  the 
fifth  grade  in  elementary  school.   Vesta  said,  "Randy  broke 
his  arm  the  night  of  the  earthquake.   The  bed  was  shaking  so 
badly  he  thought  it  was  himself  shaking.   The  pheasants  and 
chickens  were  crowing  and  the  whole  world  seemed  weird  and 
unusual. " 

GARTH  AND  MARENE  HOLM 

Garth  is  the  only  son  of  Arthur  and  Thelma  Holm.   His 
parents  are  of  Swedish  and  Welsh  descent.   His  parents  lived 
in  Fairview  before  coming  to  Basalt  in  19  36.   Garth  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Firth  High  School.   He  married  Marene  Allen.   Garth  and 
Marene  bought  the  old  Frank  Butler  place  across  the  road  and 
north  of  Garth's  father's  place  which  is  east  and  north  of 
Basalt. 

Garth  and  his  sons  have  many  projects.   One  of  them  is 
raising  breeding  stock  of  Charolias  beef  cattle.   Garth  is  a 
member  of  the  Western  Charolais  Association  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  NFS  and  the  Cattleman's  Association.   He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Challenge  and  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers.   Garth  was 
valedictorian  of  his  eighth  grade  class. 

Garth  served  six  years  on  the  Firth  School  Board  from  1965 
to  19  71.   He  was  chairman  for  two  years,  about  the  time  the 
new  high  school  was  built.   Garth  drives  school  bus  for  the 
district  today. 

Marene  attended  schools  in  Sugar  City  and  Shelley.  Her 
parents  are  Freda  B.  Rindhsbocher  and  David  Archibald  Allen. 
Her  parents  are  of  Swiss  and  Scottish  descent.  Marene  is  an 
ardent  reader  and  an  immaculate  housekeeper. 

The  Holms  have  three  children:  David,  the  oldest  son, 
received  several  scholarships  and  earned  degrees  in  science 
and  agricultural  science.   In  1968  he  graduated  with  the  top 
ten  from  Firth  High  School.   David  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Angus  Association.   He  has  graduated  from  college.   Norman, 
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the  second  son,  is  a  Firth  graduate  and  at  present  is  a  junior 
at  ISU  where  he  is  majoring  in  landscape  architecture.   Norman 
received  a  scholarship  from  the  Agriculture  Alumni  Association. 
He  was  president  of  the  Science  and  Math  Club  while  in  high 
school.   At  present  Norman  is  a  junior  member  of  American  Inter- 
national Charolias  Association.   Deborah  Ann  is  a  sophomore  in 
Firth  High  School.   She  is  a  member  of  International  Thespians 
and  of  FHA  of  America.   She  was  recorder  of  the  Firth  Thespians 
during  1970-71.   Deborah  likes  sewing,  fishing  and  reading. 

ROLAND  LARSON  AND  MELVIA  LARS EN 

Roland  was  born  in  Riverview,  the  son  of  Claus  A.  Larson 
who  came  from  Sweden  and  homes teaded  where  Roland  lives.   Part 
of  the  farm  is  the  original  homestead  of  his  father.   Roland 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Woolgrcwers  Association,  Potato  Growers 
Association  and  Challenge  Milk.   Roland  attended  school  in 
Riverview  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Roland  and 
Melvia  are  active  members  cf  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Firth. 
Roland  has  served  many  years  on  the  church  board  of  trustees. 
Rolands  father,  Claus,  has  helped  plan  and  build  the  first 
Lutherin  Church  in  Firth.  Roland  and  Melvia  have  been  a  strong 
force  in  building  and  keeping  the  new  church  going.   Both  have 
been  officers. 

The  Larsons  have  three  children:   Karolyn  who  attended 
ISU  in  Pocatello.   She  lives  in  Hailey,  Idaho.   Janice  Maccar- 
illo  also  attended  ISU  and  now  lives  in  Hailey,  Idaho.   Richard 
Larson  is  at  home  in  Firth,  Idaho. 

GEORGE  GRANBERG  AND  I OLA  KELLER 

George's  father,  Carl  Granberg,  was  a  blacksmith  before 
he  came  to  Firth  and  after  he  came  to  Firth,   The  Granbergs 
rented  a  place  to  live  in  1938,   In  1948  they  bought  part  of 
the  Anderson  homestead.   The  house  had  a  face  lifting  with  new 
barns  and  corrals  replacing  the  old  ones. 

George  and  Iola,  who  is  from  New  Sweden,  raise  potatoes, 
grain  and  cattle.   They  are  particular  stockmen  and  keep 
their  out-buildings  in  good  repair  and  sleek  fat  cattle  in 
the  pastures, 

MERLE  JENSEN  AND  SHARLENE  BROWN 

Merle  is  the  son  of  Ellen  and  Rulon  Jensen,  who  formerly 
lived  on  the  place  where  Ronald  lives.   Merle  and  Sharlene 
attended  high  school  together  in  Firth  and  were  both  graduates 
of  high  school.   Merle  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  the  Central 
Atlantic  States.   He  was  home  a  short  time  when  he  married 
Sharlene  Brown  of  Basalt,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Fern 
Brown.   Soon  after  the  marriage  Uncle  Sam  took  Merle  into  the 
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service  of  his  country  and  their  first  child  was  born  while  he 
was  gone.   Merle  and  Sharlene  farmed  in  Osgood  on  his  return 
from  the  service.   They  also  farmed  in  Basalt. 

The  Jensens  moved  to  Rupert  with  the  encouragement  of  a 
friend,  Clark  Higley.   Merle  has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
seven  miles  east  of  Rupert.   He  runs  four  hundred  head  of  cattle 
on  a  ranch  that  is  sprinkled.   Merle  and  Sharlene  like  it  in  the 
lower  valley  and  are  devoted  workers  in  the  community  where  they 
live.   The  Jensens  have  three  children. 

JIM  PRATT  AND  VESTA  DUNN 

Jim  and  Vesta  lived  in  a  log  house  where  the  Highs  live 
adjacent  to  Lettie  Dunn,  Vesta's  mother.   Lettie  lived  where 
Harvey's  live.   The  Browns  were  active  in  church  and  community 
affairs  while  living  at  Basalt. 

At  present  the  Pratts  live  in  Idaho  Falls  where  Jim  is 
employed  by  the  telephone  company  and  Vesta  works  for  the  AEC. 
The  Pratts  had  several  children.   Those  remembered  are:  Larry, 
Marsha  and  Robert.   There  are  probably  more. 

Jim  and  Vesta  worked  in  the  MIA  of  the  Basalt  Ward. 

SAMUEL  AND  LETTIE  DUNN 

Although  the  Dunns  have  passed  on  their  footprints  have 
remained.   Lettie  was  a  wonderful  person  with  the  young  girls. 
They  respected  and  loved  her.   Lettie  wrote  poetry  and  prose. 
Samuel  was  quiet  and  reserved. 

It  is  not  known  if  there  were  more  children  but  it  is  known 
that  four  lived  in  the  Basalt  Ward.   Lynn  was  sent  on  a  mission 
from  Basalt.   The  daughters  were:  Vesta  Pratt,  Fern  Brown,  and 
Leona  Clements.   All  of  the  family  were  workers  in  the  church 
and  lived  here  for  several  years.   Their  children  attended 
local  schools. 

BURTON  RAINSDON  AND  THELMA  FRONGNER 

The  Rainsdons  were  on  the  Blackfoot  Reservation  farming 
when  Arthur  Dye  was  there.   They  came  to  Firth  in  1968  and 
bought  the  Rulon  Creezee  place  between  the  Lotts  and  the  grade 
school.   Rainsdon  has  cattle  and  did  custom  farming  until  he 
retired.   The  Rainsdons  have  two  children.   They  are  married 
and  have  moved  away. 

Thelma  is  a  practical  nurse  at  Bingham  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Blackfoot.   (There  is  more  about  her  nursing  under  Doctors 
and  Nurses.) 

RODNEY  W.  TEW  AND  NOMA  CHRISTENSEN 

Rodney,  the  son  of  Warren  and  Vera  Hill  Tew,  attended 
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schools  in  Stanton  and  was  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High  School. 
He  filled  a  mission  for  the  LDS  Church  and  attended  college. 
He  married  Noma  Christensen  from  Blackfoot.   Noma  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Blackfoot  High  School.   She  also  graduated  from  college, 

The  Tews  resided  in  Goshen  for  seventeen  years  where  both 
were  active  in  church  and  civic  affairs.   In  1962  Rodney  and 
Noma  bought  the  old  Doc  Sorenson  place  in  Riverview.   They 
have  built  a  new  house  and  made  many  improvements  around  the 
farm.   The  Tews  are  members  of  Firth  Ward. 

A  tragic  accident  occured  to  the  Tews  when  they  were 
taking  Tamara  to  BYU  to  college.   They  were  struck  by  a  car 
traveling  fifty  miles  an  hour.   The  Tews  hit  a  utility  pole 
headon.   The  car  was  a  wreck.   Rodney  and  Noma  were  both 
injured,  Noma  critically.   The  accident  was  in  January  of 
1971.   Noma  is  still  under  the  doctors  car  but  is  recovering 
slowly. 

Rodney  has  been  a  stock  farmer  raising  cattle  and  crops. 

The  Tews  have  ten  children:  Jeanette  was  salutatorian 
in  1951.   She  excelled  in  FHA.   She  is  married  to  Larry 
Esplin,  a  school  teacher.   Warren  T.  served  as  an  LDS  mission- 
ary.  He  likes  football.   He  married  Gloria  Bell.   Sonja  is  at 
home  and  takes  care  of  her  mother.   Kent  works  for  an  appliance 
company.   Bruce  served  a  mission  to  England.   Craig  likes 
wrestling.   He  filled  a  mission  to  Pennsylvania.   Tamara  is 
attending  college  at  BYU.   Rebecca  is  a  senior,  Kurtis  is  a 
freshman,  and  Marlene  is  in  elementary  school. 

GLEN  CEDERBERG  AND  BETTY  KNIGHT 

Glen  grew  up  on  the  same  farm  as  his  father.   He  attended 
the  Riverview  school  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 
Glen  married  Betty  Knight  from  Delta,  Utah.   She  received  her 
education  in  Delta. 

In  1954  Glen  and  Betty  moved  on  to  the  homestead  place 
of  Glen's  grandfather,  G.  W.  Cederberg.  William  (Bill)  and 
Ebba  Frederickson  Cederberg  are  Glen's  parents. 

Glen  served  the  required  time  in  the  armed  forces  in 
the  Army.   Glen  is  a  member  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers  and  sold 
milk  to  Challenge  for  many  years.   Both  Glen  and  Betty  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Riverview  Grange.   Betty  is  secretary  of  the  Grange, 
Bob  Wetherbee  is  Master.   The  Cederbergs  belong  to  the  Masonic 
Lodge. 

Glen  has  inherited  good  management  from  both  of  his  par- 
ents.  The  Cederbergs  have  had  prosperous  looking  farms  and 
sleek  cattle,  and  Glen   carries  on  the  tradition. 

The  apple  orchard  where  Glen  and  Betty  live  has  supplied 
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many  people  of  the  valley  with  apples.   The  farm  produces 
grain,  potatoes,  hay  and  fat  cattle. 

Glen  is  employed  at  the  AEC  and  takes  care  of  his  live- 
stock and  small  farm. 

The  Cederbergs  have  four  children:  Steven  is  a  mechanic 
in  Blackfoot.   A  tragic  thing  happened  to  Steve  and  his 
family  in  January,  19  71.   Their  trailer  home  burned  up.   The 
people  of  the  community  rallied  around  and  had  a  benefit 
dance  for  them.   Sheryl  Sprace  was  on  the  honor  roll  in  high 
school.   David  is  in  junior  high.   Janet  is  in  junior  high 
and  received  a  blue  ribbon  in  4-H. 

ORLA  BEASLEY  AND  LOIS  WINDER 

So  many  of  the  farmers  have  had  to  have  extra  income  to 
supplement  their  crops  or  grain.   Orla  has  cattle  for  his 
supplement.   Lois  and  Orla  bought  land  in  the  mountains  at 
the  head  of  Mill  Creek,  part  of  the  Striker  homestead.   At 
one  time  the  Strikers  operated  a  saw  mill  on  the  land.   Orla 
planted  wheat  to  seed  his  alfalfa  to  feed  his  cattle.   The 
mountains  provided  lucious  summer  range  for  his  stock.   The 
winters  were  spent  around  Blackfoot  and  Groveland. 

In  1949,  the  Beasleys  bought  the  old  Teeples  place  south 
of  Firth  that  belonged  to  the  Firth  community  for  several 
years.   Orla  and  Lois  celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniver- 
sary while  in  Firth .   They  are  now  residing  in  Blackfoot, 
where  they  bought  a  home  on  University  Avenue. 

The  Beasleys  have  three  children:  June  Hansen  who 
married  G.  R.  Hansen.   They  met  while  at  ISU.   The  Hansens 
live  in  California.   Opal  Wernette  married  Florian  who  is  a 
rancher  south  of  Firth.   Opal  graduated  from  Blackfoot  High 
and  attended  Albion  Normal.   Opal  taught  for  three  years. 
Richard  Beasley  married  Cheryl  Poulson  from  Shelley.   He  is 
a  graduate  of  Firth  High.   They  live  in  Blackfoot.   Richard 
is  a  rock  hound.   The  Beasleys  have  nine  grandchildren  and 
one  great  grandchild. 

LAWRENCE  (PETE)  COUMERILH  AND  EDITH  EAMES 

Joseph  Coumerilh,  the  great  grandfather  of  Pete,  came 
from  southern  France  to  America.   They  were  Basques,  a  group 
of  people  who  are  not  related  to  Spain  or  France.   Their  few 
provinces  are  near  the  Pyrenes  mountains  in  southern  France. 
There  is  a  Basque  language  they  learn  in  school.   Most 
Basques  are  Catholics. 

The  Basques  are  fine  sailors  and  excellent  fishermen. 
Many  Americans  hire  them  because  they  are  meticulous  and  care 
for  large  herds  of  sheep.   Some  of  the  men  wear  a  little 
beret.   The  Basques  have  their  own  form  of  government. 
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Pete  is  the  son  of  John  Henry  and*  Lois  Hunt  Coumerilh.   They 
came  to  Firth  about  1950,  from  Blackfoot.   They  bought  their  home 
from  Dallas  Peterson.   The  property  was  probably  owned  by  the 
Hutchinsons,  originally. 

Coumerilhs  have  large  holdings  on  Crane's  Flat  and  at  the 
head  of  Homer  Creek,  in  the  mountains.   They  have  grazed  cattle 
there  on  the  summer  range  for  many  years.   Each  winter  they  are  fed 
in  the  valley  in  Sterling  or  Blackfoot. 

John  and  Lois  (Pete's  parents)  have  three  children:   Law- 
rence E. ,  of  Firth;  Joseph  L.,  and  Opal  Gay. 

Pete,  or  Lawrence,  has  a.  real  estate  business  and  sells  cat- 
tle ranches.   Pete  and  Edith  have  two  children:   J.  E.,  who  lives 
in  Illinois.   He  is  a  cameraman  and  helped  make  the  materials  that 
detect  satellites.   He  received  recognition  from  President  Dwight 
Eisenhower  when  he  was  on  the  President's  News  Staff.   J.  E.  was 
the  head  technician  for  R.C.A.  at  the  Seattle  World's  Fair.   Lois 
Joy  Smith  was  one  of  the  top  six  in  her  class  in  1961.   She  was  a 
persistent  honor  roll  student.   Lois  has  one  little  girl,  Terri. 
Lois  and  Terri  live  with  Lois'  parents.   Lois  is  employed  by  Wood- 
wards Potato  Company 

RUSSELL  CHRISTENSEN  AND  ELDA  MOSS 

Russell's  people  were  pioneers  of  the  Teton  Valley.  His  bro- 
thers still  have  a  lot  of  property  around  the  Pratt  Ward.  Russell 
runs  cattle  on  the  Teton  River  in  the  summer.  He  has  them  in  feed 
lots  in  the  valley  in  the  winter.  Russell  and  Elda  bought  a  place 
from  Olget  Peterson,  near  the  Riverview  School,  in  1944.  They 
were  members  of  the  Firth  and  Basalt  Wards.  They  were  diversified 
farmers,  raising  hay,  grain,  and  cattle. 

Russell  and  Elda  were  active  members  in  the  L.D.S.  Church. 
They  worked  in  M.I. A.   Elda  also  worked  in  the  Primary,  and  was 
Secretary  of  the  Bingham  County  Women's  Farm  Bureau  when  Miranda 
Stringham  was  Chairman  in  1950. 

Neva  is  the  only  child.   She  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School 
and  took  Nurses  training  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Neva  changed  her  name  to  Mrs.  Kent  Christensen.   Kent  is  from  Shel- 
ley o      They  live  in  Las  Vegas.   Neva  works  part  time  in  a  doctor's 
office.   Kent  and  Neva  have  three  children. 

Russell  and  Elda  sold  their  farm  in  Riverview  to  Maurice  Gen- 
tillon,  in  1957.   They  bought  a  small  acreage  north  of  Taylor, 
and  built  a  modern  home.   Elda  took  Nurses  Training  in  1959,  and 
graduated  as  a  Licensed  Practical  Nurse.   She  works  at  the  L.D.S. 
Hospital.   Russell  spends  much  time  in  the  summer  with  the  cattle 
on  the  summer  range. 

CLYDE  DYE  AND  ELLEN  CROFTS 

When  Clyde  and  Ellen  started  their  career  together  as  farmers, 
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they  purchased  the  Milo  Andrus,  Sr.,  homestead  in  1942.   Clyde  is 
the  son  of  Elizabeth  and  Richard  Dye.   His  parents  were  some  of  the 
first  people  in  the  Firth  area.   Ellen  is  the  granddaughter  of 
Reese  Jones  and  Clara  Winks,  another  early  pioneer  couple.   She  is 
the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Maude  Crofts.   They  drove  a  Model  A 
Coupe  when  they  were  first  married. 

Clyde  was  a  Ditch  Rider  and  Overseer  of  the  Little  Indian 
Canal  on  the  Reservation  for  five  years.   Clyde  and  Ellen  have  spent 
more  than  thirty  years  of  service  in  various  positions  in  the  church. 
They  have  been  officers  of  the  Firth  Farm  Bureau.   Ellen  has  been 
an  officer  in  the  D.U.P.  for  many  years,  and  at  present,  is  Treasurer 
of  the  Paradise  Cowbelles. 

The  Dyes  have  been  members  of  Challenge  and  Kraft,  the  Beet 
Growers  Association,  the  Potato  Growers  Association,  and  the  Cat- 
tlemens  Association.   Clyde  has  cattle,  and  farms  at  present. 

The  Dyes  have  travelled  many  places  in  the  western  United 
States  and  Mexico.   Clyde  and  Ellen  have  one  living  child.   Two 
babies  died  at  birth.   Iris,  the  only  child,  married  Jfcarl  L.  Frand- 
sen.   They  live  in  Blackfoot,   Clyde  and  Ellen  have  seven  grand- 
children. 

Ellen  relates  an  experience  they  had.   "In  1937,  Jesse,  Bea- 
trice, their  family  and  our  family  toured  Yellowstone  Park.   On 
the  downhill  side  of  Jackson  Pass,  the  axle  of  the  car  broke.   They 
were  almost  to  the  bottom.   Jesse  fastened  Clyde's  car  to  his 
and  dragged  it  to  Idaho  Falls.   A  car  of  apparently  drunks  weaved 
back  and  forth  in  front  of  them  so  they  could  not  pass.   As  they 
approached  Riverside  Gardens,  near  Thornton,  a  woman  ran  out,  yel- 
ling for  help.   A  girl  had  gone  to  the  bottom  of  the  pool.   With 
the  help  of  the  lifeguard  and  Jesse,  the  girl  was  rescued,  but  could 
not  be  revived.   The  two  men  who  were  thought  drunk  gave  the  girl 
artificial  respiration,  but  to  no  avail.   MORAL:   Don't  judge  a  man 
by  the  way  he  drives,  he  may  not  be  drunk. 

WOODROW  PETERSON  AND  DONNA  CHAPMAN 

Woodrow  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris  Peterson.   Mr.  Peter- 
son gave  each  of  his  children  some  farm  land.   Woodrows  was  eighty 
acres  west  of  the  Sand  Creek,  one  mile  south,  and  one  mile  east  of 
the  Dye  School.   Woodrow  served  two  years  on  a  mission  in  Cali- 
fornia, after  graduating  from  Firth  High  School,  and  attending 
U.S.U.   After  his  return  from  his  mission,  he  married  Donna  Chapman, 
daughter  of  John  and  Alexia  Chapman  of  Firth.   The  young  couple 
lived  in  Logan  while  Woodrow  was  in  college.   He  could  not  go  to  the 
service,  so  he  helped  on  the  farm  during  World  War  II. 

Woodrow  and  Donna  lived  in  a  tent  house  while  they  built  a 
basement  house.   They  lived  in  this  basement  house  for  many  years. 
Woodrow  tried  attending  college  again,  but  health  would  not  permit. 
He  returned  to  work  on  the  farm. 

Woodrow  has  served  as  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  and  has 
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been  President  of  the  Firth  Farm  Bureau,  Assistant  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  and  a  Teacher.   In  1965,  he  served  as  Counselor  in 
the  Bishopric  with  Lloyd  Bolander. 

Donna  has  been  a  devoted  mother,  and  has  held  many  responsible 
positions  in  Primary  and  other  ward  and  stake  positions. 

Donna  and  Woodrow  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   They 
have  a  beautiful  home  that  they  built  on  top  of  the  basement  they 
lived  in  for  so  long. 

Their  children  are:   Dee,  who  married  Marlyn  Gentillon,  and 
they  live  on  the  farm  in  a  mobile  home.   Dee  helps  his  father  with 
the  Grade  A  Dairy.   They  also  run  some  cattle. 

Carolyn  is  married  to  Dale  Phillips  of  Ucon.   Dale  is  farming 
in  Ucon.   David,  and  his  wife,  Karen,  live  in  Salt  Lake  City,  where 
David  works  in  a  printing  shop.   Ray  is  attending  Ricks  College. 
Michael  works  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Diana  is  in  junior  high.   Cindy 
is  in  elementary  school. 

LARS  CHRISTENSON  AND  ANNIE  MATILDA  ATKINSON 

The  facts  about  Severin's  parents  were  obtained  from  others. 
Severin  was  the  son  of  Nicolas  Chris tenson,  who  was  a  peasant  on 
a  large  estate  in  Fjeldlen,  Sweden.   Nicolas  moved  often,  and,  as 
is  the  custom  in  Sweden,  named  a  newborn  child  after  a  deceased 
one.   Severin  was  born  shortly  after  an  older  sister,  Severena, 
had  passed  away. 

Nicolas  was  a  staunch  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
After  the  L.D.S.  Missionaries  came  to  their  home,  the  Christensons 
joined  the  L.D.S.  Church.   There  were  three  sons,  Carl,  Ludwig 
and  Severin.   The  family  came  to  America  in  1884.   They  stayed 
with  an  uncle,  Gustav  Johnson  in  Hyde  Park,  Utah. 

In  1885,  both  the  Johnson  and  the  Christenson  families  moved 
to  Idaho.   Olaf  Johnson  divided  the  leather  and  supplies  of  the 
shoe  store  he  owned  with  his  relatives  and  their  families  said 
goodby  to  their  home  in  Utah. 

The  company  moved  to  Market  Lake,  where  they  encountered 
swarms  of  mosquitoes.   The  Snake  River  was  ferried  at  North  Fork, 
and  these  families  moved  to  Lyman,  Idaho.   When  they  arrived  in  Ly- 
man, willows  were  cut  and  put  in  the  ground  for  a  frame  that  Sev- 
erin stretched  his  wagon  cover  over.   This  made  a  good  shelter. 
Severin  had  two  teams  and  worked  them  in  shifts  on  the  Lenroot 
Canal.   He  led  a  scraper  and  horses  all  day  long. 

Severin  was  called  on  a  mission  to  Sweden  in  1893.   Olaf  John- 
son gathered  donations  to  help  him  finish  his  mission.   When  he 
returned  from  his  mission,  he  stayed  with  his  folks  in  Eagle  Rock. 
Matilda  Atkinson  had  come  from  Utah  to  visit  relatives.   She  ob- 
tained work  at  Hadley's  Store.   Severin  and  Matilda  met  in  Eagle 
Rock.   They  were  married  in  Logan  in  1898.   Matilda's  father  gave 
them  a  cow,  and  the  family  gave  them  food  and  bedding.   The  couple 
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moved  to  Basalc,  where  they  rented  a  room  from  Marie  Jensen.   It 
was  here  that  Ruth  was  born. 

Sever in  bought  some  land  four  miles  south  of  Basalt.   Water 
was  obtained  from  Sand  Creek.   Matilda  and  Severin  lived  in  a  dug- 
out.  Lars  was  born  here.   The  roof  caved  in,  so  the  family  had  to 
move  to  James  Quinn's  home.   James  was  going  on  a  mission.   Sylvia, 
and  Rosalia  were  born,  and  passed  away  at  a  very  young  age. 

After  J.  Quinn  returned,  Severin  moved  his  family  back  to  the 
homestead  on  Sand  Creek.   Adrian  Luroy  was  born  there.   Matilda 
lost  her  hearing  and  the  Christensons  moved  to  a  little,  log  house 
on  Axel  Nelson's  place  in  Basalt.   Later,  they  moved  south  of 
Firth  on  the  Delbert  Clayson  farm.   Adrian  died  from  measles. 

The  Dyes  were  very  good  to  Severin' s  family.   They  built  a 
coffin  and  helped  them  in  many  ways.   They  lived  on  Margaret  Wil- 
liams place  in  a  house  that  is  now  torn  down.   Severin  traded  his 
sandhill  ground  for  a  place  east  of  Basalt,  where  Vern  Young  lives. 

In  1908,  while  living  in  Basalt,  Ruth  became  eight  years  old. 
She  was  baptized  in  a  canal  near  Frank  Christesen's  home.   Maiden 
Dye  was  also  eight  years  old,  and  was  in  the  group.   Little  they 
knew,  or  suspected,  they  would  be  married  some  day. 

Ruth  says  she  remembers  luscious  cherries  from  Arave's  Store 
on  the  24th  of  July.   Matilda  left  Severin  and  returned  to  Clark- 
ston  with  Ruth  and  Lars  to  live.   Ruth  graduated  from  Brigham 
Young  Academy  in  Logan  and  went  to  Albion  State  Normal. 

Severin  was  very  sad  that  his  family  had  gone  to  Utah.   He 
did  not  get  a  home  built,  but  worked  as  a  night  watchman  for  the 
Dye  Mercantile  Company.   The  Basalt  women  were  good  to  Severin, 
and  took  him  baked  food.   He  had  a  dug-out  on  his  place.   He  had 
kidney  stones,  and  was  in  the  Salt  Lake  Hospital,  where  the  family 
visited  with  him. 

Severin  had  become  well  acquainted  with  Maiden  Dye,  as  he 
was  the  clerk  in  the  store.   He  wrote  to  Ruth  and  told  her  if  she 
had  a  chance  to  marry  Maiden,  for  he  was  a  good  man.   The  chance 
came  in  1919,  just  before  Maiden  left  for  a  mission  to  the  East- 
ern States.   Ruth  taught  school  for  several  years.   She  and  Maiden 
were  married  in  May,  1923.   Severin  had  hoped  to  live  with  his 
daughter,  but  this  was  not  done.   Ruth  and  Severin  lived  on  a 
forty  acre  area  that  Maiden's  father  had  bought  for  them. 

The  Dye  boys  helped  raise  money  for  an  operation  for  Severin. 
He  asked  them  not  to  tell  his  family  of  the  operation.   Maiden, 
and  his  father,  William  Dye  were  with  Severin  when  he  passed 
away,  November,  1922.   He  was  buried  in  the  Basalt  Cemetery  in  a 
casket  built  by  the  Dye  brothers.   He  was  laid  to  rest  near  his 
little  children,  Adrian  and  Sylvia. 

MILO  GIFFORD  AND  RUBY  ELDER 

Milo  received  his  schooling  in  Woodville  and  Osgood.   He  is 
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the  son  of  George  W.  Gifford  and  Louisa  Hale.   The  Gif fords  lived  in 
Riverview  on  the  Alexander  Hjelm  place,  north  of  Gunnarsons.   It 
is  not  known  whether  Alexander  and  Albertina  Hjelm  homesteaded  the 
farm,  but  they  did  build  the  house.   The  Gifford  children  attended 
the  Riverview  School.   Joyce  went  to  Firth  High  School.   The  Gif- 
fords  farmed  while  in  Riverview. 

Ruby  Gifford  passed  away,  and  Milo  later  married  Arvilla  Hill. 
They  live  in  Idaho  Falls,  where  Milo  is  presently  employed  as  Cus- 
todian of  the  L.D.S.  Temple. 

Arvilla  and  Milo  like  to  dance,  and  they  enjoy  doing  genealogy 
and  temple  work.   Floyd,  their  oldest  son,  is  a  printer  in  Idaho 
Falls.   Floyd  was  in  World  War  II. 

The  Gif fords  have  three  children:   Floyd,  who  married  Lucy 
Walker,  and  they  live  in  Iona.   Joyce  married  Darwin  Hawkes,  and 
they  live  in  Ucon.   Geneva  married  Gary  Rockwood  of  Iona. 

CYRUS  TOLMAN  AND  GERTRUDE  E.  WHITE 

Cyrus  had  schooling  in  Chesterfield  until  his  parents,  Lamoni 
and  Agnes  E.  Call  Tolman  moved  to  Blackfoot  on  the  John  C.  Milleck 
farm,  west  of  town.   Cy  was  just  twelve  years  old.   He  was  drafted 
into  the  Army  in  World  War  I  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old. 
He  served  in  the  machine  gun  battalion  in  the  Argonne  Forces.   He 
was  a  Seargent  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Belgium  and  France. 

Cy  married  Gertrude  Ethellynn  White  in  1919.   Her  parents  were 
John  and  Ethellyn  White  of  Farmington,  Utah.   Gertrude  finished 
Farmington  High  School  and  attended  the  Salt  Lake  Business  College. 

Cy  and  Gertrude  bought  a  farm  in  Kimball,  two  miles  south  of 
Firth. 

The  Tolman  children  are:   Karma  E. ,  who  married  Leland  Scott; 
Norma,  deceased;  Carl  C,  who  married  Marjorie  Yori;  Theda  R. ,  who 
married  Martell  Killpack  of  Kimball.   The  children  attended  Firth 
schools.   Theda  graduated  as  a  Registered  Nurse  from  the  L.D.S. 
Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls  in  1953. 

Cy  has  served  on  the  Kimball  School  Board  and  the  Firth  School 
Board.   He  was  Bishop  of  the  Kimball  Ward  from  1937  to  1951.   He 
served  as  a  Counselor  to  two  Bishops  in  Kimball.   Gertrude  was 
organist,  Relief  Society  Teacher,  and  in  other  offices  in  Kimball 
for  twenty-five  years. 

The  Tolmans  retired  from  farming  in  1951,  and  moved  to  Firth, 
where  they  bought  the  Ed  Manion  home.   Gertrude  passed  away  in 
1963.   Cy  is  still  leading  an  active  life  in  Pocatello,  where  he 
resides  at  present. 

Cy  was  Mayor  of  Firth  in  1954,  and  served  as  Police  Judge, 
and  on  the  Board  for  many  years. 

LOU  SINGLETON 

Lou  spent  forty-five  years  of  life  in  the  saddle,  herding  sheep 
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and  cattle  in  eastern  Idaho.   Lou  remembers  when  there  were  no  farms 
west  of  Moreland,  and  cattle  grazed  from  the  Craters  of  the  Moon  to 
the  Wyoming  line. 

Lou  was  born  in  Saint  Anthony,  Idaho.   He  was  orphaned  at  the 
age  of  nine,  and  lived  with  an  older  brother  and  two  younger  sis- 
ters.  Following  graduation  from  junior  high  school,  he  went  to  work 
as  "Camp-Jack",  for  Leonard  Cox.   He  herded  cows  in  the  summer  and 
fed  sheep  in  the  winter.   After  Leonard  went  into  the  cattle  busi- 
ness, Lou  herded  for  him  on  the  desert  west  of  Blackfoot,  in  the 
spring  months  and  on  the  Caribou  Reserve,  near  Alpine,  in  the  summer, 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Snake  River,  with  headquarters  at  the  mouth 
of  Williams  Creek. 

Lou  rode  range  for  Rawlins  Creekland  and  Cattle,  Eastern  Idaho 
Grazing,  Chesterfield  Springfield  Grazing,  and  for  the  Gentile  Val- 
ley Grazing  Association.   Lou  has  ridden  horseback  from  Soda  Springs 
to  Rexburg,  and  from  Arco  to  Alpine.   He  has  probably  read  more 
brands  than  any  man  on  the  range. 

Lou  bought  a  car,  but  ran  into  trees  so  many  times  he  decided 
he  could  not  trust  wheels,  so  went  back  to  his  horse.   As  other  cow- 
boys have  found,  Lou's  rope  and  saddle  were  his  most  valuable  pos- 
sessions.  Lou  caught,  broke,  and  trained  his  mount.   When  cattle 
had  to  be  doctored,  he  would  shake  out  a  loop,  rope  and  bust  the 
critter,  and  be  off  his  horse  to  tie  it's  legs  before  it  could  get 
up.   This  meant  having  a  good,  stout  horse  and  rope,  and  lots  of 
skill  and  agility. 

Lou  said  he  did  not  marry  because  he  didn't  think  he  would 
like  to  live  with  a  hungry  woman.   Lou  is  the  brother  of  Ellen  S. 
Jensen,  who  was  a  former  resident  of  Basalt.   Ellen  said  Lou  was 
very  good  to  her  children  after  their  father  passed  away. 

Lou  is  past  the  age  of  good  cowboy  performance,  but  can  help 
with  chores  and  drive  farm  machinery. 

Lou  lived  with  Ellen  for  some  time  while  she  was  in  Basalt. 
At  present,  he  lives  in  his  trailer  house  in  Firth.   Lou  isn't  a 
"cowpoke"  any  longer,  but  has  many  memories  of  the  carefree  days  on 
the  range  of  Idaho. 


SHEEP 

Since  the  farming  commenced  in  the  Basalt  Territory  in  1883, 
sheep  raising  has  been  a  part  of  the  industry.   Some  farmers,  having 
a  few  bum  lambs  that  were  fed  on  a  bottle,  others,  small  farm  herds 
to  help  with  the  farm  income,  and  to  keep  ditch  banks  and  orchards 
from  dense  growth  of  grass  and  weeds. 

The  farmers  with  less  than  two  hundred  head  are: 

Wendell  Humphries         Wayne  Humphries        Isador  Gentillon 
Albert  Gentillon  Stringham  Kontes 
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Bergs  Armstrongs  Esplins 

Axel  Nelson  Howard  Nelson  Swensons 

Guthries  Tom  Christensen  Andy  Johnson 

Stanley  Dye  Warren  Dye  Clyde  Gardner 

Ralph  Bates  George  Gunnarson  Carl  Adolfson 

Emil  Beelart  Jacobsens  Raymond  Young 

Benny  Boyle  Chris  Sorenson  Deto  Harado 
Lelanc  Date 

Living  within  our  locality  and  spending  much  toward  improve- 
ments of  roads,  schools,  churches,  etc.,  are  two  large  scale  sheep- 
men:  Leonard  Cox  and  the  Stolworthys.   Each  of  these  have  had  large 
holdings  in  the  valley  and  in  the  hills.   Each  has  been  a  good  com- 
munity builder. 

LEONARD  COX  -  1901 

Leonard  came  from  Manti,  Utah,  to  Basalt  when  the  present  town 
was  in  formation.   He  was  with  his  brother-in-law,  Marion  Esplin, 
Si  . 

Leonard  married  Armina  Esplin.   After  her  death,  he  married 
her  sister,  Diantha.   Leonard  was  a  hard  worker  with  not  much  time 
for  pleasure.   He  bought  the  Whitmill  and  George  King  homesteads. 
He  had  first  worked  for  King,  living  in  different  houses  on  the 
big  farm.   Later,  Leonard  bought  other  farms  and  homesteads  in  the 
valley.   He  owned  1,000  acres  east  of  the  Monroe  Beet  Dump  (at 
present,  divided  into  five  different  farms).   He  had  a  25,000  acre 
desert  claim;  23,600  acres  in  the  hills;  and,  900  acres  irrigated. 
He  leased  1,320  acres  around  Sheep  Mountains  in  the  hills.   At  one 
time  he  was  called,  "Land  King". 

He  owned  many  horses  and  was  especially  fond  of  good  saddle 
ponies.   He  had  a  stallion  named  'Irish'  who  was  brought  from  Ire- 
land.  The  horse  was  worth  $750,000.   He  kept  the  stallion  for  bre- 
eding purposes.   Anna,  his  youngest  daughter,  rode  very  well,  and 
she  called  her  pony,  'Irish  Rose'.   Leonard  insisted  Anna  ride  in 
the  parades  for  the  State  Fair,  and  would  not  allow  her  to  wear 
anything  but  dresses,  which  her  mother  made  for  her. 

Leonard  often  helped  feed  the  unfortunate,  and  many  times  he 
advanced  checks  to  his  hired  help.   He  taught  his  hired  men  how  to 
irrigate  and  to  cultivate  with  horses.   He  assisted  in  making 
canals;  and,  as  he  sold  the  land,  the  water  rights  were  sold  with 
it. 

Leonard's  wife  and  children  were  ardent  workers  in  the  church 
and  community. 

Leonard  was  the  father  of  nine  children:   Marcus  F. ;  Louie  B. ; 
Minnie  Wright  (mother  of  ElDon  Hardy),  Leonard  D. ,  who  married 
LaRue  Harker,   They  have  extensive  holdings  in  the  valley  and  the 
hills.   Charlotte;  DeLaun  S.;  Orin;  Diantha,  who  married  Ray  Mes- 
sick.   They  own  Western  Auto  in  Shelley.   Anna;  and,  a  twin  to 
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Diantha  died. 

Leonard  and  Diantha  taught  their  children  thrift  and  industri- 
ousness.  He  was  an  excellent  manager.  He  had  thousands  of  head  of 
sheep . 

Leonard's  son,  Delaun  died  in  1944,  which  was  a  terrible  shock. 
DeLaun  had  been  a  most  dependable  son.   This  was  the  only  time  that 
Leonard's  family  had  seen  him  weep. 

The  Christmas  of  1944,  Leonard  was  not  well.   He  called  his 
children  to  his  bedside  and  gave  each  of  them  a  tract  of  land, 
where  each  of  them  have  a  beautiful  home. 

His  sister  stayed  with  him  constantly  during  his  ill  health. 
He  came  home  from  the  hospital  one  day,  dressed,  and  rode  his 
horse  "Irish";  he  then  returned  to  his  bed  and  died  shortly  after, 
in  July,  1945.   He  lived  a  noble  life,  and  on  the  old  ranch  is  a 
family  cemetery  where  he  and  some  of  his  family  are  buried. 

STOLWORTHYS  -  1920 

William  and  Edward  came  to  the  valley  from  Huntington,  Utah, 
in  1907.   Will  had  a  ranch  two  miles  west  of  the  old  Lava  Side 
School.   He  sold  out  and  lives  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Ed  married  Malvina  Christensen.   They  had  three  boys  and  one 
girl:   Gerald,  Tom,  Lloyd  and  Lael.   One  son,  Clay,  died.   Ed 
married  Luella  Jolley  Lloyd,  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife. 

Ed  and  his  family  homesteaded  on  Brockman  Creek,  near  Gray's 
Lake  Outlet.   They  improved  several  sections  of  ground,  both  on 
Presto  Bench  and  in  the  hills.   The  children  attended  elementary 
and  high  school  in  Shelley.   Ed  worked  for  Enoch  Hansen  when  he 
first  came  to  Idaho.   At  one  time,  he  owned  4,000  head  of  sheep. 
Ed  retired  and  lives  in  Idaho  Falls. 

From  1920  to  1924,  the  Stolworthys  leased  ground  from  Sages 
and  Ahlstroms  in  the  horseshoe  bend,  near  the  lavas. 

Gerald  and  Lloyd  bought  a  lot  of  land  and  built  beautiful  homes 
almost  identical  in  architecture.   Gerald  graduated  from  U.S.U., 
where  he  majored  in  Animal  Husbandry. 

He  married  Margaret  Jensen  from  Wellsville,  Utah.   She  obtained 
her  education  in  Wellsville  and  South  Cache  High  School.   They  have 
four  children  who  attend  Firth  schools.   They  are:   Brent;  Joan; 
Koelyn;  and,  Debra. 

Gerald  was  a  member  of  the  Caribou  Grazing  Association,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers  in  1950,  and  is  presently 
on  the  advisory  board  of  NFO. 

Brent  married  Ilene  Harding,  and  they  have  three  children.   They 
live  on  South  Boulevard  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  works  with  his  father, 
and  owns  big  potato  cellars  on  Presto  Bench.   The  Stolworthys  have 
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been  influential  in  improving  and  changing,  for  the  better,  the 
roads  from  the  valley  to  the  Blackfoot  River. 

Joan  married  Jay  Mitten,  and  they  are  living  in  Salt  Lake 
City.   She  has  had  a  lot  of  trouble  with  her  back  since  she  did 
acrobatic  dancing,  when  she  was  single,  but  is  finally  improving. 
They  have  four  children,  and  Jay  is  Secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  the  Sunday  School.   He  is  earning  his  last  fifteen  credits 
toward  his  law  degree. 

Koelyn  and  Debbie  are  at  home.   Koelvn  works  in  the  office 
of  the  L.D.S.  Hospital.   Debbie  has  one  child. 

In  1970,  Gerald  and  Margaret  bought  a  home  in  Idaho  Falls. 
They  have  rented  their  home  in  Firth.   They  have  been  ardent  church 
and  community  builders  in  the  Basalt-Firth  area  for  many  years. 
They  have  eight  grandchildren. 

LLOYD  STOLWORTHY 

Lloyd  married  Lucille  Mais  from  Idaho  Falls,   Lloyd  was  raised 
in  Idaho  Fails.   He  has  been  a  large  potato  producer  in  past  years, 
but  has  cut  down  the  acreage  this  year.   Lloyd  has  large  holdings 
on  the  Hayes  Project,  and  in  the  mountains  above  Cedar  Creek,  where 
he  dry  farms. 

Lloyd  and  Lucille  have  a  beautiful  home  on  Kartert  Drive  in 
Idaho  Falls.   He  operates  the  farm  from  his  home. 

Lloyd  and  Lucille' s  children  are:   Janet,  who  was  killed  in 
a  plane  crash  in  1965,  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Janet,  her  husband, 
Marvin,  and  their  two  daughters  were  returning  home  from  Colombia 
after  spending  three  years  as  Teaching  Missionaries  of  the  Tabla 
of  Catholic  Church.   The  plane  missed  the  runway,  landed  on  it's 
belley,  and  caught  fire.   Marvin  was  standing,  reaching  for  the 
seat  belts,  and  was  knocked  out.   His  legs  were  near  an  opening, 
so  he  was  dragged  out.   Janet  and  the  two  little  girls  did  not 
make  it,  and  were  among  the  forty  that  were  killed.   There  were 
eighty  people  on  the  plane.   Marvin  has  recovered,  and  is  working 
as  a  Scientist  for  the  A. EX. 

Karen  is  living  in  Pocatello.   Jay  was  a  State  Officer  for 
the  F.F.A.  in  Firth  High  School.   He  is  living  in  Shelley.   David 
married  Brenda  Horkley  of  Firth,  and  they  live  on,  and  operate, 
the  farm  west  of  Shelley.   He  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 
Peggy  is  at  home.   Lloyd  and  Lucille  have  twelve  grandchildren. 

MILO  D.  ANDRUS 

Milo  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Firth.   He  came  to 
Firth  in  1903.   He  helped  build  the  Snake  River  Valley  Canal.   He 
had  a  grocery  store  north  of  Warren's  Drug  Store,  by  Oollee's 
Burger  Stand.   The  store  burned  down,  and  the  hole  is  still  there. 

Milo  was  also  a  sheep  man.   He  owned  several  herds.   He 
bought  fields  from  farmers  and  fattened  lambs  from  the  beet  tops. 
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He  was  in  the  sheep  business  for  several  years.   He  had  a  brother, 
Arden,  and  two  sisters.   He  died  several  years  ago. 

MILON  M.  ANDRUS,  JR. 

'Miley'  Andrus  was  a  prominent  sheep  man  of  the  valley,  and 
a  long  time  resident  of  the  Firth  area.   He  was  born  in  Presto  in 
1892,  the  son  of  Milo  D.  and  Margaret  Feder.   He  was  married  to 
Althea  Quinn.   One  day,  in  1954,  she  was  on  her  way  home  from  the 
doctor's  office  and  died  while  driving  the  car. 

Miley  received  his  early  schooling  in  Presto,  and  he  also 
attended  Idaho  State  University.   He  would  buy  lambs  in  the  fall 
and  fatten  them  for  market  on  rented  fields  of  beet  tops.   Miley 
did  very  well,  and  sometimes  would  have  several  herds,  with  a  herder 
for  each. 

Orley  Quinn,  Duff's  nephew,  worked  for  Miley  for  many  years. 
Miley  and  Althea  had  two  girls:   Maxine  Kelsey  Deschamps  of  Shelley, 
and  Marguerita  Sutton,  who,  with  her  husband,  has  the  Spudmen's 
Lunch  Bar  in  Firth . 

Miley  moved  to  Idaho  Falls  in  1940  and  retired  in  1967.   He 
moved  back  to  Shelley  to  live  with  Maxine  in  1968.   He  died  July 
20,  1971.   He  was  a  member  of  the  Elks  Lodge  in  Idaho  Falls,  where 
his  funeral  services  were  held.   Miley  was  buried  in  the  Firth 
Cemetery. 

DETO  HARADA 

Deto  and  Yuki  Harado  bought  209  acres  (187  irrigated)  from 
Chancey  Taylor.   Alfred  Brukman  had  owned  it,  and  Rudolph  Nelson 
had  homsteaded  it.   Rudolf  is  living  in  Ucon,  and  still  belongs 
to  the  Woolgrowers  Association. 

Deto  is  a  member  of  the  Woolgrowers  Association.   He  keeps 
a  farm  herd  on  his  place  all  through  the  year.   He  raises  hay, 
grain  and  some  potatoes.   He  sold  milk  to  Nelson-Ricks,  later  to 
Challenge,  and  then  to  Kraft. 

Yuki  and  Deto  have  given  years  of  service  to  the  Farm  Bureau, 
locally,  and  in  the  county.   Deto  spent  six  years  on  the  School 
Board,  and  both  have  been  officers  in  P.T.A.   They  attend  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Yuki  and  Deto ' s  children  are:   Joyce;  Ronnie,  who  is  an  auto 
mechanic;  Janet;  Larry,  at  I.S.U.;  Vance,  who  is  an  electrician; 
and,  Joylene,  still  at  home.   All  the  children  attended  school  in 
Riverview;  and,  the  older  ones  graduated  from  Firth.   Deto  and  Yuki 
have  eight  grandchildren. 

Deto  is  the  present  President  of  the  Japanese  American  League 
of  Idaho  Falls.   There  are  eighty-eight  chapters  of  this  league 
within  the  United  States. 
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GUSTAVIUS  NELSON 

Gustavius  came  to  Basalt  in  1886.   He  farmed  two  hundred  sixty 
nine  acres  before  his  sons  were  old  enough  to  take  some  of  it.   He 
was  married  to  Ingrid  Pearson,  also  of  Sweden. 

Gustavius  and  Ingrid  bought  eighty  acres  at  first,  then  added 
to  it.   They  did  general  farming  and  stock-raising.   Modern  homes 
were  built  on  the  farms  that  some  of  the  boys  later  operated. 
Suitable  barns  and  buildings  were  built  to  keep  their  livestock 
protected  from  the  severe  winters. 

Gustavius  and  his  sons  were  great  builders  and  promoters  of 
good  farms.   They  had  a  fine  herd  of  milk  cows  and  a  good  sized 
herd  of  sheep.   Their  pastures  were  abundant  and  cattle  were 
sleek. 

Gustavius  and  Ingrid  had  six  children:   Amanda,  Fred,  John, 
Carl,  Axel  and  Emma. 

John  sold  to  Oscar  Nelson;  Roy  Adolf son  bought  John's  place 
from  Oscar.   John  and  Gerta  had  one  girl,  Ruth.   John  lives  in 
Boise. 

Carl  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  in  an  Idaho  Falls  rest  home, 
He  was  married  to  Hilma  Swenson.   They  had  one  son,  Howard,  who 
still  farms  on  the  old  farm  on  the  Goshen  Highway. 

Howard  married  Louise  Fritz,  and  they  had  four  children,  one 
was  killed.   Howard  milks  cows  and  does  general  farming.   He  still 
owns  part  of  the  old  farm. 

Axel  died  recently.   He,  and  his  wife,  Eernadine,  had  three 
boys,  Carl,  Ernest  and  Ervin,  twins;  and,  Goldie.   Goldie  married 
a  Palmer  and  taught  school  in  Firth  for  twelve  years.   Emma  mar- 
ried a  Christensen,  and  they  live  in  Idaho  Falls. 

At  one  time,  the  Nelsons  owned  the  Howell  place,  located  north 
and  east  of  Firth.   Their  land  also  extended  for  a  mile  along  the 
Goshen  Highway. 

The  Nelsons  still  cut  their  grain  with  a  binder  and  thresh 
with  a  Case  Separator  and  a  1930  Rumbly  Oil  Pull  Tractor.   Many 
parents  take  their  youngsters  to  see  these  fields  in  the  late 
summer  to  show  them  a  spot  of  history  in  a  modern  world.   They  have 
good  crops  and  have  avoided  high  priced  modern  machinery. 

Many  of  the  daughters  of  the  before  mentioned  woolgrowers 
have  entered  the  "Make  It  Yourself  With  Wool"  contest,  and  have 
received  honors  and  recognition,  as  well  as  having  made  a  beauti- 
ful article  -  suit,  dress  or  coat,  to  add  to  her  wardrobe. 

EDWARD  A.  STOLWORTHY  AND  MULVENA  CHRISTENSEN 

Edward  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Tuttle  Stolworthy 
of  Orderville,  Utah.   He  attended  Erigham  Young  Academy  and  schools 
in  Orderville.   At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  went  to  Manti  and  en- 
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gaged  in  farm  work.   This  is  where  he  first  started  working  with 

sheep.   He  came  to  Goshen  to  join  his  brother,  William,  in  a  sheep 

operation  in  1907.   William,  Edward,  and  the  late  Roy  Young,  pur- 
chased some  sheep.   Later,  Ed  and  Bill  purchased  sheep  of  their 

own,  and  handled  other  sheep  for  ten  cents  per  head  per  month  for 

the  summer.   Their  range  was  on  Willow  Creek  and  Paradise  Valley. 

At  one  time,  Ed  worked  sheep  in  Nevada  for  the  Austin  Brothers 
Association  of  Idaho  Falls. 

The  Stolworthy  brothers  had  homesteaded  900  acres  on  Willow 
Creek  and  had  obtained  land  for  dry  farming,  later.   They  still 
have  land  on  Brockman  Creek  and  operate  6,000  acres  of  dry  farm 
and  the  big  range  spread  on  Willow  Creek  and  Brockman  Creek.   Once, 
they  operated  5,000  acres  of  grain  on  the  dry  farm. 

The  headquarters  for  the  Stolworthy  operation  is  an  800  acre 
irrigated  ranch  near  Firth,  where  hundreds  of  tons  of  hay  and  feed 
are  raised  for  the  sheep . 

After  Ed  and  Melvena  were  married,  they  made  their  home  in 
Shelley.   They  later  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   Melvena  passed  away  in 
July,  I960.   Ed  and  Melvena  had  four  children:   Gerald,  who  mar- 
ried Margaret  Perkins  of  Wellsville,  Utah.   They  live  in  Idaho 
Falls.   Thomas  lives  in  Idaho  Falls.   Lloyd  married  Lucille  Maas, 
and  they  live  in  Idaho  Falls.   Lael  married  Kenneth  Carlson,  also 
of  Idaho  Falls. 

Ed  married  Luella  Jolley  Lloyd  of  Springfield,  in  August, 
1961.   They  have  resided  on  11th  Street  in  Idaho  Falls  since  their 
marriage. 

Ed  has  been  Director  of  the  National  Woolgrowers  Association, 
Director  of  the  Eastern  Idaho  Wool  Marketing  Organization,  Director 
of  the  Idaho  Grazing  Association,  and  President  of  the  Long  Valley 
Grazing  Association   He  was  an  active  member  of  the  L.D.S.  Church, 
and  a  member  of  the  Ammon  L.D.S.  Stake  High  Priest  Quorum.   Ed 
passed  away  March  11,  1972,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.   He  has 
seventeen  grandchildren,  and  twenty-one  great-grandchildren. 

DUFF  QUINN  AND  ALZADA  PALMER 

Duff  came  from  Mississippi  with  his  father,  William  Green  and 
his  mother,  Susan  Dutson  Quinn,  to  Basalt  in  1902.   He  remembers 
going  to  school  in  a  frame  building  north  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery. 
He  received  a  book  as  a  prize  in  a  school  contest.   The  name  of 
the  book  was,  "The  House  With  Seven  Gables". 

As  a  boy,  Duff  worked  for  the  railroad  when  the  tracks  were 
widened  and  the  grade  raised.   He  remembers  seeing  the  buildings 
of  Old  Basalt  moved,  especially  Inglestrom's  Store,  that  was  west 
of  the  tracks.   His  people  were  farmers  and  knew  the  art  of 
raising  fine  gardens  and  vegetables.   They  raised  acres  of  cab- 
bage, corn,  melons  and  early  potatoes.   Duft  peddled  and  delivered 
fresh  produce  from  Iona  to  Blackfoot. 
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Duff  was  a  star  pitcher  in  baseball  and  never  missed  a  game, 
even  though  he  had  to  ride  horseback  to  the  games.   In  1908,  he 
pitched  two  complete  games.   He  was  about  twenty-one  years  old. 
The  players  were  transported  in  a  white  topped  buggy.   Sometimes 
they  would  ride  the  train  to  McCammon,  Pocatello,  Mackay  and  Idaho 
Falls. 

Duff  played  the  piano  for  many  dances.   He  had  no  formal  train- 
ing.  He  played  the  piano  'by  ear'. 

In  1910  he  married  Alzada  Palmer  from  Orderville,  Utah.   She 
is  the  daughter  of  Jesse  M.  and  Amanda  Hoyt  Palmer.   It  was  time 
for  Duff  to  start  thinking  of  his  future.   He  had  been  free,  now 
he  had  a  wife  and  home. 

Alzada  attended  schools  in  Utah,   One  of  her  teachers  was  Dr. 
Edwin  Cutler.   He  later  came  to  Basalt.   She  knew  the  Jensens  while 
living  in  Orderville.   When  Alzada  was  twelve,  she  was  organist  in 
Primary.   She  held  an  office  in  church  all  her  life  until  her  con- 
finement to  a  wheelchair  in  1969.   She  had  fallen,  cut  her  leg, 
and  infection  set  in.   Her  leg  had  to  be  amputated.   Crutches  were 
made,  and  an  artificial  limb,  but  she  could  not  stand  to  have  it 
on,   Duff  and  the  Relief  Society  sisters  took  good  care  of  her. 

Duff's  truck  garden  was  one-half  mile  south  of  Firth.   His 
farm  was  where  Leland  Lott  lives.   Duff's  truck  gardens  were  some- 
thing to  see.   They  were  free  from  weeds,  had  long  straight  rows, 
and  well  developed  vegetables.   There  were  rows  of  cabbage,  melons, 
and  carrots.   Duff  raised  a  garden  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and 
gave  most  of  it  away. 

The  Quinns  bought  a  place  from  Sandy  Robinson  after  their 
home  burned.   They  live  there  at  the  present  time.   While  Duff  was 
raising  vegetables,  Alzada  was  raising  the  family  and  flowers. 

Their  children  are:   Etha  Dye,  who  lives  in  Provo.   Elwyn  was 
a  Colonel  in  World  War  II.   Wendell  D.  lives  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Larene  and  Larue  (twins);  Gladys;  Ammo;  and,  Ardis.   The  children 
are  living  from  New  York  to  California. 

JAMES  PETER  AHLSTROM  AND  MATILDA  SEREPTA  JOLLEY 

In  March  of  1906,  James,  his  wife,  Matilda,  and  their  children, 
Dewey,  William,  and  Lila,  came  to  Idaho  in  covered  wagons.   He  had 
a  truck  garden  in  Ketchum  and  had  raised  fresh  produce  for  the 
people  working  in  the  silver  mines.   During  the  administration  of 
Grover  Cleveland,  the  mines  were  closed.   He  went  to  Tropic,  Utah. 

The  Ahlstroms  arrived  in  Salt  Lake  City  the  day  the  newspapers 
were  telling  of  the  San  Francisco  Earthquake. 

When  they  arrived  in  Blackfoot,  he  obtained  work  on  the  Govern- 
ment Canal.   When  they  arrived  in  Basalt,  they  camped  on  Reuben  and 
Marie  Jensen's  ground  until  they  could  purchase  some  ground  of  their 
own.  Bill  and  Ed  Stolworthy  were  Matilda's  uncles. 
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James  purchased  some  land  north  of  Basalt  and  east  of  the 
railroad  tracks.   They  built  a  house  of  logs  with  a  pitched  roof. 

James  furnished  Blackfoot,  Goshen  and  Basalt  with  poplar 
trees  from  his  nursery.   James  also  raised  grain,  hay  and  potatoes. 

James  grubbed  sagebrush,  built  canals,  made  ditches  and  bridges. 
He  hauled  wood  from  the  lavas  on  bob  sleigh.   James  and  Matilda's 
son,  Bill,  had  fluid  on  his  lungs  during  a  case  of  double  pneumonia. 
Dr.  Ed  Cutler  and  Agie,  his  wife-nurse,  drove  in  a  cutter  through 
the  cold  and  snow  to  help  Bill.   Dr.  Cutler  tapped  Bill's  lungs, 
his  first  surgery  of  that  kind.   The  fluid  drained  out  and  Bill 
recovered  in  the  spring. 

In  1910,  the  Ahlstroms  traded  their  Basalt  property  to  Mrs. 
Little  for  a  dry  farm  in  Horseshoe  Bend,  and  moved  to  Shelley. 
The  Stolworthys  own  this  land  at  the  present  time. 

James  owned  one  of  the  first  tractors  in  Bingham  County.   He 
also  bought  one  of  the  first  Model  'T'  Fords. 

The  Ahlstroms  kept  their  twenty  acres  in  Basalt  where  they 
had  fruit,  berries  and  truck  produce.   Ground  was  also  rented 
from  Leonard  Cox  to  plant  potatoes  on. 

In  1922,  the  family  moved  to  Idaho  Falls,  where  James  sold 
McCommon's  Products.   James  died  in  1940  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine.   His  wife,  Matilda,  died  in  1968,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
three. 

The  Ahlstrom  children  are:   Dewey,  who  is  deceased;  William, 
who  lives  in  Chicago  and  spends  his  vacations  in  Idaho;  Lila 
Preece;  Vesta  Perry;  Beth  Hayes;  Wanda  Thornton;  Paul  W. ,  who 
owns  Ahlstrom  Furniture  Company  in  Idaho  Falls.   The  youngest 
son,  Ferral  G. ,  lives  in  Osgood  and  works  for  the  A.E.C. 

CONLEY  HOSKINS  AND  THELMA  ROBINSON 

Conley  came  from  Portage,  Utah,  in  1933.   Thelma  came  from 
American  Fork,  Utah,  with  her  parents,  John  and  Catherine  William 
Robinson,  in  1899.   She  was  a  very  young  child  when  they  came  to 
Basalt  in  1912.   She  lived  the  rigorous  life  of  the  first  set- 
tlers, helping  clear  brush  and  make  a  farmstead.   Thelma  was 
called  on  a  mission  to  the  Central  States  in  1929,  from  the  Ba- 
salt Ward.   Conley  filled  a  mission  for  the  Shelley  Stake  in  1939. 

Conley  and  Thelma  ran  the  farm  her  father  had  owned  when 
they  were  first  married,  around  1933.   Conley  worked  on  the  rail- 
road as  a  section  man.   He  also  helped  maintain  the  canals.   When 
Hoskins  were  on  the  farm  they  sold  cream. 

After  moving  into  the  townsite,  they  still  milked  cows,  but 
sold  milk  to  Kraft.   DeLoss,  their  only  boy,  married  Shirley 
Mangum.   He  works  for  the  A.E.C,  and  they  live  in  Shelley. 

Ilene  married  a  Hall.   They  both  work  for  the  A.E.C.   The 
Hoskins  have  been  truck  gardeners  since  they  bought  their  place, 
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a  small  acreage  from  Harriett  Armstrong.   They  have  berries,  corn, 
cucumbers,  and  all  early  produce,  which  they  sell  mostly  from 
their  door.   Conley  cares  for  the  gardens,  Thelma  helps  pick  the 
berries.   Thelma  is  a  housekeeper  for  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho 
Falls. 

FANNY  C.  JARVIS  AND  LAWRENCE  D.  FALL IS 

Lawrence's  father,  John  Willis  Fallis,  and  his  mother,  Fanny 
C.  Jarvis,  lived  in  Escaloute,  Utah,  when  Lawrence  was  born  in  1899 
His  parents  were  not  well.   The  father  had  malaria  fever  and  his 
mother  had  cancer.   Lawrence  was  compelled  to  make  most  of  the  liv- 
ing, so  his  education  was  not  continuous  for  long. 

Lawrence  married  Susana  Allen  from  Victor  when  he  was  twenty- 
three.   His  father,  John,  died  the  next  year.   Lawrence  and  Susana 
lived  in  Shelley  in  1930.   They  moved  to  Victor,  and  then  back  to 
Goshen.   Fanny,  the  mother  of  Lawrence,  passed  away  in  1932. 

Lawrence  and  his  family  moved  several  times  before  they  pur- 
chased a  home  in  Basalt  from  Carl  Nelson.   Belnaps  had  built  the 
home.   Lawrence  lives  in  this  home  today.   The  Fallis'  eleven 
children  have  all  moved  to  other  vicinities. 

Fanny  raised  pretty  flowers  and  a  good  garden.   She  passed 
away  March  15,  1965. 

Lawrence  has  raised  truck  gardens  for  years.   He  sells  straw- 
berries, raspberries,  and  early  produce.   He  is  a  rock  mason  and 
has  worked  on  many  buildings  in  the  valley.   He  helped  finish  the 
Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneer  Marker  on  the  church  corner  of  the 
L.D.S.  Chapel  in  Basalt.   He  did  a  beautiful  job  of  matching  and 
fitting  the  rocks.   He  likes  to  fish,  hunt  and  dance,  and  attends 
many  dancing  socials.   He  was  married  a  short  time  to  Pearl  Haun. 
He  then  married  Mary  Lilly  Briggs  in  1968,  and  they  were  divorced 
in  1971. 

MARY  LILLY  BRIGGS  FALLIS 

Mary  was  a  little,  English  woman,  born  in  Cumberland,  England, 
to  Rom  Bayliff  and  Joanna  Hawkins  Bayliff.   When  she  was  four  years 
old  her  mother  took  her  to  Africa  where  the  father,  Tom,  was  a  boss 
in  the  diamond  mines.   Mary  started  singing  to  entertain  the  people 
on  the  ships  to  and  from  England.   The  Bayliff s  lived  in  Johannes- 
berg  for  about  three  years.   Mary  started  to  school  there.   She  was 
the  only  white  child  in  the  class.   The  climate  was  too  hot,  so  her 
mother  returned  to  England  with  Mary  and  put  her  in  school  in  Eng- 
land.  Tom  returned  the  next  year  to  Sheffield,  England. 

While  in  Sheffield,  the  L.D.S.  Missionaries  came  to  their  home. 
The  Baliff  family  became  converts  to  the  church.   They  sailed  for 
America  in  1910.   Mary  sang  on  the  ship  to  entertain  the  passen- 
gers.  The  Baliff s  came  to  Eureka,  Utah,  because  Tom's  interests 
were  in  mining. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  Bayliff  family  entertained  the  town. 
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They  sang  and  Tom  and  Mary  played  the  Mandolins.   The  Bayliff 
family  eventually  arrived  in  Sugar  City,  where  their  musical 
talent  was  recognized  and  appreciated. 

Mary  married  Lester  Luke  Briggs  in  1917.   They  had  eight 
children.   In  1941,  Lester  passed  away,  leaving  Mary  to  raise 
the  family.   They  worked  very  hard.   Mary's  children  loved  to 
sing,  as  their  mother  did.   After  a  hard  struggle,  the  family 
saved  enough  money  to  buy  a  home  in  Rexburg.   These  hardships 
brought  Mary  very  close  to  her  children.   Within  the  family 
was  a  girls  trio,  boys  quartet,  double  mixed  quartet,  and  some 
soloists.   Mary  accompanied  her  youngest  son,  Val,  as  he  sang 
solos.   Val  filled  a  mission  to  the  Great  Lakes,  and  all  the 
children  were  married  in  the  temple. 

After  her  family  was  raised,  Mary  married  Lawrence  Fallis. 
Mary  resides  in  her  home  in  Rexburg  at  the  present  time. 

CLINTON  MECHAM  AND  ELSIE  CURTIS 

The  Mechams  farmed  in  Firth  for  twenty-one  years.   After 
their  retirement,  they  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  An- 
niversary in  the  Firth  Cultural  Hall,  in  October,  1970.   They 
were  married  in  Pocatello,  October  27,  1920.   The  Mechams 
lived  in  Tyhee  and  Groveland  before  coming  to  Firth.   They  now 
live  in  a  trailer  court  in  Blackfoot,  where  they  have  retired. 

The  Mechams  are  the  parents  of  two  children:   Aren  C.  Mecham 
of  Firth;  and,  Norma  Jean  Hammond  of  Ashton.   They  have  ten 
grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 

Mark,  the  son  of  Orin  and  grandson  of  Clinton,  received  his 
Peace  Officer's  Certificate  from  Chief  of  Police,  Ed  Beck.   Mark 
had  completed  a  thirty  day  course  at  the  Idaho  Peace  Officers  Aca- 
demy at  I.S.U.   Mark  serves  on  the  police  force  in  Shelley.   Mark 
married  Carol  Keller.   They  are  building  a  new  home  two  miles 
north  of  Firth. 

CLAUDE  MECHAM  AND  LINDA  GNEITING 

Claude  is  the  son  of  Deloy  and  Dale  Mecham.   He  took  over 
the  Firth  Mill  July  1,  1971.   He  bought  it  from  Hyrum  Mecham. 
Claude  has  worked  in  the  mill  for  many  years,  and  knows  the  pro- 
cedure and  responsibility.   Claude  married  Linda  Gneiting.   They 
have  a  small  home  south  of  Firth.   Claude  is  a  grandson  of  Blanche 
Mecham.   Claude  and  Linda  have  three  children:   Leon,  Brent  and 
Debra. 

GENE  MECHAM  AND  NANCY  SEAMONS 

Gene  is  the  son  of  Deloy  and  Dale  Mecham;  a  grandson  of  Blanche 
Mecham.   Gene  has  a  farm  on  the  west  bank  of  Sand  Creek,  where  he 
has  built  and  remodeled  a  home.   Gene  married  Nancy  Seamons  of 
Wapello.   They  have  three  children:   Carolee;  Julia,  and  Walter. 
Gene  works  with  Merlin  Jolley  in  Shelley  for  the  Jolley  Builders 
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and  Supply  Company.   Nancy  is  the  daughter  of  Leon  and  Dorothy 
Seamons  of  Wapello. 

DELOY  MECHAM  AND  DALE  MANN 

Dale  is  the  son  of  Blanche  Croft  and  Leo  Mecham.   He  has  a  new 
home  on  part  of  the  Koff  homestead  near  his  mother's  place  on  the 
Yellowstone  Highway.   Deloy  has  torn  down  the  old  home  that  was 
there. 

Deloy  and  Dale  were  married  in  1954.   Deloy  is  a  graduate  of 
Firth  High  School.   He  served  in  the  Army  in  Japan  and  in  the  Phil- 
lip ines  in  1944.   Deloy,  with  the  help  of  his  wife,  farms  and  has 
a  dairy  herd.   Deloy  and  Dale  just  finished  their  new  home.   Deloy 
is  an  electrician  and  plumber,  and  installed  his  own  plumbing  and 
wiring.   Deloy  and  Dale  have  three  children:   Claude,  Gene  and  Dixie. 

Deloy  and  Dale  operated  his  mother's  place  after  his  father, 
Leo,  died  in  1961.   Devon  has  returned  from  the  service  and  now 
runs  the  farm  for  his  mother.   Deloy 's  brothers  and  sisters  are: 
Donald,  who  lives  in  California;  Elaine  Frost  of  Washington;  Eva 
Hurbst  of  Blackfoot;  and,  Devon  of  Firth. 

LEONARD  NICKELSON  AND  PAULINE  RICKETTS 

Leonard's  father,  Samuel,  came  to  Riverview  from  Oregon  in  1912. 
He  married  Agnes  Edhal  in  1920.  Sam  Nickelson  bought  the  Holm  home- 
stead.  Nickelsons  have  farmed  the  place  since  1920. 

Their  children  attended  Riverview  School.   Leonard  has  been  oper- 
ating the  farm  for  several  years.   He  has  resided  in  Idaho  Falls. 
In  1971,  Leonard  sold  the  farm  to  Dick  Citson.   Leonard  and  Pauline 
have  three  children:   Glenna,  who  is  a  stenographer  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  Joyce  is  a  junior  in  Idaho  Falls  High  School;  Julene  is  in  the 
eighth  grade. 

ARTHUR  C.  HANSEN  AND  LEDA  JONES  BRADY 

The  Eansens  came  from  Mountain  Green,  Utah,  in  1961.   They  bought 
the  Kennedy's  place.   They  attended  school  in  Fairview  and  Mountain 
Green.   Arthur  served  in  the  Army  in  Alaska  in  World  War  II.   He 
works  in  maintenance  for  the  American  Potato  Company  in  Blackfoot. 

Leda  has  a  thyroid  condition.   Prescribed  medication  seems  to 
be  helping  her.   The  Han sens  have  four  children:   Linda  Williams, 
whose  husband,  Ted,  is  a  truck  driver  for  a  construction  company; 
Erlene  is  married  to  a  Fallis  man;  Kathy  married  Timothy  Grebstead. 
He  is  in  the  Air  Force.   Kathy  is  at  home.   Diane  is  in  the  eighth 
grade. 

ALBERT  NILSSON  AND  ELIZABETH  ANDREASEN 

Albert  and  Elizabeth  came  from  Canada  to  Iona  in  1914,  and  later 
to  Basalt.   They  had  been  raised  in  Monroe,  Utah.   Elizabeth's 
parents  came  from  Denmark.   Mrs.  Andreason  lived  in  Basalt  with  her 
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oldest  daughter,  Rebecca  Farnsworth,  until  her  death.   She  was 
taken  back  to  Monroe  and  buried  next  to  her  husband. 

Albert's  parents  were  converts  from  Sweden.   They  came  to 
America  in  a  wooden  sailboat. 

Albert  and  Elizabeth  farmed  the  McGary  place  where  Art  Holm 
lives  today.   Sam  Dial  lived  north  and  across  the  road,  where 
Garth  lives.   Albert  and  Elizabeth  sang  together  at  socials  and 
programs . 

The  Nilsson's  had  seven  children:   Dewey,  who  filled  a  mission 
to  Canada;  was  a  good  musician  and  played  the  violin  well.   He 
lives  in  Milford,  Utah.   Roy  is  married  to  Ruby  Dawson,  a  school- 
teacher in  Basalt.   They  live  in  King  City,  California. 

Jessie  married  George  (Jeff)  Davis,  a  returned  missionary  and 
a  farmer.   They  live  north  of  Pocatello  in  Tyhee.   Clifford 
married  Veta  Stoddard.   They  live  in  Shelley  and  work  for  the  R. 
T.  French  Company.   Flovd  married  Dexter  Dawson.   They  live  on  a 
cattle  ranch  in  Leadore,  Idaho. 

Lewis  married  Winona  Glines.   He  works  for  the  Postal  Service 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.   Gladys  married  G.  Wayne  Esplin  of  Ba- 
salt.  Wayne  was  a  realtor.   He  died  in  1970.   Gladys  has  taught 
school  since  she  was  eighteen,  and  is  now  retired.   She  lives  in 
Shelley. 

Elizabeth  Nilsson  passed  away  in  1939,  in  Shelley.   Albert 
passed  away  in  1947,  in  Shelley. 

GEORGE  JEFFERSON  (JEFF)  DAVJS  AND  JESSIE  NILSSON 

While  living  near  Sand  Creek,  Jeff  graduated  from  the  eighth 
grade  with  the  class  of  1913.   Jeff  recalls  that  Nora  O'Brien 
was  the  teacher  and  the  class  members  were: 

Curtis  Quinn  Althea  Quinn  Alma  Webb 

Daphne  Webb  Rulon  Jensen  Henry  Christensen 

Amasa  Croney  Selma  Croney  Esther  Jones 

Jennie  Jones  Bina  Andrua  May  Whitmill 

Arnie  Berg  Lorenzo  Berg  Vilate  Hanney 

Frank  Hanney  Verna  Bybee  Jeff  Davis 
Grace  Davis 

Jeff  attended  night  classes  in  bookkeeping  and  mathematics. 
He  attended  Ricks  College  for  two  years,  then  worked  on  the  railroad, 
making  sidings.   He  farmed,  and  hauled  milk  from  Presto  to  the  Firth 
Cheese  Factory  in  1925.   He  said,  "The  plant  was  located  on  the  bank 
of  the  Government  Canal  on  the  south  end  of  Mr.  Firth's  farm.   It 
was  known  as  "Laabs  Cheese  Company".   Eugene  Kelley  was  the  cheese 
maker.   I  hauled  milk  with  a  team  and  wagon  the  first  year.   I  al- 
most ran  the  wheels  off  that  light  wagon,  so  they  got  me  a  Ford  truck. 
Instead  of  opening  and  closing  the  door  on  the  driver's  side  so  much, 
I  removed  the  door.   Coming  up  the  river  road  one  morning,  I  turned 
the  steering  wheel  to  make  a  turn.   The  wheel  went  around  and  around. 
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I  c  "uld  see  ail  that  load  going  into  the  river.   I  jumped  out,  but 
to  my  surprise,  the  truck  travelled  up  the  borrovz  pit  a  short  dis- 
tance, then  turned  back  on  the  road.   I  took  after  the  truck, 
climbec  up  over  the  cans  and  into  the  driver's  seat,  and  stopped 
the  truck.   1  discovered  the  key  and  lock  were  gone,  so  I  walked 
back  about  half  a  mile,  and  found  the  key  and  the  lock.   They  were 
replaced  on  the  steering  wheel,  and  I  drove  the  truck  on  to  the 
cheese  factory." 

In  1^I7-1320,  Jeff  served  as  a  missionary  to  the  Southern 
States.   Three  boys  left  for  missions  the  same  day.   At  the  fare- 
well, each  was  given  a  sack  containing  forty-two  silver  dollars. 
The  boys  were:   Jeff  Davis,  Benzel  Dye,  and  Irvcn  Christensen,  who 
became  Jeff's  brother-in-law. 

Jeff  men  Jessie  Nilsson  at  choir  practice  in  Easalt ,  soon  after 
returning  from  his  mission.   Jessie  is  the  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Elizabeth  Nilsson.   Jessie  was  born  in  Canada,  the  first  baby  born 
in  the  newly  created  town  of  Raymond  Alberta,  Canada.   Jessie's 
mother  was  alone  when  her  confinement  started.   Her  little  brothers 
were  sent  out  to  stop  a  man  on  the  road.   When  the  man  saw  her  con- 
diticn,  he  hurridly  found  the  father  and  some  help. 

Jessie's  folks  moved  from  Canada  to  lona  in  1914.   Jessie 
finished  elementary  school  in  lona.   She  attended  high  school  in 
Idaho  Falls. 

In  1917,  the  Nilssons  moved  to  Basalt.   They  farmed  the  Otto 
Mitchell  place.   Jessie  clerked  for  two  years  in  the  Dye  Mercantile 
Stcre  in  Basalt.   She  taught  Sunday  School  and  worked  with  the 
young  people.   Reva  Hendricks  and  Otto  Jorgensen  were  working  at 
the  store. 

Jeff  and  Jessie  attended  an  outing  in  a  white  topped  buggy. 
This  was  the  first  date  they  had.   They  were  married  in  October, 
1920c   They  lived  in  two  rooms  belonging  to  Jeff's  father,  near 
Sand  Creek. 

When  the  Basalt-Firth  Ward  was  divided  June  15,  1924,  Jeff  was 
a  Counselor  to  3ishop  John  J.  Lyon  of  the  Firth  'ward.   Jessie  was 
a  Counselor  in  Primary  to  Florence  D.  Hanny.   The  meetings  were 
held  in  the  Ramsey  Building  until  1935,  when  the  brick  house  was 
finished . 

Jeff  and  Jessie  had  their  third  child  by  1925.   Jeff  was  renting 
the  Hoover  place  where  Bolinder  lives  now,  east  of  Firth,  across 
the  road  from  James  Dye's  homestead. 

In  1929,  the  Davis  family  moved  to  Fort  Hall,  where  they  lived 
until  1934.   They  moved  to  Tyhee,  where  they  presently  reside. 

In  1944,  Jeff  was  made  Bishop  of  the  Pocatello  7th  Ward.   From 
this  position,  he  became  a  High  Counselor.   In  1968,  he  was  made 
Patriarch  of  the  North  Pocatello  Stake. 

Jessie  served  in  the  Primary,  M.I. A.,  and  the  Relief  Society 
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Presidency  for  many  years. 

Jeff  and  Jessie  are  the  parents  of  nine  children:   Glen,  who 
married  LaRue  Fullmer,  and  they  live  in  American  Falls.   Glen  is 
foreman  at  a  processing  plant.   Dwayne  married  Mildred  Mitten. 
He  is  a  maintenance  man  for  Bannock  Memorial  in  Pocatello.   Elaine 
married  Wayne  Christof f erson,  who  is  a  repairman,  and  she  is  the 
mother  of  eight. 

Melvin  J.  married  Patsy  Treasure.   They  live  in  Blackfoot. 
He  is  a  laboratory  technician  at  the  N.R.TcS.   Betty  married  Keith 
Dayley.   They  live  in  Pocatello.   She  has  a  beauty  shop,  and  is 
the  secretary  for  her  husband's  business. 

George  Ray  married  Judy  Beth  Lewis.   They  live  in  Salt  Lake. 
He  installs  furnaces  and  air  conditioning.   There  are  twenty-eight 
grandchildren,  and  eleven  great-grandchildren,   Jessie  and  Jeff 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  in  October,  1970. 

The  Davis'  and  Wayne  Esplins  received  a  special  invitation  to 
attend  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  town  of  Raymond,  Alberta, 
Canada.   All  four  attended  in  1951. 

GEORGE  ALBERT  AND  EMMA  DAVIS 

The  Davis'  sold  out  to  Marion  Esplin,  Sr .  in  1918.   They  mov- 
ed to  Emmett,  but  returned  in  1919,  and  bought  some  land  west  of 
Sand  Creek  near  the  Peter  Monson  farm.   Davis  built  the  home  where 
George  Jacobsen  lives.   Their  son,  Orson,  died  of  typhoid  fever 
while  they  were  building  the  home.   The  Davis'  lived  in  this  home 
many  years. 

Their  children  are:   Elizabeth  Ann,  who  married  D.  B.  Crawford 
of  Thomas.   Emma  Luelle  married  James  B.  Taylor.   Mabel  Elva  mar- 
ried Walter  Leland  Pope.   Gracie  Clair  married  Joseph  L.  Jones. 
George  Jefferson  (Jeff)  married  Jessie  Nilsson.   Charles  Warren 
married  Clara  Susana  Johnson  (daughter  of  Andrew).   Orson  Kay, 
died  at  the  age  of  19.   Lucy  Irene  (Lula)  married  Irven  Christ- 
ensen.   William  LeRoy  (Roy)  married  Dorothy  Marlow  of  Oregon. 
Benjamin  Eugene  died  in  Thomas  in  1905. 

Jeff  and  his  sister,  Lula,  had  a  double  wedding.   The  girls 
mothers  made  the  dresses  just  alike  and  the  couples  were  married 
the  same  day,  April  1,  1921,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 

MARY  POPE  AND  LELAND  JOHNSON  (SON) 

The  story  of  Moroni  and  Mary  Johnson  was  published  in  the 
first  book,  "History  of  Cedar  Point"  in  1970.   Moroni  passed  away 
in  1957.   Mary  is  in  her  eighty-seventh  year.   'Mamie',  as  she  is 
known  by  the  Basalt  people,  lives  in  her  little  home,  and  attends 
church  services  every  Sunday. 

Mamie  recalls  working  with  all  of  the  Bishops  of  Basalt,  from 
Bishop  Andrew  0.  Inglestrom  to  the  present  Bishop,  Forrest  L. 
Stringham.   There  were  thirteen  Bishops  in  seventy  years.   Mamie 
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has  held  offices  in  Primary,  Relief  Society,  Sunday  School  and 

M,  I:  Ac 

Mamie  and  Moroni  have  three  children:   Verna  Larsen  of  Aberdeen; 
Lela  Wiseman  of  Basalt;  and,  Leland,  of  Basalt.   Leland  and  Lela 
are  twins.   Leland  works  for  Idaho  Supreme  and  helps,  and  supports, 
his  aging  mother.   Mary  has  seven  grandchildren  and  twenty-nine 
great-grandchildren.   Lela  and  Jesse  live  close  by. 

REUBEN  BELNAP  AND  LUC I EN  HAMMON 

Reuben  Belnap  was  a  carpenter  and  farmer.   He  married  Lucien 
Hammer. .   They  built  the  tall  house  where  Lawrence  Fallis  lives. 
Some  of  the  fourteen  children  attended  Basalt  schools  for  several 
years,  then  the  Belnaps  bought  a  place  one  mile  south  of  Firth  on 
the  corner  where  Webbs  lived,   Reubens'  place  extended  to  the 
Snake  River,   Much  of  it  was  river  bottom  land.   Reuben  was  in 
the  Basalt  Ward  Sunday  School  Super intendency. 

Reuben  had  coal  black  hair,  moustache,  and  dark,  piercing 
eyes.   His  daughter,  Amelia,  said  they  could  see  right  through 
a  perscn. 

Three  of  the  Belnap  children  are  deceased.   Those  who  are 
known  in  Firth  and  Basalt  are:   Reuben,  who  married  a  Pope  girl. 
She  died,   and  he  married  Ella  Catherine  Messick.   Louina  married 
Arthur  Miskin,  a  school  teacher  from  Ucon.   Lcvina  was  one  of 
Arthur's  students.   He  would  walk  her  home  after  school.   Her 
little  sister  went  along  as  a  chaperone.   Adeline  had  coal  black 
hair  like  her  fathers.   She  was  told  that  an  Indian  had  looked 
through  the  window  at  her  mother  before  she  was  born.   Estella 
and  Ethel  are  names  that  will  probably  be  remembered. 

VERNON  AND  INEZ  CURTIS 

Vernon  and  Inez  came  from  Victor  to  Taylor.   Vernon  received 

his  education  in  Victor  and  Taylor.  He  attended  Ricks  College. 

He  was  the  Bishop  of  the  Taylor  Ward  for  several  years.   They 
moved  from  Taylor  to  Idaho  Falls. 

In  1955  Vernon  bought  the  Steel  homestead  from  Don  Fitch,  who 
had  bought  it  from  Martin  Williams.   Don  was  a  resident  a  few  years, 
and  sold  to  Vernon  and  Inez.   In  1969  they  sold  out  to  Dennis  Hjelm 
and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   The  Curtis'  were  members  of  the  Basalt 
Ward  while  living  in  River view. 

The  Curtis  children  are:   Afton  Bills,  who  lives  in  Milo.   She 
is  a  Registered  Nurse,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  Government  Nursing 
in  Rigby.   Wayne  Curtis  works  for  the  Telephone  Company,  and  farms 
and  raises  cattle  in  Taylor.   Vernon  married  Amelia  Miskin  after 
moving  to  Idaho  Falls.   They  manage  the  Avalon  Apartments.   Amelia 
is  the  daughter  of  Arthur  Miskin  and  Lovina  Belnap. 

HANS  AND  DORA  JOHNSON 

Hans  was  a  cousin  to  Moroni  and  Ezra  Johnson.   Hans  and  Dora 
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farmed  a  small  acreage  and  rented  from  Louie  Cox.   Hans  was  Cust- 
odian of  the  old  hall  when  it  was  torn  down.   He  was  also  Custodian 
of  the  new  block  chapel  for  about  a  year.   Their  son,  Reed  Johnson, 
filled  a  two  year  mission  to  the  Western  States  in  1937.   Another 
son,  Raeo,  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge  in  World  War  II. 

The  Johnsons  lived  where  Gene  Ellsworth  lives.   Later,  they 
were  in  the  little  white  house  where  Ellis  Robinson  now  resides. 
Dora  was  M.I. A,  President  and  Drama  Director.   She  was  instrumental 
in  having  good  drama  groups,  and  presenting  fine  entertainment. 

Hans  and  Dora's  children  are:   Ardeane,  deceased;  Vero,  de- 
ceased; Ila;  William  married  Ora  Call;  Clive  married  Cleo  Grande, 
then  Leona;  Viola  Frandsen;  Reed  married  Cynthia  Nebeker;  Ray  mar- 
ried Wallace  Johnson;  Raeo  married  Verna  Hansen;  Maida  married 
Charles  Roos. 

All  children  attended  Basalt  and  Firth  schools.   Maida  works  in 
the  Shoe  Department  of  Penneys  in  Idaho  Falls 0   She  and  Charles 
Roos  have  three  sons  who  have  filled  missions.   The  oldest  son, 
Veriso,  has  a  Masters  Degree.   Another  son,  Raeo,  is  an  accountant. 
A  third  son,  Danney,  is  a  C.P.A.,  and  an  artist. 

Fay  and  Wallace  are  a  doctor  and  a  chemist.   The  Johnson 
family  was  a  warm,  friendly  group,  and  made  you  feel  so  important. 
Hans  died  with  a  stroke  and  is  buried  in  Basalt.13 

CHRIS  THOMPSON  AND  JOSEPHINE  THOMPSON 

The  Thompsons  lived  in  a  house  north  of  the  Basalt  Store  before 
the  Braggs  came  there.   These  Thompsons  are  not  related  to  Hobart. 
They  had  a  dry  farm  across  the  Blackfoot  River  from  Trail  Creek. 
Several  of  their  children  had  red  hair. 

FRED  DAW  AND  CLARA  SMITH 

The  Daws  came  from  Shelley  in  1928.   Clara  is  a  sister  to  Frank 
Smith.   They  farmed  the  place  where  Cliff  Olive  lives.   The  Daws 
had  ten  children:   Arthur,  deceased,  married  Dora  Carlson;  Orvil 
married  Nola  Thompson,  they  live  in  Blackfoot;  Deloy  married  Ivy 
Searborough,  and  they  live  in  Shelley;  Albert  married  Verda  Jensen, 
and  he  is  a  farmer  in  Osgood.   Don  lives  in  Jerome,  and  teaches 
school;  Elizabeth  married  Don  Carpenter;  Veva  married  Sam  Harmon, 
and  they  live  in  Nevada;  Leatha  Daw  married  Ernest  Sjoberg,  and 
they  live  in  Idaho  Falls;  Verna  married  Fred  Johnson  of  Idaho 
Falls. 

After  all  the  children  were  married,  Mrs.  Daw  moved  to  Idaho 
Falls.   Her  daughters,  Marjorie  Gentillon  and  Elizabeth  Carpenter, 
take  care  of  her. 

Most  of  the  children  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

ELIZABETH  THOMPSON  AND  ORVILLE  GODFREY 

Elizabeth  was  raised  in  Chester  and  Wilford.   She  is  a  sister 

381 


to  Hobart  Thompson.   She  married  Orville  Godfrey,  a  carpenter. 
The  Godfreys  lived  in  the  house  where  Charles  Lyons  lives.   Their 
children  are:   Maurice;  Ida;  Ralph;  Adrian;  and  Shirley.   The 
Godfreys  moved  from  Basalt  to  Emmett. 

GEORGE  STALLINGS  AND  AMELIA  GROW 

Amelia  was  born  in  Ammon.   Her  people  later  moved  to  Idaho 
Falls.   George  and  Amelia  came  to  the  old  Rushton  place,  which  they 
purchased  in  1953,  after  operating  the  place  which  had  been  mis- 
represented to  them.   They  bought  the  old  Doc  Sorenson  place  across 
the  river  in  the  Riverview  area.   The  Stallings  renovated  the  home. 
They  raised  cattle,  grain,  potatoes  and  hay.   Because  of  poor  health, 
the  Stallings  sold  to  Rodney  Tew,  and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls  in  1963. 
The  Stallings  have  three  children:   Dale,  who  resides  in  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  teaches  in  Cal-Poly  College;  Karen  Neal  lives  in 
Jerome,  and  her  husband,  Holace,  is  District  Manager  for  Allis  Cha- 
lmers; Pauline  married  Douglas  Shitzman,  who  works  for  General 
Electric  at  the  N.R.T.S.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls.   George  was  in 
the  Navy  after  World  War  I.   Dale  served  in  the  Navy  in  World  War 
II. 

JESS  CHIPMAN  AND  CLARISSA  CHIPMAN 

Jess  and  Clarissa  lived  where  Marie  Jensen  lived.   Rulon  and 
Ellen  sold  the  place  to  Chipmans  when  they  moved  west  of  Basalt 
where  Ronald  lives  now.   Jess  drove  the  school  wagon  in  the  fall 
and  spring  and  in  the  winter,  the  sleigh  with  a  cover  over  it,  and 
a  pot  bellied  stove  inside  to  keep  the  children  warm.   The  Chip- 
mans  had  a  family,  but  only  two  of  the  names  are  remembered,  Estes 
and  Resa. 

CLEVE  SCARBOROUGH 

Cleve  lived  on  Rhone  Johnson's  place,  then  in  a  little  house 
north  of  Freemans  old  home.   Ed  Nelson  lived  in  the  middle  house. 
Scarboroughs  also  lived  in  a  log  house  near  Hebdons.   Grover  mar- 
ried Alice  Frandsen.   The  Scarboroughs  had  several  children:   Ivy 
married  Deloy  Daw;  Alice,  married  Earl  Frandsen;  Era;  Talmadge; 
Florence;  and  Chavis.   All  the  children  attended  Basalt  school. 

LUTHER  TUFTS  AND  ELSIE  CRIDDLE 

Elsie  is  a  half  sister  to  Bessie  Criddle  Miller.   The  Tufts 
home  was  where  Austin  Brown  lives. 

JOHN  RIDER  AND  RHODA  JENSEN 

John  built  the  old  Berg  home.   He  and  Rhoda  lived  there  when 
Bergs  were  on  their  homestead,  in  the  field  east  and  north.   Rhoda 
was  a  sister  to  Reuben  Jensen,  and  Frank  Jensen,  who  lived  near  the 
Grange  place,  a  little  orchard  and  log  house,  one-fourth  mile 
south  of  Claude's  home  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway. 
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HARRY  W.  WHITMILL 

The  older  Whitmills  came  from  England.   Henry  had  several 
brothers,  Barney,  George,  John,  Seymour,  and  a  sister,  Laura. 
Harry  married  Luna  Serle.   George  married  Effie  Hymas.   John  mar- 
ried Isabel  Hanny.   Barney  married  Rose  Perrin.   Laura  married 
Frank  Jensen.   Laura  and  Frank's  children  are:  Melvin,  Roxy  and 
Mark. 

RALPH  AND  LARINDA  ROWLEY 

The  Rowleys  lived  in  a  little  log  house  on  the  same  corner 
as  the  Lamberts  do.   Rowleys  had  several  children.   Mrs.  Rowley 
was  left  a  widow.   She  raised  five  or  six  children. 

FRANK  AND  LYDIA  BUTLER 

The  Butlers  lived  where  Garth  Holm  lives  now.   One  of  their 
sons  married  Ed  and  Mary  Webb's  daughter. 

VOLNEY  BAILEY 

Volney  is  the  son  of  James  Bailey.   He  married  a  Weeding  girl. 
They  lived  where  Robert  Poulson  lives.   Volney  would  go  to  the 
mountains  and  gather  choke  cherries  and  sell  them.   He  and  his 
wife  live  in  Saint  George  at  present. 

LEWIS  NEBEKER  AND  EVA  DYE 

Lewis  is  the  son  of  Etta  Gardner  Nebeker  Drollinger.   Etha 
Quinn  Nebeker  married  Barber  Dye. 

FRED  COOPER  AND  OTENA  COOPER 

Fred  and  Otena  came  to  Kimball  in  1917.   Their  place  was  south 
of  the  store  near  the  Bithell  farm.   They  did  general  farming. 
The  Coopers  had  a  family  of  seven:   Leroy;  Sylvia;  Leslie;  Vera; 
Virgil;  Stella;,  and  Raymond.   Otena  was  killed  in  a  car  accident 
near  Wapello.   Fred  rented  the  farm  and  moved  to  Shelley  in  1965. 
He  sold  the  place  in  1971. 

JOHN  H.  BALLARD  AND  ALICE  BALLARD 

John  and  Alice  first  came  to  Basalt  in  1918.   They  rented  the 
place  where  Jacobsens  live.   Davis'  had  built  the  house  and  home- 
steaded  it,  but  through  a  mortgage  had  lost  the  place.   Later, 
the  Ballards  bought  the  farm  where  they  did  general  farming  and 
had  milk  cows. 

Mr.  Ballard  passed  away,  and  the  children  were  married.   Rex 
Ballard  lives  in  Idaho  Falls;  Iola  Summers  lives  in  Shelley,  and 
was  the  only  one  to  graduate  from  Firth  High  School;  Verna  Sessions 
attended  school  in  Presto,  and  finished  in  Idaho  Falls,  where 
she  lives  at  present. 
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WILLIAM  WHITMILL  AND  BEULAH  FRANDSEN 

The  Whitmills  lived  across  from  the  chapel  where  the  Lyons 
live.   They  later  moved  to  Kimball.   Here  they  raised  produce  for 
the  stores,  sort  of  a  truck  garden.   Their  children  are:   DeWayne; 
Olea;  Delpha;  Boyd;  Arlene,  deceased;  Floy;  Samuel,  deceased; 
Phyllis,  deceased;  and,  Delva.   The  children  attended  Basalt. 
Kimball  and  Firth  schools. 

JOHN  CROFT  AND  ELLEN  ROTHWELL 

John  and  Ellen  came  from  the  British  Isles;  John,  from  Wales, 
and  Ellen  from  England.   They  were  very  active  in  the  early  days 
of  Basalt.   Ellen  was  President  of  Primary  and  Relief  Society. 
John  homesteaded  east  and  north  of  Basalt.   He  built  a  log  house 
where  he  and  Ellen  raised  their  fourteen  children.   It  was  torn 
down  when  Hyrum,  hie  son,  built  the  big,  rock  house,  where  La 
Maun  Esplin  lived. 

Their  children  are:   Edward;  Emma  Jane  Criddle;  Joseph  M. 
married  Olive  Stevens;  John;  Samuel,  deceased;  Ephraim;  James 
Henry;  Hyrum  T.  married  Charlotte  Paskett;  Charles  Walter:  Parley 
A.;  Albert  A.;  Alfred  E. ;  Sarah  M.  Dye;  Wilford  W. 

Joseph  and  Josephine  lived  in  the  old  Peek  place  south  of  Firth. 
Henry  and  Lola  lived  south  of  Leo  and  Blanche,  south  of  Firth. 
Walter  and  Maud  lived  in  Basalt,  near  the  Twitchells.   Albert  and 
Lorena  lived  near  Walter  in  Basalt.   Alfred  and  Emma  Croney  lived 
west  of  the  Browns  in  Basalt.   Albert  and  Alfred  are  twins. 

ELMER  DROLL INGER  AND  LORETTA  GARDNER 

'Etta'  was  a  sister  to  Clyde  Gardner,  and  the  daughter  of  Elias 
Gardner  from  Goshen  and  Wolverine  Ranch.   Etta  lived  in  the  old 
Elias  Gardner  home,  where  Bates  live  now.   Etta  married  a  Nebeker, 
who  passed  away.   She  married  Elmer  Drollinger,  and  had  six  children 
by  him.   Lewis  and  Donald  were  her  children  by  Mr.  Nebeker.   The 
Drollinger  children  are:   Ellis;  Norelda;  Elva;  Nellie;  Errol; 
and,  Elton,  who  is  deceased. 

Lewis  Nebeker  married  Eva  Dye,  who  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Julia  Dye.   They  live  in  Pocatello,  and  have  two  girls. 
Donald  Nebeker  married  Etha  Quinn.   He  died  and  she  married  Barber 
Dye,  who  is  also  deceased.   Etha  has  moved  to  Provo. 

GEORGE  GRIFFIN  AND  ELECTA  JARDINE 

The  Griffins  came  from  Rexburg  to  Basalt  about  1955,  and  bought 
the  acreage  along  the  Yellowstone  Highway.   The  Griffins  had  rasp- 
berries and  strawberries  and  plants  to  set  out.   They  worked  very 
hard,  as  did  the  children,  Ralph,  Harold,  Lula,  Beatrice,  Maurine, 
Phyllis,  Goner,  Norman,  Wayne  and  Dixie.   The  children  attended 
Shelley  schools  and  Ricks  College.   Mr.  Griffin  died  in  1968.   The 
Griffins  sold  out  to  Alvin  Denman  of  Idaho  Falls  in  1960.   Mrs. 
Griffin  lives  in  Saint  Anthony  at  the  present  time. 
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MERLIN  JENSEN  -  ELIZABETH  ROLTH  (DECEASED)  -  LORNA  JENSEN 

Merlin  and  Walter  Esley  married  sisters,  Rose  and  Elizabeth 
Rolth.   Merlin  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  lived  where  Bessie  Miller 
now  resides.   The  Jensens  sold  out  to  the  Millers.   Walter  Esley 
operated  the  place  where  Ohmans  live.   Merlin  was  in  the  Basalt 
Bishopric  with  Bishop  Frank  Christensen.  Merlin  was  Committee 
Chairman  for  Recreation  for  the  24th  of  July  celebrations. 

Merlin  and  Elizabeth's  children  are:   Jack  R. ,  who  lives  in 
Idaho  Falls.   He  is  a  building  contractor.   Elizabeth  LaRee  Allen, 
is  the  Secretary  of  the  Stock  Market  in  Reno,  Nevada.   Merlin 
William  works  as  a  day  laborer  for  a  lumber  company  in  Reno.   Paula 
Rolth  is  married  and  her  husband  works  with  an  iron  works  company 
in  Rupert.   Alice  Lee  Steffler  married  a  farmer  in  the  Rockford 
area.   Karen  is  deceased.   She  died,  with  her  mother,  during  child 
birth. 

After  Elizabeth  died  in  1943,  Merlin  married  Lorna  Jensen  Cox, 
who  had  two  children,   Merlin  and  Lorna  had  one  boy,  Dan  W. ,  who 
is  Manager  of  the  J.  C,  Penney  store  in  Ogden. 

Merlin  and  Lorna  moved  to  Rexburg  in  1946  to  operate  a  store 
and  cabins.   They  later  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City.   At  present,  they 
operate  a  store  in  Logan,  Utah}  where  they  have  lived  for  seven- 
teen years. 

EZRA  CHRISTENSEN  AND  RACHAEL  MAE  KILL IAN 

Ezra  and  his  family  came  from  Goshen  to  Basalt  about  1920. 
Their  home  was  across  the  railroad  spur,  in  the  field.   Heward 
Madsen  lives  on  the  place  now.   When  the  Firth  Ward  was  organized, 
in  1924,  Rachael  was  President  of  the  M.I .A, 

Ezra  was  run  over  by  a  wagon  when  he  was  thirteen  years  old. 
He  and  Rachel  have  ten  children:   Cortez  who  married  Lenora  For- 
bes; Golda  married  Orley  Quinn;  Othello  married  Vita  Criddle; 
Keith  married  Blanche  Hyatt;  Melva  married  Joseph  Lyons;  Leda  mar- 
ried Lee  Mecham;  Dean  married  Naomi  Berg;  Yale  married  Fern  Oler; 
Cleo  married  Jewell  Petersen,  then  Leonard  Pearson;  Verdell  mar- 
ried Patrick  Finnegan, 

The  Christensens  sold  out  and  moved  back  to  Goshen  near  the 
store,   Cortez  and  Lenore  operated  the  Goshen  Store  in  1932,  and 
for  several  years  later =   The  Christensen  children  attended  Ba- 
salt and  Firth  schools. 

LEWIS  EATON  AND  CORA  LORDS 

Lewis  and  Cora  lived  in  Iona  and  Taylor  before  coming  to  Ba- 
salt.  Lewis  has  raised  row  crops,  sheep  and  cattle.   This  year 
he  is  topping  a  herd  of  hogs.   Lewis  drove  the  school  sleigh  be- 
fore buses  were  In  vogue.   Lewis  and  Cora's  children  are:   Clyde; 
Irene  Franck;  Vella  married  Norman  Laird;  Melba,  deceased;  Jen- 
nie Fletcher;  and,  Lola  Farley,   Lola  graduated  from  Firth  High 

385 


School.   All  the  other  children  were  older. 

JOSEPH  ESPLIN  AND  MABEL  BYSELINE 

Joseph  was  a  brother  to  Marion  Sr.,  who  came  to  Idaho  about 
1901.   Mabel's  people  lived  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Joseph  and  Mabel 
lived  in  a  log  house  on  the  Marcus  Cox  farm.   Later  they  lived  in 
the  rock  house  in  Basalt.   Esplins  moved  to  Caldwell  from  Basalt. 

RALPH  BATES  AND  JUNE  BELL 

Ralph  and  June  came  from  Idaho  Falls.   They  lived  on  the  Whit- 
mill  place  in  1948.   Ralph  has  been  a  sheep-shearer  and  farmer. 
He  owns  some  sheep  has  had  cattle,  and  raised  his  own  feed.   June 
is  the  daughter  of  Art  Bell,  who  formerly  lived  in  Grays  Lake, 
and  had  a  farm  south  of  Firth.   Ralph  and  June's  children  are: 
Ralph  LaWayne,  who  was  in  the  service;  Burdette,  who  lives  in  Ba- 
salt; S.  Arthur;  Patricia  June  Webb;  Fay;  Sharon  N. ,  and,  Rita  Jean. 
All  the  children  have  attended  Firth  schools. 

ALVIN  DENMAN 

Alvin  and  his  wife  bought  the  Griffin  berry  farm.   Mrs.  Den- 
man  worked  very  hard  to  extend  the  small  gardens.   They  sold  bed- 
ding plants,  iris,  flower  starts,  strawberries  and  raspberries. 
The  Denraans  were  from  Idaho  Falls.   He  rents  the  red  brick  home 
and  operates  the  small  farm.   He  is  an  attorney  in  Idaho  Falls. 

BERT  AND  ROSINA  DIAL 

The  Dials  rented  a  forty  acre  farm  from  Lillie  Jorgensen. 
William  Messick  worked  for  the  Dials  when  he  was  a  young  man. 
Rosina  was  the  Librarian  in  the  Shelley  Park  for  many  years. 
After  Bert  died  she  married  Ervin  Jolley  whose  people  were  from 
Kimball.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls. 

BEN  SAGE  AND  MINNIE  SAGE 

Ben's  father  homes teaded  the  place  he  farmed.   They  came  here 
about  1918.   Ben  raised  stock  and  had  a  farm  crop.   He  served  on 
the  Basalt  School  Board.   Their  children  are:   Madeline  Criddle; 
Neva  Miner;  Ida  McConville;  Theda  Cartwright;  Aileen  Trull;  Enid 
Hardman;  and,  Julia  Russell. 

JAKE  AND  CLARA  KILLIAN 

Clara  taught  school  in  Firth.   The  Killians  lived  in  the  house 
where  Elmo  Crooks  lives.   They  live  in  Blackfoot  at  the  present  time 

BERT  HYATT  AND  MYRTLE  HYATT 

Bert  and  Myrtle  lived  on  the  Goshen  Highway.   Two  of  their 
children  are  deceased.   Glenn  was  killed  in  an  accident.   Delia 
lives  in  Salt  Lake  City.   Myrtle  was  a  sister  to  Laura  Larsen. 
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ORLEY  QUINN  AND  GOLDA  CHRISTENS EN 

Or ley  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Quinn,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  Basalt.   Golda  is  the  daughter  of  Ezra  Christensen, 
also  early  pioneers.   Orley  and  Golda  lived  where  the  Lyons  live. 
They  came  to  Basalt  in  1922,  and  moved  to  California  in  1942, 
then  to  Oregon  in  1958.   Orley  has  been  a  farmer  all  his  life. 
Their  children  are:   Dorothy  Fielding;  Dale  C,  who  married  Dar- 
lene  Stoddard;  Beverly  Hawser:  Norman,  deceased;  Delmont  married 
Marie  Sheets;  Norma  Curbow;  Wallace  married  Earbra  C;  Robert  E. 
married  Jacqueline  Nelson,   All  of  their  boys  were  in  the  service. 
Orley  had  sheep  and  worked  with  Miley  Andrus.   Dale  and  Dorothy 
were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Their  children  attended 
school  in  California. 

JOSEPH  PERRY  MESSICK  AND  JOSEPHINE  JOHNSON 

Joseph  came  from  Kentucky  about  1904,   He  is  a  brother  to 
William  Messick,  Sr.   Joseph  and  Josephine  lived  where  Hansens 
live.   Their  children  are:   Clifford;  Clara  Ann  Richards;  Doris 
Irene  Draper;  Donald;  Ardean;  Ardell;  and,  Darwin,  deceased. 

GEORGE  LEWIS  MESSICK  AND  KAZZIAH  JANE  BALLARD 

The  Messicks  homesteaded  the  place  where  Hatleys  live.   Ber- 
ries, gardens  and  trees  were  planted  where  sagebrush  had  once 
grown.   The  Messicks  were  from  the  south  and  were  good  farmers. 
Their  children  are:   William  Robert,  deceased;  Joseph;  Ella  Cath- 
erine; Berta  Eelle;  and,  Brinkley  H. ,  deceased.   Ella  Catherine 
married  Reuben  Belnap ,  Jr.  after  he  lost  his  wife.   They  lived 
near  Hardy's  place. 

JOHN  E.  WHITE  AND  BERTHA  ARMENIA  PORTER 

Bertha,  or  Armenia,  as  she  was  called,  played  the  piano  for 
meetings.   She  was  the  second  wife  of  John  E.  White.   Their 
children  are:   Olive:  Joel:  LaGrande;  Clara;  Reese;  and,  Rula. 
Bertha  lived  on  the  corner  where  Lamberts  live.   Bertha  was  a 
sister  to  Israel  Porter. 
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HAY   BALER 


MODERN   SPRINKLER 


ARMED  FORCES  IN  FOUR  WARS 

War  is  fighting  between  nations.   Since  men  formed  themselves 
into  groups  to  live,  there  has  been  fighting.   In  warfare,  most 
crimes  become  legal  if  committed  against  the  enemy.   Killing, 
robbing,  and  destruction  of  property  seem  to  be  part  of  the  rules. 

Wars  usually  begin  with  the  greed  of  men  who  have  power  in  a 
country.   The  country  that  begins  the  war  is  called  an  aggressor 
nation.   Another  reason  for  war,  is  one  nation  competing  against 
another,  and  other  causes  are  fear  and  suspicion;  suspicion  of 
attack.   The  loser  of  a  war  usually  wants  revenge,  and  may  start 
a  later  war  to  get  that  revenge. 

The  earliest  form  of  warfare  was  hand-to-hand  fighting. 
Until  the  present  century,  most  of  the  fighting  was  still  done  by 
men  on  foot  or  on  horseback  with  swords  and  guns.   Gradually  weapons 
and  machines  of  war  were  developed. 

Now,  warfare  has  changed.   Great  damage  is  done  by  bombs  and 
artillery  that  fire  shells  for  many  miles  on  land.   Guided  missiles 
travel  many  thousands  of  miles  over  land  and  sea  to  hit  target. 

In  all  ages  there  have  been  wise  men  who  tried  to  end  wars. 
The  Roman  Empire  was  so  strong  they  could  force  other  nations  to 
be  peaceful.   There  has  never  been  a  time  when  there  was  peace  all 
over  the  world.   Somewhere,  somehow,  there  have  been  nations 
contending  for  supremacy  over  another. 

Disarmaments,  treaties  and  agreements  have  failed.   Nations 
still  hate  other  nations.   Nations  draft  their  men  (at  a  desirable 
age)  to  serve  in  their  wars. 

THE  CIVIL  WAR1 

A  Civil  War  is  a  war  within  a  single  country.   It  is  like  a 
bad  family  quarrel,  as  brothers  fight  against  brothers.   The  Ameri- 
can Civil  War  lasted  from  1861-1865.   More  than  600,000  Americans 
died  in  it.   The  United  States  was  split  into  two  sections,  the 
South,  who  were  for  slavery,  and  the  North  who  were  against 
slavery. 
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CHARLES  McCURDY,  SR. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  in  'Old  Basalt',  Charles  McCurdy ,  Sr. 
was  a  veteran  of  this  war,   Charles,  his  wife,  Laura,  and  their  boys, 
Bert  and  Fred,  came  to  Basalt  in  1902,  from  Mississippi.   They 
were  converts  to  the  L.D.S.  Church  through  the  missionary  efforts 
of  the  Dyes.   The  McCurdys  built  a  two-room  log  house  with  a  dirt 
roof,  north  of  the  Baileys  on  the  highway.   After  the  town  was 
moved  up  on  the  bench,  they  bought  the  old  church  and  moved  it  to 
make  three  rooms.   The  older  boys  attended  the  Cemetery  School  and 
the  younger  ones  attended  school  in  the  basement  of  the  new  school. 

Charles  served  the  North  in  this  war.   His  amnesty  has  the 
signature  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln.   C.  W.  McCurdy  was  an  educa- 
ted man  for  his  day.   He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1902-1906 
in  the  Basalt  Precinct.   He  was  registrar  of  the  Basalt  Precinct 
in  July,  1902.   The  McCurdys  were  here  when  the  new  Basalt  was 
laid  out. 

Charles  Sr.  married  Laura  Berg,  sister  to  Hans  Berg.   Their 
older  children  attended  the  Cemetery  School,  the  younger  ones  went 
to  Basalt.   Charles  Jr.  was  a  teacher  and  a  civic  man, 

WILLIAM  GREEN  QUINN 

Another  veteran  of  the  Civil  War  living  in  Basalt  was  William 
Green  Quinn.  Quinn  was  of  Irish  descent  and  also  a  convert  to  the 
L.D.S.  Church  from  Sturgis,  Mississippi.   He  came  to  Basalt  in  1902. 

His  son  Robert,  was  a  counselor  in  the  Basalt  bishopric 
with  William  Dye.   Robert  was  also  a  section  boss  on  the  railroad. 
He  built  a  home  one  block  west  of  the  store,  which  burned  down. 
Robert  helped  build  the  rock  houses  in  the  village.   One  belonged 
to  Amber  Glenn  and  another  to  Clara  Copa* 

William  Green  Quinn  married  Susanne  Caroline  Dotson.   They 
have  the  following  children:   Minnie,  Robert,  John,  Martha,  Jane, 
Louella,  Mary  Elizabeth,  James,  Alfred,  William  Duff,  and  Henry 
Grady. 

William  was  in  Basalt  about  three  years  before  his  death, 
September  10,  1905.   In  his  seventy-three  years  he  fought  in  the 
war  between  the  North  and  the  South  on  the  Confederate  side.   He 
witnessed  the  Spanish-American  War  and  knew  the  trials  and  hard- 
ships of  coming  to  a  new  country. 

His  wife,  Susanne,  lived  with  her  son,  Jim,  in  Pocatello  until 
she  died  in  1943  at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The  following  article  was  taken  from  a  clipping  in  the  Post 
Register  of  October,  1957  (by  permission  of  Mrs,  Clarence  Campbell, 
a  granddaughter  of  William  Green  Quinn.)   The  title — "Tattered 
Civil  War  Flag  Recalls  Bloodshed  And  Valor  Of  Years  Ago". 

After  years  of  being  carried  around,  lost,  found,  and  stored, 
an  original  oath  of  allegiance  and  a  ragged  Civil  War  flag  found 
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honors  in  a  museum  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.   By  permission  of  the 
descendants  of  William  Green  Quinn,  who  proudly  carried  it  for  the 
South  during  the  conflict  between  the  states,  this  story  is  being 
published. 

Some  thirty  years  ago  on  a  farm  owned  by  John  Quinn  stood  an 
old  shed  which  housed  a  collection  of  old  moth-eaten  clothes.   The 
family  decided  to  burn  the  collection.   Before  doing  so,  the  pockets 
were  searched.   In  a  vest  pocket  was  found  a  square  yellowed  paper 
creased  by  countless  foldings.   It  was  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
amnesty  from  the  state  of  Alabama  which  was  signed  after  the  Civil 
War.   It  was  dated  September  13,  1865. 

Let  us  look  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  when  the 
controversy  between  the  states  was  just  beginning.   William  Green 
Quinn,  then  a  man  of  twenty-nine,  with  a  group  of  young  men  volunteer- 
ed and  joined  the  Confederate  Army.   They  called  themselves  "Oktibeeha 
Plow  Boys".   A  group  of  civic  minded  women  made  a  flag  about  68  inches 
by  46  inches  of  the  finest  materials  available.   Three  colors  were 
used,  red,  white,  and  blue.   Seven  six-pointed  stars  were  sewn  on 
a  navy  blue  background,  two  long  strips  of  cloth  were  at  either 
side,  and  painted  in  red  on  a  white  background  were  the  words — 
"Okitbeeha  Plow  Boys-Victory  or  Death".   Thousands  of  tiny  stitches 
went  into  making  the  flag.   They  were  so  even  and  close  that  they 
resembled  fine  sewing  on  a  machine. 

Quinn  was  flag  bearer  for  the  company  during  the  entire  period. 
After  the  North  had  won,  and  both  the  Union  and  Confederate  armies 
were  disbanded,  the  flag  was  lost  amid  all  the  confusion. 

Many  years  later,  exact  date  unknown,  in  an  old  abandoned 
building  in  Tennessee,  this  flag  was  found.   It  had  lain  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  the  rubble  and  ruin,  but  had 
miraculously  stood  the  ravages  of  time.   It  was  tattered,  torn,  and 
blood  stained,  but  clearly  visible  were  the  painted  letters,  "Okitbeeha 
County  Plowboys — Victory  or  Death". 

Through  the  efforts  of  some  civic  minded  organization,  the  flag 
was  traced  to  the  Oktibeeha  county  seat,  Ackerman  County,  Mississ- 
ippi.  At  that  time  only  three  of  the  Plowboys  remained:   West 
Christopher,  Doc  Baron,  and  William  Quinn. 

Quinn  and  his  family  moved  to  Idaho  as  converts  to  the  L.D.S. 
Church  in  1902  and  settled  in  the  Basalt  area.   William  passed  away 
three  years  later  in  1905. 

Duff  Quinn  of  Firth,  Idaho  had  heard  his  father  talk  of  the 
Battle  of  Shiloh,  and  the  Seige  of  Viksburg  on  the  Mississippi, 
where  for  six  weeks  the  Confederates  were  surrounded  by  the  Union 
soldiers  with  all  supplies  cut  off,  and  their  food  rations  were 
a  mere  nothing.   He  recalled  how  the  two  armies  would  battle  at 
a  specified  time,  then  after  the  evening  meal  was  over,  they  would 
get  together  and  swap  stories  and  trinkets  and  visit  until  bed- 
time.  At  day  break  they  would  again  resume  their  bloody  warfare. 
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After  Quinn's  death  the  flag  was  kept  by  his  widow,  Susanne, 
until  her  death.   Robert,  the  older  son  had  possission  until  his 
death.   Then  the  flag  was  given  to  Duff  who  consented  to  place  it 
in  a  museum. 

Duff  had  another  reason  for  placing  it  in  a  museum.   While  it 
was  in  his  possission,  one  cold  January  morning  in  1955,  Duff's 
house  caught  fire  which  completely  consumed  the  farm  home.   In 
a  seldome  used  upstairs  was  an  old  trunk  which  held  the  flag, 
the  only  thing  that  was  salvaged  from  the  upstairs  by  heroic 
neighbors.   Duff  said,  "I  believe  it  was  Warren  Dye,"  as  some  thirty 
neighbors  had  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  Quinns ,  and  several 
furnishings  had  been  removed  from  downstairs,  but  only  the  trunk  had 
come  down  from  the  second  floor.   This  trunk  held  the  flag  and  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  which  was  signed,  "I,  W.  G,  Quinn,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  will  henceforth  faithfully  support,  protect,  and  defend 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Union  of  states  there- 
under; and  that  I  will  in  like  manner  abide  by  and  support  all  laws 
and  proclamations  which  have  been  made  during  the  existing  rebellion 
with  reference  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves.   So  help  me  God.' 
It  was  sworn  and  subscribed  before  R.  A.  Steele,  Notary  Public, 
September  13,  1865. 

MR  HERMAN 

Mr.  Herman,  no  one  remembers  his  first  name,  was  an  old  man 
who  lived  in  a  tiny  house  in  Basalt.   It  really  looked  like  a 
chicken  coop.   He  had  lots  of  chickens  and  delighted  in  being  with 
them.   He  would  talk  to  them  and  they  seemed  to  understand  his 
jargon. 

He  told  people  he  had  fought  in  the  Civil  War.  He  apparently 
was  old  enough  to  have  been  involved.  No  one  asked  him  any  of  the 
details  about  the  war  and  no  one  knows  of  his  kindred. 

His  little  log  house  was  east  of  Charles  Bers '  home,  near 
the  place  where  the  new  brick  house  that  was  built  for  Pearl 
Chris tensen  now  stands.   The  Garzas  live  there  now. 

Mr.  Herman  would  manage  and  umpire  the  ball  games.   His 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  and  anticipation  to  win  was  contagious  to 
all  around  him.   He  knew  the  rules  and  regulations  and  was  a  help 
to  the  young  men  in  the  game. 

Herman  started  young  trees  and  sold  them  to  the  townspeople. 
Most  of  the  homes  were  new,  as  Basalt  was  still  new.   The  whole 
town  was  broken  out  of  sagebrush,  and  every  homeowner  needed  trees 
for  shade.   Many  yards  were  planted  with  Herman's  trees. 

It  was  believed  that  he  came  from  the  southern  states  because 
southerners  were  usually  good  gardeners  and  he  had  this  talent. 
Mamie  Johnson  remember  Mr.  Herman  as  an  old  man,  about  eighty-five 
when  she  was  young.   One  Christmas  the  young  people  went  to  his 
house  caroling  in  a  sleigh  and  left  him  a  box  of  presents. 
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It  is  not  known  if  he  had  a  family  before  he  came  to  Basalt, 
but  he  was  alone  here  before  he  died. 

There  seemed  to  be  peace  in  the  United  States  for  a  few  years 
until  the  Spanish  insurrection  and  trouble  resumed  in  1898. 

THE  SPANISH- AMERICAN  WAR  1898 

The  Spanish-American  War  was  very  short.   It  lasted  from  April 
to  August  of  1898.   There  was  not  much  fighting  and  not  many  men 
were  killed,  but  the  war  was  very  important.   The  United  States 
won  an  easy  victory  and  gained  some  valuable  possessions..   This  war 
also  gave  the  U.S.  recognition  as  a  leading  world  power. 

Spain  was  our  enemy.   She  owned  the  island  of  Cuba  and  the 
West  Indies  for  about  four-hundred  years.   In  1895  the  Cubans 
revolted  because  Spain  had  treated  them  badly. 

America  sympathized  with  Cuba,   Small  hostilities  added  to 
larger  ones  until  on  February  15,  1898,  the  U.S.  Battleship  Maine 
was  blown  up  in  Havana  Harbor,  killing  260  sailors.   Congress 
declared  war  on  Spain  on  April  25,  1898. 

The  Philippines  surrendered  to  Commodore  George  Dewey  in  May 
of  the  same  year.   Thus  the  Philippines  became  a  possession  of  the 
United  States, 

In  June  1898,  18,000  men,  under  the  leadership  of  General 
Shafter,  landed  near  Santiago,  Cuba.   A  regiment  that  had  been 
organized  by  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt  led  the  famous  charge. 
Another  attack  was  made  by  American  forces  who  landed  on  the  island 
of  Puerto  Rico  and  captured  it. 

The  fighting  stopped  in  August,  but  the  treaty  was  not  signed 
until  December,  in  Paris,  France.   In  return  for  the  Philippines 
the  United  States  gave  Spain  twenty  million  dollars.     The  other 
islands,  Puerto  Rico,  Gwam,  and  Cuba  were  given  to  the  U.S.  by 
treaty. 

Of  the  275,000  men  who  went  overseas,  about  5500  died,  but  only 
400  men  were  killed  in  battle.   The  others  died  of  yellow  fever  and 
other  uncontrolled  diseases. 

ALEX  ROBERTSON 

Alex  Robertson  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  War  (1898) . 
Alex  was  called  Sandy  because  he  was  a  Scotsman.   He  came  from 
Scotland  and  his  wife  Lily  came  from  England.   Alex,  Lily,  and  their 
son  John  came  across  the  ocean  with  Sandy's  father,  Jake  Robertson. 

The  Robertsons  had  worked  in  the  mines  at  Butte,  Montana 
before  coming  to  Firth.   Alex  had  been  in  the  Spanish-American  con- 
flict which  lasted  so  few  months.   This  was  in  189  8. 

In  1913,  Jake  Robertson  built  the  home  where  Quinns  live.   Jake 
and  his  son  Alex  also  built  the  house  where  Emil  Gentillon  lives,  south 
of  Firth.   Wally  Carlson  has  part  of  the  Robertson  farm. 
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John  Robertson  bought    the   farm   from  his    father,    Alex.      John 
was    a   teacher   and   taught   at  Aberdeen   for   several  years.      He   later 
moved   to  Montana. 

After  Alex  sold   the    farm  south   of   Firth   to  his   son  John,   he 
and  Lily  bought   a  place   in   town  just  north   of    the    first    one.      The 
Quinns    reside  just   a   few   doors   north. 

Alex  was   Justice   of   the  Peace   in   Firth.      He  was    also   a  Notary 
Public   and   clerk   of    the   city  board   of   Firth   in   1949-1950.      His  wife, 
Lily  was    registrar   for  many  years    of    the   Firth   precinct  west. 

Alex  and  Lilv  had   twin  boys    that   died   and   are  buried   in   the 
Firth   Cemetery.      Alex's   parents    and  his  wife   all  preceeded  him  in 
death.      All   are  buried   in   the   Firth   Cemetery. 

WORLD  WAR   I 

Greed,  hate,  desire  for  power,  and  trade  had  caused  a  division 
into  two  groups  in  Europe.   England,  France,  and  Russia  against 
Germany,  Austria,  and  Italy.   Diplomats  tried  to  settle  the  griev- 
ance when  they  saw  armed  forces  and  munitions  being  built  up.   With 
the  assassination  of  the  Prince  of  Austria,  a  Serbian,  and  his  wife, 
the  Russians  mobilized.   Germany  marched  through  Belgium,  killing 
many  thousands  of  men,  to  invade  France.   Great  Britian  had  promised 
to  protect  Belgium,  so  declared  war  on  Germany  and  Austria.   Italy 
broke  its  alliance  one  year  later  and  joined  England  and  France 
in  the  war.   Wilhelm,  the  Kaiser,  was  the  leader  of  the  Germans 
and  had  two  nations  to  fight;  France  in  the  west,  and  Russia  in  the 
east.   Much  of  this  fighting  was  in  water  soaked  trenches.   For 
four  years  the  war  raged.   Fierce  hand  to  hand  fighting  left  all 
Europe  scarred.   Chemical  Warfare  (poison  gas)  was  used.   Tanks 
and  artillery  warfare  also  played  a  big  part.   In  1914  Turkey 
entered  on  the  side  of  Germany.   Britian 's  powerful  navy  and 
submarines  were  its  best  weapons. 

The  United  States  had  tried  to  remain  neutral.   When  the 
Germans  sunk  the  U.S.  Vessel  "Lusitania",  killing  many  innocent 
people,  the  United  States  declared  war.  (April  6,  1917) 

Many  troops  were  sent  from  all  over  the  U.S.  to  fight,  and 
as  they  left  they  sang,  "Over  There"  and  "Keep  the  Home  Fires 
Burnin".   Thousands  never  returned  and  hundreds  of  those  who  did 
were  injured  for  life.   Their  only  desire  and  hope  was  that  peace 
would  exist  in  the  world. 

The  first  troops  arrived  in  Europe  in  1918,  and  numbered  about 
500,000.   They  helped  turn  the  tide  of  World  War  I,   General  Foch, 
a  French  officer,  was  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  allied  forces. 
On  all  fronts  the  Germans  met  with  defeat.   The  German  people  were 
tired  of  war,  and  a  revolution  broke  out  in  Germany. 

The  war  ended  at  last  on  November  11,  1918,  when  the  Armistice 
was  signed.   Fochs  had  the  papers  signed  in  a  railroad  car.   The 
troops  were  then  returned  home,  and  the  pursuits  of  life  were 
resumed. 
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The  following  list  of  names  are  those  people  from  the  Basalt- 
Firth  area  who  served  in  World  War  I.   Several  never  came  home. 
Great  effort  has  been  made  to  have  this  list  correct.   If  there 
are  any  errors  they  are  unintentional. 


Alfred  Armstrong 
George  Anthony 
Lawerence  E.  Anderson 
Ernest  Adolfson 
L.  Anderson 
Ed  Blair 
Lorenzo  Berg 
Albert  Burkman 
Clifford  C.  Badger 
Harold  Brighton 
Joel  A.  Burkman 
Walter  N.  Burkman 
Paul  Cederberg 
William  Cederberg 
Harvey  Crofts 
Frank  Chris tensen 
Theron  Chris tensen 
Foster  Curtis 
Leonard  Crony 
Carl  S.  Carlson 
Grantley  H.  Collet 
Roger  Davis 
John  L.  Davis 
George  C.  Davis 
Emil  Ekedahl 
Thomas  H.  Firth 
Joseph  Fisher 
Charles  A.  Farnsworth 
Legradn  Farnsworth 
Vernon  Gregorson 
Hans  J.  Gregorson 
Cyprian  Gentillon 
Boyd  D.  Gentillon 


J.  E.  Hansen 
Oliver  Harvey 
Henry  Hjelm 
Austin  Hanny 
Archie  Heaton 
Leonard  Jorgensen 
Vernon  Jorgensen 
Martin  Jorgensen 
Lorenzo  Jorgensen 
William  H.  Jemmett 
Andrew  Jorgensen 
Roscoe  Kimball 

Kingsf ord 
Earl  Kelsey 
John  Klabenes 
Dewain  Kent 
Francis  Kelsey 
Carl  Felix  Lofquist 
Francis  Landon 
Max  E.  Landon 
Raymond  G.  Leathern 
Charles  McCurdy 
Marlin  Mattson 
Martin  Mattson 
Clinton  Mecham 
Vance  Mitten 
George  L.  Mower 
John  H.  Miles 
Bill  Murphy 
Wallace  McBride 
Leslie  Nielsen 
Albin  A.  Nelson 

WORLD  WAR  II 


Oscar  Nelson 

Lester  Oyler 

Thomas  Orton 

John  Palleria 

Oscar  Peterson 

Dewey  Peterson 

Ephraim  Paulsen 

W.  E.  Rose 

Alma  Robinson 

Earl  Rogers 

William  Charles  Reid 

Anglo  M.  Saxton 

Oscar  Sorenson 

William  G.  Sorenson 

Raymond  E.  Steele 

William  Speas 

Ernest  Sthyl 

Jeff  Sage 

John  S  job  erg 

Emil  Sundquist 

Victor  Sundquist 

Ernest  Sundquist 

Edgar  Twitchell 

John  H.    Twitchell 

Cyrus  Tolman 

James  M.  Taylor 

Roy  Womak 

Lloyd  Walters 

Frank  Walters 

Charles  Walters 

Lester  Winschell 

George  Stallings 
5 


There  were  smoulderings  of  hate  and  desire  for  power  in 
several  places  in  the  world.   Such  men  as  Hitler  and  Mussolini 
encouraged  the  poorer  nations  to  rebell,  and  if  they  did  not,  they 
were  invaded.   Nazis  were  a  group  of  people  under  Hitler  who  wished 
to  conquer  the  world.   Appeasments  were  made  to  no  avail  and  in 
1939  Hitler  took  Czechoslavakia,  a  small  weak  country,  and  others 
followed.   Russia  and  Germany  became  allies.   Stalin  and  Hitler 
joined  forces.   Italy  became  allied  with  Germany.   All  of  Europe 
was  involved.   Russia  withdrew  her  support  from  Germany  and  became 
an  ally  with  Great  Britian. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  world,  Japan  had  also  begun  a  conquest 
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and  had  invaded  Manchuria  and  attacked  China.   She  became  an  ally 
with  Germany  and  Italy.   On  December  7,  1941,  the  Japanese  became 
bold  and  attacked  Pearl  Harbor,  a  neutral  territory  of  the  U.S. 
This  was  a  disastrous  blow  as  most  of  the  U.S.  naval  fleet  was 
anchored  at  Pearl  Harbor. 

On  December  8,  1941,  President  Roosevelt  asked  Congress  to 
declare  war  on  Japan.  This  was  done.  Three  days  later  Germany 
and  Italy  declared  war  on  the  U.  S. 

In  1941,  the  U.S.  Army  was  small,  but  not  for  long.   Our 
American  industry  was  the  greatest  in  the  world.   They  stopped  mak- 
ing cars  and  made  planes,  tanks,  and  ships  to  help  fight  a  war. 
Troops  were  called  and  trained  by  the  thousands.   U.S.  Bombers 
were  used  over-seas  and  this  weakened  the  enemy  forces  on  all  sides. 

On  June  6,  1944,  D  Day,  200,000  allied  troops  landed  on  the 
coast  of  France  under  the  leadership  of  General  Eisenhower  as 
Supreme  Commander  of  all  Allied  Troops.   Troops  crossed  the  English 
Channel.   Germany  was  bombed  and  enemy  forces  surrendered  by  the 
hundreds.   VE  Day,  May  7,  1945,  was  a  victory  in  Europe.   The  Nazi 
conquest  was  ended. 

In  the  Pacific  the  Americans  captured  one  island  after  another 
until  finally  the  battle  of  Iwo  Jina  and  Okaniwa.   These  battles 
proved  to  be  two  of  the  most  costly  in  the  war,  both  in  terms 
of  power  and  materials. 

President  Truman  finally  made  a  crucial  decision  to  use  the 
atomic  bomb.   In  August,  1945,  the  cities  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 
were  both  victims  of  this  terrible  weapon.   Japan  immediately  sur- 
rendered on  VJ  Day,  September  2,  1945.   Surrender  papers  were  signed 
by  Japan  on  board  the  battleship  "Missouri",  anchored  in  Toyko  Bay, 
Japan. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  servicemen  of  World  War  II,  Korean, 
and  Viet  Nam  Conflicts  from  the  Basalt-Firth  area. 


Verdun  L.  Andrus 
Leroy  Adolfson 
Ernest  Adolfson 
Robert  L.  Adolfson 
William  Andrews 
Dallas  Andrews 
Darrel  Andrews 
Beautmont  T.  Andrus 
Virginia  M.  Andrus 
Dallas  Anthony 
Orville  Anthony 
Ladd  C.  Armstrong 
Cyril  Armstrong 
Harley  Adams 
Robert  K.  Adams 
Franklin  Armstrong 
Reed  Armstrong 


Gay land  C.  Armstrong 
William  Armstrong 
Philip  Adamek 
Vernon  Anthony 
Jay  Anthony 
Sylvan  Anderson  Jr. 
Anton  Anderson 
James  Anderson 
Frank  Anderson 
LaWayne  Bates 
Glenn  Backlund 
Maurice  Backlund 
Leland  Backlund 
Gale  Baird 
Calvin  Baird 
Keith  Baird 
R.  Reed  Baird 


Lewis  Baird 
Jimmie  A.  Benham 
Deloy  Beesley 
John  W.  Berg 
Charles  M.  Berg 
Lavaun  Berg 
Kenneth  Berg 
Newell  Berg 
Jack  Blacketter 
Lynn  Blackeeter 
Lyle  Blackeeter 
Gary  Bolander 
Vance  Bolander 
Von  W.  Bolander 
Hans  W.  Bolstad 
Ben  C.  Bragg 
Eugene  Bragg 
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David  A.  Bragg 

Douglas  I.  Bragg 

Robert  A.  Brewerington 

Harold  Brewerington 

Victor  M.  Burkman 

James  Brantley 

Irvan  Beebe 

William  Bolinder 

Ronald  Beeleart 

Ronnie  Butler 

Roger  Butler 

James  L.  Butler 

Frank  Butler 

Glenn  Bateman 

Norman  Brighton 

Gary  Barrows 

Lamar  Barrus 

Ronald  Barrows 

Leon  Barrows 

Richard  Bee 

John  Bartusky 

Paul  Bergrren 

Glenn  Bergrren 

Thomas  Bybee 

Charles  R.  Burgess 

Michael  Briems 

John  R.  Baldwin 

Walter  Bithell 

Ralph  B rower 

Roy  Brower 

Lawerence  Brower 

Dallas  W.  Cederberg 

Carl  Chris tensen 

Elliott  Christof f erson 

Merlin  Chris  toff erson 

Floyd   Christof f erson 

Virgil  L.  Christof f erson 

Delbert  Clayson 

Elwin  W.  Clayson 

Grantley  H.  Collet 

Dallas  Clinger 

Ward  L.  Clinger 

Everett  Do  Condor 

Leslie  I.  Cooper 

Roy  Cooper 

Alvin  H.  Criddle 

Elmo  Crooks 

Sam  Collett 

John  Collet 

LaVar  Chaffin 

Carl  Carlson 

C.  Ray  Carlson 


Brent  D.  Carlson 
Randy  C,  Criddle 
Lloyd  Case 
Dennis  Croft 
Neil  Croft 
Glenn  Cederberg 
George  K.  Cederberg 
Glenn  F.  Cook 
Quentin  Christensen 
Jesse  D.  Dye 
Donald  Daw 
William  H.  Dye 
Donald  Dye 
Ronlad  K.  Dye 
Lynn  A.  Dye 
Maynard  Dye 
Gerald  I.  Dye 
Ben  Dye 
Boyd  Dye 
Ruel  Dye 
Norman  Dye 
Calvin  Dye 
Gary  K.  Dye 
Leland  Date 
Jay  Daines 
Donald  Daines 
Wendell  Daines 
Robert  L.  Dial 
William  C.  Daniels 
Bud  E.  Ellsworth 
Octavius  Etchiborn 
Daylyle  Esplin 
Don  M.  Esplin 
Frank  Erickson 
Donald  Ellsworth 
Bobby  Ellsworth 
Neil  F.  Frandsen 
Merlin  Frandsen 
Melvin  B.  Frandsen 
Marvin  Frandsen 
La  Mar  Frandsen 
Cecil  I.  Frandsen 
Jay  Farnsworth 
Edmond  Fallis 
Ermond  Fallis 
Donald  Fallis 
Horace  Fortner 
Melvin  Fisher 
Andrew  G.  Freeman 
Carl  Freeman 
Berry  Freeman 
Melvin  Freeman 


Franklin  Freeman 
Richard  Freeman 
Reed  Farrar 
Darrell  Farrer 
Eugene  Farrar 
Horace  Frederickson 
Charles  Furness 
Emil  Gentillon 
Roland  Gentillon 
Boyd  Gentillon 
Marcel  Gentillon 
Eldon  Gutherie 
Junior  Gardner 
Rex  Grange 
Mark  Gardner 
Ernest  Green 
Frank  L.  Gushwa 
Kenneth  Gunnarson 
Harold  Grout 
Mike  Goodson 
Elvin  Goodson 
Robert  L.  Garivs 
Wayne  Gifford 
Dean  Hansen 
Richard  Hacking 
Rue  Hansen 
Max  Hansen 
Myron  D.  Hansen 
Arthur  Hansen 
Harold  Hansen 
Kenneth  Hansen 
Glenn  Hansen 
La  Verl  Hansen 
Max  Heaton 
Terry  D.  Haggard 
Willard  Harkley 
Ed  Hall 
Phil  Hartley 
Ed  Hall 
Phil  Hatley 
Earl  Harris 
Steven  C.  Hess 
Ray  Hess 
Ivan  D.  Hansen 
Joseph  Hanny 
Austin  Hanny 
Clarence  Hjelm 
Rex  Hjelm 
Keith  Hedricks 
Delos  Hoskins 
Gary  Howell 
Boyd  Howell 
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Dean  Howell 
Willis  F.  Howell 
Ronald  0.  Howell 
Max  Howell 
Jerry  Howell 
Herbert  W.  Howell 
Dean  Hone 

Floyd  Orin  Hillman 
Richard  Hokanson 
J.  B.  Hokanson 
Levi  Hampton 
Eugene  Higley 
Willard  Higley 
Ronald  C.  Hughes 
Linn  Hutchinson 
Lloyd  Hutchinson 
Commodore  Hunter 
Jack  Hunter 
Forrest  Hunter 
Lewis  Humphries 
Keith  Humphries 
Milo  Jacobsen 
Odell  Jacobsen 
Joseph  Jemmett 
Russell  Jemmett 
George  Jemmett 
Joe  E.  Jemmett 
Leslie  Jemmett 
Jack  B.  Just 
Charles  Just 
Richard  Just 
Kyle  J.  Just 
Taeo  Johnson 
Norman  Johnson 
Morris  Johnson 
Boyd  Johnson 
Val  Johnson 
Garth  Johnson 
Harold  E.  Johnson 
Howard  H.  Johnson 
Dean  C.  Johnson 
Orfus  Johnson 
Willard  Johnson 
Kenneth  Johnson 
Irvin  Johnson 
Clarence  Johnson 
Jay  Johnson 
Gregory  Johnson 
Randy  Johnson 
Brent  Johnson 
Keith  Johnson 


Stephen  Johnson 
Robert  Johnson 
Maurice  Johnson 
Max  Johnson 
Lyle  Johnson 
Elmer  Johns 
DelRay  Johns 
Richard  Jones 
Elvin  Dale  Jolley 
Kenneth  Jolley 
Wilma  Jolley 
Ralph  Jenkins 
Bob  Jenkins 
Fred  Jenkins 
Merle  Jensen 
Ronald  Jensen 
Rulon  T.  Jensen 
Merrill  Jensen 
Jarvis  Jensen 
Murray  Jensen 
Daune  Jensen 
LaVerl  Jose 
Gary  D.  Killpack 
Verle  Kotter 
Peter  C.  Kontes 
John  Kontes 
Claude  Kelsey 
Duen  Kelsey 
Dion  Kelsey 
Dix  Kelsey 
David  Kelsey 
Lewis  D.  Kelsey 
Verl  Kidman 
Dale  Kruse 
Ralph  Kruse 
Howard  Keller 
Lorenzo  Kimball 
Laverne  Keller 
Pete  Kent 
Kay  L.  Kremin 
Raymond  Kremin 
Ronald  M.  Larsen 
Don  Larsen 
Edwin  Larsen 
Berkley  J.  Larsen 
Yale  W.  Larson 
John  Larson 
Roy  Ladd 
Leon  Landon 
Merlin  Landon 
Geo  La  Cheminant 


Bernard  C.  Lee 
Ted  Lockyer 
Robert  Lockyer 
Caroline  Lockyer 
Richard  D.  Lockyer 
Thomas  Lockyer 
Terry  Lockyer 
Merlin  Lockyer 
Eugene  Lockyer 
Lyle  Lindsay 
Floyd  Lindsay 
Eugene  Linn 
Lily  Linn 
Alan  Lyon 
Melvin  G.  Lyon 
John  B.  Lyon 
Kenneth  Lyon 
Wendell  Lyon 
Elvin  Lyon 
Everett  Lyon 
Amon  Lyon 
Max  Lyon 
Richard  Lott 
Richard  Matheson 
Leland  Matheson 
James  Just  Mattson 
Richard  L.  Mads en 
Lionel  Madsen 
Heward  Madsen 
W.  H.  Manion 
Leon  McConville 
Gene  Matthews 
Max  Merrill 
Hyrum  Mecham 
Vovd  Mecham 
Curtis  Mecham 
Kenneth  Mecham 
Donald  L.  Mecham 
Donald  H.  Mecham 
Devon  Mecham 
John  Mecham 
Ronald  Marsden 
Verl  J.  Meina 
Charles  G.  McCurdy 
Bert  Kay  McCurdy 
John  Meek 
John  McCracken 
Forney  Mclnelly 
Avery  Mclnelley 
Rubec  Mclnelly 
Dean  Mclnnely 
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Bobby  Mclnnelly 
Devan  Mclnelly 
Bobby  McSpadden 
George  McConnville 
Wallace  McBride 
Frank  Muguira 
Ardean  Messick 
Donald  J.  Messick 
Ray  Messick 
Robert  Messick 
Warren  Miles 
Frank  J.  Miles 
Dick  Miles 
Paul  Miles 
Angus  Miles 
Harold  Miles 
Arthur  Miles 
Roland  J.  Mitchell 
Derryl  Mitchell 
Fred  Mitchell 
Gene  Mitchell 
Elmo  Morgan 
Richard  McNee 
Dean  McNee 
Kent  Miller 
James  L.  Miller 
Robert  Miller 
John  D.  Morris 
Delar  Morris 
Garth  Morris 
Dennis  0.  Munson 
John  Mundt 
George  R.  Munrt 
Wesley  Murphy 
Donald  Neilson 
Sterling  Neilson 
Wayne  T.  Nelson 
Carl  Nelson 
Lavel  Nelson 
Francis  Nelson 
Wayne  K.  Nelson 
Rex  Nelson 
Virgil  R.  Nelson 
Duane  Nelson 
Norris  Nelson 
Gale  Nelson 
Dale  R.  Nelson 
Van  Nelson 
Daren  Nelson 
Arthur  Neihart 
Keith  Nickerson 
Kenneth  Nungester 


Leonard  Olsen 
Ray  Olsen 
Jack  Olsen 
Gaylen  F.  Olsen 
Merlin  Orton 
Delbert  Orton 
William  Orton 
Dennis  Ockerman 
Vern  Ockerman 
Lamon  Overs on 
Alonzo  Overson 
Fred  Overson 
Jimmie  Overson 
Jerry  Overson 
Lonnie  Overson 
Willard  Paskett 
Lynn  Parris 
Lavon  Parrish 
Verne  L,  Parrish 
Steve  F.  Phillips 
Mark  L.  Phillips 
Eldon  Peterson 
Dallas  Peterson 
Charles  Peterson 
George  L.  Peterson 
Dean  M.  Peterson 
Arlan  M.  Peterson 
Ross  Peterson 
Oscar  Peterson 
Jewell  Peterson 
June  Prestwich 
Verdell  Prestwich 
Warren  Prestwich 
Farris  Pixton 
Elizabeth  Poulsen 
Robert  Poulsen 
Larry  Ploson 
Jim  Pierce 
Kenneth  Pratt 
Dale  Quinn 
Elwin  Quinn 
Delmont  Quinn 
Wallace  Quinn 
Robert  Quinn 
Robert  Ringer 
Gene  Rischell 
Vincent  Reid 
James  Reid 
Lloyd  Reid 
Fred  Reid 
Wayne  Rose 
Fred  Robinson 


Guy  Robinson 
Bud  Robinson 
Jimmie  Robinson 
Gale  Robinson 
Milan  F.  Roundy 
Jerald  Dale  Roundy 
LeRoy  Rogers 
Rudolph  E.  Rogers 
Bud  Rogers 
Norman  Rogers 
John  Rogers 
Wayne  Ross 
Charley  Ross 
Charles  Roos 
Eddie  Russell 
Ronald  Russell 
Riley  Saxton 
A.  Ellis  Saxton 
Floyd  Scott 
Irvin  Scott 
Ishmael  Scott 
Bob  Shafer 
Fred  E.  Shockey 
Lamaun  Shockey 
Lonnie  Shockey 
Jerry  Schockey 
Jimmy  Shockey 
Monte  Short 
Eddie  Short 
Philip  Short 
Wayne  L.  Short 
Dennis  Speas 
Gene  Speas 
Mervin  Sorenson 
Erland  Sorenson 
Verdal  Sorenson 
Richard  D,  Sorenson 
Gale  Stallings 
Cletus  Slavens 
Neil  Stoddard 
Ernest  Sundquist 
Emil  Sundquist 
Victor  Sundquist 
Fred  Sundquist 
Donald  Steele 
Bryce  Stringham 
Forrest  Stringham 
Terry  Staples 
Lyle  Staples 
Darrell  Staples 
Kent  A,  Summers 
Wendell  Sessions 
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Tommy  Soelberg 
Dale  Do  Steck 
Max  Snow 
Robert  Staffler 
Melvin  Steffler 
Martin  Steffler 
Fred  Steffler 
Edwin  Styhl 
Philip  Styhl 
Hilmer  Styhl 
Dewey  Styhl 
Jay  Lloyd  Stolworthy 
Stephen  Stolworthy 
Charles  R.  Slayton 
Thomas  Slayton 
Jimmie  Shikashio 
Joseph  Swenson 
Ervin  D.  Swenson 
Timothy  Swenson 
Arvin  So  Seybold 
Erne  Tschikof 


All  who  serve  th 
ly  women  enlist  to  ge 
world. 


Walter  Tschikof 
Arlin  Taylor 
Keith  Taylor 
Dick  Telford 
Earl  Tew 
Marvin  Trent 
Bud  Trappett 
George  Twitchell 
Keith  Twitchell 
Carson  Thompson 
Cyril  Thompson 
La  Var  Thompson 
Melvin  Thompson 
Dwight  Vickery 
Joe  Urriona 
Fred  Unsworth 
Robert  E.  Warren 
L.  Bc  Walton 
Jim  Wilson 
Mitton  Wilson 
Ernest  G.  West 


Clyde  Weatherston 

Gail  Wools tenhulme 

Sherman  Whitworth 

Charles  Wiseman 

John  Weeding 

Keith  Whittle 

Theron  Whitman 

Ronald  Whitman 

Elzo  White  Jr. 

Elzo  White  Sr. 

Ronlad  J.  Whiting 

George  J.  Wernette 

Gayle  Wooton 

Thomas  Williams 

Dale  Wicklund 

Almosa  Womack 

Firth  Womack 

Deward  Womack 

Elmo  R.  Winterbottom 

Dennis  J.  Yorgensen 
7 


WOMEN  IN  THE  ARMED  FORCES 
e  call  of  their  country  are  not  men.   Occasional- 
t  experience  and  training  and  to  see  more  of  the 


ELIZABETH  ANDERSON  POULSEN 

Elizabeth  is  the  only  daughter  of  James  Andersen  and  Olga 
Hansen  Anderson.   Her  parents  were  Danish.   James  was  a  farmer. 
Elizabeth  attended  Basalt  Grade  School  and  Firth  High  School.   She 
had  one  year  at  BYU. 

While  attending  school  at  the  'Y'  she  remembers  hearing  this 
story:   The  setting  of  the  story  is  India.   Two  India  children  were 
sent  into  the  woods  to  perish  because  their  family  were  too  poor 
to  provide  for  them.   A  wolf  adopted  these  children.   Her  own 
wolf lings  had  died,  and  she  was  a  nursing  mother.   She  nursed  and 
cared  for  these  children.   Later  they  were  found  and  sent  to  an 
India  orphanage.   The  one  girl  was  twelve  at  this  time  and  the  other 
was  seven.   They  had  a  hard  time  adjusting  while  they  were  in  the 
orphanage.   They  would  rise  out  of  bed  and  creep  on  all  fours  as 
animals  do.   The  older  girl  crept  out  of  bed  one  night,  caught  a 
chicken  and  ate  it  raw,  entrails  and  all.   Later  as  the  girls 
became  more  civilized  and  were  told  of  these  incidents ,  they  were 
embarrassed. 

The  younger  girl  was  delicate  and  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 
The  older  girl,  eighteen  at  this  time  showed  no  signs  of  emotion. 
Later,  the  teachers  found  her  sad  and  shedding  tears ,      They  rea- 
lized she  was  feeling  the  absence  of  her  younger  sister.   She 
lived  until  she  was  twenty  years  old. 
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Elizabeth    filled   a  mission   for   the   L.D.S.    Church   in   1942-1943 
and  joined   the  Waves    on  November   13,    1944.      She  spent   all   of  her 
time   in   the   U.S.    as    a   "dryland  sailor".      She  was    a   group   leader 
at   Camp   Elliott,    California.      She  was    discharged  March    18,    1946.      She 
and  her  husband,    Robert,    are  members    of   American  Legion  Bonneville 
Post    #56 

DIANE  STRINGHAM 

Another  girl  who  once  lived  in  Basalt  and  joined  the  Women's 
Air  Force  is  Diane  Stringham.   Diane  is  the  oldest  daughter  of  June 
Sant  and  Bryce  Stringham  of  Ogden,  Utah.   Diane  graduated  from  high 
school  in  Ogden. 

Diane  joined  the  Air  Force  in  July,  1969,  and  received  her 
basic  training  in  Texas,  then  was  sent  to  Mississippi.   She  is 
now  at  Warren  Air  Force  Base  in  Cheyenne,  Wyoming.   She  has  served 
two  years  of  her  four  year  term.   She  was  married  July  30,  1971, 
and  is  now  living  near  Cheyenne  with  her  husband. 

CAROLINE  LOCKYER 

Caroline  was  a  twin  to  Evelyn  Lockyer.   She  was  a  girl  who 
spent  much  time  in  the  mountains  during  the  time  that  her  parents 
were  running  a  store  and  post  office  on  Cedar  Creek.   The  older 
children  attended  school  there. 

Caroline  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   She  was 
inducted  into  the  U.S.  Army  as  a  volunteer.   She  spent  twenty- 
two  months  in  Japan,  most  of  the  time  as  an  Army  nurse  in  Tokyo. 

LILY  F.  LINN 

Lily  was  the  first  woman  soldier  from  Firth.   She  joined  the 
service  in  October,  1942.   She  was  in  England  in  1945  during  World 
War  II.   She  served  with  a  station  complement  squadron  at  an  Air 
Service  Command  Depot  in  England.   The  Air  Service  Command  in  England 
reports  that  she  was  a  key  woman  behind  the  scenes  of  the  supply 
of  war  materials  in  Europe.   Her  work  was  connected  with  the  pro- 
blems that  accompanied  moving  equipment  to  the  men  in  the  combat 
forces.   She  was  overseas  for  six  months. 

Before  joining  the  service  she  was  employed  by  John's  Grocery. 
Her  husband  is  Gene  B.  Linn  of  the  Air  Force,  now  stationed  in 
Texas . 

WILMA  JOLLEY-FIRST  LIEUTENANT 

Wilma  was  raised  around  Firth  and  Kimball.   She  is  the  daughter 
of  Ervin  and  Arvilla  Young  Jolley.   Her  mother  is  deceased.   Her 
father  has  remarried  and  lives  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Wilma  attended  school  at  Goshen  and  Firth  where  she  was  a  high 
school  graduate.   She  took  nurses  training  in  the  General  Hospital 
in  Pocatello  where  she  worked  as  a  nurse  before  joining  the  Army. 
She  spent  several  years  as  an  Army  nurse  in  Japan. 
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After  her  discharge  she  married  Steven  Andrade  of  Oakley, 
California.   At  present  the  Andrades  live  at  Hayward,  where  Wilma 
is  employed  as  a  nurse  at  one  of  the  hospitals.   The  two  Andrade 
children,  a  boy  and  a  girl,  are  married. 

PLACES  OF  DUTY 

Our  boys  made  a  big  sacrifice  of  their  education,  marriage, 
and  careers  to  answer  the  call  of  service  to  their  country.   It 
will  not  be  possible  to  name  each  boy's  training  and  the  countries 
where  they  were  stationed.   An  attempt  will  be  made  to  name  all 
of  the  countries  and  lands  where  our  boys  collectively  visited  and 
served. 

Some  were  trained  at  Fort  Knox  and  Fort  Campbell,  Kentucky; 
Fort  Lewis,  Washington;  Lackland  and  Shepphard  Field,  Texas; 
San  Diego  and  Fort  Ord,  California. 

They  were  stationed  in  Saigon,  Viet  Nam,  the  Philippines, 
Korea,  Japan,  Panama,  Puerto  Rico,  Africa,  Italy,  Hawaii,  Lebanon, 
France,  the  Mediterranean,  South  Seas,  Germany,  Austria,  England, 
Okinawa,  Iran,  Belgium,  the  Orient,  Greenland,  Iceland,  and  the 
South  Pacific. 

WAR  CASUALTIES 

LEMAUN  BERG 

LeMaun  was  the  son  of  Hans  and  Tena  Berg  of  Basalt.   He  was 
a  twin  to  LeVaun  Berg.   He  was  serving  in  Australia  when  a  rock 
from  a  blast  hit  him  in  the  back  above  his  kidney.   LeMaun  had 
to  wash  his  own  wound,  but  an  infection  set  it.   He  was  paralyzed 
from  the  hips  down  and  was  unable  to  get  home.   He  died  in  Austra- 
lia in  1948„   He  was  never  married. 

NEWELL  BERG 

Newell  was  four  years  younger  than  LeMaun  and  there  was  just 
a  year  between  the  deaths  of  the  two  brothers.   Newell  was  a 
captain  in  the  Marines.   He  was  leading  a  group  of  leathernecks 
in  trying  to  make  a  landing  in  Saipan  when  he  was  shot  by  the 
Japanese  before  he  could  make  it  to  the  shelter  of  the  trees. 
He  died  on  that  island  of  the  wounds.   He  was  not  married. 
He  was  a  coach  in  Bozeman,  Montana  at  the  time  he  joined  the  Marines. 

REED  ARMSTRONG 

Reed,  the  son  of  Ellis  and  Arlene  Armstrong,  was  killed  in 
England  in  1943.   He  was  a  tail  gunner  on  one  of  the  big  bombers. 
The  plane  crashed  while  coming  in  from  a  bombing  mission,  killing 
the  entire  crew. 

AUSTIN  H.  HANNY 

Austin  was  the  son  of  Albert  Frank  Hanny  and  Nellie  Florence 
Dye  Hanny.   He  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   He  was  commissionet 


401 


a  First  Lieutenant  and  was  a  pilot  of  a  B-29.   He  flew  combat 
missions  over  Japan.   After  the  treaty  was  signed  he  went  on 
"Mercy  Flights"  dropping  food  and  clothing  to  prisoners.   Four 
miles  off  Saipan  over  the  ocean,  the  motor  caught  fire.   The  crew 
jumped  and  five  men  were  rescued.   Austin,  however,  was  never  found. 

CHARLES  FURNESS 

Charles  Furness  was  the  son  of  Clara  Copa  and  Alfred  Furness  of 
Basalt.   He  served  in  the  Navy  as  a  Chief  Petty  Officer.   He  was  in 
Hawaii  aboard  ship  when  he  suffered  a  heart  attack.   He  had  worked 
in  the  Phonour  and  Radar  Department.   He  had  a  wife,  Jean,  and  a 
sixteen  month  old  daughter  at  the  time- 

MARVIN  FRANDSEN 

Marvin  was  the  son  of  Victor  F.  and  Luella  Pope  Frandsen.   He 
was  in  the  Air  Force  and  flying  missions  from  Australia  to  New 
Guiena.   He  and  his  crew  were  shot  down  by  Japanese  fishing  boats 
and  there  were  no  survivors. 

Marvin  was  an  exceptionally  brilliant  boy.   He  was  helpful  to 
all  who  needed  help.   He  could  work  in  any  capacity  and  do  a  fine 
job.   Marvin  was  a  CPL  Bonded  Squad. 

THOMAS  FIRTH 

Thomas  Firth  was  the  son  of  Lorenzo  and  Dorcas  Firth.   He 
was  killed  in  action  in  World  War  I.  He  was  a  basketball  player. 
He  was  never  married. 

THEREN  CHRISTENSEN 

Theren  was  a  brother  of  Frank  Christensen.   He  was  a  Private 
in  the  Sixth  Division  Engineers.   He  was  not  killed  in  action,  but 
was  gassed  and  shell  shocked  during  World  War  I.   He  was  not  married, 

EDGAR  TWITCHELL 

Mr.  Twitchell  served  in  the  Army  Engineers  during  World  War  I. 
He  was  wounded  and  shell  shocked.   He  is  buried  in  Boise.   He  is 
a  brother  of  Alfred  Twitchell. 

MORRIS  EDGAR  TWITCHELL 

Morris  Edgar  Twitchell  is  the  nephew  of  Alfred  Twitchell.   He 
was  in  the  Army  Medical  Corp  in  World  War  II-   He  was  in  the  Battle 
of  the  Bulge  and  killed  in  action.   He  is  buried  in  France.   His 
wife,  two  daughters,  and  a  son  live  in  Pocatello. 

RONALD  LANDON 

Mr.  Landon  was  lost  at  sea  in  the  Pacific  during  World 
War  II. 

EMIL  EKEDAHL 

Emil  lived  on  the  Ernest  Mickelsen  place  in  Riverview.   He  died 
of  influenza  about  1919  while  in  the  army. 
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HAROLD  GROUT 

Harold  Grout  is  the  husband  of  Melva  Staples.   During  World  War 
II  he  was  stationed  in  France  with  the  Army  Engineers  as  a  truck  driver. 
He  was  first  reported  missing  in  action,  but  later  it  was  found  that  he 
had  been  shot  and  killed  instantly.   This  was  in  1944.   He  left  a 
widow  and  two  daughters. 

BOYD  GENTILLON 

Boyd  was  the  second  son  of  Cyprian  and  Marie  Gentillon  of 
Riverview  or  West  Firth.   He  was  stationed  with  the  Army  in  Fort 
Douglas  in  1937.   He  and  a  friend  were  tobogganning  and  hit  a 
rock.   The  friend  was  killed  instantly,  and  Boyd  was  paralyzed  and 
died  within  a  short  time. 

Cyprian  said  that  he  was  outside  just  before  Bill  Cederberg 
brought  the  news  of  Boyd's  death.   He  saw  an  American  Flag  in  the 
sky  and  this  made  him  wonder  until  he  received  the  news  of  the  death. 
Boyd  was  net  married. 

RAEO  JOHNSON 

Raeo  Johnson  was  the  youngest  son  of  Hans  and  Dora  Johnson  of 
Basalt.   Raeo  married  Verna  Hansen,  daughter  of  George  and  Belle 
Teeples  Hansen  of  Goshen.   Raeo  was  in  France  during  the  Battle  of 
the  Bulge  when  he  was  killed  by  a  bomb.   He  was  in  the  infantry 
during  World  War  II.   Verna  married  Raeo's  cousin,  Willard.   She 
has  a  beauty  shop  in  Shelley.9 

JOHN  PALLERIA 

John  was  not  a  casualty  of  the  war,  but  has  an  interesting 
wartime  story.   He  is  the  son  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Palleria 
of  Curings,  Italy.   He  came  to  America  at  age  15  and  worked  for 
the  railroad  in  Iowa.   He  came  to  Idaho  and  homesteaded  in 
Paradise  Valley,   He  wanted  to  become  a  U.S.  citizen,  so  when  World 
War  I  broke  out,  he  joined  the  U.S.  Army  and  received  instant 
citizenship.   He  was  with  the  Sunset  Division  in  France  and  Germany. 

SERVICE  OCCUPATIONS 

It  is  not  possible  to  tell  of  each  boys  service  occupation 
separately.   To  save  space  and  time,  occupations  of  the  men  in 
the  service  will  be  mentioned  collectively. 

They  begin  with:   Construction,  radio,  guard,  welder,  signal 
corps,  chief  petty  officer,  missiles,  transport,  engineers  corps, 
infantry,  mechanized  service,  bugler,  flight  mechanic,  chemical 
air  force,  shore  patrol,  helicopter,  dental  specialist,  clerical 
work,  medical,  gunners,  etc. 

Many  of  the  boys  and  girls  received  awards  for  bravery  and 
fighting  ability  that  have  not  been  reported.   Some  of  the  boys 
have  made  the  service  a  career  and  have  been  around  the  world. 
Many  of  the  boys  are  still  doing  duty  overseas. 

An  earnest  attempt  has  been  made  to  include  all  the  men  and 
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women  who  served  in  the  armed  forces.   An  apology  is  extended  here 
if  by  oversight  some  have  not  been  mentioned. 

Our  hearts  go  out  to  the  boys  who  have  left  their  homes  and 
education,  and  who  hope  for  the  day  when  there  will  be  peace  and 
the  wars  will  be  over. 

INDUCTION  CLOSED  1947-1948 

The  induction  of  young  men  into  the  service  was  closed  for 
nine  months  in  1947  after  World  War  II.   It  was  brought  back  into 
activity  in  1948.   When  the  Selective  Service  closed,  all  men 
over  35  years  of  age  were  exempt.   Today,  19  71,  all  young  able-bodied 
men  over  26  are  exempt  except  those  in  the  reserves. 

Since  hostilities  were  not  totally  ceased  at  the  end  of  World 
War  II,  and  the  immediate  occurance  of  the  Korean  War,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  which  boys  were  in  World  War  II  and  which 
ones  have  been  involved  in  Viet  Nam.   From  all  angles,  this  history 
will  probably  not  contain  all  service  men  since  the  sixties,  as 
the  availability  of  this  information  is  difficult  to  sort  out. 
Most  that  have  been  listed  here  were  involved  in  World  War  II. 
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WHAT  STORIES  IT  COULD  TELL 


MUTE  TESTIMONY  of  the  valor,  the  bloodshed 
and  the  heartaches  of  the  Civil  War  is  the  tat- 
tered and  bloodstained  hand-sewn  flag  carried  by 
the  Oktibeeha  County  Plowboys  in  the  never-to- 
be-forgotten  struggle  between  the  north  and  the 
south.  Holding  up  the  precious  tlag,  which  Ins 
been  pinned  to  oilcloth  to  help  preserve  it,  are 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Campbell,  Kigby,  granddaughter 


of  William  Oroen  Quinn,  who  was  the  proud 
bearer  of  the  Hag,  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hi!!,  Kigby. 
Three  colors  wer«  used  in  the  fi8  by  48  inch  fa ..;. 
Still  intact  are  the  seven  white  six-pointed  stars 
on  the  blue  background,  and  still  legible  are  the 
memorable  words  printed  in  p?.int  arrows  the 
center  —  "Oktibeeha  Plow  Boys  —  Victory  or 
Death."  (Photo  by  Post  Register) 
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ATOMIC  ENERGY  COMMISSION 


When  nuclear  energy  was  first  started  about  twenty  years  ago, 
some  people  were  in  the  act  of  moving  away  from  the  country.   Be- 
cause of  lack  of  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  control  of  the 
atomic  energy,  they  presumed  a  danger  from  the  fallout  and/or  a 
severe  explosion. 

The  world  was  startled  when  the  first  nuclear  electrical 
power  was  displayed  on  December  20,  1951  at  Arco.   A  huge  bulb  was 
lighted  by  electricity  produced  from  atomic  energy.   This  happened 
at  the  Reactor  Testing  Station  near  Idaho  Falls. 

On  December  14,  19  71  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission  celebrated 
their  Twentieth  Anniversary.   Representative  Orval  Hansen,  R-Idaho 
a  member  of  the  Joint  Congressional  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  was 
present.   A  tour  was  made  of  the  historic  breeder  reactor  #2.   The 
day  was  climaxed  with  a  public  banquet  at  which  the  national  AEC 
Congressional  and  power  industry  officials  were  present. 

During  these  twenty  years,  the  energy  has  been  kept  under 
control  and  the  AEC  has  offered  employment  to  hundreds  of 
Snake  River  Valley  people,  both  men  and  women.   These  employees 
commute  to  and  from  the  site  each  eight  hour  shift,  twenty-four 
hours  each  day. 

This  industry  has  helped  keep  unemployment  down  in  the 
country,  and  has  transferred  a  high  type  of  people  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States  to  do  the  important  details.   These  people 
are  artisans  in  their  particular  field  and  are  experienced 
in  the  work  in  which  they  are  involved.   Twenty-five  to  thirty 
people  from  Firth  and  Basalt  are  working  at  the  site  and  live 
at  home.   Before  the  shutdown  of  part  of  the  site,  an  additional 
twenty-five  to  thirty  people  had  been  employed  there. 

The  AEC  has  brought  progress  and  industry  to  our  community. 
The  people  who  work  at  the  site  are  home  owners  and  public 
spirited  citizens.   They  spend  their  income  in  the  community 
and  their  children  attend  local  schools.   These  people  love 
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their  country  and  their  God,   They  are  the  choice  citizens 
of  our  community. 

KEITH  WHITTLE  AND  DAUNA  SEVIERS 

Keith's  parents,  J.  F.  Whittle  and  Hazel  Durney ,  came  from 
Rigby,   Dauna's  parents,  Carol  Seviers  and  Lellie  Winder,  were 
from  Ucon.   The  younger  people,  Keith  and  Dauna,  came  to  Firth 
from  Idaho  Falls  in  1960.   They  bought  the  Johnson  place  from 
Al  Tschiof, 

Dauna  has  been  an  Avon  Representative  for  several  years, 
and  she  also  likes  sewing  and  music.   Keith  served  his  military 
assignment  in  the  Air  Force.   He  is  employed  at  the  AEC,  where 
he  commutes  to  and  from  work  each  day,   Keith  served  as  a 
Councilman  of  the  Firth  Town  Board  in  1962  and  as  Chairman  in 
1965. 

Keith  and  Dauna  have  five  children:   Brenda  K. ,  who  received 
a  full  scholarship  to  BYU;  Jack  M. ,  who  was  Seminary  Secretary 
during  high  school  and  is  at  present  attending  Ricks  College; 
Patty  S.,  Holly  A.,  and  Scott  K. ,  are  in  elementary  school  in 
Firth , 

WILLARD  HORKLEY  AND  GRACE  KILLIAN 

The  Horkleys  came  to  Firth  from  Ammon  in  1952.   They 
bought  a  home  from  Al  Tschiof  in  Firth,  which  was  on  part  of 
the  Firth  Homestead. 

Willard  enlisted  in  the  Army  in  World  War  II.   He  spent 
five  hundred  and  fifty  days  in  actual  combat  in  Africa  and 
Europe,  working  as  a  tank  mechanic.   Willard  is  employed  by 
Argonne  National  Laboratories  and  commutes  each  day  to  and 
from  work. 

Grace  attended  ISU  for  two  years.   She  has  been  a  4-H 
leader  for  four  years,  and  was  President  of  LCW  for  two  years. 
The  Horkleys  attend  the  Lutheran  Church,  where  Brenda  was 
organist  for  a  time. 

The  Horkleys  have  four  talented  children:   Brenda  K. ,  who 
likes  art,  and  was  in  4-H  for  two  years;  Jay  W. ,  who  was  presi- 
dent of  Luther  League;  Susan  C. ,  who  was  officially  Miss 
Blackfoot  Junior  Miss  in  19 70 .   Susan  liked  drama  and  speech, 
and  had  two  years  of  4-H.   Dan  S,,  was  a  sports  fan.   He 
went  to  state  for  his  team  in  athletics.   The  children  were 
all  graduates  of  Firth  High  School, 

LAWERENCE  AND  ILENE  BEASLEY 

The  Beasleys  came  from  the  Dakotas  to  Firth  in  1964. 
Lawerence  had  attended  school  for  five  years  in  Colorado. 

The  Beasleys  bought  a  small  acreage  from  Thomas  Chris  ten- 
sen  on  the  West  River  Road.   The  place  is  part  of  the  Burkman's 
Homestead.   The  Beasleys  have  remodeled  the  house  that  was  on 
the  place  and  have  made  some  additions,  one  of  which  is  an 
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attractive  fireplace.  They  have  some  horses.  The  family 
loves  to  horseback  ride  and  go  fishing.  Mr.  Beasley  does 
a  great  deal  of  carpentry  work. 

The  Beasleys  attend  the  Methodist  Church  in  Shelley. 
They  have  five  children:   Susan,  a  student  at  Firth  High  School, 
Curtis,  Janet,  Lowell,  and  Annette. 

RUEL  DYE  AND  CARLA  ANDERSON 

Ruel  comes  from  the  early  settlers,  the  son  of  Maiden 
and  Ruth  Dye,  and  is  the  grandson  of  William  and  Julia  Dye, 
who  were  the  first  people  in  Firth.   Ruel  is  a  graduate  from 
Firth  High  School.   He  filled  a  mission  to  the  Western  States 
in  1955-57.   Ruel  was  in  Germany  with  the  Army  after  the 
Korean  conflict.   He  graduated  from  USU,  and  is  an  engineer 
for  the  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   His  home  is  southeast  of 
Firth. 

Carla  was  a  Blackfoot  girl,  and  likes  to  sew.   Ruel  is 
happy  when  he  can  go  hunting. 

The  Aimwssss  have  six  children:   Eric  R.  ,  Joel  V., 
Elliott  J.,  Samuel  J.,  Alicia  and  Angela.   They  all  attend 
Firth  Elementary  School. 

CALVIN  DYE  AND  MARILYN  PETERSEN 

Calvin  is  a  younger  brother  of  Ruel  and  is  also  a  graduate 
of  Firth  High  School  and  Ricks  College.   He  spent  two  years  at 
USU  in  Logan,  Utah.   He  is  an  Electrical  Engineer  at  the  AEC. 

Marilyn  is  a  graduate  of  Ricks  College.   She  has  worked 
in  music  in  the  LDS  Church  since  she  was  a  girl.   She  has 
given  eleven  years  of  her  musical  ability  to  the  Firth  Ward. 
Marilyn  is  Junior  Sunday  School  Coordinator.   She  likes  to 
cook  and  sew.   Calvin  likes  hunting  and  fishing,  and  usually 
brings  in  some  meat  for  his  family. 

Calvin  and  Marilyn  have  been  active  in  their  church  and 
community  activities.   They  are  raising  a  family  of  seven: 
Lori ,  Neil,  Deanne,  Kimberly,  Alan,  Amy,  and  a  new  baby  boy 
born  in  Actober,  1971.   The  children  attend  elementary  school 
in  Firth. 

DENNIS  SPEAS  AND  NEDRA  JOHNSON 

When  the  Speas  first  came  to  Basalt  in  1960,  they  bought 
a  home  from  Mrs.  Richards  where  Mary  Duce  Kidd  now  lives.   When 
Frank  and  Mardella  Coil  were  seeking  buyers  for  their  home  in 
1965,  Dennis  and  Nedra  decided  to  buy  the  Coil  home  because 
it  had  more  room  for  their  growing  family  and  garden  space. 

Nedra' s  parents  are  Andy  and  Bertha  Johnson  of  Basalt. 
Dennis's  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  R.  Speas  of  Woodville. 
Dennis  received  his  education  at  Shelley,  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school.   He  spent  two  years  in  New  York  as  a 
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missionary .   He  attended  night  school  for  ten  years,  majoring 
in  math  and  photography. 

Dennis  does  custom  photography  work  as  a  hobby  in  his  home. 
He  is  an  Assistant  Programmer  for  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company. 

Nedra  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  a  business 
school.   She  attended  Ricks  College  one  year  and  was  employed 
by  Challenge  Creamery  before  her  employment  with  Idaho  Supreme. 

The  Speas  have  five  children,  Julie,  Kyle,  Kristi,  Koreen, 
and  Ryan,  who  attend  Firth  schools. 

ALVIN  NIELSEN  AND  ALLEEN  GRANGE 

Alvin  came  by  his  clerical  ability  from  his  mother,  Ruby 
Neilson,  who  has  worked  in  offices  for  many  years.   Alvin 
graduated  from  Shelley  High  School  and  Ricks  College.   He 
served  two  years  as  a  missionary  for  the  L.D.S.  Church  for 
the  Shelley  5th  Ward  from  1962-64.   Alvin  is  a  general  clerk 
of  printing  for  Aerojet. 

Aileen  is  the  daughter  of  Claude  and  Lelia  Grange.   She 
is  a  Firth  High  School  graduate  and  attended  L.D.S.  Business 
College.   Aileen  worked  for  Charles  Just  at  the  Mart  in  Idaho 
Falls, 

The  Nielsens  bought  a  home  from  Seth  Lott  in  Basalt  in 
1967.   Frank  Bailey  had  built  the  new  brick  home  on  the  place 
before  Lotts  bought  it. 

Alvin  and  Aileen  are  active  in  church  activities  in  the 
Basalt  Ward.   They  have  two  children,  Jeffrey  Leonard,  and  Lori, 

FRANK  BAILEY  AND  MELBA  OCKERMAN 

Frank's  people  lived  in  Swan  Valley  before  they  bought 
their  home  west  of  Basalt  on  the  Yellowstone  Highway.   Riley 
Bailey's  parents,  and  Frank's  grandparents  were  early  settlers 
at  Basalt.   Eleanore  Nickerson  Bailey  has  married  again,  but 
she  still  lives  on  the  farm  Riley  bought  in  1932. 

Frank  married  Melba  Ockerman  from  Goshen.   Frank  and  Melba 
are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   After  living  in  Basalt 
Townsite  and  building  a  little  brick  home  across  from  Pikes, 
the  Baileys  sold  their  home  to  Alvin  Neilsen,  and  bought  the 
Kruse  farm  in  Riverview,  formerly  homes teaded  by  Peter 
Christensen,   Melba  and  Frank  built  on  two  additional  rooms, 
and  have  improved  the  place. 

Both  of  the  adults  work  away  from  home.  Melba  is  in 
the  laboratory  for  Idaho  Supreme,  and  Frank  works  for  the 
Aerojet  Nuclear  Company. 

The  Baileys  have  four  children:   Vivian,  who  is  active  in 
4-H  and  finished  high  school  in  19  71.   She  is  working  at  Ollies 
in  Firth;  JoLynn  is  a  member  of  the  drill  team  and  the  Cougar- 
ettes  in  high  school;  John  and  Michael. 
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C.  RAY  CARLSON  AND  FLOREINE  STRINGHAM 

Ray  came  to  Firth  and  was  working  for  his  cousin,  Gerald 
Stolworthy,  when  Floreine  met  him.   He  was  the  only  son  of 
Charles  and  Ann  Perkins  Carlson  of  Logan,  Utah.   Ray  has  two 
sisters,  Edna  Heward,  a  nurse  in  the  Idaho  Falls  L.D.S. 
Hospital,  and  Marieta  Chris tensen,  of  Hyrum,  Utah.   Between 
the  time  Ray  met  Floreine  and  the  time  they  were  married,  he 
spent  two  and  a  half  years  in  Norway  on  an  L.D.S.  Mission. 

They  were  married  in  1951  while  Ray  was  in  the  Air  Force. 
They  spent  time  together  at  Lockbourne  Air  Force  Base,  Columbus, 
Ohio.   Ray  served  time  in  England  and  Okinawa.   He  was  on 
Okinawa  when  their  first  daughter,  Chareine,  was  born. 
Floreine  was  staying  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryant 
Stringham  while  he  was  overseas. 

After  the  service,  the  Carlsons  lived  in  Logan,  Utah, 
where  Ray  managed  a  Dairy  Farm  and  went  to  college  at  Utah 
State  University. 

Ray  started  working  for  Westinghouse  in  1956.   They  were 
unable  to  find  housing,  so  Ray  lived  with  Forrest  Stringham 
for  several  months  before  bringing  his  family  from  Utah. 
They  finally  found  a  small  house  in  Osgood.   This  is  where 
their  last  child,  Kathryn,  was  born.   She  was  born  two  and 
a  half  months  premature.   She  was  born  at  home  with  only 
four  small  brothers,  a  sister,  and  Ray  in  the  house.   Ray 
was  so  excited  he  could  not  think  what  to  do,  and  did  as 
Floreine  instructed  him.   When  teased  about  being  so  nervous 
about  a  birth  when  he  had  lived  on  a  farm  all  his  life  and 
knew  exactly  what  to  expect,  he  replied,  "Yes,  but  this  was 
human!"   The  baby  weighed  three  pounds,  and  was  black  from 
the  lack  of  oxygen.   There  was  fear  for  her  life.   They  had 
car  trouble  on  the  way  to  the  hospital.   Finally  a  police 
escort  helped  them  through  town.   To  make  matters  worse,  the 
doctor  was  caught  in  a  traffic  jam.   Floreine  survived  that 
experience  better  than  Ray  did. 

The  Carlsons  bought  a  home  in  Shelley  and  lived  there 
for  five  years.   Then,  they  bought  part  of  the  Stringham 
farm  at  Firth  where  they  built  a  modern,  comfortable  home. 

Ray  started  as  a  security  officer  at  the  National  Reactor 
Testing  Station  and  today,  is  a  Reactor  Refueling  Technician 
Supervisor. 

JOHN  MORRIS 

Mr.  Morris  came  from  Portage  to  Basalt  in  1935,  where 
he  built  a  comfortable  home  for  his  wife,  Gertrude,  and  family 
of  five  children,   John  served  in  the  Basalt  Bishopric  as 
counselor  to  Frank  Christensen  in  1940-43. 

John  started  working  on  construction  for  the  AEC  soon 
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after  it  started  and  worked  until  he  retired  in  1967. 
Gertrude's  history  and  the  family  history  can  be  found  in 
the  Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers  chapter. 

WILLIAM  F.  BENKENSTEIN  AND  DARLENE  HAMMER 

The  Benkensteins  came  to  Basalt  from  California  in  19  70, 
where  the  adjustments  seemed  hard  to  them.   They  bought  the 
Tena  Berg  home  and  are  working  hard  to  modernize  the  home. 
Paneling  and  restoration  of  the  old  woodwork  is  being  done. 
William  has  done  a  great  deal  of  carpentering. 

Darlene  was  raised  around  Idaho  Falls,  Goshen,  and  Firth, 
the  daughter  of  Howard  H.  and  Mary  E.  Albright  Hammer.   William 
Fred  was  raised  around  Roberts,  Idaho  and  is  the  son  of  Fred 
and  Eva  Westergard  Benkenstein. 

The  Benkensteins  were  converts  to  the  L.D.S.  Church  about 
fifteen  years  ago.   Since  then  they  have  been  ardent  workers 
in  church  capacities  both  in  California  and  Basalt. 

William  worked  for  Westinghouse  on  the  'Nautilus'.   He 
does  some  carpentry  work  and  is  presently  a  machinist.   He 
also  worked  on  the  Ririe  Dam, 

Their  seven  children  have  attended  Firth  schools.   Donetta 
Severison,  graduated  from  Firth,  and  is  presently  living  in 
California;  Deborah  married  Lyon,  and  they  live  in  Idaho  Falls. 
Dorcesa,  William,  Jr.,  Deanne ,  Robert,  and  Darlene  are  still 
in  school .   Darlene  writes  some  poetry. 

CLARK  ELDON  HARDY  AND  KAREN  LORDS 

Eldon's  people,  the  Cox  family,  were  the  first  people 
to  come  after  1900.   They  came  here  from  Cedar  City  and 
Orderville  in  Utah.   Minnie  Cox,  his  mother,  met  Clark  Hardy, 
his  father,  while  at  college.   The  Clark  Hardys  built  the  new 
brick  home  where  Eldon  and  Karen  live.   Karen's  parents, 
Rulon  and  Elda  Watson  Lords,  lived  on  the  old  Whitmill  place 
where  Alan  Lyons  lives. 

Eldon  and  Karen  are  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   He 
graduated  from  Utah  State  University  at  Logan,  Utah.   Karen 
worked  as  a  bookkeeper  in  a  bank  and  helped  Eldon  through 
school.   Eldon  has  a  mechanical  engineering  degree. 

The  Hardys  lived  in  Idaho  Falls  before  coming  to  Firth 
in  1969,   Karen  does  bookkeeping  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital 
where  she  has  worked  part  time  since  1968.   She  has  worked  as 
a  bookkeeper  for  twelve  years. 

Eldon  works  for  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.   He  does  car 
repairing  and  mechanical  work  as  a  hobby. 

The  Hardy  family,  Kevin E  ,  Trina  K. ,  and  Cyrene  L. ,  love  to 
go  skiing  and  bike  riding  with  their  parents.   Kevin  is  in  high 
school  in  Firth. 
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JOHN  DARWIN  JOLLEY  AND  DEANNA  CHRISTENSEN 

John  and  Deanna  are  both  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 
Darwin  attended  elementary  school  at  Kimball  and  the  old  Basalt 
School  before  it  burned.   He  is  a  graduate  of  Ricks  College. 
His  parents  are  Dwayne  Jolley  and  Lila  Callister. 

Deanna  descended  from  some  of  the  early  settlers  at 
Goshen,  the  daughter  of  Rulon  and  Lois  Monson  Chris tensen. 
Deanna  attended  Ricks  College  one  semester,  then  worked  at  the 
Fogg  Drug  Store  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  received  a  Seminary 
Scholarship  to  Ricks. 

Darwin  worked  at  the  N.R.TcS.  for  nine  years.   At  present 
he  is  an  Electrical  Engineer  for  R.  T.  French.   Darwin  spent 
one  and  one  half  months  in  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  in  California, 
to  help  set  up  some  new  plants  for  R.  T.  French  in  1971.   In 
past  years,  he  has  helped  with  Union  Pacific  Construction. 

Darwin  and  Deanna  came  to  Basalt  in  1962.   They  live  near 
Sand  Creek,  where  they  have  built  a  beautiful,  modern  home. 
They  have  horses  and  a  small  farm  flock  of  sheep. 

In  July,  19  71,  Deanna  and  Darwin  were  riding  horses  in 
the  hills,   Deanna' s  horse  was  nervous  and  she  knew  things 
were  not  right.   The  horse  started  bucking   Deanna  stayed 
on  through  several  jumps,  but  was  finally  thrown.   She  rode 
two  and  one  half  miles  after  her  back  had  been  broken.   She 
felt  that  she  was  critically  hurt.   Deanna  wore  a  brace  for 
several  months. 

Her  six  children,  Bryan  D,  ,  LaVar  J.,  Kandra  K. ,  Darvel  R. , 
Bruce  J. ,  and  Sheree  L. ,  were  cared  for  by  relatives  and 
friends  while  Deanna  was  in  the  hospital. 

Darwin  was  one  of  Seven  Presidents  of  Seventies  in  the 
Shelley  Stake,   He  became  first  counselor  to  Bishop  Forrest 
Stringham  in  the  Basalt  Ward  on  April  25,  19  71.   Deanna 
served  three  years  in  the  Shelley  Stake  MIA  and  has  served 
fifteen  years  in  church  positions . 

ROBERT  RINGER  AND  JOYCE  EATON 

Robert  is  from  Pennsylvania.   He  was  working  for  Westing- 
house  at  the  beginning  of  the  'Nautilus'  program.   He  was  one 
of  the  first  navy  personnel  at  the  site.   Robert  stayed  with 
the  submarine  until  he  retired.   He  was  a  Chief  Engineer,  and 
was  under  water  for  three  months,  without  surfacing.   He  has 
been  around  the  world.2 

About  1953,  he  married  Joyce  Eaton,  third  daughter  of 
Clyde  and  Irene  Frank  Eaton,   Joyce  and  Robert  have  five 
children.   Robert  has  retired  from  the  Navy  Department  and 
is  employed  at  Dow  Chemical  Company  in  Boulder,  Colorado. 
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VERN  OCKERMAN  AND  IDONNA  EATON 

Vern  was  raised  around  Goshen  and  Firth,  the  son  of  Melvin 
and  Matilda  Yancey  Ockerman.   Idonna  is  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Clyde  and  Irene  Eaton,   They  were  both  attending  Firth  High 
School  when  they  met.   For  the  past  fifteen  years,  Vern  has 
worked  at  the  N.R.T.S,  and  is  presently  with  Aerojet. 

The  Ockermans  have  farmed  and  milked  cows.   They  sold 
milk  to  Challenge , 

The  six  children  born  to  Vern  and  Idonna  have  made  great 
progress  toward  their  mark  in  life.   They  are  Steve,  who  married 
Janice  Beck   and  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   They 
live  in  Shelley,   Janice  is  a  graduate  in  Cosmetology  and  worked 
tc  help  Steve  through  college.   She  has  a  Utah  and  an  Idaho 
license.   Steve  graduated  from  Ricks  and  BYU  in  Business 
Management,   At  present,  he  is  employed  at  J.C.  Penneys  in 
Idaho  Falls. 

Dennis  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  spent  two  years 
in  the  Navy  in  the  Mediterranean  area  and  in  Cuba.   He  married 
Deborah  Hansen  from  Goshen,   At  present  he  works  for  Idaho 
Supreme „ 

Janice  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School  and  has  a 
degree  in  Cosmetology.   She  is  employed  by  Mar-Cra  Beauty  Shop 
in  Blackfoot.   Janice  won  trophies  for  debating  in  high  school. 
She  was  also  a  runner-up  in  the  finalists  for  "Miss  Blackfoot." 
She  married  Craig  Peterson,  who  is  attending  college  at  Idaho 
State  University  majoring  in  Nuclear  Engineering. 

The  other  children  include  Gerald,  who  is  a  senior  in 
high  school  and  enjoys  playing  basketball;  Kristy,  a  fifth 
grader  who  is  taking  piano  lessons  from  Mrs,  Dawson;  and  Brad 
who  has  had  surgery  twice  and  is  still  sick  with  kidney  trouble 
as  he  has  been  since  birth. 

JAMES  BRANTLEY  AND  SHARON  EATON 

Sharon  is  the  youngest  and  seventh  daughter  of  Clyde 
and  Irene  Eaton.   She  married  a  submarine  man.   James  was 
born  in  South  Carolina.   Sharon  met  him  while  he  was  in 
training  at  the  N.R.T.S.  west  of  Idaho  Falls.   She  worked 
as  a  secretary  for  Challenge  before  her  marriage. 

At  present  they  are  living  at  Newport  News,  Virginia, 
and  he  is  a  Chief  Officer  on  the  submarine,  "Simon  Boulevard." 

DALE  KILLPACK  AND  CAROL  HARDY 

Dale  came  to  the  Firth  area  when  he  was  a  small  child. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Ellis  and  Hazel  Killpack.  Carol 
was  the  only  daughter  of  Clark  and  Minnie  Cox  Hardy  of  Basalt. 

Both  Dale  and  Carol  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 
Carol  graduated  from  the  Vogue  School  of  Beauty  in  Idaho  Falls. 
She  has  an  Instructors  license. 
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Dale  and  Carol  bought  a  place  formerly  owned  by  the 
Jolleys  in  the  Kimball  area.   He  works  in  transportation  for 
Aerojet. 

Dale  belongs  to  the  National  Ski  Patrol.   He  is  an  instruc- 
tor for  the  Civil  Air  Patrol.   These  patrolmen  must  know  land, 
sea,  and  air  travel.   Skiing  was  a  sport  both  Dale  and  Carol 
enjoyed  together  until  1968.   They  were  skiing  in  Utah,  near 
Cedar  Breaks,  when  Carol  fell  and  broke  her  leg  in  five  places. 
She  was  laid  up  for  six  months.   Carol  makes  pretty  quilts  and 
loves  to  sew.   She  made  a  remark  that  she  thought  she  had 
acquired  a  great  lesson  from  skiing — she  was  through.   Dale 
must  know  how  to  ski  as  part  of  his  patrol  requirements.   He 
also  likes  fishing  and  hunting. 

Carol  and  Dale  are  parents  of  four  children:   Jayson  D. , 
Tehren  C. ,  Drew  H. ,  and  Trow  L.   Their  children  are  young  yet, 
but  will  be  products  of  Firth  Schools  soon. 

VERDELL  SORENSON  AND  EDNA  LYON 

George  and  Emma  Criddle  Lyons  had  six  boys  and  one  girl, 
Edna.   Edna  was  housekeeper  for  her  father,  George,  for  many 
years.   Emma,  the  mother  passed  away  early  in  life.   Edna 
knew  the  tasks  of  operating  a  home  long  before  she  married 
Verdell  Sorenson,  son  of  Kate  Thomas  and  Oscar  Sorenson. 

Edna  lived  with  her  father  one  half  mile  east  of  Dye's 
corner.   She  attended  Firth  Elementary  and  was  a  graduate  of 
Firth  High  School.   Verdell  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School. 
He  served  overseas  in  World  War  II  in  1945. 

There  is  a  strange  coincidence  about  Verdell  and  his  father, 
Oscar.   Oscar  rode  across  the  Atlantic  in  the  ship,  Mt.  Vernon, 
when  he  was  discarged  in  1919.   Then,  in  1945,  Verdell  rode 
the  Mt.  Vernon  across  the  Atlantic  in  World  War  II. 

Verdell  works  in  Security  for  the  AEC  at  the  Headquarters 
Building  in  Idaho  Falls.   They  have  three  children:   Lynn, 
Georgia,  and  James. 

The  Verdell  Sorensons  have  a  home  in  south  Firth  near 
Verdell' s  parents.   Each  day  Edna  checks  on  their  condition. 

DON  AND  IRMA  LINDSAY 

On  June  2,  1965,  Don  and  Irma  Lindsay  and  their  seven 
children  moved  into  the  Emil  Roundy  home,  about  one  mile 
north  of  Firth  on  Highway  91.   Don  worked  for  Westinghouse. 
Both  he  and  Irma  were  busy  in  the  church  and  school  activities 
in  Basalt.   The  children  went  to  Firth  Elementary  and  High 
School. 

In  November,  1966,  after  spending  a  little  more  than  a 
year  in  our  locality,  the  Lindsays  could  better  themselves, 
so  they  moved  to  the  Burley-Rupert  area.   The  children  liked 
the  Firth  schools,  and  were  reluctant  to  leave.   The  Lindsay 
family  liked  their  neighbors,  the  Esplins ,  the  Armstrongs, 
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and  the  members  of  their  ward. 

Don  has  a  full  time  job  as  Sanitation  Supervisor  at 
Ore-Ida  Foods  in  Bur ley.   He  also  has  a  part  time  job  at 
Minico  Auto  Parts  in  Rupert,  where  Irma  assists  him.   The 
Lindsays  own  a  fourplex  apartment  in  Rupert.   They  attend 
church  in  the  Bur ley  8th  Ward. 

Irma  manages  to  keep  busy  with  homemaking  and  tending 
children  in  her  home,  along  with  her  own  preschoolers.   Three 
more  children  have  been  added  to  their  seven,  making  a  family 
of  ten.   Shirley  is  a  sophomore  at  Idaho  State  University. 
She  graduated  from  Ricks  College  last  year.   She  is  twenty 
years  old.   Randy  is  seventeen,  Dennis  sixteen.   Both  boys 
work  at  Shelby's  in  Burley.   Clyde  is  fifteen  and  works  at 
Minico  Auto  Parts  in  Rupert.   Kirk  is  thirteen;  Debbie, 
ten;  Craig,  four;  Wesly,  three;  and  R.J.,  two.   All  the  family 
have  helped  the  family  income  and  are  active  in  school  and 
church. 

PHILLIP  W.  HATLEY  AND  DORA  LEE  HARVEY 

Phil  was  the  son  of  Ray  William  Hatley  and  Lorena 
Maybelle  Jones,  both  of  English  descent.   Phil  attended  schools 
in  Power  County  and  American  Falls.   He  later  attended  Industrial 
Trade  School  at  Idaho  State  College  (later,  Idaho  State 
University).   Phil  is  a  farmer  and  carpenter  by  trade.   He 
is  talented  in  many  other  fields — an  excellent  mechanic  and 
repair  man. 

His  hobbies  are  cabinet  making,  photography,  radio, 
camping,  and  scouting.   His  highest  achievements  have  been  in 
scouting.   First,  as  Scout  Master;  then,  Commissioners 
Arrowhead;  then,  Wolverine  Scouter  of  the  Year  Award  in  1966; 
and,  the  Silver  Beaver  award  in  19  70.   He  has  taken  advantage 
of  all  scout  training.   Phil  received  a  council  scholarship  for 
training  at  Philmot  in  New  Mexico.   He  has  served  as  Jamboree 
Leader  for  two  jamborees.   Since  1968,  he  has  seen  the  need 
for  love  and  respect  of  the  flag.   An  impressive  flag  ceremony 
was  developed  and  the  boys  have  been  asked  to  take  part  in 
this  at  many  public  occassions  in  many  parts  of  Idaho  and 
Utah.   The  last  one  was  at  Idaho  Falls  in  August,  19  71,  when 
President  Nixon  visited  our  valley. 

Phil  participated  in  athletics  and  track.   He  broke  the 
then  existing  record  in  the  half-mile  run.   Phil  has  been 
active  in  MIA  and  with  the  quorums  since  joining  the  L.D.S. 
Church  in  1956. 

Dora  Lee  is  the  daughter  of  Oliver  Harvey,  of  Irish  and 
German  descent,  and  Ruby  Stone,  English.   Abbie,  as  she  is 
commonly  called,  attended  four  different  grade  schools  in 
Kansas.   She  graduated  from  Saffordville  High  School  in 
Saf f ordville,  Kansas.   Abbie  does  all  kinds  of  handwork  and 
beautiful  wood  carving.   She  is  interested  in  genealogy  and 
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enjoys  her  yard  and  garden.   She  has  worked  with  the  Primary 
boys  since  joining  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  1954. 

Phil  and  Abbie  bought  their  home  from  Lloyd  Frandsen. 
Solomon  Edwards  homes teaded  the  place.   George  Messick  also 
lived  there. 

Hatleys  had  one  daughter,  Romona  Lee.   She  attended 
school  in  Basalt  and  Goshen  and  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School.   She  attended  three  semesters  at  Ricks  and  accompanied 
a  Ricks  Tour  to  Europe.   Mona  married  LeRoy  Taylor,  son  of 
Edward  R.  Taylor  and  Mona  Katherine  Bailey  of  Blackfoot. 
LeRoy  and  Ramona  have  one  child,  Philip  Travis  Taylor.   They 
own  their  own  home  in  Shelley, 

Phil  joined  the  Air  Force  and  was  In  the  Blitz  as  a 
mechanic  in  a  B-17.   He  witnessed  the  return  of  many  shot- 
up  planes  from  raids  over  Germany,  and  helped  with  the  rescue 
of  crew  members.   Phil  met  his  future  wife,  Dora  Lee,  while 
stationed  at  an  Air  Base  in  Kansas  after  his  return  from 
England. 

Phil's  grandfather  Jones  helped  build  the  American  Falls 
Dam  with  his  team  and  scraper.   He  also  helped  build  the  Minck 
Creek  road.   Phil's  dad  was  the  "powder  monkey",  using  dynamite 
to  help  build  the  Rattlesnake  Gap. 

Phil  is  employed  as  a  carpenter  for  Westinghouse. 

GERALD  RICHARDS  AND  NELDA  BRITTIAN 

Gerald  came  from  Malad  in  1959,  and  Nelda  came  from  Utah, 
and  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,   Gerald  served  his 
term  for  Uncle  Sam  in  the  Army. 

Nelda's  children  are  Muriel,  who  is  a  graduate  of  BYU 
and  is  married  to  Bruce  Tew;  Betty  Lou,  also  a  graduate  of 
BYU.  She  won  the  Betty  Crocker  Homemaking  Contest  in  high 
school;  and  Lloyd  Dean,  a  senior  at  Firth  High  School. 

Nelda  has  worked  for  Argonne  for  ten  years.  Gerald  has 
worked  with  Argonne  for  four  years. 

FORREST  LANE  STRINGHAM  AND  LEMOYNE  RHODA  DYE 

Forrest  is  the  son  of  Bryant  J.  and  Miranda  Campbell 
Stringham.   He  was  born  June  22,  1927,  at  Seventy  Creek,  Idaho. 
He  married  Lemoyne  Rhoda  Dye  April  2,  1947,  in  the  Idaho  Falls 
L.D.S.  Temple.   Lemoyne,  is  the  daughter  of  Maiden  William  Dye 
and  Ruth  Annie  Christenson.   She  was  born  December  26,  1927, 
at  Firth  Idaho.   Coincidentally ,  Forrest  and  Lemoyne  were 
married  on  Forrest's  sister,  Floreine's  sixteenth  birthday. 
Floreine  and  Ray  were  married  on  Lemoyne' s  twenty-fourth 
birthday. 

Most  of  their  married  life  has  been  spent  in  the  Basalt 
area.  They  built  their  present  home  in  1961.  In  1965,  they 
completed  the  top  part  as  it  is  now,  and  truly  enjoy  it.   They 
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have  held  various  positions  in  the  church.   Lemoyne  has  worked 
in  the  primary,  Sunday  School,  and  Relief  Society.   Forrest 
has  worked  with  the  youth  in  the  MIA.   He  has  served  as  ward 
MIA  Superintendent  four  different  times,  also  as  Superintendent 
in  the  Shelley  Stake  MIA.   He  served  as  a  counselor  to  Bishop 
Ross  Berg.   At  the  present  time,  he  is  the  Bishop  of  the 
Basalt  Ward. 

They  have  eight  children:   Forest  Greg,  born  June  6,  1948, 
in  Pocatello  (a  25th  Wedding  Anniversary  present  to  Grandpa 
and  Grandma  Stringham) ;  Alane ,  born  August  24,  1950,  in  pocatello; 
Clay  Maynard,  born  April  22,  1952,  in  Pocatello;  Carol,  born 
October  27,  1954,  in  Shelley;  Kurt  Blair,  born  October  5,  1956, 
in  Idaho  Falls;  Jaylene,  born  May  4,  1959,  in  Blackfoot;  Clair 
Shawn,  born  September  12,  1963,  in  Idaho  Falls;  and  Quentin 
Lee,  born  October  20,  1965,  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Greg  graduated  from  Ricks  College  and  attended  Idaho  State 
University.   He  is  now  serving  a  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church 
in  Central  Germany.   Alane  married  Wayne  Hale,  the  son  of 
Zendell  and  Lettie  Hale.   They  are  living  in  Provo,  Utah. 
They  have  one  little  boy,  Jeremy  Wayne.   Alane  was  active  in 
home  economics,  was  Girls  State  Representative,  and  co-valedic- 
torian while  in  high  school.   Clay  was  Boys  State  Representative 
and  Senior  Class  President.   He  attended  Ricks  College  and  is 
now  on  a  mission  to  Japan  West.   At  the  present  time  he  is  in 
Okinawa. 

Carol,  Kurt,  Jaylene,  Clair,  and  Quentin  are  still  at 
home. 

Forrest  has  worked  in  the  maintenance  department  at  the 
N.R.T.S.  for  sixteen  years. 

DEVON  MECHAM  AND  DEANN  WILLIAMS 

Devon  is  the  youngest  son  of  Blanche  and  Leo  Mecham  of 
Firth.   Devon  was  raised  at  Firth  and  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School.   He  served  Uncle  Sam  in  the  National  Guard,  for 
about  ten  months  in  1961.   His  father,  Leo,  passed  away  and 
Devon  took  over  the  farm  for  his  mother  after  he  was  released 
from  the  service.   He  is  buying  the  farm  and  has  built  a  new 
home  adjacent  to  his  mother's,  south  of  Firth. 

Both  Devon  and  his  wife,  DeAnn  Williams,  are  energetic, 
kind,  and  helpful  to  Blanche  and  her  sister  Jessie,  who  lives 
with  Blanche.   Jessie  died  in  February,  1972. 

Devon  is  currently  employed  by  Aerojet.   They  have  two 
children,  Shane  and  Shawna. 

Devon  has  two  brothers,  Deloy  and  Donald,  and  two  sisters, 
Elaine  Frost  and  Eva  Herbs t.   Elaine  lives  in  Walla  Walla, 
Washington;  Eva  lives  in  Blackfoot;  Deloy  in  Firth;  and  Donald 
is  in  Santa  Clara,  California. 
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ALAN  LYON  AND  BARBARA  GRANGE 

Alan  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Hazel  Peterson  Lyon  of 
Basalt.   He  received  his  schooling  in  Basalt  and  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   He  filled  a  two  year  mission  for  the  L.D.S. 
Church.   Alan  received  a  Babe  Ruth  Sportsmanship  award  in  high 
school  in  1955.   Alan  married  Barbara  Grange  and  they  have 
three  children:   Brent  Allan,  Brenda  Jean,  and  Brian  George. 
Alan  was  in  the  U.S.  Army  Reserve  from  1962  to  1968.   He  has 
been  working  for  several  years  at  the  N.R.T.S.   He  also  operates 
a  school  bus.   The  Lyons  live  three  miles  north  of  Firth  on 
the  Yellowstone  Highway,  on  the  Whitmill  homestead. 

ELMO  CROOKS  AND  WANDA  ANTHONY 

Elmo  was  from  a  prominent  Shelley  family.   His  parents 
were  Edythe  Oler  and  Donald  J.  Crooks.   Originally,  the  families 
were  from  Utah.   Elmo  attended  Shelley  schools  and  graduated 
from  Shelley  High  School.   Wanda's  parents  were  of  English  and 
Danish  descent.   They  were  some  of  the  first  settlers  around 
the  Kimball  area.   Her  mother,  Lillian  Nielsen,  was  born  in 
1889.   Joseph  A.  Anthony  came  in  1901,  and  homesteaded  across 
from  the  Kimball  Store. 

Elmo  and  Wanda  Crooks  came  from  Baker,  Idaho,  to  Firth 
in  1962,  bought,  remodeled,  and  improved  the  old  Robbins 
Johnson  homestead  south  of  Firth. 

Elmo  was  Mission  President  in  the  Lost  River  Stake.   He 
has  twenty-six  years  in  Scouting  and  served  a  full  time  mission 
to  the  Great  Lakes  in  1951  to  1953. 

Elmo  works  in  the  warehouse  for  the  Aerojet  Nuclear 
Company.   He  was  in  the  U.S.  Navy  and  served  in  the  Aleutian 
Islands.   His  hobbies  are  archery  and  horses. 

Wanda  was  raised  at  Kimball,  and  attended  Firth  High  School, 
Her  potential  in  music  was  discovered  at  a  very  young  age.   She 
has  served  in  various  auxiliaries  as  a  conductor  and  with  vocal 
groups  since  girlhood.   She  has  also  been  a  teacher  in  several 
organizations.   Since  19  70  she  has  operated  one  of  the  school 
buses  for  the  Firth  School  District.   Her  hobby,  when  not 
involved  in  church  and  family  duties,  is  sewing.   Most  L.D.S. 
mothers  consider  their  family  as  their  hobby. 

Elmo  and  Wanda  have  six  children:   Bard,  who  married  Vara 
Mclnelley.   They  live  in  Basalt.   Laurel,  who  loves  and  trains 
horses.   She  has  a  trophy  and  blue  ribbons  from  4-H  on  horse- 
manship.  Debra  has  also  won  blue  ribbons  in  4-H.   Toni  is 
in  Junior  High;  Joseph  S.,  and  David  are  in  elementary  school 
in  Firth. 

RULOND  LORDS  AND  ELDA  WATSON 

In  April  1949,  Rulond  and  his  family  moved  from  the  Dennis 
Christensen  farm,  one  and  one  half  miles  south  of  Shelley,   to 
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Louie  B.  Cox  farm,  located  three  miles  south  of  Shelley  on  the 
Yellowstone  Highway.   The  Lords  attend  the  Basalt  Ward. 

Rulond  is  the  son  of  Perry  Lonzo  Lords  and  Matilda  Lowder. 
His  elementary  schooling  was  at  Ririe,  Rigby,  and  Lewisville. 
He  attended  Roberts  High  School. 

Elda  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Julia  Henrietta  Meservey 
Watson.   Her  public  schooling  was  at  Saint  Anthony.   She 
attended  Roberts  High  School. 

The  Lords  lived  in  Roberts  after  their  marriage.   In  1944, 
they  moved  to  Shelley  where  they  farmed  for  the  Kelley  brothers. 

The  Lords  had  four  children  when  they  moved  to  Basalt.   The 
girls  loved  the  Shelley  Third  Ward,  and  no  persuasion  could 
convince  them  to  change.   Elda  was  driving  the  car  one  Sunday 
and  took  the  road  to  Basalt  instead  of  to  Shelley.   It  was  not 
far,  and  did  not  afford  much  time  for  argument.   The  family 
was  received  warmly  and  the  girls  soon  had  new  friends  and 
did  not  mind  the  change. 

Elda  taught  the  Guides,  the  MIA  maids,  and  the  Beehive  girls. 
Rulond  served  as  a  ward  teacher  under  Bishop  Esplin. 

Louie  Cox,  the  landlord,  was  a  pilot.   He  took  the  family 
up  in  the  air  many  times.   Gary  became  interested  in  flying. 

The  Lords  moved  to  Ammon  from  Basalt  and  are  members  of 
the  Thirty-First  Ward  of  the  Idaho  Falls  Stake,  where  Rulond 
is  Secretary  of  the  High  Priests  Quorum.  Elda  is  serving  as 
reference  librarian  at  the  Genealogical  Library  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Rulond  and  Elda  have  five  children:  Gary  Rulond,  who 
attended  schools  at  Roberts  and  Shelley.   He  graduated  from 
Shelley.   Gary  took  a  commerical  course  at  Ricks  College.   He 
majored  in  flying  and  has  his  pilot's  license.   He  is  a  techni- 
cal illustrator.   He  married  Ruth  Mangum  of  Groveland.   They 
are  building  a  new  home  on  Syfert  Lane  in  Idaho  Falls.   They 
have  four  children. 

Karen  Elda,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   She 
attended  Ricks  College  and  Utah  State  University.   She  excelled 
in  music,  dancing,  nutrition,  and  sewing.   Karen  married 
Eldon  Hardy,  who  is  a  mechanical  engineer  at  the  N.R.T.S.   The 
Hardys  are  buying  a  home  on  Goshen  Road  in  Basalt.   Karen  has 
worked  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  for  years.   They  have  three  children. 

Verla  June,  who  attended  Shelley  schools  and  is  a  graduate 
of  Firth  High  School.   She  majored  in  nutrition,  sewing,  and 
secretarial  work.   Verla  married  Boyd  Jolley.   They  have  a 
new  home  south  of  Firth.   They  have  two  children. 

Blair  Watson,  attended  school  at  Basalt  and  O.E.  Bell 
Junior  High  School  in  Idaho  Falls.   Blair  received  the  Silver 
Explorer  award  in  Scouting  in  1959.   He  went  to  Salt  Lake  City 
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with  the  basketball  team.   He  majored  in  music.   He  is  a  drafts- 
man.  He  married  Dale  Lowerie  of  Idaho  Falls.   Blair  and  Dale 
are  buying  a  home  on  0' Bryant  Street  in  Idaho  Falls.   They  have 
three  children. 

Dennis  Watson,  who  attended  elementary  school  at  York  and 
Longfellow  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  graduated  from  Skyline  High 
School  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  received  his  training  at  Fort  Ord, 
California.   He  married  Terri  Lin  Casper  of  Burley,  Idaho. 
Dennis  is  specializing  in  computers  at  Ricks  College. 

Elda  relates  that  Elders  Gibbs  and  Armstrong  administered 
to  her — once  for  an  allergy;  the  second  time  before  she  had 
an  operation  which  was  performed  at  the  Bingham  Memorial 
Hospital.   Dennis  recovered  from  pneumonia.   Their  prayers  were 
answered. 

The  Lords  family  took  their  first  trip  to  Yellowstone 
Park  while  living  in  Basalt.   It  was  a  memorable  trip  which 
the  family  enjoyed  very  much. 

Upon  request  from  the  Bishop,  the  Lords  family  related  in 
Sacrament  Meeting,  "We  will  remember  the  people  of  Basalt  as 
a  choice  people.   We  were  happy  to  have  been  members  of  the 
ward.   It  was  a  special  time  in  our  lives.' 

ROBERT  AND  PATSY  CHABIS 

Robert  was  born  in  Basalt.  He  attended  Basalt  and  Firth 
schools.  Patsy  came  from  Dillon,  Montana.  The  Chabis  family 
came  to  Basalt  to  live  in  1956.  Robert  is  a  photographer  for 
the  Aerojet  Nuclear  Company.  He  worked  as  an  inspector  for 
the  State  before  going  to  work  for  Aerojet.  He  also  did  some 
carpentry  work. 

The  Chabis  family  have  a  mobile  home  on  a  lot  they  purchased 
in  Basalt.   They  have  three  children:   Barbara,  Debbie,  and 
Robert  Junior.   They  attend  Firth  schools. 
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A  tribute  written  to  Miranda  Stringham  when  she  was 
Queen  for  a  Day  in  1946,  of  the  Firth  Relief  Society, 


QUEEN  FOR  A  DAY 

We  meet  today  to  honor  you 

To  you  our  tribute  pay 

We;ll  clasp  your  hand  with  faith  sincere 

And  make  you  Queen  for  a  day. 

You  responded  gladly  to  every  call 
In  nothing  did  you  shirk 
With  a  cheery  smile  and  happy  song 
You  settled  down  to  work. 

And  since  you're  asked  to  leave  our  ward 
Our  thoughts  go  with  you  too, 
We  wish  you  joy  and  happiness 
In  all  you're  called  to  do. 

But  now,  we  see  "Life's  Mirror"  shine 

In  your  labors  brave  and  true 

You  have  given  to  the  world  the  best  you  had 

And  the  best  comes  back  to  you. 

We  ask  for  you  God's  blessing  choice 
To  guide  you  on  your  way 
We  hand  to  you  this  tribute  now, 
And  make  you  Queen  for  the  Day. 

-  N.  Florence  Hanny 


Miranda,  blessed  of  God  with  talents  many, 

Your  humble  spirit  and  cheerfulness  we  all  admire 

May  God  be  with  you  and  bless  you  in  your  new  endeavors 

That  your  new  friends  as  we,  you  will  inspire. 

-  Alexia  Chapman 
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RAILROADS,  CANALS,  ROADS 


RAILROADS 


The  railroads  began  to  spread  through  the  United  States  about 
the  year  1830.   The  rails  came  from  the  east  and  met  the  rails  from 
the  west  at  Promintory  Point,  Utah  in  1869. 

For  many  years  railroads  have  been  the  most  important  land 
transportation  in  the  world.   There  is  much  competition  from  motor 
vehicles  and  airplanes,  but  the  rails  are  still  vital  to  the  pro- 
gress of  agriculture  and  manufacturing. 

The  first  trains  traveled  about  30  miles  per  hour.   They  burned 
wood.   Today  the  big  engines  are  deisel  electric  and  travel  at  an 
average  speed  of  60-80  miles  an  hour. 

The  engine  and  cars  are  not  the  only  upkeep  of  a  railroad. 
There  is  much  upkeep  on  the  dyke,  the  gravel  or  ballast  and  grad- 
ing.  There  is  a  right  of  way,  a  stretch  of  land  on  each  side  of 
the  track.   This  must  be  straight  and  level.   This  must  be  pur- 
chased and  usually  is  fenced.   After  the  road-bed  is  built  and 
firm,  heavy  lumber  is  laid  across.   These  are  called  ties.   On  the 
ties  are  placed  two  rails  made  of  heavy  steel,  fastened  down  by  big 
spikes  driven  into  the  ties.   These  ties  rot  and  decay  and  have  to 
be  replaced  at  times. 

The  rails  and  bolts  must  be  watched  and  when  loose,  repaired. 
Rocks  and  debris  must  be  kept  off  the  rails.   Weeds  are  burned  and 
right-of-ways  freed  from  waste.   The  upkeep  of  the  railroad  made 
employment  for  men. 

The  Utah  Northern  Railway  was  put  through  Basalt  and  Firth  in 
1879,  then  on  to  Butte,  Montana  in  1881.  This  was  a  narrow  gauge, 
and  the  rails  were  4  feet  eight  and  one  half  inches  apart.   The 
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grade  going  out  of  Basalt  was  too  steep.    After  the  town  had  been 
started  and  some  businesses  established,  the  grade  was  raised  and 
the  rails  were  widened. 

The  buildings  were  moved  about  a  mile  south,  creating  the  town 
of  Firth.   The  school  was  moved  up  above  the  canal  to  the  east  1/2 
mile.   Thus  in  1900-04  was  the  creation  of  two  towns.  Changing  the 
grade  and  keeping  the  railroad  in  shape  created  new  jobs  for  many 
who  were  penniless.   In  1900-05  money  was  scarse.   People  were  build- 
ing homes  and  schools  and  the  railroad  helped  supply  the  income. 

After  Firth  had  the  water  tank  and  section  house  moved  to  it's 
town,  as  requested  by  Firth  and  named  after  him,  a  depot  had  to  be 
built  where  freight  could  be  handled  and  signals  and  telegraphs 
received.   At  these  depots  were  agents  who  were  authorized  to  do 
this. 
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DEPOT  AGENTS 

Firth  depot  agents  have  been  in  service  many  years.   The  exact 
number  is  not  available.   Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Bill  Romkee,  Mr.  Roubolm 
and  Mr.  (Harry)  C.  T.  Jones,  the  present  agent,  have  been  in  the 
Firth  Depot. 

SECTION  FORMAN 

A  section  forman  is  an  overseer  of  a  body  of  men,  a  lawful 
division  of  the  railway  under  a  particular  set  of  men.   The 
section  formen  were:  Otto  Balka,  F.  Burwell,  Mr.  Heaton,  George 
McConnville,  Charley  McCurdy,  Don  Beck  and  Mr.  Hess. 

SECTION  MEN 

The  section  men  work  with  the  foreman  to  keep  tracks,  ties, 
rails,  switches  and  right-of-way  in  repair.   They  were  and  are: 
Jesse  Wiseman,  section  boss  since  1926-27,  George  Larson,  Roy 
McBride,  Andrew  Johnson,  Earnest  Fawcet,  Earl  Robison,  Fred 
Robison,  Bill  Messick  Sr. ,  Talmadge  Scarborough  and  son,  Cleve 
Scarborough,  Jim  Bragg,  Israel  H.  Porter,  Volney  Bailey,  Willis 
Howell,  Ross  Howell,  Lewis  Howell,  Arnie  Bolstad,  Danny  Suscoeta, 
Henry  Chavis ,  Earnest  Dye,  Burton  Dye,  Leonard  Dye  (three  broth- 
ers), Myron  Dye,  Merrill  Gregorson,  Fred  Gillion,  Earl  McBride, 
Carl  Armstrong,  Fred  Balka,  Otto  Balka,  Hy  Balka,  George  Balka, 
(four  brothers),  Loni  Cook,  Clifford  Cook,  Que  Cook,  (three 
brothers),  Ross  Berg,  LaVar  Thompson,  Frank  Williams,  Heber 
Landon  and  Cyril  Thompson. 

Max  Landon  worked  from  Pocatello  to  Goshen  for  six  years. 
Gunnar  Gunnarson  worked  for  the  Union  Pacific  from  1904-1920. 

SIGNAL  DEPARTMENT 

The  signals  were  lights  or  messages  sent  by  code  or  signs. 
They  were  a  communication  between  the  section  people  and  the 

421 


trains.   Signalman  Jesse  Wiseman  started  in  1928.   Later  came  Austin 
Brown,  Larin  Larsen,  George  Larsen,  LaMaun  Berg,  Delbert  Fowler  and 
Melvin  Fowler.   Bryant  Stringham  worked  for  the  Union  Pacific  in  the 
Riptrack  yards  at  Pocatello  in  1944.   Dick  Lockyer  worked  at  the 
shops  in  Pocatello  during  World  War  II.   John  Robinson  cut  railroad 
ties  on  Caribou  Mountain  in  1912  for  the  Union  Pacific  to  extend 
some  tracks. 

Philip   Paskett  worked   for   the   Union  Pacific   in   Pocatello 
between   1942   and    1946.      When  his   health    failed,   he  moved  back   to 
Firth.2 

ALVIN  CRIDDLE 

Alvin  Criddle  received  training  as  a  brakeman  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  in  Pocatello  at  Pocatello  North.   He  worked  as  a 
brakeman  for  one  year.   Alvin  worked  as  a  conductor  in  the  Quarter- 
master Deport  in  Ogden,  Utah  from  1942  to  1949. 

JESSE  WISEMAN 

There  are  very  few  men  who  have  been  on  one  job  in  the  same 
Company  as  long  as  Jesse  Wiseman.   Jesse  started  working  for  the 
railroad  in  1926  and  has  been  a  permanent  employee  since  that 
time.   Jesse  was  born  to  English  parents,  Jesse  Wiseman  and  Annie 
Irlam.   Jesse  received  his  schooling  in  Basalt  and  Firth,  with  his 
railroad  training  in  Pocatello,  Idaho.   After  working  forty-five 
years  for  the  company,  Jesse  has  acquired  a  great  knowledge  of  the 
operation  of  the  trains  and  has  become  acquainted  with  the  person- 
nel, and  with  the  upkeep  of  all  sections  of  the  railroad  from 
Pocatello  to  many  places  up  and  down  the  Snake  River  Valley.  Jesse 
is  Signal  Maintainer  for  the  Union  Pacific,  a  very  responsible 
position  and  one  that  requires  wisdom  and  good  judgement.   This 
position  has  placed  Jesse  in  the  company  of  railroad  officials 
from  Pocatello  to  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Jesse  served  on  the  Town  Board  of  Basalt  as  Treasurer  in  1923. 
He  helped  get  the  street  lights  installed.   He  was  Councilman  again 
in  19  33  and  was  a  councilman  in  1953  when  the  pumphouse  was  built 
and  the  town  acquired  a  village  road  grader. 

Jesse  was  installed  Chairman  of  the  Town  Board  in  1956.   He 
promoted  street  gravelling  and  some  black-topping.   He  served  as 
Mayor  (the  name  was  changed  from  Chairman  to  Mayor)  until  1959. 
Jesse  was  on  the  board  for  a  few  years  but  was  installed  again  as 
Mayor  in  1968  and  served  faithfully  until  19  71. 

During  this  last  tenure  of  office,  Jesse  was  instrumental  in 
improving  and  blacktopping  more  streets.   He  gave  the  Daughters 
of  Utah  Pioneers  permission  to  erect  a  marker  commemorating  the 
first  settlers,  on  the  corner  of  the  City  Church  lot,  in  the 
center  of  the  village. 
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Jesse  married  Lela  Mae  Johnson,  daughter  of  J.  Moroni  and  Mary 
Arminta  Pope  of  Basalt.   Lela  too  was  from  pioneer  ancestry.   Her 
mother's  people,  the  Popes,  had  homesteaded  south  of  Firth.   Lela 
attended  Basalt  and  Firth  schools.   She  and  Jesse  were  graduates  of 
Firth  High  School.   Lela  has  been  a  devoted  wife  and  mother  for 
their  two  daughters,  Tressa  and  Gloria,  who  were  graduates  of  Firth 
High  School.   Tressa  attended  Business  College  in  Idaho  Falls  and 
worked  before  her  marriage  to  Norman  Hansen  from  Goshen.   The  Han- 
sens  live  in  Pocatello. 

Gloria  married  Gerald  Beck,  son  of  Otto  Beck  from  Shelley. 
She  graduated  from  a  beauty  school  in  Idaho  Falls.   The  Becks  live 
in  Maxwell,  Nebraska. 

Lela  has  been  very  active  in  the  L.D.S.  Church.   She  has  held 
a  responsible  position  most  of  her  life.   She  knits  beautiful  swea- 
ters for  her  several  grandchildren  and  sweaters  for  her  husband. 
Her  yards  are  clean  and  attractive  from  the  care  and  placing  of 
colorful  flower  beds.   Lela  is  very  devoted  and  attentive  to  her 
aging  mother  and  grandmother.   She  arranges  each  Christmas  to  have 
Santa  Claus  come  to  the  Wiseman  home,  where  the  children  and  grand- 
children have  all  had  personal  contacts  with  deal  old  Sana.   Santa 
has  held  the  children  on  his  knee  and  conversed  gently  and  confi- 
dently with  them. 

The  Wisemans  spend  many  precious  hours  on  camping  trips  with 
their  families.   Both  Jesse  and  Lela  love  to  fish. 

Jesse  said  his  hand  was  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  when  he  was 
the  only  survivor  in  a  head-on  collision  of  two  trains  near 
Deweyville,  Utah.   Two  trainmen  were  killed. 

On  May  12,  1971,  the  Union  Pacific  asked  for  the  discontinued 
operation  of  its  agency  in  Firth,  the  reason  being  insufficient 
business.   This  was  protested  and  the  order  cancelled.   Probably 
there  will  be  no  hearing  until  after  January  1,  1972. 

FREDERICH  D.  BURWELL 

The  Burwell  family  lives  in  one  of  the  railroad  houses  in 
Firth.   Mr.  Burwell  works  for  the  section.   The  Burwells  came  from 
Utah.   One  girl,  Thora  Ann,  is  married.   The  other  children,  Howard, 
Kathryn,  Jeanette  and  Delia  attend  Firth  schools.   There  are  three 
other  children  also  married,  Elva,  Joseph  and  Connie.   Howard  won 
the  National  Newspaper  Award  in  1967  from  the  Post  Register.   He 
carried  the  paper  for  the  Post  Register  for  three  years.   His  sis- 
ters carried  the  papers  for  him  when  he  could  not.  Mrs.  Burwell  is 
deceased. 
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EARL  AND  NAOMA  TRAPPETT 

The  Trappetts  came  here  from  Pocatello  in  1949.   They  live  near 
Lenna  McCracken  in  Firth.   Earl  is  a  welder  for  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  and  is  home  only  on  week  ends.   He  has  worked  for  the  rail- 
road since  1941.   He  works  in  Wyoming,  Idaho  and  Montana.   Naoma  is 
a  bookkeeper  for  Mike's  Paint  and  Glass  in  Blackfoot.   Her  brother, 
Bud,  is  a  driver  for  Wycoff   and  takes  the  mail  to  Spencer  .   He  has 
been  in  the  service  in  the  Medical  Corp  in  Vietnam.   Linda  is  a  fresh- 
man at  Firth  High  School  and  is  active  in  FHA.   Bud  and  Norma  were 
graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

IRVIN  E.  BEEBE  AND  VERA  DYE  (MARSDEN) 

Vera  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Dye  of  Firth.   She 
has  lived  in  Firth  all  her  life  except  two  years  when  she  was  in 
Salt  Lake  City.   Vera  had  two  children,  LaMoyne  and  Ronald,  by  a 
former  marriage  to  a  Mr.  Marsden.   LaMoyne  married  Carol  Mecham  and 
Ronald  married  Orena  Phillips.   He  served  in  the  Navy  in  Korea  and 
now  lives  in  Washington.   Vera  works  in  grocery  stores  for  the  Sugar 
Company . 

LELAND  POPE  AND  LUELLA  DAVIS 

Leland  Pope  was  a  brother  to  Mamie  Johnson.   He  married  Luella 
Davis,  a  sister  of  George  (Jeff)  Davis. 

In  1913  -  14  -  15  Leland  Pope  contracted  with  the  railroad 
company  to  build  the  grades  for  the  side  tracks  at  Gibson,  Firth, 
Cotton,  Ucon  and  Rexburg  and  later  at  Divide,  Montana.   G.  Jeff 
Davis,  his  brother-in-law,  assisted  him.   He  helped  build  the  grade 
where  the  Union  Pacific  Depot  stands.   The  dirt  was  hauled  in  wagons 
from  east  of  the  Sugar  Factory  in  Blackfoot. 

JARGAN  BALKA  &  SOPHIA  SKRINER 

The  Balkas  came  to  Firth  in  1913.   They  lived  in  the  'section 
house'  near  the  water  tank.   The  father,  Jargan,  worked  for  the 
section  foreman  for  many  years.   His  son  Otto  took  care  of  the 
depot  and  train  schedules  in  Shelley.   Otto  was  the  railroad  agent. 

The  nine  children  are:  George  Brigham,  Hyrum  Peter,  Otto  Modean, 
Frederic  Chester,  Alberta,  Catherin,  Karen,  Eva  and  Pauline.   The 
five  girls  helped  operate  the  cafe  the  relatives  of  the  Balkas  had 
in  Shelley.   Several  of  Otto's  brothers  worked  on  the  Goshen  section 
of  the  railroad.   Their  families  lived  in  the  outfit  cars.   Jargan 
Balka  worked  until  he  retired  in  1927.   He  then  moved  to  Blackfoot. 

LOOMIS  FRANDSEN  &  LILLIAN  STUTZNEGGER 

The  Frandsens  came  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  Utah.   Loomis  is  the 
son  of  Erastus  and  Annice  Fransen.   He  is  the  tenth  child  in  a 
family  of  eighteen  children.   Erastus  and  Annice  lived  in  Kimball. 
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Loomis  and  Lillian  had  twelve  children.   They  are  Marjorie 
Criddle,  Louise,  Lynn,  Glenn,  Dean,  Herman,  Valene,  Roland,  Dennis 
and  Darlene.   Dennis  and  Darlene  are  twins.   Dennis  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.   Two  sons  died  soon  after  birth. 

Loomis  and  his  wife  moved  to  Manti,  Utah  where  they  have  a 
lovely  modern  home.   Lillian's  parents  are  John  and  Rachael  King 
Stutznegger.   Both  were  very  active  in  the  Kimball  Ward  before  it 
was  discontinued. 

Many  of  the  histories  of  the  section  men  and  railroad  men 
will  be  found  in  other  chapters  of  this  volume.   The  people  are 
segregated  according  to  the  occupation  of  the  father  or  head  of 
the  house. 


CANALS 

Probably  one  of  the  most  important  things  to  the  first  set- 
tlers was  water,  how  to  get  it  and  how  to  regulate  it. 

An  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Basalt  at  Love's  Hall,  March 
3,  1900  to  make  some  amendments  and  controls  and  to  choose  trus- 
tees for  the  year.   It  was  agreed  at  this  meeting  for  Snake  River 
River  Valley  to  control  West  Branches  and  East  Line  Canals,  with 
a  watermaster  for  each  canal. 

Presto  Burrell  was  President  in  1900  and  Fred  Wilson  was 
Treasurer.   A.  E.  Christensen,  M.  D.  Andrus ,  Charles  J.  Peter- 
son and  Walter  Dye  were  trustees.   It  was  agreed  that  bridges 
over  the  canals  must  be  accepted  by  the  County.   Henry  Whitmill 
was  in  charge  of  the  canal  work  in  May,  1900.   Shares  were  bought, 
a  box  car  was  purchased  to  house  the  tools.   Cedar  Point  was  to 
build  a  waste  gate  near  the  diversion  point  of  the  two  canals. 

No  water  was  to  be  taken  out  above  the  dividing  gates.   Legal 
issues  had  arisen  which  perplexed  the  farmers.  The  secretary  was 
found  to  be  an  implement  of  fraud;  he  had  stolen  bonds  and  pleaded 
bankruptcy.   John  Shelley,  a  school  teacher  at  Shelley,  came  to  the 
rescue  and  explained  some  of  the  legal  facts.   The  Water  Company 
of  the  Cedar  Point  Canal  in  1902  were  John  Shelley,  William  Dye, 
Frank  Huband  and  Charles  Criddle.   Richard  Dye  was  watermaster  on 
Cedar  Point  Canal  for  many  years. 

New  stockholders  came  into  the  company  as  their  land  was  im- 
proved.  New  headgates  had  to  be  built.   This  work  was  put  out  on 
contract.   In  July  of  1904  there  were  3,364  shares  and  in  two 
year,  Nov.,  1906,  11,975  shares  of  water.   Cedar  Point  was  to  keep 
the  canal  graded  down  to  the  dividing  gates. 

After  so  many  problems  arose  about  the  shares  and  the  company 
had  removed  some  of  its  indebtedness,  canal  directors  and  canal 
riders  were  elected  to  help  control  and  avoid  unfair  amounts  of 
water  and  a  fair  distribution.   The  Canal  Company  was  in  financial 
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straits  due  to  fraud.   $3,000  worth  of  bonds  had  to  be  sold  for  80c 

on  the  dollar  in  1908.   Charles  Lyon  was  the  lowest  bidder  for 

u 
watermaster . 

NELS  A.  AND  JAMES  JUST 

Nels  A.  Just  was  probably  the  first  man  who  tried  to  irrigate 
in  the  valley  around  Firth.   In  1871  he  surveyed  the  land  on  the 
Blackfoot  River  where  he  settled  and  found  he  could  make  a  ditch 
from  the  river  to  the  ground  he  wished  to  water.   This  was  not  done 
in  a  day  nor  a  year.   It  was  twenty  years  before  the  water  was 
brought  to  the  place  where  Nels  lived. 

After  this  accomplishment,  a  desire  burned  deep  within  Nels 
to  promote  irrigation.   His  son,  James,  had  grown  to  manhood  and 
had  some  ideas  about  water.   In  1889  Nels  and  James  found  greater 
opportunities  in  the  Snake  River  Valley.   With  the  help  of  in- 
fluential men,  Joseph  Clark  and  Mr.  Tautphaus,  Justs  moved  into  a 
new  field.   They  were  promoters  and  contractors  for  canals.   The 
Idaho  Canal  was  one  of  the  first  projects.   It  put  over  35,000 
acres  of  fertile  land  under  irrigation.   One  hundred  miles  of 
canals  and  laterals  were  built. 

James  carried  on  as  contractor  after  his  father  had  passed 
on. Many  other  canals  were  built  with  the  help  and  advise  of  James 
and  Nels.     From  "Pioneer  Irrigation"5 

WALTER  E.  DYE  AND  SARAH  MARY  ELLEN  CROFT 

Possibly  no  man  has  served  as  watermaster  longer  than  Walter 
Dye  especially  since  1900.   He  was  the  son  of  Richard  and  Mary  M. 
Peek  Dye.   Walter  had  come  to  Idaho  and  helped  his  brothers  work 
on  the  canals  but  he  was  not  here  permanently  until  after  1902. 
Walter  homes teaded  the  land  where  Woodrow  Peterson  now  lives.   This 
was  later  advertised  for  sale  as  school  land.   Walter  worked  for 
John  Drew  in  building  the  Government  Canal,  near  the  Basalt  town- 
site.   His  brother,  Jim  Dye,  and  Walter  enlarged  the  Cedar  Point 
Canal  to  get  water  for  their  homesteads.   Much  information  has 
been  given  in  my  other  book.   Walter  was  a  watermaster  for  twenty 
years . 

JENS  NIELSEN 

Jens  and  his  family  settled  in  the  Kimball  area.   More  is  told 
of  them  elsewhere  in  this  history.   They  were  Danish  converts  and 
hard  working  people.   Jens  worked  on  the  Cedar  Point  Canal  under 
extreme  conditions  of  poverty  and  privation.   Many  times  he  was 
discouraged  and  would  have  given  up  but  was  encouraged  by  a  devoted 
wife,  Rose,  who  obtained  work  to  help  feed  the  family. 

WILLIAM  DYE 

A  very  progressive  type  of  man,  William  Dye,  whose  history  was 
presented  in  my  other  book,  was  the  promoter  of  the  Cedar  Point 
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Canal.   William,  with  three  other  men,  Lorenzo  Firth,  George  King, 
and  Henry  Whitmill  were  the  first  to  go  where  the  head  of  the  Canal 
is  today.   These  four  men  saw  the  possibilities  of  taking  water 
from  the  Snake  River  where  the  jetty  and  dam  was  built  straight 
west  of  Memorial  Park,  south  of  Idaho  Falls. 

This  canal  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  completed  in  1896.   It 
was  started  in  1885,  and  extended  twelve  miles  before  water  was 
removed  from  it  for  irrigation.   The  canal  took  seven  years  to 
build. 

LORENZO  FIRTH 

Lorenzo  was  an  uncle  of  William  Dye.   He  was  the  business  man 
and  promoter  type,  and  was  very  influential  in  getting  the  town  of 
Firth  started.   This  town  was  named  after  him.   Lorenzo's  son  helped 
start  one  of  the  first  mercantile  businesses  in  Firth.   Mr.  Firth 
sold  80  acres  of  his  place  to  build  the  town.   He  gave  the  railroad 
a  place  to  put  a  water  tank  and  section  house  when  they  had  to  be 
moved  in  1900. 

GEORGE  KING  AND  HENRY  WHITMILL 

George  and  Henry  were  related  and  had  ground  north  and  west  of 
Basalt.   Leonard  Cox  later  bought  them  out.   George  and  Henry  had 
foresight  about  obtaining  water  from  the  Snake  River  at  a  point 
further  up  stream.   It  was  near  this  place  they  met  William  Dye  and 
Lorenzo  Firth  and  later  where  the  dam  was  built  for  the  Cedar  Point 
Canal. 

RICHARD  THOMAS  DYE  AND  ELIZABETH  JANE  JONES 

A  complete  history  was  given  of  Richard  Dye  in  the  first  book 
"History  of  the  Cedar  Point". 

Richard  has  been  a  progressive  man  and  much  concerned  about 
the  water  for  irrigation  since  a  very  young  man.   Richard  was  water- 
master  of  Cedar  Point  Canal  for  many,  many  years.   His  life  was  one 
of  hardship  and  trail  blazing.   He  raised  a  fine  family  who  have 
been  stalwarts  to  the  community  of  Goshen  and  Firth. 

THOMAS  MITCHELL 

Although  Thomas  never  received  water  from  the  Cedar  Point  canal 
for  his  farm,  he  gave  many  hours  of  hard  work  on  the  canal  as  it 
went  near  his  property  North  of  Shelley. 

ANDREW  0.  INGLESTROM 

Having  the  first  store  and  post  office  in  Basalt  along  the 
railroad  tracks,  Andrew  did  much  in  getting  shovels,  picks,  grocer- 
ies and  supplies  for  the  hundreds  of  earnest  toilers  on  the  canals. 
Andrew  would  work  with  his  team  whenever  possible. 
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OLE  PETER  JENSEN 

Ole  came  from  Nebraska  to  Utah  then  to  Shelley  in  1894.   He 
helped  with  the  construction  of  the  Snake  River  Valley  canal  which 
was  merged  with  the  Cedar  Point  in  1896.   The  water  comes  out  of 
the  same  head-gate.   Later  the  Snake  River  Valley  is  divided  into 
two  canals  known  as  East  and  West  Canals.   In  some  places  these 
canals  were  dug  through  solid  lava  rock.   Mr.  Jensen  was  one  of  the 
first  watermasters  of  this  irrigation  system,  where  he  served  the 
entire  system.   Later  he  served  only  the  East  Branch.   Being  master 
for  these  new  canals  was  a  very  responsible  position,  as  much  of  the 
soil  was  loose  and  breaks  were  very  common.   Many  times  watermasters 
were  called  out  at  night  to  close  a  break.   This  had  to  be  with  team 
and  scraper. 

The  canal  master  would  ride  a  horse  up  and  down  the  banks  every 
day  to  keep  watch  for  breaks. 

When  the  irrigation  system  was  formed  into  a  district,  the  men 
who  had  constructed  the  canals  were  issued  bonds  to  cover  their 
interest  in  the  canal.   Ole  Jensen's  place  was  in  Shelley. 

CHARLES  WHITE  AND  ADELAIDE  DYE 

Charles  came  with  his  parents  John  E.  White  and  Caroline  Davis 

in  1905  from  St.  John's,  Arizona.   Charles  was  a  lad  of  fourteen, 

white's  farmed  forty  acres  east  of  Esplins  and  lived  in  Basalt.   The 

Whites  lived  on  the  corner  where  Barnharts  now  live,  two  blocks 
south  of  the  Basalt  Church. 

Charles  married  Adelaide  Dye  in  1912.   She  was  the  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Elizabeth  J.  Dye.   Charles  and  Adelaide  farmed  for 
several  years.   They  lived  in  a  frame  house  north  of  Jesse  Wiseman 
for  many  years.   While  here  in  Basalt,  Charles  was  employed  by  the 
Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation  Company  for  twenty-two  years,  fifteen 
of  those  years  as  manager. 

Charles  liked  to  make  people  laugh  and  be  happy.   At  Ward 
Christmas  parties  he  will  be  remembered  for  being  the  jolly  Santa 
Claus . 

Charles  and  Adelaide  were  well  known  and  much  loved  for  their 
ability  to  thrill  people  and  make  them  laugh  as  they  performed  in 
many  plays  which  were  presented  in  the  old  recreation  hall.   Both 
were  active  in  Church  activities.  Adelaide  was  President  of  MIA, 
Primary  and  Relief  Society  at  different  times.   Charles  was  presi- 
dent of  YMMIA  and  other  positions. 

In  1924  they  moved  to  Salt  Lake  where  they  resided  for  ten 
years  returning  to  Basalt  in  19  34. 

Charles  and  Adelaide  are  parents  of  six  children:  Mrs.  William 
(Norma)  James  of  Salt  Lake,  Mrs.  Carl  (Verda)  Armstrong,  Mrs. 
Charles  (Melba)  Wiseman,  Elzo  White  all  of  Basalt  and  Mrs.  Harold 
(June)  Ring  of  Spokane,  Washington, 

428 


After  Adelaide  died,  Charles  married  Mrs.  Myrtle  Wilson  of 
Shelley  and  moved  to  Shelley. 

HYRUM  PARLEY  JOHNSON  AND  ELIZABETH  CHAPMAN 

Hyrum  came  to  Basalt  when  it  was  very  young,  in  1903.   He  ser- 
ved as  Clerk  on  the  town  board  in  1915.   Hyrum  worked  as  a  canal 
rider  for  many  years.   He  also  did  custom  hay-baling. 

Elizabeth  was  a  convert  from  England.   She  had  been  converted 
by  Ben  E.  Rich  and  was  raised  around  Ogden,  Utah.  Hyrum  and  "Lizzie" 
had  a  large  family:  Thelma,  Mrs.  Louis  Howell  of  Shelley,  Mrs. 
Ellis  (Arlene)  Armstrong  of  Basalt,  Mrs.  Raymond  (Gladys)  Ray  of 
Shelley,  Glen  and  Harold  of  Shelley,  Dean  of  Inkom,   Idaho,  Dell 
of  Missouri,  Willard  Johnson  of  Firth.   All  of  the  children  attended 
Basalt  and  Firth  schools. 

Hyrum  died  in  1925.   Lizzie  married  Pete  Yorgensen  and  moved 
to  Goshen.   Lizzie  had  a  lovely  voice  and  sang  in  choruses  and 
choirs.   She  worked  in  most  of  the  Church  auxiliaries  while  in 
Basalt. 

GEORGE  BUTLER  AND  ELOISE  PARK 

George's  people  were  on  a  strip  of  land  across  from  the  Heise 
dry  beds,  called  Butler  Island,  where  they  came  about  1884. 
Edwin  W.  Butler  and  Jane  Hunter  of  Toole,  Utah,  had  sheep.   They 
could  run  them  on  the  Island.   The  Butlers  were  Irish.   The  grand- 
father, Nick  Wetson,  lived  with  the  Indians  as  they  were  on  both 
sides  of  the  Island.   He  owned  land  around  Jackson,  Wyoming.   The 
Butler  children  attended  school  at  Menan  and  Annis.   Edwin  helped 
make  the  Burgess  Canal  and  the  Butler  boys  worked  on  the  other 
canals  around  Heise. 

George  carried  the  mail  on  skis  from  Ririe  where  he  met  the 
carrier.   He  and  his  brother  and  father  would  work  out  Canal  Water 
assessments  and  would  work  for  hay  for  the  canal  horses.   All  work 
was  done  with  teams  of  horses.   The  crib  had  a  pole  bottom,  then 
the  wing  dams  were  formed. 

George  said  the  Co-op  farm  at  Lyman  was  farmed  by  a  group  in 
the  same  field.   It  would  be  called  a  welfare  farm  today.   George 
remembers  on  the  road  seventeen  miles  east  of  Ririe,  three  cars 
were  stuck  three  days  and  nights  in  snow  going  to  Swan  Valley.   The 
people  stayed  with  the  Butlers.   George  helped  dig  them  out. 

Frank  Butler,  a  brother,  lived  where  Garth  Holm  now  lives, 
northeast  of  Basalt. 

George  married  Eloise  Park,  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Lucy 
McHall  Park  of  Murray,  Utah.   George  and  Eloise  came  from  Dubois 
in  1951.   They  bought  the  Teeples  place  first,  then  moved  to  Basalt. 
Part  of  the  family  attended  school  in  Basalt.   The  Butlers  sold 
their  milk  to  Challenge  Creamery  when  they  had  milk  cows.   Owen  Hall, 
an  uncle  of  Eloise,  was  the  first  president  of  Challenge. 
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Eloise  has  a  hobby  of  quilting  and  yard  work.   She  loved  horses 
but  her  father  would  not  let  her  ride.   The  family  likes  fishing, 
skiing,  and  hunting.   Their  children  were:  Frank  E.  served  in  Okinawa 
for  four  years,  Samuel  E. ,  Ethel  Reda  (Mrs.  Weldon  Stevens)  lives 
in  Basalt,  Josephine,  Carol,  Eloise, Ella  works  in  a  hospital,  Ella 
received  a  scholarship  in  beauty  work  and  loved  home  economics, 
Roger  A.  in  the  Army,  Ronnie  G.  married  Keneen  Barrus  and  is  in 
Germany  in  the  Army,  RaDean  received  a  scholorship  in  Seminary  and 
Debra,  who  is  at  home. 

ORIN  TURNER  AND  CLEO  SPACKMAN 

Orin  and  Cleo  live  in  Wapello  and  bought  the  Cy  Tolman  home 
south  of  Kimball  Store.   Orin  is  a  graduate  of  Blackfoot  High  School 
and  attended  the  University  of  Idaho.   He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
West  Branch  and  Blackfoot  Canals. 

He  acts  as  co-ordinator  between  farmers  and  the  Extension  Ser- 
vice of  the  U.S.I.   He  has  worked  with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
of  the  district. 

Orin  was  counselor  to  Bishop  Afton  Crofts  of  the  Firth  Ward  for 

eight  years.   Cleo  was  raised  in  Rockford.   She  works  as  bookkeeper 

at  the  County  Assessors  office  in  Blackfoot  where  she  has  been 
employed  for  seventeen  years. 

Orin  and  Cleo  have  three  children:   Diane  married  Wayne  Killpack, 
They  live  in  Kimball.   Wayne  farms  and  works  in  Idaho  Falls.   Diane 
is  a  director  for  American  Potatoes.   LaNae  married  Loumeli,  a 
Spanish  boy  who  is  in  the  Coast  Guard  in  South  Carolina.   Kim  M.  is 
in  High  School  in  Firth. 

JAMES  MITCHELL  JR.  AND  ANNIE  HULL 

James  Mitchell  Sr.  and  his  Wife,  Janette,  both  came  from  Scot- 
land to  St.  Louis   in  1850.   In  1885  they  moved  from  Weber  Co., 
Utah  and  settled  in  Bingham  Co.   James  Jr.  helped  construct  the 
Cedar  Point  Canal.   He  homesteaded  320  acres  of  land  North  of 
Shelley  and  was  the  first  to  use  water  from  the  canal  built  south 
of  Idaho  Falls.   James  Sr.  died  in  1890. 

James  and  Annie's  children  are:   James  III,  John,  Andrew  and 
Janette.   James,  Jr.  had  fourteen  children:  Mary  (deceased),  James, 
Thomas,  John,  William,  Joseph,  Jeanette,  Walter,  Richard,  Twins, 
Margaret  and  Adam,  Helen,  Anna,  and  Nettie  Bell. 

Thomas  Mitchell  homesteaded  160  acres. 

THOMAS  MITCHELL  AND  ELIZA  EVANS 

Thomas  and  his  wife,  Eliza  Evans,  farmed  160  acres.   The  sage 
brush  was  healthy  and  had  to  be  removed  before  the  crops  could  be 
planted.   All  the  family  helped  with  this  project.   Thomas  took  an 
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active  part  in  the  development  of  the  Snake  River  Valley.   He  and 
Eliza  endured  the  many  hardships  of  those  early  days. 

He  worked  on  the  Cedar  Point  Canal  with  his  father  and  bro- 
thers.  Their  land  was  the  first  to  be  irrigated  from  the  canal 
that  took  seven  years  to  build. 

Thomas  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Cedar 
Point  Canal  Company. 

William  Mitchell  and  Harry  Mitchell  also  worked  on  the  Canal. 
(Fred  Mitchell's  story  is  under  R.  T.  French). 

ORRICE  BARNHART  AND  NOLA  BOLANDER 

Nola  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Nora  McGary  Bolander. 
The  Bolanders  were  of  Danish  descent.   Nola  was  raised  around 
Shelley  and  Firth. 

Orrice  and  Nola  moved  from  American  Falls  to  Firth  in  1960. 
They  lived  in  Clyde  Gardners  home,  where  the  Haggards  live  now. 
Orrice  was  a  trucker  and  rode  canals  for  Aberdeen  Springfield  and 
for  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation  Co.   He  has  also  worked  for 
Idaho  Supreme.   He  has  been  a  farmer  and  raised  beets  and  wheat 
and  sold  milk  to  the  Challenge  Co.   He  is  interested  in  Scout  Work 
and  likes  to  fish  and  hunt. 

Nola  is  an  LPN  and  worked  in  the  American  Falls  Hospital. 
For  15  years  she  operated  a  Foster  Home.   Her  hobbies  are  sewing 
and  crocheting. 

The  children  have  attended  school  in  Firth.   They  are:   Alice 
Lee,  Jeery  Norton,  Dale  Norton,  Richelle  Norton,  and  Norine  N. 
Smith,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Basalt. 

NOBLE  BARRUS  AND  HAZEL  LARSON 

The  Larsons  came  on  a  train  from  Salem,  Utah  in  1914.   Isaac 
J.  and  Delila  J.  Stone  Larson  came  to  Porterville  where  they  lived 
for  10  years,  attended  Church  at  Groveland,  and  attnded  Rose  school. 
Later  they  moved  to  Lava  Side,  across  from  the  Lava  Side  school- 
house. 

Hazel  finished  9th  grade  in  Lava  Side  School.   A  Mr.  Julliett 
taught  there  when  the  High  School  started.   The  High  School  was 
held  in  Firth,  in  the  Ramsey  Building,  until  the  schoolhouse  was 
finished.   Hazel  rode  horseback  with  the  Christensen  boys  each 
morning.   The  round  trip  was  six  miles.   She  would  have  to  change 
from  her  riding  attire  to  school  clothes. 

One  morning  her  horse  bucked  and  almost  piled  her  in  the  Canal. 
She  let  the  horse  loose  and  she  was  at  the  school  in  a  few  minutes. 

Lydia  Winkler  was  the  principal  of  the  school.   This  was  between 
1914  and  1922.   After  the  high  school  building  was  finished,  many 
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of  the  students  came  back  and  finished  their  education. 

Noble  Barrus  was  herding  sheep  for  the  Gardners  and  Hazel  Lar- 
son was  doing  house  work  for  them.  The  two  were  married  and  worked 
for  Bill  Stolworthy. 

The  Barrus  family  moved  to  Groveland  where  they  raised  their 
family.   LaMar  was  the  oldest  and  is  the  only  one  living  in  this 
area.   They  live  in  Basalt  where  he  is  a  well  driller. 

Noble  was  canal  rider  for  Riverside  Canal  for  23  years.   He 
was  a  Government  trapper  for  the  state  of  Idaho.   One  time  a  lynx 
cat  was  in  the  trap  and  was  furious  because  of  the  pain.   It  was 
not  quite  dead.   The  men  crawled  on  top  of  the  car  to  escape  an 
attack  from  the  lynx. 

DENNIS  AND  LUANNA  HJELM 

Dennis,  son   of  Paul  and  Lucille  Harker  Hjelm,  has  been  liv- 
ing in  Firth  and  Basalt  all  his  life.   He  married  Ardis  Duce. 
They  later  separated  and  he  was  left  with  four  children. 

He  married  Luanna  Park  from  Ririe  in  1962.  They  built  a  new 
home  in  Basalt  and  have  been  finishing  and  improving  it.  It  is  a 
very  beautiful  home. 

Luanna  is  a  registered  nurse.   Her  story  is  under  doctors  and 
nurses  about  the  children.   Dennis  operated  the  Phillips  66  station 
in  Shelley  for  twelve  years.   In  19  70  he  bought  the  Vernon  Curtis 
farm  which  joined  his  mother's  place  on  the  south.   His  boys  milk 
about  a  dozen  cows  and  sell  the  milk  to  Kraft  in  Blackfoot. 

Dennis  has  been  ditch  rider  for  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation 
for  the  past  year.   He  is  an  appraiser  for  Bingham  County. 

CANAL  RIDERS 

Dennis  Hjelm,  1971;  Hyrum  P.  Johnson,  Orrice  Barnhart,  for  the 
American  Sprinfield  and  Snake  River  Valley,  Walter  E.  Dye  for  23 
years,  Jim  Dye,  Charles  White,  Eugene  Farrar,  George  Wilson,  Odell 
Campbell,  Odell  Dye,  Vern  Thompson,  Ben  Harker,  Noble  Barrus,  James 
Mitchell,  Thomas  Mitchell  and  Wallace  Lindsay. 

WALLACE  LINDSAY  AND  BERTHA  CROUCH 

The  Canal  Company  built  a  house  where  the  People's  and  Lava 
Side  Canals  head.   Wallace  Lindsay  lived  in  this  house  for  many 
years.   He  and  Bertha  raised  their  five  children  in  the  Lava  Side 
and  Firth  areas. 

Wallace  started  as  rider  for  the  Lava  Side  Canal  and  regulator 
of  head  gates  for  the  Peoples  Canal  about  1925.   The  Companies  never 
had  a  more  faithful  rider  or  overseer  than  Wallace.   He  was  very 
dependable  and  concerned  about  the  regulation  of  the  head  gates  and 
wishes  of  the  farmers.   During  about  fifteen  years  that  Wallace 
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worked  for  the  Irrigation  Companies,  he  also  farmed  on  a  small 
scale.   He  raised  hay,  grain,  potatoes  and  livestock.   He  owned 
a  farm  flock  of  sheep. 

Wallace  and  Bertha  had  five  children  and  they  attended 
Riverview  and  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Lyle  Lindsay 
teaches  High  School  in  Firth.   He  married  Virginia  Butler  of 
Riverview.   He  served  in  the  service  and  is  active  around  home. 
Floyd  served  Uncle  Sam  and  now  lives  in  Blackfoot  and  has  been  a 
bus  driver  for  A.E.C.  for  many  years.   He  married  Margaret  John- 
son.  Oris  lives  in  Riverton.   He  married  Kathy  Hawker  and  has 
driven  a  bus  for  the  A.E.C.  since  it  first  began.   He  also  served 
in  the  armed  forces.   Lavada  married  Wayne  Neil.   They  live  in 
Pocatello,  where  Lavada  works  for  the  Agricultural  Service. 
Marlene  is  married  and  lives  in  Connecticut.   Maria  attended  Ricks 
College.   She  married  Marvin  Miles  of  Goshen  and  they  live  in 
Hawaii  where  he  teaches  high  school  and  she  works. 

Bertha  Lindsay,  the  mother,  passed  away  while  Wallace  lived 
in  Lava  Side.   Later  he  married  Lois  Scott  from  Challis.   Lois 
had  five  children  and  the  Lindsay  family  moved  onto  her  farm  at 
Lava  Side.   Her  children  are:  Bill  Scott  who  lives  in  Moreland  and 
owns  the  Twin  Butte  Construction  Co.   Mary  Jo  Scott  is  with  the 
telephone  company  in  Pocatello.   Lea  Belle  married  Andrew  Katseanas 
and  they  live  in  Thomas.   Ruby  Scott  is  a  school  teacher  in  Centra- 
lia,  Washington.   Sam  R.  (Buddy)  lives  in  Moreland  and  works  as  a 
mechanic  for  Simplots. 

After  Wallace  and  Lois  were  married,  they  had  one  girl,  Maria. 

Lois  worked  as  a  psychiatric  technician  at  the  Hospital 
South  for  twenty  years.   She  received  an  award  certificate  and  a 
pin  for  being  psychiatric  aid  of  the  year  1957  in  the  hospital. 

Wallace  and  Lois  have  retired  after  raising  a  family  of 
eleven  industrious  children  and  giving  so  many  years  of  service 
to  their  vocations.   Wallace  worked  for  the  Irrigation  Company 
for  thirty-five  years.   Lindsays  have  twenty  nine  grandchildren 
and  seven  great-grandchildren.    They  are  now  living  in  Moreland. 

A  very  tragic  incident  happened  while  the  Lindsays  lived  in 
Lava  Side.   At  the  lower  gates  of  the  People's  Canal,  four  young 
people  in  a  car  missed  the  road  and  plunged  into  the  canal.   Three 
were  drowned  because  the  car  doors  could  not  be  opened.   One  of  the 
crowd  escaped  possibly  by  breaking  out  a  window.   Mr.  Lindsay  helped 
get  the  victims  out  of  the  canal. 

JOHN  ENGLAND  AND  CHARLES  M.  MERRILL 

John  England  and  Charles  M.  Merrill  did  a  great  deal  of  promo- 
ting and  construction  of  the  People's  Canal.   This  was  started  in 
1885,  two  miles  down  stream  from  the  Firth  Bridge.   The  People's 
Canal  and  the  Lava  Side  head  at  the  same  dam  site. 
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These  people  do  not  live  in  Firth  but  the  canals  have  affected 
Firth  residents.   Many  of  the  riders  and  upkeep  men  have  been  from 
Firth  and  Riverview  communities. 

NEW  SWEDEN  CANAL 

In  1894  the  Great  Western  Land  Co. ,  sponsored  by  Gustar  Wallen- 
berg, C.  A.  Peterson  and  J.  H.  Stevens,  had  what  was  called  Boomer 
Tracts.   This  was  in  New  Sweden.   Most  of  these  settlers  were  Swedes, 
It  was  called  The  Swede  Land  Company. 

Until  this  time  ditches  were  made  by  hand.   No  canvas  dams  were 
available,  so  dykes  had  to  be  built.   In  the  summer  water  was  hauled 
from  the  Porter  Canal,  which  was  built  in  1886  until  wells  and  dit- 
ches were  made.   In  the  winter,  water  was  hauled  from  the  Snake 
River.   Many  of  the  people  lived  in  dugouts  until  homes  could  be 
built. 

About  1891  plans  were  made  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  Co. 
In  1900,  the  cribbing  was  installed  and  building  was  commenced. 
The  Idaho  canal  on  the  east  side  and  New  Sweden  on  the  west  both 
used  the  same  head  check.   These  canals  went  through  parts  of  three 
counties,  Jefferson,  Bonneville  and  Bingham. 

Some  of  the  men  who  were  most  influential  in  promoting  and 
directing  were:  John  M.  Lundgren,  Swans  on  Brothers,  John  B.  Axel 
and  Charles  Anderson,  Grover  W.  Jensen  and  Mrs.  Irene  Welch  Grissom. 

A  New  Sweden  Irrigation  District  covers  much  territory  west 
of  the  Snake  River.   The  canal  is  taken  from  the  Snake  River  just 
south  of  Roberts  and  ends  near  the  Lava  Side  school.   The  Great 
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Western  and  the  Porter  canals  are  part  of  New  Sweden. 

SPRINKLING 

We  must  not  forget  to  mention  sprinkling.   Thousands  of  acres 
are  watered  each  year  since  1948  when  the  idea  was  started  to 
sprinkle.   It  would  be  impossible  to  mention  the  names  of  those 
using  sprinklers  but  we  must  recognize  this  great  invention  as  one 
of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 

Electric  companies  have  supplied  farms  on  the  desert  and  dry 
farms  with  electricity.   Pumps  have  been  installed  on  individual 
farms  and  water  is  pumped  from  canals  or  rivers.   On  the  desert, 
deep  wells  have  been  driven,  bringing  water  to  thirsty  soil. 
Fields  are  indeed  'blooming  as  a  rose'  and  beautiful  farms  are 
'flourishing  on  the  hill  tops.' 

CANAL  RIDERS  FOR  NEW  SWEDEN  IRRIGATION 

Some  of  the  canal  riders  for  New  Sweden  did  not  live  in 
Riverview.   John  Carlson  rode  for  the  company  for  many  years. 
He  lived  near  Idaho  Falls.   Floyd  Porter  was  an  early  rider,  one 
of  the  first  who  lived  in  the  canal  company  house  in  Riverview. 
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The  house  was  built  before  19  35.   No  one  knows  the  exact  date. 
Vernon  Sthyles  lived  in  it  before  1940  and  rode  the  ditch. 

Martin  Williams  rode  canal  but  lived  on  the  Simeon  Steele  farm 
which  he  was  operating  in  19  37.   Dennis  Hjelm  has  this  farm  today. 

Hjilmer  Anderson  rode  ditch  just  before  George  Wilson  who  rode 
canal  from  19  35  to  19  36.   Martin  Williams  may  have  taken  the  posi- 
tion before  Wilson.   Since  George  Wilson,  the  riders  have  been  Bul- 
lock, Ruel  Moss,  Norman  McFee  and  James  Butler.   Ruel  Moss  rode 
from  1947  to  48.   James  Butler  had  the  Canal  Company  house  enlarged. 
It  was  formerly  two  small  rooms. 

The  Great  Western  Canal  Co.  runs  west  of  and  through  Art  Ander- 
son's farm.   It  was  built  between  1884  and  1896.   August  Larsen  and 
Oel  Anderson,  Art's  father,  built  the  high  ditch  that  runs  parrallel 
to  the  west  road,  east  of  Art's  place. 

The  New  Sweden  Canal  is  east  and  runs  along  the  ridge  down 
through  the  Beelart  farm.   Ernest  Jackson  was  manager  of  the  New 
Sweden  Irrigation  Co.  for  years. 

He  is  celebrating  his  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary. 

Ralph  Heston  is  manager  today,  19  71.   He  lives  in  New  Sweden. 

WILLIAM  (BILL)  H.  CEDERBERG  AND  EBBA  FREDERIKSEN 

William  was  the  son  of  Gustave  Cederberg,  an  early  promoter 
of  farms  on  the  west  side.   He  was  a  very  active  and  civic  minded 
man.   He  gave  himself  unselfishly  to  every  good  cause  of  home, 
community  and  country. 

He  served  on  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  board  of  directors  for 
about  forty  years.   Bill  helped  promote  and  organize  the  Upper  Snake 
River  Valley  Dairymen's  Association  (Challenge) .   He  served  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  Challenge  for  thirty  years.   He  also  served 
many  years  on  the  Board  of  the  Potato  Growers  Association. 

Bill  served  for  twenty  years  on  the  school  board  and  as  a 
board  member  of  the  Federal  Land  Bank  until  his  death.   He  was  a 
veteran  of  World  War  II  and  was  in  France  and  Germany  and  received 
a  medal.   He  was  an  active  member  of  the  American  Legion.   Bill 
donated  willingly  to  all  fund  raising  projects.   He  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lodge  and  a  Shriner  for  which  he  served  at  least  one 
term.   William  passed  away  April  11,  1964. 

William  married  Ebba  Viola  Frederiksen,  the  sixth  child  of 
Frederik  and  Christine  C.  Frederiksen,  from  Denmark.  They  were 
early  settlers  from  Richfield,  Utah  living  in  Kilgore,  Idaho.  The 
Frederiksens  came  in  a  covered  wagon,  with  a  few  milk  cows  and  a 
few  bare  necessities,  very  little  cash,  only  script.  The  first 
home  was  a  log  cabin  which  was  replaced  later  by  a  good  home  in 
Kilgore. 
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Ebb  a  attended  grade  school  in  Kilgore  and  Menan  and  the  Lewis- 
ville  High  School  after  her  parents  sold  out  in  Kilgore  and  moved 
to  Lewisville.   After  graduating  from  high  school,  Ebba  attended 
Albion  Normal  School  one  year.   In  1921  she  came  to  Firth  to  teach 
fifth  and  sixth  grades.   In  1923  after  teaching  two  years,  Ebba 
married  William  Cederberg.   He  was  a  promising  young  farmer  with 
a  little  home  on  the  Snake  River  bank  near  the  Firth  bridge. 

Five  children  were  born  to  Bill  and  Ebba:  Dallas  W.  married 
Seva  from  Hong  Kong,  China.   Dallas  works  for  Lockheed  Air  Craft 
as  a  managing  director.   They  live  in  Canherra,  Australia  and  have 
five  children,  ages  2  through  21.   Glenn  E.  married  Betty  Knight 
from  Delta,  Utah.   Glenn  works  at  A.E.C.  and  helps  on  the  farm. 
They  have  four  children,  ages  11  through  22.   Elvera  married  Albert 
Gentillon,  a  farmer  and  cattle  man.   They  live  in  Firth  and  have 
four  children,  ages  9  through  24.  Carolyn  is  the  wife  of  Harley  D. 
Towne  of  Creswell  Oregon.   Both  are  school  teachers.   They  have 
five  children,  ages  15  through  20. 

Bill  and  Ebba  were  baptized  into  the  Baptist  Church,  later 
called  Firth  Tabernacle  Assembly  of  God.   Bill  received  a  25  year 
certificate  from  the  Grange  in  January,  1958.   Bill  died  in  1964. 

Ebba  lives  in  her  beautiful  little  home  enjoying  home  making 
and  gardening.   She  has  beautiful  flowers.   She  belongs  to  the 
Home  Makers  Club  and  is  an  active  member  of  her  church.   She  is  a 
kind,  ideal  neighbor  and  shows  love  to  her  friends  and  all  mankind. 

VERN  STHYLS  AND  DELLA  BYBEE 

From  the  information  obtained,  Vern  rode  ditch  about  1935  to 
19  36  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  Company.   He  also  rode  canals 
for  one  year. 

He  and  Delia  lived  in  the  company  house  on  the  west  side  road, 
where  Jim  Butler  now  resides.   In  1940,  Sthyls  moved  to  Lava  Side, 
where  Vern  operated  a  small  farm.   After  he  left  the  Riverview  area 
he  moved  near  the  head  of  the  New  Sweden  Canal  and  was  canal  rider 
for  the  company  there.   Vern  and  Delia  had  no  children  of  their  own. 
They  adopted  a  little  girl.   They  have  moved  to  Yakima,  Washington. 

GEORGE  WILSON  AND  BESSIE  MANGUM 

George  was  rider  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  in  19  36  to  1943. 
He  replaced  Hjlmer  Anderson  who  rode  canals  for  one  year. 

George  rode  horse  back  along  the  canals  before  a  road  was  built 
along  them  wide  enough  for  a  pickup  truck.   Eleven  years  were  spent 
for  the  New  Sweden  Canal.   George  has  been  with  the  Snake  River 
Valley  for  eight  years. 

George  married  Bessie  Mangum  of  Shelley.   The  Wilsons  lived  in 
the  canal  company  house  north  of  Art  Andersons  in  Riverview  where 
the  children  attended  elementary  school.   They  were  bussed  to  Firth 
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High  School.      The  children  are:  Marjorie,  who  lives  in  Lebanon, 
Oregon.   Her  husband  is  in  construction.   Joyce's  husband  is  with 
Continental  Air  Lines  in  Denver,  Colorado.   Milton,  in  the  Army,  is 
a  civil  engineer  in  Canada.   Connie's  husband  works  for  Simplots  in 
the  mines  where  he  operates  the  heavy  equipment. 

CLYDE  D.  JENKINS  AND  BLINDA  M.  BEST 

The  Jenkins  came  from  Victor  to  Basalt  in  1942  and  bought  land 
from  Clyde's  father,  William  T.  Jenkins,  and  his  wife  Rozella. 
Clyde  married  Blinda  Marion  Best  from  Panguitch,  Utah,  the  daughter 
of  Mary  and  Thomas  Best.   Blinda  does  beautiful  handwork,  raises 
large  gardens  and  cans  the  produce  she  raises.   Carl  works  on  canals 
and  Billy  works  at  Idaho  Supreme.   Clyde  worked  in  the  timber,  herded 
sheep,  and  did  day  labor  for  farmers.   He  died  in  1949  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Victor,  Idaho.   Blinda  was  left  with  eight  children  under 
eighteen.   Three  of  the  boys,  Bob,  Ralph  and  Fred  were  in  the  Armed 
Forces.   They  were  in  the  South  Pacific  and  Korea.   Lura  is  in 
Nampa,  Idaho.   Bob  is  in  Victor.   Betty  Caughie  is  in  Oregon, 
Audrey  Underwood  is  in  Aberdeen,  Ralph  D.  is  in  Idaho  Falls,  Ger- 
aldine  is  in  Oregon,  Alice  Morre  and  Fred  Jenkins  are  in  Blackfoot, 
Ed  Jenkins,  Billy  and  Carl  are  in  Basalt  and  Jean  West  is  in  Sweet 
Home,  Oregon. 

MARTIN  WILLIAMS  AND  WINIFRED  FOWLES 

The  Williams  came  to  Riverview  in  19  37.   They  bought  the 
Simeon  Steele  homestead,  now  owned  by  Dennis  Hjelm.   Martin  was 
very  active  in  the  Riverview  Grange.   He  had  enlisted  in  the  Canad- 
ian Army  in  W.W.I,  with  the  31st  Albertas.   He  served  overseas. 

The  Williams  had  a  farm  flock  of  chickens  and  dairy  cows. 
He  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   Martin  rode  canal  for  New  Sweden 
Irrigation  for  many  years  before  and  after  he  moved  to  Riverview. 
Martin  passed  away  in  1961.   Tommy  and  Mrs.  Williams  lived  in  Post 
Falls  in  northern  Idaho  for  a  few  years.   The  freeway  was  put 
through  their  acreage  so  they  sold  out  and  moved  back  to  Idaho 
Falls  in  1966.   Tom  works  for  the  city  of  Idaho  Falls.   He  and 
his  mother,  Winifred,  live  on  Curtis  Avenue.   Tom  served  four  years 
in  the  Army  during  World  War  II. 

Dorothy  is  married  to  a  police  detective  in  San  Jose,  Cali- 
fornia.  They  have  two  children.   Dick  lives  in  Reno,  Nevada. 
He  served  in  the  Air  Force  during  World  War  II. 

RUEL  MOSS  AND  LOIS  THOMPSON 

Ruel  and  Lois  Moss  lived  in  the  little  canal  company  house 
for  two  years  while  he  was  rider  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation 
Company  during  1946  -  48.   The  Mosses  lived  in  Firth  for  two 
years.   They  operated  the  Goshen  Store  from  1949  -  1950.   They 
moved  to  American  Falls  in  1950.   After  moving  to  American  Falls, 
Ruel  served  in  World  War  II  in  the  Army.   They  had  four  children: 
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Glen,  Arlo  (deceased),  Mary  Ann  and  Shirley.   All  of  them  are 
married.   Lois  has  her  own  beauty  shop  in  American  Falls. 

LEE  MILLER 

Lee  Miller  worked  on  the  Great  Western  and  Willow  Creek  Canals 
also  the  Idaho  Canal.   An  antidote  from  Lee:   When  one  of  the  men 
stole  some  supplies,  the  contractor  put  the  offender  in  the  river 
for  punishment.   Lee  also  worked  on  the  government  canal  when 
Joseph  A.  Clark  was  the  engineer.   He  helped  build  the  canal  as 
it  went  thru  Firth.   He  helped  widen  the  Cedar  Point  canal  through 
Eb  Peterson  and  Fred  Wilson  farms.   Lee  rode  the  canal  for  some 
time. 

JOSEPH  AND  WALTER  BITHELL 

Joseph  and  Walter  Bithell  helped  with  the  canals  south  of 
Kimball.   The  Fox  School  was  on  the  banks  of  the  West  Branch. 
Gene  Hutchinson  was  walking  along  the  railroad  track  going  home 
from  a  dance  and  discovered  the  track  was  washed  away  by  a  break 
in  the  canal  bank  just  north  of  Kimball  and  south  of  Firth.   A 
full  stream  of  water  was  washing  through.   Gene  flagged  the  train 
and  averted  a  tragedy. 

ALPHUUS  WHITTEN 

The  Whittens  were  from  California.   They  were  canal  people 
and  worked  at  a  construction  camp  near  Firth.   Here  forty  to 
fifty  teams  and  scrapers  made  the  bed  for  the  canal.   It  is 
rumored  this  bed  was  to  have  been  for  the  railroad  to  go  near 
Basalt.   This  plan  was  abandoned  and  the  canal  was  put  around 
the  hill  for  the  Blackfoot  River  Canal. 

SAMUEL  DIAL 

Samuel  Dial  was  a  promoter  for  the  Utah  Idaho  Sugar  Company. 
He  spent  much  time  working  on  the  Cedar  Point  and  Snake  River 
Valley  Irrigation  Company.   Sam  and  his  family  lived  in  Basalt 
many  years . 

PETER  MONSON 

Peter  Monson  homesteaded  on  the  east  side  of  Sand  Creek  east 
of  Firth.   He  was  on  the  board  of  directors  and  acted  as  president 
of  the  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation  for  many  years. 

CARL  NELSON 

Carl  was  a  homesteader  at  Lava  Side  and  did  much  work  on  the 
canals  and  laterals  in  his  area. 

ERIC  SUNQUIST 

Eric  Sundquist  rode  ditch  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  for 
many  years.   He  made  his  home  at  Lava  Side  and  has  been  a  community 
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builder.   From  1907  through  1920  he  was  one  of  the  directors 
on  the  Board. 

JIM  WILSON  AND  PAT  LAMBERT 

Jim  is  the  son  of  Evelyn  Freeman  and  John  B.  Wilson.   Jim 
spent  his  youth  in  Shelley  and  Basalt.   He  was  born  in  Shelley. 
Jim  comes  from  a  stalward  group  of  ancestors,  especially  on  his 
mother's  side  as  she  was  the  daughter  of  Lorin  and  Emma  Crofts 
Freeman  of  Basalt.   Jim  said  that  he  had  been  in  about  thirty- 
two  different  schools.   He  has  spent  many  years  in  Washington 
State.   His  great  grandfather,  George  Wilson,  was  a  canal  rider. 
His  great  grandfather,  Elijah  Freeman,  was  an  early  candidate 
on  the  board  of  Salt  Lake  City  in  1877,  when  there  were  skir- 
mishes between  the  parties  of  the  Mormons  and  the  non-Mormon 
residents . 

Jim  was  in  the  Navy  aviation  for  four  years  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean area.   Jim  is  employed  by  the  Snake  River  Valley  Irriga- 
tion Co.   He  is  an  equipment  operator.   He  spent  seven  years 
sanding  floors  for  a  company  in  Pocatello. 

Pat  is  the  daughter  of  Irish  descendents,  Jack  and  Bobbie 
Mae  Lambert.   Pat's  father  was  from  Missouri  before  the  family 
came  to  Idaho  in  1953.   Her  father  worked  for  Simplots  and  sent 
money  for  his  family  to  come  to  Idaho.   Some  friends  helped  the 
Lamberts  with  their  move  cause  her  father  had  fallen  from  a  barn 
loft  and  injured  his  back.   Dr.  Orchard  of  Idaho  Falls  gave  him 
treatments  and  helped  him  walk  again.   He  had  gone  on  his  hands 
and  knees  before. 

Pat  met  Jim  through  friends.   Her  mother  kidded  her  about 
marrying  him  but  it  was  serious  and  they  were  married. 

The  Wilson's  came  to  Basalt  in  1968.   They  bought  some 
land  from  Robert  Poulsen  and  moved  a  mobile  home  on  it.   Pat 
has  a  talent  of  making  friends  and  likes  biking.   Jim  likes  to 
hunt  and  fish.   They  have  one  son,  Lorin  D.  Wilson. 

JAMES  BUTLER  AND  HELEN  MURPHY 

Helen  spent  many  of  her  summers  in  the  mountains  where  her 
parents  homesteaded.   The  Murphy  family  sent  their  children  to 
the  Aldridge  school  for  a  few  weeks  each  summer  but  only  until 
they  could  gather  the  stock  and  get  the  crops  harvested.   They 
owned  a  home  in  Firth  where  they  eventually  moved.   Helen  was 
the  daughter  of  William  (Bill)  and  Jeanetta  Murphy  from  Lava  Side 

Jim  Butler  has  been  the  ditch  rider,  or  water  master,  for 
fourteen  years.   He  works  for  the  New  Sweden  Irrigation  Co.   Jim 
was  a  town  policeman  at  one  time.   The  Butlers  have  milked  cows 
and  sold  milk  to  both  Challenge  and  Kraft.   They  raise  a  few 
sheep.   Jim  and  Helen  have  four  children;  Theodore  (deceased), 
BoDean  Wootton,  whose  husband  is  a  farmer  and  they  live  in  Rose; 
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Virginia  Lindsay  of  Firth  whose  husband  Lyle  teaches  High  School  in 
Firth;  and  James  L.  of  Firth.   James  L.  Served  in  the  Air  Force. 
He  married  Pearl  Thorpe.   They  have  lived  in  Firth  since  1966  where 
he  and  Pearl  attended  school  and  he  now  drives  trucks  for  Woodward 
Potato  Company.   They  have  one  child,  a  little  daughter.10 


ROADS 


To  be  a  strong  prosperous  country,  good  roads  are  necessary. 
Roads  must  be  built  and  surfaced  so  vehicles  and  motors  can  pass  over 
them  freely.   Some  country  roads  are  graveled,  others  are  paved  or 
have  black-topping  to  keep  them  smooth. 

The  Romans  gave  us  the  pattern  of  road  finishing.   These  were 
foundations  of  rock  with  sand  and  gravel  on  top. 

John  Loudon  MacAdam,  a  Scotsman,  gave  us  the  macadamized  road 
preparation  with  a  foundation  of  crushed  limestone  bound  together 
and  often  covered  with  tar  or  asphalt.  Roads  must  be  built  so  the 
natural  elements  can  not  damage  them.  If  water  collects  on  roads, 
they  freeze  and  make  holes.  The  roads  must  be  designed  with  a  high 
point  in  the  center  sloping  toward  the  sides  so  that  the  water  can 
run  off. 

Since  1916,  when  Congress  passed  a  Federal  Aid  Road  Act,  better 
roads  have  been  built.   The  gasoline  is  taxed  and  the  returns  go 
toward  building  of  roads. 

In  1900  Basalt  and  Firth  had  muddy,  ungraveled  roads.   Little 
by  little  the  roads  were  graded,  graveled  and  macadamized.   Most 
farm  to  market  roads  today  are  black-topped  and  improved.   County 
roads  are  constructed  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, who  are  experienced  in  this  work.   Not  everyone  can  build 
good  roads. 

State  highways  are  usually  built  under  contracts,  by  an  exper- 
ienced construction  company.   The  State  is  responsible  for  the  up- 
keep of  State  roads  and  the  County  is  responsible  for  County  roads. 
Private  lanes  and  roads  are  kept  up  by  the  individual. 

In  the  earlier  days,  men  and  teams  were  hired  to  build  all 
road  beds.   This  supplemented  the  income  of  poor  farmers  who  needed 
extra  cash  for  taxes  and  other  necessary  expenses.   Certain  sections 
of  County  roads  were  contracted  by  groups  who  were  experienced  and 
capable  of  doing  it. 

The  following  histories  are  related  to  this  kind  of  construc- 
tion.  A  complete  list  of  men  who  worked  on  the  roads  is  not 
available.  *  * 
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GEORGE  ALBERT  DAVIS  AND  EMMA  RICE 

George  Albert  Davis  helped  gravel  the  road  from  Firth  to  Shelley 
just  after  he  came  in  1909.   He  moved  to  the  old  Criddle  farm  north 
of  Basalt,  with  his  wife,  Emma  Rice  and  their  family  of  eight  child- 
ren from  Thomas,  Idaho.   George  had  helped  build  the  American  Falls 
Canal  west  of  Blackfoot.   This  Criddle  place  was  across  the  highway 
and  east  of  the  railroad  tracks.   The  house  had  a  dirt  roof  that  was 
remodeled  and  shingled  and  two  bedrooms  were  made  in  the  attic.   In 
1918  the  farm  was  sold  to  Marion  Esplin  Sr. 

George  and  Emma's  eight  children  are:  Emma  Luella,  Mabel  Elva, 
Gracie  Clair,  George  Jefferson,  Charles  Warren,  Orson  K. ,  Lucy 
Irene  and  William  Leroy. 

Shortly  after  George  came  to  Basalt,  Samuel,  Hyrum  and  John 
came.   They  settled  on  the  Goshen  road  east  of  Sand  Creek.   A 
widowed  sister,  Nancy  Singleton,  purchased  the  M.  L.  Andrus  place, 
where  Ronald  Jensen  now  lives.   Oscar  Armstrong  married  Martha 
Thompson  and  they  came  to  Basalt.   Hobart  and  Margaret  Thompson, 
Parley  and  Roxie  Thompson,  and  also  two  nephews  came  to  Basalt  to 
live.   Nell  Thomas  and  daughter,  Kate,  came.   Later,  Kate  married 
Oscar  Sorenson  and  the  town  of  Basalt  became  a  family  community. 


George  Albert  was  counselor  to  Bishop  William  Dye. 
a  counselor  to  Julia  Dye  in  the  Relief  Society. 


Emma  was 


CLYDE   GARDNER  AND   IDA   IRENE   DYE 

Clyde  was    raised   in  Goshen.      He  was    the   son   of   Elias    and 
Lauraette   Staples   Gardner.      He   attended   the   old  Goshen  school   and 
also   the  Presto  school.      In   1919    the   Elias   Gardners   moved   to  Basalt, 
where  Elias    and  sons    constructed   the   road   from  Firth    river  bridge 
to   the  highway,    also   the   Goshen  highway    to   the  sub-station   continued 
one  mile  north.      This  was    a   total   of    five  miles    and  was    done  with 
teams    and  slip   scrapers.      Clyde  was    19   years    old   and  was    responsible 
for   the  pay   roll. 

Clyde  married   Ida   Irene  Dye,    daughter   of   Joseph  Henry   and  Nellie 
Dora  Child  Dye,      She   attended  her   first   year   of  high   school   in  Bas- 
alt,   then   attended   Shelley   schools    and   Ricks    College.      Ida's    father 
owned   two  stores    about    the   time   of  her  marriage.      Clyde   and   Ida  were 
employed   in   the   stores,    first    in  Basalt,    then   in  Dye  Mercantile   in 
Firth.      They   resided   in   the  back   of   the  stores. 

Clyde's   natural   ability  was    in   farming.      They   did   general 
farming,    livestock  enterprises,    custom  threshing   and  milk  hauling. 
Some   livestock  was    accumulated   in   1925.      Clyde   and    Ida  moved   to 
thirty   acres    of  Joseph's    original  homestead   one  mile  south   and 
east   of   Firth.      This    they   purchased   in   19  30,      They    lived   on   this 
and   did   other  work   until   1941  when   the    farm  was   sold   to   Ida's 
brother,   Warren.      It  was   probably   at    this   stage   that   Clyde  hauled 
milk   for   the   Challenge   Creamery. 
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In  19  44  Gardners  bought  the  Firth  Dye  Mercantile.   After  two 
years  they  returned  to  the  farm  south  of  Firth.   In  1950,  Clyde 
operated  the  Bolinder  Station  and  soon  after  sold  out  and  went 
into  real  estate  which  is  his  vocation  at  the  present  time,  1971. 

Clyde  and  Ida  have  been  members  of  Potato  Growers,  Wool  Grow- 
ers, Beet  Growers,  Challenge,  and  Federal  Land  Bank  Association. 
He  served  as  a  Firth  Cemetery  Commissioner  from  1937-45.   He 
levelled  the  grounds,  installed  water  systems,  grass  and  trees,  and 
graded  the  road  and  fenced  the  plot. 

The  Gardner  children  are:  Theral  Dean  and  Clyde  Delin  (de- 
ceased), Mark  Lavar  lives  in  Salem,  Idaho.   He  served  an  L.D.S. 
Mission  in  Texas  and  Louisiana,  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy  in  1950, 
attended  U.S.U.,  graduated  from  B.Y.U.,  Joey  Dye  lives  in  Aberdeen, 
Idaho  where  he  is  the  Manager  of  Warehouse  Corp.   He  graduated  from 
Firth  High  School.   Stanley  Elias  served  seven  years  in  The  National 
Guard  and  served  an  L.D.S.  Mission  to  Central  Mexico.   He  lives  in 
Pocatello  where  is  a  partner  with  Merrill  and  Merrill  (as  a  lawyer) . 
Clyda  lives  in  Santa  Clara,  California.   She  graduated  from  Idaho 
Falls  L.D.S.  Hospital  as  an  R.N.  and  is  married  to  Don  Jones. 
Ruth  Carolyn  lives  at  home  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  worked  at  the 
Geneology  Library  in  Salt  Lake  for  5  years.   Bruce  Barton  lives 
in  Pocatello.   He  graduated  from  Firth  High  School  and  he  majored 
in  Business  Management. 

Clyde  and  Ida  moved  to  Idaho  Falls  in  1963.   Both  have  been 
Temple  Officiators  in  the  L.D.S.  Temple  and  have  held  many  respon- 
sible positions  in  their  wards.   Clyde  was  Counselor  to  two  Bishops 
in  Firth  in  1938  to  1958.  Ida  is  a  housekeeper  at  the  L.D.S.  Temple. 

LAWRENCE  LYON  AND  AILENE  MECHAM 

Laurence  and  Ailene  were  school  acquaintances  all  through 
elementary  and  high  school  in  Firth.   Ailene  is  the  daughter  of 
Ellen  Anderson  and  Herschel  Mecham  of  Firth.   Lawrence  is  the  son 
of  George  Emma  Criddle  Lyon.   In  1950,  Lawrence  and  Ailene  built  a 
new  house  on  their  acreage  south  of  Firth  on  the  James  Dye  Homestead, 
Lawrence  is  employed  for  the  Idaho  State  Road  Commission,   He  was  a 
member  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers. 

Ailene  has  a  lovely  voice  and  sings  in  many  programs.   She  has 
been  active  in  musical  circles  all  her  life.   Lawrence  and  Ailene 
have  five  children:  Edward  LaMaun  filled  a  mission  in  Texas.   He 
is  employed  at  USS  Steele  north  of  Shelley.   He  attended  Ricks 
College,  U.S.U.  and  B.Y.U.   Laurene  married  Samuel  Freckleton,  who 
is  in  the  service  of  the  U.S.   They  have  two  children.   Dustin  L. 
is  a  Military  Policeman  at  I.S.U.   Berry  N.  and  Blair  G.  are  both 
at  the  family  home  in  Firth.   Ailene  works  with  her  sister,  Lynada 
Crezee  in  the  catering  and  decorating  for  weddings. 
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DUFF  AND  ALZADA  QUINN 


THE  OLD  FIRTH  MILL  1920 


FIRTH  MILL  AND  ELEVATOR  1971 


RAILROADS,  CANALS,  ROADS 


DAVIS 


ISRAEL  AND  BETSY  PORTER 
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HEAD  OF  CEDAR  POINT  CANAL 


MISCELLANEOUS  VOCATIONS 


A  person's  vocation  is  his  form  of  employment  or  calling, 
his  way  of  making  a  living,  his  occupation.   All  are  not  doctors, 
nor  farmers,  nor  carpenters.   Everyone  has  their  own  desire  to 
accomplish,  and  in  the  world  today  there  are  numerous  jobs  and 
opportunities  and  training  available  if  one  wishes  to  take  advan- 
tage of  them. 

The  eye  cannot  say  to  the  hand,  "I  have  no  need  of  thee," 
neither  can  the  farmer  say  to  the  lawyer,  "We  have  no  need  of 
thee."  This  world  requires  everyone  to  make  a  perfect  whole. 
When  artisans  and  tradesmen  unite  to  build  communities  and 
industries,  all  people  profit  from  the  good  results. 

We  are  grateful  to  live  in  a  land  that  does  not  limit  its 
training  to  any  one  vocation,  nor  do  the  American  people  condemn 
those  who  are  not  trained  and  educated  to  make  their  living.   A 
man  is  respected  for  his  desire  to  work  and  support  his  family, 
whether  it  be  a  clerk,  a  secretary,  or  a  farmer  or  manual  laborer. 
God  told  man  in  the  beginning  "He  should  earn  his  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow." 

BURDETTE  BATES  AND  SHARON  WEBB 

Burdette  is  a  sheep  shearer,  or  has  been,  and  still  does  it 
for  extra  income.   Sharon  and  the  children  accompany  him  to  the 
mountains  when  he  does  shearing  jobs.   Burdette  is  now  employed 
at  Challenge  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Burdette  is  the  son  of  Ralph  and  June  Bell  Bates  of  Shelley. 
He  attended  schools  at  Basalt,  Goshen,  and  Firth.   Sharon's  par- 
ents are  Francis  J.  and  Ethel  Shindreling  Webb  of  Pingree.   Sharon 
attended  Rockford  Elementary  and  Snake  River  High  School. 

The  Bates  came  from  Blackfoot  to  Basalt  in  1964.   They  bought 
the  Fontella  Benham  home.   Burdette  and  Sharon  were  converts  to 
the  L.D.S.  Church  in  1969.   They  sold  their  home  in  19  70,  and 
built  a  new,  modern  home  on  the  front  lot.  Sharon  lived  in  an 
eighteen  foot  trailer  while  the  new  home  was  being  built.   This 
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was  a  task  with  four  children.   In  19  70  they  moved  into  their  new 
home. 

Sharon  and  Burdette  haveworked  with  the  youth,  she  with  the 
girls,  and  Burdette  with  the  scouts.   Both  have  earned  awards 
in  FHA  and  FFA. 

Sharon's  grandmother,  Mary  Dye  Webb,  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Dye,  the  early  settler,   Burdette  and  Sharon  have  four  children: 
Karen  A,,  Tammy  M, ,  David  N. ,  and  Wendy  P.   The  older  children 
attend  Firth  Elementary  School 

CARL  HOLM  AND  DIANE  LEATHAM 

Diane  came  with  her  mother,  Jeanne  Davidson,  from  Chicago, 
Illinois,  to  Idaho  Falls.   She  attended  schools  in  Chicago,  Idaho 
Falls,  and  in  Shelley,   Diane  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 
She  won  many  awards  in  4-H,   Carl's  parents  are  Everett  and 
Maursenine  Jackson  Holm  from  New  Sweden,  and  Shelley.   Carl  is  a 
hauler  for  the  Challenge  milk  Company.   Diane  does  custom  sewing, 
and  typing.   She  has  a  hobby  of  candle  making  and  other  arts. 

Diane  and  Carl  have  four  children:   Susan,  Michael,  Todd,  and 
Dustin,   Diane  and  the  children  recently  moved  to  the  Dennis  Hjelm 
farm  northwest  of  Firth ,   Diane  said  her  grandmother  was  killed  in 
an  auto  accident  at  American  Falls  south  of  Massacre  Rock.   The  car 
went  over  a  cliff. 

JOHN  JEROME  McCRACKEN  AND  LENNA  DYE 

Lenna's  story,  "I  was  born  April  11,  1925,  at  Firth,  Idaho, 
the  eldest  daughter  and  second  child  of  William  Maiden  Dye  and  Ruth 
Anna  Christenson   I  was  raised  on  the  family  farm  and  received  my 
education  in  Firth ,   I  sang  in  the  high  school  choir,  a  school  sex- 
tet, and  played  in  the  band,   I  also  held  the  office  of  Senior 
Vice  President 

I  took  music  lessons  from  Themla  Dye  and  Florence  Hanny ,  and 
was  sustained  as  M.I. A.  and  Primary  organist  when  in  the  eighth 
grade. 

After  graduation  I  attended  L.D.S,  School  of  Nursing  for  one 
year  and  then  attended  telegraphy  school  at  Pocatello.   I  worked 
as  a  railroad  telegrapher  during  World  War  II.   At  this  time  I 
met  John  Jerome  McCracken  from  London,  Kentucky.   He  had  just 
finished  twenty-seven  months  on  the  European  front  lines.   He  had 
come  west  after  his  release  to  see  the  Art  Bell  family  in  Firth, 
for  whom  John  formerly  worked   After  a  brief  courtship  we  were 
married  on  October  12,  1945 

We  lived  in  Hood  River,  Oregon  and  Cheyenne  Wyoming.   John 
then  re-enlisted  and  was  sent  to  Okinawa  for  eighteen  months.   I 
came  back  to  Firth  with  two  babies,  Patsy  Ruth  and  John  Jerome  Jr. 

After  John's  release  in  19  50  we  bought  the  Lymeda  Lockyer 
home  in  Firth  and  remodeled  it,   John  obtained  work  at  the  fire 
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department  at  the  N.R„T.S.   It  was  while  in  Firth  that  my  two 
younger  children,  DeAnne ,  and  Merrill  Kay  were  born.   I  have  held 
the  office  of  Primary  teacher,  Counselor,  and  MIA  teacher.   I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Firth  B.P.W.   I  held  offices  in  PTA  and  was 
Charter  President  of  Firth  New  Tops  Club  and  was  Charter  Presi- 
dent of  Firth  Commentators  and  Toastmistress  Club.   The  past 
sixteen  years  I  have  been  a  bookkeeper;  the  last  ten  of  which 
have  been  for  Woodward  Potatoe  Company  of  Firth. 

John  and  I  bought  a  trailer  and  boat  and  enjoyed  many  trips 
together.   Many  of  these  were  to  Kentucky  to  see  John's  family. 

It  was  a  sad  occassion  when  on  February  23,  1963,  John  died 
suddenly  with  a  heart  attack.   At  this  time  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Firth  Town  Council. 

Our  eldest  son,  Jerome,  left  in  1968  to  serve  a  mission  for 
the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Andes,  South  America.   That  same  year  I  attend- 
ed Idaho  State,  and  majored  in  Accounting  and  received  a  scholarship 
from  Idaho  Bank  and  Trust  Company. 

In  19  70  I  met  my  son  in  Bolivia  and  toured  six  countries 
enroute  home  from  South  America.   What  a  fabulous  experience! 

My  daughter  Patsy,  married  Lynn  Russell  Hansen  of  Montpelier, 
Idaho.   They  live  in  Roseville,  California,  and  they  have  one 
daughter, 

Jerome  married  Jeanne  Matkin  from  Show  Low,  Arizona.   They 
are  both  Seniors  at  Utah  State  University  at  Logan,  Utah.   Deanne 
married  David  Peter  Mackowiak  from  Highland,  Indiana.   They  live 
in  Pascagoula,  Mississippi,  where  he  is  stationed  in  the  Navy. 
Merrill  is  a  senior  at  Firth  High  School.   I  am  expecting  two 
more  grand  children  early  in  1972.   My  children  have  always 
been  a  source  of  pride  and  joy  to  me." 

ROBERT  F.  PULLEN  AND  MARTHA  POPE 

The  Pullens  came  from  California.   They  formerly  lived  in 
Twin  Falls.   The  Pullens  purchased  the  Kimball  Store  in  19  70;  the 
building  was  once  a  school  house.   It  is  believed  that  George 
Heaton  homesteaded  the  place.   The  Pullens  sell  lunch  meats, 
frozen  foods,  groceries,  gas  and  oil.   Mr.  Pullen  worked  for  the 
Secret  Service  while  in  California.   They  have  no  children. 

WAYNE  GIFFORD  AND  LANADA  HOPKINS 

Wayne  was  raised  in  Kimball  and  Lanada  is  from  Firth.   Both 
are  graduates  from  Firth  High  School.   J.  W.  Gifford  and  Ella 
Holmquist  are  Wayne's  parents.   Lanada  is  the  daughter  of  Marvin 
and  Beatrice  Hopkins  of  Firth.   The  young  Gif fords  live  in  the 
house  Waynes  parents  built  in  Kimball  after  their  old  home  burned. 

Wayne  has  served  in  the  National  Guard  and  has  been  a  Stake 
Missionary.   Lanada  is  a  Cub  Scout  Den  Mother. 
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The  Gif fords  have  seven  children:   Brenda  Lee,  Anita  Fae, 
Catherine  Ann,  Dewayne  John,  Elizabeth  Ella,  Michael  Wayne,  and 
Patrina  Ruth.   The  older  children  attend  school  at  Firth  elemen- 
tary. 

Wayne  is  maintenance  man  at  Idaho  Supreme  in  Firth. 

ALDIE  PIKE  &  MILDRED  ALLEN 

The  Pikes  came  from  the  south  in  1957.   They  are  good  gardners 
and  sell  much  produce  to  other  people.   Mildred  cans  quarts  of 
vegetables  each  year.   They  have  some  goats  that  produce  the  milk 
for  their  family. 

Aldie  worked  for  AEC  for  several  years.   He  is  very  talented; 
he  draws,  plays  guitar,  and  sings.   He  is  a  great  entertainer. 
Mildred  has  a  lovely  voice  and  often  sings  with  him.   Aldie  has 
a  little  fix-it  shop  and  repairs  lawn  mowers,  bicycles,  and  all 
kinds  of  gadgets.   Mildred  is  Sunday  School  music  conductor,  and 
Aldie  is  program  committee  man  in  Cub  Scouts. 

The  Pikes  have  six  children:  Diane  Keptner  was  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  FHA.  Her  husband  is  in  the  Navy  in  Long  Beach.  Aldie 
Junior  is  an  air  force  sergeant  in  Las  Vegas .  Nitzi  Street  is 
employed  at  American  Potato  Company  in  Blackfoot.  Keri  L.  is  a 
freshman,.  She  likes  sports  and  lives  at  home.  Richard  P  is  in 
the  junior  high  school.   Vicki  Jo  is  in  elementary  school. 

CARL  STANLEY  CARLSON  &  LETA  J.  BURTEHSHAW 

Carls  parents  were  John  and  Malena  Ekanger  Everett  Carlson. 
Both  were  Scandinavian.   Carl  was  raised  around  Riverdale  from 
1926  to  1940.   He  worked  for  Carl  and  Olga  Adolfson  for  several 
years.   He  attended  the  Riverdale  school  and  graduated  from 
Shelley  High  School. 

Carlsons  bought  the  Hjelm  homestead  north  of  Adolfsons. 
Carl  is  an  electrician  and  belongs  to  the  Electrical  Workers 
Union  #449.   He  was  president  of  IBEW  #449. 

The  Carlsons  like  to  hunt  and  fish,  and  square  dance  for 
their  recreation, 

Leta's  parents  were  Irish,  German,  and  English.   They  are 
Eva  Martin  and  Benjamin  Burtehshaw.   Leta  attended  Shelton 
School,  Buck  School,  and  East  Side  School  in  Idaho  Falls.   She 
is  a  graduate  of  Idaho  Falls  High  School.   Leta  worked  for 
the  Idaho  First  National  Bank  and  for  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Com- 
pany before  marriage.   She  is  a  life  member  of  PTA  and  was 
president  of  Riverdale  PTA. 

The  four  Carlson  children  are:   Brent  who  lives  in  Idaho 
Falls;  Janet  Lee  Crofts  who  lives  in  Rexburg;  Eva  Marie  and 
Blair  J.  are  still  at  home.   They  attend  Firth  schools. 
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Carl  and  Brent  were  in  the  armed  forces.   Carl  worked  on  the 
New  Sweden  Canal  in  1947. 

MRS.  GAY  SAVAGE  &  FAMILY 

Gay  and  her  family  of  five  moved  into  their  new  home  on  the 
Yellowstone  Highway  north  of  Firth  in  January  19  72.   Mrs.  Savage 
purchased  lots  from  Harry  Wilhelm  and  has  erected  a  lovely  modern 
home.   Mrs.  Savage  is  employed  by  the  Western  Farmers  Potato  Com- 
pany in  Idaho  Falls.   She  has  worked  for  them  for  eleven  years. 
The  Savage  children  attend  the  Firth  schools. 

ARTHUR  NEAL  &  MARJORIE  MOORE 

Arthur  came  from  Kansas  to  Firth  in  1927.   He  was  a  mechanic 
for  Slayton  and  Boyle  in  their  hardware  store.   Arthur  worked 
with  the  school  buses  with  Mr.  Gushwa.   He  took  over  the  business 
of  buses  later.   Arthur  was  on  the  Firth  town  board  several  years. 
The  town  was  not  incorporated  when  he  came.   From  the  old  town 
minutes,  the  first  board  was  in  1937  with  Leo  Gushwa  as  chairman, 
Lockyer  as  marshall,  Andrus ,  Hutchinson,  Hone,  and  Neal  on  the 
board.   Earl  Corey  acted  as  attorney  and  Fred  Keifer  as  surveyor. 
The  first  street  lights  were  the  main  issue  in  1937-38.   Arthur 
served  as  trustee  on  the  board.   He  was  with  Earl  Humphries  one 
term.   Arthur  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Firth  Lions  Club.   It 
was  organized  in  19  31  with  Leo  Gushwa  as  first  president. 

Arthur  married  Marjorie  Moore,  a  school  teacher.   They  had 
two  children:   Elaine  and  Richard.   They  both  live  in  California. 
Marjorie  passed  away  about  five  years  ago.   Arthur  has  re-married 
and  lives  in  Blackfoot  and  has  retired. 

FLOYD  HILLMAN  &  LAVERN  HALE 

Floyd  was  left  without  a  mother  when  he  was  five  years  old. 
He  and  his  brother  Lyle  were  left  with  relatives  in  a  mining 
town  of  Mammoth.   They  lived  with  these  relatives  until  Floyd  was 
in  high  school.   His  high  school  years  were  spent  with  a  family 
in  Leamington,  Utah.   He  spent  his  junior  year  in  Shelley  with  his 
grandparents,  the  Harkers .   Both  Lyle  and  Floyd  were  energetic 
which  helped  make  a  life  for  themselves. 

Floyd  and  Lavern  moved  to  Firth  in  1940,  just  before  their 
first  child  Ray  was  born.   They  moved  into  a  house  built  by  Parley 
Harker,  Floyds  uncle.   This  place  was  on  a  small  farm  south  of 
Firth.   They  operated  this  farm  along  with  ground  in  Shelley  for 
twenty  years.   Floyd  then  became  associated  with  a  real  estate 
business.   He  worked  with  Sterling  Cannon  before  going  into  bus- 
iness for  himself.   The  first  office  was  named  Hillman  Realty. 
It  was  located  with  the  Hunter  Insurance  Company  at  22  7  First 
Street,   David  Hunter  worked  with  him  a  short  time.   Then  his 
brother  Lyle  became  a  salesman  for  him.   The  new  place  of  business 
is  on  South  Holmes.   Floyd  has  his  office  in  the  Insurance  building 
which  he  rents.   Floyd  has  found  great  pleasure  in  locating  farms 
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for  families  in  the  Snake  River  Valley. 

It  was  in  Firth  that  Floyd  and  Lavern  raised  the  three  child- 
ren of  Floyds  from  his  first  wife.   These  children  are  Orin,  Arlene, 
and  Shirley,   Floyd  and  Lavern  have  six  children  of  their  own. 
They  are:   Ray,  Vera,  Aloma,  Eddy,  Marilyn,  and  Joe  Dee. 

Three  of  their  sons  have  filled  missions.   Ray  and  Shirley  are 
graduates  from  USU  at  Logan.   Ray  taught  school  for  four  years 
before  he  accepted  the  position  as  production  manager  for  Festival 
Home  Inc.  at  Parris ,  California.   He  and  his  wife  Maxine  Beck  are 
making  their  home  near  Hemet,  California. 

Shirley  married  Glendon  Gee,  who  is  teaching  in  the  University 
of  Hamdon  in  Connecticut.   They  are  making  their  home  in  Sommers- 
worth,  New  Hampshire. 

Orin  farms  in  Kimball  for  Ford  Call.   He  works  at  Idaho  Supreme 
during  the  winters.   He  married  Ora  Munson. 

Arlene  is  married  to  Norman  Dye.   They  lived  in  Shelley  before 
moving  to  Provo  where  they  operate  a  SPUD-NUT  Shop. 

Vera  married  Barry  Chris tensen.   They  live  at  Rockford,  where 
he  is  farming  hundreds  of  acres  of  land. 

Eddy  attended  school  at  Ricks  while  working  for  Walkers  Cafe 
in  Rigby.   He  later  managed  the  Walkers  Cafe  in  Shelley.   His  wife 
Sharon  Ames  works  with  him. 

Aloma  attended  school  at  Ricks  and  worked  as  secretary  in  the 
Courtesy  Corner  at  Buttrey's  Food  Store  in  Idaho  Falls.   She  mar- 
ried John  E,  Custer  Junior. 

Marilyn  is  married  to  Joe  Ostergar.   He  works  for  Petersen 
Furniture  in  Blackfoot. 

Joe  Dee  is  at  home.   He  is  in  junior  high;  works  in  scouting; 
and  is  a  member  of  ORDER  OF  THE  ARROW. 

Floyd  has  been  president  of  Lions  Club  twice.   At  the  present 
he  is  on  the  Bingham  Hospital  Board.   He  is  president  of  Elders 
Quorum  and  Lavern  is  president  of  Firth  Relief  Society. 

LLOYD  CASE  &  STELLA  PASKET 

Stella's  Story:   "I  was  born  a  twin  to  Delia  Pasket  Malcolm 
in  Basalt,  Idaho,  July  1,  1914.   I  was  raised  in  the  big  rock  Jensen 
home  accross  the  street  from  the  Basalt  Church  House.   My  most 
pleasant  memories  were  of  the  24th  of  July  Celebrations  when  we 
would  have  covered  wagons  going  down  the  street  with  Indians  at- 
tacking them.   There  were  big  barrels  (or  wash  tubs,  I  should  say) 
of  lemonade.   Thinning  beets  and  picking  potatoes  was  our  vacation 
each  summer. 

My  father  was  Phillip  Pasket,  of  English  decent,  and  my  mother 
was  of  Danish  Decent. 
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I  moved  to  Oregon  when  I  married  Lloyd  Arthur  Case  of  Kansas. 
His  father,  John  Wesley  Case  and  his  mother  Ethel  Hoskins  were 
English, 

My  husband  opened  new  automotive  stores.  These  were  wholesale 
and  jobber.   Lloyd  served  in  the  Civil  Air  Patrol  and  flew  mail  for 
the  Air  Force  from  Pendleton,  Oregon  to  Gowen  Field  and  other  con- 
fidential missions .   He  was  the  first  Captain  in  the  CAP  in  Oregon. 
Lloyd  joined  the  LDS  Church  and  was  very  faithful.   He  was  in  the 
High  Council  when  he  died  in  1967.   Lloyd  had  two  children  when  I 
met  him.   They  were  Neil  and  Wilma.   Lloyd  and  I  had  three  children. 

Shirley  Ann,  my  first  child,  was  injured  at  birth  and  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  years.   We  tried  for  years  to  get  help  for  her. 
She  was  a  special  spirit. 

Carol  graduated  from  BYU  and  is  a  teacher.   At  present,  however, 
she  is  an  executive  secretary  for  a  well  known  man,  Mr.  Feldman  of 
Argonne   She  recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  Isreal  and  to  Mexico. 
Carol  married  Clyde  Hughes  last  Julyo 

Lloyd  Allen  won  a  $10s000  scholarship  that  put  him  through 
college  at  BYU.   He  is  now  a  Doctor  of  Physics.   He  is  a  Professor 
at  the  Indiana  University.   He  married  Diane  Clark,  and  they  have 
three  children.   Lloyd  is  the  Bishop  of  his  ward. 

I,  Stella,  have  been  First  Councelor  in  the  Stake  Relief 
Society,  Relief  Society  President,  Stake  Garment  Distributor,  Camp 
Director,  and  have  taught  many  classes  in  the  LDS  Church." 

Stella  is  employed  at  the  LDS  Temple  as  a  cook  in  the  cafeteria. 
CLARENCE  W,  MANGUM  &  MYRTLE  ANDERSON 

The  Mangums  came  from  Shelley  area  to  Basalt  the  first  time 
about  1940.   They  rented  farms,  then  moved  away.   In  1947  they  came 
to  Riverview  and  rented  the  Fred  Kruse  farm,  one-half  mile  north 
of  Bryant  Stringhams,   After  two  years  of  general  farming  and  milk- 
ing cows,  Clarence  had  to  quit  farming*   He  had  thyroid  trouble 
which  affected  his  heart.   Myrtle  worked  in  the  Primary  in  Basalt. 

The  Mangums  left  for  a  time,  but  came  back  and  rented  the 
Kruse  farm  for  a  second  time.   Clarence  had  a  back  operation  which 
stopped  any  manual  labor.   He  and  Myrtle,  are  renting  a  house  on 
the  Hayes  Project  while  Clarence  is  recovering. 

The  Mangums  have  four  children.   They  are:   Lola,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  Reed  Baird  of  Firth.   Reed  works  for  the  railroad  in 
Pocatello  where  they  live.   Genvieve,  who  is  married  to  Byror 
Burke  of  Woodville.   Byron  is  employed  by  the  Varsity  Construction 
Company.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls.    Joy,  who  is  married  to  Dean 
Brown,  son  of  Arthur  Brown.   They  live  in  Sugar  City.   Dean  is  the 
manager  of  U.S.  Steel  in  Rexburg.   Terry  C,  who  married  Connie 
Kendricks  of  Topeka,  Kansas.   He  works  for  the  electric  power  in 
Kansas . 
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LAWRENCE  JOLLEY  &  ARLENE  ASHTON 

Lawrence  was  raised  in  Kimball  where  his  parents,  John  and 
Hannah  lived  after  leaving  Utah  in  19  37.   He  married  Arlene  Ashton. 
Their  lives  were  hectic  and  full  of  moves.   When  they  were  first 
married  they  lived  where  Duane  now  lives  in  Kimball.   Many  moves 
were  made  since  the  Jolleys  rented  farms,  or  worked  for  other  land 
owners,   However,  most  of  their  life  together  was  in  Kimball  and 
lower  PrestOc   Arlene  cooked  lunches  at  the  Kimball  school  in  1943 
and  for  the  next  three  years,  she  worked  in  the  potato  warehouses. 
She  was  President  of  the  Kimball  Ward  Primary  and  has  been  a  coun- 
selor 

After  Grandpa  John  Jolley  passed  away,  the  Jolleys  moved  to 
Blackfoot,  and  then  to  Idaho  Falls. 

Lawrence  and  Arlene  have  three  children:   Donna  Lee,  who  mar- 
ried Devon  Rowe,   They  live  in  Seattle,  Washington;  Margie,  who 
married  Gary  Hundman,   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls;  and  Gerald,  who 
married  Mary  Byrom,   They  live  in  Sunset,  Utah. 

Margie  graduated  from  Firth  High  School  and  Gerald  from  Idaho 
Falls  High  School.   Gerald  filled  a  mission  to  the  western  states 
in  1955-5  7,  after  Arlene  moved  to  Idaho  Falls.   He  also  served  one 
and  one-half  years  in  Germany  in  the  Armed  Service, 

Arlene  and  Lawrence  separated.   Arlene  moved  to  Idaho  Falls. 
She  married  Lloyd  Randall  in  1955.   Lloyd  and  Arlene  were  Temple 
Officiators  in  1959.   They  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  England 
from  1969  to  19  71.   Lloyd  and  Arlene  now  reside  at  Coltman  and 
are  happily  engaged  as  Temple  Officiators. 

EARL  ROGERS  AND  RUTH  HOFF 

Ruth  was  from  the  Hoff  fmmily  who  came  from  Iowa  to  Idaho  Falls 
in  189  7.   There  were  four  brothers:   Nicoli,  Peter,  Rasmus,  and 
Nils,  who  were  together  in  the  General  Merchandise  Store  and 
Elevator  in  Idaho  Falls.   It  was  also  known  as  Hoff  Coal  and  Ice 
Company . 

Peter  and  his  wife  Anna  Sandtren  bought  the  old  Pope  home- 
stead south  of  Firth  about  1911.   They  built  the  tall  seven  room 
house  that  replaced  the  log  home  of  Popes.   Deloy  Mecham  owns  the 
old  farm  today.   The  tall  house  has  been  dismantled  and  a  new 
modern  home  has  replaced  it.   Peter  and  Anna  had  six  children: 
Rudolph,  who  married  Ethel  Pence;  Alvin  who  married  Verda  Rappley; 
Ruth  who  married  Earl  Rogers;  Gladys  who  married  Guy  Oliver; 
Felix  who  married  Bessie  Bosman;  and  one  child  who  is  deceased. 
The  parents  passed  away  and  the  children  all  married  and  moved 
away  except  Ruth  and  Gladys,  who  both  live  in  Firth. 

Ruth  and  Earl  made  their  home  at  Firth.   Earl  was  a  member 
of  the  first  village  board  after  it  became  incorporated  as  a 
village.   He  was  fire  chief  and  used  the  first  extinguisher  in 
Firth,   This  probably  wasn't  the  big  type,  but  to  these  people  it 
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was  a  beginning  and  was  much  better  than  buckets.   Ruth  and  Earl  had 
eight  children,  all  who  attended  schools  in  Firth.   Only  Bud  and 
Lloyd  have  made  their  homes  in  Firth. 

The  children  are  Bud  (Rudolph),  who  married  Gladys  French; 
Kathryn  Bertell  who  lives  in  California;  Joy  Mathies  who  lives  in 
Aberdeen,  Idaho;  Patricia  who  married  Verle  Cox  and  lives  in  Shelley, 
Idaho;  Evelyn  Ness  who  lives  in  Blackfoot,  Idaho;  Lloyd  Rogers  who 
married  Marlene  McCarroll  and  lives  in  Firth;  John  who  married  Carol 
Smith  and  lives  in  Pocatello;  and  LeRoy  who  married  Shirley  Tracy. 
They  live  in  Lancaster,  California. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  MINNIE  PORTER 

John  White  came  from  Oderville,  Utah*  They  lived  in  Basalt 
where  Tom  Lambert  lives  now.  The  house  was  a  little  log  house. 
Later  they  moved  into  the  house  where  William  Messick  lives  now. 
John  and  Minnie  came  to  Basalt  about  1915.  Minnie  is  the  sister 
of  Israel  Porter  who  lived  where  Aldie  Pile  lives  now.  After 
Whites  moved  away,  Ottoa  Jorgensens  sister,  Mrs.  Rowley  lived  in 
the  little  log  house. 

DON  ELLSWORTH  &  BILLIE  KILLIAN 

Don  was  raised  in  Basalt,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene  Ellsworth 
He  attended  elememtary  school  in  Basalt  and  was  a  graduate  of  Firth 
High  School.   Don  married  Billie  Killian  from  Shelley.   They  lived 
in  the  tall  house  north  of  Tena  Berg's  for  several  years,   Don  and 
Billie  now  live  in  a  new  split-level  home  just  east  of  where  they 
formerly  lived.   The  home  is  white  and  can  be  seen  easily  from 
across  the  river.   Don  has  been  driving  Greyhound  Buses  for  twelve 
years r   He  is  presently  employed  by  Greyhound.   Don  spent  seven 
years  in  the  Air  Force  in  Hawaii  and  Germany.   Billie  is  employed 
at  Idaho  Supreme  at  Firth.   They  have  five  children:   Lorna,  Donald, 
Sharon,  Linda,  and  Clinton.   All  of  the  children  attend  the  local 
school  in  Firth. 

GEORGE  BROWN  &  FERN  DUNN 

George  had  worked  for  Kimberley  Nursery  at  Kimberley,  Idaho 
before  coming  to  Basalt.   He  was  a  laborer  and  worked  with  con- 
struction in  Montana.   The  Browns  moved  to  Burley  where  George 
suffered  poor  health,   Fern  works  at  a  nursing  home  or  hospital. 
This  information  was  relayed  to  the  editor.   The  Brown  children 
are  George,  James,  Sharlene,  and  Martha  Ann,  and  possibly  more. 
The  Browns  bought  the  old  Joseph  Dye  place  where  they  lived  while 
in  Basalt.   Fern  worked  in  the  MIA  while  they  lived  in  the  ward. 

JOHN  L.  STAPLES  &  ALICE  TRAVIS 

The  John  Staples  family  came  to  Firth  from  Blackfoot  in  1969. 
The  Staples  bought  some  acreage  from  Ellis  Robinson  and  have  a 
mobile  home  that  is  arranged  so  conveniently  and  beautifully  that 
it  is  hard  to  beat  with  a  modern  home.   John's  parents  are  Andrew 
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M.  Travis  and  Anna  L.  Ficklund  Travis. 

John  works  for  the  American  Breeders  Association  of  Artificial 
Insemination.   His  knowledge  of  the  different  breeds  of  cattle  is 
an  asset  to  his  business. 

Alice  is  interested  in  gardening  and  loves  flowers.   She  also 
enjoys  practicing  her  home  making  techniques. 

In  19  70,  Alice  had  open  heart  surgery.   For  four  and  one-half 
hours  her  heart  was  out  and  she  lived  with  the  aid  of  a  by-pass 
machine..   She  was  five  months  recuperating.   Today  she  has  a 
teflon  patch  over  the  hole  where  the  surgery  was  performed.   She 
now  is  in  excellent  health.   The  operation  was  performed  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah, 

The  Staples  have  three  married  children  who  have  homes  else- 
where.  They  have  six  grand  children. 

JOHN  MORRIS  &  GERTRUDE  KOTTER 

John  came  from  Portage,  Utah  to  Basalt  in  1935,   His  parents, 
David  William  and  Susanna  Green  Morris  were  English  and  Welch. 
John  received  his  schooling  in  Portage  where  he  met  Gertrude  Kotter 
who  became  his  wife. 

Gertrude  was  a  school  teacher.   She  and  John  lived  in  Portage 
a  few  years  after  they  were  married.   They  bought  a  few  acres  in 
Basalt  south  of  the  church  where  they  built  a  basement  house  and 
where  they  lived  for  several  years.   They  later  built  a  beautiful 
home  over  the  basement. 

John  served  faithfully  in  all  church  activities.   He  was 
called  to  be  a  Counselor  to  Bishop  Frank  Christensen  in  1940-43„ 
He  served  as  a  trustee  on  the  Basalt  Village  Board  in  19  39.   When 
the  Daughters  of  the  Utah  Pioneers  built  the  marker  on  the  Basalt 
church  grounds ,  John  spent  several  hours  helping  to  pour  cement 
for  the  project, 

John  worked  for  the  AEC  until  he  was  retired  in  1967.   He 
became  the  sexton  of  the  Basalt  Cemetery  until  19  71.   They  sold 
their  property  in  Basalt  to  Robert  Bonenberger  and  moved  to  a 
newly  built  home  in  Shelley. 

Gertrudes  history  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  DUP. 
KEITH  W.  JOHNSON  &  BARBARA  B.  JOHNSON 

Keith  and  Barbara  were  transferred  to  Firth  from  Grace,  Idaho 
in  1959.   They  bought  their  home  from  Oliver  and  Lucille  Everett, 
just  west  of  the  Lumber  Yard,   Keith  is  an  electrician  at  the  sub 
station  east  of  Basalt. 

Keith  and  Barbara  have  had  thirteen  years  of  education. 
Barbara  has  been  employed  as  Clerk  of  the  town  board  with  Al 
Tschikof  as  Mayor  since  1968. 
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Keith  likes  hunting,  fishing  and  other  outdoor  activities. 
Barbara  is  a  busy  homemaker  and  seamstress.   She  likes  all  needle- 
work,  Keith  served  in  the  Navy  overseas.   He  has  served  in  various 
church  positions.   Barbara  has  been  in  all  the  church  auxiliaries. 
The  Johnson  children  attend  Firth  schools.   They  are:   Keith  B., 
Jess  W. ,  Brian,  and  Pauline. 

EUGENE  TURRELL  PIXTON  AND  LEILA  JORGENSEN 

When  Matilda  Nokes  and  William  Turrell  Pixton  came  from  Taylors- 
ville,  Utah,  in  1919,  their  son,  Turrell,  was  a  young  man.   He 
started  working  with  Bill  Wilson  in  the  potato  buying  industry. 
Leila  Jorgensen  became  Turrell 's  wife.   Her  parents  were  Anthony 
and  Margaret  Jorgensen.   Wilson  and  Turrell  expanded  their  business 
and  finally  Turrell  had  ownership  of  Firth  Produce.   He  bought,  sort- 
ed and  shipped  potatoes  for  many  years.   Pixton' s  Warehouse  was  near 
the  Woodward  Brothers  in  Firth.   Turrell  gave  employment  to  many  men 
during  the  winter  months . 

Turrell  was  a  Trustee  on  the  Firth  Town  Board  in  1949.   He  be- 
came ill  and  passed  away  in  1956.   Turrell  and  Leila's  children  are: 
Ferris  Pixton,  who  was  in  the  Navy;  Joan  married  Bill  Mecham;  Sharon 
and  Shir lee  are  twins.   Sharon  married  Neil  Crofts,  who  is  Foreman 
of  Personnel  for  Idaho  Supreme.   Shirlee  married  Odell  Jacobson. 
All  were  graduates  of  Firth  High  School.   Leila  works  as  a  houseke- 
eper at  the  State  Hospital  South  in  Blackfoot.   She  lives  in  Firth. 

ROSS  L.  BERG  AND  HELEN  GERTSCH 

Ross  is  the  son  of  John  Hansen  Berg  and  Tena  Clemmsen,  who  came 
from  Norway.   Helen  is  the  daughter  of  Conrad  Gertsch  and  Elsie 
Durtschi,  both  of  Switzerland.   They  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Heber  City,  Utah.   Helen  has  said  that  her  father 
loved  that  valley  because  it  looked  so  much  like  the  mountains  and 
valleys  of  Switzerland. 

Ross  grew  up  in  the  Basalt  area,  and  Helen  grew  up  in  Midway, 
Utah.   They  were  married  in  1944  and  lived  in  Salt  Lake  City  for 
two  years.   They  moved  to  Basalt  and  live  there  at  the  present. 
They  bought  a  home  from  Lloyd  Frandsen  and  lived  there  for  ten 
years.   They  then  purchased  the  home  of  Victor  Frandsen,  where  they 
are  presently  living. 

Ross  attended  the  Basalt  Elementary  School  and  later  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School.   He  joined  the  CCC ' s  and  was  camped  in  Irwin, 
Idaho  and  in  Gardner  which  is  near  Boise,  Idaho.   He  met  Helen,  who 
was  a  Beauty  Operator  in  Salt  Lake  City.   She  attended  Excelsis 
Beauty  School  and  Wasatch  County  schools.   She  later  operated  a 
beauty  shop  in  Salt  Lake  City.   At  present,  she  is  operating  a  beauty 
shop  in  her  home  in  Basalt. 

Ross  has  served  in  many  positions  in  the  Basalt  Ward.   He  was 
Bishop  for  eight  years,  from  1954  to  1962.   He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Idaho  Potato  Growers,  Farm  Bureau,  Challenge  Co-op,  Lions  Club, 
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Mayor  of  the  Basalt  Town  Board  in  1951,  and  has  been  President  of  the 
Firth  P„T.S.A.   He  has  a  love  for  the  outdoors  and  loves  to  hunt,  fish 
and  travel.   He  has  always  been  active  in  sports  while  in  high  school 
and  has  enjoyed  them  when  all  of  his  sons  have  taken  active  parts  in 
school  sports. 

Ross  worked  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
as  a  Fireman  and  as  an  Engineer.   He  owns  his  own  farm.   He  was  a 
Warehouse  Foreman  for  Riley-Atkinson  Company,  bookkeeper  for  Idaho 
Potato  Growers,  Inc.,  a  Bingham  County  Juvenile  Officer;  and,  at 
present,  is  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Bingham  County  in  Blackfoot. 

Helen  and  Ross  have  made  a  wonderful  home  for  their  family. 
Their  children  have  worked  to  help  put  themselves  through  school. 
They  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  community  affairs  and  school 
activities.   Helen  has  worked  or  served  in  many  positions  in  the 
Basalt  Ward  and  in  the  Shelley  Stake. 

Their  children  are:   Michael,  who  graduated  from  Firth  schools, 
served  a  mission  in  England  for  the  L.D.S.  Church,  graduated  from 
B.Y.U.,  and  is  presently  working  as  a  Probation  Officer  for  the  State 
of  Idaho o   He  and  his  wife,  Sandra  Smith  of  Rupert,  have  one  son, 
and  live  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Renee  graduated  from  Firth  schools,  and  from  Ricks  College. 
She  worked  at  the  N.R.T.S.,  and  several  other  places.   She  gradua- 
ted from  B.Y.U.   She  married  James  L.  Keller  of  Caldwell,  Idaho, 
and  they  are  living  in  Rexburg,  Idaho,  where  he  is  employed  as  an 
engineer  o 

Craig  attended  Ricks  College  after  graduating  from  Firth  High 
School.   He  served  a  mission  in  New  England,  and  is  presently  in 
the  National  Guard  in  Fort  Leonard  Wood,  Missouri. 

Craig,  Steven  and  Michael  were  on  the  football  and  basket- 
ball teams  while  in  high  school.   Steven  served  a  mission  in  Cali- 
fornia, after  his  graduation  from  high  school.   He  is  presently 
attending  Ricks  College. 

Brent,  their  youngest  son,  is  now  attending  Firth  Elementary 
School  and  lives  at  home.   One  son,  David,  died  shortly  after 
birth. 

ROBERT  MCSPADDEN  AND  LUCILLE  SPEAS 

The  McSpaddens  bought  the  Mortemier  place  in  Riverview  in  1948. 
It  was  part  of  the  Hjelm  homestead.   They  had  previously  farmed  the 
Anderson  place.   They  raised  some  potatoes  and  had  some  livestock. 
They  bought  the  Ray  Carlson  home  in  Shelley  in  1962.   Robert  Cooper 
and  his  family  bought  the  farm  from  McSpaddens,  but  they  sold  it  to 
Kenny  Boyle  and  moved  to  the  northwest. 

Their  children  are:   Niel ,  who  married  Ethel  May  Christensen 
of  Goshen.   They  now  live  in  Terreton,  and  are  engaged  in  farming. 
Fay  graduated  from  Firth  school  and  is  a  beauty  operator.   She  mar- 
ried James  Woodland  and  they  live  in  Pocatello.   Betty  graduated 
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from  Firth  High  School  and  a  business  college  in  Idaho  Falls.   She 
married  John  Larson  of  Firth,  and  they  live  in  Rigby.   Anna  Mae 
married  Michael  Webster  and  they  live  in  Rexburg.   Bobbie  is  serv- 
ing in  the  Marine  Corps. 

Lucille  is  employed  by  Standard  Plumbing  Supplies  in  Idaho  Falls 

DALE  CHRISTENSEN  AND  BETH  BOLANDER 

Dale  was  raised  in  Basalt.   He  is  the  son  of  Reed  and  Mabel 
Christensen.   He  was  one  of  the  top  five  in  his  high  school  years 
in  Firth,  as  an  honor  student.   He  belonged  to  a  small  dance 
orchestra  that  was  started  in  the  seventh  grade.   This  orchestra 
lasted  throughout  his  high  school  years  and  even  after  his  marriage. 
These  who  played  in  the  orchestra  are:   Gerald  Duce,  James  Brown, 
Kenneth  Fowler,  Vita  Dye,  at  the  piano,  and  Dale  on  the  saxaphone. 
Another  group  was  Ray  Skoy,  Mary  Hill,  Gerald  Duce  and  Dale.   This 
orchestra  started  in  Basalt. 

Dale  worked  at  a  service  station  while  going  to  school.   He 
married  Beth  Bolander ,  daughter  of  George  and  Nora  Bolander  of 
Firth=   Beth  graduated  from  Firth  schools.   Dale  and  Beth  graduated 
and  were  married  in  1953.   They  bought  some  lots  south  of  the  Firth 
L.D.S.  Chapel,  which  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  Lorenzo  Firth 
homestead.   Dale  started  building  with  other  carpenters  in  1956. 
He  now  has  his  own  building  business.   They  build  homes  throughout 
the  valley.   He  built  his  own  home  in  1960. 

Dale  was  installed  as  Bishop  of  the  Firth  Ward  in  1969.   They 
have  five  children:   Clair,  Karin,  James,  Darrell,  Boyd,  Joan  and 
Renee. 

CHARLES  MCCURDY,  JR.  AND  ERMA  BYBEE 

Charles  was  born  in  Iona,  Idaho.   His  father  was  a  Veteran  of 

the  Civil  War.   Charles  came  to  Basalt  in  1897.   He  and  Erma  have 

four  children:   Dean  McCurdy,  who  was  in  the  service  in  Europe. 

William  McCurdy  lost  his  life  in  Italy  in  World  War  II.  Charles 
was  in  the  war  in  Europe.   Theda  was  the  only  daughter. 

Charles  moved  to  Pocatello  where  he  is  employed  by  Garrett 
Freightlines.   He  worked  for  Garretts  for  thirty-seven  years.   He 
is  now  retired. 

Charles  was  a  brother  of  Gena  McCurdy  Paskett,  who  was  Mil- 
dred Mecham's  mother.   While  in  Pocatello,  Charles  was  Bishop  of 
the  12th  Ward,  two  different  times;  was  Counselor  for  years;  and, 
in  the  Stake  Presidency.   He  was  also  active  as  an  officer  in  all 
the  organizations.   Charles  is  seventy-eight  years  old  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Pocatello. 

MRS.  STEINER 

Mrs.  Steiner,  an  elderly  woman,  owned  two  acres  north  of  Han- 
sens,  behind  Paul  Freeman's  place  in  Basalt.   She  had  two  tiny 
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rooms  with  dirt  floors.   The  house  stood  back  in  the  trees  and  was 
unusually  dark.   She  did  not  own  much  furniture.   She  wore  black, 
and  the  little  children  always  called  her  house  'haunted'.   They 
thought  she  was  a  'witch' .   These  were  just  childish  thoughts  that 
most  little  children  have.   She  owned  six  acres  of  land  in  the  Ba- 
salt Townsite,  and  part  of  the  pasture  that  was  behind  John  Morris' 
house,  where  Dennis  Speas'  home  is  now.   She  had  a  family  who  lived 
elsewhere o 

FRANZ  ED  NELSON  AND  RUBY  JOHNSON 

Ruby's  father  had  a  farm  near  Lower  Presto  in  1921,   The 
father  died  suddenly,  and  the  farm  was  taken  over  by  a  mortgage 
company.   Ed  and  Ruby  lived  on  the  ranch  and  helped  him  farm,  so 
after  his  death,  they  moved  to  Basalt  and  started  on  their  own. 

Ed  was  Sexton  for  the  newly  plotted  cemetery.   Sixty  lots 
were  purchased  in  February,  1914  for  $115.00  from  John  H.  Berg. 
Ed  served  as  the  Sextcn  for  many  years.   He  had  a  truck  garden  and 
sold  fresh  produce  to  Sutton's  Grocery  on  'J'  Street  in  Idaho 
Falls. 

Ed  and  Ruby  helped  Ruby's  little  brothers  and  sisters  after 
her  father  died.   They  bought  a  home  from  Grandma  Frandsen;  the 
little  house  that  Lorin  built  for  his  bride  years  before. 

Ruby  was  a  kind  mother.   She  had  beautiful  flowers,  and  loved 
to  crochet  beautiful  bedspreads  for  her  family.   She  lost  her  eye 
sight  before  she  passed  away. 

Ed  and  Ruby's  children  are:   Nettie  Marie,  who  is  married  to 
Lowell  Mecham  of  Pocatello.   Ruby  Rebecca  Nelson  is  single  and  a 
Registered  Nurse  at  a  Los  Angeles  hospital  in  Long  Beach,   Verna 
married  Floyd  Mitchell  from  Shelley.   Twin  girls  and  a  son  are 
deceased,   Francis  Edward  married  Rhea  Whitmill.   They  still  live 
in  Basalt,  and  Francis  is  employed  by  the  Sears  and  Roebuck  store 
in  Idaho  Falls.   Richard  Vergil  married  Phyllis  Taysom.   They 
live  in  Basalt.   Their  sister,  Shirley  McMurtrey  lives  in  Idaho 
Falls, 

GEORGE  Q.  BROWER  AND  JESSIE  KENT 

About  1932,  George  and  Jessie  came  to  Firth  from  Shelley. 
They  lived  in  Burley  before  coming  to  Shelley.   They  bought  the 
Walker  place  (Ellsworths)  from  her  parents,  George  and  Evelyn 
Kent c   George  was  a  trucker  and  a  farmer.   He  carried  mail  from 
Ashton  to  the  Railroad  Ranch  in  1924-1925.   He  helped  grade  the 
roads  from  Ashton  to  Montana. 

George  was  Foreman  at  the  Railroad  Ranch  for  Averill  Har- 
riman's  parents,  the  Eccles  and  Googenhynns  from  New  York.  He 
operated  the  road  grader  for  the  state  during  the  summers  from 
1919  to  1922. 

George  and  Jessie's  children  are:   Austin,  who  married 
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Velta  Cherry*   They  live  in  Firth.   Evelyn  married  Letho  Gee,  and 
they  live  in  Basalt.   Vita  married  Lynn  Dye  and  they  live  in  Ba- 
salt.  Melba  married  Wayne  Twitchell;  then,  later  married  G.  Pay- 
ier .   They  live  in  San  Diego,  California.   Lennis  married  Pauline 
Hagan;  then,  Madalyn  Chinn;  then,  later  married  Madalyn  Waters. 
They  live  in  Astoria,  Oregon. 

AUSTIN  BROKER  AND  VELTA  CHERRY 

Austin  Brower  is  the  son  of  George  and  Jessie  Kent  Brower. 
They  came  from  Utah  in  wagons.   The  Browers  and  Rents  homesteaded 
land  in  Ora,  Idaho.   Austin's  parents  worked  for  the  Railroad 
Ranch,  so  he  did  not  attend  school  until  he  was  eight  years  old. 
As  a  young  man,  and  after  he  and  Velta  were  married,  he  spent  his 
summers  working  in  construction.   Most  of  his  work  has  been  on  the 
roads  and  in  the  shops.   He  was  active  in  all  church  assignments 
in  Rigby,  Basalt  and  Firth. 

Ausiin  was  the  Town  Marshall,  Election  Judge,  and  Water  Super- 
intendent, of  the  Firth  Town  for  twenty  years.   He  was  always  a 
public  figure  around  Firth,  and  helped  maintain  order  working  as 
a  Patrolman,   (More  of  Velta  Cherry  Brower  in  the  DUP  section). 

JAMES  I.  OHMAN  AND  KATHRYN  CHRISTENSEN 

James  is  the  son  of  I.  K.  Ohman  and  Grace  Killian  Ohman  of 
Leadore}  Idaho,  where  he  graduated  from  elementary  and  high 
school.   He  graduated  from  I.S.U.   He  married  Kathryn  Christensen, 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Naomi  Lawrence  Christensen  of  Basalt. 
She  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  attended  B.Y.U.,  and  in- 
terned for  one  year  at  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  in  Idaho  Falls  as  a 
National  X-Ray  Technologist.   In  high  school  she  was  active  in 
F.H.A.,  in  which  she  earned  three  degrees. 

James  and  Kathryn  lived  in  Idaho  Falls  for  a  time  after 
they  were  married,  then  moved  to  a  farm  north  and  east  of  Basalt, 
the  former  Merlin  Frandsen  home.   They  are  buying  and  remodel- 
ing this  home.   James  is  now  Assistant  Manager  for  Cash  and  Carry 
Building  Supplies  in  Idaho  Falls.   They  have  one  son,  Gary  K. 

CLIFFORD  K.  OLIVE  AND  ODETTA  JACOB SEN 

Cliff  and  Odetta  are  very  ambitious  people,  and  have  high 
ideals  for  their  family.   Cliff  is  the  son  of  Elmer  and  Madge  Olive 
of  Napa,  California,  where  Cliff  attended  Carbin  College  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Odetta  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Berniece  Glenn  Jacob- 
sen,,   She  attended  and  graduated  from  Firth  schools.   She  received 
her  training  from  an  understanding  mother,  and  a  devoted  father. 
She  later  attended  Ricks  College.   She  became  a  telegraph  opera- 
tor and  was  working  in  Napa,  California,  shere  she  met  Cliff, 
after  he  had  returned  from  his  mission.   They  were  married,  and 
lived  in  Napa  before  moving  to  Basalt  in  1969. 
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Cliff  has  been  a  teacher.   At  present,  he  is  in  the  Sunday 
School  Super intendency  of  the  Basalt  Ward.   Odetta  has  been  a 
Counselor  in  Primary  and  in  Relief  Society,  and  has  been  a 
teacher  in  Sunday  School.   Odetta 's  hobby  is  her  home  and  family. 
The  Olives  love  outdoor  sports  of  all  kinds.   Cliff  is  a  salesman, 
but  works  for  himself  selling  furniture  and  carpeting.   Cliff  and 
Odetta  have  been  very  helpful  to  her  brother,  Milo,  who  was  injured 
and  is  in  a  wheel  chair. 

The  Olive  children  are:   Rebecca  Ann,  Carolee,  Camala,  Brett 
Colin,  and  Milo  J.   The  children  all  attend  school  in  Firth. 

ROBERT  POULSEN  AND  ELIZABETH  ANDERSON 

Robert's  father,  M.  Willard  Poulsen  was  a  Professor  at  B.Y.U. 
His  mother  is  Estelle  Mecham.   His  father  had  been  a  mission  presi- 
dent in  Sweden,   Robert  was  in  Arco  until  the  death  of  his  mother 
in  1934.   He  worked  for  A.  L.  Quist,  a  farmer  across  the  river. 
He  attended  high  school  and  B.Y.U.,  where  he  majored  in  Animal 
Husbandry  and  Veterinary  Science.   He  graduated  from  Idaho  State 
University, 

Robert  is  a  Life  Scout.   He  likes  leather  work  and  carpentry. 
He  is  a  welder  and  electrician  by  trade.   He  received  a  Presidential 
Citation  for  up-to-date  assignments.   He  was  in  the  Navy,  in  the 
Sea  Bees,  for  five  years  doing  construction  work  in  the  South 
Pacific c   Robert  belonged  to  the  American  Legion  for  twenty  years. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Anderson  of  Basalt  in  1947.   They  bought  some 
land  from  Joseph  H.  Dye.   Robert  and  Elizabeth  have  lived  in  the 
same  place  all  their  married  life0   He  helped  clear  the  Cedar  Point 
Canal o   He  is  presently  employed  by  American  Potatoes  in  Blackfoot. 
He  carried  mail  four  months  from  the  mail  stop  to  Basalt. 

Elizabeth  and  Robert  had  fifty  fryer  size  chickens ,   One  night, 
they  forgot  to  turn  the  lights  down  and  the  coop  and  the  chickens 
burned o   The  Fire  Department  was  coming  from  Idaho  Falls,  when 
they  hit  a  car  and  injured  two  women.   The  women  were  denied  in- 
surance because  they  would  not  go  to  the  hospital  to  be  checked  and 
examined c   (More  about  Elizabeth  under  Service  Women). 


LYNN  JOSEPH  PARRIS  AND  GRACE  BENNETT 

Lynn  and  Grace  received  their  schooling  in  Marsh  Valley  and 
Malad.   Lynn  served  in  the  Army  from  1945  to  1946.   He  was  sta- 
tioned in  the  Phillipines.   He  worked  in  the  Implement  House  in 
Downey,  and  for  a  garage  in  Arimo.   Lynn  was  an  Elder  and  a  Teach- 
er in  the  L.D=S.  Church. 

They  have  two  daughters,  Glenda,  who  was  an  honor  student  in 
her  school  years,  and  Marilyn,  who  writes  poems  and  some  have  been 
set  to  music. 

In  1959,  the  Parr  is'  bought  a  home  and  moved  to  Kimball.  Mr. 
Heaton  formerly  owned  six  hundred  acres  around  there.  They  bought 
from  Mr.  Schoocks.   Grace's  grandparents,  Charles  Richardson  lived 
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in  Moreland  in  1895. 

LEON  ESPLIN  AND  LEOLA  MAY 

Leon  is  the  son  of  Marion  and  Violet  Mitchell  Esplin.   He  was 
raised  in  Basalt.   Leola  was  from  northern  Idaho,  around  Coeur  d' 
Alene.   Leon  met  Leola  in  Provo ,  where  they  were  both  attending 
B.Y.U.   After  their  marriage,  they  lived  in  Shelley  until  1959. 
They  bought  the  farm  land  and  home  of  Ellis  Armstrong.   Leon  has 
raised  many  potatoes,  hay  and  grain.   He  is  now  employed  by  Mel 
Brown,  working  with  sprinkler  systems. 

Leon  filled  a  two  year  mission  to  the  northern  states  in 
1955.   Leola  has  been  very  active  as  Primary  President.   She  gives 
piano  lessons  each  week.   She  has  seventeen  students.   They  have 
six  children:   David,  Darin,  Delyn,  Diana,  Debra  and  Kent.   While 
snowmobiling,  Delyn 's  pants  got  caught  in  the  machine.   There  was 
a  terrible  accident,  but  Delyn  recovered. 

MARION  C.  ESPLIN  AND  VIOLET  MITCHELL 

Marion  is  the  son  of  Marion,  Sr . ,  and  Clementa  Esplin  of 
Shelley.   He  attended  school  in  Basalt,  Shelley,  Ricks  and  B.Y.U., 
where  he  majored  in  Electronics.   He  was  a  general  constructor 
and  a  farmer.   His  hobby  is  electronics. 

Violet  is  the  daughter  of  Zetland  D.  Mitchell  and  Jane  Shirtz. 
She  was  a  graduate  of  Shelley  schools  and  attended  Ricks  College. 

Marion  and  Violet  were  active  in  church  and  community  affairs. 
Marion  served  as  Chairman  of  North  Bingham  S.C.S.,  was  Chairman  of 
the  school  Board  in  Basalt  District  #45,  served  as  a  Stake  Mission- 
ary for  two  years,  and  was  President  of  the  Potato  Growers  and 
Beet  Growers  until  1950.   He  sold  milk  to  Challenge  in  1945. 

Violet  has  been  a  Counselor  in  the  Y.W.M.I.A.,  and  a  Primary 
worker.   She  was  the  mother  of:   Don  M. ,  who  married  Lorna  Cox. 
He  farms  and  they  are  living  in  Shelley;   Leon  M. ,  who  married 
Leola  May,  and  they  live  in  Basalt;  Marilyn,  who  married  Merlin 
Jolley  of  Firth.   They  live  in  Firth;  and,  LaMaun,  who  married 
Coral  Tew.   They  farmed  the  Esplin  farm  in  Basalt  after  they  were 
married  until  1969,  when  he  moved  to  Jameston.   All  of  the  boys 
have  been  farmers  on  a  large  scale  and  are  sprinkler  farmers. 

Violet  passed  away  in  1961.   Later,  in  1961,  Marion  married 
Edna  Thurman  and  moved  to  Idaho  Falls,  where  he  worked  as  the 
Electrical  Engineer  for  the  city.   He  retired  last  year. 

DELBERT  ORTON  AND  ALBERTA  HANSEN 

Alberta  was  raised  in  Presto,  Goshen  and  Firth.   She  is  the 
daughter  of  Chris  and  Cora  Hansen,  who  live  in  Goshen.   The  Hansens 
are  of  Scandinavian  descent. 

Delbert  was  raised  in  Basalt  and  Boise.   His  parents  are  Thomas 
D.  Orton  and  Sarah  A.  Mecham.   Both  parents  are  English. 
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Delbert  and  Alberta  were  both  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 
He  attended  two  years  in  Moscow,  where  he  majored  in  Agriculture. 
Alberta  attended  one  semester  at  I.S.U.   They  are  hunters  and  rock 
hounds.   The  girls  knit,  crochet  and  make  quilts.   Roberta  knitted 
a  sweater,  with  the  help  of  her  mother,  on  the  decreasing  of  sleeves. 

When  the  Ortons  go  to  the  mountains  for  logs  for  the  yard 
fence,  they  usually  fish  and  swim.   They  have  five  children:   Delva, 
who  married  Charles  Burgess.   They  live  in  Blackfoot  where  he  works 
for  the  Postal  Service.   Cora  0.  and  her  husband,  John,  work  for 
American  Potato.   Delbert  LaDel,  Chris  A.,  and  Roberta  E.,  are 
living  at  home  in  Basalt.   The  two  boys  love  to  do  woodwork. 

The  summer  of  1969,  Del  Jr.,  and  his  cousin,  collided  on  a 
motorcycle,  going  sixty  miles  an  hour.   Both  boys  were  hospita- 
lized o   Del  had  a  dislocated  elbow  and  a  fractured  skull.   Another 
tragedy  happened,  when  Alberta  was  helping  make  a  shed,  and  let  a 
pole  fall,  knocking  Del  out  cold.   He  was  very  ill;  he  had  a  skull 
fracture : 

DEAN  HOWELL  AND  HELEN  HACKING 

Elnora  Screnson  came  to  Basalt,  about  1904,  with  her  parents, 
Jens  C.  Sorenson  and  Annie  Sorenson:   They  came  from  Saint  Johns, 

Arizona , 

The  Sorenson  children  are:   Hannah  Holgate;  Annie,  who  married 
Joseph  David;  Oscar,  who  married  Kate  Thomas;  Mary  married  B.  D. 
Fields;  Amy  married  Orly  Fields,  a  brother  to  B,  D,;  Lillian  mar- 
ried an  Over son;  Elnora  married  Louis  Howell;  Leo  never  married. 
He  was  the  youngest,  and  lived  with  his  mother,  Annie,  in  the  old 
Sorenson  home  in  Basalt,  where  Kay  Kremins  lives  at  the  present 
time*   Leo  was  killed  by  a  train.   Leo  was  Ward  Clerk  of  the  Ba- 
salt Ward  from  1928  to  1943.   He  was  very  good  to  his  aging  mother. 

Elnora  was  killed  in  a  car  accident  in  1931.   After  this 
tragedy,  her  son,  Dean,  lived  with  his  Grandmother  Annie  Sorenson 
for  many  years.   He  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   He  married 
Helen  Hacking  of  Firth.   Helen  attended  high  school  in  Firth,  but 
graduated  from  Salmon  High  School,  after  her  parents  moved  from 
Firth  to  Salmon o 

Around  1956,  Dean  and  Helen  lived  in  Firth.   He  has  been  Office 
Manager  for  Wilcox  Construction  Company  in  Idaho  Falls  for  twenty- 
two  years. 

Helen  bought  a  ladies  dress  shop  from  her  mother  in  1962. 
She  moved  it  from  West  Pine  to  its  present  location,  on  South  State 
Street,  in  Shelley.   It  is  called  "Helens".   Helen  sells  fine 
quality  merchandise.   She  has  many  satisfied  customers. 

Dean  and  Helen  are  the  present  owners  of  "Finer  Cleaners"  in 
Shelley.  The  business  has  been  renovated,  and  many  new  customers 
are  patronizing  the  establishment. 

Helen  and  Dean  are  the  parents  of:   Berry  Dean  (deceased); 
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Judy  is  specializing  in  business  and  speech  at  Ricks;  and,  Kelly- 
is  a  freshman  in  Shelley  High  School. 

EDWIN  CHRISTENSEN  AND  ELEANOR  BAILEY 

Edwin's  father,  Heber  Christensen,  built  the  red  brick  home 
south  of  the  Goshen  Highway,  where  the  Heward  Madsen  family  now 
live.   Edwin  worked  as  a  plasterer  and  house  finisher  for  many 
years.   He  was  raised  in  Basalt  and  Goshen.   His  father  and  Ezra 
Christensen,  Cortez's  father,  were  brothers. 

Edwin  is  retired.   He  has  two  children  by  a  former  marriage: 
Dorothy  J.  Brady  of  California,  and  Bill  Christensen,  also  of 
California. 

Edwin  married  Elanor  Bailey  who  lived  north  of  Firth  and  Ba- 
salt on  the  Yellowstone  Highway.   Eleanor  has  two  married  children: 
Frank,  who  married  Melba  Ockerman  and  lives  on  a  farm  west  of  the 
Snake  River  in  the  Riverview  area;  and  Fawn,  who  is  married  and 
lives  in  California., 

Eleanor  sold  most  of  her  farm  to  Idaho  Supreme,  for  waste 
sprinkling.   She  kept  the  acres  where  she  and  Edwin  reside.   They 
have  a  garden,  berries  and  a  beautiful  yard.   Eleanor  will  retire 
this  year  from  Sunspice  Potato  Company  in  Blackfoot,  where  she 
has  worked  for  many  years. 

ROBERT  K.  BROWN  AND  FERN  MCCARROLL 

The  Browns  bought  some  of  the  Lyons  farm,  south  of  Bill  Far- 
rars,  in  the  sand  hills  southeast  of  Firth.  They  have  horses  and 
other  stock,  and  most  of  their  place  is  in  hay. 

Robert  served  in  the  Korean  conflict.   He  is  employed  by  Ancor 
Incorporated,  a  concrete  products  and  construction  company.   Fern 
works  for  Woodward  Brothers  in  Firth. 

The  Browns  have  three  children:   Stephen,  Tina  and  Tana. 
Tina  and  Tana  attend  Firth  schools.   Stephen  lives  in  California. 

LINDEN  B.  BATEMAN  AND  DEANN 

Linden  and  Deann  bought  the  forty  acres  of  the  old  John  Lyon 
place,  where  the  big  barn  is,  south  and  east  of  Firth.   Batemans 
came  from  Iona  to  Firth.   He  teaches  Government  at  Bonneville 
High  School.   They  have  large  Clydesdale  horses  which  he  enters  in 
the  fairs.   This  winter,  the  horses  have  taken  the  family  on  many 
sleigh  rides  in  the  heavy  snow. 

They  have  lived  in  Firth  for  three  years.   Their  two  children 
are:   Eric  and  Preston,  who  attend  Firth  schools. 

LAWRENCE  BROWER  AND  SARAH  JANE  WERNETTE 

Lawrence  is  the  son  of  Austin  Brower  and  Velta  Cherry  Brower . 
Thev  came  to  Firth  from  Ashton.   His  father  has  been  Town  Marshall 
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of  Firth  for  many  years.   His  mother  is  the  Firth-Basalt  News  Re- 
porter for  the  Shelley  Pioneer  Newspaper  in  Shelley. 

Lawrence  and  Sarah  Jane  are  graduates  of  Firth  schools.   Sarah 
Jane  is  the  foster  daughter  of  Laura  Wernette.   Lawrence  and  Sarah 
Jane  lived  with  Laura  for  a  long  time  before  she  passed  away.   Law- 
rence operated  the  farm  for  her.   Sarah  Jane  is  a  secretary  for  a 
gas  company  in  Blackfoot.   Lawrence  is  a  welder  for  Firth  Blacksmith, 
He  spent  his  required  time  in  the  Navy.   He  drove  the  school  bus 
for  the  Firth  District  for  two  years. 

The  Browers  have  six  children:   Lorraine,  who  married  Rick 
Just;  Gail,  Clay,  Teresa,  Stephen  and  Mischel.   Lorraine  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School,  and  the  other  children  are  attending  school 
there. 

HAROLD  HOLMS  AND  DELORES  GEE 

Delores  is  the  daughter  of  Letho  and  Evelyn  Brower  Gee  of 
Basalt.   She  was  raised  in  Ashton  and  Saint  Anthony,  Idaho.   She  is 
a  cardiac  patient  with  limited  abilities.   They  live  in  Elvin  Clay- 
son's  house  on  Sand  Creek,  in  the  old  Chris  Peterson  home.   Harold 
worked  for  many  years  for  Grover  Construction  Company.   He  is  a 
heavy  equipment  operator.   Their  children  are:   Linda,  Alana  and 
Bonnie. 

KEITH  TELFORD  AND  DIANE  FLENNING 

Diane  was  raised  in  Jacison  Hole,  Wyoming.   Keith  is  from  Idaho 
Falls.   The  Telfords  sold  a  ranch  in  Howe,  Idaho,  and  came  to  Ba- 
salt in  1965.   They  are  renting  a  home  belonging  to  0.  H.  Peterson, 
the  old  Ben  Sage  homestead.   The  home  has  had  some  remodeling  and 
renovation  since  the  Sages  lived  there. 

Keith  buys  cattle  and  travels  a  lot.   His  feed  lot  is  in 
Idaho  Falls.   The  Telfords  came  to  Basalt  because  they  liked  the 
living  conditions,  a  smaller  school,  rural  area,  acreage  for  yards 
and  ponies. 

Diane  was  Work  Director  in  the  Basalt  Relief  Society  for  a 
short  time.   Her  husband's  work  requires  her  cooperation  with  his 
traveling  and  transactions,  so  Diane  resigned  the  position  in  Relief 
Society.   The  children  attend  M.I. A.  and  Church  in  Basalt. 

The  Telfords  children  are:   Robert,  who  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School,  had  three  years  of  college  and  married  Cody  Hansen. 
They  live  in  Lewisville,   Pamela  is  also  a  Firth  graduate.   She  is 
married  to  Monte  Freeman  of  Rexburg.   Bradley  is  a  student  in 
Ricks  College.   Leslie  and  Matthew  attend  school  in  Firth.   San- 
dra is  deceased. 

PHILIP  AND  EDITH  SWENSON 

Philip  and  Edith  have  been  residents  of  Riverview  for  many 
years.   Philip's  father,  Ludwig,  taught  students  to  read  and  write 
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Swedish,  since  most  of  the  people  who  lived  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Snake  River,  in  the  Riverview  area  in  1900,  were  Swedes. 

Philip  and  Edith  sang  together  at  many  funerals  and  programs. 
Philip  served  on  the  School  Board,  and  has  taken  care  of  the  River- 
view  Cemetery. 

Edith  is  employed  by  the  R.  T.  French  Company  in  Shelley.   The 
Swenson's  children  all  grew  up  in  their  present  home,  attended  the 
Riverview  and  Firth  schools,  and  are  all  married. 

LYLE  HILLMAN  AND  VIOLA  CAMPBELL 

Lyle  is  the  son  of  Horace  Dewitt  Hillman  and  Ethel  Harker. 
The  Hillman  family  lived  in  the  mining  towns  of  Mammoth  and  Eureka, 
Utah,  where  the  father  and  relatives  were  employed. 

Lyle's  mother  passed  away  in  1919,  during  the  flu  epidemic, 
leaving  five  young  children.   Lyle  lived  with  relatives  in  Mammoth, 
where  he  attended  elementary  school.   He  lived  in  Union,  Salt  Lake, 
with  his  great-grandmother,  who  was  totally  blind  for  twenty  years 
before  she  died.   Lyle  enjoyed  living  with  her.   He  loved  to  herd 
the  cows,  run  errands  for  her,  and  listen  to  the  stories  of  her 
earlier  life. 

When  he  was  eleven  years  old,  he  came  to  Shelley,  Idaho,  to 
live  with  his  mother's  family,  the  Joseph  Harker  family.   He  grew 
up  feeling  like  a  brother  to  them.   He  attended  elementary  school 
and  graduated  from  the  eighth  grade  in  Stanton,  northeast  of  Shelley. 
He  attended  Shelley  High  School,  and  graduated  when  he  was  only 
sixteen  years  old.   He  worked  on  the  family  farm,  and  on  the  neigh- 
bors farms  to  earn  a  few  dollars.   He  learned  to  thin,  hoe,  and  top 
sugar  beets,  how  to  load  and  stack  hay,  and  every  other  farm  chore, 
including  milking  cows.   Naturally,  Lyle  became  a  farmer,  later. 

Viola's  mother  died  when  she  was  just  a  small  girl.   She  lived 
with  relatives  who  took  good  care  of  her.   While  living  with  her 
brother,  she  became  acquainted  with  Lyle. 

Viola  attended  school  in  Taysom,  Woodville,  Stanton,  and  Delta 
during  her  elementary  grades,  graduating  from  the  eighth  grade  in 
Stanton.   She  then  attended  two  years  of  high  school  in  Shelley. 
She  attended  one  year  in  Delta,  Utah,  where  she  lived  with  an  aunt, 
then  went  to  Ammon,  Idaho,  to  live  with  her  sister,  Miranda  String- 
ham,  graduating  from  high  school  there  in  1937. 

Lyle  worked  for  a  time  for  the  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company.   After 
he  graduated  from  high  school,  he  left  for  a  L.D.S.  Mission,  which 
he  served  for  almost  thirty-six  months  in  the  Spanish  American 
Mission  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona  and  Colorado.   After  he  re- 
turned to  Shelley,  Lyle  and  Viola  were  married,  and  farmed  for  five 
years  in  the  Stanton  area.   They  moved  to  Jameston,  where  they  farmed 
for  thirteen  years.   In  1957,  they  bought  the  old  Sjoberg  homestead 
from  Ronald  Whiting,  in  the  Riverview  area,  where  they  live  at  the 
present  time. 
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During  the  years  of  1939-1944,  the  Utah- Idaho  Sugar  Company 
brought  in  Mexican  laborers  to  work  in  the  beet  fields.   Because 
none  of  them  could  speak  English,  and  none  of  the  sugar  company 
men  could  speak  Spanish,  they  would  come  to  Lyle  to  have  him  inter- 
pret for  them,   Lyle  used  his  Spanish  speaking  ability  in  the 
mission  field, 

The  Sugar  Company  always  paid  Lyle  for  each  hour  he  was  away 
from  his  own  field  interpreting  for  them.    Lyle  has  done  con- 
siderable work  with  the  Spanish  speaking  people,  holding  meetings 
with  them,  and  doing  missionary  work  with  them. 

For  years  after  Lyle  came  home  from  his  mission,  he  and  the 
other  missionaries  from  Saint  Anthony  to  Pingree,  who  had  served 
in  the  Spanish  American  Mission  together,  would  meet  once  a  month 
for  a  reunion.   They  would  talk  about  their  missionary  experiences, 
and  sing  in  Spanish . 

While  living  in  Jameston,  Lyle  sold  real  estate  in  the  winter 
months  and  farmed  in  the  summer.   He  and  his  brother,  Floyd,  sold 
for  Sterling  Cannon.   Then,  after  moving  to  Firth,  Lyle  sold  for  a 
few  years  for  Gene  Black  Realty  in  Shelley.   In  the  meantime, 
Floyd  had  opened  his  own  real  estate  office,  and  asked  Lyle  to  work 
with  him.   They  are  still  working  together. 

In  1966,  Lyle  sold  the  east  eighty  acres  of  his  farm  to  Van 
Nelson,  and  decided  to  sell  real  estate  all  year  instead  of  just  in 
the  winter. 

Lyle  enjoys  travelling  around  the  valley,  meeting  new  people 
and  showing  them  farms  and  homes.   He  does  all  he  can  to  help  those 
who  would  like  to  buy  a  home.   He  has  a  good  association  with  every- 
one that  he  meets,  and  many  referrals  come  from  happy  customers. 

Along  with  farming  and  selling  real  estate,  Lyle  and  his  sons 
always  milked  a  herd  of  cows.   Lyle  was  a  member  of  the  Challenge 
Co-op,  Farm  Bureau,  Potato  Growers,  Beet  Growers,  Bingham  County 
S.C.S.,  and  has  served  in  many  capacities  in  the  Church.   He  and 
Viola  have  served  in  many  auxiliaries  on  the  Ward  level,  and  also 
in  the  Shelley  Stake.   Lyle  has  served  as  District  Mission  Presi- 
dent, Stake  Mission  Presidency,  a  Stake  Mission  for  nine  years, 
Stake  Sunday  School  Super intendency,  Senior  of  Seventies  Quorum, 
Ward  Sunday  School  Superintendent  in  three  wards,  and  a  Counselor 
in  the  Basalt  Ward  Bishopric,  besides  all  of  his  different  teaching 
positions. 

Viola  has  served  in  all  the  Ward  Auxiliaries,  as  President  of 
Y.W.M.I.A.,  Counselor  in  M.I. A.,  President  of  the  Relief  Society, 
and  Counselor  to  two  different  Presidents  in  the  Ward.   She  has  served 
on  the  Shelley  Stake  Primary  Board,  Stake  Y. W.M.I. A.  Board,  and  in 
several  teaching  positions. 

After  her  youngest  children  started  to  school,  she  worked  as 
a  file  clerk  and  secretary  for  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  in 
Shelley.   She  worked  for  almost  four  years  as  Secretary  to  the 
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Principal  of  the  high  school  in  Firth  under  Robert  Freeman,  and  the 
elementary  school  with  A.  W.  Johnson. 

Lyle  and  Viola  have  ten  children  who  have  all  graduated  from 
L.D.S.  Seminary  and  Firth  High  School.   Verdell,  Derryll  and  Janice 
graduated  from  elementary  school  in  Jameston,  where  the  children 
attended  school  until  they  moved  to  Firth.   Verdell  graduated  from 
Seminary  in  Shelley,  where  he  and  Derryll  attended  high  school; 
then,  graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   Verdell  attended  Ricks 
College,  served  two  years  in  New  England  on  a  mission,  worked  as  an 
office  accountant  for  Idaho  Savings  and  Loan,  and  for  the  past  eight 
years  has  been  working  for  G.M.A.C.   He  married  Loma  D.  Larsen  of 
Shoshone,  and  they  are  living  in  Salt  Lake  City.   They  have  five 
children, 

Derryll  graduated  from  four  years  of  Seminary  in  Shelley  and 
Firth,  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  attended  Ricks  College, 
served  a  two  year  mission  in  Great  Lakes,  then  came  home  and  grad- 
uated from  Ricks  College.   He  married  Norma  Kay  Freeman  of  Goshen. 
He  is  now  an  Insurance  Adjustor  in  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  where  he  is 
also  First  Counselor  in  the  Ward  Bishopric.   They  have  three  child- 
ren. 

Janice  graduated  from  Jameston  Elementary  School,  Firth  High 
School,  and  four  years  of  L.D.S.  Seminary  in  Firth.   Both  Janice 
and  Derryll  received  a  scholarship  to  Ricks  College  from  the  Shel- 
ley Stake  Seminary,  where  she  attended  one  year.   Janice  was  active 
in  F.H.A.  in  Firth,  and  won  the  Betty  Crocker  Gold  Medal  Homemaker 
of  the  year  award.   She  graduated  from  Vogue  Beauty  School  in  Idaho 
Falls.   She  married  Stephen  A.  Simmons  of  Ucon,  and  they  live  in 
Logan,  Utah,  where  Stephen  is  on  the  Music  Faculty  at  Utah  State 
College.   They  have  four  children. 

Danny  graduated  from  elementary  and  high  school,  seminary  in 
Firth.   He  was  active  in  F.F.A.  and  woodwork.   He  married  Linda  Bar- 
ton.  Danny  has  been  a  heavy  equipment  operator  for  the  past  few 
years,  and  is  now  locally  employed.   They  have  two  children. 

Kathleen  graduated  from  Firth  Elementary  and  High  School. 
She  graduated  from  L.D.S.  Seminary  in  Firth.   She  was  active  in 
F.H.A.  and  went  to  state  where  she  received  her  State  Degree. 
She  attended  Ricks  College  one  year,  then  went  to  Salt  Lake  City, 
where  she  graduated  from  Dental  Assistance  College.   She  worked  for 
a  dentist  in  California.   She  met  her  husband  in  California.   She 
has  been  overseas  with  her  husband,  Edward  A.  Madsen  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  for  two  years.   He  is  stationed  in  French  Morroco  with  the 
Navy.   They  have  one  boy. 

Darwin  graduated  from  Firth  schools,  L.D.S.  Seminary,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Vocational  Technical  School  at  Idaho  State  in  Pocatello. 
He  received  his  degree  in  Drafting  and  Design.   He  married  Sheila 
Rae  Barton,  and  they  moved  to  Nampa,  where  he  has  been  employed 
drawing  house  plans,  etc.   They  have  two  boys. 

Blaine  graduated  from  Firth  Schools.   He  was  active  in  F.F.A. 
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and  went  to  Moscow,  Idaho,  where  he  was  competing  on  the  F.F.A. 
Judging  Team.   He  graduated  from  Seminary  in  Firth.   He  married 
Janice  Dell  Pharis  of  Goshen,  and  they  have  a  little  girl.   Blaine 
worked  for  one  year  for  Lyons  Equipment  Company  in  Firth,  then  bought 
his  own  truck  and  hauled  milk  for  Challenge  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Laroy  and  Lanae,  the  twins,  are  taking  their  fourth  year  of 
Seminary  at  Firth  High  School,  where  they  are  seniors.   They  have 
been  on  the  Honor  Roll  for  the  past  three  years.   They  will  graduate 
in  May,  1972.   Laroy  is  an  Eagle  Scout,  and  they  both  attended  the 
M.I. A.  Dance  Festival  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  in  June  of  1971, 
where  they  danced  in  the  University  of  Utah  Stadium. 

Verdell  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  with  the  Youth  Chorus  to  sing 
in  the  Youth  Chorus  Festival.   Derryll  did  this  one  year,  also. 
Derryll,  Janice  and  Darwin  also  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  to  dance  in 
the  Dance  Festival. 

One  baby,  Kerrie,  died  shortly  after  birth. 

Tragedy  came  to  the  Hillman  family  in  August  of  1971.   Their 
two  story  home  burned  to  the  ground  during  the  night.   Lyle  and  the 
twins,  Laroy  and  Lanae,  escaped  in  their  night  clothes.   Nothing 
was  saved  except  a  few  dresses  Lanae  had  grabbed  on  her  way  down 
the  stairs,  and  a  quilt  that  Laroy  had  grabbed  and  wrapped  around 
him.   Viola  was  in  Logan,  Utah,  at  the  time,  where  she  had  been 
helping  out  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Janice,  who  had  just  had  a 
new  baby. 

Lyle  ran  to  the  neighbors  for  help  in  his  bare  feet.   The 
house  was  a  blazing  inferno.   The  debris  and  ashes  were  soon  cleared 
away,  and  the  Hillmans  are  now  living  in  a  beautiful  brick  home. 
They  moved  in  for  Christmas  Eve,  1971.   What  a  joyous  Christmas. 
For  five  months  they  had  lived  in  three  campers.   Eventually,  they 
bought  a  two  bedroom  trailer  house,  which  they  moved  onto  their 
burned  lawn,  so  they  could  work  on  the  new  house. 

Through  the  quick  response  from  their  married  children,  their 
neighbors,  relatives  and  friends,  and  the  Grant  Kohler  Building 
Company,  they  were  able  to  rebuild  in  a  few  months.   Their  son, 
Darwin  built  the  cabinets,  and  drew  the  house  plans.   The  children 
helped  so  much  in  getting  the  new  house  finished, 

Lyle  said  that  if  everyone  who  came  over  the  night  to  help 
fight  the  flames  had  each  brought  a  board,  they  could  have  had  a 
house  erected  the  next  day.   The  community  and  the  Basalt  Ward  gave 
them  a  Benefit  Dance  which  helped  them  replace  some  of  the  things 
that  had  been  burned.   Their  home  was  replaced  by  insurance  funds. 

LEO  HARPER  AND  CEBELLE  MESSICK 

Leo's  parents,  John  and  Elnora  Harper,  came  from  England  to 
Utah.   As  a  young  man,  Leo  came  to  Basalt  in  1921,  and  worked  for 
his  brother-in-law,  Marion  Sorenson.   Marion  had  married  Leo's 
sister,  Lucille  Harper.   They  lived  in  Blackfoot.   Leo  graduated 
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from  Arco  High  School. 

Leo  met  Cebelle  while  living  with  the  Sorensons.   Cebelle  was 
a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   Cebelle  was  born  in  Georgia.   Leo 
and  Cebelle  lived  much  of  their  married  life  in  Basalt.   Their  home 
was  where  Verl  Kotter  lives.   They  were  active  in  M.I. A.  and  other 
Church  auxiliaries. 

Leo  worked  as  a  section  hand  for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 
He  also  drove  a  school  bus  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  was  Manager  of  the 
C.  C.  Anderson  store  in  Idaho  Falls  for  four  years.   He  helped  his 
brother-in-law,  William  Messick,  operate  a  farm  in  Monroe,  south 
of  Shelley.   Then,  he  worked  for  Ahlstrom  Furniture  Company  for 
twenty  years  as  a  salesman.   The  past  two  years  Leo  has  been  in 
real  estate. 

In  1960,  the  Harpers  moved  from  Basalt  to  Idaho  Falls,  where 
they  reside  today.   Gerald  Stolworthy,  Bert  Clinger  and  Leo  Harper 
were  representatives  of  the  farmers  who  grew  and  sold  potatoes. 
Leo  was  a  member  of  the  Idaho  Potato  Growers. 

Leo  and  Cebelle  have  two  sons:   Ronald,  who  is  an  assistant 
in  Public  Assistance  of  Bear  Lake  and  Caribou  Counties.   He  re- 
sides in  Montpelier,  Idaho.   He  attended  B.Y.U.   Max  is  attending 
his  last  year  at  B.Y.U. 

LAURA  JANE  WERNETTE 

Although  Laura  was  never  married,  she  was  a  devoted  mother 
to  unfortunate,  motherless  children.   She  received  her  education 
in  Sheridan  and  Dresden,  Kansas.   She  excelled  in  reading  and 
spelling.   Many  years  of  her  girlhood  were  spent  clerking  in  her 
father's  mercantile  store.   Her  father,  Peter  William  Wernette, 
sold  his  business,  and  moved  to  Firth.   George  and  Ed,  two  of  her 
brothers,  had  come  to  Firth  earlier. 

Laura's  father  filed  on  a  desert  claim  of  one  hundred  sixty 
acres  south  of  Firth,  where  Florin  Wernette  now  resides.   Laura 
helped  her  brother,  Bertram,  raise  his  three  motherless  children. 
Bertram's  wife  died  from  heart  trouble.   One  of  the  children  that 
was  left  was  only  nine  months  old. 

Laura  was  a  fine  seamstress  which  was  a  great  help  to  her 
foster  family.   She  was  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  and  worked  dili- 
gently with  campaigns  during  World  War  I.   She  was  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Birthday  Club,  where 
friends  met  on  each  other's  birthday.   Laura  has  been  an  intellec- 
tual source  of  information  about  the  early  days  of  Firth. 

Laura  kept  house  for  her  brother,  George.   He  lived  in  a  brown 
house  back  of  the  Blacksmith  Shop  that  he  operated  in  1918. 

After  her  father,  Peter,  proved  up  on  the  homestead,  he  pur- 
chased the  Lans  Larsen  home  in  Firth.   Laura  made  this  her  home. 
She  boarded  school  teachers  and  worked  in  the  Farmers  Bank  in  Firth. 
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Laura  adopted  Sarah  Jane,  who  married  Lawrence  Brower.   For 
the  past  several  years,  Laura  has  tended  Sarah  Jane's  children 
while  the  parents  worked.   She  passed  away  December  19,  1971. 
She  was  loved  by  her  foster  children  and  many  friends. 

ROBERT  BONENBERGER  AND  RUTHELDA  KIMBALL 

Robert  is  the  son  of  Clifford  and  Dorothy  Bonenberger.   He 
attended  elementary  school  in  Saint  Louis,  and  continued  his  ed- 
ucation in  California. 

Ruthelda  is  a  descendant  of  the  early  Kimballs.   She  is  also 

related  to  the  Pratt  family,  who  were  well  known  in  early  church 

history.   Her  parents,  John  R.  and  Ruth  Kimball,  lived  in  San 
Diego,  California,  where  Ruthelda  attended  school. 

Robert  and  Ruthelda  came  from  San  Diego  in  1971.   They  pur- 
chased the  John  Morris  home,  which  was  originally  owned  by  Stephen 
Love.   He  had  sold  the  lots  to  Mrs.  Steiner. 

The  Bonenbergers  have  one  daughter,  Robin,  who  is  in  the  fifth 
grade  at  Firth  Elementary  School.   They  spend  their  summers  fishing, 
hunting  and  camping.   Ruthelda  works  with  the  Basalt  girls  at  Sum- 
mer Camp.   During  her  first  day  at  Camp  last  year,  she  received  a 
broken  arnu   Determined  to  be  with  the  girls,  she  went  on  a  five 
mile  hike  with  her  arm  in  a  sling.   Her  arm  was  not  set  until  the 
second  day  after  the  injury,   Ruthelda  remained  for  the  skits  the 
girls  presented,  then  went  to  Idaho  Falls  to  have  her  arm  repaired. 

Robert  is  a  receiver  for  Ahlstrom  Furniture  Company  in  Idaho 
Falls.   They  live  in  Basalt. 

RAY  MESSICK  AND  DIANTHA  COX 

Ray  was  born  and  raised  in  Basalt.   He  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Emma  Bragg  Messick.   He  graduated  from  Firth  schools.   He  was 
a  meat  cutter  for  eighteen  years.   Rhen  Everson  was  the  butcher 
and  meat  cutter  for  Mallory's  Grocery  Store  in  Shelley.   He  taught 
Ray  the  trade.   Ray  worked  for  Mallorys  until  he  entered  the  Army, 
where  he  served  for  thirty-nine  months  in  the  Pacific  during 
World  War  II. 

Ray  returned  to  a  place  owned  by  his  father-in-law,  Leonard 
Cox,  Sr,   The  Messicks  were  members  of  the  Farm  Bureau  and  the 
Idaho  Potato  Growers  *   Ray  then  worked  for  Safeways,  then  for  Al- 
bertsons.   He  became  Meat  Department  Manager  for  the  Saving  Center 
in  Idaho  Falls. 

In  1971,  the  Messicks  purchased  the  Western  Auto  Store  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Larsen.   The  Larsens  operated  the  store  for 
twenty-five  years  in  Shelley. 

Diantha  is  the  daughter  of  Diantha  Esplin  and  Leonard  Cox. 
She  was  born  and  raised  in  Shelley.  She  graduated  from  Shelley 
schools,  and  Ricks  College^   She  taught  school  in  Firth  for  many 
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years.   She  is  presently  employed  by  the  Shelley  Junior  High  School 
as  Librarian. 

The  Messicks  resided  in  Basalt  from  1956  until  1960,  when  they 

moved  to  Shelley.   They  are  living  in  Shelley  at  the  present  time. 

Ray  and  Diantha  served  faithfully  in  all  Ward  and  civic  capacities 
while  in  Basalt. 

The  Messick  children  are:   Cleston,  who  attended  school  one 
year  in  Firth,  and  served  a  two  year  mission  for  the  L.D.S.  Church. 
He  is  married  to  Linda  Frandsen,   Noal  graduated  from  Shelley  High 
School  and  served  a  two  year  mission.   Veldon  served  a  mission  to 
Sweden  and  attended  Ricks  College.   Juline  enjoys  music;  she  sings, 
and  plays  the  organ  for  the  Ward  Sunday  School.   She  is  attending 
Shelley  High  School.   Delaun  and  Owen  are  still  in  elementary  school 
in  Shelley=   The  children  are  a  big  help  in  their  new  store. 

CHARLES  G.  WEEDING  AND  WANDA  SALVERSON 

Charles  and  Wanda  were  from  Hyrum,  Utah.   His  parents  are 
Hans  0„  and  Jensine  Frcgner  Wedding.   Wanda  is  the  daughter  of 
Thorald  A.  and  Hannah  H.  Salver  son.   The  Weddings  were  raised  in 
the  same  town.   Charles  came  to  Shelley  in  1903  to  work  for  his 
brother-in-law.   Charles  and  Wanda  were  married  in  1908 

For  several  years  they  operated  a  farm  and  a  meat  market  in 
Firth.   In  1918,  the  Weddings  moved  to  Wapello.   Wedding  Lane  was 
named  after  Charles  and  his  brothers. 

The  Weddings  operated  a  dairy  farm  coupled  with  the  breeding 
of  Holstein  stock.   His  stock  were  winners  in  the  Utah  and  Idaho 
fairs.   Mr.  Wedding  was  influential  in  helping  to  organize  the  Idaho 
Potato  Growers  and  Bingham  County  Co-ops. 

Charles  and  Wanda  moved  to  Logan  in  1945,  where  he  retired. 
After  ten  years,  they  returned  to  Blackfoot.  After  their  health 
failed,  they  lived  in  the  Bingham  County  Nursing  Home  in  Blackfoot. 

They  were  active  members  of  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Firth,  Wape- 
llo and  Blackfoot,  as  well  as  in  Logan,  Utah. 

Wanda  died  November  5,  1971,  and  Charles  died  the  following 
December  7.   They  were  buried  in  the  Firth  Cemetery.   They  left 
many  friends  in  Firth  and  Blackfoot. 

Their  children  are:   Ethel  Christensen  of  Salt  Lake  City; 
Agnes  Marriott;  Fern  Corbett  of  Ogden,  Utah;  Ruth  Koverman;  Helen 
Juleff ;  Elena;  Barbara  Mosseburg  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  Rulon 
D.  Wedding,  Hazelton;  Thelma  Kowalyh,  Seattle,  Washington;  and, 
Dale  So  of  Denver,  Colorado.   There  are  eleven  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild. 

BENJAMIN  J.  BOYLE  AND  MARGIE  EATON 

The  Boyles  came  from  Colorado  to  Idaho  Falls  where  they  resided 
for  some  time.   Then,  they  took  over  the  former  Implement  Company  in 
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Shelley.   They  bought  the  Hjelm  homestead  that  was  owned  by  Robert 
McSpadden.   The  Boyles  have  about  one  hundred  fifty  head  of  sheep. 
They  belong  to  the  Woolgrowers  Association.   They  raise  hay  and 
grain.   Margie  works  for  the  R.  T.  French  Company,  and  Benny  is  a 
Welder. 

In  January,  1971,  while  everyone  was  away  from  home,  their 
house  caught  fire  and  partially  burned.   Thanks  to  neighbors  who 
had  seen  the  fire,  it  was  extinguished  before  everything  was  des- 
troyed.  They  had  everything  torn  down  and  a  new,  split  level  home 
built  on  the  spot  where  the  other  house  had  stood.   They  lived  in 
a  trailer  house  on  the  lot  while  their  new  house  was  being  built. 
The  community  gave  them  a  Benefit  Dance,  and  the  insurance  company 
provided  funds  to  replace  their  home. 

The  Boyle's  children  are:   Terry;  Mark,  who  was  Star  Farmer 
in  F.F.A.;  Jimmie  and  Richard. 

MARVIN  TRENT  AND  LOUISE  MITCHELL 

Marvin  came  from  Oklahoma.   He  served  in  the  Korean  conflict 
from  1951  to  1954.   He  is  employed  as  a  shop  foreman.   He  served 
on  the  Basalt  Village  Council  in  1965.   In  1961,  Marvin  and  Louise 
came  to  Basalt.   Louise  was  from  Shelley.   She  is  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Mitchell. 

The  Trents  bought  a  house  and  a  small  acreage  from  Tippetts 
and  Burkenbines,  two  blocks  south  of  the  Basalt  Store. 

Louise  has  been  active  in  Primary  since  coming  to  Basalt. 
Marvin  is  a  Cub  Scout  Leader.  They  are  an  asset  to  the  Basalt 
community. 

Their  children  are:  Terri;  Joel;  Delwin;  Kristi;  Arden;  Deena 
and  Kendall. 

Louise  said  she  is  so  grateful  to  all  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bors who  were  helpful  when  Kristi  had  her  appendix  removed,  and  was 
in  the  hospital  for  so  long. 

WILLIAM  WESLEY  BREWINGTON  AND  ALICE  LUCEIN  DYE 

William  came  to  Firth  with  his  parents,  Robert  Nelson  Brew- 
ington  and  Cleo  May  Rogers.   They  came  from  Eaton,  Colorado  about 
1910.   William  attended  school  in  Eaton,  Idaho  Falls,  New  Sweden 
and  Riverview. 

The  Brewingtons  lived  one  mile  south  of  Firth  in  the  D,  N. 
Johnson  home.   It  is  now  occupied  by  Elmo  Crooks.   William  had 
been  a  school  bus  driver  for  many  years,  a  canal  man,  a  cafe  cook, 
and  postal  clerk  in  Yellowstone  Park. 

He  married  Alice  Dye  in  1917.   Alice  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Henry  Dye  and  Nellie  Dora  Child.   She  attended  Basalt  and  Firth 
schools.   She  enjoys  doing  genealogy  work.   She  worked  in  the 
Primary  when  she  was  a  girl,  under  Ella  Bailey. 
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The  Brewington  children  are:   Royden  Carlyle,  who  lives  in  Fon- 
tana,  California,  and  is  married  to  Maxine  Ferguson;  Jay,  who  lives 
in  Lava  Hot  Springs;  Benita  Orlene,  who  is  married  to  Charles  Don- 
ahey,  and  live  in  McCammon;  Bruce  Darwin  (deceased;  Norma  Jean,  who 
is  married  to  James  Pier son,  and  they  live  in  Pocatello. 

When  Alice  was  quite  young,  her  mother  was  very  ill  with  ty- 
phoid fever.   The  family  knelt  in  prayer  and  her  father  told  her 
mother  that  she  would  live  a  score  and  ten  years  longer.   This  she 
did,  plus  a  few  years  more. 

EUGENE  HARDY  AND  MARILYN  HANSEN 

Eugene  is  the  son  of  Minnie  Cox  and  Clarke  Hardy  of  Basalt. 
He  attended  Basalt  Elementary  School,  and  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School,   He  attended  Utah  State  University,  where  he  received  his 
degree. 

He  married  Marilyn  Hansen,  the  daughter  of  Ammon  and  Lucille 
Hansen  of  Goshen.   She  attended  school  in  Upper  Presto  and  graduated 
from  Firth  High  School. 

Eugene  is  a  Tool  Engineer  for  IBM.   Marilyn  does  secretarial 
work  in  the  student  union  building.   Eugene  and  Marilyn  have  three 
children. 

TOM  AND  LAURA  SULLIVAN 

The  Sullivans  lived  in  Idaho  Falls  before  buying  the  Kimball 
Store  in  1967.   Tom  died  during  the  four  years  the  Sullivans  were 
in  Kimball.   Tom  was  kind  to  all  the  school  children,  and  would  in- 
vite them  to  come  inside  the  store  where  it  was  warm  while  they  were 
waiting  for  the  school  bus. 

After  Tom  died,  Laura  moved  to  Coltman  to  be  with  her  sister, 
Ruth  Hudman,  whose  husband,  Orson,  operates  a  store  there.   The  Sul- 
livans belong  to  the  Catholic  Church. 

PETER  KONTES  AND  MARY  LOU  JAMES 

Peter  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School.   During  his  school 
years,  he  helped  his  father  raise  mink  and  fox.   This  required  a 
lot  of  cleaning  and  feeding  and  special  care  and  attention. 

Pete  worked  for  the  A.E.C.  for  several  years.   He  served  in 
the  Army.   In  1918,  his  father  and  uncle  started  the  Royal  Shoe 
Store  in  Idaho  Falls,  and  it  has  been  in  continual  operation. 
Pete  bought  Chris  and  Gus  Meharas  out  in  1962.   Pete  has  good  help, 
and  has  given  courteous  and  efficient  service  all  the  years  he  has 
operated  the  shop. 

Mary  Lou  was  from  Nampa.   She  is  bookkeeper  for  their  business, 
as  well  as  being  a  devoted  mother  and  homemaker.   She  has  also  been 
a  school  teacher.   They  live  in  a  beautiful,  new,  modern  home  on 
the  banks  of  the  Snake  River,  just  north  of  his  father's  home  in 
Firth.   Their  children  are:   Kathy  and  Tony. 
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ARNOLD  JOLLEY  AND  V ID ELLA  WHITMILL 

Arnold  came  from  a  family  of  thirteen.   He  is  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam and  Hannah  Butler  Jolley.   He  spent  his  youth  in  Kimball.   He 
graduated  from  Firth  High  School.   He  married  Vidella  Whitmill, 
the  daughter  of  Rose  Perritt  and  Barney  Whitmill  of  Basalt  and 
Goshen.   They  came  from  Utah. 

Arnold  and  Vidella  bought  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  the  old  Firth 
school.   Dallas  Peterson  owns  the  place  now.   The  Jolleys  farmed 
for  many  years  and  were  members  of  the  Firth  Ward.   They  had  dairy 
cows  and  sold  milk  to  Challenge.   Arnold  has  sold  and  tuned  pianos 
for  twenty-five  years  for  the  Melody  Shop  in  Idaho  Falls.   This  work 
is  much  less  strenuous  than  farming  and  milking  cows. 

The  Jolley  children  are:   Dorothy,  who  married  Darrell  Gneit- 
ing,  and  live  in  Oregon.   Barney  is  in  the  hospital.   He  was  in 
the  National  Guard.   P,ose  Marie  Tidwell  lives  in  California. 

Vidella  passed  away  in  her  early  married  life.   Arnold  has 
remarried  and  lives  in  Blackfoot. 

THAIN  JENSEN  AND  EVELYN  LOCKYER 

Thain  is  the  son  of  Ellen  S.  and  Rulon  Jensen.   Both  families 
were  among  the  first  in  Basalt.   He  was  in  the  Navy  and  was  stationed 
in  the  Caroline  and  Phillipine  Islands.   Thain  worked  for  the  rail- 
road for  several  years. 

After  Thain' s  father  passed  away,  Thain  operated  the  farm  in 
Basalt  until  Ronald  took  it  over.   He  was  a  member  of  the  Western 
Potato  Growers  for  the  years  he  farmed.   He  had  milk  cows  and  sold 
to  Challenge  and  Kraft.   Thain  married  Evelyn  Lockyer  of  Firth. 

Thain  and  Evelyn  attended  Firth  schools.   In  1964,  Thain  bought 
the  Clinton  Jensen  farm  where  Gracie  Williams  had  lived  for  years. 

The  Jensen  children  are:   Juanita;  Toni  Marie;  Charles,  and 
Ted.   They  attend  Firth  schools. 

EL IAS  AND  MARC ELLA  TORREZ 

Elias  and  Marcella  came  to  Firth  in  1965.   They  live  in  the  rock 
house  where  Clara  Copa  lived  in  Basalt.   Elias  works  for  Woodward 
Brothers,  in  the  Firth  Potato  Warehouse. 

The  Torrez  children  are:   Amada;  Corina;  Joe;  and,  Bobby,  who 
attend  Firth  schools. 

WILFORD  SANDERS  AND  CHRISTINE  STERN 

The  Sanders  came  from  Oklahoma  to  Firth  in  1968.   Christine 
was  from  Aberdeen,  Idaho.   Wilford  works  for  Kraft  in  Blackfoot. 
He  helps  his  boys  in  their  4-H  projects,  raising  purebred  Suffolk 
Sheep.   They  won  second  prize  with  a  three  year  old  Suffolk  Sheep. 

The  Sanders  children  are:   Robert;  Randy;  Carl;  Michael; 
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Margaret  and  Katherine.   They  attend  Firth  schools. 

C.  B.  RUSSELL 

The  Russells  lived  in  Coltman  and  Shelley  before  coming  to 
Firth.   They  bought  the  place  where  Webbs  lived  for  so  many  years. 
The  Russells  work  for  Rogers  Brothers  Potato  in  Shelley.   Ronald  and 
Eddie  served  their  country  in  the  Army. 

The  Russell  children  are:   Eddie;  Carma;  and,  Benny  are  still 
at  home.   Roger  and  Jeanine  Russell  live  on  the  place. 

A.  LEO  AND  LARUE  WALTON 

The  Waltons  formerly  lived  east  of  Basalt.   The  senior  Waltons 
were  in  a  car  wreck  in  July,  1971.   They  still  have  to  have  con- 
stant care.   The  Waltons  own  an  Auto  Salvage  Yard. 

The  Walton  children  are:   L.  B. ,  who  married  Marilyn.   He 
works  for  American  Potato  in  Blackfoot*   They  have  six  children: 
Marleen;  Annette;  Kathryn  L. ;  Clyde  L. ;  Sherri  L. ;  and  Clenna  L. 

ARDELL  MESSICK  AND  JUNE  JENSEN 

The  Messicks  bought  Vita  Peterson's  home  after  she  passed  away. 
They  work  for  Woodward  Brothers  Potatoes.   Ardell  has  been  foreman 
for  the  company  for  twenty-two  years.   Ardell  served  in  the  Armed 
Forces  in  Hawaii. 

The  Messick  children  are:   Debra,  who  graduated  from  Firth 
High  School;  David;  and,  Doreen. 

CARL  BACKLUND  AND  HELEN  SLIGHTON 

Carl  was  raised  in  Riverdale.   Helen  came  from  Woodville. 
She  is  a  graduate  of  Shelley  High  School.   They  came  to  Riverview 
in  1944,  and  bought  the  Heming  Carlson  place  where  Delwyn  Field- 
ing now  lives.   They  were  farmers  and  members  of  Challenge  and  Idaho 
Potato  Growers.   They  belonged  to  the  Riverview  Grange,  where  Helen 
was  secretary  for  two  years.   Carl  was  on  the  School  Board  when  the 
schools  were  consolidated. 

Since  selling  their  farm  and  moving  to  Shelley,  Carl  has  been 
Sexton  of  the  Shelley  Cemetery  for  fourteen  years.   Their  one  son, 
Jerry,  is  Assistant  Manager  for  a  paint  company  in  Spokane,  Wash- 
ington. 

DONALD  B.  WEST  AND  JANICE  WRIGHT 

The  Wests  came  to  Basalt  from  California.   Janice  said  it  was 
good  to  be  out  in  the  wide,  open  spaces,  and  they  really  enjoy  liv- 
ing in  a  country  town,   They  have  bought  the  old  Joseph  Dye  home. 
Donald  works  for  K. I.F.I,  in  Idaho  Falls,   He  is  also  a  professional 
photographer. 

The  Wests  have  horses  and  have  won  awards  at  the  4-H  Fair. 
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They  enjoy  collecting  rocks  and  gems.   They  have  a  pet  racoon  who 
entertains  the  family. 

Donald  and  Ernest's  mother,  Esther  West,  lives  in  a  mobile 
home  close  to  her  sons.   She  does  beautiful  crewel  embroidery  and 
many  kinds  of  handicraft.   The  Wests  attend  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Idaho  Falls.   They  have  three  children:   Janna;  Dayna;  and,  Craig. 

ERNEST  G.  WEST  AND  VIVIAN  RICHARDS 

The  Wests  came  from  Sacramento,  California,  in  1971.   They 
live  in  a  new  house  south  and  east  of  the  Basalt  Ballpark.   Three 
families  of  Wests  have  moved  to  the  Basalt  community. 

Ernest  is  a  retired  Navy  man.   He  is  a  Dental  Technician  at 
the  Treasure  Dental  Lab  in  Blackfoot.   He  specializes  in  porcelain 
and  bridge  work.   Ernest  and  Vivian's  family  are  all  married. 

DELWIN  FIELDING  AND  MARILYN  KELLEY 

The  Fieldings  came  from  Jameston  to  Riverview  in  1961.   Delwin 
is  the  son  of  Roy  E.  and  Ethel  Soelberg  Fielding.   Marilyn  is  the 
daughter  of  Floyd  and  Fern  Dial  Kelley  of  Shelley.   Both  Delwin 
and  Marilyn  are  graduates  of  Shelley  High  School. 

The  Fieldings  bought  the  Carl  Backlund  home,  homesteaded  by 
Charles  Carlson  about  1912.   Hemning  Carlson,  Charles'  son,  built 
the  house.   The  acreage  is  small.   The  Fieldings  have  milked  cows 
for  many  years. 

Delwin  served  in  the  Basalt  Bishopric  under  two  Bishops,  from 
1962  to  1971.   He  has  held  many  other  positions  within  the  church. 
Marilyn  has  served  in  the  Stake  Relief  Society,  M.I. A.  and  Primary. 
At  present,  she  was  the  Coordinator  for  the  Junior  Sunday  School  in 
Basalt .   Louise  Trent  just  recently  replaced  her. 

The  Fielding  children  are:   Delyn,  who  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School  and  Ricks  College,  and  is  attending  B.Y.U.   He  received 
honors  in  Farm  Bureau  Speech  Contest.   Sheryl  received  a  scholar- 
ship in  Seminary  to  Ricks  College,  and  is  now  attending  B.Y.U. 
Vicki  is  a  Senior  in  Firth  High  School,  where  she  takes  a  very  active 
part  in  school  activities.   Sheree  is  a  Junior  in  Firth  High  School. 
Robyn  is  a  Freshman,   Keleen  and  Brian  are  in  elementary  school. 
Brent  and  Richard  are  deceased. 

Delwin  is  selling  insurance  fot  the  Metropolitan  Insurance 
Company  in  Idaho  Falls.   He  is  also  employed  by  a  hearing  aid  com- 
pany. 

ELLIS  ROBINSON  AND  EDITH  YORGENSON 

There  were  several  Robinson  brothers  who  came  to  Basalt.   It 
is  my  desire  to  get  each  family  in  the  correct  category. 

Ellis  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Emma  Robinson.   They  lived 
where  Eleanor  Bailey  lives.   The  house  was  once  a  church  on  the 
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Yellowstone  Highway.   He  came  to  Basalt  from  Wallsburg,  Utah,  in 
1917,  with  his  parents.   Ellis'  father,  Joe,  was  a  blacksmith. 
Ellis  helped  him  in  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  Basalt,  just 
north  of  Charles  Lyon's  home.   Ellis  learned  to  weld,  maintain 
and  repair  machinery.   He  worked  as  section  man  on  the  railroad. 
In  those  days,  all  the  horses  that  travelled  required  shoes. 
Horseshoes  made  of  steel  were  nailed  to  the  horses'  hooves  with 
soft  nails. 

Blacksmiths  not  only  shod  horses,  but  welded  and  repaired 
plows,  plow  shares,  wagons,  bicycles,  lawn  mowers,  and  all  kinds  of 
farm  machinery.   These  could  not  be  replaced  without  much  delay, 
so  the  blacksmith  was  the  farmer's  friend.   The  handling  of  the 
huge  hammer  and  anvil  made  strong,  brawny  muscles  on  the  blacksmith, 
Ellis  had  such  muscles. 

Ellis  married  Edith  Yorgenson,  the  daughter  of  Pete  and  Cora 
Peterson  Yorgenson  of  Hyrum,  Utah.   Edith  was  an  immaculate  house- 
keeper .   Her  hobbies  are  knitting,  crocheting  and  other  handwork. 

The  Robinson  children  are:   Bud,  who  married  Sharlene  Palmer. 
He  served  in  the  U.  S.  Army.   He  is  a  building  maintenance  man. 
They  live  in  Basalt,   Guy  married  Viggo  Nelson.   He  served  in  the 
Air  Force  as  an  electronics  technician.   They  live  in  Basalt. 
Dorothy  married  Wayne  Hansen  and  they  live  in  Blackfoot.   Calvin 
married  Janice  Stewart.   He  works  in  maintenance  for  the  R.  T. 
French  Company,  and  they  live  in  Basalt.   Karen  married  Jerry  Bar- 
rington.   They  live  in  Blackfoot.   Shirley  married  Richard  Hansen 
and  they  live  in  Shelley.   Jay  married  Vicki  Walton,  and  they  live 
in  Idaho  Falls,   Jack,  a  twin  to  Jay,  is  at  the  family  home.   He 
is  very  good  in  art  work. 

JOSEPH  AND  EMMA  ROBINSON 

Joseph  and  Emma  came  from  Utah,  and  lived  in  the  place  where 
Eleanor  Bailey  now  lives.   Joseph  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  new 
Basalt.   His  shop  was  just  north  of  Charles  Lyons.   Mrs.  Harriett 
Armstrong  had  a  little  store  and  a  confectionery  in  the  building 
where  the  Lyons  live.   The  Blacksmith  Shop  was  an  interesting  place 
for  the  school  children  to  visit.   It's  flaming  forge  and  noisy 
bellows  attracted  many  youngsters.   They  marveled  at  the  huge  ham- 
mer the  blacksmith  used  to  form  and  shape  a  proper  horseshoe. 

Joseph  and  Emma's  children  are:   Lavada,  deceased;  Ellis  is  in 
Basalt;  Naomi  McCurdy  Fawcett  of  Idaho  Falls;  Fred,  deceased; 
Cecil  McCurdy  of  Lincoln,  whose  husband  is  a  railroad  section  man; 
and,  Rhoda  Fransen,  who  lives  in  Ashton. 

MAX  LANDON  AND  NYLA  ALBERTSON 

Max  has  had  relatives  around  Basalt  and  Firth  for  many  years. 
His  parents  were  Francis  and  Edora  Landon.   He  married  Nyla  Albert- 
son,  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Margaurite  Albertson. 

In  1951,  the  Landons  started  their  life  in  Firth.   Their  home 
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is  in  the  Kimball  area.   Max  worked  for  six  years  on  the  railroad 
around  Pocatello  and  Goshen.   When  cows  were  milked  on  their  farm, 
the  milk  was  sold  to  Kraft.   He  is  Sexton  of  the  Firth  Cemetery, 
along  with  being  Supervisor  of  the  Laundry  of  the  State  Hospital 
South.   Max  and  Nyla  are  the  parents  of  eight  children:   Deray  is 
through  high  school  and  is  working;  Marsha  graduated  from  Firth  High 
School  in  1971,  as  Valedictorian  of  her  class.   She  had  a  3.91 
scholastic  average.   She  had  been  Secretary  to  Superintendent  Gurney 
during  the  summer  months,  and  was  in  F.H.A.,  F.T.A.,  AND  O.E.A. 
She  was  also  Organist  of  M.I. A.  Marsha  attends  I.S.U.;  Janet  was 
President  of  F.H.A.,  and  District  Treasurer  of  F.H,A.;  Connie, 
Linda,  Cindy,  Becky,  and  Cory  are  still  in  the  Firth  schools. 

ASA  BAIRD  AND  WINNIFRED  KIRKHAM 

Asa  and  Winnifred  were  from  English  and  German  descendents. 
Both  were  born  in  Utah.   Asa  and  Winnifred  were  married  in  1909, 
in  Salt  Lake  City.   In  1914,  the  family  moved  to  Rigby,  Idaho. 
They  moved  around  to  different  towns,  Riverside,  Basalt,  and 
Wapello  before  buying  a  small  tract  of  land  on  the  west  side  of 
Firth  in  1935.   This  was  south  and  across  the  street  from  the  Firth 
High  School.   The  Bairds  lived  in  Basalt  from  1924  to  1935. 

Most  of  their  family  of  ten  were  graduates  of  Firth  schools. 
Within  two  years  time,  Keith,  Clair  and  Reed  served  in  World  War 
II.   The  children  are:   Wayne  of  Goshen;  Vera  Fames  of  Colorado; 
James  E. ,  of  Blackfoot;  Beth  Lyons  of  Firth;  Reva  Coebett  of  Mid- 
vale;  Joseph  K.  of  Seattle;  Clair  of  South  Dakota;  Reed  of  Pocatel- 
lo; Neil  of  Rexburg. 

Wayne  and  Beth  still  belong  to  the  Firth  School  District,  and 
are  active  workers  in  the  church  and  the  community.   The  Bairds 
moved  to  Idaho  Falls  about  1945,  so  they  could  be  closer  to  the 
LoD.S.  Temple. 

Asa  passed  away  years  before  his  wife,  Winnifred,  who  died  in 
1971.   Thirty-seven  grandchildren  and  thirty-three  great-grand- 
children survive  them. 

ELIAS  TORREZ  AND  DEBBIE  CLEMENTS 

Debbie  and  Elias  live  in  the  rock  house  on  the  west  side  of 
Basalt,  where  Clara  Copa  lived  for  so  many  years.   Some  of  the 
Torrez  boys  work  for  Rogers  Brothers  Potato  Company.   Elias  works 
for  them  at  the  present  time.   Debbie  has  lived  in  Basalt  several 
different  times.   Her  parents,  Albert  and  Leona  Clements  bought 
the  old  Joseph  Dye  home  across  from  the  ballpark.   The  Clements 
also  have  property  in  Idaho  Falls,  and  have  lived  there  part  of  the 
time.   They  sold  their  home  in  Basalt  to  the  Wests. 

DON  R.  TELFORD  AND  JOS IE  HAMMON 

Don  came  from  Syracuse  and  attended  high  school  at  Davis  High, 
where  he  met  Josie,  who  was  also  attending  Davis  High* 
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The  Telfords  had  a  stock  ranch  in  Thatcher  before  coming  here, 
in  1966.   They  bought  the  Lloyd  Stolworthy  home  and  lived  there 
for  a  few  years.   They  sold  that  home  and  moved  into  the  Bryant 
Stringham  home,  which  they  rented  while  the  Stringhams  were  on  a 
mission  in  Texas.   They  are  now  renting  a  home  in  Firth. 

Don  works  as  a  Court  Recorder  in  Bonneville  County.   Both  are 
active  in  the  L.D.S.  Church  in  Firth.   They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children:   Richard,  who  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  and 
was  Class  President  his  Senior  year.   At  present,  he  is  on  a  mission 
in  Japan.   David  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  and  is  attending 
Ricks  College.   Steven  is  in  high  school,  and  Wayne  and  Vickey  are 
in  elementary  school.   All  the  boys  have  been  active  in  sports. 
Josie  is  a  devoted  mother  and  an  immaculate  housekeeper.   She  is 
also  a  very  fine  seamstress.   Don  and  his  sons  like  to  fish  and  hunt 

FRANK  COIL  AND  MARDELLA  ANDERSON 

The  Coils  came  from  Spokane,  Washington,  to  Basalt  in  1962. 
They  rented  until  they  could  build  a  new  home  of  their  own.   They 
bought  some  lots  from  John  Morris,  and  built  a  beautiful  home, 
where  Dennis  Speas  now  lives. 

Mardella  came  from  the  Hale  family  in  Blackfoot.   She  is  the 
daughter  of  Andy  and  Virginia  Hale  Anderson.   She  said  that  she  is 
a  fourth  cousin  to  Mamie  Eisenhower. 

Frank  was  transferred  to  San  Francisco,  California,  to  work 
as  Assistant  Chief  of  Air  Traffic  Division.  He  was  the  Chief  of 
the  Flight  Tower  at  Fanning  Field  in  Idaho  Falls  while  they  were 
living  in  Basalt. 

Frank  and  Mardella  were  members  of  the  Grange.   Mardella  work- 
ed in  M.I. A.,  and  in  the  Ward  Relief  Society. 

The  Coil  children  are:   Christine,  who  married  Glenn  Hammer. 
While  here,  she  attended  Firth  High  School  and  was  active  in  F.H.A. 
and  went  to  Girls  State.   She  now  lives  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 
Michael,  Jr.,  served  a  mission  in  Chile,  and  is  attending  B.Y.U., 
where  he  is  on  the  Debating  Team.   Colleen  married  Greg  Kelsey, 
who  is  head  of  the  water  system  in  Sunnyvale,  California.   Matthew 
is  a  sophomore  at  Dee  Ainza  College  in  California.   Debbie  is  a 
Dental  Technician,  and  is  married  to  a  returned  missionary  whom 
she  met  at  Stanford  University.   David,  Susanne  and  Penny  are  in 
high  school  in  Sunnyvale. 

Frank  spent  forty-two  months  as  radio  man  in  the  Navy  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands  in  Alaska.   He  was  on  the  Stake  High  Council  of 
the  Shelley  Stake,  and  was  Ward  Scoutmaster. 

LYNN  LONGHURST  AND  LIN  BROWNING 

The  Longhursts  are  renting  the  little  apartment  owned  by  the 
Gunnarsons  in  Riverview.   Lynn  is  a  car  salesman  and  works  in  Idaho 
Falls.   They  came  to  Firth  in  1968.   Lynn  attended  U.S.U.   Lin 
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attended  Ricks  College  and  Utah  State  University.   They  have  two 
children:   Todd  and  Cara  Lynn.   Lin  is  Work  Director  in  the  Basalt 
Ward  Relief  Society. 

G.  HAROLD  BRIGHTON  AND  BERTHA  DIAL 

Harold  is  the  son  of  Daniel  H.  and  Josephine  Scott.   He  start- 
ed barber ing  in  Salt  Lake  City.   He  met  Bertha,  who  influenced  him 
to  stay  in  Firth.   He  practiced  three  years  in  Los  Angeles,  and 
about  a  year  and  a  half  in  Blackfoot.   Harold  has  been  a  barber  in 
Firth  for  forty-five  years.   He  has  a  fifty-one  year  career  as  a 
barber. 

Bertha  came  from  Wyoming.   She  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Eliza  Twitchellc   She  and  Harold  bought  the  old  Granberg  home  from 
Roger  Brassner  of  Blackfoot,  who  built  the  house.   Harold  was  in 
World  War  I,  and  drove  school  bus  two  years  for  Leo  Gushwa  in  Firth. 

Bertha  has  been  a  Licensed  Practical  Nurse  for  the  past  ten 
years.   She  had  her  training  in  the  Sacred  Heart  Hospital  in  Idaho 
Falls. 

The  Brightons  had  one  son  and  one  daughter:   Norman  is  mar- 
ried and  works  in  Helena,  Montana.   Donna  Sessions  is  in  Anaconda, 
Montana.   Both  are  graduates  of  Firth  High  School. 

LYLE  E.  JOHNSON  AND  RENA  (DECEASED) 

The  Johnsons  came  from  Emmett  to  Firth.   Mrs.  Johnson  passed 
away,  and  the  children  live  in  Firth.   The  father  is  a  trapper  for 
the  government  and  has  to  be  away  much  of  the  time.   The  Johnsons 
have  lived  in  Firth  for  seven  years.   The  children  are:   Lila,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  and  Fun  and  Fashion  Beauty  Col- 
lege in  Idaho  Falls.   Lola  and  Linda,  twins,  are  in  Firth  High  School, 
and  Lora  is  in  elementary  school.   Lyle  Johnson  served  his  assign- 
ment in  the  service. 

BRYCE  0.  NELSON  AND  WILLENE  BARNARD 

The  Nelsons  bought  the  John  Palleria  farm,  part  of  the  origi- 
nal Moroni  Mecham  place.   It  was  in  a  stage  of  decay.   The  Nelsons 
came  from  California  about  1969.   Mr.  Nelson  sells  real  estate,  and 
is  interested  in  snowmobiles.   The  Nelsons  have  three  children: 
Sterling,  who  is  married  to  Maria  Jolley.   Terry  and  Tamra  are  at 
home, 

Bryce  follows  the  races  to  Salt  Lake,  Yellowstone,  and  other 
places.   Last  year  he  attended  races  that  were  held  in  forty-five 
degrees  below  zero  weather.   Sterling  was  in  the  Anarctic  with  the 
Navy  Air  Patrol. 

FRED  KRUSE  AND  CLARABELLE  BYERLY 

The  Kruse  family  bought  the  Peter  Christensen  farm  and  lived 
in  Riverview  for  many  years.   He  later  sold  the  place  to  Frank  Bailey. 
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Fred's  wife  passed  away  when  the  children  were  still  in 
school.   Fred  was  both  mother  and  father  to  his  children.   The 
children  are:   Ralph,  who  is  Pacific  Co-op  Credit  Manager  in 
Burley.   He  married  Winona  Jensen.   Winona  is  a  Beauty  Opera- 
tor and  has  her  own  beauty  shop  in  her  home. 

Dale  is  President  of  Kruse  Insurance  Company  in  Pocatello. 
He  employees  three  to  four  secretaries.   Dale  was  on  the  Debating 
Team  while  in  high  school. 

Jean  married  Robert  Johnson.   They  farmed  for  some  time,  then 
Robert  worked  for  Miller  Implement  Company.   Robert  is  President 
and  owner  of  the  Miller  Implement  Company,  which  has  changed  its 
name  to  Johnson  Implement  Company  in  Blackfoot.   Jean  played  the 
accordian  while  in  high  school, 

Joyce  lives  in  Lava  Hot  Springs,  where  she  works  as  a  waitress 
in  the  Silver  Grill. 

Fred  has  worked  as  a  salesman  for  a  machinery  and  implement 
store  in  Idaho  Falls  for  twenty  years.   He  has  eighteen  grand- 
children. 

Ralph  and  Winona's  children  are:  DeLynn,  who  was  a  graduate 
from  B.Y.U.,  and  of  the  Church  College  in  Hawaii.  Kim  is  in  Aus- 
trailia  on  a  mission.  Jill  is  still  in  elementary  school.  Ralph 
was  on  the  Debate  Team  while  in  high  school. 

RALPH  EARL  HILL  AND  EVELYN  MATHESON 

Ralph  is  the  son  of  David  E.  Hill  and  Dora  A.  Gifford  of  Wood- 
villeo   Ralph  has  been  in  Blackfoot  most  of  his  life.   He  was  born 
in  Gibson,  on  the  Blackfoot  Reservation,   They  moved  to  Kimball  in 
1942.   Ralph  is  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  Ricks  College, 
and  the  L.D.S.  Business  College  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

Evelyn  is  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Berniece  Matheson,  who 
came  to  Firth  from  Cedar  City,  Utah. 

Ralph  and  Evelyn  work  as  accountants,  and  do  many  income  tax 
returns  for  H  &  R  Block.   Evelyn  is  Beekeeper  in  the  Firth  Ward 
M.I. A. 

The  Hills  love  mountain  climbing.   They  have  eight  children: 
Rosalee;  Kathleen;  Lorina;  Kevin  Earl;  Vaughn  Ray;  Ivan  Lewis; 
Charlotte;  and,  Elvina.   The  children  attend  Firth  schools. 

BERNARD  C.  LEE  AND  EDDY  LARUE  CHERRY 

Bernard  lived  in  Mesa  and  Phoenix,  Arizona  for  seventeen  years, 
He  helped  with  Radio  Station  K.S.L.  in  Salt  Lake  City  when  it  was 
first  started.   He  had  worked  for  Bell  Telephone  Company  for  twenty- 
seven  years.   He  worked  in  communications  while  in  the  Army.   He 
passed  away  in  1970. 

His  widow,  Eddy  Cherry,  came  from  Ashton.   Mrs.  Lee  had  a  very 
modern  home  built  near  her  sister,  Velta  C.  Brower  in  Firth,  in 
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1971.   Mrs.  Lee  has  two  children,  Cyndy  and  Scott. 

SETH  LOTT  AND  MARY  ANN  TAYLOR 

Seth  and  Mary  came  from  the  Mud  Lake  and  Terreton  area  to 
Shelley.   They  attended  school  in  Terreton,  Roberts  and  Preston. 
They  came  to  Basalt  in  1965.   The  Lotts  lived  in  Grandma  Bergs' 
home  until  they  moved  into  the  Frank  Bailey  home,  which  they 
bought,  located  across  from  Aldie  Pikes  in  Basalt.   In  1969,  the 
Lotts  sold  their  house  in  Basalt  to  Alvin  Nielson  and  bought  the 
Francis  Matheson  home  in  Riverview. 

Seth  majored  in  accounting  and  office  management.   He  is 
employed  by  the  R,  T.  French  Company.   He  loves  to  entertain,  and 
takes  part  in  plays  and  sports.   Mary  Ann's  hobby  is  cooking.   The 
Lotts  have  a  small  acreage  and  a  few  head  of  stock. 

Their  children  are:   Tamra,  who  received  an  award,  'Presi- 
dent's All  American  Physical  Fitness  Team';  Stewart;  Tracey;  Chr- 
istine; Connie;  and,  Rebecca.   One  baby  died  shortly  after  birth. 
All  the  children  are  in  elementary  school  in  Firth. 

PHILIP  JOHN  (JACK)  CROFTS  AND  ALTHERA  LYON 

Jack  was  the  first  baby  born  in  the  big,  rock  house  where 
Esplins  lived.   He  was  raised  in  Basalt.   Jack's  father,  Hyrum 
Croft,  built  the  house  for  Charlotte  Paskett,  Jack's  mother. 
Hyrum' s  father  and  mother,  John  and  Ellen  Crofts,  lived  with  the 
family. 

Hyrum  had  a  homestead  on  Rawlins  Creek.  Jack  and  his  brothers 
herded  milk  cows,  raised  lambs,  and  rode  horses.  Cheese  and  butter 
were  made  from  the  milk,  taken  to  the  valley  and  sold. 

The  nearest  store  was  over  the  hill  on  Trail  Creek  and  was 
operated  by  Joe  and  Annie  Davis.   Jack  and  the  other  children  would 
ride  their  ponies  to  the  store  to  get  supplies.   Jack  always  had  a 
pony  to  ride,  and  he  and  the  neighbor  boys  would  often  ride  horses 
to  Shelley  to  see  the  movies.   One  night,  as  they  were  riding  home, 
the  Aurora  Borealis  was  very  active.   The  boys  thought  it  was  the 
end  of  the  world.   One  of  their  horses  dropped  dead,  so  the  boys 
walked  home. 

Jack  graduated  from  Basalt  and  Firth  schools,  where  he  was 
active  in  sports.   He  married  Althera  Lyon,  daughter  of  John  J. 
and  Elgina  Inglestrom.   Her  home  was  southeast  of  Firth.   The  couple 
knew  each  other  in  school.   Their  first  years  of  marriage  were 
spent  in  Pocatello.   Jack  loved  to  dance,  and  was  Dance  Director 
for  sixteen  years  for  the  M.I. A.   He  danced  in  many  Stake  Road 
Shows.   When  he  was  Athletic  Director  his  basketball  and  softball 
teams  won  eight  firsts „ 

Jack  has  worked  as  a  miner,  a  salesman  for  Penneys,  at  the 
Firth  Mill,  as  a  rancher,  in  a  warehouse,  and,  at  present,  he  is 
a  salesman  for  the  Blackfoot  Equipment  and  International  Harvester 

480 


Company.   He  has  worked  for  them  twenty  years. 

Althera  took  care  of  her  invalid  mother,  Ellen,  for  years, 
as  well  as  her  own  home.   She  worked  on  the  Firth  School  Lunch  Pro- 
gram for  two  years,  and  has  worked  in  the  potato  warehouse. 

After  living  in  various  places  around  Firth,  Jack  and  Althera 
finally  moved  to  the  house  Dennis  vacated  when  he  moved  to  Shelley. 

The  Croft  children  are:   Dewey,  who  died  of  Leukemia;  Dean  is 
married  to  Jean  Sidle  of  Shelley^   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls  where  he 
is  employed  by  Alpine  Realty  Company.   Dennis  served  in  the  Signal 
Corps  with  the  Army  for  two  years.   He  is  married  to  Shannon  Cutler 
of  Idaho  Falls.   Dennis  works  as  a  salesman  for  Smith  Chevrolet. 
Doreen  married  Gordon  Christensen  ofGoshen.   Gordon  is  employed  by 
Job  Corps  in  Ogden,  Utah.   Doreen  is  a  seamstress. 

Diane  married  Douglas  Keck  of  Eugene,  Oregon.   He  is  teaching 
at  Ricks  College.   Delane,  and  his  wife,  Tonya  King,  live  in  Firth. 
He  works  for  the  Blackfoot  Equipment  Company.   Douglas  served  a 
mission  to  Canada.   He  married  Teena  Waite  of  Shelley.   Douglas 
attended  Ricks  College,  and  is  now  at  B.Y.U.   Denton  married  Janet 
Carlson  of  Firth,  and  is  attending  Ricks  College.   All  the 
children  graduated  from  Firth  High  School. 

Jack  and  his  boys  loved  basketball,  football  and  softball. 
The  football  team  that  Jack  played  on  in  1926  won  the  State  Cham- 
pionship.  Jack  and  his  boys  are  fishermen  and  love  to  hunt. 

Althera  plays  the  organ,  and  has  taught  her  daughters  to  be 
good  homemakers  and  seamstresses. 

JAMES  BLESSINGER  AND  JOANN  NAUSOR 

The  Blessingers  came  to  Firth  shortly  after  they  were  mar- 
ried.  They  had  a  store  in  the  building  that  now  houses  the  Launder 
Mat.   Blessingers  bought  the  business  from  Ed  Manion.   They  were 
here  for  five  years.   Their  first  child,  Kathy,  was  born  in  Firth. 
James  was  the  Town  Mayor  in  1951.   At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he 
was  considered  the  youngest  mayor  in  the  United  States. 

The  Blessingers  moved  from  Firth  to  Pocatello  to  Blackfoot, 
where  James  has  a  construction  business.   He  has  been  in  the  con- 
struction business  for  eight  years. 
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QUEEN  FOR  A  DAY 

by 

Ruth  C.  Dye 

A  Tribute  Written  to  Ruth's 

Mother-in-law  Julia  C.  Dye 

February  1946 

Queen  for  a  day  we  say 
Queen — queen  just  for  one  day? 
You  are  queen  for  all  days! 
Your  wit  and  sunny  disposition 
Make  you  queen  of  every  situation. 

With  a  worthy  companion  near  your  age 
You  cleared  the  land  and  grubbed  the  sage 
You  turned  a  cabin  into  a  home 
Where  babies  were  born  and  welcome. 

For  luxuries  you  might  have  been  wishin' 
But  you  sent  hubby  on  a  mission. 
In  church  auxiliaries  was  your  work 
No  task  nor  duties  did  you  shirk. 

In  homes  of  sorrow  and  sickness 
You  entered  with  love  and  meekness 
In  homes  where  death  brought  grief 
You  went  to  help  to  bring  relief. 

Genealogical  data  your  search  has  given 
That  more  souls  might  enter  heaven. 
Queen  just  for  one  day? 
You  are  queen  of  joy  and  tribulation 
You  are  queen  of  every  situation. 


OLD  HOMES  OF  BASALT 


HANS  AND  TENA  BERG  HOME  -  BASALT 


THOMAS  DYE  -  NELSON  ARAVE  HOME 
BASALT 


CHARLES  AND  LAURA  MCCURDY  -  BASALT 
PART  OF  THE  OLD  BASALT  CHURCH 


HOWARD  JOHNSON  HOME 


■■■■1 
MILES  DAVIS  HOME 


ROBERT  QUINN  -  BASALT 


NEW  HOMES  OF  BASALT 


BISHOP  FORREST  STRINGHAM  HOME  1971 


BURDETTE  BATES  HOME  1972 


LYMAN  A.  DYE  HOME  1972 


L.  SHORT  HOME  -  BASALT 


HARDING  GIBBS  HOME  AND  DONISE 


IRENE  GIBBS  FLOWER  BED 


BOY  M,  OF 

SCOUTS     (SSsSMSk    4ME£IC4 


SCOUTING 


The  Boy  Scout  Organization  was  founded  in  England  in  1908  by 
an  English  General,  Sir  Robert  Baden-Powell.   In  1910,  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  was  founded  by  a  group  of  men  including  Daniel 
Carter  Beard. 

Daniel  was  an  outdoorsman  and  wrote  articles  about  animals 
and  the  woods.   Daniel  started  a  group  of  boys  called  the  "Sons 
of  Daniel  Boone".   In  1910  this  became  part  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America.   Daniel  was  an  artist,  writer  and  teacher  of  nature. 
The  Boy  Scouts  were  chartered  by  Congress  in  1912. 

Since  1912  the  Boy  Scout  movement  has  spread  all  over  the 
world.   Every  four  years  scouts  from  many  nations  meet  for  a  two 
week  meeting  called  the  "World  Jamboree".   The  aim  of  the  Boy 
Scout  organization  is  to  help  young  boys  become  good  citizens, 
train  their  mind  and  body  to  enjoy  outdoor  life.   All  scouts 
learn  about  camping,  woodcraft,  nature  lore,  sports,  life  saving 
and  good  citizenship. 

BECOMING  A  SCOUT 

To  become  a  scout  a  boy  must  be  at  least  eleven  years  old. 
He  usually  applies  for  membership  in  a  neighborhood  group  called 
a  troop.   At  the  head  of  each  troop  is  a  scoutmaster  -  a  man  who 
is  trained  in  scouting.   The  scoutmaster  trains  and  helps  the 
boys.   The  boys  have  to  learn  the  scout  oath,  the  twelve  points  of 
the  scout  law,  the  scout  motto,  slogan,  sign,  salute  and  handclasp. 
Having  learned  these  things,  he  becomes  a  member  of  a  patrol.   Two 
or  more  patrols  make  up  a  troop.   Each  patrol  is  named  after  a  bird 
or  animal  and  has  its  own  flag  or  pennant,  and  a  secret  animal 
call  known  only  to  it's  members.   There  are  between  five  to  fif- 
teen boys  in  a  patrol.   The  patrol  has  a  leader,  assistant  leader, 
scribe,  and  a  treasurer.   Each  troop  has  its  own  flag  and  its  own 
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colors  and  numbers. 

Scouts  have  a  special  uniform  -  khaki  cap,  shirt,  trousers, 
and  a  neckerchief.   They  wear  emblems  and  badges  on  their  shirts. 
These  signify  their  rank  and  patrol,  troop  number  and  any  honors 
they  may  have  earned . 

Boy  Scouts  are  classified  into  three  ranks  or  grades:   tender- 
foot, second-class,  and  first-class.   Scouts  must  pass  an  examination 
to  go  into  higher  ranks.   A  candidate  scout  must  also  pass  a  test 
before  he  can  become  a  tenderfoot. 

At  the  weekly  scout  meetings,  scouts  play  games  and  study  tests, 
make  plans  for  hikes,  outings,  or  community  events.   He  learns  that 
a  scout  must  do  his  best  in  everything  he  tries.   He  must  respect 
all  religions,  and  be  faithful  to  his  own.   He  is  taught  to  do  a 
good  turn  daily,  and  to  be  helpful  to  all  people.   He  takes  part  in 
parades,  safety  drives,  directs  traffic,  and  beautifies  his  com- 
munity. 

As  the  scout  works  his  way  up  through  the  ranks,  he  learns 
about  the  out-of-doors.   By  the  time  he  is  a  first-class  scout,  he 
can  take  care  of  himself  in  the  out-of-doors,  like  an  Indian  Scout 
in  the  frontier  days.   He  knows  how  to  pack,  what  kind  of  clothing 
to  wear,  and  what  to  take  along  on  a  hike.   He  can  tie  all  kinds  of 
knots,  those  that  never  come  untied,  or  loosened.   He  knows  about 
the  poisonous  plants  in  his  country  and  what  to  do  in  any  emergency. 

SCOUTS  AND  WOODSMEN 

The  scout  is  trained  in  tracking  and  stalking.   He  can  recog- 
nize, and  follow,  the  tracks  of  wild  animals.   He  learns  how  to 
trail  another  scout  withint  being  seen.   He  learns  to  find  his  way 
through  unknown  territory  because  he  knows  how  to  use  a  compass, 
measure  distances,  read  or  make  a  map,  keep  on  a  straight  course, 
and  find  his  way  at  night  by  placing  the  North  Star  in  the  sky. 

Lighting  a  fire  may  seem  like  a  simple  thing,  but  scouts  must 
learn  to  do  it  without  a  match.   If  he  has  no  matches,  he  must 
start  sparks  from  striking  a  steel  against  a  flint.   He  learns  how 
to  cook  all  kinds  of  food  over  a  camp  fire,  and  which  kinds  of  food 
are  best  to  eat  if  found  raw. 

Camping  becomes  fun  to  the  scout  who  has  learned  to  make  his 
own  shelter.   If  he  has  a  tent  he  knows  how  to  stake  it  down  against 
storm  and  wind=   He  learns  how  to  keep  dry  while  sleeping  in  rain 
or  snow. 


SCOUTS  AND  FIRST  AID 

Scouts  are  probably  the  youngest  group  to  be  trained  in  first 
aid.   They  are  taught  this  in  case  they  have  an  accident  while  on 
trips  or  hikes.   They  can  administer  artificial  respiration  or  set 
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a  bone.   It  may  be  the  difference  between  life  and  death.   He  must 
know  what  to  do  for  frost  bite,  snake  bites,  serious  bleeding  and 
fainting. 

Not  only  must  a  scout  know  how  to  swim,  but  he  must  be  able  to 
get  out  of  his  clothes  and  be  able  to  save  a  drowning  person. 

Scouts  are  trained  in  Morse  Code  by  means  of  blinker  lights  at 
night,  and  by  wig-wag  flags,  by  dash  and  dot  and  flag  waving  for 
signals <   Scouts  are  encouraged  to  learn  useful  hobbies.   There  are 
more  than  a  hundred  hobbies  or  skills  a  first-class  scout  can  learn. 
After  passing  a  test  he  can  receive  a  merit  badge  in  such  things  as 
stamp  collecting,  plumbing,  sheep  raising,  music,  art,  botany,  public 
speaking,  athletics,  horsemanship,  farming  and  aviation.  Many  merit 
badges  entitles  a  scout  to  work  higher  and  become  a  Star  Scout,  then 
a  Life  Scout,  and  finally,  the  highest  rank,  an  Eagle  Scout. 

CUB  SCOUTS 

For  the  younger  boys,  ages  8  to  10,  there  is  the  Cub  Scout 
organization.   These  groups  are  called  packs.   Many  mothers  and 
fathers  are  asked  to  help  with  this  age  group „   When  eleven  they  can 
graduate  to  a  regular  scout  troop.1 

Before  scouting  was  incorporated  in  1933,  much  scouting  had 
been  carried  on  by  individuals  who  were  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
young  boys.   These  men  donated  their  time  and  service  because  they 
loved  the  boys  and  wished  to  keep  them  occupied  in  a  good  cause. 

From  all  reports  in  Basalt,  and  information  that  can  be  ob- 
tained, Rulon  Jensen  was  one  of  the  first  to  work  with  scouts. 

RULON  JENSEN 

Rulon' s  wife,  Ellen,  remembers  that  soon  after  they  were  mar- 
ried, in  1920,  Rulon  went  to  a  meeting  in  Woodville  and  received  a 
prize  in  a  contest  the  scouts  had.   The  prize  was  a  First  Aid  Kit. 
Ellen  still  has  this  kit.   Rulon  was  President  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A. 
while  Phil  Paskett  was  Bishop  in  1924-1928.   It  was  before  this 
that  he  was  scout  leader.   Dora  Johnson  was  President  of  the  Y.W. 
M.I. A.  at  the  time. 

BARBER  DYE 

Barber  was  scout  master  from  1922-1924  in  Basalt,  and  after 
the  troop  was  formed  in  Firth,  he  was  scout  master  there.   Vernon 
Strong  said  that  Firth  was  Troop  I  when  it  was  organized.   Today, 
they  are  Troop  97,  Teton  Peaks  Council  107,  Region  11. 

LLOYD  YOUNG 

Lloyd  was  scout  master  from  1924  to  1925. 
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VOLNEY  BAILEY 

Volney  was  scout  master  in  1926. 

OTTO  JORGENSEN 

Otto  was  scout  master  in  1927.   He  was  very  thoughtful  and  con- 
siderate of  young  people  at  all  times.   The  young  scouts  remember 
him  for  his  kindness  and  the  good  lemonade  he  made.   During  beet 
thinning  and  hoeing  time,  Otto  would  gather  up  the  young  people  who 
wanted  to  work  and  haul  them  to  the  beet  fields  where  he  would  sup- 
ervise and  allot  rows  to  each  one.   Bertha  Johnson  remembers  going 
with  Otto  and  the  kids  to  do  beet  work.   During  the  school  year, 
Otto  would  drive  a  school  wagon  or  sleigh  to  pick  up  the  kids  that 
lived  too  far  away  to  walk  to  school. 

Otto  was  born  in  Panaca,  Nevada,  the  fourth  child  of  Asmus  and 
Harriet  Sandberg  Jorgensen.   He  married  Minnie  Frances  Miller. 
They  had  three  children:   Thelma,  Vernon  and  Otto  Alvin,   He  later 
married  Isabelle  E.  Crofts  Seaich.   After  her  demise,  he  married 
Eleria  Bell  Brown  Labrum  in  1949. 

GEORGE  LARSON 

George  was  scout  master  from  1930  to  1932. 2 

TETON  PEAKS  COUNCIL 

The  Teton  Peaks  Council,  Troop  39  was  incorporated  in  1933. 
N.  B.  Hawkes  was  the  scout  master  from  1933  to  1934  in  Basalt.   He 
was  Principal  of  the  Basalt  School  at  this  time.   Harold  S.  Alvord 
was  hired  in  the  fall  of  1924,  and  was  the  first  Council  Executive 
of  the  Council. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  in  1935. 

ANDREW  H.  JOHNSON  was  scout  master  from  1936  to  1937. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  from  1937  to  1938.   He  was  put  in 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in  1938. 

DALLON  THOMAS  was  scout  master  part  of  1939. 

GARTH  BELNAP  was  scout  master  in  1940. 

GORDON  LOWE  was  scout  master  part  of  1941. 

HOLLAISE  FAIT,  a  school  teacher,  was  scout  master  from  1941  to  1942. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  in  1943.   He  was  installed  as  Ward 
Clerk. 

JOHN  MORRIS  was  scout  master  in  1944. 
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REED  CHRISTENSEN  was  scout  master  in  1945. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  from  1946  to  1947. 

CLARK  HARDY  was  scout  master  from  1947  to  1948. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  in  1949. 

MERRILL  JENSEN  was  scout  master  from  1950  to  1952. 

VIRGIL  NELSON  was  scout  master  in  1952. 

RAY  MESSICK  was  scout  master  from  1952  to  1953. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK  was  scout  master  from  1953  to  1956.   Gerald  Duce 
was  his  assistant  in  1955. 

PHIL  HATLEY  moved  into  the  ward,  became  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Messick, 
and  became  scout  master  in  1957.   Phil  stayed  in  until  1964, 
when  he  was  put  in  as  President  of  Y. M.M.I. A. 

DON  LINDSAY  was  scout  master  from  1965  to  1966.   The  Lindsays 

moved  away  and  Phil  Hatley  again  resumed  the  responsibility 
of  scout  master  from  1967  to  1969. 

JOHN  DARWIN  JOLLEY  was  scout  master  until  he  was  put  in  the  new 

Bishopric  as  Counselor  to  Bishop  Forrest  L.  Stringham  in  1971. 

PHIL  HATLEY  was  scout  master  until  1972. 

VERL  KOTTER  is  the  present  scout  master. 

This  is  First  District  of  the  Wolverine  District.   On  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1936,  Vernon  L.  Strong  was  installed  as  Council  Executive 
of  the  Teton  Peaks  Council.   Vernon  was  Scout  Executive  for  twenty- 
nine  years.   He  was  scout  master  for  three  years.   Vernon  was  re- 
leased in  1961.   Since  that  time,  Lawrence  Barrett,  John  Warnick 
and  Robert  Parker  have  been  Scout  Executives.   Robert  is  happy  to 
announce,  that  on  Christmas  Eve  the  total  membership  of  the  Teton 
Peaks  Council  reached  the  10,000  mark  when  Cub  Scout,  Bryan  Vin- 
cent became  a  member.   Bryan  is  in  Pack  321.   Within  the  Teton 
Peaks  Council  there  are  14,000  boy  and  adult  members  in  service, 
covering  an  area  of  40,000  miles.   The  area  extends  from  Arco  to 
West  Yellowstone,  and  from  Salmon  to  Star  Valley.   There  are  438 
units,  sponsored  by  183  institutions,  in  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

PHIL  HATLEY 

Phil  has  given  a  life  sketch  of  his  experiences  in  scouting. 
"Actually,  my  scouting  started  when  I  was  a  small  boy  like  any  one 
else,  except  I  lived  twenty  miles  from  the  nearest  town  where  I 
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could  join  a  troop.   I  enjoyed  all  outdoor  activities  associated 
with  scouting,  but  without  the  supervision  of  a  trained  scout 
master.   My  father  helped  me  in  many  ways,  but  he  was  busy  making 
a  living  for  a  family  of  seven,  living  on  a  dry  farm  in  a  small 
valley  called  "Rattlesnake". 

I  was  not  associated  with  scouting  again  until  after  grad- 
uating from  high  school  in  American  Falls,  spending  three  and  one- 
half  years  in  the  United  States  Air  Force,  getting  married,  join- 
ing the  LoD,S.  Church  in  1956  and  settling  down  in  Basalt. 

Bishop  Tew  asked  me  to  be  assistant  scout  master  to  Wil- 
liam Messick  in  1954.   This  was  before  I  joined  the  church. 
Shortly  after  I  was  given  the  assignment  of  scout  master.   The 
next  thirteen  years  were  very  rewarding  to  me.   I  enjoyed  working 
with  the  young  boys  and  associating  with  scouting.   I  worked  as 
scout  master,  explorer  advisor,  stake  scout  trainer,  and  as  troop 
committee  chairman.   Donald  Lindsay  was  scout  master  in  1964.   In 
July  of  1964,  I  was  assistant  scout  master  to  Arnell  Summer  and 
helped  take  the  scouts  to  the  6th  National  Boy  Scout  Jamboree  in 
Valley  Forge . 

I  was  fortunate  to  receive  a  scholarship  for  the  Philmont 
Training  in  New  Mexico.   I  was  assistant  scout  master  to  Darwin 
Jolley  in  place  of  William  Messick  for  an  L.D.S.  Conclave  Jamboree 
in  Farragut,  Idaho,  in  1968.   I  was  scout  master  for  a  group  of 
forty-two  boys  at  the  National  Jamboree,  the  7th,  in  Farragut, 
Idaho.   In  1970  I  received  a  Silver  Beaver  Award." 

The  Basalt  Ward  has  seen  many  young  boys  come  into  the  scout- 
ing program  as  second  class  scouts,  and  has  watched  them  advance, 
both  spiritually  and  physically  to  the  rank  of  Eagle  Scout.   Scout- 
ing in  the  Basalt  Ward  has  always  received  the  full  cooperation  of 
the  Bishopric,  members  of  the  Ward  and  of  the  Council. 

The  Basalt  Scout  Troop  has  been  given  the  name  of  an  Indian 
Tribe  in  Alaska,  the  Bell-a-Coola  Tribe,  and  like  their  forerun- 
ners, have  always  set  a  good  example  for  the  new  boys  coming  in. 
Scouting  in  Basalt  is  a  great  asset  to  the  community.4 

FLAG  CEREMONY  -  BASALT  TROOP  #39 

In  the  spring  of  1967,  the  Basalt  Scouts,  with  the  help  of 
the  troop  committee  and  scout  master,  Phil  Hatley,  worked  up  a 
new  type  of  flag  ceremony.   It  consists  of  nine  flags  of  histori- 
cal report,  beginning  with  the  Betsy  Ross  Flag,  then  continuing 
up  to  the  present  day  flag  of  fifty  stars.   A  narrator  read  the 
birthdate  and  important  events  of  each  flag.   The  Boy  Scouts  al- 
ternately would  place  their  flag  in  a  stand,  step  back,  and  salute 
their  flag  while  band  music  was  played  in  the  background. 

After  the  first  few  presentations,  these  boys  were  in  great 
demand  to  present  this  outstanding  flag  display  for  many  miles 
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around.   They  presented  it  to  P.T.A.  groups,  Scout  Banquets,  Elks 
Lodge,  V.  F.  Wars,  Liens  Club,  and  other  celebrations  and  festivals. 

In  ail  respect,  we  should  give  credit  to  these  organizations 
for  their  contributions  to  help  finance  these  flags,   The  scouts  had 
scrap  iron  drives,  and  other  money  making  projects  to  help  pay  for 
over  $200.00  worth  of  flags. 

Many  compliments  were  paid  to  these  scouts  for  their  contribu- 
tion to  a  patriotic  cause  and  fcr  the  way  they  proudly  displayed 
these  flags  and  themselves.   This  also  helped  each  boy  to  stand  up 
before  the  general  public  and  build  character  for  themselves.   As 
each  group  advanced  into  the  advanced  rank  of  scouting,  new  boys 
coming  into  the  program  took  their  rightful  place,  and  this  flag 
presentation  is  still  going  ont 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Y.M.M.I„A.  General  Board  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  signed  by  J.  D.  Mortinsen,  Chairman  of  the 
Boy  Scouts  Committee,  congratulating  the  scouts  and  the  scout  master, 
Phil  Hatley,  on  their  outstanding  flag  ceremony  and  the  contribution 
to  a  better  America. 

One  group  of  scouts,  after  presenting  this  flag  ceremony,  were 
personally  congratulated  by  General  Westmoreland,  and  Marion  D= 
Hanks,  a  general  authority  of  the  L„DcS=  Church. 

We  truly  feel  that  the  Basalt  Scouts  have  made  a  tremendous 
contribution  to  the  community  and  to  scouting. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  whe  have  helped 

Delyn  Fielding  Paul  Tew  (  leader) 

Wade  Messick  Clay  Stringham  (leader) 

Lercy  Hillman  Tommy  Christensen  (narrator) 

Norman  Tew  Elvin  Carlson  (leader) 

Lonnie  Duce  Delwin  Jensen  (leader) 

Gerald  Wilhelm  Gary  Jose 

Leon  Hebdon  Lynn  Mad sen 

William  Hjelm  Elias  Torrez 

Johnny  Torrez  Richard  Torrez 

Other  scouts  came  in  as  age  permitted.5 

BARBER  DYE 

Barber  Dye  was  one  of  the  first  scout  leaders  in  Basalt.   When 
the  Firth  Ward  was  organized,  he  was  automatically  in  that  ward  and 
continued  his  good  work  as  scout  master.   He  was  doing  an  outstanding 
job  with  the  boys  when  he  was  taken  out  and  given  a  stake  position. 
After  he  left  the  scouts,  the  troop  diminished  in  interest  and  size. 
Barber  requested  he  be  released  from  his  stake  job  and  be  returned 
to  the  troop  for  the  sake  of  the  boys.   This  request  was  granted. 
Barber  was  always  willing  to  sacrifice  his  own  interests  for  the 
boys.   He  served  as  scout  master  for  Troop  97  for  fifteen  years. 


488 


He  received  an  award  in  1945  for  his  fifteen  years  of  service.   In 
1947,  Barber  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  four  outstanding  scouters 
in  the  Teton  Peaks  Council.   At  this  time,  he  received  the  coveted 
Silver  Beaver  Award. 

In  1953,  Victor  Kotter  was  selected  to  go  to  the  World  Jam- 
boree held  at  Irvin  Ranch  in  California.  Victor  chose  Barber  to 
be  his  assistant. 

FIRTH 
SCOUT  LEADERS 

1935  -  Barber  Dye,  Albert  Hanny,  Stanley  Dye,  George  Lyon. 

1939  -  Odell  Campbell,  Don  Mulberry,  assistant. 

1935  -  1947-  Barber  Dye.   Assistants  were:   John  Chapman,  Gary 

Bolander,  Vance  Bolander,  Reuben  Peterson,  William  Dye,  Max 

Howell,  Dewaine  Dye,  and  Herschel  Mecham. 
1957  -  John  E.  Chapman,  scout  master;  Barber  Dye  was  Institutional 

Chairman;  John  Jowers,  Hyrum  Mecham,  Deloy  Nelson,  and  Leland 

Lott  were  assistants  until  1962. 
1963  -  1964  -  Wayne  E.  Lyon,  scout  master;  Barber  Dye,  Committee 

Chairman.   Mildred  Mecham  was  patrol  leader;  Ralph  Thompson, 

Hyrum  Mecham  and  Keith  Dye  were  assistants. 
1965  -  Keith  Dye,  scout  master;  Blaine  Chapman  and  Darthella  Lea- 

vitt  were  patrol  leaders. 
1965  -  This  district  was  called  the  Wolverine  District. 
1968  -  Duane  Handy,  scout  master;  Kent  Burch,  Alma  Gifford  and  John 

W.  Larsen  were  assistants. 
1971  -  1972  -  Lorraine  Dye,  patrol  leader.   Wilford  Chapman,  Elmo 

Crooks,  L.  D.  Hendricks,  Darwin  Hopkins,  Arlyn  Haggard,  as- 
sistants 
1970  -  Elmo  Crooks,  scout  master;  Jay  Johnson,  assistant;  D.  L. 

Telford  was  Chairman  from  1969-72.   Devon  Mecham,  Boyd  Jol- 

ley,  Wilford  Chapman,  Sherman  Mecham,  Kent  Summers,  scout 

master,  and  scout  assistant. 

In  1969,  there  were  forty  boys  enrolled  in  Troop  #97.   In 
1971,  Calvin  Dye  became  scout  master  with  Kent  Burch  as  chairman. 
Lorraine  Dye  and  Fay  Howell  as  patrol  leaders.   In  1972,  the  Firth 
Troop  #97  has  thirty-one  boys  enrolled,  with  Calvin  Dye  as  scout 
master . 

Some  of  the  boys  who  were  scouts  with  the  first  Firth  troop 
were:   Frank  L.  Gushwa,  Hans  W.  Bolstad,  Grant  Hanny,  Austin  Hanny, 
Glen  A.  Hoff,  Lewis  Johnson,  Alvin  Lyon,  Rex  Lords,  John  W.  Murphy, 
Deloy  Mecham,  Dion  Mecham,  Eldon  Petersen  and  Virgil  Thornton. 
These  boys  were  from  12  to  14  years  of  age  in  1935. 7 

Scouting  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  development  of  the 
young  boys  and  men  of  Basalt  and  Firth.   Several  of  the  leaders 
have  not  received  their  Eagle  Scout  Awards,  but  have  contributed 
much  toward  the  program. 
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ODELL  CAMPBELL 

Odell  was  a  scouter  in  Firth  with  Barber  Dye  and  Don  Mul- 
berry, about  1939-1940.   Odell  became  a  scout  in  1924  in  the  Wood- 
ville  Ward  while  his  parents  lived  on  the  Hayes  Project.   He 
worked  with  scouts  for  twenty  years.   He  received  his  Silver  Bea- 
ver Award  twenty  years  ago.   During  his  years  of  service  he  has 
been  assistant  scout  master  and  explorer  leader  at  four  different 
times;  once,  for  the  Firth  Ward;  once,  for  the  First  Ward;  and, 
twice  in  the  Third  Ward.   Odell  was  in  charge  of  scouting  in  the 
Stake  for  the  Teton  Peaks  Council  under  Louis  Oswald.   He  has 
been  on  the  Teton  Peaks  Board  twice.   While  he  was  assistant  scout 
master  of  the  Shelley  Stake,  he  accompanied  twelve  boys  to  the 
World  Jamboree  at  Valley  Forge,  in  1950.   Odell  never  became  an 
Eagle  Scout. 

KEITH  DYE 

Keith  has  been  associated  with  scouting  in  many  capacities. 
He  started  as  scout  master,  then  as  Teton  Peaks  Council  Chairman, 
Assistant  Stake  Leader,  Stake  Leader,  and  as  Scout  Counselor.   He 
is  now  scout  master  in  the  Fourth  Ward.   Keith  has  taken  boys  on 
their  fifty  miler,  and  to  the  high  lakes  on  hikes.   He  accompanied 
them  on  a  hike  to  the  Teton  National  Park  in  1968.   Keith  is  eli- 
gible for  a  twenty  year  pin  this  year.   Keith  was  never  an  Eagle 
Scout. 

ELMO  CROOKS 

Elmo  was  another  outstanding  leader  without  being  an  Eagle 
Scout.   He  served  as  assistant  scout  master,  scout  master,  scout 
chairman,  and  counselor.   He  helped  many  boys  with  their  cedar 
badges  and  rewards.   He  has  attended  seminars  and  camps  with  the 
boys.   He  has  been  district  training  chairman,  and  is  stake  com- 
missioner of  the  First,  Third,  and  Second  Wards. 

CALVIN  DYE 

Calvin  is  another  good  scout  leader,  and  has  not  received 
his  Eagle  Scout  Award.  He  has  been  with  the  scouts  for  over  a 
year  and  is  doing  fine  work. 

WILLIAM  MESSICK 

William  was  scout  master  four  or  five  times  between  other  as- 
signments in  other  organizations.   He  has  worked  on  the  Stake  and 
Regional  Board,  and  as  scout  committeeman.   He  was  never  an  Eagle 
Scout. 

FORREST  STRINGHAM 

Forrest  was  a  scout  master,  explorer  leader,  stake  leader, 
stake  scout  master,  and  stake  Y. M.M.I. A.  superintendent.   He 
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attended  the  camps,  participated  in  activities,  went  on  hikes,  but 
was  never  an  Eagle  Scout.   He  loved  the  boys,  and  enjoyed  being 
with  them. 


CLARK  HARDY 

Clark  was  another  man  who  enjoyed  working  with  the  boys.   He 
served  in  the  Basalt  Ward  from  1947  to  1948  as  scout  master,  and 
again  in  1949  and  1950.   Clark  has  never  been  an  Eagle  Scout. 

The  following  list  of  scouts  is  not  complete.   Names  have 
been  obtained  from  family  histories  and  from  memory. 

BASALT 

Earl  Tew  -  Eagle  Scout,  trip  to  Palmyra,  New  York,  Silver  Palms, 

one  of  the  oldest  scouts  in  Basalt. 
Heward  Madsen  -  twenty  year  pin,  thirty  years  continuous  service, 

except  for  service  interruption. 
Ross  Peterson 
Lonny  Duce 
Delwyn  Jensen 
Phil  Hatley  -  thirteen  years  continuous  scouting  as  leader  and 

scout  master. 
Tommy  Christensen,  Jr. 
Mike  Coil 

Winn  Larson  -  Order  of  Arrow 
Lynn  Madsen 
Calvin  Carlson  -  Eagle  Scout,  Philmont,  Farragut,  2nd  place  in 

automotive. 
Laroy  Hillman 
Clay  Stringham 
Ricky  Hjelm 
Jay  Madsen  -  up  for  Eagle  Scout  Award  in  1972. 


FIRTH 

John  E.  Chapman 
Dennis  Crofts 
Dean  Crofts 
Dewaine  Dye 
Gaylene  Clayson 

Kenneth  Flygare  -  Order  of  the  Arrow 

Kenneth  Hunter  -  reported  to  the  President  at  National  Jamboree  1969 
Blaine  Dye  -  Farragut  1966. 

Steve  Telford  -  alternate  to  report  to  the  President.   Training  at 
Philmont . 8 
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POETRY  AND  ART 


Poetry  is  a  form  of  literature.   It  is  the  use  of  words  to 
make  beautiful  sounds  and  at  the  same  time  to  express  beautiful 
ideas.   Poetry  is  often  compared  to  music  because  it  uses  sound 
to  appeal  to  the  human  sense  of  beauty.   Poetry  is  also  compared 
to  painting  because  fine  poetry  can  make  a  reader  "see"  in  his 
imagination  a  beautiful  picture. 

Most  poetry  uses  rhythm  and  much  poetry  uses  rhyme.   Rhythm 
is  a  pattern  of  sounds  in  which  some  are  louder  or  longer  than 
others.   Rhyme  is  the  use  of  words  that  sound  the  same,  such  as 
hand  and  sand.   But,  writing  is  not  called  poetry  simply  because 
it  has  rhythm  or  rhyme.   Unless  it  expresses  serious  ideas,  it 
is  called  "verse"  or  "jingles"  or  "doggerel"  or  by  some  other 
word. 

Not  all  poetry  is  written  in  regular  meter  or  the  pattern 
used  in  poetry.   Each  line  or  verse  is  divided  into  feet.   There 
are  four  principal  kinds  of  feet:  Iambic   is  one  short  syllable 
followed  by  one  long  syllable.   The  Trochee   is  a  foot  with  one 
long  followed  by  one  short  syllable.   The  Anapest   is  two  short 
followed  by  one  long.   The  Dactyl    is  one  long  followed  by  two 
short.   The  foot  used  most  in  English  is  the  iambic,  and  most 
often  there  is  five  feet  to  the  line. 

A  poem  becomes  monotonous  if  the  meter  never  changes,  so 
most  poetry  mixes  different  feet  in  e"ach  line  and  occasionally, 
the  number  of  feet  in  a  line.   Many  poems  are  written  without 
rhymes.   They  are  called  "black  verse". 

In  Japanese,  the  best  poetry  is  written  without  meter  or 
rhyme. 

Much  of  the  poetry  written  in  this  chapter  is  called  "free 
verse",  but  the  poet  has  a  desire  to  express,  and  this  is  done 
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in  what  is  written. 


ART 


There  are  beautiful  things  around  us  at  all  times.   Nature  has 
varied  color  and  form.   Butterfly  wings,  sunsets,  landscapes, 
flowers,  mountains,  waterfalls,  and  thousands  of  other  beautiful 
things. 

When  men  copy  the  beauties  of  nature  or  make  beautiful  things 
that  they  invent  themselves,  it  is  called  arte 

The  love  of  nature  seems  to  be  born  in  man.   More  than  fifteen 
thousand  years  ago,  cavemen  drew  pictures  on  walls  of  their  caves. 
Some  of  these  were  in  Spain,  and  other  parts  of  Europe.   They  are 
a  match  for  many  of  the  best  paintings  today.   The  Greeks  made 
statues  of  people  that  are  at  least  as  good  as  the  modern  ones. 
When  people  paint  or  draw,  they  attempt  to  bring  out  beauty  and 
warmth.   Many  of  the  drawings  in  this  chapter  are  by  amateurs; 
some  are  by  advanced  students,  each  expressing  his  inner  feelings 
and  likes. 

POEMS  BY  ALICE  DYE  BREWINGTON 


ENJOY  THE  THINGS  YOU'VE  GOT 

Why  sit  yourself  a  sighing 

For  the  things  you  want  in  vain 

Why  cry  for  things  you  haven't 

got 
And  fill  your  life  with  pain? 

Why  waste  your  life  in  pining 
For  the  things  that  matter 

not? 
Forget  the  things  you  haven't 
And  enjoy  the  things  you've 

got. 

HOW  DO  WE  MEASURE  UP 

It  matters  not  how  hard  you 

try 
And  strive  your  very  best 
Always  something  is  left 

undone 
There  arises  some  new  test. 
You  may  work  from  morn  'til 

night 
For  other's  benefit 
Though  you  strive  with 

all  your  might 
There  are  those  who  count 

you  unfit. 


Now  if  they  were  doing  the 

task 
They  would  do  it  this  way  or 

that 
There  would  be  no  faults  or 

mistakes 
Everything  would  be  just  pat. 
Sure  someone  might  have  done 

better 
If  they  were  given  the  right 
Well,  the  chance  is  still 

there  if  they  care 
Let  them  work  all  they  might. 
Very  well,  let's  ask  them  to 

work 
And  I'm  sure  we  shall  find, 
Those  who  complain  the  loudest 
Are  they  who  just  haven't 

time. 

PURCHASER  OF  SOULS 

"Hi  there  pal,  is  your  name 

Sam?" 
Said  old  Barley  Corn  as  he 

met  the  man 
"Oh  yes,"  says  Sam,  but  I 

know  you  not 
For  your  acquaintance  I've 
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never  sought." 

"You're  looking  blue,  Sam, 

come  with  me 
And  care  and  trouble  soon 

will  flee. 
I've  many  friends  I'll  help 

you  to  know 
There's  rye,  wine,  and  old 

Jim  Crow." 

"Oh,  a  time  you  will  have, 

never  you  fear 
Come  now,  meet  Mr.  Beer. 
"Get  behind  me  conscience," 

said  Sam  that  day. 
"I'm  traveling  with  Barley, 

he  knows  the  way." 

So,  along  they  went  like 

birds  of  a  feather 
Hand  in  hand  through  the 

years  together. 
Roads  that  were  dreary 

looked  more  bright 
Only  when  Barley  was  in 

sight. 
Sam's  face  grew  wrinkled, 

his  clothes  were  ragged 
The  once  straight  shoulders 

now  were  sagged 
Sam  thought  of  the  life  he 

was 

Before  Barley  came  knocking 

at  his  door. 

Then  he  looked  at  Barley 

and  hated  his  face 
But  he  found  nothing  to 

take  Barley's  place. 
Barley  grinned  and  chuckled 

with  glee 
"That  he'd  bought  many  souls 

was  plain  to  see." 
He  laughed  at  Sam  and  Sam's 

shattered  mind, 
Sam's  stumbling  feet  no 

pace  could  they  find. 
This  hireling  of  Satan  has 

reached  his  goal. 
Enemy  of  man  and  purchaser 

of  souls. 


DEDICATION 

by 

Miranda  Stringham 

Little  chapel,  what  works  are 

wrought  within  your  walls? 
Or  in  the  grounds  around  your 

base 
Kind  hands  have  toiled  to 

thus  adorn  thy  grace 
And  make  a  fitting  sanctuary 

to  our  Lord* 
Each  little  board,  each 

stroke  of  painter's  brush 
Each  curtained  window,  each 

shrub  and  step, 
All  show  the  patient  toil,  or 

hurried  labor  rush 
Of  every  soul  whose  donated 

hours  were  kept. 
You  now  adorn  a  city  block 

that  once  was  waste 
And  motorists  passing  by  will 

say- 
"Slow  down,  we  want  to  see- 
why  haste? 
This  is  where  God's  people 

come  to  pray." 
Dear  Lord,  this  day  we  turn 

our  thankfulness  to  Thee, 
For  the  day  of  dedication  of 

this  house, 
And  pray  that  through  the 

years  it  will  be 
Filled  with  humble,  happy 

people  full  of  grace, 
May  we  ask  Thy  benediction 

over  all. 

TRUE  GREATNESS 
by 
Miranda  Stringham 

To  My  Sons: 

True  greatness  is  not  measured 

in  money 
But  by  honesty,  integrity,  and 

disposition  sunny, 
You're  judged  by  respect 
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shown  the  aged 
And  by  loyalty  to  friends, 
Remembering  that  service  to 

the  poor 
Brings  one  great  dividends. 
By  doing  what  you  have  to  do 

cheerfully  and  well 
Leaving  no  stains  for  gossiping 

lips  to  tell. 
May  what  you  do  in  life,  be 

virtues  true  expression 
Keep  love  of  God,  and 

f ellowmen 
The  greatness  of  your  possessions 
Being  not  concerned  with  what 

newspapers  say, 
How  many  are  sorry  when  you 

pass  away. 

OUR  FIRST  GRANDDAUGHTER 
by 
Miranda  Stringham 

Smiling,  petite,  full  of 

grace 
Winsome,  charming  in  your 

place 
Through  the  years  to 

girlhoods  bloom, 
Charming  and  helpful 

you  have  grown. 
Knowledge  and  poise  you 

have  acquired 
Use  them  now,  in  work 

required 
May  achievement  and  success 

to  you  unfurl, 
We  are  so  glad  you  were 

born  a  GIRL 

WHAT  IS  PRAYER 

by 

Berneice  Jacobsen 

Prayer  is  the  souls  sincere 

desire 
This  simple  phrase  sets  souls 

afire 
In  prayer  we  must  be  quite 

sincere 
And  pray  with  love  so  God 


will  hear. 
We  ask  for  blessings  small  and 

great 
And  pray  with  thanks,  ere  its 

too  late. 
Thank  him  for  our  right  to 

birth 
And  all  our  blessings  here  on 

earth. 

We  ask  the  good  Lord  through 

our  prayers 
To  help  us  face  our  earthly 

cares 
To  give  us  strength  our  trial 

to  face 
And  walk  uprightly  in  his 

grace 
Without  prayer  to  help  us 

through  the  day 
How  many  more  would  loose 

their  way 
Without  prayer  how  could  we 

win 
Forgiveness  for  some  thoughtless 

sin? 

Sometimes  we  think  we  should 

not  pray 
'cause  we  have  been  rather 

bad  today 
But  if  we  are  sorry  for  our 

deed 
Confession  is  just  what  we 

need 
So  get  down  on  your  knees 

in  prayer 
And  tell  the  Lord  you  really 

care. 
Ask  for  His  wisdom  your  soul 

to  guide 
Then  let  your  trust  in  Him 

abide. 

Teach  your  children  how  to 

pray 
And  talk  to  God  in  his  own 

way 
Pray  together,  pray  alone 
Pray  in  church  and  in  your 

home 
Pray  each  time  you  feel  the 

need 
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Each  prayer  you  utter,  God 

will  heed 
Thank  the  Lord  each  time  you 

pray 
For  blessings  that  are  yours 

today. 

The  Lord  is  one  who  really 

cares 
And  waits  and  listens  for 

our  prayers 
Through  faith  and  prayer  we 

can  gain  peace 
And  from  our  troubles  find 

release. 
The  Lord  will  surely  lead 

the  way 
If  we  will  only  pause  to  pray. 

THE  WAY  OF  PRAYER 
by 
Berneice  Jacobsen 

The  other  night  I  knelt  to 

pray 
With  phrases  loud  and  forceful 
I'd  had  a  real  successful  day 
And  really  felt  resourceful. 

My  thoughts  were  filled  with 

my  self-pride 
Love  for  me  flowed  full  tide 
"Dear  Lord,  quite  selfishly 

I  asked, 
Let  me  in  my  glory  bask". 

No  thought  I  gave  my  fellow 

man 
Once  entered  on  my  selfish 

plan 
I  prayed  for  things  that 

were  all  wrong 
Just  to  help  my  foolish  pride 

along. 

Then  I  heard  a  voice  within 

me  say, 
"Those  prayers  will  not  be 

heard  today, 
You  think  you  have  no  need 

for  God 
To  take  you  where  the  Saints 

have  trod. 


But  when  you  think  You've 

gained  perfection 
You're  going  in  the  wrong 

direction 
You  had  better  halt  your 

foolish  pace 
And  look  yourself  squarely 

in  the  face. 

Or  soon  you'll  find  that  its 

too  late 
And  find  yourself  at  Satan's 

gate". 

This  made  me  pause  and  think, 

and  then, 
My  prayers  I  started  over 

again 
I  realized  what  foolish  sin 
To  be  as  proud  as  I  had  been. 

I  prayed  for  forgiveness  for 

my  deed 
And  ask  the  Lord  my  soul  to 

lead 
To  make  me  more  like  him 

each  day 
A  more  humble  ME,  began  to 

pray. 

I  knew  I'd  need  his  constant 

care 
And  so  I  changed  my  way  of 

prayer 
In  life  you  cannot  succeed 

alone 
It  takes  God's  help  to 

bring  us  home. 

THE  STOP  SIGN 
by 
Jennie  Beal  Duce 

I  talked  to  Kathy  the  other 

day 
I  wondered  what  she'd  have 

to  say 
It  wasn't  much  but  just  the 

same 
It  was  good  to  hear  her  say 

my  name. 

She'll  be  down  soon  and  then 
you  know 
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We'll  have  so  many  places 

to  go 
As  long  as  we're  good  and 

dodge  the  cops 
Our  night  for  sure  will  be 

just  topSo 

Last  time  a  stop  sign  I 

didn't  see 
And  a  cop  didn't  hesitate  to 

stop  me 
I've  never  seen  $10  go  so 

fast 
And  now  I'll  remember  that 

page  from  the  past. 

I'm  careful  indeed  to  keep 

from  the  fines 
'Cause  I  like  my  money  for 

the  good  times 
So  next  time  when  hustling 

I'll  be  careful 
And  make  sure  I  keep  my  pockets 

half  full  of  money  hard-earned 
I'll  not  give  it  away 
For  I  like  money  to  last  more 

than  a  dayc 

LOVE  TAKES  TIME 

by 
Jenny  Beal  Duce 

Love  will  last  for evermore, 
Love  will  soon  knock  at  your 

door 
Be  waiting  there  for  love 

divine 
Love  that  will  last  'till 

the  end  of  time. 
Reach  out  your  hand  and 

say  "Come  In" 
For  this  is  the  time  for  love 

to  begin. 

You  may  think  she  is  a  bundle 

of  joy, 
Or  he  is  a  man,  a  grownup  boy 

But  don't  rush  things  or 

you  may  find 
That  he,  or  she,  isn't  really 

the  kind; 
To  give  you  joy  for  all  your 

strife 


And  eternal  happiness  in  the 
foretold  life. 

So  take  care  in  choosing 
Make  sure  you're  not  using 
The  boy  of  your  dreams,  the 

girl  like  chocolate  cremes 
Be  careful,  don't  rush  things, 
Take  life  and  what  life  brings. 

Irene  Eaton  and  Miranda  String- 
ham  knew  each  other  years  ago 
when  their  fathers  homesteaded 
in  the  east  mountains.   Irene 
wrote  the  following  poem  about 
her  father  to  contribute  to 
the  book  Miranda  was  compiling, 
THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  HILLS,  written 
in  1962, 

TO  MY  FATHER 

by 

Irene  Franck  Eaton 

'Tis  good  and  godly  judgement 

that  to  men  it  is  not  shown 
What  lies  beyond  in  future 

years  to  him  cannot  be  known. 
'Tis  good  he  starts  each  day 

anew  not  knowing  at  its  end 
That  life  so  full  of  errors  can 

be  foe  instead  of  friend. 
'Tis  good  that  hope  is  like  will- 

o-wisps  will  lead  him  on  and 

on 
Surmounting  perils  of  darkness 

with  heart  and  brain  and 

brawn. 
'Tis  good  when  at  the  end  of 

life  his  race  has  been  well 

run 
And  Father  who  mapped  out  the 

route  says, 
"Welcome  home  my  son." 

HER  FLOWERS 
BY 
Miranda  Stringham 

Written  in  memory  of  a  dear 
friend,  Irene,  December,  1971. 
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About  three  score  and  two 

years  ago 
The  master  of  vineyards  said, 
"Here  is  a  beautiful  garden 

spot 
It  must  be  dug  and  fed." 

Then  looking  around  for  a 

gardener 
Who  would  care  for  some 

precious  flowers 
He  choose  a  soul  from  the 

valiant  ones 
For  He  knew  it  would  take 

many  hours. 

"This  gardener  must  know 

wheat  from  tares 
How  to  fertilize  and 

to  prune 
Must  water  plants  with  falling 

tears 
And  comfort  with  a  tune." 

The  garden  the  master  gave 

Clyde  and  Irene 
Was  of  seven  little  girls 
Their  births  were  scattered 

through  the  years 
Giving  time  the  weeds  to  furl. 

In  the  morning  of  youth  they 

trained  them 
To  be  honest,  industrious, 

and  kind 
So  that  in  noonday  of  bloom 

and  decision 
They  knew  the  right 

husbands  they'd  find, 

At  last  the  garden  was 

radiant 
To  motherhood  the  flowers 

had  grown 
The  weeds  had  been  plucked 

and  thrown  away 
And  the  master  called,  "Well 

Done". 

THE  WAY  WITH  PEOPLE 

by 

Rhcda  Bryant 

After  you  leave  the  higher 


country, 
And  reach  that  last  broad 

raise 
You  see  before  you  Snake 

River  Valley 
Where  cattle  graze. 
You  see  great  squares  of 

golden 
Squares  of  green  and  browns 

and  red 
It  reminds  me  of  a  patchwork 

quilt 
Snatched  perhaps  from  a 

giant's  bed, 
You  will  see  scattered  homes 

and  flowers, 
Fruit  trees  heavy  ladden, 

bowing  down, 
Here  and  there  stand  smoke 

stacked  towers 
As  if  pointing  out  a  town. 
From  here  all  the  tiny 

streams, 
Look  like  strands  of  silver 

thread. 
The  roads  like  baby  ribbon 
Strewn  across  somebody's  bed 
Tall  old  shade  trees,  a  dark 

gray  highway. 
And  cars  hurry  to  and  fro, 
It's  a  rich  and  fertile 

valley 
Where  food  in  abundance  grows. 
How  did  it  look  to  our 

grandfathers 
When  they  first  descended  this 

same  slope? 
Did  they  vision  this  grand 

picture? 
Was  it  that  which  gave  them 

hope? 
They  really  saw  just  a  wide 

sage  plain, 
With  a  river  winding  thru, 
An  Indian  Tepee,  where  towns 

grew. 
But  not  a  spear  of  corn  or 

grain. 
Antelope  fed  in  little  meadows, 
Perhaps  a  buffalo  or  two. 
And  by  weird  sounds  at  night 
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Old  man  coyote  was  there  too, 
I'll  bet  grandpa  climbed  back 

in  the  buckboard, 
Muttering,  "Yes,  it  can  be 

done," 
He  drove  on,  there  were  no 

roads  then, 
Just  washes  where  melted  snow 

had  run. 
He  drove  out  somewhere  in 

the  untamed  valley, 
Staked  himself  out  a  claim. 
He  was  always  glad  to  help 

a  stranger 
No  matter  who,  or  from 

where  he  came 
So  he  worked  and  planned 

and  managed 
With  the  other  pioneers. 
Sometimes  priceless  seeds 

burned  up, 
For  ditches,  then  had  not 

appeared 
They  had  hail,  drought, 

grasshoppers  to  fight. 
And  winter's  fierce,  bleak 

blizzard 
Froze  everything  stiff  and 

tight. 
Yet  they  plodded  steadily 

onward. 
Never  wishing  once  to  quit. 
What  they  accomplished 

singlehanded, 
Took  something  more  than 

just  plain  grit. 
They  worked  hatless  and 

sometimes  shoeless. 
Their  poor  feet  would  crack 

and  bleed, 
They  spoke  little  of  their 

discomfort, 
But  strove  harder  to  do 

their  deed. 
Now  there  isn't  much  left 

for  us  to  do, 
But  plant  the  seeds  and 

harvest  the  crop. 
There  is  time  for  education. 
And  to  figure  out  ways  to 

stay  on  top. 


Yet  I  often  hear  people  rave 
Because  shoes,  gas  and  tires 

are  hard  to  get. 
What's  the  matter  with 

people? 
When  things  go  wrong,  they 

want  to  quit. 
Did  our  forefathers,  striving 

for  improvement 
Only  make  us  weak  and  vain? 
We  dress  up  nice  and  speak 

of  losses, 
We  never  mention  what  we  gain 
In  just  three  short  generations 
Has  all  the  pioneer  blood 

leaked  out? 
We  have  never  faced  one  third 

their  hardships, 
We  never  will,  without  a 

doubt. 
Do  you  suppose  that  if  poor, 

old  grandpa? 
Who  is  sleeping  in  his  hillside 

grave, 
Could  rise  and  look  across 

the  valley 
And  listen  to  the  people 

rave 
Would  he  be  happy  with  what 

he  heard  and  saw? 
Or  would  he  shake  his  head  as 

though 
He'd  wish  he  had  left  the 

valley, 
As  he  found  it;  In  The  Raw. 

SUNSHINE  AND  SHADOW 
by 
Kirsten  Marie  Sorensen  Jensen 

There  is  sunshine  in  each 

shadow 
If  your  soul  can  see  the  light, 
There  is  joy  in  every  sorrow 
If  our  heart  is  in  the  right, 
Shadows  only  blind  our  vision, 
Clouds  will  float  like  mists 

away, 
If  we  try  to  see  the  sunshine 
Darkest  night  will  turn  to  day. 
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Are  you  grieving  for  a  loved 

one, 
Sing  and  wait  for  his  return, 
Pray,  but  never  let  a  shadow 
Dim  the  faith  for  which 

you  yeprn. 
There's  a  glimmer  in  night's 

blackness , 
Which  in  faith,  you  may  behold. 
It  will  bring  sweet  peace, 

though  broken 
Is  your  heart;  but  not  your 

soul. 

LIFE 

by 

Kirsten  Marie  Sorensen  Jensen 

Life,  thou  art  a  changing  river, 
Flowing  onward  to  the  sea; 
And  we  sail  upon  thy  bosom, 
Forward  in  uncertainty; 
For  at  morn  our  hearts  are 

happy, 
But  at  eve  the  tears  may  flow, 
So  I'll  take  what  fate  may 

send  me, 
Pain  or  pleasure,  weal  or  woe. 

KEEP  THE  INSIDE  TRACK 
by 
Kirsten  Marie  Sorensen  Jensen 

If  you  want  to  be  a  winner 
On  life's  crowded  hurried  road, 
If  you  want  to  end  with  honor 
Smiling  as  you  tote  the  load, 
Here's  a  tip  I  gladly  give  you 
It  may  ease  your  daily  pack, 
Sure  we'll  win  in  whatsoever, 
If  you  keep  the  inside  track. 

You  may  be  surprised  and  jostled 

May  grow  weary  with  the  race, 

But  no  Hero  wins  a  battle 

If  he  lags  to  slower  pace. 

Up  and  doing,  smile  at  fortune, 

Never  think  of  turning  back, 

All  the  praise  and  glory 

waits  you, 
If  you  keep  the  inside 

track. 


PIONEER  ROMANCE 

BY 
Martha  Hacking 

My  grandmother  told  the  story 

to  me 
Told  it  so  I  almost  could  see 
Her  radiant  face  and  coquettish 

glance 
When  grandfather  came  to  take 

her  to  the  dance. 

The  jingle  of  bells  in  the  cold 

frosty  night 
Made  her  heart  pit-pat  with 

exquisite  delight 
They  were  soon  in  the  sleigh, 

with  a  snort  and  a  prance 
The  horses  were  off  and  away 

for  the  dance. 

There  grandmother  dainty  in 

ruffles  and  bows 
And  grardfather  stately  with 

cheeks  like  a  rose 
Curtsied  and  swung  to  the 

lively  quadrille 
Grandmother's  tiny  feet  could 

not  keep  still. 

"Four  ladies  change",  and  "now 

four  men", 
Grand  right  and  left  to  your 

places  again 
"All  prominade",  with  smiles 

of  romance 
Grandmother  and  grandfather 

whirled  through  the  dance. 

The  evening  sped  on  full  of 

laughter  and  fun 
It  seemed  that  the  dance  had 

only  begun 
When,  with  reluctant  feel  and 

a  long  backward  glance 
Old  and  young  were  hurrying  home 

from  the  dance. 

The  horses  all  restless  and 

eager  to  go 
With  a  jingle  of  sleighbells 

were  off  through  the  snow 
The  moon  and  myriads  of  stars 

shining  bright 
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Made  a  strange  fairyland  of  a 
world  draped  in  white. 

She  cuddles  up  closely,  like 

stars  her  eyes  shine 
He  whispers,  "I  LOVE  YOU  DEAR, 

WILL  YOU  BE  MINE?" 
Shyly  she  nods.   Cupid  shot  his 

last  lance, 
As  grandfather  took  grandmother 

home  from  the  dance. 

ALPHABET  TO  LIVE  BY 
by 
John  Chapman,  Sr. 

A  -  Attend  carefully  to  details 
B  -  Be  prompt  in  all  things 
C  -  Consider  well  then  decide 

positively 
D  -  Dare  to  do  right 
E  -  Endure  trials  bravely 
F  -  Finding  Fault  is  a 

weakness 
G  -  Go  not  into  the  society 

of  the  viscious 
H  -  Hold  integrity  and  honesty 

sacred 
I  -  Injure  not  another's 

reputation 
J  -  Judge  wisely,  it  is  serious 
K  -  Keep  your  mind  from  evil 

thoughts 
L  -  Lie  not,  for  any 

consideration 
M  -  Make  friends 
N  -  Never  try  to  appear  what 

you  are  not 
0  -  Observe  good  manners 
P  -  Pray  sincerely 
Q  -  Question  not  the  honesty 

of  a  friend 
R  -  Respect  the  counsel  of 

others 
S  -  Sacrifice  money  rather 

than  principle 
T  -  Touch  not,  taste  not, 

intoxicating  drinks 

or  drugs 
U  -  Use  leisure  for  improvement 
V  -  Venture  not  upon  the 

threshold  of  wrong 


W  -  Watch  carefully  over  your 

passions 
X  -  X-tend  everyone  a  kindly 

greeting 
Y  -  Yield  not  to  discouragement 
Z  -  Zealously  labor  for  the 

right 

MEMORY  OF  STAR  VALLEY 
by 
Verla  Roos  Lake 

After  their  supper  the  lambs 

all  stood  still 
Their  bellies  drum  tight  so 

great  was  their  fill. 
Then  as  if  by  a  signal  they 

raced  to  the  creek 
Their  tails  flying  wildly 

some  pleasure  to  seek. 
How  they  cavorted!   How  they 

did  run! 
On  the  banks  of  the  CEDAR  they 

frollicked  for  fun. 

They  leaped  and  they  jumped 

very  high  in  the  air 
And  landing  stiff-legged 

bounced  back  with  a  dare. 
The  sun  sank  down  and  all 

too  soon 
Lambs  and  their  moms  sang 

a  different  tune. 
"Where  -  oh  where  is  my 

Maaa-Maaa-Ma  ? 
Where  -  oh  where  is  my 

Baaa-Baaa-Ba?" 

The  anxious  calling  to  and 
fro  all  has  a  meaning 
only  they  know. 

So  they  bleated  and  blatted 
and  bleated  some  more 

'Till  they  all  were  united 
just  as  before! 

Now  the  sheep  are  asleep, 

Mom  and  I  are  in  bed 
We're  tired  but  happy, 

Good  nights  have  been 

said. 
But  we  can't  doze  off  'til  we 

hear  the  howl 
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Of  a  lonely  coyote  out  on 
the  prowl. 

And  the  plaintive  "Whooooooo" 

of  the  owl  is  heard 
Such  forlorn  sound  to  come 

from  a  bird. 
We  are  put  to  sleep  by  the 

sounds  of  the  night 
Familiar  and  dear  though 

far  out  of  sight 
So  Good  Night  mother,  and 

good  night  sheep 
I'll  see  you  tomorrow  if 

the  Lord  will  me  keep. 

BIG  BROTHERS 

by 

Susan  Harkley 

Sixth  Grade 

Big  brothers  are  a  bother 

Who  needs  them  not  me 

If  I  were  a  president  I'd 

send  them 
All  to  sea . 

They  pull  your  hair  they 

always  tease 
Sometimes  I'd  like  to  yell 
I  don't  do  anything  'til 

it  hurts 
Then  mother  I  shall  tell. 

Then  Mom  gives  me  a  lecture 
On  how  to  be  polite 
Then  she  sends  him 

to  his  room 
To  sleep  there  for  the 

night. 

Then  I  hear  him  mumblin' 
"That  dum-headed  tattle-tale 

sis 
I  didn't  mean  to  hurt  her, 
Now,  supper  I  shall  mis." 

FRESHLY  BAKED  BREAD 
by 
Verla  Roos  Lake 

Oh,  that  fresh-baked  bread 
And  the  heavenly  aroma 


I'll  attest  to  its  flavor 
And  so  will  Meoma!   Ha,  Ha. 


OUR  CHILDREN  WITH  LOVE 

by 

L.  J.  Thompson 

We  may  not  put  our  thought 

into  words 
Or  make  a  special  fuss 
But  still  we  think  you 

understand 
How  much  you  mean  to  us . 
We  are  sure  you  know  how 

grateful  we  are 
For  all  the  nice  things  you  do 
And  hope  the  important  things 

in  life 
Will  always  come  to  you. 

Our  love,  Mom  and  Dad 

A  SPECIAL  INVITE 

by 

L.  J.  Thompson 

We'll  start  for  a  nice  green 

grassy  place 
Right  after  Sunday  School 
We  only  hope  the  day  won't 

turn  out 
To  be  too  cool. 
Bring  your  family  and  friends 
And  join  our  gay  happy  bunch 
Be  sure  to  bring  bright 

colored  eggs 
In  your  Easter  lunch. 
We  want  you  to  know  a  few 

days  in  advance 
Be  prepared  to  sing,  recite, 

play  or  dance. 
A  short,  good  story  or  joke 

will  be  fine 
There  will  also  be  on  the 

program 
THAT  FAMILY  OF  MINE. 
There  are  meadows  and  glens 

where  we  can  stop 
We  can  see  the  country  'round 
From  a  nearby  hilltop. 
We'll  find  a  grassy  nook 
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Close  by  a  running  sparkling 

brook. 
After  our  lunch  we'll  sit  and 

chat 
Or  if  someone  remembers  to 

bring  a  ball  and  bat 
The  spry  and  the  young  might 

like  to  play 
Oh,  yes  we'll  have  a  very 

nice  day 
Then  before  it  gets  late  we'll 

leave  the  out-of-doors 
And  hustle  home  to  do  the 

evening  chores. 

REFLECTIONS 

by 

Sylvan  Anderson 

In  this  world  some  people  sing 
about  everything  and  some  people 
harp  about  everything =   In  the 
next  world  it's  going  to  be 
different.   Those  who  sang  here 
will  harp  there  with  the  angels, 
and  those  who  harped  here  will 
sing  in  hell  and  shovel  coal. 

When  there's  nothing  else  to  do 
humans  set  to  finding  fault.   So 
busy  folks  are  happy  and  always 
have  friends.   There  are  many 
other  prizes  to  the  mind  and 
body  that  is  at  work.   How  can 
one  rest  who  is  not  tired.   One 
who  is  tired  is  not  restless. 
One  who  is  tired  can  sleep. 
One  who  is  restless  might  be 
tired  by  morning ,   Work  is  the 
best  gift  a  human  can  have, 
Work  brings  more  rewards  than 
all  the  other  ways  of  using  time 
and  energy.   Even  love  is 
found  only  in  homes  where  they 
work.   One  who  works  loves  someone 
and  someone  loves  him.   So  a 
worker  will  be  blessed  with 
wisdom,  inspiration,  vision, 
determination,  and  contentment „ 
One  who  knows  how  to  work  knows 
how  to  help  one  in  need  and  the 
Lord  or  a  neighbor.   They  say  if 


you  want  help  ask  someone  who 
is  busy. 

In  this  world  some  folks  spend 
so  much  time  shaking  hands 
when  they  should  be  shaking  a 
leg.   But  many  people  would 
have  done  right  to  shake  hands 
but  instead  they  shook  a  leg 
and  drifted  apart  forever. 

Love  is  a  soul  and  body  and 
spiritual  atmosphere  that  if 
it  becomes  real  will  have 
grown  from  the  first  emotion 
to  the  last  devotion. 

Mental  illness  is  largely  a 
product  of  mental  emptiness. 

Work  is  one  thing  and  love  is 
another.   You  can't  have  the 
one  without  the  other.   That 
is  the  best  way  to  spell  life. 
One  who  is  in  love  should 
not  go  too  far  ahead  nor  lag 
too  far  back  nor  stay  away 
too  long. 

No  one  ever  died  from  having 
hope. 

If  one  rocks  the  boat  the 

friendship  might  sink  like 

any  other  boat  with  a  load 
love. 

You  can  smile,  a  smile  is  the 
bud,  the  birth  of  love.   When 
a  ranger  goes  into  the  forest 
with  his  ax  he  will  have  to 
get  very  close  to  any  tree  he 
cuts  down.   This  is  like  that 
but  don't  ever  think  any 
human  is  far  more  precious 
than  a  tree.   Anyone  who 
breaks  the  silence  should  be 
appreciated.   A  superiority 
complex  just  might  spoil  the 
occasion.   What  good  are  you 
if  you  don't  do  anything  for 
anyone,  even  if  you  do  not 
wrong? 

If  you  want  to  push  you  should 
get  behind  and  lift  and  push. 
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If  when  you  wake  up  you  are 
not  on  your  way  up  you  are  on 
your  way  down. 3 

POEM  BY  OLIVE  GLOVER 
Submitted  by  Leatha  Thompson 

Surprised  you  say?  Well,  we 

are  too, 
That  our  address  is  changed  to 

a  climate  new. 
It  all  began  when  Bud  phoned 

to  say, 
"We've  got  Harold  a  job, 

with  better  pay, 
As  Church  Custodian,  the  job 

will  be  steady, 
Come  right  away,  don't  wait 

to  get  ready!" 

We  made  a  quick  decision, 

decided  to  take  a  chance, 
Sell  our  home,  leave  the  cold, 

try  California  finance! 
To  catch  a  slow  train  to  a  new 

destination! 
Olive  (that's  me)  stayed  to 

get  things  ready, 
And  she  had  a  job  just  a 

little  too  steady! 

Working  extra  long  hours  for 

the  Sewing  Shoppe, 
Trying  for  commissions 

before  wages  would  stop. 
There  was  packing  to  do,  and 

a  house  to  sell, 
Information  to  acquire,  and 

instructions  to  tell. 
Letters  to  write,  and  long 

distance  calls. 
And  Paul's  folks  took  stuff 

to  Idaho  Falls,. 

For  Velma  and  Bud,  Juel , 

Mar gene  and  Paul 
Had  left  things  behind,  so  I 

sorted  it  all, 
And  lifted  and  shifted  and 

threw  some  away, 
And  packed  some  up  good  for 

moving  day. 


The  piano  mover  waited  outside 

with  his  truck, 
And  friends  dropped  in  to 

wish  me  luck! 

The  Real  Estate  Agent  took 

part  of  my  time, 
And  the  phone  would  ring,  and 

the  doorbell  chime, 
And  people  were  coming  to 

see  the  house,  too, 
So  I  couldn't  do  much  for 

showing  them  thru, 
Then  Hawkes  Transfer  Company 

sent  out  a  man, 
To  estimate  the  cost  of 

moving  by  van. 

He  said,  "It  will  be  at 

least  a  week  or  two, 
Before  a  moving  date  is 

available  to  you." 
But  I  had  to  quit  work  and 

pack  like  mad, 
For  four  more  days  were  all 

I  had! 
A  buyer  for  the  house,  said 

he'd  move  without  delay, 
So  I  phoned  the  family, 

"Rent  a  place  right  away!" 

I  still  had  a  stove  and  a 

car  to  sell, 
And  everything  seemed  to  be 

going  so  well, 
Except  that  the  errands 

were  so  many  in  number, 
I  had  to  work  without  much 

slumber, 
And  before  I  had  time  to  say 

my  "goodbys", 
I  was  off  to  California, 

family,  and  sunny  skies! 

ABOUT  THE  BREAK  OF  DAY 
by 
Wayne  Carlson 
Age  13 

At  four  a.m.  the  world  is 

dark 
All  life  seems  fast  asleep 
Moonlight  creeps  in  lazily 
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Like  huge  wolves  after  sheep. 
Dew  drops  on  the  flowers 

sparkle 
As  diamonds  in  the  sun 
Shooting  rays  of  many 

colors 
Day  has  just  begun . 

Silhouettes  of  mountain  peaks 
Point  into  the  clouds 
Of  rose,  gold,  and  purple 
Twittering  birds  were  heard  aloud 
Mother  sheep  blats  for  their 

lambs 
The  cows  moo  for  their  calves 
Old  rooster  crows  lustily 
The  sun  spreads  forth  like 

sal^e 

Gentle  breezes  move  the  flowers 

To  the  right  and  to  the  left 

Pansies  and  daffodils 

From  heavy  dew  bereft. 

The  birds,  the  flowers,  the 

mountains, 
Their  "GOOD  MORNING"  say 
The  cows,  the  sheep,  the 

chickens 
Welcome  the  break  of  day. 

THE  SHAPE  I'M  IN 
by 
Vita  Peterson 

There  is  nothing  really  the 

matter  with  me 
I'm  as  healthy  as  I  can  be 
I  have  arthritis  in  both  knees 

and  when  I  talk  I  talk  with 

a  wheeze, 
My  pulse  is  weak,  my  blood 

is  thin 
But  I'm  awfully  well  for  the 

shape  I'm  in= 
Arch  supports  I  have  for  both 

feet  or  I  would  not  be 

able  tc  walk  in  the  street 
Sleep  is  denied  me  night  after 

night 
But  every  morning  I  find  I'm 

alright 
My  memoris'  failing,  my  heads' 


in  a  spin, 
But  I'm  awfully  well  for  the 
shape  I'm  in. 

The  moral  of  this  as  the  tale 

unfolds 
Is  for  me  and  you  who  are 

growing  old 
It's  better  to  say,  I'm  fine 

with  a  grin", 
Than  to  let  folks  know  the 

shape  you  are  in. 

THE  TEACHER 

by 

Clarence  E.  Flynn 

He  never  wandered  far  from 

his  own  town. 
The  little  hamlet  where  he 

lived  and  died. 
And  yet  his  pupils  traveled  up 

and  down 
The  whole  wide  world  of  town 

and  countryside. 
He  sought  no  honor  to  adorn 

his  name 
Nor  dreamed  of  crowns  that 

tarnish  and  grow  dim; 
But  those  he  taught  achieved 

undying  fame 
And  in  their  triumph  hour 

remembered  him. 

He  had  no  time  to  mold  the 

wide  word's  life 
Or  take  a  hand  in  the  affairs 

of  state; 
But  others  did  he  send  into 

the  strife 
And  through  them  helped  to 

shape  his  people's  fate. 
He  won  no  earthly  riches 

for  himself. 
He  had  no  time  to  waste  in 

seeking  gold, 
But  every  day  bestowed  on 

him  a  pelf 
Of  love  whose  value  never 

could  be  told. 
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BUILDING  A  LIFE 
Submitted  by 
Elda  Lords 

I  cannot  see  with  my  small 

human  sight 
Why  God  should  lead  this  way 

or  that  for  me. 
I  only  know  he  has  said  "Child 

follow  me"; 
But  I  can  trust. 

I  often  wonder,  as  with  trembling 

hand 
I  cast  the  seed  along  the 

furrowed  ground 
If  ripened  fruit  for  God 

will  there  be  found: 
But  I  can  trust. 

I  may  not  draw  aside  the  mystic 

veil 
That  hides  the  unknown  from 

my  sight. 
Nor  know  if  for  me  waits  the 

dark  or  light; 
But  I  can  trust. 

JESUS  ON  THE  CROSS 

by 

Marilyn  Taylor 

Forgive  them  Father,  for  they 

know  not  what  they  do, 
These  precious  words  Jesus 

said  as  he  hung  from  the 

cross. 
How  often  should  we  think  of 

these  words 
When  things  go  wrong.   If 

we  did  there 
Would  not  be  such  a  loss. 
If  each  of  us  had  seen  Him 

suffer 
How  much  would  we  think 
There  would  be  no  robberies, 

no  killings 
No  broken  laws  to  sink. 
It  can't  be  one  but  all  of 

us  and 
That  means  you  and  me, 
Get  down  on  your  knees  and 

thank  Him 


For  Jesus  died  for  us  all. 

NOCTURNAL  REFRESHMENT 
by 
Vella  H.  Mecham 

Blaze  on  Old  Sol  with 

parching  rays, 
That  sear  the  fertile  soil 
We  fear  no  longer  murky 

days 
Of  heated,  struggling  toil. 

Your  gleaming  blaze  in  gold 

array 
On  tall  corn  tasseled  ears 
Resplendent  dazzling  vain 

display 
Some  restful  change  endears. 

Thus  sweet  refreshment  come 

anew 
While  starry  skies  yet  gleam 
On  cooling  diamond  drops  of 

dew 
Lost  freshness  to  redeem. 

The  moonbeam  misty  fragrant 

air 
Restores  spent  brawn  and 

might 
Arise  old  Sol  with  fiery 

glare, 
We  are  blessed  with  cool, 

cool  nights. 

GEM  OF  THE  MOUNTAINS 
by 
Marion  Esplin 

State  of  lakes  and  trees 

and  mountains 
Falls  of  water  fresh  and 

clear 
Meadows  filled  with  grazing 

cattle, 
Woods  inhabited  by  deer. 

Mountains  stand  aloft  in 

splendor 
Guarding  close  their  precious 

store, 
Holding  still  for  those  who 

seek  it 
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Silver,  gold  and  cooper  ore. 

Dashing  creeks  and  mighty 

rivers 
Turn  the  giant  turbine  wheel, 
Laughing  streamlets  make 

a  heaven, 
For  the  fishers  rod  and  reel. 

Orchards  teem  with  springtime 

blossoms, 
Fields  are  green  in  early 

spring, 
In  the  boughs  of  laden 

fruit  trees 
In  the  autumn,  blackbirds 

sing. 
Like  a  gem  set  in  the  mountains 

with  her  glory  all  aflame, 
Fair  beyond  all  man's  comparing, 
Idaho  has  earned  her  name. 

BIT  OF  HEAVEN 

by 

Margaret  J.  Hansen 

Deep  blue  flowers  in  a  lazy 

bowl, 
Sunshine  sleeping  on  the 

floor, 
Little  fat  cookies  cooling  on 

the  shelf, 
And  a  warm,  sweet  kiss 

waiting  at  the  door. 

WOMAN S  WAY 

by 

Margaret  J.  Hansen 

Never  thought  about  it  being 

spring 
Until  today, 
When  I  found  three  yellow 

buttercups 
Across  the  way. 
And  as  I  watched  who  should 

come  along 
But  a  cocky  meadowlark 
Whistling  such  a  cheery  song 
I  knew  it  must  be  spring 
Just  like  that! 

And  hurried  home  to  buy  myself 
A  brand  new  Easter  hat. 


FAREWELL  TO  WINTER 
by 
Thelma  Holm 

Mother  nature  lies  sleeping 

neath  her  mantle  of  white 

and  she's  wise 
But  I  hope  she  is  dreaming  of 

springtime  and  will  soon 

rub  the  sleep  from  her  eyes. 
She  must  rise  and  free  from  their 

prisons  the  ice-locked  rivers 

and  streams 
For  the  earth  is  waiting  to  be 

released  from  King  Winter's 

long  lasting  regime. 

King  Winter,  it's  time  you  were 

leaving  to  make  time  for  Miss 

Springtime's  debut 
She  will  be  here  soon  and  all 

dressed  up  in  garments  of 

various  hues. 
If  you  linger  too  long  you  may 

freeze  her  toes  and  frighten 

her  away; 
We  have  waited  so  long  for  her 

coming,  when  she  does  we 

want  her  to  stay. 

So  do  not  delay  your  departure 
too  long  you  have  reigned 
supreme 

We  are  looking  ahead  to  spring- 
time do  not  spoil  a 
beautiful  dream. 

After  the  warmth  of  the  summer 
sun  has  taken  the  chill  from 
our  veins 

When  the  harvest  is  over,  the 
work  is  all  done,  you  may 
return  again. 

MOURN  ME  NOT 

by 

Chareine  Carlson 

Mourn  me  not  when  I  die  mother 
I  love  you  still  and  through 

the  eternities  will. 
Don't  mourn  me  when  I  die, 

daughter, 
I  have  only  gone  a  little 
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farther 

Oh  my  way  to  God. 

Mourn  me  not  when  I  die  world 

I  am  but  a  little  known  soul 

Who  thou  doest  not  even  know. 

Know  me  not  friends  I  have 

met  my  end. 
k 

THE  MAN  IN  THE  RUBBER  BOOTS 
In  the  land  of  irrigation 
by 
Agnes  Just  Reid 

Where  the  desert  blooms  as  a 

rose, 
There  dwells  a  knight  in 

armour 
Whom  everyone  loves  that  knows. 
He  guides  the  little  streamlets 
To  the  famishing  stems  and 

roots 
He  carries  his  life  in  his 

shovel 
The  man  in  the  rubber  boots. 

He  doesn't  write  great  sermons, 
Nor  argue  points  at  court 
He  doesn't  rush  to  battle 
And  he  has  no  time  for  sports 
But  just  to  be  near  Nature 
He  leaves  all  other  pursuits 
And  spends  his  life  in  the  open 
Deep  in  his  rubber  boots. 

The  river  out  in  the  valley 
Where  man  has  scarcely  trod, 
Keeps  calling,  calling  to  him 
To  till  her  virgin  sod; 
And  the  song  of  the  river  is 

music 
To  him,  as  she  cries  for 

recruits, 
So  he  hurries  away  to  her 

service 
Shod  in  his  rubber  boots. 

Sometime  when  we  quit  shouting 
Of  braves  in  battle  slain, 
Of  lusitania  victims 
And  those  lost  on  the  main; 
Perhaps  we'll  sing  some  praises 
To  him  who  reaped  no  fruits, 
But  made  the  west  an  Eden 
By  toiling  in  rubber  boots. 


FAITH 
by 
by  F.  Greg  Stringham 

Faith  is  something  hoped  for 
Signs  of  things  not  seen 
Knowledge  of  a  distant  shore 
With  flowers  and  grass  so 
green. 

Faith  is  used  by  men  and  God 
To  accomplish  things  of  note 
To  raise  grain  from  desert  sod 
Or  calm  the  storm  around  the 
boat. 

Faith  was  shown  by  men  of  old 
To  heal  the  sick  or  part  the 

sea 
And  because  of  Faith  walked 

Peter — bold 
On  the  waters  of  Galilee. 

Men  had  Faith  to  make  mountains 

move 
And  to  raise  others  from  the 

dead 
Men  had  Faith  to  live  and  prove 
The  words  that  Jesus  said. 

With  Faith  men  can  live  a  life 

That's  guided  from  above 

A  life  that's  free  from  pain 

and  strife 
And  full  of  Christ's  sweet  love. 

But  Faith  is  not  a  forgotten  thing 
Though  it  seldom  can  be  found 
For  I  oft  seen  Faith  bring 
Men  to  truth  safe  and  sound. 

The  fruits  of  Faith  do  appear 
To  bring  men  ever  higher 
As  our  Savior  said  it  clear, 
"Through  baptism  by  water 
and  fire". 

And  mighty  works  will  follow 

him 
Who  has  the  Faith  to  do 
Those  things  that  were 

commanded  him 
To  do,  as  God  wants  him  to. 
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SOME  PHILOSOPHY'S  OF  LIFE 

Kindness  is  a  golden  chain  by  which  Society  is  bound  together. 

Politeness  is  the  flower  of  humanity. 

Behavior  is  a  mirror  in  which  everyone  shows  his  image. 

Selfishness  is  a  giant  that  drives  us  from  the  promise  land  of 

usefulness 
The  only  job  where  you  start  from  the  top  is  in  digging  a  hole. 
It  is  greater  to  be  trusted  than  to  be  loved. 
Courage  is  fear  that  has  said  it's  prayers. 
Work  turns  a  wish  bone  into  a  back  bone. 

If  you  don't  strike  oil  in  twenty  minutes — stop  boring,  the  mind 

can  absorb  only  what  the  seat  can  endure. 
Dross  is  — what  we  are  trying  to  get  for  nothing. 
Do  not  bite  at  the  bait  of  pleasure  until  you  know  there  is  no 

hook  underneath. 


THE  SUCCESS  FAMILY 

The  father  of  success  is  work. 

The  mother  of  success  is  righteousness  and  ambition. 

The  oldest  brother  of  success  is  common  sense. 

Some  of  the  other  brothers  are:   Perseverance,  honesty, 

enthusiasm,  cooperation. 
The  oldest  daughter  is  character. 
Some  of  her  sisters  are  cheerfulness,  loyalty, 

courtesy,  care,  economy,  harmony. 
The  baby  is  opportunity. 
Get  acquainted  with  the  whole  success  family. 


YOU  CAN'T  MISS 

If  you  make  money,  you're  a  schemer. 

If  you  loose  it,  you're  a  failure. 

If  you  invest  it  freely,  you're  a  spendthrift. 

If  you  keep  it  you're  a  miser,  and  missing  the 

good  things  in  life. 
If  you  don't  make  money,  you're  a  ne'er  do-well. 
And  if  you  get  it  without  working,  you're  a  thief, 
So  you  can't  miss. 


509 


6    /^ 


"7 


510 


511 


Xl 
K 


512 


v       -3s 


513 


514 


* 


515 


516 


*A     SIMPLE     LIFE    IS    IT'S     OWN     REWARD'.' 


517 


518 


519 


«sr% 


41 


v\ 


J^S> 


Ca» 


c 


520 


: 


' 


•' 


S. 


>j 


!; 


521 


522 


523 


. 

^  f*\ 

..'    / 

%    si 

~A 

J  (* 

\sJ 

>l 

1  1 

i 

l~>; 

524 


*r      ? 


525 


OTHERS  REMEMBERED 


The  last  is  not  for  any  reason  to  be  the  least  in  this  book. 
This  chapter  has  been  kept  open  because  of  the  several  histories 
being  received  after  the  deadline  was  made.   These  histories  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  be  placed  in  the  vocational  category  as  most 
of  the  others,  but  are  just  as  important. 

Another  reason  for  this  title  is  that  a  summary  of  all  the 
first  families  has  been  made  and  mention  has  been  made  of  some  who 
were  not  mentioned  in  the  first  edition.   Many  of  the  first  families 
are  still  residing  in  the  community  or  have  done  since  1900. * 

Mention  will  be  made  first  of  the  early  families. 

NELS  A  JUST  &  EMMA  THOMPSON  BENNETT 

Many  of  the  Justs  are  still  residing  along  the  Blackfoot  River, 
descendants  of  Nel  and  his  bride  Emma  who  started  a  great  common- 
wealth in  the  past  century.  These  two  noble  people  had  five  boys 
and  five  girls,  but  all  have  passed  on  except  James  and  Agnes  Just 
Reid.   Agnes  is  a  writer  and  has  written  about  many  of  her  people 
in  the  past. 

Several  of  the  children  have  attended  schools  at  Firth.   Many 
belong  to  Goshen  or  Blackfoot  communities.   All  who  wished  to  be 
recognized  have  been  done  so  in  the  volume  and  in  the  first  one. 

James  and  his  father  entered  into  the  canal  contracting  in 
about  1889  at  the  time  the  Idaho  Canal  was  constructed.   After  this 
project  was  finished  many  others  were  done.   This  canal  was  con- 
structed mostly  with  team  and  scraper.   All  the  blasting  was  done 
accompanied  by  hand  and  a  sledge  hammer.   However  new  graders  were 
used,  pulled  by  twelve  head  of  horses,  eight  head  on  lead  and  four 
on  a  push  wagon  behind. 
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James  and  his  father  built  and  delivered  the  first  water  on 
the  Fort  Hall  Indian  Reservation  in  1891,   That  water  was  from  the 
main  Idaho  Canal  and  not  from  the  Government  Canal.   James  also 
worked  on  the  Blackfoot  Canal,   In  1898  he  became  identified  with 
the  Shelley  Milling  Company.   In  1900  he  helped  organize  the  Bank 
in  Shelley  which  still  exists  although  under  another  name. 

James  had  over  thirty  men  working  under  him  when  he  was  only 
eighteen  years  old.   One  of  the  descendants  Charles  married  Thora 
Johnson  of  Basalt.   They  live  in  Idaho  Falls  where  Charles  has  a 
flourishing  business. 


BURRELLS 

The  Burrells  have  become  associated  in  other  places, 
histories  have  been  sent  in  for  them. 


No 


WHITMILLS 

The  Whitmills  still  have  some  descendants  around  Firth.  Others 
live  at  Idaho  Falls  and  Goshen  and  Shelley.   Some  have  changed  their 
name  by  marriage. 

LORENZO  FIRTH 

Lorenzo  Firth  had  but  one  son  to  carry  on  the  family  name.   He 
(Thomas)  was  killed  in  World  War  I.   The  town  of  Firth  was  named 
after  Firth  and  many  grandchildren  remember  and  carry  the  name.   The 
Firth  children:  Mary  Ann  (Nelson),  Emily  J.  (Robbins) ,  Alice  Mabel 
(Moore) ,  Thomas  H.  (killed  in  action) ,  Marion  (Womack) ,  Cora 
(Kimball),  Bertha  (Womack),  Jessie  (Danner) ,  Clara  Ethel  (Burgess). 
The  Firth's  buried  two  children  in  Utah  and  two  in  Basalt  Cemetery. 

WILLIAM  DYE 

William  was  the  first  bishop  after  the  town  of  Basalt  was  moved. 
The  Dye  family  histories  are  under  the  various  vocations  of  the  head 
of  the  house,  except  two  girls  who  moved  away.   These  two  girls  will 
be  mentioned  here.   Eva  married  Lewis  Nebeker  from  Pocatello.   They 
had  two  girls f   Berva  lives  in  Blackfoot  and  Ludean  lives  in  Poca- 
tello,  The  Nebekers  were  not  residents  of  Basalt  long.   Marie 
married  Wilson  Beebe  and  they  lived  in  Firth  several  years.   The 
Beebes  were  from  Oklahoma  and  took  care  of  the  headgates  at  American 
Falls  for  many  years.   The  Beebes  moved  away  to  Coltman  where  Marie 
works  for  the  Potato  Co,   The  Beebes  have  five  children:  Lavon,  Norma, 
Karen,  Zola  and  La  Mar. 

RICHARD  DYE 

Most  of  Richards  children  have  lived  around  Shelley,  Firth  and 
Goshen.   Several  have  passed  away  -  Adelaide,  Ben  Leroy  and  Arthur  - 
The  others  live  in  nearby  towns:  Pearl,  Thomas,  David,  Richard,  Clyde 
and  Jesse. 
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JOSEPH  HENRY  DYE 

All  of  Joseph  Dye's  children  were  educated,  grew  up  or  lived 
at  Basalt  or  Firth  at  some  time  in  their  lives.   All  histories  will 
be  found  in  this  volume.   Five  are  deceased.   They  are:  Ethel, 
Arvilla,  Mary,  Alma,  Hannah.   As  Radical  and  Arvilla  both  had  child- 
ren mention  will  be  made  of  them  here.   Rachael  Hale  married  Arden 
Hale.   They  lived  on  a  plot  of  land  willed  them  by  Joseph  for  a 
short  time.   This  was  in  a  house  that  had  been  moved  on  the  land 
east  of  Warrens  home.   The  Hales  moved  to  Pocatello  where  they  had 
six  children:  Mathol,  Delos,  Joyce,  Lowell,  Garda.   Garth,  a  son, 
died.   The  Hales  are  residing  in  Mesa,  Arizona  at  present.   Arvilla 
married  Ernest  Fawcett.   Their  home  was  east  of  her  father's  home 
in  Basalt.   Robert  Poulsen  has  the  place  now.   Arvilla  had  heart 
trouble.   She  stayed  at  home.   Her  husband  was  employed  by  the 
railroad.   The  Fawcetts  had  three  children:  Cecil  and  Juanita 
living,  one  deceased.   Both  parents  have  passed  away. 

ANDREW  0.  INGLESTROM 

Andrew  and  his  wife  Marie  Jacobsen  came  from  Sweden.   They  came 
to  Idaho  in  1885    Ingelscrom  worked  in  Blackfoot  and  filed  on  a 
homestead  where  the  IDAHO  SUPREME  stands  today.   Andrew  was  the 
first  bishop  in  Cedar-Point  or  Basalt,   He  was  replaced  in  1904  by 
William  Dye.   The  Inglestrom  children  are:  Anna (Johns on) ,  Elgena 
(Lyon) ,  Elizabeth  (Quinn) ,  Hilma  (Johnson) ,  Emma  (Bell) ,  Sarah 
(Loveland) ,  Charley  (deceased),  Eli  Lenor  Foley.   The  four  oldest 
girls  lived  in  and  around  Basalt-Firth  for  several  years.   They  had 
married  local  boys?   The  younger  children  married  and  moved  away. 
The  Ingelstroms  moved  to  Pocatello. 

REESE  JONES  &  CLARA  WINKS 

Reese  homesteaded  early  before  the  turn  of  the  century  where 
Ronald  Howell  lives  today.   Reese  had  two  wives.   He  married  Clara 
Winks  first.   Before  she  passed  away,  the  following  children  were 
born:  Maude  (Walter  Crofts)  Basalt;  Lester  (Rhea  Gur range)  McCammon, 
Robert  (Dora  Wright)  Cambridge,  Idaho;  Mary  (Jamison)  Payette,  Idaho, 
Clara  (Edward  Larsen) ,  Burley,  Idaho.   After  Clara's  death,  Reese 
married  Catherine  Crofts  and  the  following  children  were  born  to 
them:  Nellie  (Charles  Richards)  Wilder,  Idaho;  Ruth  (Lloyd  Linden- 
berg)  Cambridge,  Idaho;  Elmer  (Hildred  Burch)  Cambridge,  Idaho; 
Sarah  Ellen  (Nolan  Makin)  Lostine,  Oregon;  John  D.  (Joyce  Pratt) 
Lostine,  Oregon;  William  Clyde  (Fern  Burch)  Spirit  Lake,  Oregon; 
Richard  (Rhea  Higiey)  Spirit  Lake,  Oregon. 

JAMES  DYE  &  MARY  ELIZABETH  PIKE 

James    and   Mary    came    to   Basalt    about    1894.      They    lived   in   a 
lean-to   on  his  brother  William's   place   until   they  built    a   large 
two-room  house    in    1899  >      Jim   used  his    team   to  help  build    the 
canals    and  handled   and  managed  several   other    teams    on   a  horse-power 
threashing   machine.       Jim  was    a  blacksmith    and  helped   shoe   many 
horses.      He    owned    a    forge,    the    fire  box  where   metal    is   heated,    and 
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an  anvil,  an  iron  block  used  for  hammering. 

Jim  and  Mary  Elizabeth  moved  to  Pocatello  where  Jim  worked  on 
the  railroad.   When  they  returned  they  built  onto  the  house  and  made 
eight  rooms.   They  bought  their  first  automobile  in  1917,  it  was  an 
OVERLAND.   Mary  took  care  of  the  Religion  Class  in  Firth.   Jim  was 
Sunday  School  chorister.   He  also  played  the  violin. 

Jim  served  a  stake  mission  and  helped  play  for  many  dances. 

Jim  and  Mary  had  eleven  children:   Luella  (deceased):  Sarah 
Edythe  (not  married) ;  Denzil  married  Emmeline  Hanson.   They  form- 
erly lived  where  Bolinders  live  east  of  Firth,   They  live  in  Cali- 
fornia.  Grace  Adeline  married  a  Mecham.   They  live  in  Pocatello. 
Robert  Ernes  married  Mary  Arave.   They  live  in  Pocatello.   Lawrence 
Cecil  (deceased) ,   Theresa  (deceased) .   Leonard  Henry  married  a 
Bates  girl.   They  live  in  Pocatello.   Burton  married  Vivian  Frand- 
sen.   They  live  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.   Beatrice  Cynthia  married 
Marvin  Hopkins.   They  live  in  the  old  Jim  Dye  home  at  Firth   They 
have  remodeled  the  old  home.   Both  have  worked  for  R.  T.  French. 
Marvin  is  retired.   Fay  Hortense  (deceased)  never  married. 

WALTER  DYE  AND  SARAH 

Walter  came  to  Idaho  about  1894  to  help  his  brothers  work  on 
the  Cedar-Point  Canal.   He  did  much  of  the  work  east  of  Stanley 
Dyes  barn  where  the  West  Branch  crosses  the  Government  Canal.   He 
also  worked  on  the  canal  above  Basalt.   Walter  and  Jim  worked  to- 
gether.  Walter  homesteaded  south  and  east  of  Firth  where  Woodrow 
Petersen  lives.   In  1902,  Walter  and  some  others  bought  land  for 
$10,00  an  acre.   This  is  where  Walt  built  his  home,  and  brought 
his  wife,  Sarah.   They  were  married  in  1898.   Their  family  was 
raised  in  Firth.   Walter  was  water-master  for  the  Snake  River 
Valley  Canal  Co.  for  twenty  years.   He  served  faithfully  in  Stake 
and  Ward  capacities  and  filled  a  mission  to  the  Eastern  States. 

Walter  and  Sarah  had  ten  children:  Sarah  (Mitton) ;  Edna  (Barry  0.); 
Myron  (Lucy  Jensen)  Firth;  Emma  (Poole);  Vera  (Marsden,  Beebe)  south 
of  Firth;  Ethel  (Monson,  Harker)  Idaho  Falls;  Verda  (Don  Staples) 
Goshen;  Melba  (Grout,  Staples)  south  of  Firth,  on  part  of  the  old 
Walter  Dye  farm.   Don  operates  the  farm  but  rents  the  house  to  Don 
Ellsworth  and  family. 

Sarah  lived  with  her  father  for  a  time  after  the  mother  died, 
in  1944.   Walter  married  Lola  Krebs  Croft.   The  Dyes  were  both 
members  of  the  Firth  Ward.   Walter  passed  away  in  1961.   He  was  a 
stalwart  in  his  belief  and  an  asset  to  his  community. 

HYRUM  CROFTS  AND  CHARLOTTE  PASKETT 

Hyrum  and  Charlotte  built  the  rock  house  north  and  east  of  Basalt 
in  1907.   His  family  lived  with  his  grandparents  in  Basalt  while 
the  home  was  being  built.   The  grandparents  John  and  Ellen  lived 
a  block  south  and  west  of  Austin  Browns,  near  the  Government  Canal. 
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After  the  family  was  raised,  Hyrum  was  working  with  a  construction 
company  in  Colorado  where  he  was  killed  in  an  accident  in  1921. 
Both  Hyrum  and  Charlotte  are  buried  in  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   They 
had  nine  children:  Edna  Womack;  Jessie  Kiholm,  Jensen,  deceased 
February  19  72;  Blanch  Mecham  south  of  Firth;  Leatha  Mumsey  of 
SHelley,  moved  to  Tacoma,  Washington;  Hyrum  married  Luila  Christ- 
ensen.   They  live  in  California;  Jack  (Althera  Lyons)  live  in  Firth; 
Afton  (Mary  Lyons)  a  sister  to  Althera,  they  live  in  Firth;  Fama 
(Hansen)  of  Goshen;  Wayne  (deceased). 

JAMES  AND  ALICE  SESSIONS 

The  sessions  lived  in  Goshen  just  south  of  the  store  before  the 
turn  of  the  century-   They  came  from  Utah  to  Afton,  Wyoming  and 
later  to  Goshen  and  Basalt,   Alice  was  a  mid-wife,  a  graduate  from 
the  school  of  obstetrics  in  Salt  Lake  City.   She,  along  with  many 
others,  were  called  to  go  take  the  course  by  the  Relief  Socity  in 
their  various  wards-   Alice  practiced  all  over  the  valley,  espec- 
ially around  Goshen,  Firth  and  Basalt.   Alice  received  her  call 
while  in  Afton,  Wyoming  where  she  first  practiced.   Her  record 
showed  over  1  ,000  babies  she  had  deliverd  and  she  also  went  as  a 
nurse  with  the  doctors  many  times.   She  was  known  far  and  wide 
as  "Grandma  Sessions". 

The  Sessions  like  hundreds  of  others  came  to  the  Snake  River 
Valley  to  make  a  home  and  raise  a  family.   Many  of  the  towns  through 
out  the  entire  Snake  River  Valley  were  colonized  by  L.D.S. 

James  and  Alice  had  thirteen  children:  George;  James;  (Ida 
Anderson)  Layfayette,  Anna  Shandron;  Earl  (deceased);  Dorella,  John 
Jake  Bragger;  Francis  M,  (deceased);  Junius,  Mary  A.  Jensen; 
Printice  S.,  Minnie  Hess;  Orlie  T,,  Violet  Killian;  Harriett, 
Christian  Olsen;  Jesse,  Pearl  Anderson;  Gladys,  Charles  Landon; 
Lillian,  Quincy  Hess;  Alice,  Vernon  Hansen. 

Printice  is  in  Good  Samaritan  Rest  Home  and  Alice  is  in  the 
Golden  Living  in  Rexburg.   The  family  was  raised  at  Goshen  where 
they  attended  grade  school.   High  schools  were  not  available  at 
this  early  date     Submitted  by  Merl  Park 

JOSEPH  JAMES  LORDS  AND  TERESSA  FARNSWORTH 

Joseph  married  Teressa  Farnsworth,  the  daughter  of  Franklin 
Wallace  and  Anna  Rebecca  Andreasen.   Her  parents  lived  in  the 
rock  house  belonging  to  Amber  Glenn  in  Basalt. 

The  Lords  lived  south  of  Firth  for  a  time  then  moved  near 
Tolmans  on  the  Yellowstone  Highway.   They  attended  Kimball  Ward. 
No  information  was  obtained  about  their  family, 

ORVIL  BEUS  AND  FLORENCE 

After  several  attempts  to  contact  the  Beus '  no  information  was 
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obtained  more  than  from  friends.   Since  Orvil  was  a  blacksmith  for 
many  years  mention  should  be  made  of  it.   Orvil  and  Florence  pur- 
chased a  home  on  East  Center  in  Firth.   Florence  is  employed  at  the 
Woodward  Potato  Company  and  Orvil  is  mechanic  for  the  Stolworthy 
Brothers  west  and  north  of  Firth. 

Florence  was  secretary  of  the  YWMIA  in  Firth  for  several  years 
from  1942  to  1946. 

GEORGE  JACKSON  &  LOTTIE  LYON 

George  and  Lottie  lived  south  of  Firth  where  Frank  Lyons  lives. 
George  farmed  and  worked  at  the  potato  warehouses.   He  married  a 
sister  to  George  and  John  Lyon.   Vanetta  Jackson  was  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Lottie.   There  were  several  children:  May  Davis;  Delbert; 
Ted;  Vanetta;  Lorenzo;  Cecil;  and  Amy. 

The  Jackscns  came  from  Montana  to  Firth.   After  living  here 
several  years  they  moved  to  Jerome,  Idaho.   Both  parents  are  deceased, 

GUY  CURTIS  AND  VANETTA  JACKSON 

Vanetta  came  from  a  large  family.   She  had  to  help  make  her  way 
in  life.   The  Jacksons  lived  around  Firth  much  of  their  married 
lives.   Guy  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Tobitha  Richardson  Curtis. 
Joseph  had  a  farm  south  of  Firth  and  west  of  the  Herschell  Mecham 
home. 

After  Guy  and  Vanetta  were  married  they  farmed  for  a  time.   Guy 
worked  in  the  potato  warehouses.   Vanetta  was  a  bookkeeper  and  worked 
for  "CROFT  &  HONE"  for  twelve  years.   After  the  new  place  was  built 
Vanetta  helped  in  the  office.   She  was  project  secretary  when  the 
new  L.D.S.  church  was  being  built  in  1965.   She  kept  all  the  books. 

Vanetta  had  a  store  of  genealogy  material  which  she  requested 
to  be  given  to  the  LDS  GENELOGICAL  LIBRARY  after  her  death.   Vanetta 
and  Guy  never  had  a  family.   Vanetta  is  deceased. 

PAUL  G.  BACKLUND  &  SHEILA  A.  THOMPSON 

Sheila  was  born  and  raised  in  Basalt,  the  daughter  of  Mary  Ellen 
and  Cyril  Thompson.   She  attended  Firth  schools.   Paul  is  the  son 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Backlund  of  Lava  Side.   Both  Paul  and  Sheila 
are  graduates  from  Firth  High.   Sheila  is  also  a  graduate  of 
Hollywood  School  of  Beauty  in  Idaho  Falls,  in  the  class  of  1969. 

Sheila  and  Paul  worked  hard  to  move  a  house  on  their  lot  and 
get  it  ready  for  occupancy  before  they  were  married.   They  moved 
into  their  own  home  when  first  married  in  November,  19  71.   They 
have  five  comfortable  rooms  and  a  large  yard.   Both  Paul  and  Sheila 
are  employed  at  Idaho  Supreme   at  Firth.   Paul  has  been  employed 
there  for  four  years. 
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ANTON  V.  HANSEN  AND  STELLA  BUTLER 

Anton  Verm  came  with  his  brother-in-law,  V.  F.  Wooton,  from 
Newdale  to  Lava  Side  about  1925.   Anton  had  come  from  Murray, 
Utah  to  Idaho  seeking  new  horizons  and  for  unimproved  land.   The 
farm  at  Lava  Side  was  divided  with  Wooton. 

Vern  operated  the  farm  and  did  some  trucking  as  a  side  income. 

The  children  of  Stella  and  Vern  attended  Firth  High  School. 
They  are:  Arvel,  who  was  a  violinist  and  played  around  the  commu- 
nity.  He  married  Vella  Gardner  from  Rose.   Their  son  has  majored 
in  music  at  Ricks.   He  teaches  music  in  Roosevelt,  Utah.   Vella 
married  Joseph  Mecham.   They  live  in  Jameston,  Idaho.   Vella  is 
a  graduate  from  Firth  High  School  in  1932.   Vella  has  been  on 
several  STake  Boards  and  has  been  a  devoted  worker  in  all  the 
organizations.   Helen  lives  in  Reno,  Nevada.   Her  husband,  Dewey 
Farmer,  is  a  U.S.  Marshall  At  Reno.   Donna  married  Boyd  Nieder, 
an  Insurance  salesman  for  Prudential  Life  Insurance  Company,,   June 
married  Nathan  Plummer.   He  teaches  manual  arts  in  Bountiful,  Utah, 

WILLIAM  AND  SARAH  LYON  MECHAM 

William  and  Sarah  were  the  parents  of  Joseph  D,  Mecham.   They 
came  to  Firth  in  1901.   Their  children  are:  Roy,  Grace  Dye,  they 
live  at  Pocatello;  Elva,  L.  G.  Call,  of  Bancroft;  Clinton,  Elsie 
Curtis,  have  a  trailer  court  in  Blackfoot;  Avidia,  Delbert  Orton, 
Leo,  Blanc  Crofts,  of  Firth;  Melvin,  Rosella  Prestwich;  Joseph, 
Vella  Hansen  of  Jameston;  Ina5  Lee  Packer  of  Pocatello;  Nona, 
Elmo  Delle  of  Groveland;  Arvene,  Ray  Hammond;  Lowell,  Nettie 
Nelson  of  Pocatello. 

JOSEPH  D,  MECHAM  AND  VELLA  HANSEN 

Joseph  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Lyon#  Mecham.   William 
and  his  brother  Moroni  married  sisters,  Susan  and  Sarah  Lyonf. 
The  Mechams  and  Lyons  came  to  find  homes  as  did  most  of  the  early 
settlers . 

Joseph  was  raised  at  Firth  where  his  people  arrived  earlier  as 
they  came  from  Bear  Lake,  Idaho.   Joseph  attended  schools  in  Firth 

Vella  Hansen  is  the  daughter  of  A.  Vern  and  Stella  Butler 
Hansen.   Vella  commuted  from  Lava  Side  to  Firth  to  school  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  19  32.   She  worked  for  a  bank  in  Black- 
foot  instead  of  extending  her  education  into  college.   The 
practical  possibly  was  more  beneficial  than  the  book  learning. 

Vella  married  Joseph  in  19  32  and  they  commenced  their  life 
together.   Joseph  farmed  and  did  a  great  deal  of  trucking.   The 
Mechams  have  made  their  home  at  Jameston  for  the  past  several 
years . 

Vella  has  been  an  enthusiastic  researcher  in  Genealogy  and  is 
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a  dedicated  mother  and  church  worker.   At  present  she  is  Spiritual 
Living  leader  in  the  State  Relief  Society.   She  has  an  Indian 
placement  child  and  some  foster  children  whom  receive  of  her  gener- 
ous love. 

Vella  and  Joseph  have  nine  children:  Ivan  D. ,  Nyla  Bowdin; 
Vernon  D.  (deceased);  Stella  teaches  school  in  Salt  Lake;  Joseph 
(deceased);  Randy  H. ,  Linda  Tracy;  Arvel  D.  is  on  a  mission  for  the 
L.D.S.  Church;  Tony   C,  is  still  in  high  school;  Timothy  H.   is 
attending  elementary  school. 

V.  F.  WOOTON  AND  PEARL  BUTLER 

The  Wootons  and  Hansens  were  farming  at  Newdale  being  brother- 
in-laws.   They  decided  to  buy  some  land  together  at  Lava  Side  in 
1925,   This  land  was  south  and  east  of  the  Lava  Side  school  house. 
It  was  a  large  place  and  was  later  divided.   Mr.  Wooton  moved  to 
Blackfoot  and  became  county  clerk,  an  office  he  held  for  twenty 
years.   Mr.  Wooton  helped  on  many  worthwhile  projects,  such  as 
school  boards,  irrigation  boards  and  other  public  positions. 

Pearl  is  the  sister  of  Stella  Butler,  wife  of  Anton  V.  Hansen. 
Pearl  received  her  schooling  around  Rexburg  and  Newdale,  Idaho. 

After  the  senior  Wootons  moved  to  Blackfoot,  they  kept  a 
mobile  home  on  a  lot  of  their  son  Gaylens  farm.   This  was  the  same 
one  V.F.  came  to  in  1925.   He  and  Mrs.  Wooton  have  retired.   Mr. 
Wooton  is  ninety  years  old.   He  and  Pearl  have  five  children: 
Ardella  (deceased) ;  Marlow,  Alta,  Gaylen  and  Wanda.   Gaylen  married 
Bodean  Butler,  daughter  of  James  and  Helen  Butler  of  Riverview. 
They  are  operating  the  old  home  farm. 


JOSEPHINE  ARAVE  & 


AMOR 


Josephine  is  a  half-sister  to  William  Arave.   She  married 
(name  unknown)  Amor.   The  Amors  have  a  boarding  house  in  Pocatello. 
The  children  are:  Liza,  Hattie,  Nettie,  Josephine,  Daniel,  Hyrum, 
Parley,  Arthur.   Josephine  is  ninety  years  old. 

ARTHUR  E.  AND  ELLA  MARTIN 

The  Martins  lived  in  Basalt  about  1940,  then  moved  to  north 
of  Idaho  Falls.   The  Martin  children  are:  Thors  Landon;  Lila 
Carpenter;  Eugene;  Porter  G. ;   Leonard  married  Ada  Moore;  Don  M. , 
Dee,  Venna  Cooper;  Ruth  Call.   Don  graduated  from  Basalt  elementary 
in  19  36. 

W.  T.  WOMACK  AND  EDNA  CROFTS 

William  Womack  married  Edna  Crofts  who  was  raised  in  Basalt, 
the  daughter  of  Hyrum  and  Charlotte  Crofts.   William  homesteaded 
south  of  Firth  near  Wernettes.   He  is  a  brother  to  Vern  and  Floyd 
Womack,  also  raised  around  Firth.   William  operates  a  garage  in 
Pocatello.   He  is  seventy-eight  years  old.   He  left  Firth  in  1928 
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and  moved  to  Pocatello. 


DONALD  FRAKER 


The  Frakers  lived  near  Lava  Side.   Both  Don  and  his  father  owned 
farms  down  the  river.   They  did  general  farming  with  sheep,  milk 
cows  and  some  crops.   Don  belonged  to  the  Riverview  Grange.   Don's 
sister,  Patsy,  taught  school  for  several  years.   The  elderly  Frakers 
lived  just  north  of  Eldro  Reids  farm.   No  word  has  been  received 
from  the  family  and  no  one  seems  to  know  where  they  are.   It  is 
said  they  moved  to  western  Idaho  near  Weiser. 

SYLVESTER  S.  HULET  AND  MARY  DALLEY 

Sylvester  married  Mary  Dalley,  a  sister  to  John  Dalley  in 
Shelley.   Mary's  parents  were  James  and  Emma  Dalley.   The  Hulets 
had  a  son  Leonard  who  lived  in  Basalt  about  1929-30.   Leonard  has 
a  brother,  Albert,  in  Idaho  Falls. 

Leonard  and  his  wife  had  small  children  too  young  to  attend 
school  while  in  Basalt,   His  wifes  name  was  Gladys.   The  senior 
Hulets  lived  with  Leonard  and  Gladys.   The  Hulets  moved  to  Preston 
from  Basalt, 

HEBER  HANSEN  AND  MYRTLE  SIMMONS 

Heber  and  Myrtle  lived  at  Goshen  for  eighteen  years  where 
Heber  operated  a  large  farm  south  of  the  Goshen  townsite.   The 
children  attended  Presto  school  and  belonged  to  Goshen  Ward. 
After  the  Hansens  left  Goshen  they  moved  to  Riverview  and  operated 
the  farm  Felix  Johnson  sold  just  recently.   The  farm  is  one-half 
mile  from  the  Firth  bridge.   The  Hansens  belonged  to  Firth  Ward. 
After  the  Hansens  farmed  here  for  four  years  they  moved  to  Burley , 
I  d  ah  o . 

Eight  children  came  to  the  Hansens:   Two  are  deceased.   Joy 
Staples  lives  at  Twin  Falls  where  she  is  a  telphone  operator. 
Dean  lives  in  California.   Max  married  Marceine  McBride.   They 
live  in  California,   Glen  married  Marilyn  Neilsen.  Glen  is 
employed  at  AEC,   They  live  at  Shelley  where  Glen  is  Sunday 
School  Superintendent. 

Harold  married  Clarice  Longhurst.   They  are  in  New  York. 
Jim  is  a  professor  in  Seattle. 

JACK  AND  CLEO  PREIST 

Jack  was  raised  around  Taylor  and  James  ton.   He  and  Cleo  rented 
farms  for  many  years.   In  their  many  moves  they  became  acquainted 
with  a  host  of  friends.   In  1934  the  Preists  rented  south  of  Firth, 
the  old  Hoff  place.   The  house  was  dismantled  last  year  and  a  new 
home  has  been  built  there  by  Mr.  Mecham.   The  Preists  were  there 
for  many  years.   They  moved  away  for  five  years  and  returned  to 
rent  the  Lorenzo  Firth  farm  just  south  of  the  town.   This  was  before 
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1940   as    the   Chapmans  bought    the   farm  about    that    time. 

Cleo  was    president   of    the  YWMIA  while   at   Firth.      While   the 
Preists    lived   in   Firth  Melba,    their  only   girl,  was   married   to 
Walter  Chris tensen.      They  had  both    attended   Firth   High   School. 

The  next    five  years    after    they   left    the  second   time  was   spent 
in  Osgood,      In   1945,    the   Preists   purchased   a   farm  in  Jamestown 
where    they   resided   until   1967  when   they   sold   out    to  Dee   Rawson, 
the   school  principal,    at    Shelley.      Jack's   health  would  not   permit 
him  to   farm  so   the  Preists   purchased   a  home   in   Shelley, 

In  1969  while  returning  from  the  doctor,  Cleo  was  driving 
and  she  lost  her  vision  for  a  moment  and  hit  the  cement  bridge 
on  the  factory  road.   Jack  never  recovered  from  the  accident. 
Cleo  is  still  residing  in  Shelley  and  is  recovering  from  a 
broken  hip  with  the  assistance  of  good  neighbors. 

Jack  and  Cleo  have  three  children:  Melba  married  Walter  Christ- 
ensen.   They  reside  in  Shelley.   Vernon  married  Betty  Stephenson. 
Monte  married  Leona  Mann  of  Idaho  Falls.   One  baby  is  deceased. 
Cleo  has  twelve  grandchildren  and  twelve  great  grandchildren. 

GEORGE  MONSON  AND  JANE  E.  HESS 

George  and  Jane  were  married  in  189  7  just  before  the  two  towns 
were  started  and  Basalt  was  moved  away  from  the  railroad  track  as 
they  were  to  be  widened  and  the  track  raised.   Jane  is  the  daughter 
of  Moroni  and  Emily  Smith  Hess.   They  lived  south  of  Firth  where 
the  Prestwichs  live  today.   Moroni  came  from  Farmington,  Utah  and 
bought  160  acres  along  the  tracks.   His  farm  extended  to  the  Snake 
River  on  the  west. 

The  Hess  children  attended  a  school  in  the  house  the  Dyes 
had  built  on  their  farm.   There  were  no  ditches,  no  water,  not 
much  feed  for  stock.   All  culinary  water  was  hauled  from  the  river 
in  barrels,   A  small  garden  was  kept  alive  by  carrying  water  to  it. 
Many  tramps  would  come  in  on  the  frieght  cars  and  would  stop  and 
ask  for  food.   Mrs.  Hess  would  have  them  chop  some  wood  while  she 
prepared  them  food,   The  place  had  shade  and  people  on  the  highway 
would  stop  and  rest  in  the  shade,  to  eat  their  lunch  and  feed 
their  horses,  as  all  travel  was  by  team  except  the  rails. 

The  family  attended  church  in  a  little  log  church  in  old  Basalt. 
(Possibly  the  one  near  the  Bailey  place.)   Jake  Hutchinson  was 
related  to  the  Hess'.   He  lived  north  and  east  from  them  on  the 
Wolverine  Road, 

When  Mrs.  Hess  was  ill  one  time  the  Basalt  Relief  Society,  Maria 
Inglestrom,  Marie  Jensen,  and  Ellen  Croft  came  and  took  care  of  her. 
Alice  Sessions,  the  mid-wife,  was  called  in  but  the  mother  passed 
away.   Emily  was  buried  in  the  Basalt  Cemetery.   Moroni  moved  to 
Goshen  and  made  another  home  for  his  family.   Later  he  married  Nellie 
Barkdull. 
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Minnie  Hess  was  the  organist  in  Goshen  Ward  for  many  years. 
She  married  Prentice  Sessions.   Their  story  is  found  elsewhere. 

LORIN  WALKER  AND  SARAH  WALKER 

The  Walkers  lived  in  Basalt  across  the  street  north  of  Tena 
Bergs  in  the  tall  house  where  the  Ellsworths  lived.   The  older 
children  were  out  of  school  when  the  Walkers  were  there  but  the 
three  younger  children  attended  Basalt  elementary.   Their  names 
are:  Laura,  Ray,  Eunice,  Coral,  May,  Ethel,  Lois,  Ada,  Beryl 
and  Franklin, 

DANIEL  AND  ESTER  OLSEN 

Daniel  was  a  school  teacher.   He  and  his  family  bought  the 
place  where  Bryant  Stringham  lives  from  Parley  Rigby  in  19  33. 
Daniel  sold  to  Stringhams  in  1942.   Daniel  leased  the  place  out 
to  a  Japanese  and  other  tenents  for  some  years  while  he  was  teach- 
ing in  Kuna,  Idaho.   The  Olsens  had  some  children  but  their  names 
are  not  known   The  Olsens  are  still  residing  at  Kuna,  Idaho. 

JAMES  M.  SESSIONS  AND  ALICE  BYINGTON 

The  Sessions  moved  from  Star  Valley  to  Goshen  in  1898  by 
way  of  Soda  Springs  and  Cellars  Creek.   The  children  drove  the 
milk  cows.   It  took  five  days  to  cover  the  distance  in  covered 
wagons  with  horses. 

James  purchased  eighty  acres  four  miles  east  of  Basalt, 
almost  in  Goshen,   The  family  had  to  grub  the  sage  brush  and 
clear  the  land  for  cultivation.   The  rabbits  were  so  plentiful 
the  boys  and  men  would  kill  them  and  sell  the  ears  for  a  penny 
each. 

Prentice  said  he  remembers  when  he  had  to  wear  ruffles  and 
knee  pants.   He  disliked  both  of  them, 

AXEL  HOLM  AND  CAROLINE  HOLM 

The  Holms  were  early  comers  at  Riverview.   The  older  people 
remember  one  family  living  where  Fred  Mitchell  lives  now  and 
another  family  living  where  Mickelsons  live.   Axel  and  Caroline 
had  five  sons:  Edwin,  Axel,  Elmer,  Everett  and  Arthur. 

Arthur's  father  lived  where  Haradas  live.   Arthur  was  a  real 
small  boy  and  does  not  remember  where  the  relatives  lived. 

Arthur  married  Thelma  Heyward,   They  live  north  and  east  of 
Basalt. 

Axel  and  Caroline  had  a  son  Hjalmar  who  married  Anna  Erickson 

ERVIN  BIGELOW  AND  VADA  ROBINSON 

Vada  was  a  sister  to  Ellis  Robinson.   She  was  raised  around 
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Basalt,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Williams  Robinson.  Vada 
was  an  ardent  worker  in  the  various  auxiliaries  of  the  L.D.S.  ward. 
She  married  Dewey  Peterson.   Vada  and  her  son  died  the  same  day. 

WALTER  CHRISTOFFERSON  AND  MYRTLE  TEEPLES 

The  Christof fersons  lived  in  Basalt  in  1917  where  Chris   and 
Cora  Hansen  live  today.   Walter  and  Myrtle  were  married  in  1917. 
Myrtle  is  a  sister  to  Belle  Hansen,  George's  wife.   She  had 
another  sister  who  formerly  lived  in  Basalt,  Victor  Frandsen's 
wife,  Luella  Teeples  Frandsen. 

INGEBORG  BOLSTAD  AND  ARNEY 

Ingeborg  was  a  Weeding  girl.  The  Weedings  lived  north  of  Elmo 
Crooks  in  a  little  house  near  the  railroad  tracks.  This  house  has 
been  removed  and  Irvan  and  Vera  Beebe  have  a  new  home  there  today. 

Ingeborg  married  Arney  Bolstad.   Both  were  of  Norwegian  descent, 
The  Bolstads  lived  north  of  the  Ed  Manion  home  in  Firth.   The 
Bolstads  moved  to  Salt  Lake  many  years  ago.   The  Bolstads  had  two 
children:  Hans  and  Anna. 

Hans  attended  schools  and  filled  a  mission  from  the  Firth  Ward 
to  the  Western  States  in  1941-43.   He  served  in  the  service  of 
his  country  while  at  Firth.   Hans  married  a  Croft  Girl.   They  live 
in  Salt  Lake  where  Hans  is  post-master. 

JOHN  0.  MC  GARY  AND  ELIZABETH  HARKER 

The  McGary's  lived  at  Basalt  for  some  time.  They  rented  farms 
and  moved  often.   The  Mc  Gary's  farmed  most  of  their  lives. 

The  children  are:  Hazel,  Bradley;  Nora,Bolander ;  Nelle,  Oler; 
Owen,  Lillian  David;  David,  Esther  Staples;  Job  W. ,  Anna  I.  Hess; 
Velma,  Newell  Payne;  Mary  Lou,  Hugh  Galloway;  Elizabeth,  Edwin  J. 
Freeman;  Charles  A, ,  Alice  Butte. 

JOSEPH  D.  PRATT  AND  MARGARET  JONES 

Joseph  Pratt  married  Margaret  Jones.   Joseph  was  a  brother  to 
Lettie  Dunn.   The  Dunns  live  on  the  bank  of  the  Cedar  Point  Canal 
in  Basalt  where  Harvey's  live  now.   The  Pratts  lived  in  the  rock 
house  belonging  to  Clara  Copa  on  the  west  street  of  Basalt.   They 
were  in  Basalt  but  a  short  time  when  they  moved  to  Aberdeen,  Idaho. 

F.  L  ROBBINS 

A  family  of  Robbins  lived  where  the  Kotters  live.   They  were 
active  L.D.S.  members  but  have  not  been  identified  as  this  Robbins. 
No  response  from  the  family. 

GEORGE  HIGGINS  AND  RUTH  MAE 

George  married  a  Baremen  girl  who  passed  away  real  young.   He 
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married  Ruth.   They  lived  in  the  little  log  house  north  of  Darwin 
Jolley's  near  Sand  Creek.   They  were  poor  people  and  rode  to 
church  in  a  wagon.   The  names  of  the  children  not  made  known. 

CHARLEY  ALLEN  &  ADA 

The  Aliens  lived  south  of  Edward  Webbs  on  the  corner  south 
of  Firth.   Charley  was  a  cousin  to  Ellen  Jensen.   Charley  was  the 
butcher  in  the  store  Corgetelli  built.   The  Aliens  moved  to  Driggs , 
Idaho. 

JAMES  PETERSEN  AND  EDNA 

James  and  his  family  lived  where  the  Harvey's  live.   They  did 
not  have  much  of  the  worlds  possessions.   They  had  a  dry  farm  on 
Cedar  Creek  in  the  hills.   One  of  the  boys,  Andrew,  had  taken 
scouting  and  knew  exactly  what  to  do  when  his  sister  was  bitten 
by  a  rattle  snake.   He  sucked  the  poison  from  her  leg  and  saved 
her  life. 

The  Petersen  children  are:  Andrew,  Goldie,  Letha,  Charles, 
Mickey. 

MAXFIELDS 

A  widow  lived  near  the  government  canal  west  of  Austin  Brown's. 
She  was  sickly  and  had  no  children. 

BATEMANS 

There  were  several  families  of  Batemens  who  lived  on  the  Sugar 
Factory  road.   Some  of  them  attended  Basalt  Ward.   George  Larson's 
wife,  Laura,  was  a  Batemen   girl.   Gail  Robinson's  wife  is  a 
Batemen  girl. 

HEBERSON'S 

The  Heberson's  were   related    to  Bertha  Johnson.      They   lived   on 
the   Goshen  highway. 

CLEGGS 

Mr,  Clegg  was  a  section  foreman  on  the  railroad  around  Firth 
for  many  years.   Caroline  was  the  name  of  his  wife.   No  further 
information  has  been  found. 

REUBEN  BELNAP  AND  LUCIEN  HAMMON 

The  Belnaps  came  from  Weber,  Utah  to  Wilford,  Idaho.   Reuben 
was  with  his  parents  when  they  came.   He  is  the  son  of  Gilbert 
Belnap  who  was  born  in  Canada  and  Adeline  White  who  was  from  New 
York  State, 

Reuben  and  Lucien  were  married  in  1870.   In  1899  the  Belnaps 
to  a  160  acre  farm  at  Basalt.   The  farm  ran  from  the  Yellowstone 
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Highway  to  the  Snake  River  on  the  west.   The  farm  had  two  houses 
that  were  moved  together  to  make  a  five  room  house.   This  home 
was  not  too  far  from  the  depot,  and  is  still  near  the  highway 
north  of  Firth. 

Reuben  was  released  from  being  Bishop  of  Wilford  Ward  in 
1898.   He  was  called  on  a  mission  to  California  in  1900. 

The  Belnaps  built  two  homes  in  Basalt  and  also  one  in  Firth. 
He  was  a  builder  by  trade.   Reuben  built  the  house  where  Lawrence 
Fallis  lives  and  the  home  where  Jensen  lives. 

Reuben  was  president  of  the  High  Priests  of  Bingham  Stake. 
He  was  called  to  be  clerk  of  the  village  board  of  Basalt  where 
he  replaced  J.  C,  Quinn  in  1908.   Reuben  helped  lay  out  the 
town  of  Basalt  townsite. 

ROBERT  E,  LEATHAM  AND  RACHEAL  GARRETT 

The  Leathams  were  from  Wellsville,  Utah.   The  children  were: 
Raymond  married  Susan  Porter;  Christina  (deceased);  Robert  E. 
married   Ida  George;  Florence  married  Fred  Bradshaw;  Levi 
married  Ivy  Rose.   Levi  and  Ivy  lived  in  Shelley  and  raised  a 
large  family  there;  Jennie  married  Archie  Crossman;  William 
married  Freda  Johnson;  Harold  married  Florence  Anderson.   They 
live  at  Shelley;  Kate  married  Olan  F.  Jacob ;Reed  married  Mae 
Richardson;  Eva  married  Charles  Davenport. 

RAYMOND  LEATHAM  AND  SUSAN  PORTER 

Raymond  was  born  in  Wellsville,  Utah.   In  1908  he  moved  to 
Cache  near  Teton  Basin.   In  the  spring  of  1911  he  moved  to  Twin 
Groves  and  later  to  Lava  Hot  Springs.   He  married  Susan  Porter 
from  Bear  Lake.   They  had  four  boys  who  are  deceased.   Four 
girls  lived.   They  are:  Mabel  of  Pocatello;  Leona;  Evelyn  who 
moved  to  Washington  State  and  Florence. 

While  Raymond  lived  in  Cache,  Twin  Groves  and  Lava  he  was  in 
the  Bishopric.   In  1918,  he  went  over  seas  with  the  armed  forces. 
He  was  with  the  45th  Division.   Later  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Coast  Artillery.-   He  was  at  the  battle  of  Metz  France  in  World 
War  I.   In  1919  he  was  discharged. 

In  1940  Leathams  moved  to  Basalt,  on  the  corner  where  Barn- 
harts  live.   Raymond  homes teaded  on  the  Blackfoot  River.   He 
was  a  studious  man  and  was  always  reading. 

Evelyn  Leatham  was  an  officer  in  the  first  DUP  in  Basalt  in 
1947.   Elva  Frandsen  was  Captain. 

The  Leathams  moved  away  from  Basalt  years  ago. 


539 


DO  YOU  REMEMBER: 

Do  you   remember  when   the   Fox  District  was  below  Wapello?      And  when 
it  was    dissolved   and  merged   into  District   #59.      This  was    in  July, 
1895. 

When   the  main   road   out    of   Basalt  was    over   the   canal  north   of   the 
present    townsite?      This  was   near  Tena  Bergs    old  home. 

When  Milon  Andrus   moved   the   Fox  School  house   to  Lorin  Hansens    in 
1901? 

When  high   school  was  held   above   Ramsey's   Store?      When  Ben  Boling 
taught  manual   training   in   the  basement   of    the   Lutheran   Church? 
When  Boling   lived   in   the  house  west   of    the   Lumber   Company? 

Do  you   remember   the   Penny   Parade   for  subscriptions    to   the  Hawaiian 
Temple   in  June,    1916?      When   the  Relief   Society   raised   $29.09    for 
the   same   thing? 

When  Bingham  Stake  was    divided    3  Mar.    1913-14   and   the  stake   reor- 
ganizations   of   the   Shelley   Stake  was    from  the  Wards? 

Do  you  remember  who  built  the  rock  house  in  Firth  near  the  elevator? 
Was  it  Whitmill?   Ramsey?   or  Lockyer?   Or  was  it  Pete  Corgetelli? 

When  Sandy  Robertson   lived   in   a  house  north   of   Duff   Quinn's? 

When  Jake   Robertson   and  his  wife  Janet    lived  where  Duff   lives   now? 

When   Pete   Corgetelli  built    the  house  where  Lawrence  Thorstenberg 
lives    on   the   street   north   of   Duffs.      Lawrence  married   a  Bloomquist 
girl  -   name  not    remembered. 

When  Elizabeth  Wadsworth   delivered  babies    in  Basalt   and   Firth?      She 
was    a  mid-wife. 

When  Joseph   Searle   and  his  wife  Eliza   came   from  Payson,    Utah    and 
lived   in   a   little  house  near   Lillian   Esplin  Young?      They  had   two 
children,    Rhoda   and  Nellie,   born   at   Basalt.      The   Searles    returned 
to   Utah. 

When   the   two  Armstrong  brothers   married   two  sisters,    the  Thompson 
girls? 

Do  you  remember  when  night    classes  were  held  back   in   1913? 

Do  you   remember  when   the  Laabs    Cheese   Factory  was    in   the   south    end 
of  Mr.    Firth's    field,   west    of    the   Dye   School   about    1925-26?      And 
the  waste   from  the    factory  was    emptied   into    the    canal? 
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When  Francis  Jorgensen  was  killed  from  the  fumes  from  a  cess  pool? 
He  married  Reva  Hendricks? 

When  Mack  Fackerel  married  Roderic  Millars  sister  and  they  lived 
in  Shelley? 

When  Albert  Nilsson  was  a  blacksmith  and  moved  to  Fort  Hall  from 
Basalt?  He  was  Gladys  Esplin's  father. 

Do  you  remember  when  farmers  took  their  wheat  to  the  old  mill  west 
of  Shelley  to  have  it  made  into  flour,  before  the  Firth  Mill  was 
built? 

When  Amasa  Crony  gathered  all  the  musical  instruments  from  the 
first  band  and  had  directed  a  band  that  played  for  ball  games,  and 
programs?   The  players  had  no  uniforms. 

When  Orville  and  Lizzie  Godfrey  built  a  home  on  Sand  Creek?   He 
was  a  carpenter.   They  moved  to  Emmett. 

When  Henry  Whitmill  drove  a  school  wagon  and  sleigh  from  Leonard 
Cox's  to  Baileys? 


541 


IN  CONCLUSION 

This  concludes  seventy  years  of  history  of  Basalt-Firth 
in  the  twentieth  Century,  one  of  the  most  progressive  eras 
of  all  time.   During  these  years  great  inventions  of  commun- 
ication, transportation,  and  education  have  brought  the 
people  of  another  nation  only  minutes  from  us ,  and  the  long 
expected  exploration  of  the  moon  and  its  orbit  has  been 
accomplished.   By  the  advanced  experiments  of  science  the 
human  heart  has  been  opened  and  replaced  in  man,  new  food 
discoveries  and  healing  qualities  have  been  brought  to  light 
and  use. 

With  all  this  new  generation  has  come  the  greatest  oppor- 
tunity for  man  to  improve  his  mind  and  living  conditions  if 
he  has  the  desire  to  do  so.   Education  has  advanced  greatly 
from  the  little  log  school  house  of  seventy  years  ago,  to 
beautiful  adequate,  modern  schools  and  colleges,  and  by  all 
employees  having  a  convenient  and  well  equipped  factory  or 
shop  to  work  in. 

Let  us  be  grateful  for  a  progressive  land  of  freedom  and 
for  the  many  resources  of  an  area  where  wealth  and  opportunity 
abounds,  the  rich  Snake  River  Valley. 

The  main  object  of  this  locality  history  was  to  put  Basalt- 
Firth  in  their  rightful  places  as  progressive  towns  of  an 
abundant  commonwealth.   People  from  these  towns  have  taken 
a  prominent  place  among  the  great  ones  of  the  state.   To  all 
who  have  contributed  with  story,  history  or  verse  I  leave  a 
heart  felt   Thanks. 


Miranda  C.  Stringham 
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WHERE  TO  LOOK  IN  THE  BIBLE 


When  things  look  blue  read  Isaiah,  Chapter  40. 

When  tempted  to  do  wrong,  read  the  139th  Psalm. 

If  you  are  facing  a  crisis,  read  the  46th  Psalm. 

When  you  are  discouraged  think  over  Psalm  23. 

If  you  are  bored,  read  Psalms  103  and  104 — or  Job  Chapter  38-40. 

When  business  is  poor,  read  over  Psalm  37. 

When  you  are  lonely  or  fearful,  read  over  Psalm  27. 

When  you  are  anxious  for  dear  ones,  read  the  107th  Psalm. 

When  you  plan  your  budget,  read  Luke,  Chapter  19. 

To  live  successfully  with  your  fellowmen,  follow  Romans  Chapter  12. 

If  you  are  sick  or  in  pain,  read  Psalm  91. 

When  you  are  to  leave  home  for  labor  or  travel  carry  Psalm  121. 

When  you  are  very  weary,  seek  Matt.  11:  28-30;  and  Romans  8:30-39. 

When  everything  seems  to  be  going  from  bad  to  worse,  try  2  Timothy  3 

The  best  investment  is  described  in  Matthew,  Chapter  6. 

Does  God  figure  in  our  national  life?   Read  Deuteronemy,  Chapter  8. 

When  your  friends  seem  to  go  back  on  you,  hold  fast  to  I  Corinthians 

13. 
For  an  inward  peace,  consider  the  14th  Chapter  of  St.  John. 
Have  you  been  placed  in  a  position  of  great  responsibility,  read 

Joshua,  Chapter  1. 
If  you  have  been  bereaved,  there  is  a  message  for  you  in  I  Cor.  15, 

and  Reve  21. 
For  a  stirring  record  of  what  trust  in  God  can  do,  read  Hebrews 

Chapter  11. 
If  you  are  satisfied  with  being  "well-to-do",  read  St.  Luke 

Chapters  15-16. 
If  you  have  experienced  severe  losses,  read  the  last  verse  of  8 

Romans . 
If  you  are  having  to  put  up  a  stiff  fight,  there  is  fine  equipment 

listed  at  the  end  of  Ephesians. 
When  you  have  sinned,  read  1  John  1;  Isaiah  53;  and  make  Psalm 

51  your  prayer. 


From  the  Editor 


^^^Hvint! 


20TH  CENTURY  TRANSPORTATION  1971 


SPACE  1971 


1971  MERCURY 


\V\V 


XNDV 


STREAMLINER 


GREYHOUND  BUSES 


OCEANLINER 


' 


19TH  CENTURY  TRANSPORTATION 


1840-1869 


STAGE  COACH  1900-1918 


TRANSPORTATION  -  ANY  AGE 


PRAIRIE  SCHOONER  1850-1869 


RAYMOND  YOUNG  AND  LILLUAN  ARMSTRONG  ESPLIN 

Lillian  was  the  second  child  born  to  William  Franklin  and 
Ellen  Hunter  Armstrong.   She  was  born  in  Enoch,  Utah.   Her  bro- 
thers and  sisters  were:   Leona ,  (then  Lillian),  E.  Franklin 
(Bud),  Berniece,  Clyde  H. ,  and  Wallace  L. 

The  Armstrongs  were  diversified  farmers;  they  raised  a  few 
sheep,  grain,  hay,  and  had  dairy  cows.   William  fattened  hogs 
as  another  source  of  income. 

Lillian  helped  with  the  farm  work  and  chores ,   She  attended 
school  in  one  of  those  one  room  school  houses.   She  graduated 
with  honors  from  the  eighth  grade.   In  those  times,  this  gradua- 
tion was  as  important  as  a  high  school  graduation.   To  gain  a 
high  school  education,  the  rural  students  had  to  move  into  a 
larger  town  and  work  for  their  board.   This  Lillian  did,  so 
she  could  attend  Cedar  City  High  School.   She  attended  one  year 
at  the  Branch  College  in  Cedar  City,  where  she  majored  in  music 
and  opera.   She  taught  Sunday  School  through  her  teens. 

Attending  the  college  at  the  same  time  was  an  attractive 
and  dashing  young  man  by  the  name  of  Carolyle  Esplin,  the  son 
of  George  W.  and  Caroline  Haight  Esplin  from  Orderville.   This 
acquaintance  blossomed  into  a  beautiful  romance,  and  the  couple 
was  married  June  29,  1927.   Carolyle  was  called  on  a  mission  to 
California  shortly  after  they  were  married.   He  left  Lillian 
home  because  she  was  expecf'ng  their  first  child,  Dalyle.   After 
the  baby  was  born,  Lillian  went  to  California  and  stayed  with 
her  husband,  as  a  missionary,  for  six  months.   Mrs.  Armstrong 
kept  the  baby  until  they  returned  in  1929. 

In  the  spring  of  1944,  Carolyle,  and  his  brother,  Wayne, 
along  with  their  families,  came  to  Idaho.   They  bought  the  Cor- 
getelli  place  where  Lillian  lives  today.   Later,  Carolyle  bought 
Wayne  out  and  became  sole  owner.   The  Esplins  brought  a  team  and 
a  pony,  five  milk  cows,  and  three  heifers.   From  this  they  had 
a  dairy  herd  of  fifty  cows. 

Carolyle  and  Lillian  lived  in  a  little  white  house  for 
three  years,  and  were  in  the  process  of  building  the  red  brick 
house  when  Carolyle  was  killed  in  a  pickup/ train  collision. 
She  and  the  boys  finished  their  new  home,  and  moved  into  it 
that  fall,   Her  sister  and  family  helped  them  get  established 
againc   Carolyle  died  June  13,  1947. 

The  Esplin  children  are:   Dalyle,  who  graduated  from  Shelley 
High  School,  attended  Ricks  College,  filled  a  two  year  mission  to 
North  Central  States,  married  Jean  Poison  from  Shelley,  farmed 
for  years,  and  at  present,  is  in  the  real  estate  business  in 
Blackfoot,   They  live  in  Rockford, 

Ronald  was  a  firth  graduate,  attended  Ricks  College,  took 
over  the  dairy,  married  Carol  Ann  Holm,  and  is  a  potato  farmer. 
They  built  a  modern  brick  home,.   They  have  a  dairy  herd  of 
eighty  cows.   They  have  five  children. 
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Elouise  was  a  graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  had  four  terms 
at  Ricks  College,  worked  for  Challenge  in  Idaho  Falls,  Thikol  in 
Brigham  City,  and  for  Geneva  Steel  in  Provo .   She  helped  send 
her  husband,  Ronald  K.  Fielding,  through  college.   They  have  five 
girls. 

Gerald  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  attended  B.Y.U. 
for  two  years,  filled  a  mission  to  the  Central  States,  graduated 
from  Utah  State  University,  taught  school  in  Ashton  and  in  Ari- 
zona.  He  married  Annette  Stucki.   Gerald  is  a  geologist  for 
Simplots,   They  live  in  Blackfoot,  and  have  two  boys. 

Larry  graduated  from  Firth  High  School,  served  as  a  mis- 
sionary in  England  for  two  years,  graduated  from  Utah  State  Uni- 
versity, and  married  Janette  Tew.   Larry  is  an  accountant  in 
Salt  Lake  City.   They  have  three  boys. 

In  May,  1959,  Lillian  married  Raymond  Young  from  Ririe.   He 
graduated  from  Ucon  High  School,  and  served  a  two  year  mission 
in  Tahiti.   His  first  wife,  Donna  Smith,  is  deceased.   She  was 
from  Logan,  Utah.   They  had  three  children:   Rae  Jean,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  Firth  High  School,  and  the  L.D.S.  School  of  Nursing. 
She  teaches  in  U.C.L.A.  in  California.   William  James  is  a 
Firth  graduate,  and  filled  a  two  year  mission  in  Uruguay,  South 
America.   He  graduated  from  B.Y.U. ,  and  married  Sherri  Long. 
They  live  in  Or  em.   They  have  two  boys. 

Robert  S.  operates  a  ranch  in  Salmon. 

Raymond  has  been  a  stockman  all  his  life.   He  and  Lillian 
had  a  dairy  herd  for  many  years.   They  sold  out  in  1970,  and 
built  a  winter  home  in  Mesa  Valley.   They  spend  each  winter  with 
their  aging  mothers. 

Raymond  has  been  Sunday  School  Superintendent  in  the  Lemhi 
Stake,  and  Ward  Superintendent  in  Basalt.  He  is  a  Home  Teacher 
and  a  High  Priest. 

Lillian  was  in  the  Presidency  of  the  Y. W.M.I. A.  in  the 
Shelley  First  Ward,  Relief  Society  President  in  Basalt  for  one 
year,  in  the  Shelley  Stake  M.I. A.  for  three  years,  and  has  taught 
Sunday  School  and  M.I. A.  all  her  life. 


544 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


INTRODUCTION  AND  ORIGIN  OF  BASALT-FIRTH 

1  County  Commissioner's  Record 

2  Minutes  of  Town  Board  of  Basalt 

3  From  A  Warranty  Deed  of  1924 

4  L.D.S.  Records  and  Town  Minutes 

5  U.  S.  Postal  Record 

6  Official  Description  in  Bingham  County  Plats 

7  County  Commissioner's  Record 

8  Railroad  Schedule  of  Union  Pacific  Railroad 

9  Taken  from  Old  Town  Minutes  Since  1937 


HISTORY  OF  POTATOES  AND  IDAHO  POTATO  GROWERS 

I   Taken  from  American  Encyclopedia 

Taken  from  the  List  of  Idaho  Potato  Growers 
Information  Obtained  from  Charter  Members  of  Idaho 
Potato  Growers 

4   Information  Obtained  from  Garth  Holm  Potato  Company 


III    -  iSTAL  SERVICE 

1  Charles  Criddle  Life  Story 

2  From  Vita  Criddle  Christensen 

3  Western  Farmers 

4  Basalt  Minutes  of  Town  Board 

5  Life  History  of  Lynn  A.  Dye  by  his  wife  Vita  Dye 

6  Postal  N.R.T.A.  Journal  -  Used  by  Permission 

7  Clara  Copa ' s  Life  History 

8  Life  Sketch  of  Whiting  Family 

9  A,  B,  C,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  K,  Obtained  from  U.  S. 
Postal  Service 

10  From  David  Burton  Johnson 

11  From  Daphne  Jemmett,  Old  Time  Resident  of  Aldridge 


IV    CHURCHES,  CUSTODIANS,  MISSIONARIES,  AUXILIARIES, 
SEiMINARIES 

1  Brochure  of  Assembly  of  God  Church  by  Permission  of 
Ebba  Cederberg 

2  From  Mrs.  Vincent  Reid,  Secretary  of  Bethel  Lutheran 
Church 

3  From  L.D.S.  Ward  First  Members,  Joseph  Dye,  Marie  Jensen 
and  Elgena  Inglestrom 


545 


',' 


4  From  Church  History  Appendix,  the  Same  For  All  L.D.S.  in 
All  the  World 

5  From  Research  of  Personal  Histories  of  Custodians 

6  From  Firth  Ward  Record 

7  Taken  from  the  Firth  Chapel  Dedication  Program 

8  Obtained  from  Microfilms  of  Basalt  Ward,  and  Shelley  Stake 
Records  Since  1952 

9  Obtained  from  Firth  Ward  Microfilms,  and  Shelley  Stake 
Records  Since  1952 

10  Information  from  Elgena  Lyons  and  Early  Minutes 

11  Information  from  Vita  Dye  Taken  from  Sunday  School  Jubilee 
History 

12  Early  Happenings  from  Personal  Histories 

13  Obtained  from  Basalt  Ward  Records 

14  From  Microfilm  Records  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

15  From  Microfilm  Records  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

16  From  Basalt  Ward  Records  in  Basalt,  Idaho 

17  From  Church  Historians  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
17a  From  Church  Historians  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

18  From  Firth  Ward  Records  by  Permission  of  the  Ward  Clerk 

19  From  Ward  Records 

20  Used  by  Permission  of  Firth  Ward  Primary 

21  From  Goshen-Basalt-Firth  Seminary  District 

22  Story  Submitted  by  Wilma  Miles  Madsen 


V 


HOMESTEADING 


1  Information  Taken  From  Illustrated  Encyclopedia 

2  Taken  From  John  Miles  Family  History,  Submitted  by  Wilma 
Miles  Madsen 

3  John  Dial ' s  Own  Story 

4  From  Ed  Blair's  History 

5  From  Life  Story  of  Lorin  Freeman  by  Permission  of  Beatrice 
Dye 


VI 


AMUSEMENTS  AND  RECREATION 


9 

10 


Marie  Jensen's  History 

From  Duff  Quinn,  Star  Pitcher 

Submitted  by  Vita  C.  Christensen 

Information  by  Vita  Dye 

Newspaper  Clippings  from  Shelley  Pioneer  by  Velta  Brower 

From  Doris  Gentillon,  About  the  Snowmobiling  Area 

From  Girl's  Leaders,  Mrs,  Wilford  Chapman,  Firth,  and 

Sharon  Bates  from  Basalt 

From  an  Officer  of  the  Lutheran  Church 

From  Firth  High  School  Ski  Club  President,  Keith  Hall 

From  Former  Farm  Bureau  Member,  Melba  Miller,  and  former 

Chairmen 


546 


11  Information  From  Former  F.  B.  Chairman,  and  State 
President,  Hortense  Hanson 

12  From  Secretary  of  Riverview  Grange,  and  from  Charter 
Members 

13  Obtained  from  Homemakers  Secretary 

14  Obtained  from  Lions  Club  Secretary 


VII    DOCTORS  AND  NURSES 

1  Information  Obtained  from  Dr.  Cutler's  son,  Edwin  H. 
Cutler 

2  From  the  Joseph  Dye  Family  History,  Submitted  by  Ida  Dye 
Gardner 

3  Other  Information  Obtained  from  Personal  Contacts,  used  by 
Permission 


VIII    DAIRYING  AND  OTHER  FARMING 

1  From  Kraft  Brochure,  Used  by  Permission 

2  Challenge  Brochures,  Used  by  Permission 

3  From  Challenge  Office 

4  From  Pioneer  Ancestors 

5  Personal  History  of  Irene  Eaton  Gibbs ,  Used  by  Permission 

6  All  others  taken  from  Personal  Histories,  Used  by 
Permission 


IX    OUR  VALLEY'S  OLDEST  CENTENARIAN 

1  Taken  From  Marie's  Own  Story  as  Told  to  Miranda  Stringham 
in  1962 

2  Submitted  by  Marie's  Grandson,  Louis  I.  Jensen 

3  Submitted  by  Marie's  Daughter  Minnie  Jensen  Thornton 

4  Submitted  by  Marie's  Daughter-in-law  Ellen  Jensen 

5  Submitted  by  Marie's  daughter  Minnie  Jensen  Thornton 

6  Submitted  by  Marie's  daughter  Minnie  Jensen  Thornton 

7  Submitted  by  Marie's  daughter  Beatrice  Jensen  Merrill 

X    DAUGHTER  OF  UTAH  PIONEERS 

1  From  Old  Minutes  of  D.U.P.  1946  DeEsta  Camp  Basalt, 
Idaho 

2  From  Minutes  of  the  Cedar  Point  Camp  1958 

3  Taken  From  the  Life  Story  of  Martha  Hacking 

4  All  Other  Personal  Histories  Used  by  Permission 


547 


XI 


R.  T.  FRENCH  AND  IDAHO  SUPREME  POTATO  COMPANIES 


1  Obtained  From  Newspaper  Clippings  on  R.  T.  French  Company 

2  From  Personal  Contact  of  Employees  of  the  R.  T.  French 
Company 

3  Personal  Histories  Used  by  Permission 

4  Information  From  Idaho  Supreme  Personnel  and  Afton  Crofts 

5  List  of  Basalt-Firth  Employees  From  the  Company  by  Ed 
Hebdon 

6  Mary  Croft  and  Her  Family  History 

7  All  Other  Histories  From  Personal  Contact  Used  by  Permission 


XII 


BUSINESS  AND  SHOPS 


1  Taken  From  Firth  Town  Board  Minutes,  Used  by  Persmission 

2  From  Lena  Slayton's  Life  Story 

3  Submitted  by  Lulu  Warren 

4  Submitted  by  Li  la  Kohler 

5  All  Personal  Histories  Given  by  Personal  Contact 

6  Information  From  Lion's  Club  Secretary 

7  Information  Obtained  From  Wayne  Johnson  and  Ada  Johnson 

8  Information  Obtained  From  Roger  Fenner,  Editor  of  Firth 
Record 

9  All  Personal  Businesses  Obtained  From  Personal  Contact 


XIII 


BUILDING  AND  CONSTRUCTION 


1  Information  of  Above  Biographies  Submitted  by  Karl  Freeman 

2  From  Alfred  Twitchell's  Own  Life  Story 

3  Story  Submitted  by  Sarah  Thornton  Morris 

4  Information  From  Leonidis  Clark's  Personal  History 

5  All  Other  Personal  Histories  Used  by  Permission 


IXV 


SCHOOLS  AND  PERSONNEL 


1  Taken  From  County  Commissioner's  Record  Page  93 

2  Taken  From  County  Commissioner's  Record  Page  187 

3  Story  Submitted  by  Wilma  Miles  Madsen  Former  Resident  of 
Firth 

4  List  Obtained  From  Former  Principals  and  Teachers  (Not 
Complete) 

5  Obtained  From  Chairman  of  Lunch  Programs  and  Older 
Teachers 

6  Information  Received  From  A,  W.  Johnson  Former  Principal 

7  From  Commissioner's  Record 

8  From  Old  Yearbook  Obtained  at  Firth  High  School  Library 

9  Story  From  Sarah  Thornton  Morris 


548 


10  Above  Taken  From  High  School  Yearly  Schedules  Since  1964 

11  The  Two  Incerpts  About  Aldridge  Were  Submitted  by  Daphne 
Webb  Jemmett 

12  Faculties  From  1922-1963  Obtained  From  Old  Yearbooks  and 
Annuals 

13  Faculties  From  1963-1972  Obtained  From  High  School  Secretary 
Sharon  Hjelm 

14  Taken  From  Elementary  School  Records 

15  Taken  From  Newspaper  Articles  and  Personal  Histories 

16  Taken  From  Personal  Histories  and  From  High  School  Faculty 
Lists 


XV    BEET  AND  GENERAL  FARMING 

1  Utah-Idaho  Sugar  Company  Brochures 

2  Arvil  Millar,  Director  of  Beet  Growers  for  Thirty-Four 
Years 

3  From  the  Fieldmen  for  Utah- Idaho  Sugar  Company 

4  Quote  Frcm  Clipping  From  Post  Register 

5  Taken  From  Marion  Esplin's  Own  Life  Story 

6  Submitted  by  Jennie  Cobbley,  Daughter  of  Sam  Dial 

7  From  Personal  History  of  Maiden  Dye  Used  by  Permission 

8  From  the  Personal  History  of  Stanley  Dye  Used  by 
Permission 

9  From  Personal  History  of  Warren  Dye  Used  by  Permission 

10  Personal  Histories  Used  by  Permission 

11  Life  Story  of  James  Taylor  as  Printed  in  Blackfoot  News 

12  All  Preceedmg  Histories  Used  by  Permission 

13  All  Following  Histories  Used  by  Permission 


XVI    ARMED  FORCES  IN  FOUR  WARS 

1  History  on  Wars  From  Encyclopedia 

2  Clipping  From  Old  Newspaper  Obtained  From  Mrs.  Clarence 
Campbell 

3  History  of  Spanish- American  War 

4  History  of  World  War  I 

5  Names  Obtained  From  Old  Veterans 

6  From  History  of  World  War  II 

7  List  From  the  Selective  Service  and  Personal  Histories 

8  Women  in  the  Armed  Forces  From  Firth  Record  and  Personal 
Histories 

9  The  War  Casualties  Obtained  from  Cemetery  Sextons  and 
Personal  Histories 


549 


XVII    ATOMIC  ENERGY  COMMISSION 

1  From  Newspaper  Clippings  About  Twentieth  Anniversary 

2  Information  From  Idonna  Ockerman 

3  Personal  Letter  and  History  From  Irma  Lindsay 

4  Personal  History  From  Elda  Lords 

5  All  Other  Personal  Histories  From  Contact 


XVIII    RAILROADS,  CANALS  AND  ROADS 


10 
11 
12 


From  Railroad  History  Submitted  by  Union  Pacific 

Information  From  Jesse  Wiseman  Railroad  Signalman 

Family  Histories  Obtained  From  Personal  Contact 

From  Statistics  on  Snake  River  Valley  Irrigation 

From  Book  "Pioneer  Irrigation"  by  D.U.P. 

Information  From  Hazan  Jensen  Son  of  Ole  Jensen 

Above  Histories  From  Personal  Contact 

Taken  From  the  Book  "After  Fifty  Years"  by  Permission 

Information  From  Manager  of  New  Sweden  Irrigation  Company 

Ralph  Heston 

Proceeding  Canalmen  Histories  Obtained  by  Personal  Contact 

Information  of  Introduction  From  History  on  Roads 

Preceedmg  Personal  Histories  From  Personal  Contact 


IXX 


MISCELLANEOUS  VOCATIONS 


1  Compiler's    Introduction 

2  All   Preceeding   Histories  Taken  From  Personal   Contact 


XX 


SCOUTING 


1  Introduction  From  History  on  Scouting 

2  Information  From  Vernon  L.  Strong  Teton  Peaks  Council 
Executive 

3  From  Post  Register  Statistics  1972 

4  Information  From  Phil  Hatley  Scout  Master  Basalt  Troop  #39 

5  Information  From  Dora  Lee  Hatley,  Patrol  Leader  Basalt 

6  Information  From  Victor  Kotter  Retired  Teton  Peaks  Scouter 

7  Information  From  Scout  Office  in  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

8  Eagle  Scouts  From  Personal  Contact  With  Scout  Leaders 


XXI 


POETRY  AND  ART 


1  Taken  From  Encyclopedia  on  Poetry  and  Art 

2  All  Preceeding  Poems  Obtained  From  Originators 

3  Obtained  From  the  Scrapbook  of  Mrs.  Sylvan  Anderson 

4  Preceeding  Etchings  and  Drawings  Submitted  by  Owners 


550 


XXII    OTHERS  REMEMBERED 

1  Early  Settlers  From  the  Book  "History  of  the  Cedar  Point" 

2  Material  From  Relatives  Who  Have  Contacted  Those  Who 
Previously  Resided  Here  and  Mailed  to  Compiler 


551 


INDEX 


Achievement  of  Schools 
286,  288 

Adamek,  278 

Adolfson,  317,  318,  339,  338 

Aldridge,  29,  258 

Allen,  538 

Amusements,  75 

Anderson,  37,  326,  328,  341 

Anthony,  208 

Arave,  111,  229,  533 

Armstrong,  70,  187,  318,  319 

Art,  510,  175 

Assembly  of  God,  31,  32,  33 

Atomic  Energy  Commission 
405,  419 

Whittle,  Horkley,  Dye,  Speas , 
Neilson,  Bailey,  Stringham, 
Morris,  Benkenstein,  Hardy, 
Jolley,  Ringer,  Ockerman,  Carlson 
Brantley,  Killpack,  Sorenson, 
Lindsay,  Lyon,  Crooks,  Hatley, 
Lords,  Chabis,  Richards,  Mecham 

B 

Backlund,  136,  473,  531 

Bailey,  133,  141,  188,  383,  485 

Baird,  476 

Balka,  7,  424 

Ball  Games,  76 

Ballard,  383 

Bank  Sent  by  Mail,  18 

Barbara's  Beauty  Shop,  205 

Barrows,  157,  158 

Barton,  223 

Barrus,  213,  431 

Barnhart,  92,  431 

Bartausky,  345 

Basalt,  2,  3,  4,  5,  58,  59,  61 

Bateman,  189,  461,  538 

Bates,  443,  Bea 

Beal,  176 

Beasley,  329,  359 

Beebee,  424 

Beeleart,  354 

Belnap,  380,  538 

Benham,  20 

Berg,  43,  92,  173,  274,  316,  453 

Berggren,  124,  125 

Bethel  Lutheran,  33,  34 

552 


Beus,  530 

Bishop's,  Basalt,  54 

Bishop's,  Firth,  45,  63 

Birch,  297 

Bird,  346 

Bithell,  438 

Blair,  72,  249 

Blessinger,  481 

Bob's  Auto  Repair,  209 

Bolander,  182,  206,  220,  310 

Bolstead,  537 

Bonenberger,  468 

Boyle,  486 

Boyle-Slayton,  198 

Brewington,  191,  249,  270 

Bridge,  Snake  River,  235 

Brighton,  96,  199,  478 

Brower,  160,  219,  456,  457, 

461 
Brown,  43,  73,  147,  232,  451, 

461 
Building  Introduction,  216 
Burbank,  10 
Burkman,  320 
Burnett,  11 
Burtenshaw,  104 
Burrels,  527 
Burwell,  423 
Butler,  383,  429,  439 
Buses,  249,  254 
Businesses,  195 


Canal  Riders,  423,  440 

Lindsey,  England,  Miller, 

Whitten,  Dial,  Monson, 

Nelson,  Wilson 
Cedar  Point,  3 
New  Sweden,  434 
Canals,  425,  432 
Carlson,  158,  214,  215 

350,  446 
Carter,  231 
Cederberg,  31,  32,  278,  358 

435 
Challenge,  100,  101 

Producers,  101 

Officers,  102 


Chapels,  31,  33,  35,  44,  45 
Chapman,  181,  183,  311 
Chipman,  282,  382 
Christensen,  43,  44,  91,  94, 

139,  208,  277,  329,  360,  385, 

455,  461 
Christenson,  362 
Christof ferson,  537 
Churches,  31 
City  Police,  197 
Civil  War,  388,  392 
Clark,  298 
Clayson,  300 
Cleggs,  538 
Ccbbley,  25 
Colletts,  197 
Coil,  477 
Conclusion,  542 
Cooper,  383 
Copa,  20 
Corgetelli,  117 
Coumenlh,  359 
Cox,  73 
Creezee,  199 

Criddle,  2,  15,  16,  189,  422 
Croft,  178,  179,  384,  480,  529 
Crony,  217,  218 
Custodians,  37,  46,  242,  247, 

249 
Cutler,  88,  89,  291 


Daines,  46,  154,  328 

Dairymen,  102 

Dances,  81 

Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers 

150  v1947) 

Daughters  of  Utah  Pioneers 

151  Q58^ 
Date,  225 

Davis,  2,  134,  235,  377,  379, 

441 
Daw,  381 
Dawson,  91 
Denman,  386 

Dial,  73,  306,  386,  438 
Do  You  Remember,  540 
Drollinger,  384 
Duce,  335 
Duncan,  296 
Dunn,  357 

Dye, 6, 18, 41, ?9, 95, 161, 162, 200, 

213,248,279,290,307,308,309.553 
360,484,488,426  427,527,528,5^ 


Eaton,  136,  138,  385 

Edrington,  289 

Ellsworth,  126,  233,  451 

England,  433 

Esplin,  104,  105,  106,  213, 

226,  232,  276,  305,  386,  459 
Everett,  123 


Farm  Bureau,  83 

Farnsworth,  37 

Farrar,  256,  275 

Fielding,  474 

Fenner,  211 

Fire  Department,  9 

Firth,  2  3 

Firth  Blacksmith,  199 

Firth  Explanation,  2,  6,  427 

Firth  Farmer's  Bank,  198 

Firth  Maps,  13,  14 

Firth  Mill,  202 

Firth  Record,  211 

Firth  Town  Board,  7,  9 

Firth  Ward,  44,  63,  65,  66,  67 

Flygare,  291 

Frandsen,  342,  424 

Forrest's  Refrigeration,  211 

Fredericksen,  124 

Freeman,  40,  41,  42,  72,  132, 

188,  217,  218,  223,  225,  271 
Fraker,  534 
Fullmer,  267,  298 


Gallup,  224 

Gardner,  133,  384,  441 

Garza,  176 

Gee,  219 

Gentillon,  183,  322,  344,  352, 

353,  354 
Garvis,  230 
Gibbs,  270 
Gifford,  363,  445 
Gjettrup,  70 
Glendora,  Players,  77 
Gneiting,  21 

Grange,  84,  85,  108,  109,  276 
Granberg ,  356 
Green,  126 
Gregorson,  140 


Griffin,  388 

Gunnerson,  341,  103,  327 

Gurney,  291 

Gutke,  2  50 

Gushwa,  8,  204 

H 

Hacking,  153,  203 

Haggard,  330 

Hall,  34,  199 

Hampton,  171 

Handy,  291 

Hanny,  132,  311 

Hansen,  250,  532,  534,  347 

Hardy,  94,  95,  471 

Harker ,  335 

Harper,  466 

Harris,  338 

Hebdon,  165,  182 

Hebersons,  538 

Helen's  Beauty  Shop,  212 

Hess,  13,  163 

Hiatt,  88 

High,  224 

High  School,  256,  269 

Hill,  479 

Hillman,  447,  463 

Hjelm,  92,  122,  123,  140,  231, 

289,  322,  432 
Hokanson,  184 

Holm,  355,  444,  14,  462,  536 
Hoemakers  Club,  85 
Hone,  179 

Homesteading,  68,  69,  70 
Hopkins,  170,  313,  190 
Horseback  Riding,  81 
Howell,  169,  171,  208,  230, 

237,  460 
Huband,  87 
Hulet,  534 

Humphries,  9,  13,  176,  247 
Hunting,  251 
Hyatt,  386 


Inglestrom,  Bishop,  2,  87,  528, 
427 


Jackson,  10,  530 

Jacobsen,  102 

Jemmett,  73,  87 

Jensen,  93,  162,  163,  164,  351, 

336,  356,  385,  472,  484 
Jensen,  Marie,  142,  144,  145,  1, 

149,  428 
Johns,  204 
Johnson,  272,  429,  278,  285,  313, 

348,  379,  380,  452,  8,  27, 

110,  126,  188,  191,  222,  250 
Johnson's  Fruit  Stand,  207 
Johnston,  223 
Jolley,  8,  191,  232,  233,  320, 

450,  472 
Jones,  339,  528 
Jorgensen,  38,  315,  316 
Junior  High,  9 
Just,  280,  526,  426 

K 

Keller,  333 

Kelsey,  127,  128,  129 

Kent,  329 

Kidman,  299 

Killian 

Killpack,  326 

Kindergarten,  289 

King,  427 

Klabenes,  175 

Kohler,  202 

Kontes,  206,  207,  471 

Kotter,  296 

Kraft,  98 

Kraft  Producers,  99 

Kremin,  224 

Kress,  289 

Kruse,  478,  479 


Idaho  Supreme  Employees 

192,  194,  Histories  Within 
Chapter 
Implement  Store,  203 
Induction  Into  Service 
Closed,  404 


Landon,  133,  475 
Lambert,  175 

LaRee ' s  Beauty  Shop,  212 
Larsen,  127,  300 
Larson,  16,  356,  17 
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Laundry,  199,  9 

L.D.S.  Church,  35,  36,  37 

Lawton,  25 

Leah's  Beauty  Shop,  205 

Leatham,  214,  539 

Leavitt,  182 

Lee,  479 

Levin,  3  27 

Lindsay,  297,  432 

Lion's  Club,  86,  206 

Little  Buckaroo,  78 

Lockyer,  343 

Lofquist,  118,  119 

Longhurst,  293,  477 

Lords,  530 

Lots,  3 

Lott,  233 

Lutheran  Parties,  82 

Lydum,  286,  Lyons 

Lyon*,  8,  88,  114,  115,  116, 

118,  157,  211,  220,  210, 

442 

M 

Madsen,  34,  61,  62,  63,  107, 

108,  164,  281,  294 
Mangum,  449 
Manion,  198 
Martin,  533 
Matheson,  185 
Matthews,  231 
Maverick,  205 
McBride,  319 
McConville,  8,  203 
McCracken,  444,  445 
McCurdy,  40,  92,  93,  213,  282 
McGary  437 
McLain,  171 
McNutt,  124 
McSpadden,  4  54 
Mecham,  46,  47,  95,  131,  162, 

192,  298,  375,  376,  455,  532 
Meek,  270 
Meina,  139,  34 
Melba  Theatre,  79 
Merrill,  148 
Messick,  13,  295,  299,  323,  387, 

468,  473 
Midnight  Train,  97 
Miles,  70,  71,  72,  236,  281, 

282 


Millar,  303 

Miller,  174,  338,  438 

Miscellaneous  Vocations,  443 

Missionaries,  L.D.S.  48-51 

Mitchell,  173,  183,  427,  430 

Modine,  321 

Mona's  Beauty  Shop,  212 

Monson,  535,  438 

Moore,  223,  330 

Morgan,  184 

Morris,  159,  160,  227,  452 

Mortensen,  293 

Moser,  172 

Moss,  437 

Murphy,  281 

N 

Neal,  447 

Neihart,  211 

Nelson,  96,  97,  116,  123,  124, 
224,  242,  280,  456,  438,  478, 
348,  338,  174,  177,  214,  221 

Newells,  291 

Newmans,  334 

New  Sweden  Canal,  434 

New  Sweden  Canal  Riders,  434 
Cederberg,  Sthyls,  Wilson, 
Williams,  Sundquist,  Moss, 
Butler 

Nickerson,  346 

Nielsen,  426 

Nilsson,  376 

Nungester,  301 


Ohman,  457 

Oldest  Centenarian,  142 

Old  Town  Railroad,  215 

Olive,  457 

Oliver,  94 

Oollee's  Burger  Hut,  207 

Olsen,  536 

Olson,  134,  550 

Origin  of  Potatoes,  11 

Orton,  459 

Overson,  25 


Palleria,  70 
Palmer,  94,  251 
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Parmer,  225 

Parris,  458 

Paskett,  46,  135,  448 

Paulsen,  325 

Pederson,  236 

Peterson,  39,  538,  361 

Phillips  '66',  200 

Pike,  214,  446 

Pioneer  Celebrations,  77,  7i 

Pixton,  453 

Plays,  77 

Poetry,  492-509 

Pope,  229,  424 

Porter,  283 

Postal  Clerks,  28 

Post  Office,  Firth,  28 

Potatoes,  10 

Warehouses,  11 

Growers,  12,  13 
Poulsen,  458 
Poultrymen,  331 
Pratt,  26,  357,  537 
Prestgard,  236 
Prestwich,  232,  314 
Pullen,  445 


Queen  for  a  Day,  419,  481 
Qumn,  112,  387,  111 


Railraod,  1,  420,  425 

Rainsdon,  96,  357 

Ramsey  Building,  45 

Rappley,  88 

Reid,  334,  343,  345 

Relief  Society,  Basalt,  55 

Relief  Society,  Firth,  63 

Ricks,  180 

Rider,  382 

Roberts,  91,  224 

Robinson,  174,  185,  220,  221, 

324,  325,  474,  475 
Robbins,  537 
Rogers,  197,  204,  450 
Roos,  332 
Roundy,  226 
Rowley,  526 
R.  T.  French,  167 
R.  T.  French  Employees,  168 

Employees'  Histories  within 

Chapter 


Russell,  473 


Sage,  386 
Sanders,  472 
Saxton,  224 
Scarborough,  382 
Schools,  234 

Lunches,  236,  241,  242 

Principals,  245,  237 

High  School,  245,  246 

Teachers,  Firth,  254-255 

Teachers,  other,  238-258 

Janitors,  236 

Story,  Firth  School  252-254 
Scouting,  482-484 
Scout  Leaders,  Basalt,  485-491 
Scout  Leaders,  Firth,  489-490 
Seminary,  4,  51,  52,  53 
Seminary  Teachers,  53 
Service  Occupations,  403 
Sessions,  530,  536,  87 
Sheepmen,  365-371 
Shelley,  4 
Shockey,  24,  2  5 
Short,  172,  312 
Singleton,  93,  130,  364,  365 
Skilled  Driver's  Club,  84 
Snow,  292 
Snowmobiling ,  80 
Soelberg,  340 
Softball,  80 
Sorenson,  72,  153 
Spanish  American  War 

Alex  Robertson,  392 
Spaulding ,  26 
Speas,  139 
Spencer,  334 
Sprinkling,  434 
Spudmen's,  199 
Stalling,  382 
Staples,  185,  451 
Steele,  113,  321 
Steiner,  455 
Stevens,  170 
Stoddard,  223 
Sthyle,  125,  436 
Stolworthy,  3  38 
Stop  'N  Shop,  211 
Story  of  Basalt  Church,  61 
Stringham,  12,  165,  166,  336 
Sunday  Schools,  44,  45,  55,  56,  64 
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Sunday  Schools  Superintendents, 

57,  64 
Sundquist,  120,  438 


Taylor,  222,  272,  314 

Telford,  462,  476 

Teton  Peaks  Council,  485-488 

Tew,  312,  357 

Texaco  Service,  208 

Flood  of  '62' ,  74 

Thompson,  152,  154,  381,  168 

Thornton,  38,  226,  228,  148 

Tobogganing,  81 

Tolman,  97,  364 

Torrez,  472,  476 

Town  Boards,  196 

Trappett,  424 

Trent,  470 

Truck  Gardeners,  371-375 
Quinn,  Ahlstrom,  Hoskins, 
Fallis,  Farnsworth,  Denman, 
Griffiths 

Tschicof,  8,  11,  196 

Tucker,  11,  300 

Turner,  430 

Twitchell,  221,  222 


Whitman,  190 

Whitmill,  214,  383,  384,  43! 

527 
Whitney,  292 
Whitten,  438 
Wicklund,  290 
Wilkinson,  332 
Wilhelm,  243 

Wilson,  11,  233,  436,  439 
Williams,  172,  437 
Winschell,  16,  24 
Winterbottom,  324 
Wiseman,  180,  181,  422,  423 
Wise,  346 

Womack,  73,  349,  553 
Women  In  Armed  Forces 

399,  401 
Woodward,  209 
World  War  I,  393,  394 
World  War  II,  394-399 
Woolstenhulme ,  230 
Wooton,  533 


Young,  93,  543 


u 

Utah- Idaho  Sugar,  302 

W 

Wadsworth,  88 

Waggoner,  342 

Walker,  536 

War  Casualties,  401-403 

Warren,  201,  202 

Wadsen,  91 

Weatherston,  294 

Webb,  156,  315 

Weber,  340 

Weeding,  469 

Wernette,  200,  342,  467 

West,  473,  474 

Weatherbee,  34,  229 

What  Stories  It  Could  Tell 

(Quinn) ,  403 
Where  to  Look  in  the  Bible,  542 
White,  189,  324,  387,  451,  428 
Whiting,  Ronald  Sr.,  21,  186 
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